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ADVERTISEMENT 

PROM 

'THE  EDITOR. 


Madam  Roland,  the  wife  of  a  man  of  fcience^ 
was  perfuaded,  that  the  celebrity  of  a  woman  ought 
to  be  confined  to  the  efteem  arifing  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  domeftic  virtues.  On  this  account  (he 
never  would  confent  to  publirti  writings,  which  might 
have  procured  her  literary  fame.  It  was  even  necef- 
fary  to  be  Intimately  acquainted  with  her,  to  be  able 
to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  her  native  merit,  her  ac- 
quired talents,  and  her  ftrength  of  mind. 

Madam  Roland,  when  the  wife  of  a'  minlfter,  re- 
tained the  fame  principles.    She  afTifted  her  hulband  in 
^his  political  labours,  as  fhehad  affifted  him  before  in  his 
^  fcientific  purfuits,  without  permitting  her  name  to  ap- 
pear.   But  her  fituation  was  changed.    Her  fociety 
^    Part  I.  A  •  before 
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before  was  confined  to  a  few  intimates,  but  now  when 
fhe  was  become  the  centre  of  a  wider  circle,  the  ad- 
miration of  her  friends,  and  the  malevolence  of  her 
enemies,  fopn  combined  to  give  her  a  celebrity  which 
ftie  was  ftill  far  from  feeking. 

Imprifoned,  calumniated  on  all  fides,  and  having  no- 
thing but  a  fcaffold  before  her  eyes.  Madam  Roland  was 
naturally  induced  to  feek  the  efteem  of  pofterity  as  a 
confolation  for  the  injuftice  of  her  contemporaries,  and 
to  aim  at  future  glory,  as  a  fort  of  compenfetion  for 
an  untimely  death. 

Then,  and  not  till  then,  fhe  appeared  to  feparate 
her  reputation  from  that  of  her  hulband:  then,  and 
not  till  then,  fhe  took  up  her  pen  to  make  herfelf 
known  Individually,  and  to  furnifli  materials  for  hiftory 
in  her  own  name.  It  will  be  feen,  however,  that 
flie  was  not  adluated  folely  by  the  defire  of  vindicat- 
ing her  rep.utadon,  and  acquiring  fame:  every  page 
will  fhow,  that  fhe  was  particularly  anxious  to  repel 
the  calumnious  charges  heaped  upon  her  hufband,  and 
to  revenge  the  memory  of  Roland,  in  cafe  he  him- 
felf  fhould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  write  or  pub- 
Jifh  his  laft  juftification. 


1. 

The  public,  already  prepofTeiTed  in  her  favour,  will 

judge. 
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judge,  from  a  perufal  of  her  writings,  whether  flic 
really  merited  the  praife  of  her  friends,  and  whether 
(he  did  not  deferve  the  hatred  of  the  villains,  who 
fucceeded  at  laft:  in  bringing  her  to  the  block. 

Malevolence,  aflliming  the  mafk  of  criticifm,  will 
endeavour,  no  doubt,  to  depreciate  this  monument 
eredled  by  a  woman  to  the  glory  of  her  fex ;  but  the 
impartial  reader  will  acknowledge  her  powers.  I  will 
only  fay,  as  an  excufe  for  fome  fuperfiuous  relations, 
and  fome  negligences  of  compofition,  that  Madam  Ro- 
land compoled  the  part  entitled  Hiftorical  Memoirs 
(two  thirds  of  which,  and  thofe  the  mofl:  interefting, 
are  loft)  in  the  fpace  of  one  month,  and  all  the  reft 
in  two  and  twenty  days,  in  the  midft  of  forrows  and 
alarms  of  every  kind;  and  that  fcarcely  a  paflage  in 
the  manufcript  is  erafed. 

Many  perfons,  whofe  chara(5lers  Madam  Roland 
has  drawn,  will  have  reafon  to  complain ;  but  it  be- 
longs to  pofterity  alone  to  decide,  whether  fhe  have 
done  them  juftice.  It  was  my  duty  to  confine  my- 
felf  ftri6lly  to  the  office  of  an  editor;  and  to  make  no 
alteration  in  the  text,  even  when  It  was  evident,  that 
flie  had  been  miftaken.  There  is  a  pafTage,  for  in- 
ftance,  where  flie  feems  to  throw  reflediions  on  citizen 
Dulaure,  which  I  believe  him  far  from  defer ving,  and 

A  2  which 
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which  every  true  republican  will  be  eager  to  rejefl:. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  relate  the  caufe  of  her 
error. 

Dulaure,  a  patriotic  journalift,  and  a  bold  affertor 
of  truth,  was  a  frequent  vifitor  at  Roland's,  whofe  prin- 
ciples were  analogous  to  his  own,  and  whofe  condufk 
he  deemed  meritorious.  But  when  Dulaure  became 
a  member  of  the  convention,  he  thought  it  incumbent 
on  him,  as  a  matter  of  delicacy,  to  defift  from  going 
to  the  houfe  of  a  minifter,  of  whofe  a6lions  he  was 
conftituted  a  judge.  Madam  Roland  attributed  this 
referve  to  a  change  of  political  opinions,  and  to  the 
inftigation  of  the  mountaineers:  hence  the  ill-humour 
which  feems  to  have  predominated,  when  fhe  wrote 
the  article  conceming  him;  but  in  which,  notwith- 
llanding,  fhe  does  his  character  the  juftice  it  de- 
ferves.  The  courage  with  which  citizen  Dulaure 
printed  all  the  complaints  of  madam  Roland  after 
the  31ft  of  Mayi  the  honourable  profcription  he  has 
undergone;  and  his  laft  publication  entided,  A  Sup- 
plement to  the  Crimes  of  the  late  Committees  of 
Government,  render  all  farther  juftification  unnecellary. 

I  could  have  wiflied  to  have  given  to  the  public 
the  whole  of  the  work  at  once ;  but  the  delays  of 
the  prefs  at  the  prefent  moment,  and  the  obfervation? 

of 
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of  fomc  good  citizens,  have  made  me  refolve  to  pub- 
lilh  one  part  at  a  time.  There  will  be  four,  which 
will  follow  each  other,  as  fpeedily  as  circumftances  will 
permit.  The  fecond  will  contain  feveral  detached 
pieces,  refpe6ling  the  events  of  the  revolution,  with 
the  papers  that  relate  to  her  death,  or  that  immediately 
preceded  it.  The  third  and  fourth  will  contain  her 
private  life,  written  precifely  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  intention,  as  the  Confeflions  ofRoufTeau: 
to  which  will  be  added  fome  familiar  letters,  that  I 
found  among  my  papers.  I  much  lament,  that  I  have 
not  a  more  complete  feries  of  her  correfpondence  to 
publifli  * :  it  is  in  the  efFufions  of  friendfliip,  that  the 
mind  difplays  itfelf  fully,  and  that  our  opinions,  incli- 
nations, and  acquirements,  exhibit  themfelves  naked  to 
the  eye.  On  this  account  I  confider  her  letters, 
though  at  firft  view  they  appear  to  concern  only  our 
friendfliip,  turn  of  mind,  and  our  purfuits,  as  a  necef- 
fary  fupplement  to  her  private  memoirs.  Her  repub- 
lican ardour  will  appear  from  the  very  firft  of  them  i 
and  certainly,  on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  1792,  flie  could 
not  forefee,  that  France  would  become  a  republic; 

*  This  correfpondence,  very  a(Stive  for  feveral  years,  was  frequent- 
ly diurnal  daring  her  abode  at  Amiens.  Imperfed  traces  remain 
in  my  memory  of  fome  interefting  letters  which  I  cannot  now  find: 
polTibly  they  are  with  feveral  others  in  the  hands  of  Lanthenas,  with 
whom  that  correfpondence  was  frequently  carried  on  in  common. 
J^e  then  confidered  it,  and  with  reafon,  as  of  great  importance ; 
}^nt  now  ! 
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flill  lels  that  fhe  was  deftined  to  be  a  principal  a6lor 
in  that  eventful  fcene. 

Madam  Roland  was  very  fond  of  praflifing  epiftolary 
writing.  She  turned  her  pen  to  every  fubjedl  with 
incredible  facility,  and  with  uncommon  elegance  of 
ftyle.  As  a  letter  writer,  flie  was  fuperior,  in  my 
opinion,  to  a  Sevigne  or  a  Maintenon  :  becaiife  flic 
was  far  better  informed  than  thofe  two  celebrated  wo- 
men, and  becaufe  her  correfpondence  confided  of 
things,  and  not  of  words. 

It  is  my  wifh  to  colle61:  fuch  of  her  letters,  as  may 
have  been,preferved;  and  1  here  requeft  thofe  who 
have  them  in  their  pofieflion  to 'fend  me  the  origi- 
nals, as  free  from  expence  as.  may  be ;  as  I  purpofe 
publifhing  them  at  the  end  of  feveral  literary  produc- 
tions of  madam  Roland,  which  are  known  to  me,  and 
which  I  think  worthy  of  feeing  the  light. 

Roland  during  his  retreat  had  alfo  compofed  fbme 
hifiorical  memoirs ,  but  they  were  configned  to  the 
flames  the  moment  the  intrepid  woman,  who  con- 
cealed him,  was  taken  into  cullody.  At  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  firft  minifrry,  he  publifhed  a  colle6lion  of 
pieces,  calculated  to  make  his  condudl  in  office  known 

to 
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to  pofterity;  it  is  my  intention  to  continue  it,  by  get- 
ting together  fuch  as  relate  to  his  fecond  miniftry. 

But  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  accomplifh  this  ob- 
jedl,  as  well  as  the  preceding  one,  it  is  requifite,  that 
the  national  convention,  either  by  a  general  law,  foli- 
cited  by  all  the  friends  of  juftice,  or  by  a  particular 
decree,  defired  by  every  true  friend  of  liberty,  reftore 
to  Roland's '  daughter  the  property  to  which  fiie  has 
a  jufl:  claim.  I  mufl:  have  liberty  to  fearch  among  the 
papers  ftill  under  feal  at  Viiiefranche>  and  among  thole 
taken  from  the  houfe  at  Paris,  after  the  fale  of  the 
furniture  by  the  agents  of  the  national  domains.  It  b 
incumbent  on  all  true  republicans,  vi6lims  of  tyranny, 
and  perfecuted  for  their  virtues  or  talents  like  Roland 
and  his  wife,  to  favour  my  wlfhes  with  their  influence, 
and  to  promote  my  engaging  ward's  reftorarion  to 
her  rights. 

Let  me  be  permitted  to  conclude  with  an  obferva- 
tion,  which  perhaps  is  not  unneceflary.  This  work 
is,  at  prefent  at  leaft,  the  fole  fortune  of  Eudora,  the 
beloved  daughter,  the  only  child  of  Roland.  Woe 
to  the  villain  who  dares  to  pirate  it !  For  certainly  he 
would  not  be  able  to  fell  a  fingle  cbpy^  and  yet  I 
fliould  not  fail  to  call  down  upon  him  all  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law,  o 

6  The 
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The  portrait  of  madam  Roland,  engraved  by  the 
I  worthy  Pafquier,  the  countryman  of  Roland,  and  the 
friend  of  them  both,  ought  to  be  placed  fronting  the 
tide  page  of  the  firft  part ,  but  it  cannot  be  got  ready 
for  delivery,  till  the  publication  of  the  laft. 

BOSC. 

Paris,  germinal  20,  in  the  year  of  the 
republic  3  [April  9,  J  790.3 
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HISTORICAL  MEMOIRS 


Abbey  Prifon,  June  1793. 

^oday  on  a  throne  y  to-jnorroxv  in  a  prifon, 

SUCH  is  the  fate  of  virtue  in  revolutionary  times. 
After  the  firfl:  commotions  of  a  nation,  weary  of  the 
abufes  by  which  it  has  been  aggrieved,  have  fubfided, 
enlightened  men,  who  have  pointed  out  its  rights,  and 
afTifted  in  regaining  them,  are  called  into  places  of 
authority:  but  they  cannot  long  maintain  themfelves 
there ;  for  the  ambitious,  eager  to  take  advantage  of  cir- 
cumftances,  foon  contrive  to  miflead  the  people  by  flat- 
tery, and  fet  them  againfl:  their  real  defenders,  that  they' 
themfelves  may  acquire  confequence  and  power.  Such 
has  been  the  progrefs  of  things,  particularly  fince  the 
tenth  of  Auguft.  On  fome  future  day,  perhaps,  I 
fliall  recur  to  earlier  times,  to  give  an  account  of  what 
my  fituation  has  enabled  me  to  know  :  at  prefent  the  fole 
obje6l  I  have  in  view  is  to  commit  the  circumftances  of 
my  arreft  to  paper:  it  is  the  kind  of  amufement  moft 
fuitable  to  the  Iblitary,  to  reiiedl:  on  their  perfonal  con- 
cerns, and  to  exprcfs  what  they  feel. 

The  refignation  of  Roland  appeafed  not  his^enemies. 
He  had  quitted  the  miniftry,  in  fplte  of  his  refolution 
to  await  there  the  laying  of  the  ilorm,  and  to  brave  every 
Vol.  I.  Part.  L  B  danger; 
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danger;  becaufe  the  ftate  of  the  council,  when  he  became  I 
fully  acquainted  with  it,  and  his  want  of  influence,  which  . 
kept  continually  increafing,  and  was  particularly  evi- 
dent about  the  middle  of  January,  no  longer  left  him  any 
thing  to  look  forward  to  but  faults  and  follies,  of  which 
he  muft  pardcipate  the  difgrace.  He  was  not  even  al- 
lowed to  enter  his  reafons  or  his  opinions  on  the  re- 
gifter  of  the  proceedings,  when  they  were  contrary  to  the 
determination  of  the  majority. 

The  confequence  was,  that  from  the  day  of  that  pitiful 
decree  refpcfting  the  comedy  intituled  rAmi  des  Loixy 
which  he  would  not  fign,  becaufe  the  fecond  article  was 
at  beft  ridiculous,  he  no  longer  aiFixed  his  fignature  to 
any  deliberation  of  the  council.    That  was  the  fifteenth 
of  January.    The  profpeul  held  out  to  him  by  the  con- 
vention was  by  no  means  encouraging.    His  very  name 
was  there  become  the  fignal  of  difcord  and  difturbance ; 
and  could  no  longer  be  pronounced  without  producing 
an  uproar.    If  a  member  ventured  to  anfwer  the  odious 
accufations  gratuitoufly  preferred  againfl:  the  mlnifter^  he 
was  treated  as  an  inftrument  of  fadlion,  and  reduced  to 
filence.    In  the  mean  time  Pache  v/as  accumulating  in 
the  w^ar  department  all  the  faults  which  his  weaknefs  and 
implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  jacobins  enabled  the  perfidy, 
imbecility,  and  imprudence  of  his  agents  to  commit ; 
and  yet  the  convention  could  not  obtain  the  difmi/Tion  of 
Pache ;  for  the  moment  a  fingle  fentence  was  uttered 
againfl  him,  the  bloodhounds  of  the  mountain  fet  up  a 
howl  againfl  Roland.    Thus  the  continuation  of  his  cou- 
rageous flruggle  in  the  miniflry  could  no  longer  prevent 
the  faults  of  the  council,  while  it  became  an  additional 
motive  of  diforder  in  the  convenuon.    He  deemed  it 

therefore 
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therefore  prudent  to  give  in  his  refignatlon.  To  prove 
that  it  was  neceflary,  it  fuffices  to  remark,  that  the 
round  part  of  the  legiflative  body,  convinced  as  it  was 
of  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  calumniated  minifter, 
durfl:  not  make  a  fingle  obfervation  on  the  fubjedb.  This 
was  unqueftionably  weaknefs;  for  it  flood  in  need  of  a 
firm  and  honeft  man  in  the  home  department,  who 
would  have  been  its  moft  powerful  fupport ;  and  lofmg 
this  it  could  not  do  otherwife  than  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
the  violent  patriots,  who  were  endeavouring  to  fet  up 
and  maintain  an  authority  capable  of  rivalling  the  na- 
tional reprefentation. 

Roland  kept  a  ufurping  commune  in  awe.  Roland 
gave  to  all  the  adminiftrative  bodies  a  regular,  uniform, 
and  harmonious  motion :  he  watched  over  the  fupply  of 
provifions  of  the  great  national  family  :  he  found  means  to 
re-eflablifh  peace  in  all  the  departments  3  he  diffufed 
throughout  them  that  order  which  proceeds  from  juftice, 
and  that  confidence  which  is  kept  alive  by  a  vigilant  ad- 
miniftration ;  and  he  fet  on  foot  between  them  a  friendly 
correfpondenccj  and  a  ready  communication  of  knowledge. 
Roland  ought  therefore  to  have  been  fupported:  but  fince 
weaknefs  denied  the  means,  he,  to  whom  that  weaknefs 
was  well  known,  could  not  choofe  but  retire* 

The  timid  Garat,  an  agreeable  companion,  a  man 
of  letters  of  moderate  merit,  and  a  deteftable  minifter ; 
Garat,  whofe  appointment  to  the  judicial  department 
proved  the  want  of  able  men,  a  want  which  is  incon- 
ceivable, and  which  none  can  tell  but  they  who,  occu- 
pying places  of  importance,  have  coadjutors  to  feek; 
Garat  had  not  even  fenfe  enough  to  remain  in  that  of- 
fice, where  there  is  lead  to  be  done,  and  where  his  bad 

B  2  health, 


(    4  ) 

health,  his  natural  indolence,  and  his  Incapacity  for  bu* 
finefs,  would  have  been  lead  confpicuous ;  but  removed 
to  the  home  department,  without  poileiTing  the  fmalleft 
fhare  of  the  requifite  knowledge,  not  only  where  politics 
are  the  queftion,  but  in  regard  to  commerce,  the  arts, 
and  a  multitude  of  adminiftrative  operations,  that  come 
within  its  cognizance.  With  all  that  ignorance,  and  with 
all  his  inadtivity,  he  ventured  to  take  the  place  of  the 
moll  a6live  man  in  the  republic,  and  the  bed  informed 
in  all  the  above  particulars.  The  relaxation  of  the  machine 
foon  occafioned  the  diflocation  of  its  parts,  and  proved 
the  weaknefs  of  the  regulator;  the  departments  were 
thrown  into  gommotion,  fcarcity  began  to  be  felt,  the 
flames  of  civil  war  were  lighted  up  in  la  Vendee;  the 
authorities  of  Paris  exceeded  their  powers  the  jacobins 
alTumed  the  reins  of  government  and  the  puppet  Pache, 
difmifled  from  the  department,  which  he  had  throv/n. 
into  confufion,  was  raifed  by  a  cabal  to  the  mayoralty, 
where  his  fupplenefs  was  wanted,  while  his  place  at  the 
council-board  was  filled  by  the  idiot  Bouchotte,  as  fup- 
ple  as  he,  and  even  furpafTmg  him  in  ftupidity. 

Roland  gave  a  terrible  blow  to  his  adverfaries,  by 
publilhing,  on  his  retirement,  fuch  accounts,  as  no 
minifter  before  him  had  furniQicd.  To  have  them  ex- 
amined and  fandioned  by  a  report,  was  a  piece  of  juf- 
tlce,  which  he  was  doomed  to  folicit  in  vain ;  for  that 
would  have  been  acknowledging  the  falfehood  of  the  ob- 
loquy thrown  on  him,  the  infamy  of  his  detradlors,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  the  convention,  which  had  not  dared  to 
undertake  his  defence. 

It  was  neceffary  to  perfevere  in  flandering  him, 
without  coming  to  the  proof i  in  order  to  perplex 

and 
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and  miflead  the  public  opinion,  fo  as  to  be  able 
to  ruin  him  with  impunity ;  and  thus  to  get  rid  of  a 
troublefome  witnefs  of  fo  many  atrocities,  which  muft 
either  be  concealed,  or  juftified,  to  preferve  to  the 
perpetrators  the  wealth  and  authority  they  helped 
them  to  acquire.  In  vain  did  Roland  intreat,  publifh, 
and  write  feven  times  in  four  months  to  the  convention, 
to  demand  an  examinadon  and  a  report  on  his  condudl 
in  the  miniftry.  The  jacobins  continued  to  employ  their 
fatellites,  to  proclaim  him  a  traitor:  Marat  proved  to 
his  people  that  the  ex-minifter*s  head  was  neceflary  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  republic  :  confpiracies  fruftrated,  fet 
on  foot  anew,  baffled  again,  and  yet  conftandy  carried 
on,  ended  at  length  in  the  infurre6lion  of  the  jift 
of  May,  when  the  good  people  of  Paris,  with  a  fixed 
determination  to  malTacre  no  one,  did  every  thing  befides 
that  their  audacious  dire6lors,  their  infolent  commune,  and 
the  revolutionary  committee  of  meflieurs  the  jacobins, 
grown  mad  or  furious,  or  elfe  become  the  hirelings  of 
the  enemy,  were  pleafed  to  require.  Roland  had  writ- 
ten the  eighth  time  to  the  convention,  which  had  not 
even  deigned  to  read  his  letter;  and  I  was  preparing  to 
get  the  municipality  to  fign  paflports,  by  means  of  which 
I  might  go  with  my  daughter  into  the  country,  whither 
I  was  called  by  domeftic  bufinefs,  by  the  Hate  of  my 
health,  and  by  many  good  reafons  befide.  Among 
other  things  I  confidcred,  how  much  more  eafy  it  would 
be  for  Roland  to  efcape  alone  from  the  purfuit  of  his 
enemies,  Ihould  they  proceed  to  the  laft  extremides, 
than  for  the  whole  of  his  little  family  together  :  prudence 
pointed  out  the  propriety  of  diminifhing  the  number  of 
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points  in  which  he  was  attackable*.  My  paflports 
had  been  delayed  at  the  fe6lion,  through  the  chicanery 
of  fome  zealous  maratifts,  in  whofe  eyes  I  was  an  objeft 
of  fufpicion ;  and  they  were  but  juft  delivered  to  me, 
when  a  fit  of  the  nervous  colic,  attended  with  violent 
conviilfions,  the  only  indifpofition  to  which  I  am  fubjefV, 
and  to  which  the  vehement  affedions  of  a  ftrong  mind 
ruling  a  robuft  body  expofe  me,  obliged  me  to  keep  my 
bed.  I  pafled  fix  days  in  this  ftate,  and  purpofed  going 
out  on  Friday,  to  fhew  myfelf  at  the  municipality  ;  but 
the  found  of  the  alarm-bell  informed  me,  that  it  was  not 
a  proper  time.  Every  thing  had  long  foretold  an 
approaching  crifis.  It  is  true  that  the  afcendency  of  the 
jacobins  made  it  very  unlikely  that  its  iffue  fliould  be 
favourable  to  the  real  friends  of  liberty:  but  energetic 
minds  deteft  fufpenfe  and  the  debafement  of  the  con- 
vention, with  its  daily  adls  of  weaknefs  and  flavery^ 
appeared  to  me  fo  diftrefTing,  that  I  hardly  confidered 
the  worft:  excefles  as  more  lamentable,  becaufe  they 
would  neceffarily  contribute  to  open  the  eyes,  and  de- 
termine the  condudl  of  the  departments.  The  alarn) 
gun,  and  the  commotions  of  the  day,  awakened  in  me 
that  intereft,  which  great  events  infpire,  without  pro- 
ducing any  painful  emotion.  Two  or  three  perfons 
came  to  confer  with  us;  and  one,  in  particular,  prelTed 
Roland  to  make  his  appearance  at  his  fedion,  by  which 

*  That  was  not  my  ftrongeft  inducement :  for,  tired  of  the  courfe 
of  affairs,  I  feared  nothing  for  myfelf;  innocent  and  courageous,  in- 
j'lilice  naight  reach,  but  could  not  degrade  me;  and  to  fuffer  it,  was 
a  trial,  in  the  thought  of  braving  which  I  felt  pleafure;  but  another 
reafon,  altogether  perfonal,  and  which  fome  day  perhaps  my  pen  will 
difclpfe,  determined  me  to  depart, 

he 
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he  was  efteemed,  and  of  which  the  good  difpofition  was 
the  beft  warrant  of  his  fafety.  It  was  agreed,  however, 
that  he  fhould  not  fleep  at  home  the  following  night: 
though,  by  the  way,  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  good 
intentions  of  the  citizens,  who  drew  up  under  arms,  in 
order  to  oppofe  every  aft  of  violence.  It  was  not 
added,  that  they  would  permit  preparations  for  every  aft 
of  violence  to  be  made. 

The  blood  boils  in  my  veins  when  I  hear  praifes  be- 
llowed on  the  good-nature  of  the  Parifians,  who  are  de- 
termined not  to  have  another  day  like  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember. Why,  good  heavens  !  nobody  wants  you  to  exe- 
cute another  you  need  only  fufFer  it  as  you  did  before  : 
but  you  are  neceffary  to  colleft  the  viftims,  and  you 
kindly  lend  your  aid  to  apprehend  them  you  are  ne- 
ccffary  to  give  the  appearance  of  a  legitimate  infurreftion 
to  the  violence  of  the  galleries*  by  whom  you  are  governed, 
and  you  approve  their  undertakings:  you  obey  their  orders, 
you  fwear  fealty  to  the  monftrous  authorities  they  create ; 
you  furround  the  legiflative  body  with  your  bayonets,  and 
you  permit  rebels  to  diftate  to  the  national  reprefen- 
tation  the  decrees  they  wifh  to  pafs.  Eoaft  then  no 
more  of  being  its  defenders ;  it  is  you  who  bind  it  in 
chains ;  you  who  deliver  into  the  hands  of  opprefTion 
the  members,  the  mod  difiinguiihed  for  their  virtues  and 
their  talents  j  you  who  with  equal  cowardice  would  fee 
them  brought  to  the  block,  by  proceedings  fimilar  to 
thofe  that  deftroyed  Sidney;  and  you  ic  is  who  will  have 
to  anfwer  to  indignant  France  for  To  many  crimes  s  who 

*  Of  the  convention,  which  at  this  period  were  filled  with  ruf, 
tians  from  the  jacobin  club.  Tra??/, 
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fervethe  caufeof  her  enemies,  and  who  prepare  the  way  for 
federalifm.  Think  you,  that  the  high-fpirited  Marfeilles, 
and  the  enlightened  department  of  la  Gironde,  will  pafs 
over  the  outrages  committed  on  their  reprefentatives,  or 
fraternife  with  a  city  polluted  by  fuch  crimes  ?  You  are 
the  deftroyers  of  your  country,  and  foon  will  you  lament, 
in  vain,  your  infamous  pufillanimity  in  the  midft  of  its 
ruins. 

It  was  half  after  five  in  the  evening,  when  fix  armed 
men  came  to  our  houfe.  One  of  them  read  to  Roland 
an  order  of  the  revolutionary  committee^  by  virtue  of  which 
they  were  come  to  apprehend  him.  ^  I  know  no  law,* 
faid  Roland,  ^  which  conftitutes  the  authority  you  men- 
tion j  nor  (hall  I  obey  the  orders  which  it  iflues.  If  you 
employ  violence,  I  can  only  oppofe  to  you  fuch  refift- 
ance  as  a  man  of  my  years  is  capable  of  j  but  I  fhall  pro- 
teft  againft  it  to  the  laft  moment  of  my  life.' — ^  I  have 
no  order  to  employ  violence,'  replied  the  fpokefman, 
«  I  fhall  therefore  go  and  communicate  your  anfwer  to 
the  council-general  of  the  commune  :  in  the  mean  time 
I  will  leave  my  colleagues  here.' 

It  occurred  to  me  immediately,  that  it  would  not  be 
amifs  to  denounce  thefe  proceedings  to  the  convention, 
in  the  mcfl  public  manner,  in  order  to  prevent  the  arreft 
of  Roland,  or  to  obtain  his  prompt  releafe,  if  it  fhould 
have  taken  place.  To  communicate  this  idea  to  my 
hufband,  write  a  letter  to  the  prefident,  and  fet  out,  was 
the  bufinefs  of  a  few  minutes.  My  fervant  being  ab- 
fent,  I  left  a  friend,  who  was  in  the  houfe,  to  keep  Ro- 
land company  and  ftepped  alone  into  a  hackney-coach, 
which  I  ordered  to  proceed  as  faft  as  pofTible  to  the  Ca- 
rouzel.     The  court-yard  of  the  Tuilcries  was  filled 

with 
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with  armed  men.  I  crofTed  it,  and  flew  through  the 
niidfl  of  them  like  a  bird.  I  was  drefTcd  in  a  morning 
gown,  and  had  put  on  a  black  Hiaul,  and  a  veil.  On 
my  arrival  at  the  doors  of  the  outer  halls,  which  were 
all  Ihut,  I  found  fentinels,  who  allowed  no  one  to  enter, 
or  fent  me  by  turns  from  door  to  door.  In  vain 
did  I  infift  on  admiflion ;  till  at  length  it  came  into  my 
mind  to  employ  fuch  language  as  a  bigotted  Robefpierian 
would  have  held.  ^  Why,  citizens,'  faid  I,  Mn  this  day  of 
falvation  for  our  country,  and  in  the  midfl  of  the 
traitors,  from  whom  we  have  fo  much  to  fear,  you  do  not 
know  then  of  what  importance  fome  notes  may  be  which 
I  wifh  to  tranfmit  to  the  prefident.  Send  at  lead  for  an 
ufher,  that  I  m.ay  entruft  them  to  his  care.' 

The  doors  inflantly  flew  open,  and  I  walked  into  the 
petitioner's  hall.  I  then  enquired  for  one  of  the  ufhers, 
and  was  defired  by  a  fentry,  planted  within  the  hall,  to 
wait  till  one  came  out.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  had  al- 
ready paflTed,  when  I  perceived  Rofe  *,  the  very  man 
who  had  brought  me  the  decree  of  the  convention,  re- 
queuing me  to  repair  to  the  bar,  on  account  of  the  ri- 
diculous accufation  of  Viard,  whom  I  overwhelmed  with 
confufion  :  I  now  folicited  permiiTion  to  appear  there,  and 
reprefente3  Roland's  danger,  as  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic weal.  *  But  circumftances  were  no  longer  the  fame, 
though  my  rights  were  equally  good :  before,  requcfted 
refpeclfully,  now  a  fuppliant,  how  was  I  to  obtain  the 
fame  fuccefs  ?  Rofe  took  charge  of  my  letter  ;  conceived 
&t  once  the  fubjedl,  and  the  greatnefs  of  my  impatience ; 

*  A  Scotchman,  who  was  uHier  to  the  convention,  as  well  as 
to  each  of  the  precsding  affennblics.  Tr^nj, 

and 
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and  left  me,  In  order  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  to  requcft 
that  it  might  be  read  without  delay.  An  hour  elapfed  ; 
I  walked  haflily  backwards  and  forwards ;  and  every  time 
the  door  was  opened,  my  eyes  were  caft  towards  the  hall,  but 
it  was  immediately  fhut  by  the  guard,  and  from  time  to 
time  a  dreadful  noife  affailed  my  cars.  Rofe  made  his 
appearance  again. — ^Well!' — *  Nothing  has  yet  been 
done.  A  tumult  I  cannot  defcribe  prevails  in  the  affem- 
bly.  Some  petitioners,  at  this  moment  at  the  bar,  de- 
mand the  confinement  of  the  twenty -two :  I  havejuft 
aflifted  Rabaud  in  getting  out  without  being  feen :  they 
will  not  confent  to  his  making  the  report  of  the  com- 
miffionof  twelve:  he  has  been  threatened  :  feveral  others 
are  making  off:  nor  can  any  one  fay  what  will  be  the 
event/ — ^  Who  is  prefident?' — ^  Heraut-Sechelles.'— 
*Ah!  my  letter  will  not  be  read.  Send  me  fome  member 
orotherwith  whom  T mayfpeakafew  words.' — ^  Whom  V 
— ^  Indeed  I  am  little  acquainted,  or  have  little  efteem  for 
any,  but  thofe  that  are  profcribed.  Tell  Vergniaux  I 
wifh  to  fee  him.* 

Rofe  went  in  queft  of  him;  at  the  end  of  a  very  con- 
fide rable  time  he  came ;  and  we  talked  together  for  feven 
or  eight  minutes.  He  then  returned  to  the  hall,  came 
back,  and  faid:  'In  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  aflembly,  I 
dare  not  flatter  you  :  you  have  no  great  room  for  hope.  If 
you  get  admiffion  to  the  bar,  you  may  obtain  a  little  more 
favour  as  a  woman ;  but  the  convention  is  no  longer  able 
to  do  any  good.' — ^  It  is  able  to  do  any  thing  it  pleafes,* 
exclaimed  I :  'for  the  majority  of  Paris  only  defire  to 
know  how  they  ought  to  acl.  If  I  be  admitted,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  what  you  could  not  utter  without 
expofmg  yourfelf  to  an  impeachment.    As  to  me  I  fear 

nothing 


nothing  in  the  world ;  and  If  I  cannot  fave  Roland,  I  will 
fpeak  fome  home  truths,  which  will  not  be  altogether 
ufelefs  to  the  republic.  Inform  your  worthy  colleagues : 
a  courageous  fally  may  have  a  great  efFecl,  or  at  leaft 
will  ferve  to  fet  a  great  example/— I  was  indeed,  in  that 
temperof  mind,  which  imparts  eloquence:  warm  with 
indignation,  and  fuperior  to  all  fear,  my  bofom  glowing 
for  my  country,  the  ruin  of  which  I  forefaw,  every 
thing  dear  to  me  in  the  world  at  flake,  feeling  ftrong-' 
Jy,  expreffing  my  fentiments  with  fluency,  and  too 
proud  not  to  utter  them  with  dignity,  I  had  the 
mofl:  important  interefts  to  difcufs,  poflefled  fome  means 
of  defending  them,  and  was  in  a  fingular  fituation  for 
doing  it  with  advantage.-—*  But,  at  any  rate/  faid  Verg- 
niaux,  ^  your  letter  cannot  be  read  this  hour  or  two :  a 
motion  of  fix  articles  is  going  to  be  difcufied ;  and  pe- 
titioners, deputed  by  the  fedions,  are  waiting  at  the  bar : 
only  think  what  a  tedious  time  you  will  have  to  flay  * 
^  I  will  go  home,  then,  to  know  what  has  been  pafling  there ; 
and  will  immediately  return  :  you  may  tell  our  friends  fo.' 

Mofl  of  them  are  abfent ;  they  behave  courageoufly, 
when  they  are  here    but  they  are  deficient  in  afTiduity.' 
^  That,  alas !  is  but  too  true/ 

I  quitted  Vergniaux,  flew  to  Louvet's,  wrote  a  note  to 
inform  him  of  what  was  going  on,  and  what  I  forefaw 
would  follow ;  threw  myfelf  into  a  hackney-coach,  and 
ordered  it  to  drive  home.  The  wretched  horfes  did  not 
get  on  to  my  mind;  and  we  were  foon  met  by  battalions 
of  national  guards,  whofe  march  flopped  the  way.  I 
jumped  out  of  the  coach,  paid  the  coachman,  rufhed 
through  the  ranks,  and  made  off.  This  was  near  the 
J^QUvre,  from  whence  I  ran  to  our  houfe,  which  was 

in 
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in  the  Rue  de  la  Harpe,  oppofite  the  fchool  of  furgery. 
The  porter  whifpered  me,  that  Roland  was  gone  to  the 
landlord's,  at  the  bottom  of  the  court  and  thither  I 
repaired,  perfpiring  at  every  pore.  A  glafs  of  wine  was 
brought  me,  and  I  was  told,  that  the  bearer  of  the  war- 
rant having  returned,  without  being  able  to  procure  a 
hearing  at  the  council,  Roland  had  perfifted  in  proteft- 
ing  againft  his  orders ;  and  that  thefe  good  people,  after 
demanding  his  protefl  in  wridng,  had  withdrawn;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  Roland  had  come  to  beg  a  paflage 
through  their  apartments,  and  had  got  out  of  the  houfc 
by  the  back  door.  I  did  the  fame  in  order  to  find  him, 
to  inform  him  of  the  attempt  I  had  made,  and  of  the 
fteps  I  meant  to  purfue.  At  the  firft  houfe  to  which  I 
repaired,  I  found  him  not:  in  the  fecond  I  did.  From 
the  folitude  of  the  ftreets,  which,  by  the  way,  were  illu- 
rainated,  I  prefume d  that  it  was  late  :  I  prepared  never- 
thelefs  to  return  to  the  convention,  where  I  fhould 
have  taken  care  to  be  ignorant  of  Roland's  efcape,  and 
fliould  have  fpoken  as  I  had  before  intended.  I  was 
going  to  fet  out  on  foot,  without  recolledting,  that  it 
was  paft  ten  o'clock,  and  that  I  was  out  that  day  for  the 
firfi:  time  fmce  my  illnefs,  which  demanded  reft  and  the 
bath.  A  hackney-coach  was  brought  me.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Carrouzel,  I  faw  nothing  more  of  the 
armed  force,  except  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  few 
men,  who  were  ftili  at  the  gate  of  the  national  palace : 
I  went  up  to  it,  and  found  that  the  fitting  was  at  an  end. 

What !  on  the  day  of  an  infurredion,  when  the  found 
of  the  alarm-bell  fcarcely  ceafes  to  ftrike  the  ear,  when 
only  two  hours  before  forty  thoufand  men  in  arms  fur- 
rounded  the  convention,  and  petitioners  threatened  its 

members 
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members  from  the  b^lr,  the  affembly  Is  not  permanent  !— 
Surely  then  it  is  completely  fubjugated!  it  has  done 
every  thing,  that  it  was  ordered !  The  revolutionary 
pzvcr  is  fo  predominant,  that  the  convention  dares  not 
oppofe  it,  and  it  ftandsitfelfin  no  need  of  the  convention  ! 

'  Citizens,'  faid  I  to  fome  fans-culottes  colleded 
round  a  cannon,  '  has  every  thing  gone  well  ?  ' — '  O 
wonderfully  I  they  embraced  each  other,  and  fang  the 
hymn  of  the  Mar/eillois,  there,  under  the  tree  of  liberty,' — 
*  What,  then,  is  the  right  fide  appeafed  ?  — ^  Faith,  it 
was  obliged  to  liftcn  to  reafon/ — '  And  what  of  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve  ?' — '  It  is  kicked  into  the  ditch.*— 
*And  the  twenty-two  ?' — 'The  municipahty  will  have 
them  taken  up/ — 'Ay,  but  can  the  municipality?' — 
'  Why,  body  o'  me,  is  not  the  municipality  the  fovereign  ? 

It  is  high  time  it  fhould,  to  fet  thofe  b  of  traitors 

to  rights,  and  fupport  the  common-wealth/ — '  But  will 
the  departments  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  their  reprefenta- 
tives  *  *  *  — «  What  are  you  talking  about  ? — the 
Parifians  do  nothing  but  in  concert  with  the  departments  : 
they  faid  fo  to  the  convention/ — '  That  however  is  not 
quite  fo  certain,  for,  to  know  their  will,  the  primary  af- 
femblies  were  wandng/ — '  Was  there  any  want  of  primary 
aflemblies  on  the  icth  of  Auguft  ?  Did  not  the  de- 
partments approve  what  Paris  did  then  ?  The]/  will  do 
the  fame  now  :  it  is  Paris  that  is  favingthem/ — 'Or  ra- 
ther, it  is  Paris  that  is  ruining  itfelf/ 

I  had  crofied  the  court,  and  was  returning  to  my  iiack- 
ney- coach,  while  concluding  this  dialogue  with  an  old 
fans-culotte,  who  was  well  paid  no  doubt  for  tutoring  the 
dupes.  A  pretty  dog  followed  clofe  at  my  heels: — '  Is 
the  poor  brute  your's  ?'  faid  the  coachman  with  a 
tone  of  fenfibility  very  uncommon  amongft  his  fel- 
lows. 
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lows,  which  ftruck  me  exceedingly. — ^  No :  I  am  hot 
acquainted  with  him  :*  anfwered  I  gravely,  as  if  fpeaking 
of  a  man,  but  in  reality  thinking  of  fomething  very  dif- 
ferent :  '  you  will  fet  me  down  at  the  galleries  of  the 
Louvre.*  There  I  meaned  to  call  on  a  friend,  with 
whom  I  intended  to  concert  the  means  of  conveying  Ro- 
land out  of  Paris.  We  had  not  gone  a  dozen  yards  be- 
fore the  coach  flopped.  '  What  is  the  matter  ?*  faid  I 
to  the  coachman. — ^  Ah,  he  has  left  me ;  like  a  fool  for 
I  wanted  to  keep  him  for  my  iitde  boy.  They  would 
have  been  rare  company  for  one  another.  Here! 
Here  !  my  little  fellow.' — I  recollected  the  dog,  and  was 
highly  pleafed  at  having  for  my  coachman,  at  fuch  an 
hour,  a  good-natured  man,  poffefTed  of  a  feeling  heart,  and 
a  father,  ^  Endeavour  to  catch  him  faid  I :  ^  you  fhall 
put  him  Into  the  coach,  and  I  will  take  care  of  him.' 
- — The  honeft  fellow,  quite  delighted,  caught  the 
dog,  opened  the  door,  and  gave  him  to  me  for  a  com- 
panion. The  poor  animal  appeared  fenfible,  that  he  had 
found  prote6lion  and  an  afylum,  and  carefled  me  with 
great  affeftion.  I  recolledled  the  tale  of  Sandi,  in  which 
he  defcribes  an  old  man,  who  being  weary  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  difgufted  with  their  paffions,  retired  to  a 
wood ;  and  there  conftrucled  himfelf  a  dwelling,  of  which 
he  enlivened  the  folitude  by  the  fociety  of  feveral  animals, 
who  repaid  his  cares  with  teftimonies  of  affedion,  and 
with  a  fpecies  of  gratitude,  with  which  he  contented  him- 
felf, for  want  of  meeting  with  its  like  among  mankind. 

Pafquier  was  juft  gone  to  bed.  He  rofe  ;  I  fubmitted 
to  him  my  plan  j  and  we  agreed,  that  he  fliould  call  on 
me  the  next  day  a  little  after  feven,  when  I  would  let  him 
know  where  his  friend  was  to  be  found.    I  ftepped  into 

my 
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my  coach  again,  and  was  proceeding  home,  when  I  was 
(topped  by  the  fentry,  at  the  poll  of  the  Samaritame 
^Have  a  little  patience:'  faid  the  honeft  coachman  in" a 
whifper,  and  turning  round  on  his  feat :  *  it  is  the  cuftom  at 
this  time  of  night.'-— The  ferjeant  came,  and  opened  the 
door.  ^  Who  have  wc  got  here *  A  woman/ — 
^Whence  do  you  com.e  ?' — ^  From  the  convention/ — • 

*  It  is  very  true/  faid  the  coachman,  putting  in  his  word, 
as  if  he  were  afraid  I  fhould  not  be  believed. — ^Whither 
are  you  going  V — ^  Home/- — ^  Have  you  no  bundles  V — 

*  Nothing  at  all,  as  you  may  fee/ — ^  But  the  aifembly  is 
broke  up/ — 'Yes :  to  my  forrow,  for  I  had  a  petition  to 
prefent/ — '  A  woman  !  at  this  hour !  it  is  extremely 
ftrange  :  it  is  very  imprudent/ — '  It  certainly  is  not  a  very 
common  occurrence,  nor  is  it  with  me  a  matter  of  choice, 
I  muft  have  had  ftrong  reafons  for  it/ — ^But,  madam, 
alone  ?' — '  How,  fir,  alone  !  Do  you  not  fee  that  I  have 
innocence  and  truth  for  my  companions  ?  what  would  you 
have  more?'— ^  Well!  I  muft  be  contented  with  your 
reafons/ — You  are  quite  in  the  right  /  replied  I,  in  a 
gentler  tone :  *  for  they  are  good  ones/ 

The  horfes  were  fo  tired,  that  the  coachman  was 
obliged  to  pull  them  by  the  bridle,  to  get  them  up  the 
fteep  part  of  the  Rue  de  la  Harpe.  At  length,  how- 
ever, I  reached  home,  paid  my  coach,  and  had  afcended 
eight  or  ten  fteps,  when  a  man,  who  had  flipped  in  at 
the  gate  unperceived  by  the  porter,  and  who  was  clofe  at 
my  heels,  begged  me  to  condud  him*  to  citizen  Roland. 
— ^To  his  apartment  I  will  condud  you  with  pleafiire,  if 
you  have  any  thing  advantageous  to  impart :  but  to  him  is 

*  A  fountain  at  one  end  of  the  Pont  J^seuf,  Tranf. 
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impofTible/ — ^  Why,  I  came  to  let  him  know  that  they 
are  abfolutely  determined  to  put  him  in  confinement  this 
very  evening.' — 'They  muft  be  cunning  indeed  if  they 
accom.plifn  their  purpofe.' — *  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  it ; 
for  it  is  an  honeft  citizen  you  are  fpeakingto.' — ^Well 
and  good/  faid  I,  and  went  up  flairs,  without  well  know- 
ing whac  to  think  of  the  matter. 

I  may  be  aflced,  why,  under  fuch  circumftances,  I  re- 
turned to  th&  houfe  ?  nor  is  the  queflion  irrelevant ; 
for  flander  had  attacked  me  too,  and  malevolence  might 
dire6l  its  fnafts  againft  my  bofom  ;  but  to  give  a  proper 
anfwer  to  it,  the  ftate  of  my  mind  ought  to  be  com^ 
pletely  developed i  and  that  would  require  details,  which 
I  referve  for  a  future  period :  their  refuits  will  be  all  I 
fliall  notice  at  prefent.  I  have  naturally  an  averfion  to 
€very  thing  in  confident  with  the  grand,  bold,  and  ingenu- 
ous proceedings  of  innocence :  an  effort  to  efcape  from  the 
hand  of  injuftice  would  be  to  me  more  painful,  than  any 
thing  it  can  inflift.  In  the  laft  two  months  of  Roland's 
adminiftration,  our  friends  often  urged  us  to  quit  the  hotel^ 
and  three  feveral  times  they  found  means  to  make  us  fleep 
from  home;  but  it  was  ahvays  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
yon.  It  v/as  an  aiiafTination  that  was  then  apprehended; 
but  I  was  of  opinion,  that  no  one  would  readily  under- 
take to  violate  the  afylum  of  a  man  Invefled  with  a  public 
ofKce;  and  if  there  were  villains  bold  enough  to  attempt 
fuch  a  crime,  it  appeared  to  me,  that  its  perpetration 
would  not  be  altogether  ufelefs.  At  all  events,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  minifter  to  be  at  his  pofl,  for  there  his 
death  would  cry  aloud  for  vengeance,  and  be  a  lefTon  to 
the  republic  ;  while  it  was  pofTible  to  reach  his  life  when 
abroad,  with  equal  advantage  to  the  devifers  of  the  deed, 
"but  with  lefs  benefit  to  the  public  weal,  and  lefs  glory  to 
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the  viaim.  Such  reafoning,  I  am  well  aware,  will  be 
deemed  abfurd  by  thofe  who  prefer  life  to  all  things : 
but  he,  who  fees  any  value  on  his  exigence  in  a  period  of 
revolution,  will  fet  none  on  virtue,  on  honour,  or  on  his 
country.  Accordingly  I  refufed  to  leave  the  hotel  in  the 
month  of  January  Roland's  bed  was  in  my  chamber, 
that  we  might  both  undergo  the  fame  fate:  and  under 
my  pillow  I  kept  a  piftol,  not  to  kill  thofe  who  might 
come  to  murder  us,  but  to  fecure  myfelf  from  their  out- 
rages, if  they  offered  to  lay  hands  upon  my  perfon. 

When  out  of  office  the  obligation  was  no  longer  the 
fame,  and  I  thought  it  right  in  Roland  to  fliun  the  fury 
of  the  populace,  and  the  clutches  of  his  enemies.  As  to 
me,  they  had  not  an  equal  intereft  in  doing  me  a  mifchief : 
killing  me  would  be  incurring  an  odium  they  did  not 
defire;  and  my  commitment  to  prifon  would  be  of  little 
fervice  to  them,  and  to  me  no  great  misfortune.  If  they 
fliould  feel  any  fenfe  of  fhame,  wifh  to  proceed  accord- 
ing to  form,  and  begin  the  bufmefs  by  making  me  un- 
dergo an  examination,  I  fliould  find  no  difficulty  in  con- 
founding them and  my  anfwers  might  even  ferve  to 
difpel  more  rapidly  the  delufion  of  thofe  vv'ho  were 
only  milled  in  regard  to  Roland.  If  they  fhould  dare  to  go 
the  length  of  another  fecond  of  September,  it  could  only  be 
becaufe  all  the  honeil  members  of  the  convention  would 
be  alfo  in  their  power,  and  becaufe  all  would  be  loitat  Paris. 
In  that  cafe  1  fliould  prefer  death,  to  living  a  witnefs  of  my 
country's  ruin  j  and  glory  in  being  comprehended  among 
the  glorious  vidims  facrificed  to  guilty  fury.  That  fury, 
glutted  by  my  deftrudlion,  would  be  lefs  violent  againfb 
Roland,  who,  if  once  faved  from  this  crifis,  might  ftill 
render  great  fervices  to  the  public  in  other  parts  of 
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(    i8  ) 

France.  Thus,  of  two  things  one  was  fure  to  happen! 
cither  I  might  only  rifque  imprifonment  and  a  trial,  which 
would  redound  to  my  hufband's  and  my  country's  good ; 
or  clfe,  if  I  were  doomed  to  perillij  it  would  be  under  cir« 
cumftances  in  which  life  itfelf  would  be  a  burthen. 

I  have  an  amiable  daughter.  I  fuckled  her  myfelf  *. 
I  have  brought  her  up  with  the  enthufiaftic  anxiety 
of  maternal  love.  I  have  fet  before  her  fuch  ex- 
amples, as  at  her  age  will  not  be  forgotten  5  and  doubt 
not  but  fhe  will  make  a  good  and  accompliflied  woman. 
Her  education  may  be  completed  without  my  afliftance, 
and  her  father  will  derive  confolation  from  her  cxiftence ; 
but  Ihe  will  never  feel  my  ftrong  afFeftions ;  fhe  will 
never  know  my  pains,  nor  my  pleafures :  and  yet  were  I  to 
be  born  again,  and  to  have  my  choice  of  difpofi- 
tions,  I  would  not  change  my  temper  of  mind,  but  would 
afk  of  the  gods  to  make  me  fuch  as  I  am.  Since 
Roland's  refignation,  I  had  lived  fo  fecluded  from 
the  world,  that  I  had  fcarccly  the  fmallefl:  in- 
tercourfe  with  any  human  creature:  the  family  atone 
houfe,  in  which  I  might  have  concealed  myfelf,  was  gone 
into  the  country  5  in  another  there  was  a  fick  perfon, 
which  rendered  the  admifTion  of  a  new  gueft  difficulty 
and  that  in  which  Roland  lay  hidden,  could  not  accommo- 
date me  without  the  greateft  inconvenience ;  it  would  be- 
fides  have  been  fufpicious,  if  not  impolitic,  for  me 
to  have  been  in  the  fame  place  with  him ;  and,  in  the  laft 
place,  I  (hould  even  have  been  forry  to  abandon  my  fer- 
vants.  I  therefore  returned  home,  quieted  their  uneafmefs, 
already  excited  to  a  confiderable  degree,  kiffed  my 

*  In  France  it  was  unufual  for  any  but  women  of  the  very 
loweft  clalTes  to  fuckle  their  children.  Tranf, 
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child,  and  took  my  pen,  to  write  a  note,  which  I  intend- 
cd  to  difpatch  early  in  the  morning  to  my  hufband. 

Scarcely  had  I  fat  down,  when  I  heard  a  knock  at  the 
door.  It  was  about  midnight.  A  numerous  deputation 
of  the  commune  appeared,  and  inquired  for  Roland. — 
^  He  is  not  at  home/ — '  But,'  faid  the  perfon  who  wore 
an  officer's  gorget,  ^  where  can  he  be  ?  when  will  he  re- 
turn ?  You  are  acquainted  with  his  habits,  and  can  judge 
of  the  hour  of  his  coming  home/ — 'I  know  not,'  replied 
I,  *  whether  your  orders  authorife  you  to  alk  fuch  quef- 
tions  s  but  this  I  know,  that  nothing  can  oblige  me  to 
anfwer  them.  As  Roland  left  the  houfe  while  I 
was  at  the  convention,  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to 
make  me  his  confidante.    This  is  all  I  have  to  fay.' 

The  whole  troop  withdrew  much  diflatisfied ;  but  I 
perceived  that  a  fentry  was  left  at  my  door,  and  a  guard 
at  that  of  the  houfe.  I  therefore  inferred,  that  I  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fummon  ftrength  to  fupport  the 
worft  that  might  happen.  Being  overcome  with  fa- 
tigue, I  ordered  fupper,  finifhed  my  letter,  entrufted  it  to 
my  faithful  maid,  and  retired  to  bed,  I  flept  foundly  for 
about  an  hour,  when  a  fervant  came  into  my  chamber, 
to  inform  me,  that  fome  gentlemen  of  the  fe6lion  re- 
quefted  me  to  ftep  into  the  adjoining  apartment.  *  I  un- 
derftand  what  it  means,'  replied  I :  ^  go,  child ;  I  will 
not  make  them  wait.'  I  fprung  out  of  bed,  and  was 
drefling  myfelf  when  my  maid  came  in,  and  exprclfed  her 
furprife  at  my  being  at  the  pains  to  put  on  any  thing 
more  than  my  bed-gown. — '  When  people  are  going 
abroad,' faid  I,  'they  fhouldatleaft  be  decent.'— The  poor 
woman  looked  in  my  face,  and  the  tears  guftied  from  her 
eyes.    I  went  into  the  next  room. 
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*  We  come,  Citoyenney  to  take  you  into  cuftody,  and  to 
put  feals  upon  your  property.' — ^  Where  is  your  autho- 
rity — '  Here/  faid  a  man,  taking  out  of  his  pocket  a 
warrant  from  the  revolutionary  committee  *,  ordering  me 
to  be  committed  to  the  Abbey,  without  fpecifying  any  mo- 
tive for  my  arreft,  '  I  have  a  right  to  tell  you,  like  Roland, 
thati  know  nothing  of  your  committee,  that  I  will  not  obey 
its  orders,  and  that  you  fliall  not  take  me  hence,  unlefs 
by  violence.' — ^  Here  is  another  order,'  faid  a  litde  hard- 
featured  man,  in  great  hafte,  and  in  a  commanding  tone 
of  voice,  reading  to  me  one  from  the  commune,  which 
direfted  alfo,  without  alleging  any  charge,  the  commit- 
ment of  both  Roland  and  his  wife.  In  the  mean  time 
I  deliberated,  whether  I  fhould  carry  my  refift- 
ance  to  the  utmoft,  or  quietly  refign  myfelf  into  their 
hands.  I  had  a  right  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  law,  which 
prohibits  noflurnal  arrefts ;  and  if  the  law,  which  autho- 
rifes  the  miUnicipality  to  feize  fulpe^led  perfons  were  urged, 
I  might  retort  the  illegality*  of  the  municipality  itfelf^ 
cafhiered  and  created  anew  by  an  arbitrary  power.  But 
then  this  power  is  in  a  manner  fandioned  by  the  citizens 
of  Paris  ;  the  law  is  no  more  than  an  empty  name,  em- 
ployed for  the  purpofe  of  trampling  more  fecurely  on  the 
niofl:  ackowledged  rights ;  and  violence  prevails,  to 
which,  if  I  had  compelled  thefe  brutes  to  refort, 
they  might  have  preferved  no  bounds  in  its  applica- 
tion. Refiftance  therefore  was  vain,  and  could  ferve 
only  to  expofe  me  to  indignities  and  infult. 

^  How  do  you  mean  to  proceed,  gentlemen  — *  We 

*  The  author  means  the  committee  of  infurredion  of  the  com- 
mune of  the  3 1ft  of  May. 
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have  fent  for  ajuftlce  of  peace  of  the  fedllon,  and  you  fee 
here  a  detachment  of  his  armed  force/ — The  juftice  of 
peace  came,  went  into  the  parlour,  and  fealed  up  every 
thing,  even  to  the  windows  and  the  drawers  containing 
linen.  One  ftrange  fellow  would  have  had  iht  forte  piano 
fealed  up  too,  but  he  was  told  it  was  a  mufical  in- 
ftrument ;  he  then  drew  out  a  foot  rule,  and  took  its 
dimenfions,  as  if  he  intended  it  for  fome  particular 
place.  1  afked  leave  to  take  out  my  daughter's  clothes, 
and  made  up  a  fmall  packet  of  night-clothes  for  myfelf. 
In  the  mean  time  fifty  or  a  hundred  perfons  were  pafTing 
backwards  and  forwards  continually,  completely  filled 
two  rooms,  crowded  every  place,  and  might  eafily  have 
concealed  malevolent  perfons  difpofed  either  to  depofit 
or  to  carry  any  thing  away.  The  atmofphere  became  in- 
feded  with  noifome  exhalations,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
redre  to  the  window  of  the  and-chamber  for  a  little  frefh 
air.  The  officer  not  daring  to  lay  his  commands  upon  this 
crowd,  requefted  them  now  and  then  in  gentle  terms  to 
withdraw,  which  only  ferved  to  produce  the  exchange 
of  one  fet  of  perfons  for  another.  Sitting  down  at  my 
bureau,  I  wrote  to  a  friend  concerning  my  fituadon,  and  to 
recommend  my  daughter  to  his  care.  I  was  folding  up 
the  letter,  when  Mr.  Nicaud,  the  bearer  of  the  order  from 
the  commune,  told  me  it  wasneceflary  I  fliould  read  what  I 
had  written  to  them,  and  let  them  know  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dreflfed. — haye  no  objection  to  read  it,  if  that  will  fadsfy 
you.' — ^Noj  it  would  be  better  to  let  us  know  to  whom 
you  are  wridng.' — *  I  iliall  do  no  fuch  thing  :  the  tide  of  my 
friend  is  not  of  a  nature,  at  prefent,  to  induce  me,  to 
name  theperfon.on  whom  I  beftow  it:'  and  on  my  faying 
this  I  tore  the  letter  to  pieces.    While  I  turned  myfelf 
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from  them,  they  gathered  up  the  fragments,  in  ordef 
to  feal  them  up :  a  ftupid  precaution,  which  tempted  me 
to  laugh ;  for  the  letter  was  without  an  addrefs. 

At  length,  at  feven  in  the  morning,  I  left  my  daughter 
and  my  fervants,  after  having  exhorted  them  to  be  pa- 
tient and  calm,  and  feeling  myfelf  more  honoured  by  their 
tears,  than  dejeded  by  the  opprefllon  of  which  I  was  the 
vi61:im. — ^You  have  people  there,  who  love  you;'  faid 
one  of  the  commiflioners. — ^  I  never  had  any  about  me 
who  did  not replied  I,  while  walking  down  ftairs. 
From  the  bottom  of  the  ftair-cafe  to  the  coach,  which 
was  drawn  up  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  I  found 
two  ranks  of  armed  citizens;  and  proceeded  gravely 
with  meafured  fteps,  and  with  my  eyes  fixed  upon  thefe 
pufillanimous  or  deluded  men.    The  armed  force  fol- 
lowed the  coach  in  two  files ;  while  the  wretched  po- 
pulace, deceived,  and  mafifacred  in  the  perfons  of  its 
true  friends,  flopped  as  I  pafied  by,  attracted  by  the 
fight,  and  feveral  of  the  women  exclaimed,  ^  Away  zvith  her 
to  the  gidllotineJ — ^  Shall  we  draw  up  the  blinds?' faid 
one  of  the  commifTioners  very  civilly. — ^  No,  gentlemen, 
innocence,  however  opprefied,  never  puts  on  the  guife  of 
criminality :  I  fear  not  the  eye  of  any  one,  nor  will  I 
conceal  myfelf  from  any  perfon's  view.  — ^  You  have 
more  ftrength  of  mind  than  many  men:  you  wait  pa- 
tiently for  juftice.' — ^  Juftice  !   Were  juftice  done  I 
Ihould  not  be  now  in  your  hands :  but  Ihould  an  ini- 
quitous procedure  fend  me  to  the  fcaffold,  I  fhall  walk 
to  it  with  the  fame  firmnefs  and  tranquillity  with  which  I 
now  go  to  prifon.   My  heart  bleeds  for  my  country  j  and 
I  regret  my  miftake  in  fuppofing  it  qualified  for  liberty  and 
happinefs :  but  life  I  appreciate  at  its  due  value  5  I  never 
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feared  aught  but  guilt ;  and  injuftlce  and  death  I  de- 
fplfe,' — The  poor  commiflioners  underftood  but  little 
of  this  language,  and  probably  thought  it  very  arifto- 
cratic. 

We  arrived  at  the  Abbey,  the  theatre  of  thofe  bloody 
fcenes,  the  revival  of  which  the  jacobins  have  for  fome 
time  preached  up  with  fo  much  fervour.  Five  or 
fix  field  beds,  with  as  many  men  ftrctched  on  them,  in 
a  dark  and  dreary  room,  were  the  firft  objeds  that 
ftruck  my  fight.  After  palTing  the  wicket,  every  thing 
feemed  in  motion ;  and  my  guides  made  me  afcend  a 
dirty  and  narrow  flair-cafe.  At  length  we  came  to 
the  keeper's  apartment,  and  found  him  in  a  kind  of  little 
parlour,  kept  tolerably  clean,  where  he  offered  me  a  feat. 
*  Where  is  my  room  ?'  faid  I  to  his  wife,  a  corpulent 
woman,  of  an  agreeable  countenance. — ^  Madam,  I  did 
not  exped  you :  I  have  no  room  as  yet :  but  in  the 
mean  time  you  will  remain  here.*  —  The  commif- 
fioners  went  into  the  adjoining  room,  directed  an  entry  of 
their  warrant  to  be  made,  and  gave  their  verbal  orders. 
Thefe,  I  afterwards  learnt,  were  very  fevere,  and  often 
renewed  afterwards,  but  they  durft  not  give  them  in 
writing ;  and  the  keeper  knew  his  trade  too  well  literally 
to  obferve  what  he  was  under  no  obligation  lo  perform. 
He  is  an  a6live,  obliging,  and  civil  man,  and  in 
fulfilling  his  official  duties  does  every  thing  that  hu- 
manity or  juftice  can  demand. — ^What  would  you 
choofe  for  breakfaft  ?' — '  A  little  capillaire  and  water.' 

The  commiflloners  withdrew,  obferving  to  me,  that 
if  Roland  were  not  guilty,  there  could  have  been  no  oc- 
cafion  for  him  to  abfcond. — *  It  is  fo  ftrange  to  fufpedl 
a  man,  who  has  rendered  fuch  important  fervices  to  the 
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Gaufe  of  liberty ;  there  is  fomething  fo  aboriiinable  in 
calumniating,  and  perfecuting  with  fuch  bitter  rage,  a 
minifter  whofe  condu6l  is  fo  open,  and  whofe  accounts 
are  fo  clear,  that  he  is  fully  juftified  in  avoiding  the  laft 
outrages  of  envy.  Juft  as  Ariilides,  and  fevere  as  Cato, 
•  it  is  to  his  virtues  he  is  indebted  for  his  enemies.  Their 
fury  knows  no  bounds:  but  let  them  fatiate  it  on  me  :  I 
defy  its  power,  and  devote  myfelf  to  death.  It  is  in- 
,  cumbent  on  him  to  fave  himfelf  for  the  fake  of  his  coun- 
try, to  which  he  may  yet  be  capable  of  rendering  im- 
portant fervlces.'  —  An  awkard  bow,  in  which  their 
ccnfufion  was  evident,  was  the  only  anfwer  the  gen- 
tlemen thought  fit  to  make  me. 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  fat  down  to  breakfaft, 
and  in  the  mean  time  a  bed-chamber  was  haftily  put  in 
order,  into  which  I  was  introduced. — ^  You  may  remain 
here,  madam,  the  whole  day ;  and  if  I  cannot  get  an 
apartment  ready  for  you  this  evening,  as  we  are  rather 
crowded,  abed  fliall  be  made  up  in  the  parlour.' — After 
faying  this,  the  keeper's  wife  made  fome  civil  obferva- 
tions  ;on  the  regret  fhe  felt  whenever  a  perlbn  of  her 
own  fex  arrived,  '  for,'  added  rtie,  ^  they  have  not  all  your 
ftrene  countenance,  madam.' — I  thanked  her  with  a 
fmile;  and  Ihe  locked  me  in. 

Well,  then,  I  am  in  prifon,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  fitting 
down,  and  falling  into  the  deepeft  reverie.  The  mo- 
ments that  followed  I  would  not  exchange  for  thofe 
which  others  may  efteem  the  happieft  of  my  life, 
nor  will  they  ever  be  erafed  from  my  memory.  In  a 
critical  fituation,  and  with  a  ftormy  and  precarious 
period  in  view,  they  made  me  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
honefty  and  fortitude,  in  union  with  a  good  confer- 
ence. 
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ence,  and  firm  temper  of  mind.  Hitherto  impelled  by 
circumftances,  my  adlions,  in  this  crifis,  had  been  the 
refult  of  ftrong  feelings,  hurrying  me  away.  How  grate- 
ful to  find  their  effects  jufiified  by  the  fober  operation  of 
reafon !  I  recalled  the  paft  to  my  mind :  I  calculated 
future  events :  and  if,  while  liftening  to  a  tender  heart, 
I  fometimes  felt  too  powerful  an  aff^edion,  I  did  not  dif- 
cover  one  that  could  fufFufe  my  cheek  with  a  blufh ; 
not  one,  but  what  ferved  to  keep  alive  my  courage, 
nor  one  that  my  reafon  was  not  able  to  fubdue.  I  de- 
voted myfelf,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  voluntarily  to  my  deftiny, 
whatever  it  might  be  :  I  defied  its  rigour,  and  fixed  my- 
felf firmly  in  that  ftate  of  mind,  in  which  we  only  feek 
employment  for  the  prefent,  without  giving  ourfelves 
any  concern  about  the  future.  But  this  tranquillity  with 
regard  to  what  concerned  me  alone,  1  did  not  even  en- 
deavour to  extend  to  the  fate  of  my  country,  and  of 
my  friends  :  I  waited  for  the  evening  paper,  and  liftened 
to  the  noife  in  the  ftreet  with  inexpreffible  anxiety.  I 
did  not  however  negled  to  make  inquiry  concerning 
my  new  fituadon,  and  what  portion  of  liberty  was  left 
me. — ^  May  I  write  ?  May  I  fee  any  body  ?  What  will 
be  my  expences  here  ?*  were  my  firfl:  queftions.  Lavac- 
querie,  the  keeper,  acquainted  me  with  the  diredlions 
given  him,  and  the  liberty  he  could  venture  to  take 
with  orders  of  that  kind.  I  wrote  to  my  faithful  maid, 
to  come  and  fee  me ;  but  it  was  agreed  that  fhe  Ihould 
keep  this  indulgence  a  fecret. 

The  firft  vifit  I  received  at  the  Abbey  was  from 
Grandpre,  on  the  day  of  my  arrival. — ^  You  fhould  write 
to  the  afiembly,'  faid  he :  *  have  you  not  yet  been  think- 
ing of  it  r — *  No :  and  now  you  put  me  in  mind, 
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I  do  not  fee  how  I  fliall  be  able  to  get  my  letter  read  ?' 
— *  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  affift  you/ — ^  Very  well :  then 
I  will  write.' — ^  Do  fo.  I  will  return  in  two  hours/— 
He  left  me,  and  I  wrote  as  follows. 

'  Madame  Roland  to  the  National  Convention. 

Abbey  Prifon,  June  1,  1793. 

«  LEGISLATORS  !  I  have  juft  been  torn  from 
my  home,  from  the  arms  of  my  daughter,  a  girl  of 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  am  detained  in  the  Abbey, 
by  virtue  of  orders  which  affign  no  caufe  for  my  con- 
finement.  Thofe  orders  were  iflued  by  a  revolutionary 
committee;  and  commifTioners  of  the  commune,  who 
accompanied  thofe  of  the  committee,  (hewed  me  others 
from  the  council  general,  which  were  equally  defedlive.*'* 
Thus  am  I  placed  in  the  light  of  a  culprit  before  the 
eyes  of  the  public,  I  was  dragged  to  prifon  with  great 
parade,  in  the  midft  of  an  oflentatious  guard,  and  of 
a  mifled  populace,  fome  of  whom  were  for  fending  me 
to  the  fcaffold ;  without  my  condudtors  being  able  to  af- 
fign  to  me  or  to  any  other  perfon  the  reafon  why  I  was 
prefumed  a  criminal,  and  treated  accordingly.  This  is 
not  all.  The  bearer  of  the  orders  of  the  commune  made  no 
ufe  of  them  except  in  regard  to  myfelf,  and  to  make  me 
fign  minutes  of  what  paffed :  as  foon  as  I  quitted  my 
apartment,  I  was  delivered  over  to  the  commifTioners 
of  the  revolutionary  committee,  who  conduced  me  to 
the  Abbey  ;  and  on  their  warrant  alone  I  was  conftituted 
a  prifoner.    An  attefted  copy  of  that  warrant,  figned  by 

*  The  words  between  double  commas  had  been  changed. 
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a  fingle  individual  poflefling  no  office,  Is  here  fub- 
joined.  Every  thing  in  my  houfe  has  been  fealed  up ; 
and  while  that  v^as  doing,  which  was  from  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning  till  feven,  a  crowd  of  citizens  filled  my 
apartment.  If,  among  the  number,  there  were  any  ma- 
licious perfon,  capable  of  privately  flipping  falfe  evi- 
dence into  a  library  open  in  every  part,  he  could  not 
want  an  opportunity; 

^  As  early  as  yefterday,  the  fame  committee  fought  to 
put  the  late  minifter  under  arreft,  though  the  laws  ren- 
der him  accountable  to  you  alone  for  the  adls  of  his 
adminiftration,  and  though  he  has  been  inceffantly  fo- 
liciting  an  enquiry. 

^  Roland  had  protefted  againft  the  order,  and  the 
bearers  of  it  had  withdrawn.  He  had  afterwards  left 
his  houfe,  to  fpare  Errour  a  crime,  while  I  was  on  my 
way  to  the  convention,  to  give  it  inforrriation  of  thofe  at- 
tempts but  it  was  in  vain  that  I  procured  the  tranfmiflion 
of  a  letter  to  the  prefident :  it  was  not  read.  I  went 
thither  to  ^cmznA  jujlice  and  prote5fion  :  I  demand  them 
again,  and  with  ftronger  claims,  for  I  too  am  opprefT- 
ed.  I  demand  of  the  convention,  to  order  an  account 
of  the  caufe  and  the  manner  of  my  being  apprehended, 
to  be  laid  before  itj  and  I  demand  its  decifion.  If  it 
confirm  my  arreft,  I  appeal  to  the  law  which  ordains 
the  declaration  of  the  crime,  and  the  examination  of 
the  prifoner  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  of 
his  caption.  And  in  the  laft  place,  I  demand  a  report 
on  the  accounts  of  that  irreproachable  man,  who  exhi- 
bits an  inftance  of  perfecution  unheard  of  before,  and 
who  feems  deftined  to  give  to  all  Europe  the  terrible 
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leflbn  of  virtue  profcrlbed  by  the  bllndnefs  of  infuriate 
prejudice. 

*  If  to  have  fhared  the  ftridlnefs  of  his  principles, 
the  energy  of  his  mind,  and  the  ardour  of  his  love  of 
liberty,  be  a  crime  ;  I  plead  guilty,  and  await  my  pu- 
nifliment.  Pronounce  fentence,  legiflators:  France, 
freedom,  the  fate  of  the  republic,  and  of  yourfelves, 
depend  on  this  day's  diftribution  of  that  juftice,  which 
it  is  yours  to  difpenfe.' 

The  agitation,  in  which  I  had  pafled  the  preceding 
night,  made  me  feel  extreme  fatigue.,  I  defired  to 
have  a  chamber  that  very  evening ;  and  obtained  one, 
of  which  I  took  poffefiion  at  ten  o'clock.  When  I  en- 
tered it,  and  found  myfelf  furroundcd  by  four  dirty  walls, 
in  the  midftof  which  was  a  bed  without  curtains  when  I 
perceived  a  double-grated  window  j  and  when  I  was  af- 
failed  by  that  fm^^l,  which  a  perfon  accuftomed  to  an 
apartment  extremely  clean,  always  finds  in  thofc  that  are 
not  fo,  I  was  fenfible  that  I  was  indeed  an  inhabitant 
of  a  prilbn,  and  that  I  had  no  pleafure  to  exped  from 
fuch  a  fituation.  My  room,  however,  was  fufficiently 
Ipacious ;  there  was  a  fire-place ;  the  bed-clothes  were 
tolerable ;  a  pillow  was  given  me ;  and  eftimating  things, 
in  themfelves,  without  entering  into  comparifons,  I  deem- 
ed myfelf  not  altogether  badly  accommodated.  I  went 
to  bed  fully  refolved  to  remain  in  it  as  long  as  I  Ihould 
find  myfelf  comfortable  there;  and  was  not  up  at  ten 
in  the  morning,  when  Grandpre  arrived.  He  did  not 
appear  lefs  afFefted,  but  more  uneafy,  than  the  pre- 
ceding evening ;  and  caft  a  mournful  look  around  the 
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wretched  room,  which  already  appeared  tolerable  to  ine,  for 
I  had  llept  in  it. 

*  How  did  you  pafs  the  night  faid  he  with  the  tears 
(landing  in  his  eyes. — ^  I  was  repeatedly  waked  by  the 
noife ;  but  fell  afleep  again  as  foon  as  It  was  over,  in 
fpite  even  of  the  alarm-bell,  which  T  thouglit  I  heard 
tliis  morning. —  Ha  ! — is  it  not  founding  ftill  ?' — ^  Why 
I  thought  fo  :— but  it  is  nothing.' — '  Be  it  as  it  pleafes 
heaven :  if  they  kill  me,  it  fliall  be  in  this  bed  j 
for  I  am  fo  weary,  that  hc^re  I  will  expe6(:  my  fate.  Is  any 
thing  new  brought  forward  againft  the  members  ?' — '  No. 
I  have  brought  back  your  letter.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  well 
as  Champagneux's,  that  the  beginning  fliouldbe  foftened. 
Here  is  what  we  propofe  to  fubilitute ;  and  then  you 
fhould  write  a  line  or  two  to  the  minifler  of  the  home 
department,  that  he  may  tranfmit  your  letter  officially, 
which  would  enable  me  the  better  to  folicit  its  being 
read.' — I  took  the  paper ;  looked  at  it ;  and  faid  to 
him,  ^  If  I  thought  my  letter  would  be  read  as  it  now 
(lands,  fo  it  (hould  remain,  even  were  I  fure  of  its  be- 
ing attended  with  no  advantage  to  myfclfi  for  it  is 
hardly  polTible  to  hope  for  juftice  from  the  convention. 
The  truths  addreffed  to  it  are  not  for  an  a/Tembly  which 
is  at  prefent  incapable  of  putdng  them  in  pradlice  i  but 
they  fhould  be  uttered,  that  they  may  be  heard  by  the 
departments.' 

I  perceived,  that  my  exordium  might  prevent  the 
reading  of  the  letter,  and  that  confequently  it  would 
be  a  folly  to  let  it  (land  :  I  therefore  omitted  the  firfl: 
three  paragraphs,  and  fubftituted  what  was  propofed  to 
me  in  their  ftead.  As  to  the  minifter's  interference,  I 
was  fcnfible  it  would  render  the  proceeding  more  re- 
gular : 
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gular :  and  though  Garat  fcarcely  deferved  the  honour 
of  being  written  to,  I  knew  how  to  do  it  without  lef- 
fening  myfelf,  and  addrelTed  him  in  the  following  lines. 

*  To  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  Department. 

*  THE  part  of  adminiftration  allotted  to  you,  citi- 
zen, gives  you  a  right  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  to  denounce  their  violation  by  authorities 
that  hold  them  in  contempt.  I  am  perfuaded,  a 
fcnfe  of  juftice  will  make  you  happy  to  tranfmit  to  the 
convention  the  complaints  I  have  but  too  much  occa- 
Tion  to  make  a^ainft  the  opprefllon,  of  which  I  am  the 
viftim.' 

Rifing  about  noon,  I  confidered  how  I  fliould  ar- 
range my  nevT  apartment.     With  a  clean  napkin  I 
covered  a  little  paltry  table,  which  I  placed  near  my 
window,  intending  that  it  fhould  ferve  me  for  a  bureau, 
and  refolved  to  eat  my  meals  on  a  corner  of  the  chim- 
ney-piece, that  I  might  keep  the  table  clean,  and  in 
order,  for  writing.     Two  large  hat-pins,  ftuck  into 
the  boards,  ferved  me  as  a  port  manteau.    In  my  poc- 
ket I  had  Thomfon's  Seafons,  a  work  which  I  was 
fond  of  on  more  than  one  account  j  and  I  made  a  me- 
morandum of  fuch  other  books  as  I  Ihould  wifli  to  pro- 
cure.    Firft,  Plutarch's  Lives  of  Illuftrious  Perfons, 
which  at  eight  years  of  age  I  ufed  to  carry  to  church 
inftead  of  the  Exercifes  of  the  holy  week,  and  which 
I   had  not  read  regularly  fince  that  early  period: 
then  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  and  Sheridan's  Die- 
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tlonary,  In  order  to  improve  myfelf  In  the  Englifli  lan- 
guage. I  would  rather  have  continued  to  read  Mrs. 
Macaulay ;  but  the  perfon,  who  had  lent  me  Ibme  of 
the  firft  volumes,  was  not  at  home ;  and  I  lliould 
not  have  known  where  to  enquire  for  the  work> 
as  I  had  already  tried  in  vain  to  get  it  from  the 
bookfellers.  I  could  not  avoid  fmiling  at  my  peaceful 
preparations ;  for  there  was  a  great  tumult  in  the  town : 
the  drums  were  continually  beating  to  arms,  and  I  knew 
not  what  might  be  the  event.  At  any  rate,  faid  I  to 
myfelf,  they  will  not  prevent  my  living  to  my  laft  mo- 
ment: more  happy  in  my  confcious  innocence,  than  they 
can  be  with  the  rage  that  animates  them.  If  they  come, 
I  will  advance  to  meet  them,  and  go  to  death  as  a  man 
would  go  to  repofe. 

The  keeper's  wife  came  to  invite  me  to  her  apart- 
ment, where  (he  had  diredled  my  cloth  to  be  laid,  that 
I  might  dine  in  better  air.  On  repairing  thither,  I  found 
my  faithful  maid,  who  threw  herfelf  into  my  arms, 
bathed  in  tears,  and  half  fuffocated  by  her  fobs.  I 
could  not  avoid  melting  into  tendernefs  and  forrow. 
I  almoft  upbraided  myfelf  with  my  previous  tranquillity, 
when  I  reflefted  on  the  anxiety  of  thofe  who  were  at- 
tached to  me  5  and  when  I  defcribed  to  myfelf  the  an- 
guifh  firft  of  one  friend,  and  then  of  another,  my  heart 
was  rent  by  the  keeneft  fenfations  of  grief.  Poor  wo- 
man !  how  many  tears  have  I  caufed  her  to  fhed  !  and 
for  what  does  not  an  attachment  like  her's  atone  ?  In 
the  common  intercourfe  of  life  flie  fometimes  treats  me 
roughly,  but  it  is  when  Ihe  thinks  me  too  negligent  of 
what  may  contribute  to  my  health  or  happinefs;  and 
when  I  am  in  diftrefs,  the  office  of  complaining  is  her'% 
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and  that  of  confollng  mine.  There  was  no  getting  rid  of^ 
fo  inveterate  a  habit.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  to  her 
that,  by  giving  way  to  her  grief,  fhe  would  be  lefs  ca- 
pable of  rendering  me  fervice  that  fhe  was  more  ufe- 
ful  to  me  without,  than  within  the  walls  of  the  prifon, 
where  fhe  begged  me  to  permit  her  to  remain  and  that, 
upon  the  whole,  I  was  far  from  being  fo  unfortunate  as  Ihe 
imagined,  which  indeed  was  true.  Whenever  I  have  been 
ill^  I  have  experienced  a  particular  kind  of  ferenity,  un- 
queftionably  proceeding  from  my  mode  of  contemplat- 
ing things,  and  from  the  law  I  have  laid  down  for  my- 
felf,  of  always  fubmitcing  quietly  to  neceflity,  inftead  of 
revolting  againfl  it.  The  moment  I  take  to  my  bed, 
every  duty  feems  at  an  end,  and  no  folicitude  whatever 
has  any  hold  upon  me  :  I  am  only  bound  to  be  there, 
and  to  remain  there  with  refignation,  which  I  do  with  a 
very  good  grace.  I  give  freedom  to  my  imagination-; 
I  call  up  agreeable  imprefTions,  pleafmg  remembrances, 
and  ideas  of  happinefs ;  all  exertions,  all  reafonings,  and 
all  calculations,  I  difcard  :  giving  myfelf  up  entirely 
to  nature,  and,  peaceful  like  her,  I  fufFer  pain  without 
impatience,  and  feek  repofe  or  cheerfulnefs.  I  find  that 
imprifonment  produces  on  me  nearly  the  fame  effedl  as 
difeafe  :  I  am  only  bound  to  be  in  prifon,  and  what  great 
hardihip  is  there  in  it  ?  I  am  not  fuch  very  bad  com- 
pany for  myfelf. 

I  foon  learnt  that  I  mufl  change  my  habitation. 
Viflims  were  abundant,  and  the  chamber  into  which 
I  had  been  put  would  contain  more  than  one  bed. 
That  I  might  be  alone,  I  was  obliged  in  the  evening 
to  be  fhut  up  in  a  little  clofet,  and  confequently 
to  remove  the  whole  of  my  eftabliihment.  The 
8  window 
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window  of  my  new  apartment  is,  I  believe,  over  the 
fentry,  who  guards  the  prifon-gate.  All  the  night  I 
heard,  PFbo  goes  there? — kill  him! — guard !—patrole !— 
called  out  in  a  thundering  voice.  The  houfes  were 
illuminated;  and  from  the  number  and  frequency  of 
the  patroles  it  was  eafy  to  infer,  there  had  been  fomc 
commotions,  and  that  more  were  to  be  feared.  I  rofe 
early,  and  employed  myfelf  in  m.y  houfehold  affairs ; 
that  is  to  fay,  in  making  my  bed,  in  cleaning  my  little 
place,  and  in  rendering  my  perfon  and  every  thing  about 
me  as  neat  as  I  could.  Plad  I  defired  thefe  things  to  be 
done  for  me,  I  knew  that  I  fliould  not  have  been  re- 
fufed;  but  I  was  aware,  I  muft  have  paid  for  them 
dearly,  waited  a  long  time,  and  had  them  done  in  a 
very  flovenly  manner  at  laft.  By  taking  the  ofRce  on 
myfelf  I  was  fure  to  be  a  gainer:  I  was  fare  that  I  fiiould 
be  better  and  fooner  ferved,  and  that  the  trifling  prefents 
I  might  make  would  be  rated  the  higher,  becaufe  they 
would  be  altogether  gratuitous.  I  waited  with  impa- 
tience to  hear  the  maffy  bolts  of  my  door  opened,  that  I 
might  afk  for  a  newfpaper.  I  read  it :  the  decree  of  im- 
peachment againft  the  twenty-two  was  pafled :  the  paper 
fell  from  my  hands,  and  in  a  tranfport  of  grief  I  ex- 
claimed, '  My  country  is  undone  V 

Firm  and  tranquil,  while  I  imagined  myfelf  alone, 
or  nearly  alone,  beneath  the  yoke  of  opprefiion,  I  formed 
wilhes  for  the  future,  and  was  not  without  hope  that  the 
defenders  of  liberty  would  triumph.  But  guilt  and  error 
have  obtained  the  afcendancy;  the  national  reprefentation 
is  violated ;  its  integrity  is  deftroyed ;  every  one  in  it 
remarkable  for  probity,  fpirit,  and  talents,  is  profcribed ; 
the  commune  of  Paris  overawes  the  legiflative  body; 
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Paris  IS  undone ;  the  torch  of  civil  war  is  lighted  up ;  the 
cneiny  is  about  to  avail  himfelf  of  our  divifions ;  free- 
dom is  loft  to  the  north  of  France ;  and  the  whole  re- 
public is  become  a  prey  to  the  moft  dreadful  dlflenfions. 
Farewell  my  country !  fublime  illufions,  generous  facri- 
fices,  hope,  and  happinefs,  farewell!   At  twelve,  years 
old  I  lamented,  in  the  fir  ft  expanfions  of  my  youthful 
bofom,  that  I  was  not  born  a  citizen  of  Sparta,  or  of 
Rome;  and  in  the  French  revolution  I  thought  I  faw 
the  unhoped  for  application  of  the  principles  imprelTed 
upon  my  mind.    Liberty,  faid  I,  has  two  fources ;  good 
manners,  which  produce  fage  laws ;  and  knowledge, 
which  leads  us  to  both,  by  making  us  acquainted  with 
our  rights:  my  foul  will  no  longer  be  afBifted  by  the 
fpcdacle  of  mankind  debafed  :  the  human  race  will 
improve ;  and  the  happinefs  of  all  will  become  the  foun- 
dation and  the  fecurity  of  that  of  each  individual.  Splen- 
did chimeras !  dear  delufions,  from  which  I  reaped  fo 
much  delight,  you  arc  all  difpelled  by  the  horrible  cor- 
ruption of  this  vaft  city,    I  defpifed  life:  the  lofs  of  you, 
makes  me  deteft  it,  and  defy  the  utmoft  fury  of  the  men 
of  blood.    Anarcbifts,  favages,  for  what  await  you  ?  You 
who  have  profcribed  virtue,  v>^hy  do  you  r\ot  fpill  the 
blood  of  thofc  who  obey  her  laws  ?  when  Ihed  upon  the 
earth,  it  will  make  her  open  her  devouring  jaws,  and 
fwallow  you  up. 

The  courfc  of  things  ought  to  have  made  me  forefec 
the  event:  but  I  could  not  eafily  bring  myfclf  to  believe, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  convention  would  not  paufc  at 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger;  nor  could  I  help  being 
aftonilhed  at  the  decifive  ad,  which  tolled  its  paffing 
bell. 

At 
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At  prefent  a  fullen  fort  of  indignation  prevails  over 
every  other  fentiment :  as  indifferent  as  ever  to  what 
concerns  myfelf,  my  hopes  for  others  are  feeble;  and 
I  wait  for  events  with  more  curiofity  than  defire :  I  no 
longer  live  to  feel,  but  to  know.    It  was  not  long  ere  I 
learnt  that  the  revolutionary  movement  which  was  ordered 
on  purpofe  to  extort  the  decree  of  impeachment,  had 
excited  fome  uneafinefs  about  the  prifons.    That  was  the 
caufe  of  the  ftri6l  and  noify  guard  during  the  night;  and 
that  the  reafon  why  the  citizens  of  the  fedion  of  Unity 
would  not  obey  the  beat  of  drum,  which  called  them  to 
the  convention  5  but  remained  at  home,  to  watch  over 
their  property,  and  the  prifon  within  their  precind. 
I  difcovered  the  motive  of  Grandpre's  alarm  and  dif- 
quietude,  and  the  next  day  he  confefied  his  apprehen- 
fions.    He  had  repaired  to  the  affembly,  to  obtain  the 
reading  of  my  letter;  and,  during  eight  fucceflive  hours, 
he,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the  members,  had  repeatedly 
requefted  it  of  the  prefident  in  vain:  it  was  therefore 
evident,  that  I  fliould  not  be  able  to  get  it  read  at  all. 
Finding  by  the  Monitor^  that  my  fedion  (that  of  Beaure- 
paire)  had  expi-efled  its  fentiments  in  my  favour,  even 
after  my  Imprifonment,  it  occurred  to  me  to  write  to  it ; 
and  I  did  fo  in  the  following  terms. 

*  Citizens, 

^  THE  public  papers  inform  me,  that  you  have 
placed  Roland  and  his  wife  under  the  fafeguard  of  your 
fedtion.  This  1  knew  not  when  I  was  dragged  from  my 
family:  on  the  contrary,  the  bearer  of  the  orders  of  the 
commune  reprefented  the  armed  force,  by  which  he  was 
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accoinpani@d,  as  that  of  the  feftion,  granted  him  on 
his  reqiiifition,  and  fo  it  was  ftated  in  the  minutes  that 
were  taken  down.    The  moment  I  was  fhut  up  in  the 
Abbey^  I  wrote  to  the  convention,  and  applied  to  the 
minifter  of  the  interior- department,  to  forward  my  com- 
plaint.   I  underftand  he  complied  with  my  requeft, 
and  that  the  letter  was  delivered ;  but  not  read,    I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  an  attefted  copy.    If  the 
fedlion  think  it  not  beneath  its  dignity  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  fufFering  innocence,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fend  a  de- 
putation to  the  bar  of  the  convention,  there  to  make 
known  my  juft  complaints,  and  to  add  weight  to  my  re- 
clamations.   This  point  I  fubmit  to  its  wijdom:  I  add 
no  intreatyy  for  truth  has  but  one  language,  and  that  is  the 
expofition  o(  fa5fs.     Citizens  who  love  jujlice  are  not 
iond  o{hAVmgJu;ppUcatio7ts  addreffed  to  them,  2Xid  inno- 
cence is  incapable  of  affuming  the  character  of  a  fup- 
pliant. 

^  P.  S.  This  is  the  fourth  day  of  my  detention,  and  I 
have  not  yet  been  examined.  I  mud  obfervc,  that  the 
order  of  arreft  alTigned  no  reafon  for  my  confinement  i 
but  imported,  that  I  fliould  be  interrogated  on  the  fol- 
lov/ing  day.' 

Several  days  ebpfed  v;ithout  my  hearing  any  thing, 
and  ftill  I  underwent  no  examination.  I  had  however 
received  a  great  many  vifits  from  adminifirators  with 
foolifn  faces  and  dirty  ribbands,  fome  of  whom  faid  they 
belonged  to  the  police,  others  to  I  know  not  what ;  violent 
fans-culottes,  with  filthy  hair,  and  ftrift  obfervers  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  who  came  to  know  whether  the  pri- 
foners  were  fatisfied  with  their  treatment.    I  had  ex- 
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prefled  myfelf  to  them  all  with  the  energy  and  dignity  fulta- 
ble  to  oppreffed  innocence ;  and  had  noticed  among  them 
two  or  three  men  of  good  fenfe,  who  iinderftood  me,  with- 
out daring  to  take  my  part.  I  was  at  dinner,  when  five 
or  fix  were  announced  to  me  all  at  once.  One  came 
a  little  forward :  he,  who  afllimed  the  office  of  fpeaker, 
appeared  to  me,  before  he  opened  his  lips,  one  of 
thofe  empty-headed  babblers,  who  judge  of  their  merit 
by  ^the  volubility  of  their  tongue. — *  Good  morrow, 
Citoyenne.* — ^  Good  '  morrow,  fir.' — ^  Are  you  fatisfied 
with  this  houfe  ?  Have  you  any  reafon  to  complain  of 
your  treatment,  or  any  particular  demand  to  make  ? — 
'  I  complain  of  being  here ;  and  demand  my  enlarge- 
ment.'— *  Is  your  health  impaired  ?  or  does  folitude  af- 
fe6t  your  fpirits  ?* — ^  I  am  in  good  health,  and  not  at  all 
out  of  fpirits.  Ennui  is  the  difeafe  of  hearts  without  feel* 
ing,  and  of  minds  that  have  no  refources  in  themfelves* 
But  I  have  a  ftrong  feeling  of  injuftice,  and  proteft  againft 
the  lawlefs  oppreflion,  which  took  me  into  cuftody  with- 
out caufe,  and  has  fince  detained  me  without  examina- 
tion.'— *  Why,  in  a  period  of  revolution,  there  is  fo  much 
to  be  done,  that  there  is  not  time  to  attend  to  every 
thing.' — ^  A  woman,  to  whom  king  Philip  made  nearly 
the  fame  reply,  anfwered  him :  "  if  thou  haft  not  time 
to  do  me  juftice,  thou  haft  not  time  to  be  king." 
Take  care  you  do  not  oblige  opprefled  citizens  to  fay 
the  fame  thing  to  the  people,  or  rather  to  the  arbitrary 
authorities,  by  which  the  people  is  mifled.' — '  Adieu, 
citoyenneT — ^  Adieu  !' — hv\d  away  went  the  flippant  gen- 
tleman, not  knowing  what  anfwer  to  make  to  my 
reafons.  Thefe  people  appeared  to  me  to  have  entered 
purpofely  to  fee  how  I  looked  in  my  cage ;  but  they 
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might  go  a  great  way,  before  they  would  find  dolts  like 
themfelves. 

I  have  already  mentioned  my  having  inquired  into 
the  way  of  living  in  thefe  places.  Not  that  I  fet  any 
great  value  on  what  are  called  the  comforts  of  life.  I 
make  no  fcruple  of  enjoying  them  when  it  can  be  done 
without  inconvenience ;  but  it  is  always  in  moderation ; 
and  when  it  is  necefiary  there  is  no  one  of  them  that  I 
cannot  forego.  It  is  from  a  natural  love  of  order  that 
I  defire  to  know  the  amount  of  my  expenfes,  and  to 
regulate  them  according  to  the  circumftances  of  my 
fituation. 

I  was  informed  that  Roland,  when  minlfter,  thought 
five  livres  [4s.  2d.]  a  head,  the  daily  allowance  of  the 
prifonerSj  a  great  deal  too  much,  and  reduced  it  to  two 
[  IS.  8d.] :  but  the  exceflive  rife  in  the  price  of  provifions, 
which  within  thefe  few  months  has  been  tripled,  renders 
this  allowance  fcanty  enough :  for  the  nation  allowing 
nothing  but  ftraw  and  the  bare  walls,  twenty  fous  [lod.] 
are  deduded  in  the  firll  place,  as  an  indemnification  to 
the  keeper  for  his  expenfcs,  that  is  to  fay,  for  the  bed 
and  trifling  furniture  of  the  room.  Out  of  the  twenty 
fous  remaining,  candles,  fire,  if  necefiary,  and  meat  and 
drink,  are  to  be  provided.  The  fum  is  infufiicient  for  the 
purpofe ;  but  every  prifoner  is  free,  of  courfe,  to  make 
what  addition  he  pleafes  to  his  expenfe.  As  I  am  not 
fond  of  fpending  much  on  myfelf ;  and  take  a  pleafure 
in  trying  my  ftrength  at  privation,  I  felt  a  defire  of 
making  an  experiment  how  far  the  human  will  is  ca- 
pable of  diminiiliing  our  wants :  but  to  go  any  great 
length,  it  is  necefifary  to  proceed  by  degrees.  At  the  end 
of  four  days,  I  began  by  retrenching  my  breakfaft,  and 
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fubfticuting  bread  and  water  for  coffee  and  dwccsia^z 
I  dcfired  to  hnive  for  dinner  one  phm  difb  of  nsear^^ 
with  a  fevy  greens  ;  and  vegetables  for  my  fupper  mthoot 
a  defert.  To  break  myfelf  of  drinking  wine,  I  todc 
firft  to  beer,  and  then  I  left  off  that  alfo.  As  this  re- 
gimen,  however,  had  a  moral  purpofe,  and  as  1  have  as 
much  averfion  as  contempt  for  ufelefs  economy,  I  begaa 
by  giving  a  certain  fum  for  the  uie  of  the  miferable  wxetch- 
cs,  who  were  lying  upon  ftraw ;  that,  while  eating  my 
dry  bread  in  a  morning,  I  might  have  the  fatisfadtion  to 
reflect,  that  the  poor  devils  would  owe  to  me  their  being 
able  to  add  fomething  to  their's  at  dinner.  If  i  rem^ 
here  fix  months,  I  will  engage  to  leave  the  place  widi  a 
healthy  complexion,  and  a  body  by  no  means  emaciated, 
having  reduced  my  wants  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied  with  Ibup 
and  bread,  and  deferved  a  few  benedi6lions  incognito, 
I  made  fome  prefents  alfo,  but  with  quite  a  different 
view,  to  the  fervants  belonging  to  the  prifon.  When  a 
perfon  is,  or  appears  to  be,  rigidly  economical  in  point 
of  expenfe,  he  ought  to  be  generous  to  others,  if  he  would 
wifli  to  avoid  blame,  particularly  when  the  people  about 
him  derive  from  that  expenfe  their  only  emolument.  I 
require  neither  attentions  to  be  paid  me,  nor  purchafes  to 
be  made  on  my  account;  I  fend  out  for  nothing;  I 
employ  nobody ;  I  fhould  be  confequently  the  word  of 
prifoners  to  the  domeftics,  who  make  their  little  profits 
on  what  they  are  commifTioned  to  provide  or  procure : 
it  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  I  fliould  pay  for  the  ftate  of 
independence  in  which  I  place  myfelf :  by  fo  doing  I 
render  it  more  pcrfedl,  and  am  moreover  a  gainer  in 
good  will. 
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.   I  have  received  feveral  vifits  from  the  excellent  Cham- 
paneux  and  the  worthy  Bofc.    The  former,  father  of  a 
numerous  family,  was  attached  to  liberty  from  principle, 
and  had  profefled  its  found  doftrines  from  the  very 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  in  a  journal,  intended 
for  the  information  of  his  fellow  citizens.     A  good 
judgment,  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  great  induftry,  are 
the  mod  prominent  features  of  his  chara6ter.  Roland, 
when  miniilcr,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  firft  divifion 
of  the  home  department ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  beft 
appointments  he  made :  though  by  the  way  he  was 
not  lefs  happy  in  other  principal  clerks,  fuch  as  the 
a6live  and  ingenuous  Camus,  the  able  Fepoul,  and  fe- 
veral more.    Never  were  offices  better  filled;  nor  could 
any  thing  but  their  excellent  organizadon  enable  Garat 
to  fupport  a  burden  fo  far  beyond  his  ftrength.    It  is  to 
the  honefty  and  capacity  of  fuch  agents  that  he  is  indebted 
for  the  tranquillity  he  is  allowed  to  enjoy.    Of  this  he  is 
fenfible ;  and  he  faid  with  good  reafon,  that  he  would  give 
lip  his  fituation,  if  he  were  obliged  to  make  any  change 
in  his  official  eftablifhment.    Notwithflanding  this,  he 
\^\\\  be  forced  to  quit  his  poft,  for  no  talents  in  affiftants 
can  compenfate  a  minifter's  want  of  firmnefs :  irrefolution 
is  the  worft  of  faults  in  thofe  who  govern,  particularly  in 
the  midft  of  jarring  factions.    Garat  and  Barrere,  as  pri- 
vate individuals,  would  not  be  deemed  deficient  in  fenfe 
or  honefly:   but  the  one  charged  with  the  execudve 
power,  and  the  other  empowered  to  legifiate,  would  ruin 
all  the  dates  in  the  world  by  their  half-meafures:  their 
4-age  for  what  they  term  conciliatory  plans  propels  them 
in  that  oblique  path,  which  leads  dire(5V]y  to  mifchief 

and 


(    41  ) 

iand  confufion.  There  fhould  be  notliing  conciliatory 
about  a  ftateftnan  but  his  manner ;  I  mean  his  mode  of 
behaviour  to  thofe  whom  he  employs :  he  ought 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  very  pafTions  and  faults  of 
thofe  whofe  conduft  he  diredls,  or  with  whom  he 
tranfadls  bufmefs:  but  rigid  in  his  principles,  firm  and 
rapid  in  a6cion,  no  obftacle,  no  con  fide  ration,  fliould 
make  him  waver  in  the  former  refpe6l,  or  alter  his 
courfe  in  the  latter. 

Cquld  Roland  unite  with  his  extenfive  views,  his 
ftrength  of  mind,  and  his  prodigious  adlivity,  a  little  more 
artfulnefs  of  manner,  he  would  eafily  govern  an  empire : 
but  his  faults  are  prejudicial  to  himfelf  alone,  while  his 
good  qualities  are  infinitely  valuable  in  the  admlniflra- 
tion  of  public  affairs. 

Bofc,  our  old  friend,  a  man  of  an  ingenuous  difpo- 
fition,  and  enlightened  mind,  came  to  me  the  firfl  day  of 
my  imprifonment,  and  loft  no  time  in  conducting  my 
daughter  to  madame  Creuze-la-Touche,  who  gave  her  a 
kind  welcome,  and  treated  her  like  one  of  her  own  chil- 
dren, with  whom  it  was  fetded  that  flie  ihould  remain  under 
her  foftering  care.  To  be  fully  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
this  flep,  it  is  neceflary  to  be  acquainted  with  the  perfons. 
It  is  ncceiTary  for  a  man  to  defcribe  to  himfelf  the  feeling 
and  open-hearted  Bofc,  running  to  the  houfe  of  his 
friends,  taking  pofiefTion  of  their  child,  and  intruding 
her  of  his  own  accord  to  the  mofl  refpedable  family, 
as  a  depofit  which  he  felt  himfelf  honoured  in  confiding 
to  their  hands,  and  which  he  knew  would  be  received 
with  the  pleafure  experienced  by  delicate  minds,  when 
an  opportunity  is  offered  them  of  doing  good.    It  is 
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neceflary  to  have  been  acquainted  w  ith  the  patriarchal 
manners,  the  domeftic  virtues  of  Creuze  and  his  wife, 
and  with  the  gendenefs  and  goodnefs  of  difpofinon  for 
ivhich  they  are  remarkable,  to  judge  of  the  welcome  they 
gave  my  girl,  and  to  be  fenfible  of  what  it  was  worth. 

Who,  then,  is  to  be  pitied  in  all  this  ?  Roland  alone : 
Roland,  perfecuted  and  profcribed ;  Roland,  to  whom 
the  examination  of  his  accounts  is  denied;  Roland,  com- 
pelled to  conceal  himfelf  like  a  criminal ;  to  avoid  the 
blind  fury  of  men  mifled  by  his  enemies ;  to  tremble  for 
the  fafety  even  of  thofe  who  give  him  Ihelter ;  to  drink  in 
filence  the  bitter  cup  of  his  wife's  imprifonment,  and  of 
the  fequeftradon  of  all  his  property;  and  to  await,  in 
a  ftate  of  incertitude,  the  reign  of  juftice,  which  can 
never  indemnify  him  for  all  that  perverfity  will  have 
made  him  fuffer. 

My  feftion,  aftuated  by  the  beft  principles,  had  come 
on  the  third  of  the  month  to  a  refolution,  which  breathed 
the  fpirit  of  juftice,  and  which  eftabliflied  the  right  of 
citizens,  to  proteft  againrt  arbitrary  imprifonment,  and 
even  to  refift  it  if  attempted.  My  letter  was  read  there, 
and  liftened  to  with  concern.  The  debate,  that  took 
place  in  confequence,  having  been  prolonged  to  the  next 
day,  the  mountaineers  laid  their  heads  together:  the 
alarm  was  given  to  their  party ;  and  a  whole  hoft  of 
furious  deputies  arrived  from  the  other  fe<5Vions,  with  a 
view  to  difturb  the  proceedings,  and  deliberadons,  and, 
if  poffible,  to  pervert  the  fpirit  of  mine,  or  elfe  in  the 
hope  of  terrifying  it  by  menaces,  and  of  engaging  a 
majority  of  the  fedions  to  deprive  it  of  its  arms. 

In  the  mean  time,  being  urged  by  Grandpre  to  negleft 
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tio  means  of  Ihortening  the  term  of  my  captivit)%  I  wrote 
again  to  Garat,  and  toGohier  alfo.  The  latter,  whom  I 
fcarcely  ever  faw  or  knew,  with  at  lead  as  much  weaknefs 
as  Garat,  appeared  to  me  inferiour  to  him  in  every  other 
refpedl.  I  could  not  eafily  write  to  fuch  men,  without 
giving  them  lefibns ;  and  they  were  fevere.  Grandpre 
thinking  them  mortifying,  though  juft,  I  foftened  fome 
of  the  expreflions  j  and  contented  myfelf  with  the  fol- 
lowing words. 

*  Madame  Roland  to  the  Minister  of  Juftice, 

Abbey  Prifon,  June  8,  1/0)3, 

*  I  AM  fuffering  oppreffion :  I  am  therefore  entitled 
to  remind  you  of  my  rights  and  of  your  duties, 

*  An  arbitrary  order,  without  fpecifying  any  charge, 
has  plunged  me  into  this  dungeon  prepared  for  criminals. 
I  have  inhabited  it  a  week,  and  as  yet  I  have  not 
been  examined. 

*  The  decrees  of  the  convention  are  known  to  you. 
They  dired:  you  to  vifit  the  prifons,  and  to  enlarge  thofe 
who  are  detained  without  juft  caufe.  Another  has  alfo 
lately  been  paffed,  enjoining  you  to  require  the  com- 
munication of  all  the  warrants  that  are  ilTued,  to  fee  that 
they  be  grounded  upon  fome  fpecific  charge,  and  to  take 
care  that  all  perfons  in  cuftody  be  examined. 

*  I  tranfmit  to  you  an  attefted  copy  of  that  warrant  by 
virtue  of  which  I  was  taken  from  my  home,  and  brought 
hither. 

'  I  demand  the  execution  of  the  law,  on  my  own  ac- 
count, and  even  on  yours.    Innocent  and  firm,  injuftice 
may  reach,  but  cannot  debafe  me,  and  I  can  fubmit 
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to  It  with  pride,  at  a  time  when  virtue  is  profcrib- 
ed  *.  As  to  you,  placed  as  you  are  between  the  law 
and  difhonour,  your  inclination  cannot  be  doubted :  and 
you  are  to  be  pitied,  if  you  have  not  courage  to  ad 
according  to  its  didates.* 

*  To  the  Minister  of  the  Home  Department. 

June  8,  17Q3, 

*  I  KNOW  that  you  have  tranfmitted  my  complaints  to 
the  legiflative  body;  but  my  letter  has  not  been  read. 
Have  you  fulfilled  the  whole  of  your  duty  by  forwarding 
it  at  my  requeft  ? — I  have  been  apprehended,  without 
the  fpecification  of  any  reafon :  and  I  have  been  detained 
a  week,  without  examination.  It  behoves  you,  as  a  man 
in  office,  when  you  have  not  been  able  to  fave  innocence 
from  opprelTion,  to  endeavour  at  leaft  to  bring  about  its 
delivery. 

*  You  are  more  interefled,  perhaps,  than  myfelf,  in  the 
talk  I  requeft  you  to  undertake.  I  am  not  the  only  vic- 
tim of  prejudice  and  envy :  and  their  prefent  attacks  upon 
every  one  remarkable  for  the  union  of  a  firm  mind  with 
virtue  and  talents,  renders  the  perfccution  honourable, 
of  which  I  am  the  objedt,  and  for  which  I  am  indebted  to 
my  connexion  with  the  venerable  man,  whofe  caufe 
pofterity  will  revenge.  But  you,  who  are  now  at  the 
helm,  if  incapable  of  holding  it  with  a  firm  hand,  will 

*  Here  followed  originally  :  '  But  it  is  Incumbent  on  you,  placed 
between  the  law  and  difhonour,  either  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  your 
place,  or  refign  it ;  you  muft  otherwife  incur  that  infamy,  with  which 
poflerity  will  brand  weaknefs  like  yours,* 

not 
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not  efcape  the  reproach  of  abandoning  the  vefTcl  to  the 
waves,  the  dilgrace  of  having  occupied  a  pofl:  which 
J50U  could  not  maintain. 

^  Fa6lions  pafs  away,  juftice  alone  remains  unalterable: 
and  of  all  the  faults  of  men  in  place  weaknefs  is  the  lead 
pardonable,  becaufe  it  is  the  fource  of  the  greateft  diC- 
orders,  particularly  in  troublefome  times. 

*  I  need  not  add  any  thing  to  thefe  reflections,  if 
they  reach  you  in  time  for  you  and  for  myfelf,  or  urge 
their  application  to  my  own  concerns;  fmce  nothing 
can  fupply  the  want  of  courage  and  of  good-wilL' 

Moft  certainly  the  minifters,  who  negle6led  and  de- 
fpifed  the  decrees,  that  enjoined  them  to  profecute  the 
authors  of  the  maflacre  of  September,  and  the  confpira- 
tors  of  the  icth  of  March  j  men,  whofe  weak  and  un- 
worthy condu6l  on  thofe  occafiona  emboldened  guilr, 
favoured  its  enterprizes,  and  infured  this  new  infur- 
re^lion,  in  which  blindnefs  and  audacity,  prefcribing  laws 
to  the  national  convention,  call  forth  all  the  evils  of  civil 
war ;  fuch  men  certainly  will  not  be  the  impeachers  of 
oppreflion.  From  them  I  expe£l  nothing;  and  the 
truths  I  addrefs  to  them  are  rather  intended  to  fliow  them 
what  they  ought,  and  what  they  have  failed,  to  do,  than 
to  procure  me  that  juflice,  which  they  are  incapable  of 
rendering,  unlefs  a  litde  fliame  fhould  chance  to  produce 
a  miracle. 

Efop  reprefents  all  the  animals,  who  ufually  trembled 
at  the  afpedl  of  the  lion,  coming,  every  one  in  his  turn, 
to  infuk  him  when  he  fell  fick:  in  like  manner  the  mob 
of  little  minds,  a6luated  either  by  delufion  or  jealoufy, 
fall  with  fury  upon  thofe,  whom  opprefiion  holds  captive, 
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or  whofe  means  of  defence  it  diminlfiies,  by  lowering 
them  in  the  opinion  of  the  world.  Of  this  the  Thermo* 
meter  of  the  Day,  for  the  9th  of  June,  No.  526,  affords 
an  example.  Therein  appears,  under  the  title  of  exami- 
nation of  L.  P.  d'Orleans,  a  feries  of  queftions,  amongft 
which  the  following  charge  is  worthy  of  remark:  *  of 
having  been  prefent  at  fecret  cabals,  held  by  night  in  the 
apartment  of  Buzot's  wife,  in  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Ger- 
main, whither  Dumouriez,  Roland  and  his  wife,  Verg- 
niaux,  Brifibt,  Genfonne,  Gorfas,  Louvet,  Petion,  Gua- 
det,  and  others  ufed  to  repair.' 

What  atrocious  wickednefs  !  and  what  excefs  of  im- 
pudence !  The  deputies  here  named  are  prccifely  thofe, 
who  voted  for  the  banifliment  of  the  Bourbons.  Thofe 
high-fpirited  defenders  of  freedom  never  confidered 
d'Orleansas  a  leader  poffefled  of  capacity  ^  but  he  always 
appeared  to  them  a  dangerous  tool.  They  were  the  firft 
to  dread  his  vices,  his  wealth,  his  connexions,  his  popu- 
larity, and  his  fadlion ;  to  denounce  the  latter,  and  to 
hunt  down  thofe,  who  appeared  to  be  its  agents.  Lou- 
vet  marked  them  out  in  his  Philippic  againft  Robef- 
pierrc ;  a  valuable  piece,  as  is  every  thing  from  his  pen. 
In  that  compoficion,  which  hiftory  will  carefully  pre- 
ferve,  he  follows  them  ftep  by  ftep  to  the  eledoral 
affembly,  whence  d*Orleans  iflucd  a  deputy.  Buzot, 
whofe  perfevering  energy  has  procured  him  the  hatred 
of  the  fadtious,  embraced  the  firft  favourable  opportunity, 
to  demand  the  banifhment  of  the  Bourbons  a  mea- 
fure,  which  he  looked  upon  as  indifpenfable,  from 
the  moment  the  convention  refolved  to  pafs  judg- 
ment on  Lewis.  Neither  Roland,  nor  I,  ever  faw 
d'Orlcans.    I  even  refufed  to  receive  Sillery,  though 
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.  he  was  mentioned  to  me  as  as  a  good  and  amiable  man, 
becaufe  his  connexion  with  d'Orleans  rendered  him 

;   fufpicious.     I  remember  two  curious  letters  on  the 
fubjed: ;  one  of  which  was  written  by  madame  Sillery  to 

'   Louvet,  after  he  had  fupported  Buzot's  motion.    *  Here,' 
faid  Louvet,  communicating  the  letter  to  me,  ^  is  a  proof 
that  we  are  not  miftaken,  and  that  the  Orleans  party  is 
no  chimera.    Madame  Sillery  would  not  write  in  fuch 
terms,  if  it  were  not  a  thing  agreed  upon  between  her 
and  the  parties  concerned.    If  they  be  fo  much  afraid  of 
banifhment,  it  muft  be  becaufe  exile  will  defeat  fome  of 
their  fchemes.'    In  fad,  the  objeft  of  the  ftudied  letter 
of  madame  Sillery  was  to  prevail  upon  Louvet  to  change 
his  opinion ;  to  perfuade   him,  that  the  republican 
principles,  in  which  the  children  of  d'Orleans  had  been 
educated,  rendered  them  the  moft  zealous  partizans  of  a 
commonwealth ;  and  that  it  was  both  cruel  and  impoli- 

I  tic  to  facrifice  individuals,  who  might  certainly  be  made 
ufeful,  to  prejudices  alike  unjuft  and  abfurd. 

The  other  letter  was  Louvet*s  anfwer :  replete  with 
wit  and  dignity,  it  fet  forth  the  reafons  on  which  he 

'  founded  his  opinion  in  terms  equally  forcible  and  po- 
lite. Among  other  things  he  faid,  that  the  monarchical 
principles,  the  ariftocratical  and  other  prejudices,  which 
appeared  in  the  works  of  madame  Sillery  herfelfi  were 
far  from  fatisfying  him  with  refpecl  to  thofe  of  her  pu- 
pils ;  and  he  perfilkd  with  all  the  fpirit  of  a  free  man  in 
an  opinion  which  the  love  of  his  country  infpired. 

As  to  the  pretended  cabals  at  Buzot's  wife's,  nothing 
in  the  world  can  be  fo  ridiculous.  Buzor,  whom  I  had 
frequent  occafions  of  feeing  at  the  time  of  the  conflituent 
aflembly,  and  with  whom  I  had  remained  in  friendly  in- 
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tcrcoiirfe;  Euzot,  whofe  fpirit,  fenfibility,  purity  of  prin- 
ciples, and  gentlenefs  of  inanncrs,  infpired  me  with 
infinite  efteem  and  attachment,  came  frequendy  to  the 
Hotel  de  VInterieur :  his  wife  I  have  vifited  only  once 
fmce  they  came  to  Paris  on  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion j  nor  had  they  ever  the  flightcft  connexion  with 
Dumouriez. 

Indignant  at  thefe  abfurdlties,  I  took  up  my  pen  to 
write  to  Dulaure,  the  editor  of  the  'Thermometre  du  joury 
z  worthy  man,  with  whom  I  lived  on  friendly  terms 
until  the  moment  he  was  feduced  by  the  moun- 
taineers *. 


Madame  Roland  to  the  Deputy  Dulaure,  Author  of 

the  "Thermometre  dujour. 

Abbey  Prifon,  June  9,  1/93. 

*  IF  any  thing  could  add  to  the  aftonifhment  of  inno- 
cence, when  it  finds  itfelf  under  the  yoke  of  oppreffion, 
I  fhould  tell  you,  citizen,  that  I  have  juft  read  with 
the  greateft  furprife  the  abfurdities  contained  in  your 
paper  of  this  day,  under  the  tide  of  examination  of  Philip 
d'Orleans,  which  chance  has  thrown  in  my  way.  It 
would  appear  very  ftrange,  had  not  experience  proved  it 
to  be  only  very  impudent,  that  thofe  perfons  who  firft 
feared,  denounced,  and  watched  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
fa(5lion  of  d'Orleans,  ihould  be  reprefented  as  having 
formed  it  themfelves. 

*  I  have  fmce  learnt,  that  the  late  exjjelTes  of  the  mountain  have 
opened  his  eyes,  and  brought  him  to  a  proper  fenfc  of  its  principles. 
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»  Time  will  unqueftionably  clear  up  this  myfteiy  of 
Iniquity:  but  while  waiting  for //j  juftice,  which  may  be 
tardy  in  the  midft  of  fuch  dreadful  corruption,  it  appears 
to  me  incumbent  on  your' when  publlfhing  the  queitioni 
of  an  interrogatory  calculated  to  excite  fufpicions,  to 
publifli  at  the  fame  time  the  anfwers,  which  muft  have 
been  made,  and  which  may  ferve  to  fliow  the  degree  of 
credit  theydeferve. 

'  This  ad  of  juftice  is  the  more  ftri6lly  requifite,  as 
calumny  and  perfecution  clofely  purfue  the  perfons 
named  in  thofc  que  (lions  5  and  as  mod  of  them  are  faft 
held  in  the  toils  of  a  decree,  extorted  by  audacity  and 
prejudice  from  the  hands  of  weaknefs  and  error.  I 
fnylelf  have  been  confined  a  week,  by  virtue  of  a  man- 
date which  fpecifies  no  reafon  for  my  arreft.  I  have 
Jiever  been  examined:  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain 
«  hearing  of  my  complaints  from  the  convention ;  and 
when  they  were  told,  that  thofe  complaints  had  been 
fuppreflcd,  they  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day,  under  the 
pretence  of  its  not  being  their  concern.  What!  then  new 
authorities  aft  in  the  moll  arbitrary  manner,  while  the  con- 
ftituted  powers  bow  before  them,  and  the  adls  of  injiifticc 
they  commit  are  not  to  be  reprefented  to  the  convention  ! 
It  is  not  then  to  the  legifladve  body  that  complaints  iliould 
be  addreflfed,  when  there  remains  none  other  to  hear  thsm ! 
It  can  intereft  itfelf  in  favour  of  perfons  confined  by  order  of 
the  tribunal  of  iVlarfcilles;  while  I,  who  am  confined  here 
by  a  revolutionary  committee,  have  no  longer  any  rights  ! 
—And  the  commune  makes  the  newfpapers  repeat,  tha^ 
the  prifons  of  Paris  contain  nothing  but  afHifTins,  thieves, 
and  counter-revolutionifts ! — Citizen,  I  have  known  you: 
I  believe  you  honeft :  how  will  you  grieve  on  fomc 
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future  day  ! — I  tranfmit  to  you  fome  notes,  which  I  beg 
you  to  peruic :  and  I  requeft  you  to  infert  in  your  paper 
that  letter,  which  I  could  not  get  read  at  the  convention. 
You  owe  me  this  piece  of  juftice,  as  circumftances  fuffi- 
ciendy  demonfirate ;  and  if  your  own  feelings  do  not 
tell  you  fo,  I  fliould  urge  the  matter  in  vain. 

*  P.  S.  Neither  Roland  nor  I  ever  faw  Philip  d'Orleans : 
and  I  can  moreover  fiy,  that  I  have  always  heard  the 
depuries  mentioned  in  the  interrogatory,  as  quoted  by  the 
Thermometer  of  this  day,  profefs  for  him  a  contempt 
fimilar  to  that  with  which  he  infpired  me.  If,  in  Ihort, 
We  ever  talked  of  him  at  all,  it  was  to  fpeak  of  the  fears 
which  the  true  friends  of  liberty  might  feel  on  his  account, 
and  of  the  confequent  neceiTity  of  banifliing  him  from 
the  republic' 

As  circumftances  have  led  me  to  mention  Dumouriez, 
I  will  fay  what  I  know  of  him,  and  what  I  think:  but 
this  carries  me  back  to  Roland's  firft  adminiftration,  and 
leads  me  to  relate  here  how  a  man  fo  auftere  in  his 
manners  came  to  be  nominated  to  a  place,  v/hich  kings 
feldom  fill  with  fimilar  characters.  I  fhall  take  up  the 
thread  of  my  narrative  at  a  period  fomewhat  remote; 
and  fliall  be  indebted  to  my  captivity  for  kifure  to  record 
facls,  and  recolle6l  circumftances,  which  otherwife,  per- 
haps, would  never  have  employed  my  pen. 

Roland  executed  the  office  of  infpe6lor  of  commerce 
and  manufactures  in  the  generality  *  of  Lyons,  with  that 

*  Certain  provinces,  fubjed  to  the ^^wW laws  of  the  empire,  were 
CTiWedi generalities,  in  contradilUndlion  fo  the  Pays  d'Ltaty  or  Provinces 
annexed  to  France  wirh  the  referve  of  their  particular  privileges. 
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knowledge  and  diofe  adminiftrative  views,  that  ought  to 
have  diftinguifhed  the  body  of  infpeJtors,  if  government 
had  known  how  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  the  inftitution, 
of  .which  Roland  was  almoft  the  only  example.  Superior 
to  his  place  in  every  rcTpe6b,  fond  of  employment,  and 
not  infenfible  to  the  allurements  of  fame,  he  digefted  in 
the  filence  of  the  clofet  the  materials  with  which  his  ex- 
perience and  activity  had  furniflied  him;  and  continued 
the  Didlionary  of  Manufadlures  for  the  new  Encyclo- 
pedia. Some  of  Briflbt's  works  were  fent  to  him  from 
the  author,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  efteem  with  which 
he  had  been  infpired  by  the  principles  of  liberty  and 
juftice,  that  appeared  in  Roland's  writings.  That  tefti- 
mony was  received  with  the  ufual  fcnfibility  of  authors, 
and  with  the  feelings  natural  to  a  man  of  -worth,  who 
finds  himfelf  praifed  by  a  perfon  of  congenial  mind.  It 
•gave  birth  to  a  correfpondence  at  firft  very  unfrequent ; 
but  afterwards  fupported  by  that  of  one  of  our  friends, 
who  became  acquainted  with  Briflbt  at  Paris,  and  fpokc 
of  his  habits  of  life  in  a  very  fav^ourable  manner,  as  pre- 
fenting  a  pradical  proof  of  the  philofophical  and  moral 
theory  contained  in  his  writings.  This  correfpondence 
was  ftill  further  encouraged  by  the  revolution  of  1789; 
for  events,  fucceeding  each  other  with  rapidity,  called 
forth  the  moft  vigorous  exertions  of  the  minds  and  fouls 
of philofophers  prepared  for  liberty;  and  produced  in- 
tcrefting  communications  between  thofe,  whofe  bofoms 
were  enflamed  with  the  love  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  the  hope  of  feeing  the  univerfal  reign  of  juftice  and 
happinefs  arrive.  BrilTot  having  at  this  jundlure  begun 
a  periodical  paper,  that  will  be  often  confulted  on  account 
of  the  excellent  revifoning  it  contains,  we  fent  him  every 

E  2  thin^. 


(    5^  ) 

thing,  of  which  circumftances  feemed  to  make  the  pub* 
licity  ufefuL  Ere  long  cur  acquaintance  received  its  laft 
degree  of  improvement  j  and  we  became  intimate  and 
confidential  friends,  without  ever  having  feen  one 
another's  faces. 

Amid  thofe  ftruggles  iinavoidaWe  in  a  period  of  re- 
vohition,  when  principles,  prejudices,  and  pafllons,  raife 
infurmountable  obftacles  between  perfons,  who  had  be- 
fore appeared  well  difpofed  to  agree,  Roland  was  eleded 
a  member  of  the  municipality  of  Lyons.    His  fituation 
in  life,  his  fam.ily,  and  his  connexions,  were  fuch  as  might 
be  fuppofed  to  attach  him  to  the  ariftocracy:  while  his 
turn  of  mind  and  reputadon  rendered  him  interefting  to 
the  popular  party,  to  which  he  was  naturally  led  to  devote 
himfelf  by  his  philofophy,and  the  aufterity  of  his  manners. 
No  fooner  had  he  taken  a  decided  part,  than  he  made 
himfelf  many  enemies,  fo  much  the  more  violent,  as  his 
inflexible  integrity  laid  open  without  referve  the  numerous  : 
abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  adminiftradon  of  the  finan- 
ces of  the  town.    They  exhibited  an  epitome  of  the : 
dilapidanons  of  thofe  of  the  (late,  the  debt  of  the  city 
of  Lyons  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  forty  millions  of 
livres'  [^^  1,666,667].      It  was  become  indifpenfably 
neceflary  to  folicit  afTiftance,  for  the  manufactures  had 
fuffered  in  the  firil  year  of  the  revolution,  and  twenty 
thoufand  workmen  had  been  out  of  bread  duiing  the  * 
whole  of  the  winter.    It  v/as  therefore  refolved  to  fend  ai 
deputy  extraordinary  to  the  conftituent  afTembly,  to  • 
make  known    the    circumftances,    and   Roland  was 
the  perfon  chofen.     We  arrived  at  Paris  the  20th 
of  February,  1791.    I  had  been  five  years  abfent  from^ 
ihe  place  of  my  nadvity;  I  had  watched  the  progrefs  of 
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the  revolution,  and  the  labours  of  the  affembly  ;  ancl  ha4 
ftudied  the  chara6lers  and  talents  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers, with  an  intereft  not  eafily  to  be  conceived,  and 
fcarceiy  to  be  appreciated  except  by  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  my  ardent  and  active  turn  of  mind.  I 
haftened  to  attend  their  fittings;  and  there  I  faw  the 
powerful  Mirabeau  *,  the  afhonifhing  Cazales,  the  dar- 
ing Maury,  the  artful  Lameths,  and  the  frigid  Barnave : 
I  remarked  with  vexation  that  kind  of  fuperiority  on 
the  fide  of  the  blacks  j-.  that  dignified  habits,  purity  of 
bnguage,  and  polifhed  manners,  give  in  large  aflemblies ; 
but  the  ftrength  of  reafon,  the  courage  of  intregity,  the 
lights  of  philofophy,  the  fruits  of  ftudy,  and  the  fluency 
of  the  bar,  could  not  fldl  to  fecure  the  triumph  of  the 
patriots  of  the  lefty  if  they  were  all  honed,  and  could  but 
remain  united. 

BriiTot  came  to  vifit  us.  I  know  nothing  fo  plea- 
fant  as  a  firfl  interview  between  perfons,  who  have 
grown  intimate  by  means  of  an  epiftolary  correfpondence, 
without  being  perfcnally  acquainted.  They  gaze  upon 
each  other,  curious  to  obfcrve  whether  tlie  features  of  the 
face  accord  with  the  phyfignomy  of  the  mind,  and  whe^ 

*  The  only  man  in  the  revolution,  v/hofc  genius  could  guide  the 
others,  and  fway  the  whole  aircnibly.  Great  from  his  talents,  little 
from  his  vices,  but  always  iuperior  to  the  multitude,  and  always  mailer 
of  himfelf,  when  he  would  take  the  pains  to  command  his  paflions. 
He  died  foon  after  :  I  thought  feafonably  for  his  fame,  and  for  free- 
dom :  though  events  have  inftructed  me  to  regret  him.  I'he 
counterpoife  of  a  man  of  fuch  weight  was  wanting,  to  check 
tlic  a6tion  of  a  pack  of  curs,  and  prefervc  us  from  the  domination  of 
ruffians. 

f  The  court  party,  fo  called.  The  uniform  of  the  emigrants  af- 
fembled  at  Coblentz  with  the  princes  was  black.  Tranf. 

E  J  .  ther 


(    54  ) 

ther  the  perfon's  outfide  confirm  the  opinion  of  him  that 
had  been  previoufly  entertained.  The  fimple  manners, 
natural  negligence,  and  frankneft  of  Briffot,  appeared  to 
nie  in  perfect  harmony  v/ith  the  aiifterity  of  his  prin- 
ciples i  but  I  found  in  him  a  fort  of  levity  of  mind  and 
difpofition,  which  was  not  equally  fuitable  to  the  gravity 
of  a  philofopher.  This  always  gave  me  pain,  and  of  this 
his  enemies  never  failed  to  take  advantage.  In  proportion 
as  I  became  more  acquainted  with  him,  I  efteemed  him 
the  more.  It  is  not  in  human  nature  to  combine  more 
complete  difintereftedncfs  v/ith  greater  zeal  for  the  public 
welfare,  or  to  purfue  the  general  good  with  more  entire 
forgetfulnefs  of  private  intereft :  but  his  writings  are  better 
fitted  to  efi'edluate  it  than  his  perfon ;  for  they  carry  with 
them  all  the  authority,  which  reafon,juftice,  and  intelligence 
can  give ;  while  in  perfon  he  can  affume  none,  for  want  of 
dignity.  lie  is  the  bed  of  men.  A  good  hufband,  an 
affeAionate  father,  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  virtuous  citizen, 
his  company  is  as  agreeable,  as  his  temper  is  eafy:  con- 
fiding even  to  imprudence,  and  as  gay,  as  fimple,  and  as 
ingenuous,  as  a  boy  of  fifteen,  he  was  formed  to  live  with 
the  wife,  and  to  be  the  dupe  of  the  wicked.  Learned 
in  the  fcience  of  law,  and  devoted  from  his  youth  to  the 
ftudy  of  focial  duties,  and  the  great  means  of  human 
happinefs,  he  judges  v/ell  of  man,  but  of  men  he  has  no 
fort  of  knowledge.  He  knows,  that  vice  exifts  j  but 
he  cannot  believe  any  one  vicious,  who  fpeaks  to  him 
with  an  open  countenance :  and  when  he  has  difcovered 
a  man  to  be  fo,  he  treats  him  as  an  idiot,  who  is  to  be 
pitied,  without  harbouring  the  leaft  miflruft.  Of  hatred 
he  is  incapable :  one  would  fuppofe  that  his  mind,  with  all 
its  fcnfibility,  poffefics  not  fufficicnt  ftrength  for  a  fen- 
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timent  of  fuch  energy.  Extenfive  in  his  knowledge,  he 
writes  with  extreme  facility,  and  compofes  a  treatife,  as 
another  would  copy  a  fong:  hence  the  difcriminating 
eye  difcerns  in  his  works  the  hafty  touch  of  a  quick,  and 
often  light  mind,  though  the  groundwork  itfelf  is  ex- 
cellent. His  adlivity  and  good-nature,  which  make  him 
'  ready  to  do  any  thing,  which  he  conceives  may  be  of  ufe, 
have  given  him  an  appearance  of  interfering  in  every 
thing;  and  have  drawn  upon  him  the  charge  of  in- 
triguing, from  thofe  who  are  in  want  of  a  fubjed  of  ac- 
Gufation.  What  a  curious  intriguer  is  a  man,  who  never 
attends  to  himfelf,  or  thofe  belonging  to  him ;  who  is 
alike  incapable  of,  and  averfe  to,  confulting  his  own  in- 
tereft ;  and  who  is  no  more  aOiamed  of  poverty,  than 
afraid  of  death,  looking  upon  both  of  them  as  the  ufual 
rewards  of  public  virtue.  I  have  feen  him  dedicating  his 
whole  time  to  the  revolution,  for  no  other  end  than  to 
forward  the  triumph  of  truth,  and  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  publics  and  affiduoufly  employed  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  his  journal,  which  he  might  eafily  have 
made  a  matter  of  fpeculation,  if  he  had  not  chofen 
to  be  content  with  the  moderate  rccompence  made 
him  by  his  partner.  His  wife,  as  humble  as  him^ 
felf,  with  a  great  deal  of.  good  fenfe,  and  fome  ftrength 
of  mind,  judged  more  properly  of  things.  Ever 
fince  their  marriage  her  views  had  been  turned  to- 
wards the  United  States  of  America,  as  the  abode  mofl 
fuitable  to  their  talte  and  manners,  and  a  place  where  it 
was  eafy  to  fettle  with  very  flendcr  means.  Briflbt  had 
made  a  voyage  thither  in  confeq^uence ;  and  they  were 
on  the  point  of  embarking  for  that  diftant  fliorc,  when 
the  revolution  came  and  chained  him  to  liis  native  land. 
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Bom  at  Chartrcs,  and  a  Ichool-fellow  of  Petion,  who  is  i 
native  of  the  fame  town,  Briflbt  became  ftill  more  inti- 
mate with  him  in  the  conftituent  alTembly,  where  his 
labours  and  information  were  often  of  ufe  to  his  friend. 
He  made  us  acquainted  with  him,  as  well  as  with  feveral 
other  members,  whom  old  habits  of  friendfhip,  or  the 
mere  fimilitude  of  principles,  and  zeal  for  the  public 
good,  brought  often  together  to  compare  their  views. 
It  was  even  agreed  upon,  that  they  fhould  meet 
at  my  apartm.ent  four  evenings  in  the  week,  becaufe  I 
was  a  very  domeiiic,  and  could  afford  them  good  ac- 
commodations^ and  becaufe  my  lodgings  were  fo  fitu« 
ated,  as  to  be  at  no  great  diftance  from  any  of  the  per- 
fons  who  compofed  this  little  club. 

This  arrangement  fuited  me  perfe6lly :  it  made  m.c 
acquainted  with  the  progrefs  of  public  affairs,  in  which 
I  feltmyfelf  deeply  incerefted ;  and  favoured  my  tafle  for 
purfuing  political  fpeculations,  and  ftudying  m.ankind.  I 
knew  v/hat  part  became  one  of  my  fex,  and  never  ftepped 
out  of  it.  The  political  debates  paffed  in  my  prefence, 
"without  my  taking  any  part.  Sitting  at  a  table  without 
the  circle,  I  employed  myfelf  in  working  at  my  needle, 
or  wridng  letters,  v;hile  they  were  deliberating ;  and  yet 
if  I  difpatched  ten  epiflles,  which  was  fomedmcs  the  cafe, 
I  did  not  lofe  a  fingle  fy liable  of  what  was  faying,  and 
more  than  once  bit  my  lips,  to  reflrain  my  impadence  to 
fpeak.  V 

What  ftruck  me  moft,  and  diftreffed  me  exceedingly, 
was  that  fort  of  light  and  frivolous  chit-chat,  in  which 
men  of  fenfe  pafs  three  or  four  hours,  without  coming  to 
any  conclufion.  Taking  things  in  detail,  you  would 
Jiave  heard  excellent  principles  maintained,  good  ideas 
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ftarted,  and  fome  good  plans  propofed ;  but  upon  br ing-^ 
ing  the  whole  together,  there  appeared  to  be  no  path 
marked  out,  no  fixed  refult,  nor  any  determinate  point,  to- 
wards which  it  was  agreed  upon  that  each  perfon  fiiould 
dire6b  his  views. 

Sometimes  for  very  vexation  I  could  have  boxed  the 
cars  of  thefe  philofophers,  whom  I  daily  learnt  to  efteem 
more  and  more  for  the  honefty  of  their  hearts,  and  the 
purity  of  their  intentions  :  excellent  reafoners  all,  and  all 
philofophers,  and  learned  politicians  in  theory  5  but  being 
totally  ignorant  of  the  art  of  managing  mankind,  and  con- 
fequently  of  fwaying  an  aflembly,  their  wit  and  learning 
were  generally  laviflied  to  no  end. 

And  yet  I  have  known  fome  good  decrees  thus  'plan- 
ned, which  have  afterwards  pafTed.  But  foon  the  coa- 
lation  of  the  minority  of  the  nobility  completely  weaken- 
ed the  left  fidcy  and  produced  the  evils  attendant  on  a  re- 
vifal  of  the  conftitution.  There  remained  but  a  fmall 
number  of  inflexible  men,  who  durft  contend  for  prin- 
ciples j  and  towards  the  conclufion  thefe  were  re- 
duced to  little  more  than  Buzot,  Petion,  and  Robef- 
pierre. 

At  that  time  Robefpierre  had  to  me  the  femblance  of 
an  honed  man  ;  and  for  the  fake  of  his  principles  I  for- 
gave the  defedls  of  his  language,  and  his  tirefosne  way  of 
fpeaking.  I  had,  however,  remarked,  that  he  was  always 
referved  in  thefe  committees,  hearing  the  opinions  of  all^ 
and  feldom  giving  his  own,  or  when  he  did,  not  beingatthc 
pains  to  fet  forth  the  reafons  on  which  it  was  grounded, 
I  have  been  told,  that  the  next  day  he  was  the  firft  to 
mount  the  tribune,  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  argu- 
ments which  the  evening  before  he  had  heard  delivered 
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by  his  friends.  When  he  was  fometimes  gently  reproved 
for  this  condudl,  he  would  gee  off  by  a  joke and  his 
artifice  was  forgotten,  as  the  efFcft  of  that  devouring  felf- 
love,  by  which  he  v/as  fo  cruelly  tormented.    This  how- 
ever was  in  fome  degree  deftruftive  of  confidence ;  for 
if  any  expedient  were  to  be  devifed,  any  mode  of  proceed- 
ing to  be  determined  upon,  and  any  caft  of  parts  to  be 
adopted  in  confequence,  there  could  never  be  any  cer- 
tainty that  Robefplerre  would  not  come,  as  it  were  in  a 
freak,  and  thwart  the  bufinefs;  or  elfe  with  a  view  of 
afcribing  the  honour  to  himfclf,  bring  forward  the  affair 
iticonfiderately,  and  by  fo  doing  ruin  all.    Perfuaded  at 
that  time  that  Robefpierre  was  paffionately  fond  of 
liberty,  I  was  inclined  to  attribute  his  faults  to  an  excels 
of  fiery  zeal.    That  kind  of  referve,  which  feems  to  in- 
dicate either  the  fear  of  being  feen  through,  becaufe  we 
can  get  nothing  by  being  known,  or  the  diftrufl:  of  a 
man  who  can  find  no  reafon  in  his  own  bofom,  for 
giving  others  credit  for  virtue;  that  kind  of  referve, 
for  which  Robefpierre  is  remarkable,  gave  me  pain; 
but  I  miftook  it  for  modefty.    Thus  it  is  that,  with  a  fa- 
vourable prepofleffion,  v/e  transform  the  moft  untoward 
indications  into  fymptoms  of  the  moft  amiable  qualities. 
Never  did  the  fmile  of  confidence  reft  on  the  lips  of 
Robefpierre,  while  they  were  almoft  always  contradled  by 
the  mslignant  grin  of  envy,  ftriving  to  aflume  the  fea- 
tures of  difdain.    His  talents,  as  an  orator,  were  below 
mediocrity  j  his  vulgar  voice,  ill  chofen  expreffions,  and 
faulty  pronunciation,  rendering  his  difcourfe  extremely 
tirefome.    But  he  maintained  principles  with  warmth 
and  perfeverance.;  and  there  was  fome  courage  in  con- 
tinuing to  do  fo,  at  a  time  when  the  defenders  of  the 
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caufe  of  the  people  were  greatly  dlminillied  in  num- 
ber. The  court  detefted  and  calumniated  them:  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them,  was  therefore  the  duty  of  a 
patriot.  I  eftecmed  Robefpierre  on  this  account ;  I  told 
him  as  much]  and  even  when  he  was  not  very  afll- 
duous  at  the  litde  club,  he  occafionally  came  to  take  his 
dinner  at  our  houfe.  I  had  been  much  frruck'  with  the 
terror  that  feemed  to  have  taken  pofleflion  of  his  mind 
on  the  day  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varcnnes.  That  after- 
noon I  found  him  at  Pcnon's,  v/here  he  faid  with  great 
alarm,  that  the  royal  family  would  never  have  taken  fuch 
a  flep,  without  having  a  coalition  in  Paris,  *  to  dke€t  a 
malTacre  of  the  patriots ;  and  that  he  did  not  expedl  to 
live  four  and  twenty  hours,  Pedon  and  Briiibt  .on  the 
contrary  faid,  that  the  flight  would  be  the  king's  niin> 
and  diat  it  ought  to  be  turned  to  good  account :  they 
obferved  that  the  people  were  perfedlly  well  difpofed, 
and  would  be  more  clearly  convinced  of  the  treachery  of 
the  court  by  this  fl:ep,  than  they  would  have  been  by  the 
ableft  publications :  that  this  fingle  fa6l  rendered  it  evi- 
dent to  all,  that  the  king  was  adverfe  to  the  conftitution, 
which  he  had  fworn  to  maintain;  that  this  was  the 
moment  to  fecure  a  more  homogenous  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  prepare  men's 
minds  for  a  republic.  Robefpierre,  with  his  ufual  fneer, 
and  biting  his  nails,  afl<ced  what  was  a  republic?  The 
plan  of  a  paper  entitled  the  Republican,  of  which  two 
numbers  only  were  publiflied,  was  then  devifed,  Du- 
mont  of  Geneva,  a  man  of  confiderable  abilities,  was  the 
editor ;  du  Chatelet,  an  officer  in  the  army,  lent  his 
name;  and  Condorcet,  BriflTot,  and  others,  were  pre-» 
paring  to  give  their  afliftance.    The  ftizure  of  the  king's 
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pcrfon  gave  Robcfpierrc  great  pleafure ;  he  faw  in  it  the 
prevention  of  much  mifchief,  and  laid  a  fide  the  fears  he 
entertained  on  his  own  account ;  but  the  rell  of  the  party 
were  forry  for  the  event:  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  bringing  back  a  pefl:  into  the  government ;  that  in- 
triguing would  revive ;  and  that  the  efFervefcencc  of  the 
public  mind,  allayed  by  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  culprit 
detained,  would  no  longer  ferve  to  fecond  the  efforts  of 
the  friends  of  freedom.  They  judged  aright^  and  with 
the  lefs  rifk  of  being  miftaken,  as  the  reconciliation  of 
Lafayette  with  the  Lamedis  proved  the  exigence  of  a 
new  coalidon,  which  could  not  have  the  public  good 
for  its  foundation.  It  was  impoflible  to  counterbalance 
it,  unkfs  by  the  force  of  opinion  difplayed  in  a  powerful 
manner;  for  which  the  patriots  never  had  more  than 
their  pens,  and  their  voices;  but  when  any  popular 
commotion  came  to  their  aid,  they  welcomed  ic  with 
pleafure,  without  inquiring  how  it  was  produced,  or 
giving  themfelves  much  trouble  about  it.  There 
was  behind  the  curtain  a  party,  whom  the  arifto- 
crats  accufed  with  fo  much  vehemence,  that  it  was  im- 
pofiible  for  the  patriots  not  to  be  tempted  to  forgive 
him,  fo  long  as  they  perceived  nothing,  but  what  might 
be  made  to  contribute  to  the  public  advantage :  befides, 
they  could  not  perfuade  themfelves  that  die  perfon  in 
queflion  was  any  way  formidable. 

*  It  is  not  eafy  to  command  our  pafTions  in  the  time  of 
a  revolution  :  there  is  indeed  no  inftance  of  one  accom- 
plifhcd  without  their  afTiftance.  Great  cbflacles  are  to 
be  overcome;  and  this  cannot  be  efiecfted  wichout  an 
ardour,  and  a  devotion  to  the  caufe,  bordering  upon  en- 
thufiafm,  or  tending  to  produce  it.    Hence  it  is  that  w^ 
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grafp  with  avidity  at  every  thing  that  feems  to  fcrve  oiir 
purpofe,  and  lofe  the  faculty  of  perceiving  what  may 
prove  injurious.  Hence  that  confidence,  that  cagernefs 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  a  fuddcn  movement,  without  tracing 
it  to  it's  origin,  in  order  to  know  how  to  diredl  it  aright: 
and  hence  the  indehcacy,  if  I  may  ufe  the  exprefTion,  of 
fufFering  the  co-  operation  of  agents  whom  we  do  not 
efteem,  but  whofe  proceedings  we  tolerate,  becaufe  they 
appear  to  tend  the  fame  way  as  our  ov/n.  D 'Orleans 
Handing  fingly  was  furely  nor  to  be  feared ;  but  his  name^ 
his  connexions,  his  wealth,  and  his  advifers,  gave  him 
great  influence;  and  he  unqueftionably  a6led  a  lecre^ 
part  in  all  popular  commotions.  Men  of  pure  intentions 
fufpe6ted  him  :  but  all  this  they  confidered  as  a  fermen- 
tation necefiary  to  fet  the  inert  mafs  a  working :  they 
contented  themfelves  with  taking  no  lhare  in  them,  and 
flattered  themfelves,  that  they  fhould  make  every  thing 
turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  public :  they  were,  befides, 
more  inclined  to  afcribe  tod'Orleans  the  defire  of  reveng- 
ing himfelf  on  a  court,  by  which  he  had  been  defpifed, 
and  which  he  was  inclined  to  humble,  than  any  dcfign  of 
his  own  elevation. 

The  jiacobins  propofed  a  petition  to  the  aflembly,  re- 
quefting  it  to  pafs  judgment  on  the  traitor  who  had  fled, 
or  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  concerning  the  treat- 
ment he  might  defer ve;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  declare, 
that  he  had  loll  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Parii. 
Laclos,  that  Laclos  fo  remarkable  for  the  powers  of  hi& 
mind,  whom  nature  formed  for  the  management  of  great 
afl'airs,  but  whofe  vices  had  made  him  dedicate  all  his 
facukies  to  intrigue;  Laclos,  devoted  to  d'Orleans,  and 
of  great  weight  in  his  council,  made  this  propofaJ  to  tha 
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jacobins,  who  entertained  it  favourably,  and  among 
whom  it  was  abetted  by  fome  hundreds  of  motion-ma- 
kers *  and  ftroilers,  who   came  thronging  from  the 
Palais-Royal  into  the  place  of  their  meeting  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night.    I  faw  them  arrive.    The  fociety  de- 
liberated in  the  prefence  of  that  mob,  who  were  alfo  al- 
lowed to  give  their  votes  s  fettled  the  fundamental  points 
of  the  petitions  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  it 
up,  of  which  Laclos  and  Brilfot  were  members.  They 
were  bufied  about  it  till  a  late  hour  of  the  night :  for  it 
had  been  refolved,  that  a  deputation  of  the  fociety  fhould 
on  the  following  day  carry  it  to  the  Champ-de-Mars, 
there  to  be  fhown  to  all,  who  might  wifli  to  examine  or 
to  fign  it.    Laclos  pretended  that  he  had  a  head-ach  pro- 
ceeding from  want  of  fieep,  which  would  not  fuffer  him 
to  hold  the  pen:  he  therefore  requefted  BrifTot  to  take  it; 
and,  while  converfing  with  him  about  the  compofition, 
propofed,  for  the  laft  ardcle,  fome  claufe,  I  know  not 
what,  which  called  for  the  relloration  of  royalty,  and 
opened  a  road  for  d'Orleans  to  the  throne.    BrifTot  re- 
jedted  it  with  warmth  and  aftonifhment ;  and  the  other, 
like  an  able  politician,  gave  it  up,  under  the  pretence  of 
his  not  having  fufHciendy  confidered  its  confequences : 
well  aware,  that  he  Ihould  ftill  find  means  to  get  it  foift- 
ed  in  j  which  in  fadl  he  did,  fince  it  made  part  of  a 
printed   paper  that  was  difperfed  as  the  plan  agreed  , 
upon  by  the  jacobins.    But  when  the  fociety  which 
aflembled  the  next  morning  to  examine  the  draught  of 

♦  In  the  early  part  of  the  revolution,  the  garden  of  the  Tuikncsy 
and  the  interior  of  the  Palais  Koyal,  were  filled  with  groups  of 
twenty  or  thirty  people,  in  the  midll  of  each  of  which  a  demagogue 
called  a  motio?maire  was  holding  forth.  Trcwf. 
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the  petition,  and  fend  it  away,  was  informed,  that  the 
national  aflembiy  had  decided  on  the  fate  of  the  king,  it 
difpatched  its  commiflioners  to  the  Champ-de-Mars, 
to  inform  the  people,  that  the  decree  rerpe6ling  the 
king  having  paffed,  there  was  no  longer  any  occafion 
for  the  intended  perition.  My  curiofity  had  carried  mc 
to. the  Champ-de-la-federation^y  where  there  were  not 
more  than  two  or  three  hundred  perfons  fcattered  about 
the  environs  of  the  nadonal  akar,  upon  which  deputies 
of  the  cordeliers,  and  of  the  fraternal  focieties,  bearing 
pikes  with  pompous  infcriptions,  flood  haranguing  fmall 
groups,  and  exciting  their  indignation  againft  Lewis 
XVI.  It  was  faid,  that  as  the  jacobins  had  fuppreffed  their 
petidon,  it  was  proper  that  fuch  citizens  as  were  zealous 
in  the  people's  caufe  fhould  draw  up  another,  and  af- 
femble  for  that  purpofe  on  the  enfuing  day.  Then  it  was 
that  the  parrifans  of  the  court,  feeling  the  neceflity  of 
employing  terror,  concerted  the  means  of  ftriking  a 
decifive  blow.  They  prepared  their  meafures  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  unexpeded  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
and  its  prompt  execution,  produced  what  has  been  juftly 
called  the  majfacre  of  the  Champ-de-Mars,  The  terrified 
people  durft  not  ftir,  while  part  of  the  national  guard, 
feduced  or  deceived,  feconded  Lafayette,  either  out  of 
obfequioufnefs  to  the  court,  or  blind  confidence  in  his 
pretended  patriodfm,  and  ferved  as  a  ram>part  againd 
their  fellow- citizens ;  the  ftandard  of  death  was  difplayed 
from  the  town-hall  j  and  the  revifion  of  the  confti- 
tution  was  effecled  under  its  influence.  The  formation 
of  the  club  of  Feuillans  had  been  planned  much  about  the 
fame  dme,  to  weaken  the  jacobins    and  moft  aiTuredly 

^  The  new  name  of  the  Champ  de  Mars.  Tranf. 
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the  whole  proceedings  of  the  coalition  at  that  period 
proved,  how  much  the  court  and  its  partifans  were  fu- 
perior  to  their  adverfaries  in  weaving  a  tiffue  of  in- 
trigues. 

I  never  knew  affright  comparable  to  that  of  Robef- 
"pierre  under  thefe  circumftances.  There  was  indeed  a 
rumour  of  putting  him  on  his  trial,  which  was  pro- 
bably meant  only  to  intimidate  him;  and  it  was  faid,  that 
there  was  a  plot  at  the  Feuillans  both  againft  him, 
and  the  committee,  who  drew  up  the  pedtion  at  the  ja- 
cobins. Roland  and  I  were  really  uneafy  on  his  account, 
and  drove  to  his  houfe,  at  the  farther  end  of  the  Marais, 
at  eleven  at  night,  to  offer  him  an  afylum  :  but  he  had 
already  quitted  his  habitation.  Thence  we  proceeded  to 
Buzot's  to  tell  him,  that  perhaps  it  would  not  be  amifs, 
if  without  leaving  the  fociety  of  the  jacobins,  he  were 
to  enter  into  that  of  the  feuillans,  in  order  to  fee  what  was 
going  forward,  and  to  be  ready  to  defend  thofe  whom 
they  might  wifh  to  perfecute.  ,  ^  There  is  nothing  I 
would  not  do,*  faid  Buzot  after  fome  hefitation,  and 
fpeaking  of  Robefpierre,  *  to  fave  that  unhappy  young 
^lan  ;  though  I  am  far  from  entertaining  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  him  that  many  others  do :  he  thinks  too  much  of 
himfelf,  to  be  greatly  in  love  with  hberty;  but  he  ferves 
its  caufe,  and  that  is  enough  for  me.  The  public  muft 
nevertheiefs  take  place  of  him  and  I  fliould  be  incon^ 
fiftent  in  my  principles,  and  exhibit  them  in  a  falfe  point 
of  view,  if  I  went  to  the  Feuillans.  I  have  too  much 
repugnance  to  ad  a  part  that  would  oblige  me  to  put  on 
two  different  faces.  Gregoire  is  gone  thither:  he  will  let 
us  know  what  is  going  on ;  but  after  all,  nothing  can  ht 
done  to  affect  Robefpierre,  without  the  intervention 
yf  the  affei^bly,  and  there  I  fliall  at  all  times  be  ready  to 
■  undertake 
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undertake  his  defence.  As  to  the  Jacobins,  where  I 
have  been  liide  of  late,  becaufe  my  regard  for  our  fpecies 
makes  me  grieve  to  fee  it  more  than  ufually  hideous  in 
that  nolfy  afTembly,  I  fiiall  be  conftant  in  my  attendance, 
as  long  as  the  perfecution  is  kept  up  againft  a  fociety, 
which  I  believe  to  be  ufeful  to  the  caufe  of  freedom.' 
Thefe  words  of  Buzot  were  exactly  defcriptive  of  the 
man:  he  acls,  as  he  fpeaks,  with  truth  and  re6citude, 
the  (Iridleil  probity,  adorned  with  the  pleafing  forms  of 
fenfibility,  being  the  leading  feature  of  his  character.  He 
had  diflinguiflied  himfelf  in  our  little  committee,  by  the 
foundnefs  of  his  underftanding,  and  by  that  decided  man- 
ner which  befpeaks  a  man  of  integrity.  As  he  lived  at 
no  great  diftance  from  our  houfe ;  and  his  wife,  though 
Ihe  did  not  appear  to  pofiefs  a  mind  congenial  to  his, 
was  an  affable  woman^  we  vifited  each  other  frequently. 
When  the  fuccefs  of  Roland's  milTion  with  refpect  to  the 
debt  of  the  commune  of  Lyons  allowed  us  to  return  to 
Beaujolois,  we  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  Buzot  and 
Robefpierre.  That  with  the  former  was  the  more  re- 
gular :  there  was  a  greater  familiarity  between  us,  a  wider 
foundation  for  friendfliip,  and  a  rich  ftock  of  materials 
to  keep  it  from  flagging.  Our  friendfliip  became  in- 
timate and  unalterable,  Elfewhere  I  fliall  fay  how  this 
connexion  grew  clofer  ftill. 

Roland's  miflion  having  detained  him  feven  months  at 
Paris,  we  quitted  that  city  in  the  middle  of  September, 
after  his  obtaining  every  thing  for  Lyons  that  it  could 
defire  5  and  fpent  the  autumn  in  die  country,  employed 
in  the  vintage. 

One  of  the  lafl  a6ls  of  the  confiituent  aflfembly  was  the 
fupprefiion  of  infpedtors.    We  confidered,  whether  we 
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fhould  determine  to  remain  in  the  country,  or  whether  ic 
would  be  better  to  go  and  pals  the  winter  in  Paris, 
where  Roland  might  prefer  his  claim  to  a  penfion,  as  a 
reward  for  forty  years  fervice;  and  at  the  fam^e  time  con- 
tinue' his  labours  for  the  Encyclopedia,  which  he  would  be 
furc  to  find  more  eafy  in  the  focus  of  fcience,  amidft 
artifts  and  men  of  letters,  than  in  the  depth  of  a  defert. 

Wc  came  back  to  Paris  in  the  month  of  December.  As 
the  members  of  the  conftituent  aflembly  had  returned  to 
their  feveral  homes ;  and  Petion,  who  had  been  chofcn 
mayor,  was  wholly  occupied  with  the  cares  of  that  office, 
we  no  longer  had  any  rallying  point,  and  faw  Briflbc 
himfelf  much  lefs  frequendy  than  before.  The  whole 
of  our  attention  was  concentrated  at  home.  Roland's 
aftive  mind  infpired  him  with  the  idea  of  eftablifhing  a 
journal  of  ufeful  arts ;  and  by  the  charms  of  ftudy  v/e  en- 
deavoured to  divert  our  attention  from  public  affairs, 
which  feemed  to  be  in  a  lamentable  ftate.  Several  de- 
puties of  the  iegiflative  aifembly  ufed  however  to  meet 
fometimes  at  the  apartments  which  one  of  them  oc- 
cupied in  the  Place  Vendome\  and  Roland,  whofe  patriot- 
ffm  and  knowledge  were  held  in  high  efleem,  was  in- 
vited to  make  one  of  the  party:  but  he  difliked  the 
diftance,  and  feldom  went.  One  of  our  friends,  Vv'ho 
was  frequently  there,  inform.ed  us,  about  the  middle  of 
March,  that  the  court,  full  of  alarm  and  perplexity,  was 
defirous  of  doing  fomeching  to  regain  its  popularity  > 
that  It  would  have  no  great  objeftion  to  appoint  jacobin 
miniflers;  and  that  the  patriots  were  bufied  in  endea- 
vouring to  make  the  choice  fall  upon  men  of  fleadinefs 
and  ability  which  was  of  the  more  importance,  as  it 
might  only  be  a  lhare  on  the  part  of  the  court,  v/hich 
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would  not  be  forry  to  have  wrong-headed  perfons  forced 
upon  it,  who  might  become  juft  objedls  of  complaint 
or  derifion.  He  added,  that  feveral  perfons  had  turned 
their  thoughts  towards  Roland,  whofe  rank  in  the  re- 
public of  letters,  adminiftrative  knowledge,  and  reputa- 
tion for  juflice  and  vigour  of  mind,  afforded  a  profpe<fl 
of  fbability.  Roland  at  diat  time  went  frequently  to  the 
jacobin  fociety,  and  was  one  of  the  yerfons  employed  in 
its  committee  of  correfpondence.  The  idea  however 
feemed  to  me  to  be  vlfionary,  and  made  but  little  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind. 

The  -lift  of  the  fame  month,  Briffot  called  upon  me 
in  the  evening,  and  repeated  the  fame  thing  in  a  more 
pofidvc  manner  afking  at  the  fame  rime  whether  Ro- 
land would  confent  to  take  fuch  a  burden  on  him. 
I  faid  in  anfwer,  that,  having  menrioned  the  mat- 
ter to  him  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  when/  the  idea 
was  firft  ftarted,  it  had  appeared  to  me,  that  after  taking 
all  the  difficulr.ies  and  danger  into  the  account,  his  zeal 
and  a6livity  would  not  objedl  to  fuch  a  field  for  ex- 
errion ;  but  that  it  was  a  bufinefs  which  required  further 
confideration.  Roland  did  not  flirink  from  the  tafk: 
the  idea  he  entertained  of  his  own  abilities  infpired  him 
with  a  hope  of  being  ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of  free- 
dom and  to  his  country:  and  fuch  was  the  anfwer  that 
v/as  given  to  Briffot  on  the  following  day. 

On  Friday,  the  23d,  at  eleven  in  the  evening,  I  faw 
him  vvalk  into  our  apartment  wkh  Dumouriez  who 
came  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  council,  to  inform 
Roland  of  his  being  appointed  miniller  for  the  home- 
department,  and  to  falute  him  as  his  colleague.  They 
Hayed  a  few  minutes ;  and  an  hour  of  the  following 
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day  was  fixed  for  Roland  to  take  the  oaths.  ^  There 
goes  a  man/  faid  I  when  they  went  away,  fpeaking  of 
Dumouriez,  whom  I  had  never  feen  before  ;  '  there  goes 
a  man  of  a  fubtle  mind,  and  a  deceitful  looks  againfl; 
whom  perhaps  it  will  behove  you  to  be  more  upon  your 
guard  than  againft  any  man  whatever:  he  exprefled 
great  pleafure  at  the  patriotic  choice  he  was  employed 
to  announce,  and  yet  I  fhall  not  be  furprifed  if  on  fome 
future  day  he  bring  about  your  difmilTion.' — Dumouriez, 
indeed,  at  the  firft  glance,  appeared  to  me  fo  widely 
different  from  Roland,  that  I  could  not  fuppofe  it  pofTi- 
ble  for  them  to  ad  long  in'  concert.  On  one  fide  I 
beheld  integrity  and  franknefs  perfonified,  with  rigid 
juftice  devoid  of  all  courdy  arts,  and  of  all  the  dexterous 
manoeuvres  of  a  man  of  the  world :  on  the  other  I  fan- 
cied I  could  recognize  a  libertine  of  great  parts,  a  deter- 
mined adventurer,  inclined  to  make  a  jefl:  of  every  thing, 
except  his  own  intereft  and  fame.  It  was  not  difficult 
to  infer,  that  fuch  elements  would  ad  repulfively  upon 
each  other. 

Roland's  incredible  induftry,  his  readinefs  in  bufine(s> 
and  his  methodical  turn,  foon  enabled  him,  when  mi- 
jiifter,  to  make  an  arrangement  in  his  head  of  all  the 
various  branches  of  his  department.  But  the  principles 
and  habits  of  the  chief  clerks  rendered  his  employment 
extremely  laborious.  He  was  obliged  to  be  on  his  guard, 
and  CO  contend  moft  ftrenuoufly  to  prevent  any  thing  con- 
tradidory  from  taking  place  in  his  official  proceedings ; 
he  was  engaged  in  ffiort  in  one  continued  fhruggle  with  his 
agents.  He  firongly  felt  the  neceffity  of  changing  them ; 
but  he  was  too  prudent  to  do  fo,  before  he  had  become  fa- 
miliar v/ith  affairs,  and  fecur^d  proper  perfons  to  fupply  their 
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places.  As  to  the  council,  its  fittings  rather  refembled 
the  chit-chat  of  a  private  party,  than  the  deliberations  of 
ftatefmen.  Each  minifter  brought  with  him  ordinances 
and  proclamations  to  be  figned  and  the  minifler  of 
juftice  prefented  decrees  to  be  fan6lioned.  The  king 
read  the  gazette ;  queftioned  each  of  them  about  his 
private  affairs,  thus  teftifying  with  no  fmall  fhare  of 
addrefs  that  fort  of  kind  concern,  of  which  the  great 
'knew  how  to  make  a  merit;  talked  like  a  plain  man 
about  affairs  in  general ;  and  at  every  turn  profeffed, 
with  an  air  of  franknefs,  his  defire  to  put  the  conflitu- 
tion  in  force.  For  the  firfl  three  weeks,  Roland  and 
Claviere  appeared  almoft  enchanted  with  the  king*s  ex- 
cellent difpofition  of  mind,  giving  him  credit  on  his  bare 
word,  and  rejoicing,  like  honeft  men,  at  the  turn  that 
things  were  about  to  take.  *  Good  God  !*  faid  I : 
*  v/hen  I  fee  you  fet  out  for  the  council  with  all  that 
delightful  confidence,  it  always  feems  to  me  that  you 
are  on  the  point  of  committing  fome  egregious  adl  of 
folly.* — I  never  could  bring  myfelf  to  believe  in  the 
conftitutional  vocation  of  a  king  born  and  brought  up 
in  defpotifm,  and  accudomed  to  exercife  arbitrary  fway. 
Lewis  XVI  mufl  have  been  a  man  above  the  common 
race  of  mortals,  had  he  been  fincerely  the  friend  of  a 
confLitiition  that  retrained  his  power;  and  if  fuch  a 
man,  he  would  never  have  fufFered  thofe  events  to 
occur  which  brought  about  the  revolution. 

The  firft  time  Roland  appeared  at  court,  the  plainnefs 
of  his  apparel,  his  round  hat,  and  his  fhoes  tied  with 
ribbands,  were  matters  of  aftonifliment  and  offence  to  all 
the  court  valets;  to  thofe  beings,  who,  deriving  their 
fole  confequence  from  etiquette,  believed  that  the  fafety 
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of  the  ftate  depended  on  its  prefervation.  The  mafter 
of  the  ceremonies,  ftepping  up  to  Dumouriez  with  alarm 
in  his  countenance  and  a  contrafted  brow,  pointed  out 
Roland  by  a  glance  of  the  eye:  Oh  dear!  Sir,  faid  he 

in  a  whifper,  he  has  no  buckles  in  his  fhoes !  Oh 

Lord!  Sir,  anfwrred  Dumouriez,  with  gravity  truly 
laughable,  we  are  all  ruined  and  undone. 

A  council  being  held  four  times  a  week,  the  minifters 
agreed  to  dine  on  thofe  days  at  one  another's  houfes  by 
turns ;  and  every  Friday  I  received  them  as  my  guells. 
Degrave  was  then  minifter  of  war.  He  was  a  little  man, 
in  every  fenfe  of  the  word  :  nature  had  made  him  gentle, 
and  timid ;  his  prejudices  prompted  him  to  be  haughty, 
while  his  heart  inlpired  him  v/ith  the  defire  of  being  amia- 
ble ;  and  in  his  perplexity  to  reconcile  thefe  jarring  af- 
fections, he  became  nothing  at  all.  I  think  I  fee  him 
now,  walking  on  his  heels  like  a  courtier,  with  his  head 
ere6l  on  his  flender  body ;  turning  up  his  blue  eyes, 
which  he  could  not  keep  open  after  dinner  without 
the  help  of  two  or  three  cups  of  coffee  ;  fpeaking  little, 
as  if  out  of  referv^,  but  in  reality  for  want  of  ideas; 
and  at  length  fo  bewildered  in  the  labyrinth  of  his  official 
bufinefs,  as  toafk  leave  to  retire.  Lacofte^  a  true  jack  in 
office  of  the  old  order  of  things,  of  which  he  had  the 
infignificant  and  awkward  look,  cold  manner,  and  dog- 
matic tone,  wanted  none  of  thofe  advantages  which  a 
man  hackneyed  in  the  routine  of  public  bufinefs  feldorn 
fails  to  acquire ;  but  his  apparent  referve  and  difcretion 
concealed  a  violence  of  temper,  which  he  carried  whea 
contradidled  to  the  moft  ridiculous  excefs.  He  was  be- 
Tides,  deficient  both  in  the  extenfive  views,  and  adivity, 
necefTary  for  a  minifterp    Duranthorii  who  had  been  fent 
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for  from  Bourdeaux  to  be  made  minifter  of  juftice,  was 
an  honeft  man,  according  to  common  report  s  but  he 
was  very  indolent;  his  manner  indicated  vanity ;  and. his 
timid  difpofition,  and  pompous  pratde,  made  him  always 
appear  to  me  no  better  than  an  old  woman.  Claviere^ 
whofe  coming  into  ofHce  was  preceded  by  a  reputation  of 
great  flcill  in  finance,  was,  I  make  no  doubt,  well  in- 
formed upon  that  fubje6l,  of  which  I  am  no  judge.  Ac- 
tive, induftrious,  of  an  irritable  difpofition,  obftinate,  as 
moft  men  are  who  live  much  in  the  retirement  of  the 
clofet,  and  cavilling  and  uncomplying  in  debate,  he  could 
not  do  otherwife  than  clafh  with  Roland,  who  was  dry 
and  peremptory  in  difpute,  and  not  lefs  ftiff  in  opinion 
than  himfelf.  Thefe  two  men  were  made  to  efteem, 
without  loving  each  other;  and  they  have  not  belied 
their  deftiny.  Dumouriez  had  more  of  what  is  called 
parts  than  all  of  them  put  together,  and  lefs  morality 
than  any  one  of  the  number.  Diligent,  brave,  an  able 
general,  an  artful  courtier,  writing  well,  fpeaking  fluent- 
ly, and  capable  of  great  undertakings,  he  wanted  nothing 
but  ftrength  of  mind  propordoned  to  his  genius,  and  a 
cooler  head  to  execute  the  plans  he  had  conceived. 
Agreeable  in  his  commerce  with  his  friends,  and  ready  to 
deceive  them  all;  attentive  to  women,  but  by  no  means 
calculated  to  fucceed  with  thofe,  whom  a  tender  paQion 
might  feduce  ;  he  was  made  for  the  minifterial  intrigues 
of  a  corrupt  and  faithlefs  court.  His  brilliant  qualities, 
and  love  of  fame,  gave  room  to  hope,  that  he  might  be 
employed  with  advantage  in  the  army  of  the  republic: 
and  perhaps  he  would  have  proceeded  in  the  right  path, 
if  the  convention  had  been  prudent ;  for  he  is  too  wife 
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not  to  aft  like  an  honeft  man,  when  his  doing  fo  is  con- 
ducive to  his  intereft  and  reputation. 

Degrave  was  fucceeded  by  Servan^  an  honeft  man, 
in  the  fulleft  fignification  of  the  term,  of  an  ardent  tem- 
per and  excellent  moral  charafter,  with  all  the  aiifterity  of 
a  philofopher,  and  all  the  benevolence  of  a  feeling  heart ; 
an  enlightened  patriot,  a  brave  foldier,  and  an  adive 
ininifter,  he  flood  in  need  of  nothing,  but  a  more  fober 
imagination,  and  a  more  flexible  mind. 

The  troubles  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  and  the  prepara- 
tions of  the  enemy,  calling  for  decifive  decrees,  the  refufal 
of  fanftioning  them  completely  tore  away  the  veil  from 
Louis  XVI,  whofe  flncerity  was  already  ftrongly  fufpeft- 
ed  by  fuch  of  his  miniflers  as  had  before  been  inclined 
to  believe  it  real.  At  firft  the  refufal  was  not  pofltive  : 
the  king  being  defirous  of  confldering  the  fubjeft,  put 
off  the  fanftion  till  the  following  council,  when  he  always 
found  reafons  for  deferring  it  fliil  longer.  This  pro- 
craftination  gave  his  minifters  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking 
out.  Roland  and  Servan,  in  particular,  remonftratecj 
inceflandy,  and  fpoke  the  moft  fcriking  truths  with  be-t 
coming  fpirit. 

Their  fituation  became  crldcal :  die  public  weal  was 
in  danger:  and  it  was  incumbent  on  minifters  truly 
patriotic,  either  to  provide  the  means  of  its  falvation,  or 
to  redre,  that  they  might  not  be  aflifting  in  its  ruin, 
Roland  propofed  to  his  colleagues  a  letter  to  the  king 
purporting  as  much;  but  Claviere  cavilled  at  the  ex- 
preflions,  and  Duranthon,  who  was  fond  of  his  place,  was 
unwilling  to  rifle  the  lofs  of  it,  if  he  could  poflibly  keep 
\iy  without  being  a  confeft  traitor.    Lacofte  did  not 
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approve  of  ftrong  meafures,  and  the  will  of  the  king 
appeared  to  him,  upon  the  whole,  the  bed  of  all  pof- 
fible  rules ;  while  Dumouriez  left  them  to  fettle  the 
matter  among  themfclves,  that  he  might  be  more  at 
ieifure  to  play  his  own  cards,  and  to  revenge  what  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  vexatious  affront.    The  fadl  was  as  follows. 

That  kind  of  rumour,  which  does  not  as  yet  amount 
to  the  opinion  of  the  public,  but  which  foreruns  and 
announces  it,  was  afloat  againft  Bonnccarrere,  whom 
Dumouriez  had  made  diredor- general  of  the  department 
of  foreign  affairs.  He  had  the  reputation,  the  talents, 
the  difpofition,  and  the  manners  of  an  intriguer :  fo  at 
lead  I  have  been  told  by  men  of  probity,  who  related 
various  circumftances  of  his  life,  and  lamented  the  choice 
that  Dumouriez  had  made. 

A  report  was  fpread  of  fome  place  being  beftowed  or 
affair  fettled,  by  Bonnecarrere,  on  his  receiving  a  confi* 
deration  of  a  hundred  thoufand  livres  l£^i6j'}y  part  of 
which  was  to  be  given  to  madam  de  Beauvert.  That  lady 
was  Dumouriez's  miftrefs ;  and  lived  in  his  houfe,  where 
fhe  did  the  honours  of  the  table,  to  the  great  difpleafure 
of  men  of  fenfe,  the  friends  of  morality  and  freedom  ; 
for  fuch  licentioufnefs  in  a  fervant  of  the  public,  charged 
with  the  condudl  of  affairs  of  ftate,  too  plainly  indicated  a 
contempt  of  decorum ;  efpecially  as  madam  Beauvert,  the 
filler  of  Rivarol,  a  man  unfortunately  but  too  well  known, 
lived  in  the  midft  of  the  fworn  friends  of  ariftocracy,  peo- 
ple little  entitled  to  commendation  in  any  point  of  view. 
Dumouriez*s  conduct,  even  if  it  had  not  been  fundamen- 
tally wrong,  was  impolitic,  and  calculated  to  excite  fuf- 
picion. 

I  was  frequently  vifited  by  Briffot,  and  feveral  other 
I  members 
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members  of  the  legiflatlve  afTembly.  They  fometimcs 
met  the  miniftcrs  at  my  houfe;  and  kept  up  that  kind  of 
intimacy  wich  them,  which  is  requifite  among  men  who, 
being  devoted  alike  to  the  caufe  of  the  public,  ftand  in 
need  of  an  intercommunity  of  views  and  information,  in  or- 
der tO'ferve  it  the  more  effe6tually.  The  ftory  of  Bonne- 
carrere  v/as  related  to  one  of  them  ;  and  the  parties  were 
mentioned  by  name,  as  well  as  the  notary  in  whofe  hands 
the  money  was  depofited,  or  who  was  at  leaft  appointed  to 
receive  it ;  but  thefe  particulars  have  efcapcd  my  memory. 
I  only  recoiled:,  that  two  men  of  charader  came  to  my 
houfe  and  affirmed  them  in  the  prefence  of  three  or  four 
members  of  the  legifiative  body,  one  of  whom,  a  friend  of 
Dumourez,  was  defirous  of  hearing  the  whole  ftory  from 
their  mouths.  It  was  refoived  to  repeat  to  Dumouriez, 
with  a  degree  of  folemnity,  the  arguments  that  had  al- 
ready been  urged  to  him  in  private,  concerning  the  ne- 
ceflity,  both  on  the  public  account  and  his  own,  of  mak- 
ing his  condu6t,  and  the  choice  of  his  agents,  more  con- 
form.able  to  the  political  principles  which  he  pretended 
to  entertain.  The  converfation  confequently  took  place 
in^the  prefence  of  his  colleagues  and  of  three  or  four 
members  of  the  affembly.  Roland,  availing  himfelf  of 
the  authority  given  him  by  his  years  and  charadler, 
pointed  out  to  Dumouriez  the  neceflity  of  his  con- 
ducing himfelf  with  more  propriety  and  prudence  ;  and 
every  one  agreed ,that  this  lad  trait  of  Bonnecarrere  ought 
to  open  his  eyes,  and  induce  him  to  put  fome  other  perfon 
in  his  place.  Dumouriez,  who  turned  Bonnecarrere's 
talents  to  good  account,  and  gave  himfelf  little  concerf? 
on  the  fcore  of  morality,  treated  the  obfervations  of  his 
friends  with  great  levity^^  and  at  length  rejefted  them  with 
6  anger. 
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ano-er.    From  that  moment  he  difcontinued  all  inter- 

o 

courfe  with  the  members,  behaved  with  greater  coolnefs 
to  his  colleagues,  and,  without  doubt,  no  longer  thought 
of  any  thing,  but  overturning  thofe  by  whofe  gravity  he 
was  the  mod  difpleafed.  I  forefaw  the  efFe6l  of  this 
conference,  and  faid  to  Roland :  '  if  you  were  an  in- 
triguer, and  capable  of  condu6ling  yourfelf  according  to 
the  policy  of  the  old  court  and  government,  I  fhould  tell 
you,  that  die  moment  to  ruin  Dumouriez  is  at  hand,  if 
you  wifli  to  prevent  his  playing  you  a  trick.'  But  ho- 
ned mxn  underlland  not  this  petty  warfare ;  and  Roland 
was  as  incapable  of  having  recourfe  to  it,  as  he  would 
have  been  ill-fitted  to  carry  it  on.  • 

The  poftponement  of  the  fan6lion  was  nearly  be- 
come a  refufal :  the  utmoft  limit  of  delay  was  at  hand  *. 
We  were  fenfible,  as  the  council  was  neither  fufficiently 
unanimous  nor  energetic  to  fpeak  out  in  a  colledive 
ihape,  that  it  became  the  integrity  and  courage  of  Roland 
to  ftep  forward  alone ;  and  between  us  two  we  determined 
on  his  famous  letter  to  the  king.  He  carried  it  with 
him  to  the  council,  with  the  intention  of  reading  it  aloud, 
the  very  day  when  Louis  XVI,  on  being  preffed  anew 
for  his  fan6lion3  required  each  of  his  minifters  to  give 
him  his  opinion  written  and  figned,  and  proceeded  ra- 
pidly to  difcufs  other  affairs.  Roland  returned  home, 
added  a  few  introdudlory  lines  to  his  letter,  and  delivered 
the  whole  into  the  king  s  hands,  on  the  morning  of  the 
1  ith  of  June. 

The  next  day,  the  12th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  Servan 

*  By  the  conftitution  of  1789,  the  king  was  allowed  to  withhold 
his  fandtion  during  a  certain  number  of  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
his  neglecting  to  give  his  confent  amo^inted  to  a  refufal.  TraK/, 
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walked  into  my  room  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  ^  give 
me  joy',  faid  he,  ^  I  have  juft  had  the  honour  of  bemg 
turned  away/ — ^  That  is  an  honour,'  anfwered  T,  ^  that  my 
hufband  will  foonfhare;  and  I  am  not  a  little  mortified 
that  you  ftiould  get  the  ftart  of  us/  He  then  related  to 
me,  that,  having  been  with  the  king  in  the  morning  on 
particular  bufinefs,  he  had  (Irenuoufly  infifled  on  the 
necefiity  of  the  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  if  it  were 
fincerely  his  intention  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  j 
that  the  king  had  turned  his  back  upon  him  in  very  ill- 
humour  ;  and  that  Dumouriez,  at  the  very  fame  inftant, 
was  coming  out  of  the  war-office,  whither  he  had  been  to 
take  his  portfolio  ffom  him,  by  virtue  of  an  order,  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer. — '  Who  ?  Dumouriez  ?  He 
is  ading  a  vile  part  but  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  it.' — 
The  three  preceding  days  Dumouriez  had  been  frequent- 
ly at  the  Tuileries,  and  had  held  long  conferences  with 
the  queen  with  whom,  it  may  not  be  impertinent  to  re- 
mark, that  Bonnecarrere  had  fome  intereft,  by  means  of 
her  wom.en.  Roland,  being  informed  that  Servan  was 
in  my  apartment,  quitted  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was 
giving  audience,  and  on  hearing  the  news,  requeded  his 
colleagues,  Dumouriez  excepted,  to  repair  to  the  hotel. 

It  was  his  opinion,  that  they  ought  not  to  wait  for  their 
difmiffion  j  but  that  in  confequence  of  Servants  being  de- 
clared, it  became  all  thofe  who  profeffed  the  fame  prin- 
ciples to  give  in  their  refignations ;  unlefs  the  king  fliould 
recall  Servan,  and  difmifs  Dumouriez,  with  whom  they 
could  no  longer  fit  at  the  council-table.  Had  the  four 
minifters  aded  thus,  the  court,  I  have  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  not  a  litde  embarrafled  to  replace  them ;  it 
would  have  done  honour  to  Lacofle  and  Duranthon,  and 
the  affair  would  have  had  a  more  ftriking  elFed  upon  the 
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public  mind :  but  It  was  deftincd  to  have  that  effed  after- 
wards in  a  different  way. 

The  minifters  came  and  debated  for  a  long  while, 
without  coming  to  any  refolution,  except  that  they 
would  meet  again  the  next  morning  at  eight,  and  that 
Roland  fliould  prepare  a  letter  in  the  mean  time.  I 
could  never  have  believed,  had  not  circumftances  put  me 
in  the  way  of  knowing  it,  that  foundnefs  of  judgment, 
and  a  firm  temper  of  mind,  are  things  fo  uncommon, 
and  confequenrly  that  fo  few  men  are  fit  for  the  tranf- 
action  of  bufmefs,  particularly  that  of  the  (late.  Would 
you  wifh  to  meet  with  the  above  qualities  in  con- 
jundion  with  perfed  difintereflednefs  ? — "  That  were  in- 
deed the  Arabian  bird,*'  fcarcely  feen  once  in  a  long  fuc- 
ceffion  of  ages.  I  no  longer  wonder,  that  men  fuperior 
to  the  herd,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  empires,  com- 
monly entertain  a  fovereign  contempt  for  their  fpecles : 
it  is  the  almoft  inevitable  confequence  of  an  extenfive 
knowledge  of  the  world ;  and  to  avoid  the  errors,  into 
which  fuch  a  fentiment  may  lead  thofe  to  whom  the 
welfare  of  a  nation  is  entrufted,  requires  a  fund  of  philo- 
fophy  and  magnanimity  very  extraordinary  indeed. 

The  minifters  came  at  the  appointed  hour ;  exprefled 
their  doubts  about  the  letter ;  and  at  length  concluded, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  go  to  the  king,  and  declare  their 
fentiments  in  perfon.  This  expedient  appeared  to  me 
no  better  than  an  evafion ;  for  certain  it  is,  that  a  man 
never  fpeaks  fo  boldly  as  he  may  venture  to  write,  to  a 
perfon,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  and  the  force  of 
cuftom,  lays  claim  to  particular  refpecl.  It  was  agreed 
upon  that  they  Ihould  take  Lacofte,  who  had  not  yet  made 
his  appearance,  along  with  them,  or  at  leaft  that  they 
fliould  invite  him  to  be  one  of  the  party.  But  fcarcely  had 
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thefe  gentlemen  aflembled  at  the  admiralty-office,  when 
ameflenger  from  the  king  brought  Duranthon  an  order 
to  repair  to  the  palace  immediately  and  alone.  Claviere 
and  Roland  told  him,  that  they  would  go  and  wait 
for  his  return  at  the  chancery.  They  had  not  been 
there  long  before  Duranthon  made  his  appearance  in 
folemn  filence,  with  a  long  face,  and  a  hypocritical  ap- 
pearance of  forrow,  taking  flovvly  out  of  his  pocket  an 
order  from  the  king  for  each  of  the  other  tv/o. — *  Give  it 
mc,'  faid  Roland,  with  a  fmile  :  *  I  perceive  already  that 
our  delays  have  made  us  lofe  the  ftart/ — In  faft  he 
brought  their  difmifiions. 

*  Well !  I  am  turned  out  too,'  faid  my  hufband  on 
his  return. — ^  I  hope,'  anfwered  *I,  'that  it  is  better  de- 
ferved  on  your  part,  than  on  that  of  any  one  elfe  j  but 
you  ftiould  not  by  any  means  allow  the  king  to  announce 
it  to  the  alTembly :  fince  he  has  not  profited  by  the  leflbn 
given  him  in  your  letter,  you  ought  to  render  that  leflbn 
ufeful  to  the  public,  by  making  it  known.  Nothing  ap- 
pears to  me  more  confiftent  with  the  courage  evinced  by 
writing  it,  than  the  hardihood  of  fending  a  copy  to  the 
affembly :  on  hearing  of  your  difmifllon,  it  will  alfo  be 
acquainted  with  the  caufe.' 

This  idea  could  not  fail  to  be  agreeable  to  my  huf- 
band. It  was  adopted ;  and  every  body  knows  the  ap- 
probation which  the  affembly  gave  to  the  letter,  by  or- 
dering it  to  be  printed  and  fent  to  the  departments,  as  well 
as  the  honour  they  did  to  the  three  minifters  by  declaring 
that  the  regret  of  the  nadon  attended  them  in  their  re- 
treat. In  my  own  mind  I  am  convinced,  and  I  think  the 
event  has  proved  it,  that  Roland's  letter  Gontributed 
greatly  to  enlighten  the  French  nadon  j  it  exhibited  to 
the  king,  with  fo  much  force  and  wifdom,  what  his  ownr 
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intereft  required  of  him,  that  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  he 
refufed  his  compliance,  out  of  a  determined  oppofidon 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  conftitution. 

When  I  recollect,  that  Pache  was  in  Roland's  clofeC 
while  we  were  reading  the  rough  draught  of  that  letter, 
and  that  he  deemed  it  an  ad\^enturous  ftep ;  when  I  re- 
fled  how  often  that  man  has  witnefTed  our  enthufiafm  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  our  zeal  to  ferve  iti  and  fee  him 
now  at  the  head  of  that  arbitrary  authority,  Vv'hich  op- 
prefles  and  perfecutes  us  as  enemies  of  the  republic;  I 
aflc  myfclf,  whether  I  be  awake,  and  whether  the  dream 
inuft  not  terminate  in  the  punifhment  of  that  infamous 
hypocrite. 

Thus  did  v/e  return  to  private  life.    Perhaps  I  may  be 
afked,  whether  I  never  knew  any  further  particulars  con- 
cerning the  manner,  in  which  Roland  was  called  into  ad- 
rfiiniftration.  I  can  fafely  fay,  I  never  did ;  and  that  I  never 
even  thought  of  inquiring  about  it :  for  it  appeared  to 
me  to  be  brought  about  like  many  other  things  in  this 
world ;  the  idea  occurs  to  fome  one  perfon,  many  ap- 
prove it,  and  with  this  fupport  it  attrads  the  notice  of 
people  capable  of  carrying  it  into  effe6c.  I  perceived,  that 
the  bufmefs  in  quefiion  had  ftruck  fome  of  the  members; 
but  I  know  not  vs^ho  it  was  that  firft  propofed  it    nor  by 
whom  it  was  tranfmitted  to  the  court.    Roland  knew  no 
more  of  it,  and  gave  himfelf  no  more  concern  about  it, 
I   than  1.    When  a  fucccflbr  to  Degrave  was  thought  of 
i   for  the  v/ar  department,  the  miniflcrs  and  patriotic  mem- 
1   b^rs  did  not  know  whither  to  dire6l  their  views,  almod 
all  the  officers  of  the  army,  of  any  repute,  being  looked 
upon  as  enemies'  to  the  conflitution. .    Roland  at  laft. 
thought  of  Servan,  a  military  man,  who  had  earned  the 
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crofs  of  St  Lewis  by  his  fervices;  and  whofe  principles 
were  not  doubtful,  fince  he  had  difplayed  them  before 
the  revolution,  in  a  publication,  called  the  Citizen  Sol- 
dier, which  had  been  well  received.  We  were  per- 
fonally  acquainted  with  him,  in  confequence  of  feeing 
him  at  Lyons,  where  he  enjoyed  the  well-earnt  re- 
putation of  an  active  and  fagacious  man:  he  had  befides, 
in  the  year  1790,  loft  a  place  at  court,  where  his  civifm 
w^as  not  agreeable  to  Monfieur  Guynard-St.-Prieft. 
Thefe  confiderations  induced  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil to  join  in  propofing  him  to  the  king,  by  whom  he 
was  accepted. 

As  foon  as  my  hufband  was  in  the  miniftry,  I  came  to 
a  fixed  determination,  neither  to  pay  nor  receive  vifits, 
nor  invite  any  female  to  my  table.  I  had  no  great  facri- 
fices  to  make  on  that  head:  for,  not  refiding  conftantly 
at  Paris,  my  acquaintance  was  not  extenfive ;  befides,^  I 
had  no  where  kept  a  great  deal  of  company,  becaufe  my 
love  of  ftudy  is  as  great  as  my  deteftation  of  cards,  and 
becaufe  the  fociety  of  filly  people  affords  me  no  diver- 
fion,  Accuftomed  to  fpend  my  days  in  domeftic  retire- 
ment, I  iharcd  the  labours  of  Roland,  and  purfued  the 
ftudies  moft  fuited  to  my  own  particular  tafte.  The 
eftablifhment  of  fo  fevere  a  rule  ferved  then  at  once  to 
keep  up  my  accuftomed  ftyle  of  life,  and  to  prevent  the 
inconveniences  which  an  interefted  crowd  throws  in  the 
way  of  people  occupying  important  pofts.  Properly 
fpeaking,  I  never  received  company  in  my  hotel :  twice 
a  week,  indeed,  I  gave  a  dinner  to  fome  of  the  minifters, 
a  few  mem.bers  of  the  affembly,  and  the  perfons  with 
whom  my  huft)and  had  any  thing  to  talk  over,  or  whofe 
acquaintance  he  wifhed  to  preferve.    Bufinefs  was  talked 
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of  In  my  prefence ;  becaufe  I  had  not  the  rage  of  inter- 
fering, and  was  not  furrounded  with  fuch  company  as 
could  excite  diftruft.  Out  of  all  the  rooms  of  a  fpacious 
apartment,  I  had  chofen,  for  my  daily  habitation,  the 
fmalleft  parlour,  which  I  had  converted  into  a  ftudy,  by 
removing  into  it  my  books  and  a  bureau.  It  often  hap- 
pened, that  Roland's  friends  or  colleagues,  when  they 
wanted  to  fpeak  to  him  confidentially,  infread  of  going  to 
his  apartment,  where  he  was  furrounded  by  his'clerks 
or  by  the  public,  would  come  to  mine,  and  requeft  me  to 
fend  for  him.  By  thefe  means  I  found  myfelf  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  public  affairs,  without  intrigue  or  idle  cu- 
riofity.  Roland  had  a  pleafure  in  afterwards  converf- 
ing  with  me  about  them  in  private,  with  that  con- 
fidence  which  we  ever  placed  in  each  other,  and  which 
eftablifhed  between  us  an  intercommunity  of  knowledge 
and  opinions;  and  it  fometimes  happened  alfo,  that 
friends,  who  had  only  fome  information  to  give,  or  a 
few  words  to  fay,  being  always  fure  of  finding  me,  came 
and  requefted  I  would  make  the  neceflary  communication 
to  Roland  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  might  occur. 

It  had  been  found  neceflliry  to  counterbalance  the 
mfluence  of  the  court,  the  ariftocracy,  the  civil  lift,  and 
the  miniftcrial  papers,  by  information  given  to  the  people 
in  the  moft  public  way.  A  daily  paper,  pofted  up  in 
the  ftreets.  Teemed  well  calculated  for  that  purpofe;  but 
it  was  neceffary  to  find  a  judicious  and  enlightened 
man,  capable  of  following  up  events,  and  exhibiting  them 
in  their  proper  colours,  to  be  the  condu6lor.  Louvety  al- 
ready known  as  an  author,  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  po- 
litician, was  pointed  out,  approved  of,  and  undertook  the 
talk.    Money  was  alfo  wanting  for  it^  fupport  \  but  that 
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was  a  thing  not  quite  To  eafily  to  be  obtained.  Petlon  him- 
felf  was  allowed  none  for  the  police  ;  and  yet  in  a  town 
like  Paris,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  when  it  was  of 
importance  to  have  people  in  pay,  in  order  to  gain  timely 
informadon  of  every  thing  that  happened,  or  that  might 
be  in  agitation,  it  was  indifpenfably  necefTary.  To  ob- 
tain any  thing  from  the  afTembly  would  have  been 
difficult;  for  the  demand  would  infallibly  have  given  the 
alarm  to  the  partifans  of  the  court,  and  would  have  met 
with  many  obftacles.  At  laft  it  occurred,  that  Dumou- 
riez,  who  had  fecret  fervice  money  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  might  allow  a  certain  fum  monthly  to  the 
mayor  of  Paris  for  the  police ;  and  that  out  of  that  fum 
might  be  taken  the  expenfes  of  the  daily  paper  which 
was  to  be  pofted  up,  and  which  the  minifter  of  the 
home-department  was  to  fuperintend.  The  expedient 
was  fimple,  and  was  adopted.  Such  was  the  origin  of 
the  Sentinel. 

It  was  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of  July,  that  per- 
celving  affairs  daily  growing  worfe  through  the  perfidy 
of  the  court,  the  march  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  affembly,  we  looked  out  for  a  place 
where  liberty,  threatened  from  fo  many  quarters,  might • 
find  an  afylum.  We  frequently  converfed  v/ith  Barba- 
roux  and  Servan  concerning  the  excellent  fpirit  that  pre- 
vailed in  the  fouth,  the  energy  of  the  departments  in  that 
quarter  of  France,  and  the  advantages  its  fituation  afford- 
ed for  founding  a  republic,  if  the  triumphant  court  Ihould 
find  means  to  fubjugate  Paris  and  the  North.  We  took 
a  map,  and  traced  the  line  of  demarcadon ;  Servan 
ftudied  the  military  pofitlons  it  offered  -y  we  calculated 
its  ftrength  i  we  examined  the  nature  of  its  produce, 
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and  the  means  of  circulating  that  produce ;  every  one 
called  to  mind  the  places,  or  the  perfons,  from  whom  wc 
might  expert  to  receive  fupport;  and  every  one  repeat- 
ed, after  a  revolution  that  had  afforded  fuch  great 
hopes,  we  ought  not  to  relapfe  tamely  into  flavery,  but 
fliould  ftrain  every  nerve  to  eftablifh  a  free  government 
in  fome  part  of  France.  ^  That  (hall  be  our  refource,' 
laid  Barbaroux,  ^  if  the  Marfeillois,  whom  I  accompanied 
hither,  be  not  Efficiently  feconded  by  the  Parifians  to 
fubdue  the  court.  I  hope,  however,  they  will  fuc- 
ceed,  and  that  we  fhall  have  a  convention,  which  v;ill 
give  a  republican  form  of  government  to  all  France.' 

We  underftood  very  well,  without  his  explaining  him- 
felf  farther,  that  an  infurredlion  was  projedbed.  It  ap- 
peared indeed  inevitable,  fince  the  court  was  making 
preparations,  that  indicated  a  defign  of  enforcing  fub- 
mifljon.  It  may  be  faid,  they  were  made  in  its  own 
defence ;  but  the  idea  of  attack  either  would  have  oc- 
curred to  nobody,  or  if  it  had,  it  would  not  have  been 
embraced  by  the  people  at  large,  if  the  court  had  really 
and  truly  enforced  the  conflitution :  for,  though  aware 
of  all  its  defefls,  the  moft  ftrenuous  republicans  defired 
nothing  more  for  the  prefenc,  and  would  have  quietly 
awaited  its  improvement  from  the  hands  of  time  and  of 
experience. 

It  is  true,  at  the  period  of  a  revolution,  there  will 
always  be  found,  particularly  among  a  corrupt  peo- 
ple, and  in  large  cities,  a  clafs  of  men  deftitute  of  the 
advantages  of  fortune,  covetous  of  her  favours,  and  in- 
clined to  make  any  facrifice  to  obtain  them,  or  elfe  ac- 
cuftomed  to  fupply  the  want  of  them  by  illicit  means.  If 
a  daring  mind,  a  courageous  difpofition,  and  fome  portion 
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of  natural  abilities,  diflinguifli  a  man  of  that  defcriptiort, 
he  becomes  the  chief,  or  the  diredor,  of  a  turbulent  band, 
whofe  ranks  are  foon  filled  up  by  all  thofe  who,  having 
nothing  to  lofe,  are  ready  to  attempt  any  thing ;  by  all 
the  dupes,  they  have  art  enough  to  make ;  and  Mly,  by 
the  individuals  difperfed  among  them  by  domeftic  poli- 
ticians or  foreign  powers,  interefled  in  fomenting  divi- 
fions,  in  order  to  weaken  them  by  civil  difcord,  that  they 
may  afterwards  take  advantage  of  their  diftrafted  ftate. 

The  patriot, c  focieties,  the fe  collections  of  men  aiTem- 
bled  to  deliberate  on  their  rights  and  interePcs,  have  ex- 
hibited to  us  a  pi6lure  in  miniature  of  what  palles  in  the 
great  fociety  of  the  ilate. 

Firft  we  find  a  few  m.en  of  ardent  difpofitions,  deeply 
imprelTed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  public  danger,  and  feeking 
fincerely  to  prevent  it.  Thefe  men  the  philofophers 
join  becaufe  they  conceive  fuch  a  junftion  neceflary  to 
overturn  tyranny,  and  propagate  principles  beneficial  to 
mankind.  Accordingly,  great  principles  are  developed, 
and  difTeminated ;  generous  fentiments  are  called  forth  and 
diftufed ;  and  a  vigorous  impulfion  is  given  both  to  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men.  Then  come  forward  indivi- 
duals, who,  by  afTuming  principles  that  do  not  belong  to 
them,  w^hich  they  decorate  with  the  moft  captivating 
language,  endeavour  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  public,  in 
order  to  acquire  confequence  or  power.  They  pals 
the  bounds  of  truth,  to  render  themfelves  more  remark- 
able ;  heat  the  imagination  by  falfe  and  exaggerated  re- 
prefentadons ;  flatter  the  pajTions  of  the  populace,  ever 
difpofed  to  admire  the  gigandc  ;  urge  it  on  to  meafures. 
In  which  they  have  the  means  of  making  themfelves 
ufeful,  in  order  to  be  thought  neceffary  upon  all  occa- 
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fions;  and  employ  themfelves  in  the  foul  work  of 
throwing  flifpicion  upon  thofe  prudent  or  enlightened 
men,  of  whoQt  merit  they  are  afraid,  and  with  whom 
they  are  not  able  to  ft  and  in  competirion.  Calumny,  at 
firfl:  employed  without  art,  learns,  from  the  humiliation 
it  receives,  to  ibape  itfelf  into  a  fyftem  ;  and  at  length 
becomes  a  profound  fcience,  in  which  they  and  their 
fellows  alone  can  fuccced. 

Unqueftionably  many  people  of  this  charadler  joined  the 
popular  party  againfl:  the  court  ready  to  ferve  the  latter 
for  money,  and  as  ready  to  betray  it,  in  cafe  it  fnould  be- 
come the  weaker  party.  The  court  afFedled  to  believe 
that  ail  thofe  who  oppoled  its  defigns  were  of  the  above 
defcription,  and  was  fond  of  confounding  them  under  the 
appellation  of  the  fadious.  The  real  patriots  fufFered 
this  noify  pack  to  go  their  own  way,  like  fo  many  hounds ; 
and  perhaps  were  not  forry  to  make  them  ferve  as  a  for- 
lorn hope,  to  receive  the  firft  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  their 
hatred  of  defpocifm  they  did  not  recollect,  that,  if  it 
allowable  in  politics,  to  fufFer  good  things  to  be  effe6led 
by  bad  men,  or  to  profit  by  their  excefles  for  fome  ufeful 
purpofe,  it  is  infinitely  dangerous  to  afcribe  to  them  the 
honour  of  the  one,  or  not  to  punilb  them  for  the  other^ 

Every  body  is  acquainted  with  the  revolution  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  of  which  I  know  no  more  than  is  known 
to  the  public ;  for,  though  well  informed  of  the  greai: 
oudine  of  aff^airs  while  Rolar^  was  a  fervant  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  attending  to  it  with  intereft  when  he  was  no 
longer  in  place,  I  never  was  a  confidant  of  what  m  y  be 
called  the  manoeuvring  of  parties ;  nor  was  he  hmilejf 
j  ever  concerned  in  that  fort  of  bufinefs. 

Recalled  to  the  miniftry  at  that  period,  he  re-entered 
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with  renovated  hopes.    It  is  a  great  pity,  we  ufed  to  fay, 
that  the  council  ftiould  be  contaminated  by  that  Danton^ 
who  has  fo  bad  a  reputation. — *  What  can  we  do  ?* 
faid  fome  friends,  to  whom  I  whifpered  the  fame  re- 
mark J  *  he  has  been  ufeful  in  the  revolution^  and  the  \ 
people  love  him :  there  is  no  prudence  in  making  mal- 
contents :  it  will  certainly  be  better  to  make  the  moft  of 
him  as  he  is/ — There  was  Ibme  reafon  in  this ;  but  flill 
it  is  mucfi  eafier  to  deny  a  man  the  means  of  influence,  ; 
than  to  prevent  his  putting  it  to  a  bad  ufe.    There  be- 
gan the  faults  of  the  patriots :  the  inftant  the  court  was  \ 
fubdued,  an  excellent  council  Ihould  have  been  formed, 
all  the  members  of  which  being  irreproachable  in  their  • 
condu6l,  and  diftinguifhed  for  their  knowledge,  would  ' 
have  ccnduded  the  governm.enc  with  dignity,  and  have 
imprefTed  foreign  powers  with  refped.    To  take  Dan-  . 
ton  into  the  adminiftration,   v>/as  to  deluge  the  go- 
vernment with  fuch  men  as  I  have  defcribed  5  who 
harafs  it,  when  not  in  employ,  and  corrupt  and  debafe 
It,  when  they  participate  in  its  operations.    But  who  was 
to  make  thefe  reflexions  ?  who  could  have  dared  to 
announce  and  openly,  maintain  them  ?  The  choice  v/as 
made  by  the  aflfembly,  or  its  committee  of  twenty- one;;: 
among  whom  there  were  many  men  of  merit,  but  not 
one  leader;  not  one  of  thole  beings  caft  in  the  mould  of 
MiraheaUy  and  made  to  command  the  vulgar,  to  condenfe 
into  one  focus  the  opinions  of  the  wife,  and  to  prefent 
them  with  that  force  of  genius,  which  compels  obedience 
the  moment  it  appears. 

As  they  were  at  a  lofs  for  a  minlfter  of  the  marine, 
Condorcet  mentioned  Monge,  becaufe  he  had  feen  him  [ 
folve  geometrical  problems  at  the  academy  of  fciences;  i 

anci 


(   87  ) 

and  Monge  was  chofen.  Monge  is  a  kind  of  ori- 
ginal, admirably  calculated  to  play  tricks  in  the  man- 
ner of  the  bears  that  I  have  feen  dancing  in  the  ditches 
of  the  town  of  Berne.  There  cannot  be  a  more  awkward 
buffoon,  or  one  who  has  lefs  pretenfions  to  wit  and  plea- 
fantry.  Formerly  a  ftone-cutter  at  Mezieres,  where  the 
abbe  BofTut  encouraged  him,  and  fet  him  to  iludy  ma- 
thematics j  he  got  on  by  dine  of  induftry,  and  ceafed  to 
vifit  his  benefadlor,  as  foon  as  he  began  to  entertain  hopes 
of  becoming  his  equal.  A  good  kind  of  man  in  other 
refpe^ls,  or  at  leaft  contriving  to  be  fo  efteemed,  in  a 
fmall  circle,  of  which  the  mod  fadrical  members  had  not 
wit  enough  to  divert  themfelves  by  fhewing  that  he  was  no 
better  than  a  narrow-minded  blockhead.  But  in  fhort  he 
paffed  for  an  honeft  man,  and  a  friend  of  the  revolution ; 
and  people  were  fo  tired  of  traitors,  and  fo  puzzled  to 
find  men  of  ability,  that  they  began  to  put  up  with  any 
body  of  whofe  good  faith  they  were  convinced.  I  need 
not  fpeak  of  his  miniftry  :  the  deplorable  ftate  of  our 
navy  too  plainly  evinces  his  imbecility  and  infignifi- 
cance. 

Roland's  firfl  care  was  to  make  that  reform  in  his 
pfRce,  of  which  he  had  felt  the  necefTity.  He  colledled 
about  him  a  fet  of  men  attached  to  the  principles  of 
liberty,  of  adive  dlfpofitions,  and  of  enlightened  minds : 
and,  had  he  accomplifhed  nothing  more,  he  would  have 
done  great  fervice  to  that  branch  of  adminiftration.  He 
haftened  to  write  to  all  the  departments,  with  that  force 
which  reafon  gives,  that  authority  which  belongs  to 
truth,  and  that  exprelTion  of  fennment  that  flows  from 
the  heart;  fhewing  them  the  new  order  of  things  that 
xnuA  neceiTarily  refult  from  the  revolution  of  the  loth 
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6f  Auguft;  and  the  ncceffity  for  all  parties  to  rally 
around  juftice,  which  prevents  excefles ;  around  liberty, 
which  produces  the  happinefs  of  all  j  around  good  order, 
which  alone  can  infure  it ;  and  around  the  leglflative 
body,  which  (lands  charged  with  the  expreffion  of  the 
public  will.  Thofe  adminiftrative  bodies  which  ap- 
peared to  hefitate,  were  fufpended,  or  cafhiered.  Great 
difpatch  in  bufinefs,  and  the  moft  aftive  and  extenfive 
correfpondence,  diffufed  a  fimilar  fpirit  through  every 
part,  reflored  confidence,  and  gave  frefli  life  to  the  in- 
terior of  the  kingdom. 

Danton  fcarcely  fuffered  a  day  to  pafs  without  coming 
to  our  houfe.  Sometimes  it  was  in  his  way  to  the 
fcouncil ;  he  would  arrive  a  litde  before  the  hour,  and 
ftep  into  my  apartment ;  or  elfe  he  would  call  in  his 
return,  moft  commonly  accompanied  by  Fabre-d'Eglan- 
tine  :  at  other  times,  he  would  invite  himfelf  to  dine  with 
me,  on  days  when  I  was  not  accuftomed  to  fee  com- 
pany, in  order  that  he  might  converfe  with  Roland  about 
fome  bufinefs. 

No  man  could  make  a  fnow  of  greater  zeal,  of  a 
greater  love  of  liberty,  or  of  a  greater  defire  to  concur  with 
his  colleagues  in  ferving  it  effectually.  I  contemplated 
his  forbidding  and  atrocious  features,  and,  though  I  ufed 
to  fay  to  myfelf,  that  no  one  fliould  be  condemned  upon 
hearfay  evidence,  that  I  had  no  certain  knowledge  of  any 
thing  to  his  prejudice,  that  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world 
muft  needs  have  two  different  chara6lers  when  party- 
Ipirit  ran  high,  and  that  appearances  were  not  to  be 
trufted,  I  could  not  bring  myfelf  to  affociate  the  idea  of 
a  good  man  with  fuch  a  countenance.  I  never  faw  any 
fhing  that  fo  ftrongly  expreffed  the  violence  of  brutal 
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pafTions,  and  the  mofl:  aftonifhing  audacity,  half  dlfguifed 
by  a  jovial  air,  an  affcdation  of  franknefs,  and  a  fort  of 
fimplicicy..  My  lively  imagination  reprefents  every  per- 
fon,  with  whom  I  am  ftruck,  in  the  adlion  that  I  conceive 
fuitable  to  his  chara6ler.  I  cannot  fee  for  half  an  hour  a 
face  not  from  the  common  mould,  without  arraying 
it  in  the  garb  of  fome  profeffion,  or  giving  it  fome  part  to 
play,  the  idea  of  which  it  revives  or  imprefles  on  my  mind. 
In  this  manner  my  im,agination  has  often  figured  Danton, 
with  a  dagger  in  his  hand,  encouraging  by  his  voice  and  his 
example  a  band  of  afiTaffins,  more  timid  or  lefs  ferocious 
than  himfelf :  or  elfe,  when  fatiated  with  his  crimes,  in- 
dicating his  habits  and  propenfities  by  the  gefhures  of  a 
Sardanapalus.  I  certainly  would  defy  an  experienced 
painter,  not  to  find  in  the  perfon  of  Danton  all  the  re- 
quifitcs  for  fuch  a  compofition. 

Could  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  a  regular  path,  in- 
ftead  of  abandoning  my  pen  to  the  wandering  courfe  of 
a  mind,  that  ranges  at  large  over  the  wide  field  of  events, 
I  would  have  taken  ^up  Danton  at  the  beginning  of 
1789,  a  miferable  counfellor,  more  burdened  with  debts 
than  caufes  and  whofe  wife  was  known  to  fay,  that  flie 
could  not  have  kept  houfe,  without  the  affiftance  of  a 
louis-d'or  a  week  which  flie  received  from  her  father.  I 
would  have  exhibited  him  making  his  firft  appearance  at 
the  fe5fiony  which  was  then  called  a  diftri£fy  and  attradting 
notice  by  the  ftrength  of  his  lungs :  a  great  fedary  of  the 
Orleans  faclion;  acquiring  a  kind  of  competency  in  the 
courfe  of  that  year,  without  any  vifible  means  of  making 
money  i  and  obtaining  a  little  celebrity  by  exccfles,  which 
Lafayette  was  inclined  to  punilh,  but  which  he  artfully 
found  means  to  turn  to  his  own  advantage,  by  procuring 
himfelf  the  proteclion  of  the  diftrift ,  which  be  had  rendered 

turbulent. 
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turbulent.    I  fliould  defcrlbe  him  declaiming  with  fuc-  | 
cefs  in  the  popular  focieties,  fetting  himfelf  up  for  the 
defender  of  the  rights  of  all,  declaring,  that  he  would 
accept  no  place  of  profit,  till  the  revolution  fbould  be  at 
an  end;  and  fucceeding  neverthelefs  to  that  of  fubftitute 
to  the  folicitor  of  the  commune ;  preparing  his  influence 
at  the  Jacobins  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of  the  Lameths ; 
making  his  appearance  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft  among 
thofe  who  were  returning  from  the  palace  *  ;  and  entering 
into  the  adminiftration,  as  a  tribune  in  high  favour  with 
the  people,  whom  it  was  neceffary  to  fatisfy  by  giving  him 
a  (hare  in  the  government.  From  that  period  his  progrefs 
was  equally  bold  and  rapid.    He  attached  to  himfelf  by 
largefles,  or  proteded  by  his  influence,  thofe  greedy  and 
miferable  men,  who  are  goaded  on  by  vice  and  want  i 
he  marked  out  the  formidable  perfons  whofe  ruin  it  was  i 
nccefl^ary  to  efredt ;  he  paid  the  hireling  fcribes,  and  in- 
flamed the  minds  of  the  enthufiafts,  whom  he  intended 
to  fet  upon  them  ;  he  refined  on  the  revcluticnary  inven-  j 
tions  of  headlong  patriots,  or  artfu!  knaves;  he  devifed,  j 
promoted,  and  executed  plans  capable  of  fliriking  terror,  j 
of  removing  numerous  obftacles,  of  colledling  great  | 
fums  of  money,  and  of  mifleading  the  public  opinions 
concerning  all  thefe  matters.    He  formed  the  eledoral 
body  by  his  intrigues,  influenced  it  openly  by  means  of 
his  agents,  and  nominated  the  deputation  from  Paris  to  \ 
the  convention,  of  which  he  became  a  member.  He 
went  to  Belgium  to  augment  his  treafures ;  and  had  the 
hardihood  to  avow  a  fortune  of  1400000  livres  [;^.  5  8333], 
to  wallow  in  luxury,  whiUt  preaching  up  /ans-culolitijmey 
and  to  fleep  on  heaps  of  flaughtered  men. 

•  See  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  17.  Tranf, 
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As  to  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  muffled  In  a  cowl,  armed 
with  a  poniard,  and  employed  in  forging  plots  to  defame 
the  innocent,  or  to  ruin  the  rich,  whofe  wealth  he  covets, 
he  is  fo  perfedlly  in  chara6ler,  that  whoever  would  paint 
the  moft  abandoned  hypocrite,  need  only  draw  his  por- 
trait in  that  drefs. 

Thefe  two  men  were  very  defirous  of  making  me 
fpeak  out,  by  vaunting  their  own  patriotifm.  It  was 
^  fubjedl  on  which  I  had  nothing  to  conceal,  or  diflem- 
ble :  I  avow  my  principles  equally  to  thofe,  whom  I 
fuppofe  to  participate  in  them,  and  to  thofe,  whom  I 
fufpedl  of  not  entertaining  fentiments  fo  pure :  in  regard 
to  the  former  it  is  confidence — to  the  latter  pride.  I  dif- 
dain  to  difguife  myfelf,  even  under  the  pretence,  or  with 
the  hope  of  being  better  able  to  fathom  other  people's 
mind.  I  form  a  firft  opinion  of  men  intuitively,  and 
judge  them  afterwards  by  their  condu6l  compared  at 
different  times  with  the  language  they  hold ;  but  as  to 
me,  I  lay  open  my  whole  foul,  and  never  fuffer  a  doubt 
to  exifl:  of  what  I  really  am. 

As  foon  as  the  affembly  had  of  its  own  accord  pafled 
a  decree,  allowing  the  minifter  of  the  home  department 
loo,coolivres  [£'4.,i6y]y  to  defiay  the  expences of ufeful 
publications,  Danton,  and  Fabre  more  particularly,  afked 
me  by  way  of  converfation,  whether  Roland  were  pre- 
pared on  that  point,  and  if  he  had  writers  in  readinefs  to 
employ.  I  anfwered,  that  he  was  no  ftranger  to  thofa 
"who  had  already  attained  any  celebrity  ;  that  the  periodi- 
cal works,  compofed  according  to  right  principles,  would 
point  out  in  the  firft  place  thofe  whom  it  was  proper  to 
encourage ;  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to  fee  their  au- 
thors 5  and  fometimes  to  bring  them  together,  that  they 

might 
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might  be  informed  of  fads,  the  knowledge  of  which  it 
would  be  ufeful  to  difFufe,  and  that  they  might  'agree  on 
the  moft  efficacious  method  of  leading  men's  minds  to 
th€  fame  point.  That  if  either  of  them,  Fabre  or 
Danton,  knew  any  in  particular,  they  fliould  miCntion 
and  bring  them  to  the  minifter ;  where  they  might  con- 
verfe,  once  a  week  for  inflance,  on  what  in  exifting  cir- 
cumftances  ought  more  efpecially  to  occupy  their  pens. 

*  We  have  the  idea,'  anfwered  Fabre,  ^  of  a  paper  to 
be  pofted  up,  entitled  Compte  rendu  an  Peuple  Jouverain  *, 
which  ftiall  exhibit  a  fketch  of  the  late  revolution,  and 
for  which  Camille-Defmoulins,  Robert,  andfome  others, 
will  write/ — ^  Very  well!  introduce  them  to  Roland.' — 
This  he  took  care  not  to  do,  and  faid  no  more  about  the 
paper ;  which  was  however  fet  on  foot,  as  foon  as  the 
affembly  had  given  the  council  two  millions  83,333] 
for  Jecret  expenjes,    Danton  told  his  colleagues,  that  it 
was  proper  for  each  minifter  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  his 
own  department ;  but  that  as  thofe  of  the  war  dep'art- 
ment  and  foreign  affairs  had  already  fimilar  funds,  the 
above  fum  ought  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  other  four, 
who  would  confequently  have  fo  many  hundred  thoufands 
of  livres  each.    Roland  objefted  ftrongly  to  this  propofal. 
He  (howed,  that  the  intention  of  the  aliembly  had  been, 
to  give  the  executive  power,  at  this  critical  period,  all  the 
ncceffary  means  of  adling  with  promptitude    that  it  was 
the  council  colle6lively  that  had  a  right  to  decide  on  the 
employment  of  the  monies,  on  the  demand  being  made, 
and  the  purpofes  fpecified,  by  the  head  of  each  department: 
and  he  declared,  moreover,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 


*  An  account  n  n  lered  to  the  fovereign  people, 
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Vvould  never  make  any  ufe  of  it,  without  producing 
vouchers  to  the  council,  to  whofe  care  the  money  was 
committed,  and  who  had  a  right  to  watch  over  its  ex- 
penditure *.  Danton  in  reply,  fwore  according  to 
cuftom,  and  talked  of  the  revolution,  of  decifive  mea- 
fures,  of  fecrecy,  and  of  freedom ;  while  the  others,  fe- 
duced  perhaps  by  the  pleafure  of  dabbling  each  in  his  own 
way  came  over  to  his  opinion,  contrary  to  all  juftice, 
delicacy,  and  found  policy  y  and  in  fpife  of  Roland's 
proteft,  and  of  his  determined  oppofition,  the  harfhnefs 
of  which  procured  him  ill-will.  Danton  quickly  drew 
a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  [/.  20,833]  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treafury,  and  difpofed  of  them  as  he  thought  proper : 
which  did  not  prevent  his  getting  6o,oooI.  2,500] 
from  Servan,  and  a  ftill  larger  fum  from  Lebrun,  out  of 
the  fecret  fervice  money  of  their  feveral  departments!^ 
under  various  pretences.  To  the  affembly  he  never 
gave  any  account ;  contenting  himfelf  with  affirming, 
that  he  had  accounted  to  the  council :  though  he  only 
told  the  council,  at  a  meeting  at  which  Roland  was  not 
prefent  on  account  of  indifpofidon,  that  he  had  given 
twenty  thoufand  livres  tp  one  perfon,  ten  to  another, 
and  fo  of  the  reft,  on  account  of  the  revolution,  for  their 
patrionfm,  or  for  reafons  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

This  is  the  way  in  which  Servan  related  the  ftory  to 
me.  The  council,  on  being  defired  by  the  alTembly  to 
fay,  whether  Danton  had  given  them  any  account,  an- 
fwered  fnnply         But  Danton  had  acquired  fo  much 

*  He  expended  of  this  fund  only  izcol.  [£.  50],  in  an  order  pay- 
able to  Hell,  formerly  member  of  the  conftinuent  afTembly,  for  the 
expenfe  of  a  body  of.  inilrudlion  for  the  people,  in  the  german  lan- 
guage, for  the  departments  of  the  Khin?. 
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power,  that  thefe  timid  men  were  afraid  of  giving  him 
offence. 

Immediately  after  the  brave  Servan  went  out  of  office, 
Danton,  no  longer  finding  any  oppofition  from  the  war- 
office,  polluted  the  army  with  cordeliers  *,  as  cowardly 
as  they  were  avaricious,  who  promoted  plunder  and 
devaftation  >  rendered  the  foldiers  as  ferocious  to  their 
countrymen  as  to  their  enemies ;  made  the  revolution 
odious  to  the  neighbouring  nations,  by  exceffes  of  all 
kinds,  which  they  pradlifed  in  the  name  of  the  republic; 
and  by  preaching  infubordination  in  every  quarter,  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  misfortunes  that  have  fince  attended 
our  arms. 

After  this  no  one  will  be  aftonlfhed  to  hear,  that  Dan- 
ton,  wanting  to  fend  one  of  his  creatures  into  Brittany, 
under  pretence  of  vlfiting  the  fea-ports  and  examining 
tlie  infpedtors,  prevailed  on  the  minifter  of  the  marine 
to  give  him  a  commifiion.  But  commifTions  of  this 
kind  required  the  fignature  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council,  and  Roland  refufed  his.  ^  Either,'  faid  he  to 
Monge,  '  your  agents  do  their  duty,  or  they  do  not ; 
and  of  this  you  are  competent  to  judge.  If  they  do  not, 
dlfmifs  them  without  mercy  :  if  they  do,  why  damp  their 
zeal  and  infult  them,  by  fending  a  ftranger  among  them, 
who  has  no  connexion  with  your  department,  and  would 
only  prove  your  diftruft.  Such  a  proceeding  by  no 
means  becomes  the  charader  of  a  minifter ;  nor  will  I 
fign  the  commiflion.'  The  fitdng  of  the  council  was 
tinufually  protradled,  and  towards  the  end  of  it  the  pa- 
pers to  be  figned  prefented  themfelves  in  rapid  fucceffion. 


*  A  fadlion  which  took  its  name  from  a  particular  club,  that  far 
©utwent  the  Jacobins  in  revolutionary  rage,  Tranf, 
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Roland  perceiving,  that  he  had  juft  put  his  name,  after 
thofe  of  all  his  colleagues,  to  the  reje6led  comrnKTon, 
which  had  been  flipt  into  his  hand,  cancelled  it,  and 
upbraided  Monge.  *It  is  Danton  who  will  have  it  fo/ 
anfwered  Monge  in  a  whifper,  and  with  fear  pidured  in 
his  countenance  :  if  I  refufc,  he  will  denounce  me  to  the 
commune,  and  to  the  cordeliers,  and  get  me  hanged.' — 
*  Well !  in  my  mind,  a  minifter  ought  to  die,  rather  than 
give  way  to  fuch  confideratlons.' 

The  bearer  of  this  commiffion  was  arrefted  in  Brit- 
tany, by  order  of  an  adminiftration  which  took  offence  at 
his  condudl,  and  to  which  the  cancelled  fignature  of 
Roland  appeared  a  fufficient  reafon  to  enter  into  a  clofe 
examination  of  his  condu6b.  Heavy  charges  were  pre- 
•  ferred  againft  him ;  but  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  the  caufe  of  all  anarchifts  was  efp6ufed  by  the 
mountain,  which  obtained  a  decree,  direding  that 
Guermeur  (hould  be  fet  at  large. 

I  have  fufFered  myfelf  to  be  hurried  away  by  circum- 
ftances ;  let  me  now  re  fume  the  chain  of  fads. 

Danton  and  Fabre  ceafed  to  vifit  mc  towards  the 
latter  end  of  Auguit.  No  doubt  they  were  cautious  of 
expofing  themfelves  to  attentive  eyes,  while  chanting  the 
matins  of  September ;  and  were  well  aware  of  the  na- 
ture of  Roland  ai -d  the  people  he  had  about  him.  His 
firm  temper  of  mind,  his  upright  and  ingenuous  difpofi- 
tion,  the  ftridnefs  of  his  principles,  difplayed  without 
oftentation,  and  yet  without  conftraint,  and  the  uniform 
tenor  of  his  condud,  are  fure  to  ftrike  every  eye  at  the 
firft  glance.  They  concluded,  that  Roland  was  an  ho- 
neft  man,  who  was  not  to  be  tampered  with  in  under- 
takings like  their's  :  that  his  wife  had  no  weak  fide, 

through 
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through  which  he  might  be  afTailed ;  and  riiat,  with  an 
equal  Ihai  e  of  principle,  fhe  pofTefled  perhaps  more  of 
that  penetration  peculiar  to  her  fex,  againfl:  which  de- 
ceitful people  have  the  moft  reafon  to  be  upon  their 
guard.  Perhaps  too  they  judged,  that  (he  could  fome- 
times  wield  a  pen  j  and  that  fuch  a  couple,  endowed  as 
they  were  with  the  faculty  of  reafoning,  a  firm  temper  of 
mind,  and  fome  portion  of  talents,  might  ftand  in  the 
way  of  their  defigns,  and  were  fit  only  to  be  ruined. 
The  events  that  enfued,  illuitrated  by  a  number  of  cir- 
cumftances,  which  it  would  be  difncult  for  me  to  detail 
at  prefent,  but  of  which  a  lively  imprefiion  remains  upon 
my  mind,  give  to  thefe  conjedlures  all  the  evidence  of 
demonflration. 

It  had  been  deemed  expedient,  as  one  of  the  firft  mea- 
fures  to  be  taken  by  the  council,  to  difpatch  commifTion- 
crs  to  the  departments,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  ex- 
plaining the  events  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  ftill  more 
for  that  of  inducing  the  people  to  prepare  for  defence, 
and  to  be  expeditious  in  raifing  the  necelTary  recruits  for 
the  armies  oppofed  to  the  enemy  upon  the  frontier  of 
France.  As  foon  as  the  feledion  of  proper  perfons,  and 
the  fending  them  upon  their  mifTion  began  to  be  agitated, 
Roland  defired  a  day*s  delay  to  confider  whom  he  fhould 
propofe. — *  I  will  take  it  all  upon  myfelf,'  exclaimed  Dan- 
ton  :  ^  the  commune  of  Paris  will  furnifh  us  with  excel- 
lent patriots.* — The  indolent  majority  of  the  council  ac- 
cordingly intruded  him  with  the  care  of  pointing  them 
out ;  and  the  next  day  he  came  to  the  council  with  commif- 
fions  ready  made  out,  fo  that  nothing  more  was  neceflary 
than  to  fill  them  up  with  the  names  he  recommended, 
and  to  affix  the  neceffary  fignatures.    The-  council  madd 

little 
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little  inquiry  about  them,  and  figned  the  commifTions 
without  going  into  any  debate.  Thus  did  a  fwarm  of 
men  fcarcely  known ;  intriguers  of  fedions,  or  bawlers  at 
clubs ;  patriots  from  fanaticifm,  and  ftill  more  from 
views  of  interefl ;  people  deflitute  for  the  moft  part  of 
all  kind  of  consequence,  except  what  they  had  affumed, 
or  hoped  to  acquire,  in  public  commotions ;  but  entirely 
devoted  to  Danton  their  prote6tor,  and  enamoured  of 
his  manners  and  licentious  dodlrines ;  thus  did  thcfe  men, 
I  fay,  become  the  reprefentatives  of  the  executive  coun- 
cil in  every  department  of  France. 

This  -bufinefs  always  appeared  to  me  a  great  ftroke  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  Danton,  and  a  moft  egregious 
blunder  on  that  of  the  council. 

A  man  mufl  figure  to  himfclf  the  perplexity  of  each 
minifter  in  the  midft  of  affairs  of  his  own  department,  in 
thofe  turbulent  times,  to  be  able  to  conceive  that  upright 
and  able  men  could  a6t  with  fo  much  inconfideration. 
The  fa6l  is,  that  the  miniflers  of  the  home  department,  of 
war,  and  even  of  the  marine,  were  overwhelmed  with 
an  excefs  of  bufmefs,  and  that  official  details  fo  com- 
pletely engroffed  their  thoughts  as  to  allow  them  no  time 
to  refled  on  the  general  fyltem  of  polidcs.  The  coun- 
cil ought  to  be  compofed  of  men  employed  folely  in  de- 
liberating, and  freed  from  all  the  cares  of  adminiflration. 
Danton  was  in  the  department  that  gives  the  leaft 
trouble;  and  cared  little  about  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his 
place:  he  gave  his  griffe  *  to  his  clerks,  who  turned  the 
wheel,  and  the  machine  went  on  its  own  way  with- 
out his  taking  any  concern  in  the  matter.     All  his 

*  An  iron  ftamp  ufed  in  France  by  people  in  office  to  repeat  their 
fignature  with  greater  difpatch.  "Trafr/l 
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time  and  attention  were  dedicated  to  intrigues,  and 
Ichemes,  tending  to  promote  his  views  of  aggrandize- 
ment, fortune,  and  power.  Continually  haunting  the 
offices  of  the  war  department,  he  procured  appoint- 
ments in  the  amiy  for  people  of  his  own  dcfcription  ;  and 
found  means  to  give  the rn  an  intereft  in  the  contrails 
and  purchalcs  made  on  the  public  account.  In  fliort,  he 
neglecled  no  line  in  which  it  was  polTible  to  promote 
thefe  men,  the  dregs  of  a  corrupted  nation,  of  which 
they  become  the  fcum  in  political  fermentations,  and 
over  which  they  domineer  for  a  Ihort  fpace  of  time : 
with  thefe  he  augmented  his  credit,  and  compofed  a  fac- 
tion^ that  foon  became  poweiful,  and  are  now  lords 
paramount  of  all. 

The  enemy  advanced,  and  made  an  alarming  progrefs 
on  our  territory.  Men,  who  defire  to  govern  the  multitude, 
and  who  have  ftudied  the  various  means  of  working  up- 
on their  minds,  know  terror  to  be  one  of  the  mod  pow- 
erful. This  affection  abfolucely  fubjeds  thofe  who  ex-» 
perience  it,  to  the  men  who  allow  it  to  hold  no  dominion 
over  their  minds ;  how  much  greater  ftill  are  the  ad- 
vantages of  thofe,  who  purpofely  infpire  it  by  falfe 
rumours  or  pretences !  That  calculation  had  certainly 
been  made  by  the  inlVigatorsof  the  maflacres  of  Septem- 
ber i  they  muft  have  had  the  two-fold  obje6l  of  producing  a 
tumult,  under  cover  of  which,,  the  violation  of  the  prifons, 
ajid  the  murder  of  the  prifoners,  would  afford  them  an 
opportunity  of  gratifying  their  private  animofities,  of  exe- 
cuting  fchemes  of  plunder,  the  produce  of  which  held  out 
a  pleafing  profpedl  to  their  avarice ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  of  difFufing  that  kind  of  ftupor,  during  which  a  fmali 
number  of  bold  and  ambitious  men  might  lay  the  foun- 
dations. 
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datlons  of  their  power.     Inreriv)r  agents  were  eafily 
brought  over  by  the  Jure  of  profit :  the  pretence  of  im- 
molating fuppofed  traitors,  from  whom  confpiracies  were 
to  be  feared,  could  not  fail  to  delude  men  of  weak  lin- 
derftandings,  deceive  the  people,  and  ferve  to  juflify  an 
adlion  from  which  its  diredlors  would  derive  the  blind 
obedience  of  their  well  paid  fatellites,  die  attachment  of 
all  who  fbared  the  profits  with  the  leaders^  and  the 
fubmiffion  of  an  intimidated  people,  furprifed  at  the 
energy^  or  perfuaded  of  the  juftice  of  an  operationj 
\vhich  the  perpetrators  would  find  means  to  make  it 
abctj  by  reprefenting  it  as  its  own  work.  Accordingly 
whoever  afterwards  dared  to  reprobate  thofe  crimes  was 
proclaimed  a  calumniator  of  the  city  of  Paris,  pointed  out 
as  fuch  to  the  fgry  of  a  certain  clafsofits  inhabitants,  and 
ftyled  2ifederaUfty  and  a  confpirator.    Such  was  the  crime 
of  the  twenty-two,  joined  to  the  unpardonable  guilt  of 
fuperiorityi 

A  loud  and  alarming  report  of  the  taking  of  Verdurl 
got  abroad  on  the  firfl  of  September.  The  orators  ac- 
Guftomed  to  harangue  the  groups  coUedled  in  the  ftreetSi 
faid  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  march  to  Chalons :  ac- 
cording to  them  three  days  more  were  fufficient  to  bring 
them  to  Paris  and  the  people^  who  cdculated  nothing 
but  the  diftance,  without  taking  into  the  account  the 
various  things  neceffary  to  the  march  of  an  army,  for 
its  fuftenance^  and  the  conveyance  of  its  baggage  and 
artillery,  every  thing,  in  ihorti  that  renders  its  progrefsfo 
very  different  from  that  of  an  individual,  already  beheld 
the  foreign  troops  triumphant  amid  the  fmoaking  ruins 
©f  the  capital; 

Nothing  was  negleded,  that  could  inflame  the  imagi- 
Aatioh,  amplify  objeds^  or  augment  the  apprehenflon  of 
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danger ;  nor  was  it  difficult  to  get  the  affembly  to  adopt 
mcafures  calculated  to  promote  fuch  defigns.  Do- 
miciliary vifits,  under  the  pretence  of  fcarching  for  con- 
cealed arms  or  difcovering  fufpeded  perfonSj  fo  frequent 
fince  the  loth  of  Augufl,  were  refolved  upon  as  a  gene- 
ral regulation,  and  made  in  the  dead  of  night.  They 
gave  occafion  to  frefh  and  numerous  captions,  and  to 
vexations  unheard  of  before.  The  commune  of  the  tenth, 
compofcd  in  great  part  of  men,  who,  having  nothing  to 
lofe,  have  every  tking  to  gain  by  a  revodunon ;  the  com- 
mune already  guilty  of  a  thoufand  enormines,  ftood 
in  need  of  more  5  for  it  is  by  the  accumulation  of 
crimes  that  impunity  is  fecured.  The  misfortunes  of 
the  country  were  folemnly  announced.  The  fignal  of 
didrefs,  the  black  flag,  was  hoiftcd  on  the  towers  of  the 
metropolitan  church.  The  aiarni-gun  was  fired.  The 
commune  proclaimed,  by  found  of  trumpet,  a  general 
afiembly  of  the  citizens,  on  Sunday,  the  2d,  in  the 
Champ- de- Mars y  in  order  to  rally  round  the  altar  of  the 
nation  thofe  zealous  patriots  who  would  immediately  fet 
off  for  its  defence.  At  the  lame  time  it  diredled  the 
barriers  to  be  fhut,  and  yet  no  one  was  ftruck  with 
thefe  contradictory  proceedings.  There  was  a  rumour  of 
a  plot  hatching  in  the  prifons  by  the  ariftocrats  (or  the 
rich),  of  whom  great  numbers  were  confined;  and  of  the 
uneafy  and  repugnant  reelings  of  the  people  at  quitdng 
their  homes,  and  leaving  behind  them  thofe  ravenous 
wolves,  who  were  about  to  break  their  chains,  and  would 
fall  with  fury  upon  their  dear  and  defencelefs  relatives. 

On  the  firft  fymptoms  of  commotion,  the  minifler 
of  the  interior,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  watch  over 
the  general  tranquillity,  but  who  has  neither  the  im- 
mediate^exercife  of  power,  nor  a  right  to  employ  the 
I  public 
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public  force,  wrote  in  an  urgent  manner  to  the  com- 
inune,  through  the  medium  of  the  mayor,  pointing  out 
the  vigilance  that  it  became  them  to  difplay.  Nor  did 
he  content  himfdf  with  this  ftep ;  but  applied  alfo  to  the 
commandant  genera],  exhorting  him  to  ftrengthen  the 
polls,  and  keep  an  eye  on  the  prifons.  He  did  flill 
more ;  for  hearing  they  were  threatened,  he  called 
upon  iiim  in  the  moft  formal  manner,  to  keep  a  fcricl 
guard  over  them,  making  his  head  refponfible  for  events: 
and  to  give  more  efficacy  to  a  requifition,  to  which  his 
authority  was  confined,  he  had  it  printed  and  pofted  up 
at  the  corner  of  every  iireet.  That  was  hinting  to  the 
citizens  at  large,  to  be  watchful  themfelves,  in  cafe  the 
commandant  ftiouid  negled  his  duty. 

At  five  in  the  evening  of  Sunday,  nearly  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  prifons  were  inverted,  as  I  have  fince 
been  informed,  about  two  hundred  men  repaired  to  the 
hotel  of  the  home  department,  calling  loudly  for  the 
miniller,  and  for  arms, 

I  was  fitting  in  my  own  apartment,  and  as  I  thought 
I  heard  a  noile,  I  rofe,  and  perceiving  the  mob  from 
the  rooms  that  overlook  the  court,  ftepped  into  the  anti- 
chamber,  and  inquired  what  was  the  matter.  Roland  was 
gone  out  i  but  the  perfons  who  afked  for  him  not  being 
fatisfied  with  that  information,  infifted  upon  fpcaking  with 
him  at  any  rate.  Tne  fervants  refufed  to  let  them  come 
up,  and  told  them  over  and  over  again  the  real  (late  of  the 
cafe.  Perceiving  thofe  afTurances  ineffedlual,  I  fcnt  out  a 
domeftic,  to  invite  ten  of  them  in  my  name  to  walk  up 
flairs;  they  came  in,  and  I  alked  them  calmly  what 
they  wanted.  They  told  me,  they  were  honed  citizens, 
ready  to  fet  off  for  Verdun,  but  being  in  great  want  of 
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arms,  they  were  come  to  afk  the  minifter  for  a  fup-s 
ply,  and  were  refolved  to  fee  him.    I  obferved  to  them, 
that  the  minifter  of  the  interior  never  had  arms  at 
his  difpofal ;  and  that  it  was  at  the  w^ir-office,  to  the 
minifter  of  that  department,  they  ftiould  addrefs  their 
rcqueft.     They  faid  in  reply,  that  they  had  been 
there,  and  had  been  told  there  was  no  fuch  thing ;  that 
all  the  minifters  were  rafcally  traitors,  and  that  they 
wanted  Roland. — 'I  am  forry  he  is  gone  out,  for  his  folic} 
arguments  would  have  fome  weight  with  you :  come 
along  with  me,  and  fearch  the  hotel,  and  you  will  foon 
be  fatisficd  that  Roland  is  not  at  home,  and  that  there 
are  no  arms  here ;  nor  indeed  ought  there  to  be  any,  as 
upon  refleftion  you  muft  needs  fuppofe.    Return  to  the 
war-ofFice,  or  make  your  complaint  to  the  commune : 
and  if  you  wilh  Roland  to  fpeak  to  you,  repair  to 
the  hotel  of  the  marine,  where  all  the  council  is  affembied.* 
— On  their  withdrawing,  I  went  into  the  bajcony  ov^r 
the  court,  and  thence  beheld  a  furious  fejlow  in  his  ftiirt, 
with  his  fleeves  tucked  up  to  his  ftioulders,  and  a  broad- 
fword  in  his  hand,  declaiming  againft  the  treachery  of 
the  minifters.    The  ten  deputies  difperfed  themfelve^ 
among  the  crowd,  and  at  length  prevailed  on  it  to  re- 
treat by  beat  of  drum;  but  they  carried  the  valet-de- 
chambre  away  with  them  as  an  hoftage,  made  him  fol- 
low them  through  the  ftreets  for  an  hour,  and  then  let 
him  return. 

Immediately  after  I  got  into  a  coach,  and  haftcned  to 
the  admiralty,  to  inform  my  hufl^and  of  what  had  juft 
pafled.  The  council  was  not  yet  fittings  but  J  found  a 
numerous  circle,  in  which  were  feveral  members  of  the 
affpmbly.    The  mifiifters  at  war  and  of  juftice  not  being 
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arrived,  the  others  were  converfing  in  tlie  council  cham- 
ber like  a  private  party.  I  related  my  ilory,  on  which 
each  made  his  remark,  mofl:  of  them  fuppofmg  it  the 
fortuitous  rcfult  of  circumftances,  and  the  cffi^rve- 
fcence  of  the  public  mind. 

What  was  Danton  doing  all  that  time  ^ — I  knew  not 
till  fcveral  days  after;  but  it  is  worth  while  to  mention 
it  here,  in  order  that  fads  may  he  compared.  He  was 
at  the  mairie  *,  in  tlie  committee  of  vigilance,  as  it  was 
ftyled,  whence  ilFiied  the  orders  of  arreft  that  were  he- 
come  fa  numerous  within  the  laft  few  days.  There  a 
reconciliation  had  juft  taken  place  between  him  and 
Marat,  after  they  had  made  a  parade  of  a  feigned  quarrel 
for  four-and-twenty  hours.  He  went  up  to  Petion's 
apartment,  took  him  afide,  and  faid  to  him,  in  his  cuf- 
tomary  language,  interlarded  with  energetic  expreflions  : 
'  Can  you  guefs  what  they  have  taken  into  their  heads  ? 
Why,  may  I  die,  if  they  have  not  ilTueda  warrant  againft 
Roland?' — 'Who  do  you  mean?' — ^  Why,  that  mad- 
headed  committee,  to  be  fure.  I  have  the  warrant 
in  my  pofTeflion :  look,  here  it  is.  We  can  never  fuffer 
them  to  go  on  at  this  rate.  What,  the  devil !  againft  a 
member  of  the  council!' — Paion  took  the  warrant,  read 
it,  and  returned  it  to  him  with  a  fmile  :  'Let  them  pro- 
ceed,* faid  he  :  'it  will  have  a  good  effed.'^ — '  A  good 
€fFe6l !'  replied  Danton,  examining  the  mayor's  counte- 
nance with  an  earneft  eye,  *Oh!  no,  I  can  never  fuffer 
it:  ril  find  means  to  make  them  liften  to  reafon.' — And 
fo  he  did  i  for  the  warrant  was  never  carried  into  execu- 
tion.   But  who  fo  blind,  as  not  to  fee,  that  the  two 
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hundred  men  were  lent  to  the  minifter  of  the  home  de- 
partment by  the  devifers  of  the  warrant  ?  Who  fo  dull, 
as  not  to  fufped,  that  the  failure  of  their  attc?mpt,  by  de- 
laying the  execution  of  the  projed,  might  give  nme  to 
paufe  to  thofe  by  whom  it  v/as  conceived  ?  And  who  fo 
wanting  in  penetration  as  not  to  perceive,  in  Danton's 
conduit  with  the  mayor,  that  of  a  confpirator  endeavouring 
to  difcove-r  what  effect  fuch  a  blow  would  produce,  or  to 
afcribe  the  honour  of  having  parried  it  to  himfelf  when 
once  it  has  failed,  or  been  rendered  dubious,  by  invo- 
luntary delay. 

It  was  paft  eleven,  when  the  minifters  left  the  coun- 
cil; nor  was  it  till  the  next  morning  that  we  learnt 
the  horrors,  of  which  the  night  had  been  witnefs,  and 
which  ftill  continued  to  prevail  in  the  prifons.  Diftrefled 
beyond  meafure  at  thefe  abominable  crimes,  the  inability 
of  preventing  them,  and  the  evident  pardcipation  of  the 
commune  and  the  commandant  general    we  agreed  that 

there 

*  Grandpre,  who  by  his  office  is  bound  to  give  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  the  prifons  to  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  had  found 
their  fad  inmates  in  the  greateft  affright,  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of 
September.  He  had  taken  various  meafures  to  procure  the  liberation 
of  many  of  them,  and  had  fucceeded  with  refped  to  a  confiderable 
number  ;  but  the  rumours  that  prevailed,  kept  thofe  who  remained 
in  the  greateft  confternation.  That  worthy  citizen,  on  his  return  to 
the  hotel,  waited  for  the  minifters  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  council, 
Danton  firft  made  his  appearance.  He  went  up  to  him,  told  hin^ 
what  he  had  feen,  related  the  fteps  he  had  taken,  the  requifitions  made 
to  the  armed  force  by  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  the  little 
regard  apparently  paid  them,  the  alarms  of  the  prifoners,  and  the  care 
which  he,  as  minifter  of  juftice,  ought  to  take  on  their  account.  Dan- 
ton,  vexed  at  this  unlucky  reprefentation,  cried  out  in  his  bellowing 

voice,  and  appropriate  geftures :  *  I  don't  care  a  d'  n  for  the 

prifoners :  let  them  take  care  of  therpfelves  I*  and  walked  away  in  a 

rage. 
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there  remained  nothing  for  an  honeft  minifter  to  do,  but 
to  denounce  them  in  the  moft  public  manner,  to  engage 
the  afTembly  to  put  a  flop  to  them,  to  roufe  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  honeft  men,  to  do  away  in  this  manner  the 
diihonour  of  confenting  to  them  by  filence,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  himfelf,  if  need  be,  to  the  daggers  of  the  aflafTins,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  guilt  and  fhame  of  being  in  any  vv-ay  their 
accomplice. — ^  It  is  equally  true,'  faid  1  to  my  hulband, 
^  that  a  courageous  determination  is  not  more  confonant 
to  juftice,  than  conducive,  to  fafety.  Firmnefs  alone  can 
reprefs  audacity.  If  the  denunciation  of  thefe  enor- 
mities were  not  a  duty,  it  would  be  an  aft,  of  prudence. 
The  people  who  perpetrate  them  mud  necefiarily  hate 
you,  for  you  have  endeavoured  to  obilru6l  their  pro- 
ceedings :  nothing  remains  for  you  now,  but  to  infpire 
them  with  fear.' — Roland  wrote  to  the  afTembly  his  let- 
ter of  the  third  of  September,  v/hich  became  equally  ce- 
lebrated with  that  he  had  addrefled  to  the  king.  The 

rage.  That  was  in  the  fecond  anti-chamber,  in  the  prefence  of 
twenty  people,  who  fhuddered  at  hearing  fuch  a  favage  fpeech  from 
the  minifler  of  juilice.  Danton  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  crimes,  after 
having  attained  fucceflively  the  feveral  degrees  of  influence;  and  per- 
fecuted  and  profcribed  that  probity,  which  declared  war  againft  him, 
and  that  merit,  of  which  he  dreaded  the  afcendency  :  Drnton  is  be- 
come our  mafter.  His  voice  governs  the  afTembly;  his  intrigues 
keep  the  people  in  motion ;  and  his  genius  rules  the  committee, 
falfely  denominated  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  in  which  all  the 
power  of  the  government  refides.  Thus  diforder  every  where  pre- 
vails :  the  men  of  blood  bear  fway;  the  moft  rigid  tyranny  oppreffes 
the  people  of  Paris ;  and  France,  torn  to  pieces,  and  degraded,  under 
fuch  a  marter,  can  no  longer  change  its  oppre.Tors.  I  feel  his  hand 
rivet  the  fetters  that,  bind  me,  as  I  perceived  his  infpiration  in  the 
lirft  attack  made  upon  me  by  Marat.  It  is  incumbent  upon  him  to 
ruin  thofe  who  know  him,  and  refemble  him  not, 
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affembly  were  delighted,  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed, 
polled  up,  and  fent  to  the  departments :  it  applauded, 
as  weak  men  applaud  ads  of  courage  they  cannot  imi- 
tate, but  which  affecl  their  feelings,  and  infpire  them 
with  hope. 

I  remember  to  Live  read  a  little  work,  ftrongly  ari- 
ftrocratic,  publifhed  fince  that  era  at  London,  I  believe 
by  Pelltier:  the  author  is  gready  aftonifhed,  that  the 
fame  perfon,  who  had  been  fo  audacioufly  wanting  in  re- 
fped  to  his  king,  fhould  afterwards  difplay  fo  much 
juftice  and  humanity.  Either  the  fpirit  of  party  muft 
render  a  man  extremely  inconfiftent,  or  virtue  is  fo 
fcarce,  that  its  very  exiftence  is  become  queftionable. 
The  friend  of  freedom  and  his  fellow-creatures  holds  in 
the  fame  thorough  deteftation,  and  denounces  with  equal 
energy,  the  tyranny  of  a  mob,  and  the  tyranny  of  a  king, 
the  defpotifm  of  a  throne,  and  the  diforders  of  anarchy, 
the  wiles  of  a  court,  and  the  ferocity  of  a  lawlefs  ban-^ 
ditd. 

That  fame  day,  the  3d  of  September,  a  man,  formerly 
a  colleague  of  Roland,  and  to  whom  I  had  imagined 
I  owed  the  civility  of  inviting  him  to  dinner,  took  it 
into  his  head  to  bring  with  him  the  orator  of  the  human 
racey  without  giving  mc  any  notice,  or  enquiring  whe- 
ther it  would  be  agreeable.  I  confidered  his  behaviour 
as  attributable  to  the  want  of  breeding  of  an  honeft  man, 
impofed  upon  by  the  noify  fame  of  the  orator.  I  gave 
a  polite  reception  to  ClcotZy  of  whom  I  knew  nothing  but 
his  bombaft  orations,  and  of  whom  I  had  heard  nothing 
clfe  unfavourable ;  but  one  of  my  friends  on  feeing  him, 
whifpered  in  my  ear :  *  Your  guefl:  has  introduced  to  you 
an  infufftrable  parafite,  whom  I  am  forry  to  fee  here/ 

The 


(  ) 

The  converfation  turned  on  the  events  of  the  day. 
Clootz  attempted  to  prove,  that  they  were  indifpenfabk 
and  falutary  meafures ;  made  many  common-place  ob- 
fervations  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  juftice  of  their 
vengeance,  and  its  fubferviency  to  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind j  fpoke  loud,  and  long;  ate  more  than  he 
fpoke ;  and  tired  more  than  one  of  his  auditors.  Being 
foon  after  chofen  a  member  of  the  convention,  he 
returned  occafionally  of  his  own  accord;  feating  himfelf 
in  the  firft  place,  and  helping  himfelf  to  the  niccil  diflies, 
without  ceremony.  My  extreme  and  cold  politenefs, 
accompanied  with  the  care  of  always  helping  fevcrai 
perfons  before  him,  was  calculated  to  make  him  fpeedily 
perceive,  that  he  had  been  "  weighed  in  the  fcale,  and 
found  wanting."  He  felt  it,  came  np  more,  and  re- 
venged himfelf  by  calumnies.  I  Ihould  not  have  men- 
tioned this  contemptible  fellow,  but  for  the  diftinguifhed 
part  he  a6led  amongfl:  the  flanderers  of  better  men,  and 
the  art  with  which  he  contrived  to  make  federalijm  a 
fcarecrow  for  fools,  and  to  fet  it  up  as  a  title  of  profcrip- 
tion  againft  men  of  undcrftanding,  who  refufed  to  adopt 
his  chimera  of  an  univerfal  commonwealth. 

The  lad  time  he  came  to  vifit  me  he  mounted  his  hob- 
by-horfe,  and  rehearfed  all  his  extravangancies  concern- 
ing the  poflibility  of  a  convention  formed  of  deputies 
from  every  corner  df  the  world.  Some  of  the  company 
^nfwered  him  with  a  jeft,  while  Roland,  tired  of  the 
noife  and  pedantry,  with  which  Clootz  maintained  his 
opinion,  and  attempted  to  make  converts  to  it,  had  the 
goodnefs  to  afTail  him  with  a  fyllogifm  or  two,  and  then 
turned  away  to  another  part  of  the  room.  The  converfa- 
fion  .cooled,  and  branched  out  into  a  variety  of  fubjedts. 

Buzot, 
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Buzot,  whofe  folid  underftanding  never  amufes  itfelf  long 
with  attacking  caftles  in  the  air,  was  aftonifhed,  that  fe- 
deralifm  fhould  be  treated  as  a  herefy  in  politics.  He 
obferved,  that  Greece,  fo  celebrated  and  fo  prolific  of 
great  men  and  heroic  actions,  was  compofed  of  fmall 
confederate  republics :  that  the  United  States,  which  in 
our  own  days  exhibit  the  moft  interefting  pi6lure  of  a 
good  fecial  organization,  are  a  compofition  of  the  fame 
nature:  and  that  Switzferlarid  afforded  a  fimllar  example. 
That  at  the  prefent  moment  indeed,  and  in  the  a6lual 
fitiiation  of  France,  it  was  im.portant  for  it  to  preferve 
its  unity ;  becaufe  in  this  way  it  prefented  a  more  for- 
midable mafs  to  foreign  powers,  and  a  finglenefsof  a6lion 
which  it  was  highly  expedient  to  keep  up  for  the  com- 
pletion of  thofe  laws,  on  which  it  depended  for  a  conftitu- 
tion:  that  it  could  not  however  be  denied,  there  would 
ever  be  a  laxity  in  political  bands,  uniting  a  Fleming 
and  a  native  of  Provence ;  that  it  was  difficult  to  dif- 
fufe  that  attachment,  in  which  the  ftrength  of  a  republic 
confifis,  over  a  furfice  fo  extenfive ;  becaufe  the  love  of 
our  country  is  not  ftri61:ly  that  of  the  land  we  inhabit, 
but  of  the  citizens  with  whom  we  live,  and  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  governed,  without  which  the  Athenians 
would  never  have  transferred  their  exiftence  from  their 
city  to  their  fhips ;  that  we  can  never  thoroughly  love 
any  but  thofe  whom  we  knowj  and 'that  the  enthufiafm 
of  men  feparated  by  a  diftance  of  fix  hundred  miles  can 
never  be  general,  uniform,  and  lively,  like  that  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  little  ftate. 

Thefe  fage  reflexions,  efteemed  as  fuch  by  moft  of 
thofe  who  heard  them,,  were  reported  and  denounced  by 
Ciootz  as  a  confpiracy  to  federalize  France,  and  to 
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detach  the  departments  from  Paris.  He  reprefented 
Buzot  as  the  mod  dangerous  of  the  confpirators,  Ro- 
land as  their  chief,  and  the  members  who  vifited  me 
mod  frequently  as  abettors  of  this  liherticide  p'oje^l,  I 
know  not  whether  a  madman  like  Clootz  may  have  been 
fincere  in  his  apprehenfions.  1  cannot  perfuade  myfelf 
of  it;  but  rather,  that  he  faw,  in  the  fabrication  of  his 
lie,  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  vanity,  offended  at 
not  being  admired  ;  a  fubjed:  for  declaiming  in  his  own 
way,  extremely  fuitable  to  the  turgidity  of  his  (lyle,  and 
the  diforder  of  his  imagination ;  the  occafion  of  injuring 
inen,  whofe  reafon  muft  neceffarily  difpleafe  him, 
and  of  making  a  common  caufe  with  thofe  in  whofe 
vices  he  delights ;  even  fuppofing  him  to  have  no  fccret 
miffion  to  embroil  France,  by  the  help  of  extra- 
vagant patriots,  in  order  to  clear  the  way  for  his  coun- 
trymen, the  PrufTians. 

In  the  mean  time  the  malllicres  continued ;  at  the 
Abbey,  from  Sunday  evening  till  Tuefday  mornings  at 
the  Force,  ftill  longer,  and  four  days  at  Bicerre.  To  my 
prefent  abode,  in  the  firft  of  thofe  prifons,  I  am  indebted 
for  a  knowledge  of  particulars,  at  which  humanity  fliud- 
dcrs,  and  which  I  have  not  the  heart  to  relate.  One 
circumftance,  however,  I  will  not  pafs  over  in  filence, 
becaufe  it  helps  to  demonflrate,  that  it  was  a  deep-laid 
fcheme.  It  is  this :  the  police"  having  a  receiving  houfe 
in  die  Fauxbourg  St.  Germain,  where  it  depofits  the 
prifoners  wJiich  the  Abbey  cannot  admit,  when  too  much 
crowded,  chofe  Sunday  evening  for  their  removal,  the 
very  inftant  before  the  general  malTacre.  The  afllinins 
were  prepared,  fell  upon  the  carriages,  which  were  five 
or  fix  hackney- coaches,  and  with  their  fwords  and  pikes 
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llabbedj  and  murdered,  all  that  they  contained,  in  the 
middle  of  the  ftreet,  and  unreftrained  by  their  fad  and 
heart-rending  cries.  All  Paris  witnefled  thefe  horrible 
fcenes,  perpetrated  by  a  fmall  number  of  cut-throats :  fo 
fmallindeed,thattheyfcarcely  exceeded  a  dozen  at  the  Ab- 
bey, the  gate  of  which  was  guarded  by  two  national  guards 
only,  notwithftanding  the  requifitions  made  to  the  com- 
mune and  the  commandant.  All  Paris  looked  on — all 
Paris  was  accurfed  in  my  eyes ;  and  I  could  no  longer 
entertain  hopes  of  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  among 
cowards,  infenfible  to  the  laft  outrages  that  can  be  com- 
mitted on  nature  and  humanity,  and  coolly  contemplating 
enormities,  which  the  courage  of  fifty  armed  men  could 
have  prevented  with  eafe. 

The  public  force  was  badly  organized,  as  it  is  ftill ; 
for  a  lawlefs  banditti,  when  determined  to  domineer^ 
take  care  to  oppofe  all  kind  of  order,  that  may  obftrudl 
their  proceedings.  But  is  it  neceffary  for  men  to  know 
their  captain,  and  march  in  battalion,  when  called  uport 
to  fly  to  the  afljftance  of  vi6lims  who  have  the  knife  of 
the  affaffin  at  their  breaft  ?  The  fadl  is,  that  the  rumour 
of  a  pretended  confpiracy  in  the  prifons,  improbable 
as  it  was,  and  the  afFc6led  annunciation  of  the  un- 
eafinefs  and  rage  of  the  people,  kept  every  one  in  a  flate 
of  flupefaftion  5  and  made  him  believe,  while  trembling 
within  doors,  that  it  was  the  people  who  were  the  aftors  i 
whereas,  it  appears  from  the  beft  accounts,  that  there 
were  not  two  hundred  villains  concerned  in  the  whole  of* 
thofe  infamous  proceedings.  It  is  not  the  firft  night, 
therefore,  that  aftoniflies  me :  but  four  whole  days  f— 
and  curious  people  went  to  the  fpcftacle  !-^No !  t 
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know  of  nothing  in  the  annals  of  the  moft  barbarous 
nations,  comparable  to  thofe  atrocious  a^s, 

Roland's  health  was  impaired  by  it.  The  difturbance 
of  the  nervous  fyftem  was  fo  great,  that  his  ftomach  re- 
je6ted  every  thing,  and  the  bile,  obftruded  in  its  courfe, 
diffufed  itfelf  over  the  furface  of  the  fkin.  He  grew  yel- 
low and  weak,  but  retained  his  ufual  adcivity;  ^nd  while 
unable  to  eat,  or  fleep,  continued  his  labours  without  in- 
termiflion.  He  was  Hill  ignorant  of  a  warrant  having 
been  ifTued  againft  him  ;  for  though  it  had  come  to  my 
knowledge,  I  took  great  care  to  keep  the  fecret,  as  it 
could  only  have  tended  to  feed  an  afFcdion  that  had  al- 
ready gained  too  much  ground :  fomebody,  however,  I 
know  not  who,  took  it  in  his  head  to  mention  it 
the  following  week.  It  muft  be  confefled,  tha:  it  fome- 
times  happened  to  him  to  ftate  the  particular  faft  in  fuch 
a  way,  that  his  enemies  affected  to  believe,  his  in- 
veighing againft  thofe  rnaflacres  arofe  only  from  the 
fears  he  had  'entertained  of  being  comprehended  in  the 
number  of  the  victims ;  while,  in  reality,  to  the  juft 
horror,  with  which  they  had  infpired  him,  he  only  join- 
ed his  indignation,  at  having  been  included  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  profcribed, 

Danton  was  the  man,  who  took  the  moft  pains  to  re- 
prefent  Roland's  oppofition  to  thefe  events  as  the  fruit 
of  an  ardent  imagination,  and  of  the  caufelefs  terror  with 
which  he  was  ftruck.  I  always  thought  much  might 
be  inferred  from  that  circumftancc. 

Hiftory  will  no  doubt  preferve  the  infamous  circular 
letter  of  the  committee  of  vigilance  of  the  commune, 
containing  an  apology  for  the  September  m.aflacres, 
^nd  an  invitation  to  perpetrate  the  like  throughout; 
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France ;  a  I  tter  of  v/hich  great  numbers  were  difpatched 
from  the  office  of  the  minifter  of  juftice,  and  counter- 
figned  by  his  own  hand. 

Various  circumftances  concurring  to  fliew  that  the 
prifoners  from  Orleans,  whofe  removal  had  been  order- 
ed, and  who  were  already  on  the  road,  could  not  be 
brought  to  Paris  without  danger,  the  minifter  of  the 
interior  gave  orders,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion 
of  the  council,  to  condudt  them  to  Verfailles;  and  a 
numerous  efcort  was  fent  off  for  that  purpofe.  Men 
vA\o  affe6led  horror  at  the  affaffinations  of  Paris, 
contrived,  by  means  of  that  difguife,  to  make  part  of  it, 
and  were  the  directors  of  the  Daughter  that  took  place 
on  the  arrival  of  the  prifoners  at  Verfailles. 

The  gold,  filver,  jevvels,  and  other  valuables,  which 
abounded  at  that  time  in  the  prifons,  in  confequence  of 
the  wealth  and  condition  of  their  inhabitants,  were 
pillaged,  as  may  be  fuppofed. 

And  much  more  confiderable  ftill  was  the  plun- 
der coUeded  by  the  members  of  the  commune  after 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  from  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries, 
from  the  royal  houfes  in  the  environs  of  Paris,  to 
which  it  fent  commiflTioners,  and  from  the  houfes  of 
private  perfons  who  were  termed  fufpefted,  on  whole 
property  it  had  affixed  its  feal. 

The  commune  had  received  confiderable  depofits, 
and  had  ordered  the  removal  of  confiderable  treafures, 
and  yet  no  account  appeared;  nor  could  the  minifter 
of  the  interior  obtain  the  information  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  concerning  thefe  matters.  He  complained  to  the 
affembly ;  as  he  did  of  the  negligence  of  the  comman- 
dant-general, from  whom  he  requefted  in  vain  a  more 
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numerous  guard  for  the  poft  of  the  Garde-meuhle.  In 
the  mean  time  the  brigands  went  every  Icngtli,  making 
a  forcible  feizure  of  watches,  fhoe-buckles,  and  ear- 
rings, upon  the  houlevardsy  and  in  the  market-places,  in 
open  day.  The  affembly,  as  ufual,  commended  the 
minifter's  zeals  dire6led  him  to  make  a  report  of  the 
ftate  of  Paris  \  and  took  no  meafures  whatever. 

The  robbery  of  the  Garde-meuhle  was  efFc6led,  and 
millions  fell  into  the  hands  of  perfons,  who  would  na- 
turally employ  them  to  perpetuate  that  anarchy  from 
which  they  derived  their  power. 

On  the  day  that  fucceeded  this  important  theft,  d*Eg- 
lantine  called  at  our  houfe  at  eleven  in  the  morning ; 
d'Eglantine,  who  had  never  made  his  appearance  there 
fince  the  matins  of  September  5  and  who  the  lafl  time 
he  came,  told  me,  as  if  from  a  deep  convidion  of  the 
cridcal  fituation  of  France,  that  ^  things  would  never  go 
well  without  a  concentradon  of  powers :  the  executive 
council,  faid  he,  muft  have  the  di(5latorIlup ;  and  the 
prefident  muft  be  the  man  to  cxercife  it:' — D*EgIandne 
did  not  find  me  at  home;  for  I  had  juft  gone  out  with 
madam  Petion.  He  v/aited  two  hours ;  and  at  my  re- 
turn, 1  found  him  in  the  court-yard.  He  walked  up 
flairs  with  me,  uninvited ;  and  flayed  an  hour  and  half, 
without  being  afked  to  fit  down.  He  lamented  in  a  hy- 
pocridcal  tone  the  robbery  of  that  night,  which  deprived 
the  nadon  of  fo  much  real  wealth ;  inquired,  whether  any 
Information  concerning  the  pardes  had  been  obtained 
and  wondered  much  at  its  not  having  been  forefeen.  He 
talked  afterwards  of  Robefpierrc  and  of  Marat,  who 
had  begun  their  attacks  upon  Roland  and  myfelf,  as 
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of  hot-headed  men,  who  muft  be  permitted  to  go  on  in  - 
their  own  way,  who  meant  well,  were  extremely  zealous, 
and  took  umbrage  at  every  thing,  but  whofe  condu6t 
ought  to  excite  no  alarm.  I  let  him  talk  on,  laid  very 
little,  and  took  care  not  to  fpeak  out.  At  length  he 
withdrew,  and  I  have  never  fcen  hin:i  from  that  day  to 
this  j  nor  could  I  ever  clearly  comprehend  the  purpofe 
of  this  fmgular  vifiu  It  is  a  myfiery  that  time  muft 
unfold. 

I  have  juft  faid,  that  Marat  was  beginning  to  flander 
lis  5  and  it  fhould  be  faid  alfo,  that,  the  mom.ent  the  af- 
fembly  had  ordered  a  fum  to  be  lefc  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
minifter  of  the  home  department  for  printing  ufeful 
w'orks,  Marat,  who,  the  day  after  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
had  got  his  people  to  carry  away  four  prefles  from  the 
royal  prindng-houfe,  by  way  of  indemnifying  him  for 
thofe  Vv'hich  had  been  feized  by  the  hand  of  juftice,  wrote 
to  Roland  for  fifteen  thoufand  livres  [^^.625],  to  enable 
him  to  publifli  fome  very  excellent  things.  Roland  made 
anfwer,  that  the  fum  was  too  great  to  be  delivered,  withr 
out  knowing  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  to  be  em- 
ployed; but  that  if  Marat  would  fend  him  his  manu- 
fcripts,  he  would  lay  them  before  the  council,  who  would 
determine  whether  it  were  proper  to  publifli  them  at 
the  expenfe  of  the  nation.  Marat  replied  in  a  bad 
ftyle,  a  thing  he  is  very  capable  of,  and  fent  a  heap  of 
m^ufcripts,  the  very  fight  of  which  was  enough  to 
frighten  one.  There  was  an  effay  on  the  chains  of  Jla- 
very^  and  I  know  not  what  befides,  bearing  evident 
marks  of  the  author's  pen,  which  is  characterizing  them 
fufficiendy. 

I  had  fometimes  doubted,  whether  Marat  were  not 

a  fidlitious 


(    "5  ) 

&  fidlitious  entity :  but  I  was  then  convinced,  that  fuch  a 
being  really  exiiled.  I  fpoke  of  him  to  Danton,  ex- 
prefTed  a  defire  to  fee  him,  and  begged  he  would  bring 
him  to  our  houfe ;  for  monfters  are  deferving  of  atten- 
tion, and  I  was  defirous  of  knowing  whether  he  were 
out  of  his  wits,  or  a  well-prompted  a6lor.  Danton  de- 
clined it,  as  a  thing  perfedlly  ufelefs,  and  even  difagree- 
able,  fince  it  would  be  only  making  me  acquainted  with 
an  original  like  nothing  elfe  in  the  world.  Judging, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  excufed  himfelf,  that  he 
would  not  gratify  my  longing,  even  if  I  infifted  on 
it,  I  pretended  not  to  have  been  ferious  in  my  re- 
quefl:. 

The  council  decided,  that  Marat's  manufcripts  fliould 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  Danton,  who  would  find  means 
to  fettle  the  matter  in  fome  way  or  other.  This  was 
cutting  the  gordian  knot,  inftead  of  Untying  it.  It  did 
not  become  the  minifter  of  the  home  department  to  ex- 
pend the  public  money  in  feeing  a  madman,  nor  was  it 
prudent  to  make  him  an  enemy  :  but  a  plain  and  dire6l 
refufal  from  the  council  would  have  fet  the  queftion  at  reft. 
Entrufting  this  office  to  Danton  was  affording  him  frefh 
means  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  mad  dog  in  queftion, 
and  of  turning  him  loofe  upon  every  body  he  might  wifli 
him  to  worry. 

Three  weeks  more  had  paffed  away,  and  the  bufinefs 
of  Septejnhrizing  was  at  an  end.  Marat  had  the  im- 
pudence to  poft  up  a  demand  of  fifteen  thoufand  livres 
from  d'Orleans,  complaining  bitterly  of  the  want  of 
civifm  which  Roland  fhowed  by  refufing  him  that  fum, 
and  this  when  he  had  juft  ftuck  up  a  bill,  in  which  I  was 
attacked  by  name.    I  was  not  to  be  fo  deceived*— 
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'  This/  fald  I  to  my  hufband,  '  is  Danton  all  over :  In- 
tending to  attack  you,  he  begins  by  prowling  round  your 
houfe.    With  all  his  fenfe  he  has  the  folly  to  imagine 
that  I  Ihall  be  hurt  by  his  abufe  >  that  I  ihall  take  up 
my  pen  to  anfwer  it ;  that  he  fliall  have  the  pleafure  of 
bringing  a  woman  forward  upon  the  ftage ;  and  thus  ex- 
pofe  the  man  to  whom  flie  is  allied  to  the  fhafrs  of  ridi- 
cule.   Thefe  people  may  form  a  tolerable  opinion  of  my  i 
abilities,  but  are  utterly  incapable  of  judging  of  the  tern-  j 
per  of  my  foul.    Let  them  continue  their  calumnies  as  | 
long  as  they  pleafe— they  will  never  make  me  ftir  a  ' 
ftep,  nor  call  forth  my  complaints,  nor  excite  my  un- 
eafinefs. 

Roland  made  his  report  concerning  the  ftate  of  Paris 
on  the  2 2d  of  September,    It  was  exa£l  and  fpirited: 
that  is  to  fay,  it  depi<5ted  the  diforders  that  had  been  , 
committed,  and  the  impropriety  of  fuffering  any  longer  | 
the  want  of  fubordination  that  prevailed  among  the  con-  . 
flituted  authorities,  and  their  dangerous  exercife  of  ar- 
bitrary power.    He  did  juftice  to  the  zeal  of  the  com- 
mune of  the  loth,  and  acknowledged  the  great  fervices 
it  rendered  to  the  revolution  on  that  important  day:  j 
but  he  Ihewed,  that  the  prolongation  of  revolutionary   j  ^ 
meafures  produced  precifely  the  reverfe  of  what  was   '>  j 
hoped  for  3  fince  tyranny  was  only  deftroyed  with  a  view   '  „ 
of  introducing  the  reign  of  jufcice  and  order,  not  lefs  ^ 
averfe  from  anarchy  than  from  defpotifm  itfclf    he  con-  j 
eluded  by  pointing  out  the  propriety  and  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining accounts  from  the  commune,  from  which  he  \  ^ 
had  repeatedly  demanded  them  in  vain. 

The  aflembly,  found  in  its  intele6l,  but  of  a  weak  I 
temper  of  mind,  applauded  the  report,  ordered  it  to  be 
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printed,  paffed  a  few  infignificant  decrees,  and  rcdlified 
nothing.  It  is  fcarcely  polTible  to  conceive  a  fituation 
more  painful,  than  that  of  a  firm  and  upright  man,  who, 
while  at  the  head  of  an  important  department,  appear- 
ing to  poflefs  confiderable  power,  and  lying  under  a 
heavy  refponfibility,  is  obliged  to  be  the  daily  witnefs  of 
(hocking  abufes,  of  which  the  denunciation  alone  belongs 
to  him,  and  which  the  leglflative  authority  either  wants 
means  or  courage  to  reprefs.  To  cafliier  the  commune, 
to  order  a  new  municipality  to  be  ele6led  according  to 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  law,  to  organize  the  public  force, 
and  to  have  a  commander  appointed  by  the  fedions ; 
thefe  were  the  only  meafures  capable  of  reftoring  order, 
without  which  the  laws  would  be  appealed  to  in  vain, 
and  the  convention  would  neceflarily  become  fubjc6l  to 
the  municipal  authority,  which  defied  all  reflraint.  '  In 
this  ftate  of  things,  I  would  rather  have  wifhed  Roland 
to  dedicate  his  talents  to  his  country  as  a  reprefentative 
of  the  people,  than  as  member  of  a  council  without 
energy,  and  minifter  of  a  government  without  power. 
I  did  not  conceal  this  way  of  thinking  from  a  few  per- 
fons  capable  of  eftimating  it  properly;  for  as  to  the 
vulgar,  they  would  never  have  been  able  to  underftand 
how  any  one  could  prefer  a  modeft  fituation  to  the 

pride,  pomp,  and  circumftance,"  of  a  place  in  the 
miniftry ;  and  for  want  of  feeing  the  matter  in  a  proper 
light  would  have  been  apt  to  form  very  filly  conje6lures. 

The  department  of  the  Somme,  in  which  Roland 
had  long  refided,  eleded  him  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion. This  choice  excited  almofi:  univerfal  regret.  It 
appeared  inConfiderate  and  abfurd  to  take  from  the  helm 
a  man  of  integrity,  courage,  and  underftanding,  whom  it 
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would  be  difficult  to  replace;  in  order  to  put  him  into 
an  aflembly,  where  fo  many  others  might  ferve  the  ftate 
by  their  votes  as  well  as  he,  without  poiTelTing  equal 
abilities.     Roland  faw  no  room  for  hefitaticn.  Fie 
wrote  to  the  affembly  in  confequence,  requefting  that  his 
place  might  be  filled  up,  and  pointing  out  the  perfon 
whom  he  thought  bed  qualified  to  fucceed  him.  This 
news  occafioned  extraordinary  agitation :  great  was  the 
outcry  on  all  fides ;  and  a  motion  Vv^as  made,  that  he 
Ihould  be  invited  to  remain  in  the  miniftry.    The  con-' 
vention  had  already  formed  itfelf  into  a  body,  compofed 
of  the  great  number  of  members  of  the  legiflative  affem- 
bly who  were  re-eleded,  and  of  the  new  members  who 
arrived  firft  from  the  country;  or  elfe  the  latter  took 
their  feats  in  the  legiflative  affembly.    Which  of  the 
two  was  the  cafe  I  do  not  perfe6liy  recolle6l  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  I  have  no  documents  by  m,e :  but  Danton 
wasprefent*,  and  rofe  to  oppofe  this  invitation  with 
great  warmth.    His  impetuofity  betrayed  his  rancour, 
and  led  him  to  fay  many  ridiculous  things:  among  others, 
that  they  ought  to  addrefs  the  invitation  to  me  alfo,  as  a 
perfon  by  no  means  ufelefs  to  Roland^s  adminiftration. 
Murmurs  of  difapprobation  repelled  the  invidious  in- 
finuation  ;  but  the  decree  did  not  pafs,  though  the  ge-» 
neral  wifli  was  ftrongly  expreffed.    Neither  was  the 
offer  of  refignation  accepted,  and  Roland  remained  ftill 

*  I  remember  that,  for  more  than  a  month,  he  continued  to  offici- 
ate at  the  council,  while  he  went  and  voted  in  the  affembly.  This 
concentration  of  power  in  one  perfon  appeared  highly  improper  to 
Roland,  who,  during  the  laft  fortnight  that  Danton  proceeded  in  this 
manner,  kept  away  from  a  council,  influenced  by  a  man  who  had  nq 
longer  any  right  to  fit  there, 

free 
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free  to  make  his  option.  A  crowd  of  members  repaired 
to  his  houfe,  to  entreat  him  not  to  quit  the  miniftry. 
They  prefled  the  matter  home  to  him,  as  a  facrifice  he 
owed  to  his  country,  and  aiTured  him  that  the  conven- 
tion, when  once  complete,  would  bring  the  public  affairs 
to  a  grand  and  decifive  ilTue,  which  his  fpirit  anda(5tivity 
would  help  to  advance,  and  by  which  he  would  be  fup- 
ported.  Two  days  had  pafled  in  thefe  folicitations, 
when  news  was  brought,  that  his  ele6llon  was  void,  be- 
caufe  made  in  lieu  of  another  erroneouQy  fuppofed  to 
be  null;  and  that  confcquently  he  had  no  reafon  to, quit 
the  minifiry. 

Accordingly  he  refolved  to  keep  his  place ;  and  wrote 
to  the  affembly  in  a  courageous  and  dignified  ftyle,  which 
was  crowned  v;ith  the  plaudits  of  the  majority,  and  made 
his  enemies  tremble.  His  eleftion  proved  void  in  rea- 
lity j  but  this  was  a  circumftance  diat  Danton*s  party  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  till  he  lliould  have  quitted  the  mi- 
niftry,  in  order  that  he  might  be  thrown  out  of  every 
fituation.  That  party  no  longer  gave  him  any  quarter : 
every  day  produced  fomc  fj-efh  attack :  Marat's  Journal, 
pamphlets  compofed  for  the  purpofe,  and  denunciations  at 
the  Jacobins,  kept  repeating  incellant  calumnies  and  accu- 
fations,  each  more  ftupid  or  more  atrocious  than  its  pre- 
deceffor.  But  effrontery  and  perfeverance  in  things  of 
this  kind  are  fure  to  fucceed  with  a  people  naturally 
fickle  and  fufpicious.  They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  im- 
pute to  him  as  a  crime,  what  ought  to  have  procured 
him  praife  and  had  the  art  of  inlpiring  honed  men  of 
weak  nerves  with  alarm  at  that  very  folicitude,  which 
tended  moft  to  the  fafety  of  the  republic ;  I  mean  liis 
care  to  inform  the  public  mind.  It  requires  no  profound 
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fkill  In  politics  to  know,  that  the  ftrength  of  a  govern- 
ment depends  upon  opinion ;  and  accordingly  all  the 
difference  that  exifts  in  this  refpcd  betv/een  a  tyrannical 
adminiftration,  and  one  which  takes  juftice  for  its  guide, 
is,  that  the  former  is  employed  wholly  in  contra6ting 
the  fphere  of  knowledge,  and  fiippreffing  truth,  while 
the  latter  makes  it  a  rule  to  difFufe  them  as  widely  as 
pofiible. 

The  aflembly  righdy  judged  that  the  events  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft  would  produce  different  imprefilons,  ac- 
cording to  the  prejudices  or  interefts  of  individuals,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  (liould  be  reprefented,  di- 
rcfted  a  narrative  of  the  fads  to  be  drav/n  up,  decreed 
that  it  (hould  be  printed,  fupported  it  by  the  publication 
of  all  the  documents  that  tended  to  prove  its  accuracy, 
ordered  the  minifter  of  the  home  department  to  difpatch 
them  to  every  part  of  France,  and  enjoined  him  to  pro- 
mote the  writing  of  pamphlets  conducive  to  the  fame 
end. 

Roland  felt  that,  in  the  circumftances  of  the  timesj, 
the  art  of  difFufmg  information  needed  improvement,  and 
that  it  v;as  requifite  to  produce  a  ftream  of  light,  that 
might  in  fome  meafure  fupply  the  want  of  public  in- 
ftru^tion,  ever  too  much  negle6led.  By  means  of  the 
inquiries  he  fet  on  foot  in  the  departments,  he  found  out 
and  retained  a  fmall  number  of  zealous  and  enlightened 
inen,  on  Vv'hofe  fidelity,  in  diftributing  fuch  writings  as 
might  be  fent  to  them,  he  thought  he  could  rply.  He 
made  it  a  rule  to  anfwer  every  body,  and  to  keep  up  a 
correfpondence  with  all  the  popular  focieties,  country 
clergymen,  and  private  perfons,  who  rnight  apply  to 
him.  He  fent  to  the  focieties  a  circular  letter^  remind- 
6  ing 
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ing  them  of  the  fplrlt  of  their  inftltutlon,  and  calling 
them  back  to  the  fraternal  care  of  inftruding  and  en- 
lightening each  other,  from  which  they  had  but  too 
great  a  tendency  to  depart,  in  order  to  debate  on  public 
meafures,  and  interfere  with  the  government.  He  fe- 
ledled  from  among  his  clerks  three  or  four  intelligent  men 
to  carry  on  this  patriotic  correfpondence^  and  difpatch  the 
printed  tradls,  intrufting  the  principal  manageme^it  to  him 
among  them  who  had  mod  fenfibility  of  heart,  ftri6lnefs 
of  principle,  and  amenity  of  ftyle ;  and  this  correfpon- 
dence  he  frequendy  animated  by  his  own  circular  letters, 
dictated  by  circumflances,  and  always  breathing  that 
morality,  and  couched  in  thofe  terms  of  afFedion,  which 
engage  men's  hearts.  It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  the 
excellent  efFed  that  thefe  things  produced:  troubles  of 
every  kind  fubCded ;  the  adminiftrative  bodies  executed 
their  funftions  with  regularity;  and  five  or  fix  hundred  fo-  - 
cieties,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  country  clergy- 
men, employed  themfelves  with  laudable  zeal  in  diffuf- 
ing  inftru6lion,  and  in  attaching  to  the  public  weal  men 
hitherto  occupied  in  their  manual  labours,  but  at  the 
fame  time  loft  in  ignorance^  and  more  difpofed  to  hug 
their  chains,  than  to  maintain  that  freedom,  of  which 
they  neither  knew  the  extent,  nor  tlie  limits,  nor  the  du- 
ties, nor  the  rights. 

This  patriotic  correfpondeme  is  a  valuable  monument, 
equally  attefting  the  pure  principles  and  enlightened 
vigilance  of  the  minifter,  the  good  will  of  a  great  number 
of  intelligent  citizens,  and  the  admirable  fruits  of  wifdom, 
patriodfm,  and  reafon. 

In  the  thing  itfelf,  and  in  its  effcdls,  fufpicious  and 
jealous  rpen  faw  lefs  the  triumph  of  freedom,  the  main- 
tenance 
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tenance  of  tranquillity,  and  the  confolldation  of  the  re- 
public, than  the  fame  and  reputation  that  might  accrue 
to  the  firft  mover.  From  that  moment  Roland  was  re- 
prefented  as  a  dangerous  man,  who  had  offices  of  •public 
Jpirity  foon  after  as  a  corruptor  of  the  people's  opinions, 
and  a  man  ambitious  of  the  fupreme  power;  and  lafl  of 
all,  as  a  confpirator. 

Ail  that  was  wanting  was  to  read  his  writings,  and 
examine  his  correfpondence.  The  departments,  that 
received  his  letters,  anfwered  him  with  their  warmed 
thanks  j  but  the  banditti  of  Paris,  always  calumniating, 
and  never  proving  any  thing,  excited  by  means  of  a 
•  thoufand  ftratagems,  a  fort  of  diftruft  in  the  public  mind,' 
which  the  jacobins  feconded  with  all  their  power,  for 
they  were  no  longer  fwayed  by  any  body  but  the  Dan- 
tons,  the  Robefpierres,  and  the  Marats. 

Note. 

St.  Pelagle,  Augufl  8,  1793, 

More  than  two  months  have  I  been  imprlfoned,  be- 
caufe  I  am  allied  to  a  worthy  man,  who  thought  proper 
to  retain  his  virtue  in  a  revolution,  and  to  give  in  exa6t 
accounts  though  a  minifter.  For  five  months  he  folicited 
in  vain  the  pafllng  of  thofe  accounts,  and  the  pronouncing 
of  judgment  on  his  adminiftration.  They  have  been 
examined :  bur,  as  they  have  afforded  no  room  for 
blame,  ic  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  make  no  report 
on  the  fubjedl,  but  to  fubftitute  calumny  in  its  place. 
Roland's  a6livity,  his  multifarious  labours,  and  his  in- 
ftru6live  writings,  had  procured  him  a  degree  of  con- 
fideration  which  appeared  formidable  ;  or  fo  at  lead  en- 
I  vious 
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vious  men  would  have  it,  in  order  to  effcdl  the  downfal 
of  a  man  whofe  integrity  they  detefted.  His  ruin  was 
refolved  upon,  and  an  attempt  v/as  made  to  take  him 
into  cuftody  at  the  time  of  the  infurredlion  of  the  3  i  ft 
of  May  ;  the  epoch  of  the  complete  debafement  of  the 
national  reprefentation,  of  its  violation,  and  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  cf  the  decemvirate.  He  made  his  efgape,  and  in 
their  fury  they  faftened  upon  me  ;  but  I  Ihould  have 
been  arrefted  at  any  rate  j  for  though  our  perfecutors 
know  that  my  name  has  not  the  fame  influence  as  his, 
they  an^'perluaded  that  my  temper  is  not  lefs  firm,  and 
are  almoft  equally  defirous  of  my  ruin. 

The  firft  part  cf  my  captivity  I  employed  in  writing. 
My  pen  proceeded  with  fo  much  rapidity,  and  I  was 
in  fo  happy  a  difpofition  of  mind,  that  in  lefs  than  a 
month  I  had  manufcripts  fufficient  to  form  a  duodecimo 
volume.  They  were  intitled  Hiftorical  Notices,  and 
contained  a  variety  of  particulars  relative  to  all  the  fadis, 
and  all  the  perfons,  connedled  with  public  affairs,  that 
my  fituation  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing. 
I  related  them  with  all  the  freedom  and  energy  of  my 
nature,  with  all  the  opennefs  and  unconftraint  of  an 
ingenuous  mind,  fetting  itfelf  above  felfifh  confidera- 
tions,  with  all  the  pleafure  which  refults  from  defcribing 
what  we  have  experienced,  or  what  we  feel,  and  lallly 
'with  the  confidence,  that,  happen  what  would,  the  collec- 
tion  would  ferve  as  my  moral  and  polidcal  teftament. 

I  had  completed  the  whole,  bringing  things  down 
to  the  prefent  moment,  and  had  entrufted  it  to  a  friend, 
who  rated  it  at  a  high  price.  On  a  fudden  the  ftorm 
burft  over  his  head.  The  inftant  he  found  himfelf  put 
ynder  arrell,  he  thought  of  nothing  but  the  danger,  he 
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felt  nothing  but  the  necefllty  of  averting  it,  and  without 
calling  about  for  expedients,  threw  my  manufcript  into 
the  fire.  This  lofs  diftreffed  me  more  than  the  fcvereft 
trials  have  ever  done.  This  will  eafily  be  conceived, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  crifis  approaches,  that 
I  may  be  murdered  to-morrow,  or  dragged,  I  know  not 
how,  before  the  tribunal  which  our  rulers  employ  to  rid 
them  of  the  perfons  they  find  troublefome;  and  that 
thefe  writings  were  the  anchor  to  which  I  had  com- 
mitted my  hopes  of  faving  my  own  memory  from  re- 
proach, as  well  as  that  of  many  deferving  charadlers. 

As  we  ought  not,  however,  to  fink  under  any  event,  I 
fhall  employ  my  leifure  hours  in  fetting  down,  without 
form  or  order,  whatever  may  occur  to  my  mind.  Thefe 
fragments  will  not  make  amends  for  what  I  have  loft, 
but  they  will  ferve  to  recall  it  to  my  memory,  and  affift 
me  in  filling  up  the  void  on  fome  future  day,  provide4 
the  means  of  doing  fo  remain  in  my  power. 


PORTRAIT 


(  ) 


PORTRAITS  AND  ANECDOTES. 


'  Bu  ZOT. 

A  MAN  of  an  exalted  mind,  high  fpirlt,  and  impetuous 
courage,  endowed  with  great  fenfibility,  ardent,  melan- 
choly, and  indolent,  cannot  but  fometimes  run  into  ex- 
tremes. A  great  admirer  of  nature,  feeding  his  imagi- 
nation with  all  the  charms  ftie  has  to  offer,  and  his  mind 
with  the  principles  of  the  moft  amiable  philofophy,  he 
feems  formed  to  tafte  and  to  confer  domeftic  happinels : 
he  would  forget  the  whole  world  in  the  placid  enjoy- 
ment of  private  virtues  with  a  heart  worthy  of  his  own. 
But,  thrown  into  public  life,  he  attends  to  nothing  but 
the  laws  of  rigid  equity,  and  defends  them  at  all  ha- 
zards. Eafily  roufed  to  indignation  againR  injuflice,  he 
affails  it  with  ardour,  and  is  incapable  of  entering  into  a 
compofition  with  guilt.  The  friend  of  human  nature, 
fufceptible  of  the  tendered  feelings,  and  capable  of  the 
fublimeft  flights  and  mod  generous  refolutlons,  he  loves 
his  fellow- creatures,  and,  like  a  true  republican,  is  ever 
ready  to  facrifice  himfelf  for  their  good :  but  a  levere 
judge  of  individuals,  and  cautious  in  feledling  the  objeds 
of  his  efteem,  he  beftovvs  his  friendfliip  upon  few.  This 
referve,  added  to  the  energetic  freedom  widi  which  he 
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exprefles  himfelf,  has  drawn  upon  him  a  charge  of 
haiightinefs,  and  made  him^many  enemies.  Mediocrity 
fcarcely  ever  forgives  merit ;  but  vice  detefts  and  per- 
fecutes  that  courageous  virtue,  which  fets  it  at  defiance. 
Buzot  is  the  gentlefl:  man  on  earth  with  his  friends,  but 
the  rougheft  adverfary  a  knave  can  have  to  do  with. 
While  yet  a  young  man,  the  ripenefs  of  his  judgment, 
and  purity  of  his  m.orals,  obtained  him  the  efteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow- citizens.  Their  confidence  and 
efteem  v;ere  juftified  by  his  devotion  to  truth,  and  by  his 
firmnefs  and  pcrfeverance  in  fpeaking  it.  Men  of  vulgar 
minds,  who  depreciate  what  they  cannot  attain,  call  his 
penetration  a  revery,  his  warmth  paiTion,  his  ftrong  re- 
marks fatire,  and  his  oppofition  to  all  violent  meafures  a 
revolt  againft  the  majority.  He  was  accufed  of  royalifmy 
becaufe  he  aflerted,  that  morals  were  necefiliry  in  a  re- 
public, and  that  nothing  fhould  be  omitted  that  may  tend 
to  maintain  or  correct  them ;  of  calumniating  Paris,  be- 
caufe he  abhorred  the  maflacres  of  September,  and  afcrib- 
ed  them  to  a  handful  of  cut-throats  hired  by  robbers ; 
of  arifiocracy,  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  call  upon  the  people 
to  exercife  its  fovereignty  by  pa  fling  judgment  on 
Lewis  XVI ;  of  federalijmy  becaufe  he  infifted  upon 
the  maintenance  of  equality  among  all  the  departments, 
and  oppofed  the  municipal  tyranny  of  an  overweening 
commune.  Such  wei*e  his  crimes.  He  had  his  errors 
alfo.  PoflefTing  a  noblenefs  of  countenance,  and  ele- 
gance of  fhape,  he  dreffed  himfelf  with  that  care,  neat- 
nefs,  and  decorum,  which  befpeak  a  love  of  order,  a 
fenfe  of  propriety,  and  that  refpecl  which  a  well-bred 
man  owes  to  the  public  and  to  himfelf. 
^  Thus,  when  the  fcum  of  the  nation  put  the  helm  in 
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the  hands  of  men,  who  made  patriotlfm  confifl:  in  flat- 
tering the  people,  in  order  to  miflcad  them  ;  in  over- 
turning and  invading  every  thing,  by  way  of  procuring 
confequence  and  wealth ;  in  libelling  the  laws,  that  they 
might  govern  according  to  their  own  difcretion ;  in 
prote6ling  licentioufnefs,  as  a  mean  of  procuring  impunity 
for  their  crimes ;  in  cutting  throats,  on  purpofe  to  perpe- 
tuate their  power ;  and  in  fwearing,  drinking,  and  drefling 
like  porters,  in  order  to  fraternife  with  wretches  like  thcm- 
felvesi  Buzot  (till  profcfTed  the  morality  of  a  Socrates, 
and  retained  the  politenefs  of  a  Scipio.  —  What  a  vil- 
lain ! — Accordingly  the  upright  Lacroix,  the  judicious 
Chabot,  the  gentle  Lindet,  the  modeji  Thuriot,  the 
learned  Duroi,  the  humane  Danton,  and  their  faithful 
imitators,  have  declared  him  a  traitor  to  his  country : 
they  have  had  his  houfe  razed,  and  his  property  con- 
fifcated,  as  in  former  days  Aridides  was  baniflied,  and 
Phocion  condemned  to  die.  I  am  adonifhed  at  their 
not  pafllng  a  decree,  making  it  felony  to  remember  his 
name.  It  would  have  been  more  confifteni:  with  their 
views,  than  their  attempts  to  preferve  it  coupled  with 
epithets,  that  are  difproved  by  the  evidence  of  facls. 

They  cannot  expunge  from  the  page  of  hiflory  Bu- 
zot's  condud  in  the  conftituent  afiembly ,  nor  fupprefs 
his  judicious  motions,  and  vigorous  fillies,  in  the  con- 
vention. However  his  opinions  may  be  falfified  by 
faithlefs  journals,  the  principles  by  which  they  are  fup- 
ported  are  ftill  to  be  perceived  through  the  difguife. 
Buzot  frequently  fpoke  off-hand ;  was  indolent  in  other 
refpedls;  but  never  failed  to  (land  up  againft  ail  per- 
verfe  fyftems  of  politics,  and  every  plan  that  appeared 
prejudicial  to  liberty*    His  report  on  the  departmental 
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guard,  a  projeft  fo  much  decried,  contains  arguments 
that  have  never  been  anfwered.  That  concerning  the 
law  propofed  againfl:  inftigators  to  murder  difplays  the 
founded  policy,  and  a  fpirit  of  philofophy,  as  true  as  it 
is  natural,  and  as  ftrong  as  the  reafon  by  which  it  is  up- 
held. His  propofal  for  the  baniflim.ent  of  the  Bourbons 
is  developed  with  precifion,  fupported  by  the  mod  ac- 
curate  reafoning,  and  written  with  equal  elegance  and 
feeling.  His  opinion  on  the  judgment  of  the  king, 
while  it  abounds  with  fads  and  arguments,  is  free  from 
that  declamation  and  irrelevance  of  matter,  in  which  fo 
many  others  indulged  in  their  harangues  upon  that  im- 
portant fubjed.  And  laftly,  his  letters  to  his  confti- 
tuents,  of  the  6  th  and  2  2d  of  January,  depi6l  his  mind  with 
fuch  truth,  as  will  make  them  long  an  obje6l  of  attention. 
A  few  combatants  of  his  ftrength  might  have  given  the 
convention  the  impulfion  which  it  wanted :  but  the  reft 
of  the  men  of  talents,  keeping  themfelves  back  as  orators 
for  great  occafions,  were  too  negle6lful  of  the  petty 
warfare  which  was  carried  on  every  day;  nor  were 
they  fufEciently  aware  of  the  tadlics  to  which  their  ad- 
verfaries  were  forced  by  their  mediocrity  to  refort. 


Petion, 

A  TRULY  honeft  and  good-natured  man.  Is  equally 
incapable  of  doing  the  leaft  thing  repugnant  to  juftice, 
of  infli6ling  the  flighted  injury,  or  of  giving  the  fmallefl: 
uneafinefs  to  any.one.  In  regard  to  himfelf,  he  can  neg- 
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gleft  many  things  but  knows  not  how  to  fefufc  a  favour 
to  any  perfon  in  the  world.  The  fercnity  of  a  good 
confcience,  the  mildnefs  of  an  eafy  temper,  with  f  ank- 
nefs  and  cheerfulnefs,  are  depidted  in  his  countenance. 
He  was  a  prudent  mayor,  and  faithful  reprefentacive  : 
but  he  is  too  fanguine,  and  too  peaceable,  to  forefee 
or  to  lay  a  ftorm.  Sound  judgment,  good  intentions, 
and  what  is  termed  juftnefs  of  thought,  are  the  charac- 
teriftics  of  his  opinions  and  writings,  which  bear  ftronger 
marks  of  good  fenfe  than  of  talents.  As  an  orator  he  is 
cold ;  as  a  writer  his  ftile  is  loofe.  An  equitable  mini- 
fter,  and  a  good  citizen,  he  was  formed  for  the  prac- 
tice of  the  fecial  virtues  in  a  republic,  and  not  to  found 
a  republican  government  among  a  corrupt  people,  wjio 
for  fome  time  idolized  him,  and  then  rejoiced  at  his 
profcription,  as  at  that  of  an  enemy. 

At  the  time  of  the  cpnftituent  afiembly,  during  the 
revifion  of  the  laws,  I  was  one  day  with  Buzot's  wife, 
when  her  hufband  returned  at  a  late  hour  from  the 
alTembly,  and  brought  Petion  with  him  to  dinner.  It 
was  at  that  period  when  the  court  affefted  to  confider 
them  as  fa6lious  men,  and  defcribed  them  as  intriguers 
entirely  occupied  in  exciting  difturbances.  After  din- 
ner, Petion,  who  was  fitting  on  a  large  fofa,  began  to 
play  with  a  young  pointer,  with  all  the  earneftnefs  of 
a  child,  till  at  length  they  both  grew  tired,  and  fell 
afleep  in  one  another  s  arms.  The  converfation  of  four 
perfons  did  not  prevent  Petion  from  fnoring.  '  Do 
but  look  at  that  fower  of  fedition,*  faid  Buzot,  with  a 
fmile :  *  we  were  eyed  afkance  as  we  were  quitting  the  hall; 
and  our  accufers,  very  bufy  about  party  intrigues  them- 
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themfelves,  imagine  that  we  are  engaged  in  fimilar  ma- 
nceuvres/ 

The  circumflance,  and  the  remark,  have  often  recur- 
red to  my  mind,  fince  thefe  unfortunate  latter  times 
wnen  Petion  and  Buzot  are  accufcd  and  profcribed  as 
royalifts,  with  as  much  reafon  as  the  court  then  had  to 
charge  them  with  intrigue.  Always  alone  v/ith  their  prin- 
ciples, or  afTociatlng  with  none  but  men  who  pro- 
fefled  the  fame,  in  order  to  difcufs  their  opinions ;  they 
thought  it  would  fuffice  to  contend  obftinately  for  juf- 
tice,  to  fpeak  the  truth  conftantly,  and  to  facrifice 
themfelves,  or  at  leaft  to  run  every  hazard,  rather  than 

betray  fo  good  a  caufe.-  And  yet  thefe  are  the  men 

that  are  declared  traitors  to  their  country, 

I  will  here  record  a  fadl  of  fome  confequence.  It 
has  been  feen  elfewhere,  that  during  the  firft  patriodc 
;idmini{lratIon,  it  had  been  agreed  upon,  that  the  ml- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs  fhould  taj<.e  from  the  fund  al- 
lotted to  his  department  for  fecret  fervice  money  cer- 
tain fums,  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
mayor  of  Paris,  as  well  for  the  police,  which  was  re- 
duced to  nothing  for  want  of  means,  as  for  publica- 
tions to  counteraft  the  influence  of  thofe  of  the  court. 
Dumouriez  having  quitted  that  department,  the  miatter 
was  mentioned  to  d'Abancourt,  that  is  to  fay,  as  far 
as  regarded  the  money  wanting  for  the  police  alone. 
D'Abancourt  would  do  nothing  in  it  himfelf ;  but  pre- 
tended, that  it  was  a  bufinefs,  which  the  king  fliould  be 
brought  to  approve,  and  of  which  his  majefty  would 
not  fail  to  fee  the  juftice.  The  propofal  was  not  at 
all  to  the  tafte  of  the  king,  who  anfwered  in  diredt 
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terms,  that  he  would  not  buy  rods  to  whip  himlelf. 
In  this  he  fpoke  fenfibly  enough,  as  he  was  not  a  fin- 
cere  friend  to  the  conftitution  ,  and  fuch  an  anfvver 
might  have  been  expelled.  But  a  few  days  after,  La- 
croix,  the  prefent  colleague  of  Danton,  in  concert  with 
whom  he  is  plundering  Belgium ;  Lacroix,  the  perfe- 
cutor  of  honeft  men,  and  the  fovereign  of  the  day,  who 
then  had  a  feat  in  the  legiflative  aflembly,  and  who  was 
known  to  frequent  the  palace,  called  upon  Petion  to  promife 
him  the  free  difpofal  of  three  millions  of  livres  1 25,000] 
if  he  would  employ  them  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  fuppoit 
his  majefty  ;  a  propofition  which  muft  needs  have  been 
more  ofFenfive  to  Pedon,  in  his  charadler  of  mayor, 
than  the  other  could  have  been  to  Louis  XVI.  Ic 
was  accordingly  rejedled,  notwithftanding  the  peculiarly 
kind  reception  he  met  with  at  that  very  time  from  the 
king ;  for  being  fent  for  to  the  palace,  inflead  of  find- 
ing the  monarch,  whom  he  had  never  before  feen  alone, 
furrounded  as  ufual,  he  was  introduced  into  his  clofet, 
where  there  appeared  to  be  no  one  elfe,  and  where 
Louis  XVI.  lavifhed  upon  him  many  marks  of  affabi- 
lity and  regard,  and  even  thofe  litde  capnvating  cajo- 
leries, which  he  had  the  art  of  diflributing  at  will.  A 
flight  ruftling  of  filk  behind  the  hangings  made  Pedoa 
imagine  that  the  queen  was  prefent  without  being  vifibJe, 
and  the  carefTes  of  Louis  convinced  him  of  his  hypo- 
crify :  he  remained  firm  and  honeft,  without  yielding  to 
the  king,  who  was  trying  to  corrupt  him,  in  like 
manner  as,  without  flattering  the  people,  he  wifhed  to 
appeal  to  them  on  the  trial  of  that  very  king ;  while 
Lacroix,  who  had  fcrved  him,  and  had  probably  been 
well  paid  for  his  fervices,  thought  that  he  could  not  be 
too  fpeedily  condemned  to  die. 

K  2  Pache. 
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P  A  C  H  E. 

It  has  been  fald  with  reafon,  that  the  talent  of 
knowing  mankind  is  of  the  firfl  importance  to  thofc 
who  govern,  their  errors  in  that  particular  being  al- 
ways the  moft  fatal.  But  the  exercife  of  this  talent, 
at  all  times  fo  diiEcult,  becomes  infinitely  more  fo  in 
the  time  of  a  revolution ;  there  is  befides  a  degree  of 
hypocrify,  by  which  it  is  no  difgrace  to  be  duped,  fince 
a  man  muft  be  wicked  himfeif  to  fufpeft  its  exiftence. 

In  my  youthful  days,  I  had  met,  at  the  houfe  of  one 
of  my  relations,  a  clerk  in  the  poll  office,  of  the  name 
of  Gibert,  who  pofleffed  that  mildnefs  of  manners  which 
generally  accompanies  a  tafte  for  the  fine  arts.  Gibert, 
a  man  of  a  cultivated  mind,  and  an  afFedionate  father, 
amufed  himfeif  with  painting,  made  a  fludy  of  mufic, 
and  by  his  ftrift  probity  obtained  the  efteem  of  all  his 
acquaintance.    He  was  extremely  attached  to  a  man, 
his  moft  particular  friend,  whofe  extraordinary  merit  he 
extolled  with  all  the  enthufiafm  of  an  afFedionate  heart, 
and  with  all  the  modefty  of  a  perfon  who  thought  himfeif 
far  his  inferior.    I  was  fometimes  in  company  with  this 
friend  ;  in  whom  there  was  nothing  remarkable  at  firft 
fight,  but  his  extreme  fimplicity.    I  had,  however,  no 
opportunity  of  forming  a  judgment  of  him,  for  I  met  with 
him  but  feldom,  and  did  not  often  fee  Gibert  himfeif ;  I 
only  learnt,  that  his  friend,    who  was  Pache,  being 
enamoured  of  a  country  life,  the  only  one  fuited  to  his 
patriarchal  manners,  and  in  love  with  liberty,  of  which 
his  well  informed  mind  enabled  him  to  cllimate  all  the 
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advantages,  was  about  to  refign  a  genteel  place  under 
the  French  government,  to  fettle  with  his  family  in 
Switzerland.  I  afterwards  leant,  that  having  loft  his 
wife,  and  perceiving  that  his  children  regretted  Paris, 
and  that  the  revolution  was  paving  the  way  for  our 
national  emancipation,  he  had  taken  the  refolution  of  re- 
turning ;  and  that  being  fatisfied  with  the  independence  he 
had  derived  from  the  fale  of  his  former  property,  and  the 
fortunate  purchafe  of  a  national  eftate,  he  had  fent  back 
the  grant  of  a  penfion  to  a  quondam  minifter  by  whofe 
intereft  it  had  been  obtained. 

It  was  not  neceflary  to  be  often  in  Gibert's  com- 
pany, and  to  know  his  intimacy  with  Pache,  to  be  inform- 
ed of  every  thing  that  could  be  faid  to  the  latter's  ad- 
vantage. In  the  month  of  January,  1792,  he  brought  him 
to  our  houfe,  and  I  faw  him  from  time  to  time.  Pache, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  wears  an  appearance  of  the 
utmoft  jnodefty.  It  is  fo  great  indeed,  that  you  would 
be  tempted  to  adopt  the  opinion  he  feems  to  enter- 
tain of  himfelf,  and  take  him  for  a  thing  of  no  great 
value.  But  credit  is  given  him  for  that  modefty,  when 
it  is  difcovered  that  he  reafons  well,  and  is  by  no  means 
wanting  in  information.  As  he  is  extremely  referved, 
and  never  unbofoms  himfelf  freely,  people  foon  fufpe6t 
him  to  know  more  than  he  fays,  and  end  with  afcribing 
to  him  more  merit  than  he  poflefles,  becaufe  they  were 
very  near  committing  the  injuftice  of  allowing  him  none. 
A  perfon  who  talks  litde,  liftens  with  an  air  of  intel- 
ligence to  every  fubjed  of  difcuflion,  and  ventures  a 
few  well-timed  obfervations,  eafily  paffes  for  a  man  of 
fenfe.  Pache  had  made  an  acquaintance  with  Meu- 
nieurs  and  Monge,  both  members  of  the  academy  of 
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fciences ;  and  had  helped  them  to  form  a  popular  foci- 
ety  in  the  fedtion  of  the  Luxembourg,  the  objedl  of  which, 
they  faid,  was  the  diffufion  of  informiation,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  patriotic  fentiments.  Pache  was  very 
affiduous  in  this  fociety  ;  and  appeared  to  dedicate  to  his 
country,  as  a  citizen,  all  the  time  which  he  did  not  devote 
to  his  children,  and  which  intervened  between  the  public 
lecflures,  whither  he  attended  them. 

I  have  related  elfewhere  how  Roland  v/as  called  to 
the  miniftry  at  the  end  of  March  of  the  fame  year. 
The  offices  were  filled  with  agents  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, little  difpofed  to  favour  the  new  but  they  v/ere 
accuftomcd  to  die  routine  of  bufinefs  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  wrong  to  hazard  unhinging  the  whole  of  a  great  ma- 
chine, in  thofe  troublefome  times,  for  the  fake  of  changing 
a  few  clerks.  Nothing  more  then  was  to  be  done  but  to 
keep  a  ftrid  eye  over  them,  and  to  make  preparations  for 
their  removal  in  due  time.  But  in  the  multiplicity  of 
bufinefs,  the  daily  current  of  which  hurries  a  man  in  office 
along  with  inconceivable  rapidity,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  he  may  eafily  commit  himfelf,  if  he  do  not  pay  the 
mod  fcrupulous  attention  toevery  thing,  an  attention  which 
becomes  infinitely  irkfome,  when  the  confequence  of  dif- 
tmft.  In  this  fituation,  Roland  was  defirous  of  finding  a 
trufiy  man,  whom  he  m'ght  have  always  with  him  in  his 
clofet,  and  whom  he  might  get  to  read  over  a  letter, 
or -a  report,  on  any  urgent  bufinefs,  when  other  bufinefs 
ftill  more  urgent  would  not  permit  him  to  revife  it 
himfelf:  not  to  make  any  alterauon  in  the  compofitron, 
but  merely  to  fee  that  the  advcrfe  principles  of  the 
clerks  had  not  influenced  the  manner  of  fiiating  fads, 
or  drawirg  conclufiions  3  a  man,  in  Ihort,  who  might 
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be  trufted  to  feek  for  a  particular  paper,  in  a  particu- 
lar office,  or  to  deliver  a  verbal  meflfage  on  any  matter 
of  importance.  The  idea  of  Pache  occurred,  Pache 
had  been  a  clerk  in  the  admiralty  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  routine  of  office  ;  poffefTed  abilities,  patriot- 
ifm,  morals,  which  would  procure  a  man  in  office  cre- 
dit for  his  appointment,  and  that  fimplicity  which  never 
excites  ill-will.  The  idea  appeared  excellent.  It  was 
mentioned  to  Pache,  who  immediately  cxprefTed  the 
utmoft  eagernefs  to  ferve  Roland,  by  making'himfelf  ufeful 
to  the  public  weal ;  but  on  condition  of  preferving  his  in- 
dependence, by  taking  neither  tide  nor  falary.  This 
was  beginning  Vv^elL  It  was  fuppofed  that,  when  a  new 
arrangement  ffiould  take  place  in  the  office,  it  would 
be  eafy  to  fee  for  what  he  was  particularly  fit ;  and 
Pache  came  to  Roland's  clofet  every  morning  at 
feven,  with  his  morfel  of  bread  in  his  pocket,  and  ftaid 
till  three,  without  its  being  poffible  to  prevail  on  him 
to  take  any  thing :  attentive,  prudent,  zealous,  doing 
his  duty  diligently,  making  an  obfervation,  putting  in 
a  word,  to  bring  the  argument  back  to  the  point  in 
queftion,  and  foothing  Roland,  who  was  fometimes 
vexed  at  the  ariftocratical  contradiftion  of  his  clerks. 

Roland,  whofe  difpofition  was  ardent,  and  his  feel- 
ings ilrong,  rated  the  mildnefs  and  complaifance  of 
Pache  very  highly,  and  treated  him  as  a  valuable  friend  : 
while  I,  grateful  for  the  fervice  I  fuppofed  him  to  ren- 
der my  huiband,  lavifhed  on  him  marks  of  efteem, 
and  proofs  of  attachment.  The  ftyle  of  Pache  was  a 
bad  one :  it  did  not  do  to  fet  him  about  compofmg  a 
Jctter :  it  was  fure  to  be  dry  and  flat ;  but  he  was  not 
wanted  for  that  purpofe,  and  was  ufeful  on  thofe  occa- 
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fions  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  require  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  a  trufty  perlbn.  Our  friend  Servan^  lately  ap- 
pointed minifter  at  war,  was  alarmed  at  the  complica- 
tion and  derangement  of  certain  branches  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  envied  us  Pache.  *  Let  me  have  that  honeft 
man,'  faid  he  to  Roland  :  *  you  have  no  further  occa- 
fion  for  him,  you  are  above  your  bufinefs  a  hundred 
times  over  j  and  now  that  the  chaos  of  the  firft  outfet 
has  aflumed  (hape  and  order,  you  no  longer  need  the  fu- 
perintendance  of  another ;  but  as  to  me,  I  am  overwhelmed 
with  bufmefs,  and  in  the  utmoft  want  of  perlbns  in  whom 
I  can  confide.' — Thefe  miniflers  were  alfo  of  opinion, 
that  fome  fhare  of  capacity  was  wanting  to  fill  a  place, 
and  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  employed  without  rea- 
fonable  grounds  to  fuppofe  him  poiTeffed  of  the  necef- 
fary  qualifications,  lloland  confented,  and  Pache,  upon 
being  confulted,  yielded  with  as  go(jd  a  grace,  on  the 
fame  conditions  that  he  had  made  with  Roland.  After 
his  being  thrown  into  this  fituation,  v/e  fcarceiy  ever 
faw  him  5  but  Servan  fpoke  highly  in  his  praife. 

A  change  in  the  miniftry  took  place.  Roland  kept 
himfelf  lecludcd  from  the  world;  and  Pache  returned 
to  his  feflion.  The  tenth  of  Augufl:  followed  foon  af- 
ter; and  the  legiflative  affembly  recalled  the  patriotic 
minifiers.  Roland  arranged  his  offices  j  and  as  Pache 
perfiiled  in  his  refolution  to  retain  his  independence,  Ro- 
land appointed  Fepoul,  whom  Pache  had  introduced; 
an  intelligent,  induftrious,  and  careful  man,  very  well 
calculated  for  the  accomptant  department,  dexterous 
in  his  conduct,  never  fetting  himfelf  up  in  oppo- 
fition  to  any  one,  and  ever  adhering  to  the  ftrongeft 
party. 

Roland, 
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Roland,  clefted  a  member  of  the  convention,  and  dif- 
gufted  at  the  horrors  of  September,  was  defirous  of  re- 
tiring from  the  miniftry  5  and,  knowing  the  extreme  em- 
barraffment  the  wifeft  heads  would  have  been  in  to  find 
him  a  fuccefTor,  thought  he  (hould  render  an  eflential 
fervice  to  the  public  by  mentioning  Pache.  This  he  did 
with  all  the  franknefs  that  belonged  to  his  charafter, 
and  all  the  warmth  of  a  feeling  heart,  proud  of  ac- 
knowledging merit,  wherever  it  feems  to  refide. 

Pache,  to  whom  he  had  not  hinted  his  intention, 
and  who  had  a  little  before  refufed  the  fuperintendance 
of  the  jewel  office,  a  place  for  which  he  propofed 
Rejlouty  whom  Roland  appointed  upon  his  recommen- 
dation, appeared  well  fatisfied  to  remain  his  own  maf- 
ter.  He  accepted,  however,  a  miffion  from  Monge 
for  Toulon,  repaired  thither,  and  committed  feveral 
adls  of  folly,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed. 

Servan's  health  obliging  him  to  quit  the  war-office, 
the  man  whom  Roland  had  recommended  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  that  department,  as  the  perfon  on  whom 
in  point  of  principle  the  ftrongeft  dependance  might 
be  placed,  and  who,  as  to  talents,  could  not  but  be 
fufficiendy  qualified  for  fuch  a  place.  We  wrote  to 
Pache,  to  inform  him  of  his  appointment,  and  prefTed 
him  to  accept  it.  But  this  was  in  all  likelihood  unne- 
ceflary ;  for,  jealous  as  he  was  of  his  independence,  he 
appeared  not  to  have  the  leaft  uneafinefs  concerning  the 
burden  about  to  be  laid  on  his  fuoulders,  and  took  it 
up  without  hefitation.  On  his  return  to  Paris  he  came 
to  fee  us,  and  we  talked  with  him  freely  on  the  difpo- 
fition  of  men's  minds  i  of  the  party  which  the  Parifian 
depudes  were  forming  5  of  the  enormities  of  the  commune  5 

of 
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of  the  dangers  that  appeared  to  threaten  the  liberty  of  the 
convention,  and  particularly  of  thofe,  which  might  arife 
from  the  predominance  of  immoral  and  guilty  men,  who 
only  fought  to  acquire  power  in  order  to  efcapepunilliment 
or  to  gratify  their  paffions ;  of  the  order  to  be  eftabllfhed 
in  his  department,  and  of  our  joy  at  feeing  him  in  the 
council,  where  his  prefence  would  preferve  a  union  of 
will  and  fmglenefs  of  a6tion.  Pache  liftened  to  the  ef- 
fufions  of  confidence  with  the  filence  of  a  man  who 
conceals  his  own  fenriments ;  oppofed  every  opinion  of 
Roland  at  the  council-table  and  came  to  fee  him  no 
more. 

At  iirfl:  we  imagined,  that  this  condud  arofe  from 
a  movement  of  felf-love,  a  fort  of  fear  of  appearing 
the  creature  of  Roland.  But  I  learnt,  that  this  man,  ' 
who  never  accepted  the  invitations  of  his  colleague, 
under  pretence  of  the  retirement  in  which  the  multi- 
plicity of  his  bufmefs  obliged  him  to  live,  received 
Fabre,  Chabot,  and  other  mountaineers  at  his  table ;  that 
he  paid  his  court  to  their  friends ;  that  he  took  their 
creatures  into  office,  all  of  them,  either  as  great  knaves 
as  the  valet  in  a  comedy  *,  or  ignorant  fellows,  or  in- 
triguers like  themfelves  5  and  that  honeft  men  began 
to  murmur  and  defpair.  I  thought  it  right  to  try  the 
only  means  that  remained  of  opening  his  eyes,  if  he 
were  merely  mifled,  or  of  pulling  away  the  mafk  if  he  were 
really  ading  with  ill  faith.  I  wrote  to  him  then  on 
the  nth  of  November,  in  a  friendly  ftyle,  to  commu- 
nicate to  him  the  murmurs  that  began  to  prevail,  the 
caufes  to  which  they  were  owing,  and  what  his  own  in- 

*  In  the  old  French  comedies,  the  lackey  is  invariably  a  kna- 
yill}  buffoon,  who  flicks  at  nothing.  Traf^f* 
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tcreft  feemed  to  require.  I  reminded  him  of  what  had 
been  faid  in  confidence  on  his  entrance  into  the  mini^ 
ftry ;  and  I  added  a  word  or  two  concerning  the  une- 
quivocal fentiments  we  had  expreffed,  the  unanimity 
they  promifed,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  fo  oppo- 
fitc  to  what  they  would  have  led  one  to  expefb, 

Pache  made  me  not  the  fmalleft  anfwer;  and  we  foon 
after  heard  that  his  firfl:  clerks  Haflenfratz,  Vincent,  and 
the  reft  (miferable  beings,  whom  I  would  not  mention,  had 
not  their  enormiries  already  infured  their  names  a  place 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  popular  commotions  of  thefe  latter 
times)  were  declaiming  at  the  jacobins,  and  elfewhere 
againft  Roland,  and  holding  him  up  as  the  enemy  of 
the  people.  There  could  no  longer  then  be  any  doubt 
but  that  Pache  was  feeking  his  downfal.  The  atrocity 
and  bafenefs  of  this  condudl  filled  me  with  indignation  and 
contempt:  fentiments,  in  which  I  was  beforehand  with  fe- 
veral  who  had  become  acquainted  with  Pache  by  means  of 
us,  and  who  were  then  inclined  to  charge  me  with  le- 
vity, though  their  avcrfion  to  the  man  has  lince  exceeded 
mine.  The  peculation,  or  the  profufe  expenditure  at 
lead,  that  took  place  in  the  war  department  during  his 
adminiRTation,  was  horrible  ;  every  thing  was  diforgan- 
ifed,  owing  to  the  bad  choice  of  the  perfons  employed ; 
it  was  proved,  that  regiments  reduced  to  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  men  were  paid  as  if  complete  5  it  was  not  only 
impoffible  to  furnifli  an  account,  but  even  to  imagine 
the  means  of  doing  fo,  for  more  than  130  millions  of 
livres  [near  five  millions  and  a  half  fterling].  In  the 
twenty-four  hours  that  followed  his  difmifTion,  rendered 
indifpenfable  by  fo  much  mifchief,  he  filled  up  fixty  dif- 
ferent places,  with  all  the  perfons  he  knew  of  who  were 
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bafe  enough  to  pay  their  court  to  him,  from  his  fon- 
in-law,  who  from  a  curate  became  commiflary-general 
with  a  falary  of  19000  livres  [;£.792],  to  his  hair- 
dreffer,  a  blackguard  boy  of  nineteen,  whom  he  made 
a  mufter-maller.  Thefe  are  the  exploits  which  the 
people  of  Paris  rewarded  by  calling  him  to  the  mayoralty, 
where,  fupporced  by  the  Chaumets,  Heberts,  and  other 
tatterdemalions,  he  favoured  the  oppreflion  of  the  le- 
giflative  body,  the  violation  of  the  national  reprefenta- 
tion,  and  the  profcription  of  all  virtuous  men,  and  thus 
helped  to  feal  the  ruin  of  his  country. 

And  this  was  the  man  who  was  in  fearch  of  a  free 
country,  who  gave  up  penfions,  and  refufed  a  place ! 
But  Pache  went  into  Switzerland,  where  his  family 
originally  refided — (a  circumftance  that  enabled  his  father 
to  keep  a  great  man's  door  at  Paris  *,)  hoping  there 
to  lead  a  more  agreeable  life,  than  in  a  place 
which  reminded  him  of  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth ;  and 
Pache  received  from  Cajlries  a  penfion,  which  bore 
witnefs  to  the  ftate  of  dependence  that  he  had  lived 
In  at  his  houfe,  and  might  have  excited  fufpicion,  when 
the  nobles  and  minifters  of  the  old  government  were 
objedls  of  perfecution.  This  was  a  part  of  his  hiftory, 
which  I  was  unacquainted  with,  and  which  is  no  way  in- 
confiftent  with  Pache  returning  to  France  after  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Baftlle,  currying  favour  in  a  little  popular 
fociety  well  contrived  for  the  acquifition  of  influence, 
obflinately  refufmg  fecond-rate  places,  but  not  hefitating 
a  moment  to  become  a  member  of  the  council,  and 

*  The  reputation  of  the  Swifs  for  probity  was  fo  great  in  France, 
that  all  the  noblemen  had  them  in  their  fervice  as  porters.  A  por- 
ter and  a  Swifs  became  at  laft  fynonymous  words.  Tranf, 
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take  upon  himfelf  that  department  m  the  admlnlftra- 
tion,  which  circumftances  rendered  moil  important.  He 
is  in  politics  the  TartufFe  *  of  Moliere. 

Whilft  I  am  writing  this,  Blron  is  confined  in  the 
prifon  that  I  inhabit.  Towards  the  end  of  Pache's  mi- 
niftry,  Biron  came  to  denounce  him  to  the  affembly, 
and  was  confequently  provided  with  documents  capa- 
ble of  proving  his  mlfdemeanours,  Biron  met  with 
him ;  was  feduced  by  his  air  of  fimplicity ;  perfuaded 
himfelf  that  he  had  erred  rather  from  unfkilfulnefs  than 
diftioncftyi  thought  it  cruel  to  bring  a  man  to  the 
block  who  might  have  been  deceived ;  relinquifhed  his 
defign  ;  and  then  mentioned  it  to  Pache  himfelf.  Pache 
came  to  an  explanation ;  contrived  to  wheedle  Biron  out 
of  all  the  information  and  documents  that  related  to 
the  complaint  of  which  he  was  the  objeft ;  and  then 
had  him  fent  to  the  army  of  Italy,  where  he  was  left 
deftitute  of  every  thing.  Biron  obtained  fome  advan- 
tages I  they  were  never  mentioned  :  he  made  complaints; 
no  attention  was  paid  to  them ;  time  ran  on ;  the  evils 
increafed :  he  grew  urgent  3  an  order  was  fent  him  to 
repair  to  Paris :  as  foon  as  he  arrived  he  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  and  confined  at  St.  Pelagic.  In  this  ftroke  he 
recognizes  the  hand  of  Pache,  and  has  no  doubt  as  to 
the  tyrant  by  whom  he  is  opprelTed. 

A  confummate  hypocrite.  Tranf. 


GiRONDK. 
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GiRONDE. 

GuADET  and  Gensonne 

Love  each  other,  probably  becaufe  there  is  no 
refemblance  between  them.  Guadet  is  as  impetuous  as 
Genfonne  is  cool :  but  the  violent  fallies  of  his  fiery 
temper  are  never  fucceeded  by  malice ;  nor  is  his  foul 
fufceptible  of  an  intention  to  offend.  Nature  has  made 
Guadet  an  orator ;  Genfonne  has  made  himfelf  a  logi- 
cian. The  one  frequently  lofes,  in  deliberating,  the 
time  which  fliould  be  employed  in  aftion:  the  other 
diflipatcs,  in  bold,  but  fhort  and  tranfient,  flights,  that 
warmth,  which  ought  fometlmes  to  be  concentrated, 
and  always  to  be  longer  fupported,  in  order  to  produce 
a  durable  effeft. 

Guadet  had  brilliant  moments  in  each  of  the  two  ' 
alTemblies,  the  legiflative  and  conventional :  they  were 
owing  to  the  afcendency  of  honefty,  feconded  by  ta- 
lents :  but  poffefTed  of  feelings  too  ftrong  to  keep  up 
a  long  ftruggle  without  tiring,  he  has  drawn  upon  him- 
felf the  hatred  of  the  wicked,  without  exciting  much 
of  their  fear  ;  nor  did  he  ever  attain  the  degree  of  influ- 
ence which  his  enemies  were  fond  of  afcribing  to  him, 
in  order  to  render  him  an  objedt  of  diftrufl.  Genfonne, 
ufeful  in  debate,  which,  however,  he  has  the  fault  of 
drawing  out  to  too  great  a  length,  took  an  adlivc  pare 
in  the  committees,  and  drew  up  part  of  the  plan  of 
the  intended  conftitution.  His  fpeech  on  the  bufinefs 
of  the  king  is  enlivened  by  farcaftic  ftrokes,  to  which 

an 
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an  apparent  coolnefs  gave  an  edge,  and  which  tlie  Tons 
1  of  the  mountain  will  never  forgive. 

Both  of  them  tender  hufbands,  good  fathers,  excellent 
citizens,  virtuous  men,  and  fincere  republicans,  they 
only  funk  under  the  accufation  of  the  confpirators,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  even  know  how  to  coalejce  in  favour 
of  the  good  caufe,  the  only  one  for  which  they  contended, 
and  for  which  they  deferved  to  live. 


Vergniaux 


Was,  perhaps,  the  mod  eloquent  man  in  the  aflembly. 
He  did  not  fpeak  without  preparation,  like  Guadet: 
but  his  made  fpeechcs,  of  great  argumentative  ftrength, 
full  of  fire,  abounding  in  matter,  refplendcnt  with  the 
moft  beautiful  forms  of  oratory,  and  fupported  by  a 
dignified  delivery,  may  ftill  be  read  with  the  greatefl 
pleafure. 

And  yet  I  love  not  Vergniaux :  he  appears  to  me 
a  philofopher  totally  abforbed  in  felf.  Difdainlng  man- 
kind, no  doubt  becaufe  he  knows  them  well,  he  gives 
himfelf  no  concern  on  their  account :  but  with  this  way 
of  thinking,  a  man  fhould  keep  out  of  all  public  em- 
ploys ;  if  he  do  not  his  idlenefs  becomes  a  crime;  and 
in  this  refpe6l  Vergniaux  is  highly  culpable.  What  a 
pity,  that  talents  like  his  Hiould  not  have  been  employed 
with  the  ardour  of  a  man  devoted  to  the  public  weal, 
nd  with  the  perfeverance  of  an  a£live  mind ! 

GrANG£NEUV£ 


» 
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Grangeneuvb 

Is  the  beft  of  men,  with  a  countenance  of  the  leaft 
promife.  His  underftanding  is  of  the  common  level ; 
but  his  foul  is  truly  great :  and  he  performs  noble  ac- 
tions with  fimplicity,  and  without  fufpedling  how  much 
they  would  coft  any  other  but  himfelf. 

In  the  courfe  of  July,  1792,  the  condu6l  and  dlfpofi- 
tion  of  the  court  indicating  hoftile  defigns,  every  one 
talked  of  the  means  of  preventing  or  fruftrating  their  exe- 1 
cution.  On  this  fubjeft  Chabot  faid,  with  that  ardour 
which  proceeds  from  a  heated  imagination,  and  not  from  ■ 
ftrength  of  mind,  that  it  was  to  be  wiflied  that  th 
court  might  attempt  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  patriot! 
members,  as  it  would  infallibly  caufe  an  infurrec 
tion  of  the  people,  the  only  mean  of  fetting  the  multi 
tude  in  motion,  ^nd  producing  a  falutary  crifis.  He 
grew  warm  on  this  head,  on  which  he  made  a  copious 
comment.  Grangeneuve,  who  had  liftened  to  him 
without  faying  a  word,  in  the  little  fociety  where  the 
difcourfe  took  place,  embraced  the  firft  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  with  Chabot  in  private.  *  I  have  been  ftruG 
with  your  reafons,'  faid  he :  ^  they  are  excellent :  b 
the  court  is  too  cunning  ever  to  afford  us  fuch  an  ex- 
pedient. We  muft  make  it  for  ourfelves.  Find  you  but 
men  to  ftrike  the  blow ;  and  I  will  devote  myfelf  as  the 
viftim.'— '  What !  you  will  ♦  *  *  *  — <  Certainly. 
What  is  there  fo  wonderful  in  that  ?  My  life  is, of  no 
great  utility :  my  perfon  of  little  account :  I  lhall  feel 
the  greateft  pleafure  in  offering  myfelf  up  as  a  facrificc 
for  my  country's  good.'  ■  ^  Ah,  my  friend,  you  lhall 
4  not 
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not  fall  alone  exclaimed  Chabot,  with  a  look  of  en- 
thufiafm  :  M  am  determined  to  fiiare  the  glory  with 
you/ — *  As  you  pleafe :  one  is  enough  :  two  may  be 
better.  But  there  will  be  no  glory  in  the  bufinefs ;  for 
it  is  necefiary  that  it  remain  a  -fecrct  to  all  the  world. 
Let  us  then  devife  the  means  of  execution.* 

Chabot  undertook  to  provide  them  j  and  a  few  days 
after  informed  Grangeneuve,  that  he  had  found  fit  inftru- 
ments  for  the  purpofe,  and  that  every  thing  was  prepared. 
— ^  Very  well:  let  us  appoint  the  time.  We  will  repair 
to  the  committee  to-morrow  evening:  I  will  leave  it  at  half 
after  ten:  we  muft  go  through  fome  unfrequented  ftreet,  in 
which  you  will  take  care  to  have  your  people  polled.  But 
Jet  them  mind  what  they  are  about.  It  is  their  bufinefs  to 
^flioot  us  properly,  and  not  to  make  us  cripples  for  life.' 
— The  hour  was  fixed,  and  every  thing  was  agreed  upon. 
Grangeneuve  went  to  make  his  will,  and  arrange  fjme 
domeftic  concerns,  without  any  buftle ;  and  v/as  punc- 
tual to  the  appointment.  Chabot  did  not  make  his 
appearance.  The  hour  elapfed,  and  no  Chabot  came ; 
whence  Grangeneuve  concluded  he  had  given  up  his 
defign  of  participation ;  but  fuppofing  that  the  pro- 
jed  held  good  as  to  himfelf,  he  fet  oft,  took  tlie 
road  agreed  on,  walked  with  meafured  Heps,  met 
•nobody  on  his  way,  walked  back  again,  for  fear  of 
any  miftake,  and  was  obliged  to  return  home  fafe 
and  found,  much  difpleafed'  at  having  made  all  his 
preparations  in  vain.  Chabot  faved  himfeif  from  re- 
proach by  fome  paltry  excufe,  taking  good  care  not  to 
depart  from  the  ufual  poltroonery  of  a  prieil,  or  the  hy- 
pocrify  of  a  capuchin  friar. 


Part  I, 
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Barbaroux, 

Whose  features  no  painter  would  difdain  to  Copy 
for,  the  head  of  an  Antinous,  aftive,  laborious,  ingenu- 
ous, and  brave,  with  the  fiery  fplrit  of  a  youthful  Mar- 
feillois,  was  deftined  to  become  a  man  of  merit,  and  a 
citizen,  equally  ufeful  and  enlightened.  Enamoured  of 
independence,  proud  of  the  revolution,  rich  in  acquired 
talents,  capable  of  afliduous  attention,  habituated  to  ap- 
plication, and  thirfting  after  fame ;  he  is  one  of  thofe 
men,  whom  a  great  politician  would  feek  to  attach  to 
himfelf,  and  who  was  made  to  fiourifh  and  diflinguifh 
himfelf  in  a  happy  republic.  But  who  can  venture 
to  fay  to  what  a  degree  injuftice,  profcriptron,  and 
misfortune,  may  reprefs  the  generous  efforts  of  fuch 
a  mind,  and  how  far  it  may  tarnifh  its  good  qualities  ? 
Moderate  fucccfs  would  have  encouraged  Barbaroux  in 
his  career,  becaufe  he  is  fond  of  fame,  and  poffefTes  every 
qualification  neceffary  to  procure  him  reputation:  but 
the  love  of  pleafure  is  at  hand  j  and  if  once  it  take  tlie 
place  of  glory,  in  confequence  of  difappointment  or  dif- 
guft,  it  will  dcbafe  an  excellent  temper,  and  turn  him 
afide  from  his  noble  deftination. 

During  Roland's  firft  adminrftration,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  feveral  letters  from  Barbaroux,  addre/Ted 
rather  to  the  man  than  to  the  minifter,  and  intended  to 
enable  him  to  judge  of  the  means  it  would  be  proper  to 
employ,  in  order  to  keep  ardent  and  irritable  minds,  like 
thofe  of  the  department  of  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone,  in 
the  paths  of  duty.  Roland,  a  ftridl:  obferver  of  the  law, 
and  like  the  law  fevcre  and  inflexible,  was  incapable  of 
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fpeaklng  more  than  one  language,  when  charged  with  its 
execution.  The  adminlftrators  had  gone  a  htde  aftray : 
'the  minifter  had  chidden  them  with  feverityj  and  their 
minds  were  irritated.  It  was  then  that  Barbaroux  wrote 
to  Roland,  to  vindicate  the  purity  of  his  countrymen*s  in- 
tentions, excufe  their  errors,  and  to  make  Roland  under- 
ftand,  that  gender  methods  would  bring  them  back  to 
fubordination  with  greater  fpeed  and  effedt.  Thefe  let- 
ters were  didlated  by  the  bed  intentions,  and  by  fuch 
confummate  prudence,  that  when  I  faw  their  author,  I 
was  aftonifhed  at  his  youth.  They  had  the  effcd  they 
could  not  fail  to  have  upon  an  equitable  man,  who 
fought  only  to  do  good  :  Roland  laid  afide  a  little  of  his 
aufterity,  afTumed  a  tone  rather  brotherly  than  mini- 
fterial,  brought  the  Marfeillois  back  to  their  duty,  and 
gave  Barbaroux  his  erteem. 

After  Roland  quitted  the  miniftry,  we  faw  him  more 
frequently.  His  open  difpofition  and  ardent  patriotifm 
infpired  us  with  confidence.  It  was  then,  that,  reafoning 
on  the  bad  ftate  of  affairs,  and  on  the  danger  of  feeing 
defpotifm  revive  in  the  north,  we  formed  the  condirional 
project  of  a  republic  in  the  fouth. — *  That  will  be  our 
^  laft  ftake,'  faid  Barbaroux  with  a  fmlle :  *  but  the  Mar- 
feillois who  are  here  will  prevent  our  recurring  to  fuch  an 
5;.  expedient.' — From  that  fpeech,  and  fome  others  of  a  like 
||  tendency,  we  conjedured,  an  infurre6tion  was  in  agi- 
1(5  jtation;  but  as  his  confidence  did  not  lead  him  to  be 
f[}  Imore  communicative,  we  aiked  him  no  queftions  about 
fi!  the  matter.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  he  almoft 
.  tntirely  difcontinued  his  vifits ;  telling  us,  the  lafl  nme 
,he  called,  it  would  be  wrong  to  judge  of  his  fentiments  in 
Ifi  Regard  to  us  from  any  prefumption  furnifhed  by  his 
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abfence,  as  it  was  mtrely  meant  to  keep  us  out  of  harm's 
way.  After  the  tenth  of  Auguft  he  returned  to  Mar- 
feilles,  and  came  back  a  member  of  the  national  con- 
vention, where  he  did  his  duty  like  a  man  of  courage. 
Many  of  his  printed  fpeeches  difplay  excellent  argu- 
mentation, and  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  adm.ini- 
ftrative  department  of  commerce:  that  on  the  fupply 
of  provifions,  excepting  the  work  of  Creuze-la-Touche, 
is  the  beft  thing  of  the  kind.  But  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  labour  if  he  would  become  an  orator. 

The  lively  and  afFe^lionate  Barbaroux  is  attached  to 
the  delicate  and  fufceptible  Buzot :  I  ufed  to  call  them 
Nyfus  and  Euryalus.  May  they  meet  with  a  better  fate 
than  thofe  two  friends  I  Louvet,  more  acute  than  Bar- 
baroux, more  gay  than  Buzot,  and  in  goodnefs  of  heart 
equal  to  either,  is  intimate  with  both ;  but  more  parti- 
cularly with  the  latter,  who  ferves  as  a  link  to  connect 
him  with  Barbaroux,  of  whom  Buzot's  natural  gravity 
makes  him  in  fome  fort  the  Mentor. 


LOUVET, 

With  whom  I  became  acquainted  during  Roland's 
firfl:  adminiftration,  and  whofe  agreeable  fociety  I  fhal! 
ever  covet,  may  fometimes  chance,  like  Philopoemen, 
to  pay  forfeit  for  his  mean  appearance.  Little,  flender, 
Ihort-fighted,  and  negligent  in  drefs,  he  feems  of  no 
confequence  to  the  vulgar,  who  remark  not  the  noble- 
nefs  of  his  forehead,  nor  the  fire  which  animates  his  eyes 
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and  feamres  upon  the  utterance  of  an  important  truth, 
a  generous  fenrimentj  a  witty  faying,  or  a  refined  piece 
of  raillery.  His  pleafing  novels,  where  the  graces  of 
imagination  are  combined  with  fluency  of  ftyle,  philofo- 
phical  remarks,  and  attic  fait,  are  known  to  all  men  of 
letters,  and  to  all  perfons  of  tafte.  Politics  are  indebted 
to  him  for  more  ferious  works,  the  matter  and  manner 
of  which  bear  witnefs  alike  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  head 
and  of  his  heart  He  has  fhewn,  that  his  able  hand  can 
alternately  jingle  the  bells  of  folly,  hold  the  burin  of 
hiftory,  and  launch  the  thunders  of  eloquence.  It  is 
impoffible  to  unite  more  wit  with  iefs  pretenfion  and 
greater  good-nature.  Bold  as  a  lion,  fimple  as  a  child, 
a  man  of  feeling,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  vigorous  writer; 
he  can  make  Cataline  tremble  in  the  fcnate,  dine  with  the 
graces,  and  fup  with  Bachaumont  *. 

His  Philippic,  or  Rohefp'ierride^  deferved  to  be  pro- 
nounced in  a  fenate  pofleflfed  of  energy  to  do  juf- 
tice.  His  Conjpracy  of  the  loth  of  March  is  another 
piece  of  value  to  the  hiflory  of  the  times.  His  Sentinel 
is  a  pattern  for  that  kind  of  bills,  and  daily  inftru6cions 
intended  for  a  populace,  whom  it  is  meant  to  inform  as 
to  fadls,  without  ever  influencing  them  unlefs  by  the 
force  of  reafon,  moving  them  unlefs  for  the  good  of  all, 
or  infpiring  them  with  any  afl-edions  but  fuch  as  do  ho- 
nour to  human  nature.  It  is  an  excellent  contraft  to 
thofe  atrocious  and  difgufl:ing  papers,  whofe  coarfe  flyle 
and  filthy  exprefllons  are  wqll  fuited  to  the  fanguinary 

*  A  famous  French  wit,  who,  in  concert  with  la  Chapelle,  wrote 
a  celebrated  account,  in  profe  and  verfe,  of  an  excurfion  they  made 
together.^f 
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doftrlne  and  impure  falfehood  for  which  they  fervc  as  a 
common-fewer ;  the  impudent  works  of  calumny,  of 
which  intrigue  pays  the  hire  to  impofture,  in  order  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  public  morals^  and  by  means  of 
which  the  gentleft  people  in  Europe  has  had  its  difpofi- 
tion  perverted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  peaceable  Pa- 
rifians,  whofe  kindnefs  of  heart  was  proverbial,  arc  be- 
come the  rivals  of  thofe  ferocious  pretorian  guards,  who 
fold  their  votes,  their  lives,  and  the  empire,  to  the  beft 
bidder.  Let  us  difmifs  ihefe  fad  images,  and  turn  our 
attention  to  the  Ohjervations  on  St,  Juft's  Report  againfl 
the  confined  DeputieSy  by  a  Society  of  Girondines^  printed  at 
Caen  the  13th  of  July.  In  it  I  recognized  the  ftyle, 
the  acumen,  and  the  gaiety,  of  Louvet :  it  is  Reafon  ia 
difliabille,  fporting  with  Ridicule,  without  laying  afid^ 
her  ftrength  or  dignity. 


Lazowski, 

A  Polander  by  birth,  came  to  France  no  one  knows 
how,  deftitute  of  all  fortune ;  but  being  rich  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  duke  of  Liancourt,  either  becaufe  related  to 
fome  perfon  in  his  fervice,  or  becaufe  connedled  with 
him  in  fome  other  way,  Lazowfki  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  infpeflor  of  manufactures. 

It  was  one  of  thofe  very  inferior  offices  of  adminiftra-. 
tion  which  conferred  no  authority  s  of  which  the  falary 
was  moderate,  and  the  duties  fuch  as  to  require  nothing 
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but  honefty,  and  a  certain  fhare  of  merit ;  which  confe- 
quently  feemed  to  fuit  every  body,  or  for  which  every 
one  at  leaft  thought  himfelf  fit.  Thofe  places  were 
in  the  gift  of  the  king's  council,  on  the  prefenta* 
tion  of  the  minifter  of  the  finances,  and  were  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  fuperintendants  of  trade,  petty  magiftrates 
of  mighty  pretenfions,  who  gave  themfelves  great  airs 
of  importance ;  who  like  many  others  obtained  credit 
from  the  public  on  their  own  report;  and  who  in 

reality,  from  the  multitude  of  affairs  that  came  before 
them,  had  extenfive  connections,  and  gave  audiences, 
at  which,  fometimes,  men  of  the  firft  rank  did  not  dif- 
dain  to  attend. 

Lively,  enterprifing,  and  pafllng  himfelf  off  for  a  man 
of  underftanding,  Lazowfki  had  perfuaded  his  patron, 
that  it  was  not  fitting  for  fuch  a  man  to  remain  a 
fimple  infpedor  of  manufactures.  It  is  true,  that,  in 
order  to  find  him  employment,  an  infpeClorfhip  had  been 
created  at  Solffons,  where  there  was  fcarcely  any  manu- 
facture but  of  priefts,  and  fcarcely  any  objedts  of  infpec- 
tion  except  nuns ;  for  it  was  a  town  as  full  of  convents  as 
deficient  in  induftry,  and  deftitute  of  all  commerce  but 
that  of  the  abfolute  neceffaries  of  life.  Mr.  de  Liancourt, 
who  was  led  to  defire  the  promotion  of  his  dependant 
by  the  vanity  common  among  courtiers,  was  further 
impelled  by  the  native  excellence  of  his  heart.  He  was 
preffing  with  the  minifter,  and  ftill  more  fo  with  the  fu- 
perintendants of  commerce ;  for  the  fecondary  agents  are 
always  the  really  effeClive  men.  Calonne  was  compt- 
roller-general :  he  had  an  inventive  mind,  and  was  ready 
at  taking  up  ingenious  ideas.  The  creation  of  a  travel- 
ling infpeCtorfbip  was  devifed.    That  was  no  effort  of 
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genius,  fince  fuch  a  place  had  already  exifted,  and  its  in- 
utility had  been  acknowledged:  but  it  will  readily  be 
admitted,  that  the  fecond  creanon  was  not  without  a  mo- 
tive, fince  it  afforded  the  means  of  obliging  a  man  of 
confequence,  while  the  number  of  places,  which  amounted 
to  four,  gave  the  operation  fomething  of  the  appearance 
of  an  affair  of  ftate,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  advantage  of 
three  places  remaining  for  favour  and  intrigue.  They 
were  foon  filled.    Salaries  of  8000  livres  (333I.  6s.  8d.) 
a  year  were  given  them ;  a  refidence  in  Paris  for  four 
months  out  of  the  twelve  5  excurfions  through  the  provinces 
during  the  remaining  eight;  the^  right  of  fucceeding  the 
infpedlors- general  on  their  deceafe,  and  permiffion  to 
foHcit  gratifications  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
their  journies  and  the  importance  of  their  fervices.    It  is 
true,  that  this  fapped  the  foundation-  of  an  inftitution,  the 
fpirit  of  which  was  excellent.    It  deprived  the  infpedors 
of  the  generalities  of  the  hope  of  arriving  at  the  infpedlor- 
generalihip  by  merit  or  leniority  :  it  difcouraged  tiiem, 
by  fending  into  their  refpedlive  departments  men  for  the 
moft  part  ftrangers  to  the  bufmefs :  and  it  f 'eprived  the 
minifter  -of  the  poffibility  of  being  well-informed  of  the 
ftate  of  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerces  and  in  fhort 
of  all  the  obje6ts  of  induftry ;  of  which  it  was  natural  to 
expe6t  a  much  better  account  from  men  fettkd  in  the 
feveral  generalities  for  that  purpofe,  than  from  thefe 
birds  of  pafiage,  employed  in  running  over  them  all. 
But  the  views  of  the  old  gover-  ment  did  not  extend  fb 
far :    and  who  knows   whether   the  individuals  who 
compofe  the  new,  are  of  a  more  capacious  mind,  or  more 
difinterefted  fpirit. 
This  happened  in  the  fpring  of  1 7  84,  when  I  was  brought 
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to  Paris  by  family  affairs.  I  heard  mention  made  of  a  change 
in  the  iiifpedions ;  and  I  learnt,  that  the  infpedlorfhip  of 
Lyons,  given  up  by  the  ambitious  BrilTon  for  a  travelling 
one,  was  conferred  upon  a  very  young  man.  I  refle6led, 
that  Roland  was  always  looking  forward  to  his  retire- 
ment, and  intended  to  afk  for  it,  as  foon  as  he  fiiould 
finifh  his  labours  in  the  Encyclopedia,  that  he  might 
go  into  his  own  country,  forget  Paris,  and  the  mean- 
neffes  to  which  a  man  muft  ftoop  for  the  prefer- 
ment that  was  refufed  to  merit.  I  thought  it  would 
be  better  for  him  to  go  home  with  a  place,  than 
without  one ;  and  it  occurred  to  me,  to  folicit  the  ex- 
change of  that  of  Amiens,  where  we  then  were,  for  that 
of  Lyons,  which  would  fix  him  in  his  own  country. 
This  trifling  favour  I  fuppofed  would  be  readily  granted 
to  an  old  fervant,  whofe  knowledge,  and  whofe  difpofi- 
tion  efpecially,  the  fuperintendancs  of  commerce  dreaded 
enough  to  be  pleafed  with  his  removal.  The  commif- 
fions  were  already  made  out.  I  ftated  my  reafons  with 
all  the  advantage  a  woman  had  in  thofe  days  in  dealing 
with  people  who  piqued  them.felves  on  their  politenefs : 
on  the  other  hand  were  ftated  the  objedions,  t^hich  I 
frankly  rated  at  their  due  value;  and  I  obtained  the 
place,  almoft  as  foon  as  my  huiband  was  informed  of 
the  requeft  I  had  thought  fit  to  make. 

In  the  public  offices  who  fliould  I  meet  with  but  La- 
zowfki,  then  a  fine  gentleman,  his  hair  well  powdered,  his 
clothes  well  put  on,  affedling  a  little  ftoop  in  his  Ihoulders, 
walking  upon  his  heels,  fporting  deep  ruffles,  giving 
himfelf,  in  (hort,  thofe  little  airs  of  confequence,  which 
were  then  taken  for  claims  to  confideration  by  fools,  and 
laughed  at  by  men  of  fenfe. 

The 
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The  conftituent  aflcmbly,  by  overthrowing  the  no- 
bility and  fupprefiing  the  infpeftorfliips,  deprived  La- 
zowlki  at  once  of  his  place  and  of  his  patron.  Not 
daring  to  hope  for  a  penfion,  which  muft  have  been  re- 
duced to  nothing  *,  confidering  the  Ihort  time  he  had 
been  employed,  and  finding  himfelf  without  a  fhiiling,  he 
became  a  patriot,  combed  the  powder  out  of  his  greafy 
locks,  made  fpeeches  at  one  of  the  fedions,  and  turned 
fans-culotte  in  good  time,  fince  he  was  really  in  danger 
of  wanting  breeches. 

Poffefied  of  vigour,  confiderable  remains  of  youth,  a 
thundering  voice,  and  an  excellent  turn  for  intrigue,  he 
foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  and  was  appointed  a  capitains 
de  quartier  in  the  national  guard.  In  that  quality  he 
ferved  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  boafted  much  of  the 
dangers  of  the  day,  like  many  others  who  mixed  in  the 
tumult  to  reap  fome  profit,  and  afterward  flood  boldly 
forward  as  the  faviours  of  their  country.  But  his  ex- 
ploits date  from  the  ad  of  September,  and  from  the  ac- 
tivity he  contrived  to  keep  up  in  the  fedion  of  Finiftere, 
to  which  he  belonged,  at  the  maffacre  of  the  priefts  at 
St.  Firniin.  He  was  of  equal  utility  in  difpatching  the 
prifoners  from  Orleans. 

He  had  occafion  to  come,  as  deputy  of  his  fedlion,  to 
the  hotel  of  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  where  I 
faw  him,  and  had  an  opportunity  to  obfcrve  his  aftonifhin 
iTietamorphofis.  The  pretty  gentleman,  with  his  affedled 

*  In  fettling  the  amount  of  penfions  for  difcarded  placemen,  th(^ 
conftituent  afllmbly  eftabliflied  a  maximum  and  minimum,  with  inr 
termediate  degrees,  according  to  their  length  of  fervice;  but  gave 
nothing  to  thofe  who  had  not  been  employed  a  certain  number  of 
years,  Tra>if, 
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fmiles,  had  aflumed  the  favage  afpeft  of  a  furious  pa- 
triot; the  purple  face  of  a  drunkard;  and  the  haggard 
eye  of  an  affafTin. 

Dear  to  the  jacobins,  who  well  knew  his  worth,  and 
meant  to  make  him  a  great  man,  he  was  fixed  upon  to 
dired  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth  of  March;  but  he  died 
fuddcnly,  at  Vaugirard,  of  an  inflammatory  fever,  the 
fruit  of  debauchery,  brandy,  and  bad  hours. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  grief  of  the  whole  horde  at 
this  unexpected  lofs ;  of  the  funeral  oration  delivered  by 
the  high-prieft  Robefpierre,  his  afFedling  lamentations, 
and  his  pompous  eulogium  of  the  great  man  unknown ; 
of  the  fplendid  funeral  celebrated  by  the  venerable  com- 
mune, and  the  holy  focieties;  of  the  adoption  of  his 
child,  whom  papa  Pache  kilTed  in  the  town- hall ;  and, 
laftly,  of  Lazowfki's  interment  near  the  tree  of  liberty, 
in  the  fquare  of  the  Carrouzel,  where  his  humble  grave, 
covered  with  turf,  is  ftill  to  be  feen  ? 

Let  thofe  who  are  aftonifhed  at  his  pofthumous  im- 
portance, recolle6t,  that  it  emanated  from  the  focus  of 
the  jacobins,  when  they  were  become  as  formidable  to 
the  timid  Parifians  as  they  were  atrocious ;  at  the  time 
that  Marat  was  in  all  his  glory,  and  Danton  in  the  ple- 
nitude of  his  power. 

Afluredly  the  people  who  took  the  former  for  their 
prophet,  and  the  latter  for  their  lord,  might  well  honour 
Lazowfki  as  a  faint  or  a  hero^  which  in  the  religion  of  the 
fieptembrizers  are  the  fame  thing* 
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Robert. 

*  What  have  you  done  to  Robert  ?'  fald  a  perfon 
tome  lately  :  *  his  wife  and  he  revile  you  qipre  viru-, 
lently  than  any  of  your  enemies.' — *  I  have  feen.  but 
little  of  them  I  have  done  them  fome  fervice  but  I 
have  not  concurred  in  flattering  their  ambition,  as  you 
are  about  to  hear/ 

When  I  was  fetting  off  from  Lyons  for  Paris,  in 
Champagneux  afked  me,  if  I  was  acquainted 
with  madame  Robert,  a  woman  of  wit,  an  author,  and 
a  patriot. — Not  at  all.  I  have  heard  indeed  that  made- 
moifelle  Keralioy  whofe  father  is  a  literary  man,  was  lately 
married  to  M.  Robert,  and  that  between  them  they  com- 
pofe  the  Mercure  national^  of  which  I  have  feen  a  few 

numbers.    This  is  all  I  know  about  her.*  *  Do  you 

wifli  to  fee  her  ?  If  you  do,  I  will  give  you  a  letter  to 
her ;  for  as  fellow  journalifts  we  correfpond.' — ^  A 
woman  of  wit,  an  author,  and  a  republican,  muft  be  wel^ 
worth  feeing.    Give  me  a  letter.* 

I  arrived  at  Paris,  and  had  been  there  fix  weeks,  when 
one  of  our  friends,  happening  to  mention  madam  Ro-» 
bert,  whom  he  had  occafion  to  vlfit,  I  recolleded  that 
I  had  a  letter  for  her.  I  told  him  fo :  he  offered  tQ 
accompany  me  to  the  houfe  :  and  thither  we  went. 

I  found  a  lively  little  woman  of  genteel  addrefs, 
and  high  fpirit,  who  gave  me  a  very  pleafing  reception : 
and  there  I  found  alfo  her  clumfy  hufband  with  a  face 
as  broad  as  a  well-ftalled  prieft's,  beaming  health  and 
felf-complaccncy,  and  with  cheeks  whofe  ruddy  tinge 
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no  profound  cogitation  had  ever  impaired.  They  re- 
turned my  vifit ;  and  there  I  fuffered  our  acquaintance 
to  reft.  The  17th  of  July,  on  my  return  from  the 
Jacobins,  where  I  had  been  witnefs  to  the  agitation  pro- 
duced by  the  mournful  events  of  the  Champ-de-Mars, 
whom  fhould  I  find  at  home,  at  eleven  at  night, 
but  M.  and  madam  Robert. — '  We  are  come,'  faid 
the  wife  to  me,  with  all  the  confidence  of  an  old  friend, 
'  to  aflc  you  for  an  afylum.  It  is  not  necedary  to  be 
often  in  your  company,  to  form  a  favourable  opinion 
of  your  patriotifm,  and  of  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart: 
my  hufband  was  drawing  up  the  petition  on  the  na- 
tional altar,  and  I  w^as  by  his  fide :  we  have  efcaped 
the  flaughter,  and  dare  not  take  refuge  in  our  own 
houfe,  nor  in  that  of  any  known  friend,  where  fearch 
may  be  made  for  us.* — '  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,' 
replied  I,  '  for  having  thought  of  me  on  fo  lamentable 
an  occafion,  and  am  proud  of  afibrding  a  fhelter  to 
the  perfecuted:  but  you  will  be  badly  concealed  here;* 
(I  was  then  at  the  HoUl  Brittannique^  Rue  Guenegaud ) 
*  this  houfe  is  much  frequented,  and  the  landlord  is  a 
great  partifan  of  Lafayette.' — ^  It  is  only  for  to-night: 
to-morrow  we  will  think  of  a  retreat.' 

I  fent  to  inform  the  miftrefs  of  the  hotel,  that  a 
kinfwoman  of  mine  having  arrived  at  Paris  at  the  very 
moment  of  tumult,  had  left  her  baggage  at  the  coach- 
office,  and  would  pafs  the  night  with  me ;  and  that  I 
therefore  requefted  her  to  make  up  a  couple  of  field- beds 
in  my  apartment.  They  were  accordingly  fpread  in  a 
parlour,  and  there  our  hufbands  lay,  while  madame  Robert 
flept  in  my  hufband's  bed,  by  the  fide  of  mine,  in  my  own 
room.  The  next  morning,  I  rofe  early,  and  haftened  to 
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write  letters,  to  my  diftant  friends,  to  inform  them  of 
the  events  of  the  preceding  evening.  M.  and  madame 
Robert,  whom  I  fuppofed  to  be  very  aftive,  and  as  jour- 
nalifts,  to  have  a  much  more  extenfive  correfpondence 
than  myfelf,  dreflfed  themfelves  very  cooly,  fat  chatting, 
after  thd  breakfaft  I  had  ordered  for  them,  and  placed 
themfelves  in  the  balcony  facing  the  ftreet.  They  even 
went  fo  far  as  to  call  up  a  perfon  of  their  acquaintance 
who  was  pafling. 

This  conduct  appeared  to  me  very  inconfiftent  in 
people  who  were  hiding  themfelves.  The  perfon, 
whom  they  had  called  up,  entered  into  earneft  con- 
verfation  with  them,  concerning  the  events  of  the 
day  before ;  boafted  that  h%had  run  his  fword  through 
the  body  of  a  national  guard  >  and  talked  very  loudly, 
though  in  a  room  adjoining  to  a  large  anti-chamber 
common  to  my  apartment  and  to  another. 

I  called  madam  Robert. — '  I  received  you,  madam, 
with  that  intereft,  which  juftice  and  companion  for  wor- 
thy people  in  danger  naturally  infpire  >  but  I  cannot  give 
an  afylum  to  all  your  acquaintance.  You  expofe  your- 
felf  by  converfing  as  you  do,  in  a  houfe  like  this, 
with  a  perfon  of  fo  little  difcretion.  I  am  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  members  of  the  aflembly,  who  might  ftand 
a  chance  of  being  brought  into  trouble,  if  feen  to  en- 
ter this  hotel  while  it  contains  a  perfon  who  boafts  of 
having  yefterday  committed  afbs  of  violence.  I  beg 
you  will  defire  him  to  withdraw.'— Madam  Robert 
called  her  hufband ;  I  repeated  my  obfervations,  in 
rather  a  higher  tone,  becaufe  it  feemcd  to  me  that 
the  duller  perfonage  flood  in  need  of  a  ftronger  im- 
preflion  j  and  the  man  was  difmifled.    I  karnt  that  hb 
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name  was  Vacliaid ;  that  he  was  prefident  of  a  foclety, 
called  the  indigent  club ;  and  much  praife  was  bcftowed 
upon  his  excellent  qualines,  and  ardent  patriotifm.  I 
could  not  help  lamenting  inwardly  its  being  necefTary 
to  fet  a  value  upon  the  patriotifm  of  a  perfon  who  had 
every  appearance  of  what  is  termed  a  wrong-l-^aded 
man,  and  whofe  heart  I  fliould  not  have  imagined  to 
be  in  the  right  place.  I  have  fince  been  informed  that 
he  was  one  of  the  hawkers  of  Marat's  paper,  that  he 
had  never  learnt  to  read,  and  that  he  is  now  an  admi- 
niftrator  of  the  department  of  Paris,  where  he  makes 
a  very  good  figure  among  his  fellows. 

It  was  noon ;  and  M.  and  madam  Robert  talked  of 
going  home,  where  every  thing  mull  needs  be  in  con* 
fufion.  I  told  them,  that  fuch  being  the  cafe,  if  thej^ 
would  take  a  dinner  with  me  before  they  went,  I  would 
order  it  at  an  early  hour.  They  replied,  they  would 
rather  return,  and  engaged  themfelves  accordingly  as 
they  were  going  out  of  the  room.  Before  diree  o'clock 
they  made  their  appearance  again  in  full  drefs:  the 
wife  had  long  plumes  upon  her  head  and  plenty  of 
rouge  upon  her  cheeks:  the  hufband  had  put  on  a  fuit 
of  fky-blue  filk,  with  which  his  black  hair,  hanging 
down  his  fhoulders  in  large  curls,  formed  a  fingular  con- 
trail :  a  long  toledo  by  his  fide,  added  every  thing  to  his 
drefs,  that  could  ferve  to  make  him  remarkable. — 
*  Why,  my  god  !*  faid  I  to  myfelf:  *  are  thefe  people 
mad  ?'  and  I  liftened  to  their  difcourfe,  to  fatisfy  my- 
Tclf,  that  their  brains  were  not  really  turned.  The  fat 
and  pordy  Robert  ate  wonderfully  well ;  and  his  wife 
prattled  to  her  heart's  content.  At  length  they  took 
leave,  nor  did  I  ever  fee  them,  or  fpcak  of  them  af- 
terwards to  any  body, 
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On  our  return  to  Paris  the  following  winter,  Robert, 
meeting  Roland  at  the  Jacobins,  made  him  fome  civil 
reproaches,  or  polite  complaints,  on  account  of  our  hav- 
ing: broken  off  all  intercourfe  with  them ;  and  his  wife 
came  feveral  times  to  call  upon  me,  inviting  me  in  the 
moft  preffing  manner  to  go  to  her  houfe,  where  ihc  re- 
ceived company  twice  a  week,  and  where  I  fhould  be 
fure  to  meet  with  meritorious  members  of  the  legiflature. 
I  went  once,  and  there  I  found  Antoine,  with  whofe  me- 
diocrity I  was  well  acquainted,  a  little  man,  well  enough 
to  put  upon  a  toilette,  and  a  pretty  poetafter,  writing 
agreeably  upon  trifling  fubje6lSi  but  deftitute  of  every 
thing  like  fpirit  or  confiftency.  There  I  found  alfo  fe- 
veral other  members,  fworn  patriots,  and  feveral  women 
of  ardent  civifm,  who  with  fome  honourable  members  of 
the  fraternal  fociety,  completed  a  circle  which  fuited  me 
little,  and  to  which  I  never  returned. 

A  few  months   afterwards  Roland  was  called  to 
the  adminlftration  of  public  affairs.  Four-and-twenty 
hours    had    fcarcely    palled,    when    I    faw  madam 
Robert  walk  into  my  apartment. — ^  So,  your  huf-  | 
band  is  in  place:  well,  as  patriots  ought  to  ferve 
one  another,  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  mine.* — *  I  \ 
Ihould  be  very  happy,  madam,  to  render  you  any  fer-  I 
vice;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  be  in  my 
power :  M.  Roland,  however,  will  no  doubt  attend  to  : 
the  intereft  of  the  public  by  employing  pcrfons  of  capa- 
city.   In  four  days  time,  madam  Robert  returned  to  j 
pay  me  a  morning  vifit ;  and,  in  a  few  days  after,  ano-  i 
ther,  always  infifting  upon  the  neceflity  of  giving  her 
hufband  an  appointment,  and  upon  his  being  entided  to 
one  by  virtue  of  his  patriotifm.    I  informed  madam 
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Robert,  that  the  mlnifter  of  the  home-department  had 
no  kind  of  places  in  his  gift,  except  thofe  in  his  own  of- 
fice, which  were  all  filled:  that,  notwithftanding  the 
advantages  which  might  accrue  from  changing  feme 
of  his  agents,  it  behoved  a  prudent  man  to  ftud/ 
things  and  perfons,  previous  to  alterations,  left  the 
progrefs  of  the  public  bufinefs  fhould  be  impeded; 
and  that,  from  what  Ihe  had  faid  herfelf,  it  did 
not  feem  likely  her  hufoand  would  accept  a  clerk's 

place.  ^  Certainly  Robert  is  qualified  for  fome- 

thing  better.'  — '  In  that  cafe,  the  minifter  of  the 
home-department  can  do  nothing  to  ferve  you.' — ^  But 
he  can  fpeak  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  and  get 
fome  miffion  for  Robert.' — '  I  believe  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  ftridlnefs  of  M.  Roland's  principles  to  folicit  any 
thing,  or  to  interfere  in  the  departments  of  his  colleagues : 
but  as  you  probably  mean  nothing  more  than  the  bear- 
ing witnefs  to  your  huiband's  civifm,  I  will  mention  it 
to  mine.* 

Madame  Robert  laid  clofe  fiege  to  Dumouriez  and 
Briflbt :  and  three  weeks  after,  returned  to  tell  me,  that 
the  former  had  given  her  a  promife,  which  fhe  begged 
me  to  remind  him  of,  whenever  he  might  chance  to 
come  in  my  way. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  week  he  camie  to  dine  with  me, 
BriiTot  and  feveral  other  perfons  being  prefent. — '  Have 
you  not  promifed  a  certain  very  preiTing  lady,'  fliid 
I  to  Dumouriez,  '  to  give  her  hufband  a  place  ? 
She  has  requefted  me  to  remind  you  of  it ;  and 
fo  great  is  her  folicitude,  that  I  fliall  not  be  forry 
to  be  able  to  quiet  her  with  refpe6t  to  myfelfi  by 
telling  her,  that  I  have  done  what  fhe  defired.' — '  Is  it 
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not  Robert  you  mean?'  alked  Briffot  Immediately* 
— *  It  is/ — ^  Aye!'  refumed  he,  addrefllng  himfelf  to 
Dumouriez,  with  his  ufual  fimplicity  ;  *  you  ought  to 
give  that  man  an  appointment.  He  is  a  fincere  friend 
of  the  revolution,  a  ftrenuous  patriot,  and  not  very  eafy 
in  his  circumftances :  the  reign  of  liberty  ought  to  be 
beneficial  to  its  friends.' — *  What  ?'  faid  Dumouriez,  in- 
terrupting him,  with  great  good- humour  and  vivacity, 
*  are  you  fpeaking  of  that  little  black-headed  man,  as 
broad  as  he  is  long?  I  have  no  inclination,  faith,  to 
difgrace  myfelfj  and  fhould  be  forry  to  fend  fuch  a 

blockhead  any  where.*  *  But,'  replied  Briffot,  ^  in  the 

number  of  agents  you  have  occafion  to  employ,  all  do 
not  require  equal  capacity.' — ^  Pray,  are  you  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  Robert  ?*  faid  Dumouriez. — *  I  am 
very  well  acquainted  with  Keralio,  his  wife's  father,  a 
man  of  infinite  refpeftability,  and  at  his  houfe  I  have  feen 
Robert.  I  know  he  is  accufed  of  a  few  follies  s  but  I 
believe  him  to  be  an  honefl  man,  poflefled  of  an  excel- 
lent heart,  a6luated  by  the  true  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
Handing  in  need  of  employment.' — *  I  employ  no  fuch 
madmen.' — ^  But  you  promifed  his  wife  ?' — ^  Certainly: 
an  inferior  place,  with  a  falary  of  a  thoufand  crowns ; 
which  he  refufed.  Do  you  know  what  ihe  aflcs  ?  the 
embafTy  to  Conftantinople.'— ^  The  embaffy  to  Con- 
ftantinope!'  exclaimed  Briffot,  with  a  laugh:  Mmpof- 
fible  y — ^  It  is  fad,  however.' — ^  I  have  nothing  more 
to  fay.' — ^  Nor  I,'  added  Dumouriez :  *  except,  that 
I  will  order  that  hogfhead  to  be  rolled  into  the  ftreet, 
the  next  time  he  comes,  and  fhut  my  door  in  his  wife's 
face.' 

Madame  Robert  returned  once  more  to  the  charge. 
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I  wlflied  much  to  get  rid  of  her  without  coming  to  a 
quarrel,  and  could  find  but  one  way  that  was  confident 
with  my  natural  fi-anknefs.  As  flie  complained  bitterly 
of  Dumouriez,  on  account  of  his  tardinefs,  I  told  her 
I  had  fpoken  to  him  and  that  I  thought  it  incumbent 
t)n  me  to  let  her  know  fiie  had  enemies,  who  propagated 
ill  reports  concerning  her ;  that  I  would  advife  her 
to  trace  them  to  dieir  fource,  and  deftroy  them,  in  order 
that  a  man  in  a  public  capacity  might  not  expofe  him- 
felf  to  the  detraction  of  the  malevolent,  by  employing 
a  perfon  who  was  the  objedl  of  unfavourable  prejudices ; 
and  that  for  the  above  purpofe  nothing  was  wandng  but 
an  explanation,  which  I  exhorted  her  to  give.  Madame 
Robert  repaired  to  Briflbt,  who  ingenuoufly  told  her, 
tiiat  (lie  had  been  guilty  of  great  folly  in  aficing  for  an 
cmbaflTy,  and  that  people  with  fuch  ill-founded  preten- 
Cons  might  expe61:,  in  the  end,  to  get  nothing  at  all. 

We  faw  her  no  more :  but  her  hufband  wrote  a  pam- 
phlet againft  Briflbt,  to  denounce  him  as  a  difi:ributor  of 
places,  and  a  deceiver,  who  had  promiled  him  the  em- 
bafly  to  Conftantlnople,  and  then  forfeited  his  word. 
He  entered  into  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  courted  an 
acquaintance  with  Danton,  fuhmitted  to  be  his  clerk 
when  the  latter  became  minifler  on  the  loth  of  Augufl:, 
was  pufhed  by  him  into  the  electoral  body,  and  into  the 
deputation  from  Paris  to  the  convention,  paid  his  debts, 
lived  expenfively,  gave  entertainments  to  d'Orleans,  and 
a  thoufand  others,  is  now  rich,  calumniates  Roland,  and 
flanders  his  wife.  All  this  is  eafily  conceivable :  he  fol- 
lows his  trade,  and  earns  his  falary. 
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Champfort  and  Carra, 

Champfort,  a  man  of  letters,  living  in  the  fafhionable 
world,  familiar  with  the  great  people  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, and  conneded  with  men  of  talents  who  have  made 
a  figure  in  the  revolution,  is  acquainted  with  the  court 
and  the  city,  with  charadters  and  intrigues,  with  politics 
and  mankind,  ftill  better  than  with  the  age  in  which  he 
lives. 

Champfort  partook  of  that  extreme  confidence,  with 
which  I  have  always  reproached  the  philofophers  who 
have  a6led  a  part  in  the  new  order  of  things.  He  could 
not  believe  in  the  afcendancy  of  a  few  wrong-headed 
fellows,  nor  in  the  confufion  they  would  find  means  to 
create. — *  You  carry  things  to  an  extreme,'  he  would 
fay  to  me  fometimes :  ^  becaufe,  placed  in  the  centre  of 
movement,  you  fuppofe  its  fphere  of  adlion  exten- 
five.  It  appears  to  you  to  be  violent ;  and  you  there- 
fore confider  it  as  formidable.  Thefe  fellows  will  ruin 
themfelves  by  their  own  intemperance :  they  will  never 
be  able  to  extinguifh  the  light  of  eighteen  centuries.'— 
Thefe  fellows  rule  however;  and  Champfort  is  now  a 
prifoner,  with  all  thofe  v;ho  will  not  idolize  their  power. 

A  great  ftock  of  wit,  a  tolerable  portion  of  morality, 
the  graces  of  good  breeding,  the  acquirements  of  litera- 
ture, and  the  philofophy  of  a  found  and  cultivated  un- 
derftanding,  rendered  Champfort's  converfation  equally 
folid  and  entertaining.  At  firfl  I  thought  he  talked  too 
much  ;  and  I  accufed  him  of  that  exuberance  of  fpeech> 
and  that  fort  of  preponderance,  which  our  men  of  letters 
very  commonly  affume.    I  liked  him  better  in  a  feledt 
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foclety  of  five  or  fix  perfons,  than  in  a  mixed  company 
of  fifteen  or  twenty,  of  which  I  had  to  do  the  honours. 
But  after  all,  I  could  not  help  forgiving  him  for  fpeaking 
more  than  any  body  elfe,  becaufe  he  afforded  me  more 
amufement:  he  abounds  in  thofe  happy  fallies,  which 
produce  the  rare  efft6l  of  making  you  laugh  and  think 
at  the  fame  time. — ^  Do  you  believe  Champfort  to  be  a 
thoroughly  fincere  patriot  ?'  faid,  one  day,  a  man  of 
more  than  Spartan  aufterity. — '  Let  us  not  mifunderftand 
one  another,'  replied  I.    *  Champfort's  views  are  good, 
and  his  judgment  excellent :  he  has  a  found  underftand- 
ing,  and  is  never  wrong  as  to  principles :  he  acknow- 
ledges and  reveres  thofe  of  public  freedom,  and  human 
happinefs,  nor  will  he  betray  them.    But  would  he  fa- 
crifice  to  them  his  peace,  his  enjoyments,  and  his  life  ? 
That,  indeed,  is  quite  a  difi^erent  queftion ;  on  which,  I 
believe,  he  would  take  time  to  deliberate/ — *  It  is  plain 
then  that  he  is  not  a  virtuous  man.' — '  Why  he  is  vir- 
tuous, as  Ninna  was  chafte :  and  amidft  the  corruption 
which  preys  on  our  vitals,  it  would  be  lucky  for  us  if 
we  had  many  fuch  virtuous  men.' — Our  hypocrites  and 
enthufiafts  could  never  be  brought  to  underftand  that 
men  fhould  be  employed  according  to  the  compound 
ratio  of  their  talents  and  civifm^  fo  that  they  fliould  be 
I  interefted  in  employing  the  former  to  the  advantage  of 
i  the  latter.    I  have  feen  Servan  in  a  rage  on  finding  ex- 
cellent engineers,  whom  he  had  employed  in  the  camp 
near  Paris,  difmified,  under  pretence  of  their  not  being 
ardent  republicans,  while  fturdy  patriots,  fo  completely 
ignorant  as  not  to  know  how  to  draw  a  line,  were 
put  in  their  place. — ^  I  would  not  fend  for  them,'  faid 
be  very  juftly,  *  to  give  their  opinions  on  a  form  of  go- 
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vernment :  but  I  am  convinced  they  will  fervc  him  well 
who  knows  how  to  employ  them.  We  are  in  want  of 
redouhtSy  and  not  of  motions' — That  was  being  too  ra- 
tional: it  was  talking  like  the  fa5fion  of  ftatefmeriy  and 
thus  it  was,  men  of  intclled  acquired  the  title  of  cou" 
Jpiratcrs. 

When  Roland  was  recalled  to  the  miniftry  on  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  it  was  neceffary  to  change  the  dire<5bor  of  the 
national  library.  That  place  was  held  by  one  d'OrmeJforiy 
whofe  name  gave  umbrage  to  the  new  government,  and 
,  whofe  mediocrity  left  no  room  for  regret.   The  minifter 
of  the  home  department  thought  of  dividing  the  duties  of 
librarian  between  two  perfons  \  of  reducing  the  falary 
from  twelve  thoufand  livres  \i^>^o6\  a  year  to  eight 
[333l»  6s.  8d.]  j  and  of  making  it  a  rule  to  have  the 
library  open  every  dayj  fo  that  the  public  would  be 
a  gainer,  on  the  fcore  of  inftrudlion^  the  nation,  on 
that  of  ceconomy ;  and  the  government,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  two  ufeful  men.    In  the  choice  of  perfons,  he 
fixed  on  Champfort,  who,  as  a  man  of  letters  and  a  phi- 
lofopherj  had  openly  declared  for  the  revolution  ;  and  on 
Carra,  already  employed  in  the  library,  whofe  extreme 
zeal,  if  not  his  talents,  feemed  to  entitle  him  to  that  re- 
ward.   He  had  never  feen  either  of  them,  and  was 
determined  folely  by  thofe  confiderations,  to  which  was 
fuperadded,  the  necefTity  of  making  a  choice  agreeable 
to  the  public.    I  received  the  vifits  of  both  of  them,  in 
confequence  of  their  appointment,  and  their  neceffary 
intercourfe  widi  the  minifter  of  the  home  department; 
and  I  fnould  have  continued  to  fee  Champfort  with  plea- 
fure,  if  circumilances  had  not  kept  us  at  a  diftance  from 
each  other. 

Carra, 
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Carra,  when  he  became  a  deputy,  appeared  to  me  a 
very  good  kind  of  man,  with  a  very  indifferent  head. 
It  is  impoflible  to  be  more  enthufiaftic  in  favour  of  the 
revolution,  liberty,  and  a  commonwealth ;  or  a  worfe 
judge  of  men  and  things.  Giving  way  entirely  to  his 
imagination ;  making  his  calculations  accordingly,  inftead 
of  grounding  them  upon  fadls ;  arranging  in  his  mind  the 
interefts  of  foreign  powers  in  the  way  that  beft  fuited  our 
fuccefs  y  and  feeing  every  thing  in  the  moft  flattering  point 
of  view,  he  talked  of  his  country's  happinefs,  and  the 
emancipation  of  all  Europe,  with  inexprefTible  compla- 
cency. It  cannot  be  denied,  that  he  contributed  greatly 
to  our  political  commotions,  and  to  the  infurreflions  of 
which  the  objedl  was  the  overthrow  of  tyranny.  His 
Annals  fucceeded  wonderfully  with  the  populace,  by 
means  of  a  certain  prophetic  ftyle,  which  always  has 
weight  with  the  vulgar.  When  we  behold  fuch  a  man 
brought  to  trial,  as  a  traitor  to  the  republic,  we  are 
tempted  to  afk,  whether  Robefpierre  be  not  doing  the 
work  of  Auftria.  But  it  is  evident,  that  he  is  labouring 
for  himfelf ;  and  that,  in  his  infatiate  ambition  to  pafs 
for  the  fole  deliverer  of  France,  he  would  wifli  to  an- 
nihilate all  thofe  who  have  gained  any  thing  like  fame 
QX  reputation  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 


DORAT-CUBIERES 

:  Is  a  name  I  had  fo  often  fecn  in  the  Almanac  of  the 
and  other  compilations  of  equal  importance,  that 
•  M4  I  could 
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I  could  not  help  laughing,  when  I  found  it  conne£ted 
V/'ich  the  tide  of  fecretary-regifler  of  the  municipality.  It 
feenied  an  abfurdiry  j  and  fo  indeed  it  was.  Cubieres, 
faithful  to  that  double  chara6ler  of  infolence  and  bafenefs, 
which  his  forbidding  countenance  wears  in  a  fupremc  ^ 
degree,  preaches  fans-fulctifm  as  he  hailed  the  graces, 
writes  verfes  upon  Marat  as  he  did  upon  Iris,  and  fan- 
guinary,  as  he  was  before  apparently  amorous,  without 
feeling  any  impulfe  of  the  paffions,  he  proftrates  himfelf 
humbly  before  the  idol  of  the  day,  be  it  Venus  or  be  it 
Tantalus.  Provided  he  creep  through  life,  and  get  bread, 
what  can  it  fignify  how ;  yefterday  it  was  by  writing 

a  fcnnet  to  his  midrefs's  eye-brow,'*  to-day  it  is  by  \ 
copying  a  report,  or  fignlng  an  order  of  police. 

Getting,  fomehow  or  other,  admifiion  into  my  houfc, 
when  my  hufDand  v»'as  minifter,  I  knew  him  only  as  a 
wit,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  fnewing  him  fome  little 
civility.    Pie  dined  with  me  twice  :  the  firft:  time  I 
thought  him  odd ,  the  fecond,  infupportable :  an  infipid 
fycophant,  a  fulfome  flatterer,  llupidly  conceited,  and 
meanly  polite ;  he  is  more  at  variance  with  good  fenfe 
and  reafon  than  any  other  being  I  ever  faw.    I  foon  felc 
the  neceflity  of  giving  to  my  open  manner  that  air  of 
fjlemnity  which  lets  a  perfon,  of  whom  we  wifh  to  get 
rid,  knov/  v/hat  he  has  to  do.    Cubieres  took  the  hint; 
but  fome  time  after  he  wrote  to  me  notwithftanding,  to 
beg  permifTion  to  introduce  a  prince,  who  was  defirous 
of  being  admitted  to  my  acquaintance.    He  dwelt  on 
tlie  tide  of  prince  in  a  manner  truly  laughable;  and 
added  the  moll  difgufting  praifes  of  my  perfon.    I  an- 
fv/ercd  as  I  ufually  do  when  I  wifh  to  call  people  to 
order  without  putung  them  in  a  pafTion,  and  to  make  a 

jeft 
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jeft  of  them  without  giving  them  a  right  to  complain. 
As  to  the  prince,  and  his  introdu6lion,  1  contented  myfclf 
with  obferving,  that,  in  the  retired  life  I  led,  a  ftranger 
to  every  thing  that  might  be  termed  a  circle,  and  avoid- 
ing company  as  much  as  poilible,  I  made  it  a  rule  to 
receive  only  fuch  perfons  as  biifinefs,  or  long  habits  of 
friendlhip,  made  my  hufband  wifh  to  fee  now  and  then  at 
his  table.  Cubieres  fenc  me  in  return  excufes  as  tedious 
as  his  eulcgium,  and  requeftcd  a  fmgle  moment  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  at  my  feet.  I  made  him  no  anfwer,  nor 
did  I  ever  throw  away  a  thought  upon  him,  till  the  day 
I  was  apprehended,  when  I  perceived  his  fignature  to 
the  order  of  the  commune ;  for  there  were  two :  one 
from  the  committee  of  infurreclion  of  the  3  ill  of 
May,  the  other  from  the  commune.  Both  v;ere  (hewn 
to  me,  left  I  fhculd  objed  to  that  of  the  committee: 
and  yet  the  latter  was  the  only  one  exhibited  by  my 
guards  to  the  keeper  of  the  Abbey,  whither  I  was  con- 
veyed. 

The  requeft  of  Cubieres  had  led  m.e  to  fufped  fomc 
hidden  views  of  intereft,  and  I  diverted  my  hufband  at 
the  time  by  a  recital  of  what  had  pafTed.  I  learned  after- 
wards, that  the  prince  of  Salm-Kirbourg,  the  perfon  in 
queftion,  was  then  importuning  the  minifters,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  the  council  an  indemnification  of  fome 
fort  or  other  for  his  pofTefTions  in  Alface.  Hence  I  con- 
cluded that  I  had  guelTed  aright,  and  that  the  defire  of 
feeing  me  had  arifen  folely  from  an  idea  that  the  new 
fyftem  might  refemblc  the  old,  when  women  were  pre- 
vailed upon  to  aflc  favours  of  their  hufbands.  I  gave 
inyfelf  credit  for  my  conduct,  and  found  in  this  anecdote 
^  frefli  trait  of  the  character  of  Cubieres,    It  would  be 

ferving 


(   I70  ) 

fervlng  him  properly  to  publifh  his  fervile  letters,  as 
contrafts  to  his  afFedlation  of  franknefs  and  a  love  of  li- 
berty. I  fhculd  have  polTefled  curious  pieces  of  that 
fort,  if  I  had  prefcrved  all  the  trafh  I  have  received. 
How  many  relations  and  admirers,  of  whom  I  had  never 
heard  before,  fprang  up  all  at  once,  when  I  became  the 
wife  of  a  minifter ! — As  I  admitted  no  company,  they 
wrote  to  me;  and  I  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  read  their 
letters  j  which  I  anfwered  briefly  and  politely,  but  with 
great  franknefs,  in  order  to  leave  them  no  room  to  fup- 
pofe  that  I  either  could  or  would  interfere  in  any  thing, 
and  to  convince  them  of  the  perfect  inutility  of  paying 
me  compliments,  or  calling  themfelves  my  relations. 

The  moft  curious  circumftance  is,  that  fome  of  thele 
people  were  angry,  and  made  me  very  ungracious  re- 
plies. I  remember  one  M.  David,  who  had  planned 
fome  eftablifl:iment,  in  favour  of  which  he  folicited  my  in- 
tereft.  It  availed  me  nothing  to  anfwer,  that  he  would 
accomplifh  his  purpofe  by  applying  direftly  to  the  mi- 
nifter i  that  my  interference  could  be  of  no  ufe ;  and  that 
I  never  employed  it,  as  it  would  be  fetting  myfelf  up  for 
a  judge  of  matters  quite  out  of  my  way  :  he  confidered 
my  principles  as  abominable,  and  wrote  to  me  in  a  very 
angry  ftilc. 

Thus  in  private  v/as  I  perfecuted  for  my  perfeverance 
in  confining  myfelf  to  my  own  fphere  j  and  in  public  I  was 
aflailed  by  envy,  as  if  I  had  been  governing  the  ftate. 
And  yet  people  think  it  very  pkafmg  and  defirable  to  fill 
places  of  eminence  !  No  doubt  the  wife  of  a  good  man 
devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  public,  who  is  proud  of 
his  virtues,  and  feels  herfclf  capable  of  fupporting  his 
courage,  has  her  gratifications,  and  derives  enjoyment 

from 
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from  his  glory;  but  thefe  pleafurcs  are  not  obtained 
gratuitoufly,  and  few  are  the  people  who  could  pay  the 
price  they  coft,  without  regretting  the  purchafe. 


ANECDOTES. 

When  I  was  brought  to  the  Abbey,  the  family  of 
Defilles  was  llill  there;  but  was  foon  after  removed  to 
the  Conciergerie,  whence  feveral  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  confpiracy  in  Brittany  were  conducled  to 
the  fcafFold.  Angelica  Defilles,  the  wife  of  Roland  de 
la  Fouchais,  the  fimilarity  of  whofe  name  to  mine  led  one 
of  my  friends  into  fomc  curious  blunders  in  an  attempt 
to  carry  me  off,  was  one  of  the  vidlims.  Her  fifters 
were  acquitted,  and  ought  confequently  to  have  enjoy- 
ed their  liberty;  but,  as  a  meafure  of  general  fafcty, 
they  were  again  taken  into  cuftody,  and  conveyed  to 
St.  Pelagie.  I  found  them  there,  and  converfed  with 
them  feveral  times.  They  were  young,  amiable,  and 
polite  women,  the  elder  of  whom,  a  widow  of  twenty- 
feven^  was  neither  deftitute  of  perfonal  charms  nor  energy 
of  mind ;  the  younger  was  in  a  very  precarious  fbate  of 
health.  At  firft,  overwhelmed  with  grief,  they  appeared 
likely  to  fink  under  it:  but  being  both  mothers  of  help- 
lefs  children,  to  whom  their  exiftence  was  neceflary,  they 
called  up  all  their  courage. 

They  mentioned  to  me  repeatedly  the  bafe  treachery 
of  Cheftel,  a  man  of  wit,  well  known  at  Paris,  where  he 

pra6life$ 
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prafllfes  phyfic,  a  Breton  by  birth,  who  had  infmu- 
ated  himfelf  into  the  moft  intimate  confidence  of  their 
father,  was  acquainted  with  his  wiflies,  and  appeai'ed  to 
favour  his  fchemes;  but,  connected  at  the  fame  time 
with  Danton,  he  received  through  his  means  a  commif- 
fion  from  the  executive  power,  repaired  to  Brittany,  to 
pay  court  to  his  friend,  took  up  his  abode  at  his  country 
houfe,  received  entertainments  from  his  relations,  encou- 
raged his  defigns,  and  gave  them  freOi  adivity  by  his 
affiltance.  At  the  moment  that  appeared  moft  conve- 
nient, he  fecretly  informed  againft  him,  and  fent  for 
perfons  who  were  in  waiting  to  take  him  into  cuftody. 

DefiUes  efcaped.  But  all  his  family  were  appre- 
hended ;  his  efFedls  were  fealed  up,  and  a  ftrid  fcarch 
was  made  in  all  the  places  which  might  ferve  to  conceal 
his  correfpondence,  and  which  Cheftel  had  pointed  out. 
The  young  women,  who  ftill  thought  him  a  friend  to  the 
family,  begged  his  advice,  and  implicitly  followed  his 
diredions.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  with  a  purfe  of 
two  hundred  louis  intended  for  their  father,  they  put  it 
into  his  hands,  ordered  the  beft  horfe  in  the  ftable  to  be 
faddled,  and  prefled  Cheftel  to  make  his  efcapc.  He 
made  a  fhew  of  being  determined  to  (hare  their  fate  i 
accompanied  them  accordingly,  but  not  asaprifoner; 
and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  commander  of  the 
armed  force,  that  had  charge  of  the  prifoners,  to  bring 
them  by  day  into  the  great  towns.  '  Surely  you  are  not 
in  earneft,'  faid  the  officer  j  *  it  would  endanger  their 
lives.* 

They  arrived  at  Paris.   The  trial  commenced.  The 
name  of  Cheftel  was  erafed  from  the  correfpondence, 
becaufe  he  had  difclofed  the  plot  3  and  the  poor  vi6lims 
7  then 
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then  dlfcovercd  the  ferpent  they  had  foftcred  in  their 
bofom.  Tried,  acquitted,  detained  notwithftanding,  and 
deftitute  of  money,  the  two  young  women  rccolkfted 
the  purfe  of  gold.  They  confided  the  circumftance  to 
a  man  of  courage  and  probity,  who  went  to  Cheftel,  and 
demanded  the  two  hundred  louis.  Cheftel,  taken  by 
furprife,  at  firft  denied  the  fa6l ;  but,  terrified  at  the 
firmnefs  of  the  demander,  who  threatened  to  expofe  him 
to  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  he  Hammered  out  a  confef- 
fion  of  the  receipt  of  half  that  fum,  and  repaid  it  in  af- 
fignats,  but  not  till  after  repeated  interviews. 

Cheftel,  formerly  phyfician  to  madam  Elizabeth*, 
affiduous  in  purfuit  of  fortune,  had  in  like  manner  gained 
the  confidence  of  a  wealthy  individual,  whofe  name  I 
believe  to  be  Paganel,  or  fomething  like  it,  and  who, 
among  other  pofTefiions,  has  immenfc  eftates  in  Limoufin. 
Paganel,  defirous  of  emigrating,  to  fhelter  himfelf  from 
the  ftorms  of  the  revolution,  made  a  fiditious  fale  of  his 
property  to  Cheftel.  He  fet  off,  and  depended  upon 
the  income,  which  was  to  be  remitted  to  him  by  his 
faithful  friend ;  but  Cheftel  kept  it  for  himfelf,  and  enjoys 
with  Danton  the  pleafures  of  an  opulence,  which  both 
have  acquired  by  fimilar  means. 

At  length  repeated  folicitations,  afTifted,  perhaps,  by 
more  prevailing  arguments,  procured  the  two  fillers  their 
liberty.  I  faw  them  depart :  but  I  did  not  know  their 
fecret  on  that  head.  I  have  juft  feen  Caftellane,  how- 
ever, purchafe  his  enlargement,  at  the  price  of  thirty 
thoufand  livres  [£'i2^o'],  paid  to  Chabot.  Dillon  got 
out  of  the  Magdelonettes  in  the  fame  manner.  Both 

•  the  king's  fifter.  Tran/. 

were 
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were  Involved  In  the  charge  of  a  counter-revolutionary 
plot.  This  very  moment,  Auguft  22,  I  have  before  my 
eyes  a  certain  Mademoifelle  B riant,  a  kept  girl,  who 
lives  at  N*"*  207,  Goitre  Saint-Benoit^  and  whofe  keeper 
IS  a  forger  of  aflignats.  Having  been  informed  againft, 
apparent  endeavours  were  made  to  apprehend  him  ;  but 
a  fhower  of  gold  poured  into  the  hands  of  the  admini- 
ftrators.  The  man  who  fends  out  the  armed  force  em- 
ployed to  feek  and  take  him  into  cuftody,  knows  where 
he  is  concealed ;  his  miftrefs  is  apprehended  for  form's 
fake ;  the  adminiftrators,  who  appear  to  come  in  order  to 
examine  her,  bring  her  accounts  of  her  keeper  j  and  very 
foon  they  will  both  enjoy  their  liberty,  fince  they  have 
wherewithal  to  pay  for  it. 

Fouqier-Tainville,  public  accufer  to  the  revolutionary 
tribunal,  notorious  for  his  diffolute  life  and  impudence  in 
drawing  up  articles  of  impeachment  without  caufe,  is  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  money  from  the  perfons  accufcd. 
Madam  Rochechouart  paid  him  eighty  thoufand  livres 
^•3333]  Mony  the  emigrant.  Fouqier-TainvlUc 
pocketed  the  fumj  Mony  was  executed;  and  madam 
Rochechouart  was  given  to  underftand  that,  if  fhe  faid  a 
word  about  the  matter,  flie  would  be  inftantly  immured, 
never  more  to  behold  the  face  of  day.  Is  it  poflible  ? 
the  reader  will  exclaim. — Well!  hear  more.  In  the 
hands  of  a  late  prefident  of  the  department  of  the  Eure 
two  letters  exift,  from  Lacroix  the  deputy,  formerly 
judge-fifcal  of  Anet.  One  contains  an  engagement  for 
five  hundred  thoufand  livres  [;£. 20833],  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchafe  of  national  domains :  the  other  is  to  with- 
draw the  engagement,  and  flop  the  purchafe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  decree  which  obliges  members  of  the  con- 
vention 
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ventlon  to  account  for  any  increafe  of  their  fortune  fince  the 
revolution.  But  this  decree  has  been  laid  afleep  fince  the 
troublefome  twenty-two  were  expelled;  and  Lacroix 
poffefles  eftates  as  well  as  Danton,  after  having  pillaged 
in  the  fame  manner. 

A  Dutchman  went  lately  to  the  commune  of  Paris, 
for  a  paflport  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  own  coun- 
try. It  was  refufed.  The  Dutchman  made  no  com- 
plaint ;  but,  feeing  which  way  the  wind  blew,  took  out 
his  pocket-book,  and  laid  an  afTignat  of  a  hundred  crowns 
upon  the  defk.  The  language  was  well  iinderftood,  and 
he  received  his  pafTport. 

Here  Marat  will  be  quoted  to  me,  in  whofe  houfe,  at 
his  deceafe,  according  to  the  public  papers,  no  more  than 
a  fingle  aflignat  of  twenty-five  fols  [is.  od.v]  was  found. 
What  edifying  poverty !  Let  us,  however,  caft  an  eye 
upon  his  lodgings :  it  is  a  lady,  who  is  going  to  defcribe 
them.    Her  hufband,  a  member  of  the  revolutionary 
tribunal,  is  confined  in  the  prifon  of  la  Force,  for  differ- 
ing in  opinion  from  the  ruling  powers ;  and  fhe  has  been 
fent  to  St.  Pclagie,  as  a  meafure  of  fafety,  it  is  faid ;  but 
probably  becaufe  the  adllve  felicitations  of  this  little  wo- 
man from  the  fouth  were  dreaded.    She  is  a  native  of 
Touloufe,  and  poflefTes  all  the  vivacity  of  the  ardent  cli- 
.mate  under  which  fhe  firft  drew  breath.    Being  ftrongly 
attached  to  a  handfome  coufin,  fl^e  was  rendered  quite 
difconfolate  by  his  apprehenfion,  which  took  place  a  few 
months  ago.    She  had  given  herfclf  much  pains  to  no 
purpofc,  and  knew  not  to  whom  to  apply,  when  fhe  thought 
of  trying  the  efFe6t  of  a  vifit  to  Marat.    She  afked  to 
fpeak  with  him,  and  was  told  he  was  not  at  home: 
but  he  heard  a  female  voice,  and  came  out  of  his  own 
4  accord. 
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accord.   Fie  had  boots  on,  without  ftockings,  aq  old  pair 
of  leather  breeches,  and  a  white  filk  walftcoat.   His  dirty 
Ihirt,  open  at  the  bofom,  exhibited  his  Ikin  of  yellow 
hue ;  while  his  long  and  dirty  nails  difplayed  themfelves 
at  his  fingers  ends,  and  his  horrid  face  accorded  perfectly 
with  his  fordid  drefs.    He  took  the  lady  by  the  hand; 
led  her  into  a  parlour  newly  fitted  up,  furniflied  with 
blue  and  white  damafk,  and  decorated  with  filk  curtains 
elegantly  drawn  up  in  feftoons,  with  a  fplcndid  chande- 
lier, and  with  handfome  porcelain  jars  filled  with  natural 
flowers,  then  fcarce,  and  of  high  price    fat  down  by  her 
fide  on  a  voluptuous  fopha ;  liftened  to  her  tale ;  ex- 
prefifed  his  concern;  kiffcd  her  hand;  fqueezed  her 
knees  a  little ;  and  promifed  her,  that  her  coufin  fliould 
be  enlarged. — ^  I  would  have  let  him  go  any  length  he 
liked,'  faid  the  little  woman,  gaily,  in  her  fouthern  ac- 
cent, *  upon  condition  of  his  reftoring  me  my  coufin — I 
Ihould  only  have  been  obliged  to  bathe  myfelf  after- 
wards/   That  very  evening  Marat  went  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  her  coufin  left  the  Abbey  on  the  following 
day.    But  ere  four  and  twenty  hours  had  paflTed,  the 
friend  of  the  people  wrote  to  the  hufband,  fending  him  a 
perfon  who  ftood  in  need  of  a  certain  favour,  which  it 
would  not  have  been  fafe  to  refufe. 

M.  Dumas,  a  natural  philofopher  by  profeflion,  or 
rather  a  pedant  by  trade,  waited  upon  the  famous 
committee  of  public  fafety,  fome  time  m  the  month  of 
June,  in  order  to  make  fome  very  important  propofals. 
He  offered  to  reconnoitre  the  army  of  the  rebels  in  la 
Vendee,-  and  to  give  an  exact  account  of  its  fituation  and 
numbers ;  circumilances  concerning  which  we  have  re- 
mained in  the  utmoft  ignorance,  even  fince  the  com- 
mencement 
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mencement  of  the  war.   M.  Dumas  undertook  to  infpcft 
the  whole  mod  accurately,  by  talking  a  bird's  eye  view 
of  it  from  a  bailoon. — '  Why,  indeed,  it  is  an  ingenious 
thought,*  faid  fome  of  the  profound  politicians  of  the 
committee. — *  Yes/  replied  citizen  Dumas :   ^  and  it 
may  be  put  into  immediate  execution.    I  know  of  a 
balloon,  which  is  lying,  with  all  its  appendages,  in  the 
hotel  of  an  emigrant ;  fo  that  the  mticn  need  not  be  at  the 
expenceof  the  purchafe.' — Bravo  !  He  then  proceeded  to 
give  the  neceflary  information,  which  was  received  with 
tranfport,  and  officially  forwarded  to  the  minifter  of  the 
home  department,  that  he  might  fend  for  the  balloon 
without  delay.    The  minifter 's  people  took  the  field, 
and  made  a  forced  march  to  the  cmiigrant's  hotel.  It 
was  an  inn,  and  the  apartment  he  had  occupied  one  little 
room,  where  not  a  rag  remained.    A  report  was  made 
in  confequcnce ;  the  committee  was  diftreiTed  beyond 
meafure ;  Dumas  was  clamorous ;  and  a  frefh  injundioa 
was  laid  upon  the  minifter,  requirir.g  him  to  make  ftri6l:er 
fearch  after  the  balloon.    On  this  the  minifter  held  a 
confultation  with  his  principal  clerk,  and  decifive  mea- 
fures  were  refolved  upon.    A  letter  was  written  to  the 
department ;  the  department  turned  the  bufinefs  over  to 
the  municipality;  and  the  municipality  referred  it  to 
the  adminiftrators  of  police.    Here  the  matter  ended 
with  the  public  fundlionaries    and  I  laughed  heartily  at 
the  Abbey  with  Champagneux,  who  wrote  the  minifte- 
rial  letter,  at  the  charlatanry  of  the  brazen-faced  Dumas, 
the  ftupidity  of  the  committee,  the  complaifance  of  the 
minifter,  and  the  whole  of  this  long  litany  of  follies ;  but 
I  met  with  the  fequel  of  the  ftorv  at  St.  Pclame. 

Citizen  J/dert,  one  of  the-admiiiiftrators  of  the  police, 

N  and 
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^nd  one  alfo  of  thofc  who  figned  the  contradldlory  orders 
for  apprehending  and  fetting  me  at  liberty,  a  true  feftion 
orator,  of  grent  corpulence,  thundering  voice,  awkward 
gait,  and  forbidding  countenance,  found  out  a  certain 
mademoifelle  Lallement,  a  fine  tall  girl  of  fifteen,  kept 
by  St.  Croix,  an  emigrant  officer,  who  was  a  dependent, 
if  I  recolledl:  aright,  of  PhiHp  d  Orleans.  She  was  taken 
up,  and  fent  to  St.  Pelagie,  and  in  her  apartment  were 
found  the  cover  of  a  balloon,  the  net,  and  every  thing 
elfe  belonging  to  it.  This  was  the  very  prize  defcribed 
by  Dumas  but  the  committee  had  forgotten  the  expe- 
dient j  the  philofopher  had  loft  all  hopes  of  making 
himfelf  of  confequence ;  the  mjnlfter  cared  little  about 
the  refult  of  the  orders  he  had  given ;  and  the  admini- 
flrators  had  no  objection  to  take  poflefiion  of  a  thing 
that  was  now  become  valuable. 

The  youthful  Lallement's  charms  made  an  imprefiion 
on  the  heart  of  Jubert,  who  had  laid  his  hands  upon 
feveral  of  her  eife6ls,  feized  Sainte-Croix's  portrait,  and 
thought  her  a  fool  for  pretending  to  be  fiithful  to  her 
keeper.  At  length  imagining,  that  kindnefs  v/ould  ren- 
der her  more  tra6lable,  he  procured  an  order  for  her 
enlargement,  came  to  fetch  her  in  a  carriage,  condudted 
her  to  her  lodgings,  ordered  a  dinner,  reftored,  with 
great  reluctance,  the  portrait  of  Saintc-Croix,  of  \^^hich 
he  had  put  out  the  eyes,  and  then  laid  claim  to  his  re- 
ward. The  young  girl  laughed  at  his  pretenfions,  as 
well  as  at  his  way  of  making  love,  fiiev^ed  him  the  door, 
and  repaired  to  the  police-office,  to  upbraid  him  publicly 
with  his  attempts,  and  claim  the  other  effe6ls  that  had 
been  taken  away.  The  adventure  made  fome  noife ;  but 
Jubert's  colleagues  arc  not  likely  to  condemn  it ;  and  it 

paffcd 
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paiTcd  along  with  a  multitude  of  others,  flill  more  dif- 
gufting  or  atrocious,  of  which  the  legiflators  of  the  2d 
of  June  daily  fee  the  example  to  all  the  conftituted  au- 
thorities. 

Auguft  22. 

To-DAY  a  mifunderftanding  has  broken  out  between 
the  tyrants.  Hebert,  difiatisfied  at  not  being  appointed 
minifler,  fcts  his  father  Duchefne  *  upon  the  ringleaders 
of  the  faction,  falls  foul  upon  the  fortune-making  pa- 
triots, names  Lacroix,  and  is  paving  the  way  for  an  at- 
tack upon  Danton.  Danton,  more  villainous  than  any 
of  them,  but  more  circumfpe6t,  endeavouring  to  keep 
Tome  meafure  in  the  condu6l  of  public  affairs,  is  already 
ftyled  a  mcdere :  the  committee  of  public  fafety  ab- 
hors his  fociety ;  the  jeajous  Robefpierre  holds  forth 
againft  him ;  and  the  cordeliers  and  jacobins  are  on  the 
point  of  coming  to  a  rupture.  What  a  noble  fpeclacle 
is  preparing  for  us  miferable  vi6lims :  the  tygers  are 
about  to  worry  one  another ;  and  perhaps  will  forget  us, 
unlefs  agonizing  rage  impel  them  to  exterminate  us  all 
before  their  own  defeat. 

Chabot  is  defirous  of  tranfporting  all  fufpeded  per- 
fons :  of  courfe  the  wives  of  Fetion  and  Roland^  confined 
under  that  appellation,  are  threatened  with  a  voyage  to 
Cayenne.    What  a  charming  deftination  ! 

*  Tlie  title  of  a  daily  paper  replete  with  oath  and  vulgarity,  of 
which  Hebert  was  the  author.  Tranf. 
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September  2p 

Do  not  my  ears  deceive  me  ?— What  \  that  wretched 
woman  who  lived  unknown  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country,  and  who  came  to  Paris  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
folicidng  her  daughter's  enlargement,  is  condemned  ta 
die  ? — How  vlllanous  is  fuch  a  condemnation  \ 

Petion's  profcription  as  a  royalift,  was  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  the  laft  revolution.  His  wife,  whom  the  ftiafts 
of  calumny  had  never  reached,  had  retired  to  Fecamp, 
among  her  own  relations,  there  to  wait  in  filence  and  re- 
tirement for  happier  days  5  fhe  was  going  to  fet  off  for 
the  fea-fide,  that  her  fon,  a  fine  boy  of  ten  years  of  age, 
and  the  fole  fruit  of  her  marriage,  might  have  the  benefit 
of  a  falt-water  bath.  She  was  taken  up,  and  imprifoned 
with  her  child  j  and  both  have  fince  been  brought  to 
Paris,  and  confined  at  St.  Pelagic.  Daily  examples 
teach  the  wives  of  the  profcribed  to  expefb  perfecution ; 
and  Perion's  has  fufficient  (Irength  of  mind  to  fupport 
her  own  misfortunes  without  murmuring;  but  the  ficua- 
tion  of  her  fon  afflifls  her,  as  equally  detrimental  to  liis 
health  and  education.  She  was  dcfirous  of  trying  the 
cfFeft  of  folicitations ;  but  how  could  Ihe  render  them 
interefting  ?  How  was  audience  to  be  obtained  ?  —  She 
wrote  to  her  mother,  who  lived  at  Chartres,  requefting 
her  to  urge  her  prayer  in  fuch  a  way  as  became  the  feel- 
ings of  the  maternal  mind.  Her  mother  came ;  repaired 
to  the  bar  of  the  convention ;  prefented  her  pedtion  with 
a  flood  of  tears;  wai  referred  to  the  committee;  and 
waited  upon  all  the  members  who  compofed  it.  Some 
of  them  feemed  to  give  her  hope,  but  from  the  greater 
number  fhe  experienced  a  very  unfavourable  reception. 
The  inutility  of  her  folicitations  becoming  evident,  fhe 
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rcfolved  to  depart,  and  repaired  to  her  feftlon,  to  get  her 
pafTport  figned.  There  fhe  was  denounced  and  taken 
into  CLiftody.  She  was  then  carried  before  the  mayor  :  a 
man  who  refided  in  the  hotel  where  flie  had  taken  up 
her  abode,  fwore  to  her  having  faid  that  the  French  flood 
in  need  of  a  king:  two  hired  witnefTcs,  natives  of  Liege, 
and  deferters,  gave  the  like  teftimony ;  fhe  was  con- 
demned to  lofe  her  head,  and  is  now  on  her  way  to  the 
fcafFold. 

I  fav/  the  unfortunate  woman  feveral  times,  when 
flie  came  to  keep  her  daughter  company.  Madam  Le- 
fevre  was  in  her  fifty-feventh  year:  fhe  had  been  hand- 
fome,  and  her  features  flill  retained  fome  traces  of 
their  former  regularity :  flie  had  alfo  preferved  an  eafy 
ihape,  and  a  beautiful  head  of  hair.  As  the  defire  of 
pleafing  had  occupied  the  greater  part  of  her  life,  but 
had  not  led  her  to  acquire  any  accomplifhment,  there 
was  nothing  about  her,  but  the  remains  of  her  former 
pretenfions,  and  no  fmall  fbare  of  felf-iove,  which  was 
perceptible  on  every  occafion.  She  had  no  political 
opinion:  indeed  fhe  was  incapable  of  forming  one,  for 
fhe  could  not  reafon  two  minutes  together  on  any  fub- 
jedl  whatever.  It  is  pofiible,  than,  in  a  converfation 
excited  by  ill-defigning  people,  fhe  may  have  faid,  that 
fhe  did  not  care  whether  there  were  a  king  or  not, 
provided  there  were  but  peace ;  or  words  of  a  like 
kind  may  have  been  laid  hold  of,  in  order  to  bring  her 
to  trial.  But  who  does  not  perceive  in  this  falle  and  atro- 
cious application  of  the  law,  an  intention  to  mi  (lead  the 
people,  by  making  them  fuppofe  the  family  of  Petion 
foyalifk,  and  the  pcrfecution  it  fuffers  confequently  jiiit  ? 

N  3  Dreadful 
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Dreadful  days  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  we  not  only 
fee  your  horrors  revived,  but  multiplied  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  our  tyrants  and  their  favourites  !  This 
wretched  people,  whofe  morals  are  deftroyed  and 
whofe  inftinft  is  perverted,  thirds  after  blood  ;  and  every 
thing  except  juftice,  is  employed  to  fatisfy  its  demand. 
I  have  feen  in  the  prifons,  during  the  four  months  that 
I  have  been  their  inhabitant,  malefaftors  purpofely  for- 
gotten ;  and  yet  what  hade  is  made  to  inflid  the  penalty 
of  death  on  madam  Lefevre,  not  becaufe  flie  has  com- 
mitted any  crime,  but  becaufe  fhe  is  guilty  of  haying  for 
her  fon-in-law,  the  worthy  Petion,  whom  the  tyrants 
deteft ! 

I  can  conceive  nothing  more  ridiculous  than  the  kna- 
vifli  impudence  with  w^hich  the  advantages  of  a  con- 
ftitution  decreed  with  equal  zeal  and  rapidity  are  ex- 
tolled. But  did  not  the  very  people,  who  produced  it, 
decree  immediately  after,  that  France  was,  and  remained, 
in  a  date  of  revolution  ?  and  may  not  the  conditution  be 
conddered  as  abortive,  fmce  no  part  of  it  is  put  in 
force  ?  What  benefit  then  do  we  derive  from  it  ?  It  is 
a  dead  letter,  which  ferves  only  to  atted  the  impudence 
of  thofe,  who  wifli  to  make  a  merit  of  it,  without  car- 
ing  whether  we  tade  the  fweets  of  it.  or  no. 

The  multitude  who  accepted  k  Vvithout  examina- 
tion, merely  through  weaknefj  and  indolence,  from  the 
hope  of  feeing  peace,  v/liich  they  would  not  take  the 
pains  to  deferve,  are  well  rewarded  for  their  apathy. 
Unfortunately  it  is  with  nations  and  their  adairs,  as 
with  individuals  and  their  undertakings :  the  folly  and 
feftrs  of  the  many  lead  to  the  triumph  of  viliany,  and  to 
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the  ruin  of  good  men.  Pofterity  will  put  every  one  in 
his  place  ;  but  it  is  in  the  temple  of  memory.  Themif- 
toclesdied  ncverthelefs  in  exile,  Socrates  in  prifon,  and 
Sylla  in  his  bed. 

September  26. 

The  decree,  that  oniers  the  adl  of  impeachment 
againft  BrilTot  to  be  prefented  to-morrow,  was  paffed 
in  the  fame  fitting,  in  which  it  was  propofed  to  fliorten 
the  forms  of  trial  before  the  revolutionary  court,  and 
in  which  the  four  fedlions  of  that  tribunal  were  or- 
ganifed :  fo  that  the  means  of  proceeding  to  judgment 
are  multiplied,  fentence  is  enjoined  to  be  pafTcd  more 
fpeedily,  and  the  defence  of  the  accufed  is  circum- 
Icribed,  at  the  very  moment,  when  it  is  refolved  to 
deftroy  BrifTot,  and  the  reft  of  the  imprifoned  deputies, 
that  is  to  fay,  thofe  men  of  talents,  who  might  odier- 
wife  have  confounded  their  accufers. 

Four  months  have  paffcd,  without  its  having  been 
poffible  to  fabricate  that  a6l  of  accufation,  the  drawing 
up  of  which  has  been  decreed  fcveral  times  over  in 
vain.  An  increafe  of  power,  and  the  univerfal  fway  of 
terror,  were  neccftliry,  to  enable  our  tyrants  to  facriHce 
the  founders  of  libtrcy.  But  after  the  arbitrary  impri- 
fonment  of  a  fourth  part  of  France,  under  the  appel- 
lation of  fufpe5fed  perfons,  has  been  refolved  upon  i  af- 
ter a  filly  people  has  been  infpircd  with  fuch  a  furious 
fanaucifm  that  it  demolifhes  Lyons,  as  if  the  lecond  city 
in  the  republic  belonged  to  the  emperor,  and  as  if 
thofe  whom  it  thinks  proper  to  call  mujcadmes  were 
wild    beaftsi   afcer   an  iron  fceptre,    held   over  all 
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France,  has  eflabllflied  the  reign  of  guilt  and  fear^  after 
a  law  has  been  enaded,  by  virtue  of  which  thofe  who 
are  accufcd,  are  bound  to  anfwer  fimply  yesy  or  noy 
without  making  any  fpeech  in  their  defence ;  then  in- 
deed they  may  venture  to  fend  to  execution  thofe  guilt- 
lefs  viclims,  whofe  eloquence  was  ftill  dreaded,  fo  for- 
midable does  the  voice  of  Truth  appear  even  to  thofe, 
who  are  powerful  enough,  to  refufe  it  a  hearing. 

What  care  is  taken  to  ftifle  it !  But  hiftory  (lands  there, 
and  holds  a  graver  in  her  hand,  {preparing  in  filence  to 
take  a  tardy  vengeance  for  the  fate  of  the  imitators  of 
Barnevelt  and  Sidney. 

06lober  4. 

I  AM  reading  a  daily  paper,  and  there  I  fee  that 
Robefpierre  accufes  Roland  ^nd  Bri-ffot  of  having  fpoken 
ill  of  d'Auhignyy  who  ftole  ioo,oco  livres  K4167]  at 
the  Tuileries  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  againfl:  whom  a 
profecution  was  meant  to  be  fet  on  foot,  and  whofe  wife 
in  his  abfence  brought  the  ioc,oool.  to  the  commune. 
I  fee  that  Robefpierre  afferts  that  Roland  appointed  Red- 
out to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  jewel-office,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  its  being  robbed  \  while  in  fa6l  it 
was  Pache,  who,  upon  re^u fing  the  place  when  offered 
to  him  by  Roland,  recommended  Reftout  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  fill  it.  It  is  a  fa6l  alfo,  that  the  hall  of  the 
convention  refounded  with  Roland's  complaints  againfl: 
the  commander  of  the  national  guard,  for  negle6ling  to 
pofl  fentries  at  the  jewel-ofiice,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated injun£tions  of  the  minifter  of  the  home  depart- 
ment. 

That 
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That  Robefplerre,  whom  once  I  thought  an  honeft 
man,  is  a  very  atrocious  being.  How  he  lies  to  his 
own  conlcience  !   How  he  delights  in  blood  ! 

Infirmary  of  St.  Pelagic.    Oftober  23. 
Within  thefe  folitary  walls,  where  opprefied  inno* 
cence  has  now  dwelt  near  five  months  with  filent  re- 
fignation,  a  ftranger  appears. — It  is  a  phyfician,  brought 
by  my  keepers  for  their  own  tranquillity ;  for  to  the 
ills  of  nature,  as  to  the  injuftice  of  man,  I  neither  can 
nor  will  oppofe  aught  but  calmnefs  and  fortitude. 
When  he  heard  my  name,  he  faid  he  was  the  friend  of 
a  man,  whom  perhaps  I  did  not  like. — ^  How  can  you 
know  that,  and  who  is  the  perfonyou  mean  ?' — '  Robe- 
fpierre." — ^  Robefpierre  !  I  once  knew  him  well,  and 
efteemed  him  much :  I  thought  him  a  fincere  and  zea- 
lous friend  of  freedom.* — *  Why,  is  he  not  fo  ?* — ^  I 
am  afraid  that  he  loves  power :  perhaps  from  an  idea, 
that  he  knows  how  to  do  good  as  well  as  any  man, 
and  defires  it  no  lefs.    I  am  afraid  that  he  is  very  fond 
of  revenge,  and  inclined  to  exerclfe  it  pardcularly  upon 
thofe  whom  he  confiders  as  blind  to  his  merit.    I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  very  fufcepdble  of  prejudices ;  that  his 
refentment  is  eafily  excited ;  and  that  he  is  too  ready 
to  think  every  one  guilty,  who  does  not  fubfcribe  to 
all  his  opinions, — You  never  faw  him  above  once  or 
twice  in  your  life  I — I  have  feen  him  much  oftener  ! — 
Afk  him :  let  him  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  3  and  you 
will  fee  whether  he  have  it  in  his  power  to  fay  any 
1  thing  to  my  difadvantage.* 

Robefpierre,  if  I  deceive  myfelf,  I  put  it  in  your 
I  power 
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power  to  convince  me  of  my  error.  It  is  to  yourfelf 
that  I  repeat  what  I  have  faid  of  you,  and  it  is  to  your 
friend  that  I  mean  to  deliver  this  letter,  which  my 
keepers  will  perhaps  fiiiTer  to  pafs,  for  the  fake  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  it  is  addrefTed. 

I  write  not  to  entreat  you,  as  you  may  well  fuppofe. 
I  never  yet  entreated  any  one:  and  moil  affjredly  I 
fliall  not  begin  to  do  fo  from  a  prifon,  while  writing 
to  a  man  who  has  m.e  in  his  power.  Prayers  be- 
come the  guilty,  or  the  Have :  innocence  vindicates  her- 
felf,  Vv'hich  is  quite  fufficient  j  or  complains,  as  ihe  has 
a  right  to  do,  when  the  cbjedl  of  perfecution.  But 
even  com.plaints  accord  not  with  my  difpofinon  j  I  can 
fuffer,  and  dare  look  any  fhape  of  misfortune  in  the  face. 
Befideslknow  that,  at  the  birth  of  republics,  revolutions, 
which  are  almoft  inevitable,  and  which  give  too  great 
fcope  to  the  paffions  of  mankind,  frequently  expofe 
thofe  who  ferve  their  country  befl  to  become  the 
vidims  of  their  own  zeal,  and  of  the  dclufion  of  their 
countrymen.  They  will  have  a  good  confcience  for  their 
confolatlon,  and  hiftory  for  their  avenger. 

But  by  what  ftrange  chance  is  a  woman  like  me, 
incapable  of  any  thing  but  wifhes,  expofed  to  thofe 
ftorms,  which  generally  burfl:  upon  the  heads  of  none 
but  efficient  individuals  ?  And  what  is  the  fate  that  I 
have  to  expefl  ?  Thefe  are  two  queftions,  which  I 
beg  you  to  refolve. 

I  deem  them  of  fmall  importance  either  in  themfelves, 
or  as  far  as  my  individual  perfon  is  concerned ;  for 
what  is  a  fingle  emmet  more  or  lefs,  crufhed  by  the 
foot  of  the  elephant,  in  the  general  fyftem  of  the  world  ? 

But 
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But  they  are  of  infinite  intereft  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  liberty  and  future  happinefs  of  my  country.  For  if 
its  declared  enemies,  and  its  acknowledged  friends  and 
defenders  be  indifcriminately  confounded  ;  if  the  faithful 
citizen  and  generous  patriot  be  treated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  man  of  a  corrupt  and  feififli  foul,  or  the 
perfidious  ariftocratc ;  if  the  v/oman  of  virtue  and  fenfi- 
bility,  who  is  proud  of  the  freedom  of  her  country,  and, 
uho  in  her  humble  retirement,  or  in  any  other  fituation, 
makes  every  poffible  facrifice  to  its  welfare,  find  herfelf 
afTociated  in  punirhment  with  the  vain  or  haughty  fe- 
male, who  curfes  equality ;  furely  juftice  and  freedom 
do  not  yet  reign,  and  future  happinefs  is  doubtful. 

1  fpeak  not  here  of  my  venerable  hufband.  A  re- 
port ought  to  have  been  made  of  his  accounts,  when 
he  firft  gave  them  in:  inftcad  of  refufing  him  judice  at 
firfb,  in  order  to  retain  the  power  of  accufing  him  wlien 
calumny  fl:iould  have  deprived  him  of  the  public  elleem. 
Robefpierre,  1  defy  you  not  to  believe,  that  Roland  is 
an  honeft  man.  .  You  may  be  of  opinion,  that  he  does 
not  think  judly,  with  refped  to  this  or  that  meafure: 
but  your  confcience  muit  fecretly  dojudice  to  his  in- 
tegrity and  civifm :  he  needs  to  be  feen  little,  to  be 
■thoroughly  known  :  his  book  is  always  open,  and  is  in- 
tLhigible  to  eveiy  one. "  He  has  the  ruggednefb  of  vir- 
tue, as  Cato  had  its  afperity  ;  and  has  made  by  the 
harlhnefs  of  his  manner  as  niaiiy  enemies  as  by  his  in- 
fiexible  equity :  but  thefe  inequalities  of  furface  difap- 
pear  at  a  dillance,  and  the  great  qualities  of  the  public 
man  will  remain  for  ever.  It  has  been  reported,  that 
he  fanned  the  flames  of  civil  war  at  Lyons ;  and  this 
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pretext  has  been  brought  forward  as  a  reafon  for  my 
apprehenfion  !  The  fuppofition  was  not  more  juft  than 
the  confequence.  Difgufted  with  public  affairs,  irritated 
by  perfecutlon,  tired  of  the  world,  fatigued  by  his  toils, 
and  bending  beneath  the  weight  of  years,  what  could 
he  do  but  conceal  his  forrows  in  an  obfcure  retirement, 
and  fave  the  unworthy  age  in  which  he  lives  from  the 
comroifTion  of  a  crime  ? 

— He  has  corrupted  the  public  mind,  and  I  am  his 
accomplice  J- — This  is  the  moft  curious  of  all  reproaches, 
of  all  imputations  the  moft  abfurd.  You  cannot  wifh 
me,  Robefpierre,  to  take  the  trouble  of  refuting  them 
here :  the  talk  would  be  too  eafy,  efpecially  as  you 
cannot  be  one  of  the  well  meaning  people,  who  be- 
lieve a  ftory  becaufe  it  is  in  print,  or  becaufe  they  have 
heard  it  related.  My  pretended  implication  in  the  guilt 
would  be  truly  laughable,  were  not  the  whole  rendered 
atrocious  by  the  mifty  medium  through  which  it  is  pre- 
fented  to  the  people,  who,  being  able  to  perceive  no- 
thing diftin6lly,  figure  to  their  imagination  a  thoufand 
monftrous  forms.  Great  muft  be  the  inclination  to  in- 
jure me  of  thofe,  who  include  me  in  this  malicious  and 
premeditated  manner,  in  an  accufation  ftrongly  refembling 
the  charge  of  high  treafon,  fo  often  brought  forward 
under  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  againft  every  one  who  was 
deftined  to  deftrudion,  though  guilty  of  no  crime. 
Whence,  then,  does  this  animofity  arife  ?  It  is  what  I 
cannot  conceive :  I,  who  never  injured  any  one,  and 
who  am  even  incapable  of  wifliing  evil  in  return  for  the 
injuries  I  receive. 

Brought  up  in  retirement ;  devoted  from  my  youth  to 
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tliofe  ferlous  fludlcs,  which  have  given  fome  degree  of 
energy  to  my  mind ;  bleft  with  a  tafte  for  fimple  plea- 
fures  which  no  change  of  circuniflances  has  been  able 
to  pervert;  an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  the  revolution, 
and  giving  way  to  die  energy  of  the  generous  fentiments 
it  infpires}  kept  a  ftranger  to  public  affairs  by  prin- 
ciple as  well  as  by  my  fex,  but  converfing  about  them 
with  warmth,  becaufe  the  public  weal  takes  the  lead 
of  all  other  concerns  as  foon  as  it  exifts  I  regarded 
the  firft  calumnies  invented  againft  me  as  contemptible 
follies ;  I  deemed  them  the  necelTary  tribute  levied  by 
envy  upon  a  fituation,  which  the  vulgar  had  ftill  the 
imbecility  to  confider  as  exalted,  and  to  which  I  would 
have  preferred  the  peaceful  ftate,  in  which  I  had  fpent 
fo  many  happy  days. 

Thefe  calumnies,  however^  have  increafed  with  erfron- 
tery  proportionate  to  my  calmnefs  and  fecurity :  I  have 
been  dragged  to  prifon,  and  have  remained  there  near 
five  months;  torn  from  the  embraces  of  my  hclplefs 
daughter,  who  can  no  longer  recline  her  head  on  that 
bofom  whence  fhe  drew  her  firft  nourifhment ;  far  re- 
moved from  every  thing  dear  to  me ;  cut  off  from  all 
communicadon  with  the  world ;  the  but  of  all  the  ran- 
corous abufe  of  a  deluded  populace,  who  believe  that 
my  death  would  be  conducive  to  their  happinefs ;  hear- 
ing the  guards,  who  watch  under  my  grated  window,- 
diverting  themfelves  with  the  idea  of  my  punifliment ; 
and  reading  .the  ofFenfive  reproaches  caft  upon  me  by 
writers,  who  never  faw  my  face,  any  more  than  the 
other  perfons  of  whofe  hatred  I  am  the  object. 

I  have  wearied  no  one  with  my  remonftrances ;  I 
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have  hoped  for  jufllce,  and  an  end  to  prejudice,  from 
the  hand  of  time;  vtanting  many  things,  I  have  aiked 
for  nothing  :  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  misfortune, 
proud  of  trying  my  ftrength  with  her,  and  with  tramp- 
ling her  under  my  feet.  My  neceflidcs  becoming  ur- 
gent, and  afraid  of  bring' ng  trouble  upon  thofe  to  v;hom 
I  might  have  addreffed  myfeif,  I  wifhed  to  fell  the  empty 
bottles  in  my  cellar,  v;hich  had  not  been  fealed  up,  be- 
caufe  it  contained  nothing  of  greater  value.  Immedi- 
ately the  whole  town  was  in  an  uproar!  The  houfe 
was  furrounded  ;  the  proprietor  was  taken  into  cuftody; 
the  guards  were  doubled  ;  and  perhaps  I  have  reafon 
to  fear  for  the  liberty  of  a  poor  fervant,  who  is  guilty  of 
no  crime  but  that  of  having  ferved  me  for  the  lait  thirteen 
years  with  affedlion,  becaufe  I  took  care  to  render  her 
life  comfortable.  So  much  does  the  people,  mifledwith 
regard  to  me,  and  deluded  by  harangues  againfl  con- 
fpirators,  think  mc  deferving  of  that  name. 

It  is  not,  Robefpierre,  to  excite  your  compaflion, 
which  I  am  above  afking,  and  which  I  fhould  perhaps 
deem  an  infult,  that  I  prcfent  you  with  a  pidure  far 
lefs  melancholy  than  the  truth  :  it  is  for  your  inftruc- 
tion. 

Fortune  is  fickle ;  and  popular  favour  is  not  leis 
liuble  to  change.  Contemplate  the  fate  of  thofe,  who 
have  agitated,  pleafed,  or  governed  the  people,  from 
Vifcellinus  to  Casfar,  and  from  Hippo,  the  harangue- 
maker  of  Syracufe,  to  cur  Parifian  orators.  Juftice 
and  truth  alone  remain,  and  are  a  confolation  in  every 
misfortune,  even  in  the  hour  of  death  itfelf ;  while  no- 
thing can  afford  a  ihelter  from  ftrokes  of  confcience 
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and  remorfe.  Marius  and  Sylla  profcrlbcd  thoufands  of 
knights,  a  great  number  of  fenators,  and  a  miikitude  of 
wretched  men.  But  could  they  ftifls^  the  voice  of  hif- 
tory,  which  has  devoted  their  memories  to  execration  ? 
or  was  content  an  inmate  of  their  minds? 

Whatever  be  the  fate  referved  for  me,  I  will  find 
courage  to  undergo  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  myfcif; 
or  to  anticipate  the  ftroke,  as  may  fuit  me  beft.  After 
the  honours  of  perfecution,  do  thofe  of  martyrdom  await 
ine  ?  am  I  deftined  to  languifli  in  protracted  capdvity, 
expofed  to  the  firft  cataftrophe,  that  it  may  be  judged 
requifite  to  bring  about  ?  or  am  I  to  be  fentenced  to 
tranfportation  as  it  is  called,  in  order  to  experience,  when  a 
few  leagues  out  at  fea,  that  trifling  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  captain,  which  rids  him  of  the  trouble  of  his 
'  living  cargo,  and  enriches  the  waves  ?  Speak  !  it  is 
fomething  to  know  our  fate,  and  a  foul  like  mine  is 
capable  of  looking  it  in  the  face. 

If  you  wifli  to  be  jull,  and  attend  to  what  I  write, 
n?y  letter  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  you,  and  in  that  cafe  it 
may  poffibly  be  of  fervice  to  my  country.  But  be  it 
as  it  may,  Robefpierre,  I  know,  and  you  cannot  help 
feeling,  that  a  perfon,  who  has  known  me,  cannot 
perfecute  me  vathout  remorfe. 

Roland,  formerly  Phlipon, 


Note,  The  idea  of  this  letter,  the  care  of  compof- 
ing,  and  the  intaition  of  fending  it,  held  their  place  in 
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my  mind  for  four-and-tvventy  hours  t  but  what  efFc(51: 
can  my  refle6lIons  have  on  a  man,  who  facrifices  col- 
leagues, of  whofe  integrity  he  is  well  aflured  ? 

If  my  letter  were  to  do  no  fervice,  it  would  be 
ill-timed.  It  would  only  embroil  me  to  no  purpofe 
with  a  tyrant,  who  may  facrificc,  but  cannot  debafe  mc. 
It  fliall  not  go. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


FROM  THE  EDITOR. 


R  0  Y  ALisM  and  Terrorifm  endeavour  to  excite  doubts  in  die 
public  mind  concerning  the  authenticity  of  thefe  writings. 
Both  wifh  to  fufpend  their  fale :  the  former  with  the  inten- 
tion of  favouring  a  counter-revolution,  by  afperfing  a  mi- 
nifter,  whofe  firm  and  wife  adminiftradon  proved  that 
France  might  be  happy  under  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment ;  the  latter,  that  they  may  not  be  held  up  to 
public  view  as  the  real  authors  of  our  prefent  fituation, 
and  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  diminifh  the  horror 
with  which  their  crimes  muft  necefTarlly  infpire  all  thofe  to 
whom  they  fhall  be  faithfully  narrated. 

I  requeft  all  good  citizens,  whofe  faith  may  have  been 
daggered  by  their  infinuations,  to  confider,  firft,  that  no- 
body but  Madame  Roland  could  detail  an  infinite  number 
of  circumftances,  with  which  fhe  alone  could  be  acquaint- 
ed ;  fecondly,  that  every  writer  has  his  appropriate  ftyle, 
and  that  the  manner  of  Madame  Roland  is  fufficiently 
original  to  prevent  its  being  eafily  confounded  with  that 
of  another  ;  in  the  third  place,  that  my  fignature  certifies 
the  truth,  and  that  all  who  plcafe  may  come  to  my  houfe 
and  convince  themfelves,  that  the  whole  of  the  manufcript 
is  in  the  hand-writing  of  my  unfortunate  friend. 


BOSC, 

Paris,  4th  Florcal,  3d  year  of  the  Republic. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  firfl  thirty-two  pages  of  this  fecond  part,  relating  to 
Roland's  firft  adminiftration,  confift  in  a  great  meafure  of 
matter  that  has  already  been  prefented  to  the  reader  ia 
another  fhape,  having  been  written  by  Madame  Roland 
when  flie  fuppofed  the  Hijlorical  Memoirs  entirely  de- 
ftroyed.  The  French  editor  did  not,  however,  think  pro- 
per to  fupprefs  it ;  and  his  example  has  been  followed  in 
the  tranflation,  becaufe  it  contains,  befides  many  brilliant 
paflages  that  are  not  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  work,  a 
fketch  of  the  charadter  of  Lewis  XVI,  an  account  of  his 
deceptious  conduft  with  his  minifters,  a  judgment  on  our 
countrymen,  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  and  Mr.  David  Wil- 
liams, and  fe  veral  other  charafters,  delineated  in  a  forcible 
and  mafterly  manner. 


ROLAND'S 
FIRST  ADxMINISTRATIOK 


How  came  Louis  XVL  to  feled  for  the  adm'inlf- 
tration  of  public  affairs  a  man  like  Roland^  to  whom, 
as  an  audere  phlloibpher,  and  a  laborious  (ludent,  re- 
tirement was  doubly  dear  ?  This  will  be  a  queftion 
with  many  people,  and  it  would  be  one  with  me,  v/ere 
I  any  other  than  what  I  am,  I  am  going  to  anfwer 
it  by  fa6ls. 

Rcfident  at  Lyons,  during  the  winter^  and  belonging 
to  the  fcientific  and  literary  academies  of  that  city,  Ro- 
land was  employed  by  the  agricultural  fociety  to  draw  up 
its  memoirs  for  the  information  of  the  States  General. 
His  principles,  and  his  turn  of  mind,  made  him  na- 
turally look  forward  with  plealure  to  a  revolution  which 
promiled  the  reform  of  fo  many  abufes.  The  publicity 
of  thefe  fentirnents  and  his  well  known  talents  procured 
him  his  admiirion  into  the  electoral  body  upon  the  firft 
formadon  of  the  commune,  and  his  fubfequent  invelt- 
m^nt  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  finances  of  the  city, 
which  was  deeply  involved  in  debt.  Being  fent  as  a  de- 
puty extraordinary. to  the  confcituent  aiTembly,  he  con- 
nected himfclf  at  Paris  with  feveral  of  its  members,  and 
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with  fome  of  the  perfons  who  devoted  themfclves  to  the 
ftudy  of  public  affairs.    He  returned  home,  however, 
when  the  fupprefTion  of  his  place  of  infpe^lor,  by  changing 
his  deftiny,  obliged  him  to  refled  on  the  courfe  it  would 
become  him  in  future  to  purfue.    The  queftion  was, 
whether  he  fhould  retire  altogether  to  his  eftate  in  the 
country,  and  employ  hinifelf  in  its  cultivation  j  or  whe- 
ther, continuing  his  literary  labours,  he  fhould  make  a 
journey  to  Paiis,  with  the  double  view  of  colleding  ma- 
terials for  that  purpofe,  and  of  enforcing  his  claims  to  a 
penfion,  as  a  reward  for  thirty  years  fervice  in  his  ad- 
miniftrative  employ.    The  latter  meafure  was  adopted, 
becaufe  it  would  not  prevent  his  recurring  to  the  other, 
whenever  he  fliould  deem  it  advifable  fo  to  do.  We 
returned,  then,  to  Paris  on  the  15th  of  December,  1791 
but  the  affairs  of  the  nation  at  large  did  not  permit  us  to 
hope,  that  the  legiflative  affembly,  which  had  juft  met, 
would  be  foon  at  leifure  to  attend  to  the  concerns  of  a 
private  individual.    Roland,  intimate  with  Briflbt,  be- 
came acquainted  with  feveral  of  his  colleagues  in  the  le- 
giflarive  body ;  and  not  unfrequently  went  to  the  fociety 
of  Jacobins,  with  old  friends  fetded  at  Paris,  who  like 
him  were  delighted  with  a  revolution  which  they  efteem- 
ed  friendly  to  liberty,  who  thought  that  the  fociety  had 
already  been  ufeful,  and  might  ftill  help  to  fupport  a 
good  caufe. 

Roland,  content  with  being  a  peaceful  auditor,  never 
afcended  the  tribune  to  fpeak.  He  was  known  how- 
ever, not  Indeed  to  the  illiterate,  who  had  as  yet  gained 
jio  afcendance,  but  to  many  others  and  was  appointed 
one  of  the  committee  of  correfpondence.  This  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  fundtions  are  indicated  by  the  name, 
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Was  conrpofed  of  a  confiderable  number  of  members, 
but  only  a  few  were  adlively  employed.  Roland  often 
came  home  with  a  confiderable  packet  of  letters  to  an- 
fwcr :  tor  though  the  bufinefs  was  divided  into  depart- 
ments, and  particular  ones  afiigned  to  p:^.rticu]ar  mem- 
bers, it  became  neverthelefs  a  matter  cf  neceffity  for  the 
more  diligent  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  duty  of  rhc 
reft,  that  no  part  of  the  correfpondence  might  remain  in 
arrears. — I  read  thofe  letters,  and  often  undertook  to 
anfwer  them,  epiftolary  writing  having  ever  appeared  to 
me  fingular'y  eafy  and  agreeable,  becaufe  it  adapts  itfelf 
to  every  fubjed,  and  to  every  llyle  alike,  giving  to  dif- 
cufiion  the  moft  pleafmg  form,  and  to  reaion  a!l  the  fcope 
it  can  defire. — 1  remarked  in  moft  of  the  letters  from  the 
departments,  a  ftyle  exalted  and  emphatical,  fentiments 
tindlured  with  bombaft,  and  con^equendy  with  afFeda- 
'tion,  and  in  general  a  defire  of  the  public  good,  or  the 
ambition  of  appearing  an  ardent  patriot.  I  confidered 
that  tlie  parent  fociety  might  exert  its  influence  in 
difleminating  good  principles,  taking  care  always  to  con- 
fine itfeif  to  the  inftruclion  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
communication  of  fentiments  calculated  to  ftrengchen 
the  focial  tye,  and  confequently  to  infpire  the  true 
love  of  our  country,  which  ought  to  be  only  that 
of  human  kind,  carried  to  die  higheft  pitch  in  re- 
gard to  thofe  who  live  under  the  fame  laws  with  our- 
felves,  and  exalted  by  a  difregard  of  fclf-interef:  in  the 
unfrequent,  but  fometimcs  urgent,  cafes,  which  require 
the  greateft  facrifices.  Perfuaded  that  a  revolution  is 
no  better  than  a  terrible,  and  defLruciive  ftorm,  if  the 
improverhent  of  the  public  mind  do  not  keep  pace 
with  the  progrefiion  of  events ;  ancj  fenfible  of  the  good 
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that  might  be  done  by  taking  hold  of  men's  ima- 
ginations, and  giving  them  an  impulfion  towards  virtue^ 
I  employed  myielf  with  pleafure  in  the  correfpondence. 
The  committee  gave  Roland  credit  for  his  induftryj  nor 
indeed  was  he  idle;  but  the  worl<.  of  two  expedidous 
perfons  nnifl:  ndceiTariiy  have  been  great  in  the  eyes 
of  thofe,  to  whom  the  labours  of  either  would  have  ap- 
peared con  fide  rable. 

A  few  members  of  the  aflembly  ufed  to  meet  fre- 
quently in  private,  at  a  houfe  in  the  Place  Vendome, 
where  one  of  them  lodged,  and  where  a  worthy  and 
opulent  woman  had  it  in  her  power,  without  putting  her- 
felf  to  inconvenience,  to  lend  them  an  apartment,  of 
which  they  were  to  make  ufe,  even  in  her  abfence. 
Roland,  who  was  efteemed  for  his  good  fenfe  and  in- 
tegrity, was  invited  to  join  them  ;  but  he  feldom  went, 
on  account  of  the  diftance.  As  to  miC,  I  lived  at  home 
according  to  cuftom ;  I  was  not  in  health,  and  kept 
little  company. 

The  fituation  of  affairs,  and  the  difcontent  of  the 
public  mind,  alarmed  the  court.  The  minillers  foon 
became  the  objeds  of  public  animadverfion,  and  indeed 
their  whoie  proceeding  only  tended  to  undermdne  a  con- 
ftitution  which  the  king  had  fworn  to  contrary  to  his 
inciinadon,  and  which  he  did  not  mean  to  miaintain. 
The  court,  uneafy  and  perplexed,  in  the  midfl:  of  the 
frequent  changes  and  agitation  of  the  miniftry,,  knew 
not  on  whom  to  fix  its  choice.  But  there  v/ere  people 
who  declared  openly,  that  if*  Louis  XVI.  were  fincere, 
he  would  take  men  of  undoubted  patriotlfm  for  his  agents. 
At  length,  impelled  by  weaknefs  or  by  fear,  the  court 
came  to  a  decifion,  but  it  was  with  the  hope  of  cor- 
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ruptlng,  or  If  that  hope  failcJ,  with  the  intention  of 
difniifTing,  the  minifters  it  flir)uld  appoint.  •  The  court 
then  fiiewcd  itfclf  inclined  to  make  choice  among  thofe 
calk-d  patriots ;  and  at  that  time  the  term  had  not 
been  abufed.  How  wa^.  tliis  brought  ^bvut  ?  I  never 
knew,  nor  did  I  ever  enquire,  becaufe  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  in  that,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  the  idea  was  firfl: 
ftarted  by  fome  few  individuals, '  propagated  by  others, 
and  at  laft  taken  up  and  aded  upon  by  people  in 
power.  By  reflecting  minds  it  v/as  conficjcred  as  im- 
poi  '-ant,  to  dired  the  attention  of  the  court  towards  men 

I  of  abilities,  and  of  refpedable  charafter ;  for  it  was  pof- 
fible  that  it  might  take  a  malicious  pleafure  in  feleding 
hot-headed  Jacobins,  whofe  extravagance  might  juflify 
comv  laint,  and  ferve  to  bring  patriodfm  into  contempt. 
I  know  not  who  firfl  mentioned  Roland,  in  the  com- 
mittee at  the  Pli^ce  Vendome,   as  one  of  thofe  who 

I  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  name  of  Rolard  was 
necefLrilv  aiTociated  with  the  idea  of  a  well  inform.ed 
man,  \^  ho  had  written  upon  the  fubjedl  of  adminiflration, 

I  who  was  not  deftitute  of  experience  in  that  line,  who 

\  was  befides  in  pofTefTion  of  a  fair  reputation,  and  whofe 
age,  manneis,  and  decided  chara6ler,  joined  to  the  prin- 
ciples he  had  openly  profefied,  even  before  the  revolu- 
tion, befpoke  him  a  worthy  p:\rtizan  of  liberty,  in  every 
point  of  view. — The  king  himfclf  was  no  flranger  to 

!  the  above  confiderations,  or  at  lead  to  the  fads  upon 
which  they  were  founded,  as  I  lhall  hereafter  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fliew.  Thofe  ideas  arcfe  fo  naturally  out  of 
the  circumfcances  of  tiie  moment,  that  they  were  com- 
municated to  us  only  three  days  before  the  formation 
A  the  new  miniftry. — Briirot  called  upon  me  one  even- 
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ing  when  I  was  alone,  and  informed  me  of  the  pro- 
bability of  Roland's  elevation.  I  fmiled,  and  afked 
him  die  meaning  of  his  pleafantry.  But  he  afiurecj 
me  it  was  no  joke,  related  to  me  the  parnculars 
I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  added,  that  he  was  come 
to  know  whether  Roland  would  confent  to  take  upon 
him  fuch  a  talk.  I  promifed  to  confuk  him,  and  make 
known  his  refolution  on  the  following  day.  Roland  was 
as  much  aftonifhed  at  the  event  as  myfelf :  but  his  na- 
tural a6tivity  rendered  him  by  no  means  averfe  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity oi  bufinefs,  and  he  faid  to  me  with  a  fmile, 
he  had  always  feen  people  in  power  fo  miferably  defi- 
cient, that  he  had  never  ceafed  to  wonder  how  the  pub- 
lic concerns  could  go  forward  at  alh  and  that  confc- 
quendy  the  thing  in  itfelf  gave  him  no  alarm.  The  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times  were  indeed  critical,  on  account 
of  the  interefts  of  the  court,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
king's  intentions  5  but  to  a  man  attached  to  his  duty, 
and  caring  little  for  the  lofs  of  his  place  while  fulfilling 
its  duties,  the  rifl<:  of  acceptance  was  not  great.  Befides, 
a  zealous  man  who  had  a  right  to  fome  confidence  in  his 
talents,  could  not  be  infenfible  to  the  hope  of  ferving 
his  country.  Roland  then  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
and  made  known  his  intentions  to  BrifTot.  The  follow- 
ing day,  the  latter  accompanied  Dumouriez,  who  came 
to  Roland's  houfe  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  after  the 
breaking  up  of  the  council,  to  inform  him,  in  confe- 
quence  of  orders,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer,  that  the 
king  had  juft  chofen  him  minifter  for  the  home  depart- 
ment. Dumouriez,  a  minifter  of  recent  date,  fpoke  of 
the  king's  fincere  determinaLion  to  fupport  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  ot  his  hope  of  feeing  the  machine  fet  to  work 

as 
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as  foon  as  the  fame  fpirit  fhould  pervade  the  whole  council, 
teftifying  at  the  fame  time  to  Roland  his  particular  fitis- 
faftion  at  feeing  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  patriot  like 
him,  called  upon  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  government. 

BrifTot  obferved,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  home  dejxirtment  v/as  the  mod 
delicate,  and  the  moft  laborious;  and  that  the  minds  of 
the  friends  of  liberty  Vv'ould  be  at  eafc  on  feeing  it  en- 
trufted  to  hands  fo  fteady  and  fo  pure.  The  conver- 
fation  p  ilfed  lighdy  over  thefe  matters,  and  an  hour  of 
the  next  day  was  appointed  for  Roland  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king,  and  to  take  his  oath  and  his  feat  in  the  council. 
I  found  in  Dumouricz  the  deliberare  air  of  a  foldier,  the 
addrefs  of  a  fkilful  courtier,  and  the  converfadon  of  a 
man  of  wit,  but  not  the  faiallefl:  trace  of  fincerity  or 
truth. — On  comparing  this  man  with  his  nev/  colleague, 
wliofe  franknefs  and  aufterity  fomxtimes  bordered  upon 
rudenefs,  I  afl-ced  myfelf  if  it  were  poffible  fov  beings 

fo  diflimilar  to  a6t  long  in  concert  ?^  *  There  goes  a 

man,'  faidPvoland,  on  their  taking  leave,  ^  who  difcovers 
a  great  deal  of  patriotifm,  and  appears  to  pofTcfs  abili- 
ties.'— ^  Yes,*  faid  I,  '  and  againft  whom  you  will  do 
well  to  be  on  your  guard ;  for  I  believe  him  capable 
of  worming  you  out  of  place  as  loon  as  any  man,  if  you 
do  not  (leer  a  courfe  to  plcafe  him.' — '  We  fliall  fee,' 
faid  Roland. 

The  firft  dme  that  Roland  appeared  at  court  with  his 
ufual  phiiofophic  drefs,  adopted  long  fince  for  the  lake 
of  convenience,  a  few  fcattered  hairs  combed  over  his 
venerable  forehead,  a  round  hat,  and  firings  in  his 
flioes,  all  the  court  lackeys,  who  attached  the  utmoft 
importance  to  that  etiquette  on  which  their  exiftence  de- 
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pended,  were  fcandalized,  and  in  a  manner  terrlFied  at 
the  fight.  —  One  of  them  flepping  up  to  Dumouriez  with 
honor  pi6lured  in  his  countenance,  whilpered  with  a 
look  that  indicated  confternadon,  Monfieur'^y  point  de 
houcles  a Jes  Jouliers,  Dumouriez,  ready  at  repartee,  and 
afluming  a  tragi-comic  tone,  rr^ed  out,  Moyifteiir !  tout 
eft  perdu!  The  faying  was  foon  put  in  circulation,  and 
provoked  a  laugh  from  thofe  who  were  leaft  inclined 
to  be  merry. 

Louis  XVL.  behaved  to  his  new  minifters  with  the 
greateft  appearance  of  fimplicity  and  goodnature.  This 
man  was  not  precifcly  what  he  was  reprefented  to  be 
by  thofe  who  took  a  pleafure  in  vilifying  him :  he  was 
neither  the  brutifh  blockhead,  who  was  held  up  to  the 
contempt  of  the  people  j  nor  was  he  the  worthy  and 
kind  creature,  whom  his  friends  extolled  to  the 
fkies.  Nature  had  endowed  him  with  ordinary  faculties, 
which  would  have  ferved  him  well  in  an  obfcure  flation, 
but  he  was  depraved  by  his  princely  education,  and 
ruined  by  his  mediocrity  in  difHcult  times,  when  his  fal- 
vation  cotild  only  be  efFedled  by  the  union  of  genius 
and  virtue.  A  common  under  [landing,  educated  for 
the  throne,  and  taught  diffimulation  from  the  earliefl:  in- 
fancy, has  a  great  advantage  in  its  commerce  with  man- 
kind. The  art  of  fhewing  to  each  perfon  only  what  it 
is  proper  for  him  to  fee,  is  him  no  more  than  a  ha- 
bit, the  practice  of  which  gives  him  the  appearance 
of  ability ;  but  a  man  muft  be  born  an  idi  )t  indeed  to 
appear  a  fool  in  fuch  a  fituation.    Louis  XVL  pof- 

*  Sir!  there  are  no  buckles  in  his  flioes ! 
\  Sir  !  we  are  all  ruined  ! 

feficd 


(    9  ) 

.  fefi'bd  beficles  an  excellent  meinory,  and  an  affive  turn 
of  mind ;  v/as  never  idle,  and  read  a  great  deal.  He 
had  alfo  a  ready  recoUcdion  of  the  various  treaties  ex- 
iiling  between  France  and  the  neighboujing  nations, 
was  v/ell  read  in  hiftory,  and  was  the  beft  geographer  ia 
the  kingdom.  '  His  knowledge  of  the  names,  and  his 
applicatioii  of  them  to  the  faces,  of  all  the  perfons  abouc 
the  court  to  whom  they  belonged,  as  well  as  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  anecdotes  peculiar  to  each,  had  been 
extended  to  all  t'.e  individuals  who  had  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  in  any  manner  during  the  revolution ;  fo 
that  it  was  impofiible  to  prefent  to  him  a  candidate  for 
any  place,  concerning  vvhom  he  had  not  formed  an  opi- 
iiion,   founded  on  pardcular  fa6ls.    But  Louis  XVI. 
without  elevation  of  foul,  energy  of  mind,  or  firmnefs 
of  temper,  had  fufFered  his  views  to  be  dill  further 
contracted,  and  his  fendments  to  be  twifted,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  exprefilon,  by  religious  prejudices,  and  jefuiti- 
cal  principles.     Elevated  ideas  of  religion,  a  belief 
in  God,  and  the   hope  of  immiOrtality,  accord  well 
with  philofophy,  and  fix  it  upon  a  broader  bafis,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  compofe  the  bed  ornaments  of 
the  fiiperdrudcure.    Woe  to  the  legiflators  \vho  defpife 
thefe  powerful  m.eans  of  infpiring  political  virtue,  and 
of  preferving  the  morals  of  the  people  !    Even  if  they 
were  illufions  yet  unborn,   it  would  be  neccfTary  to 
create  and  fofter  them  for  the  confolation  of  mankind. 
But  the  religion  of  our  priells  prefents  nothing  but  ob- 
jeds  of  puerile  fear,  and  mifcrable  mummeries,  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  good   actions;   and  fandifies  be- 
fides  all  the  ma^iims  of  defpotifm  which   the  audio- 
rity  of  the  church  calls  in  to  its  aid.    Louis  XVL 
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was  afraid  of  hell,  and  of  excommunication:  with  fuch 
weaknefs  as  this  it  was  impoHlble  not  to  make  a  mifer- 
abie  king.    Had  he  been  born  two  centuries  before, 
and  had  his  wife  been  a  rational  woman,  he  would 
have  made  no  more  noife  in  the  world,  than  many 
other  princes  of  the  Capetian  line,  who  have  fretted 
their  hour  upon  the  ftage,"  without  doing  much  good 
or  much  harm.— But  raifed  to  the  throne  when  the 
profligacy  of  Louis  XV's  court  was  at  the  higheft,  and 
the  diforder  of  the  finances  extreme,  he  was  led  away 
by  a  giddy  woman,  who  joined  to  Auflrian  infolence 
the  prefumption  of  youth  and  high  birth,  an  inordi- 
nate love  of  pleafure,  and  all  -he  thoughdeflhefs  of  a 
light  mind ;  and  who  was  herfelf  feduced  by  the  vices  of 
an  Afiatic  court,  for  which  fhe  had  been  but  too  well  pre- 
pared .by  the  example  of  her  mother. — Louis  XVI, 
too  weak  to  hold  the  reins  of  a  government  that  was 
running  to  deftru6lion,  haftened  their  common  ruin  by 
innumerable  faults.    Necker,  who  always  mixed  up  pa- 
thos in  his  politics  as  he  did  in  his  flyle,  was  a  man 
of  moderate  abilities,  of  whom  the  public  entertained 
a  good  opinion,  becaufe  he  had  a  very  high  opinion 
of  himfelf,  and  proclaimed  it  without  referve  ;  but  void 
of  all  political  forefight,  a  kind  of  outrageous  finan- 
cier, who  could  calculate  nothing  but  the  contents  of 
a  purfe,  and  who  fpoke  for  ever  of  his  <rhara(5ler  with- 
out rhime  or  reafon,  as  women  of  gallantry  do  of  their 
virtue ;  Necker  was  a  bad  pilot  for  France,  when  fuch 
a  ftorm  was  gathering  round  the  horizon.    France  was  ia 
a  manner  deftitute  of  men    their  fcarcity  has  been  truly 
furprifing  in  this   revolution,    in   which  hardly  any 
thing  but  pigmies  have  appeared.    I  do  not  mean 
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that  there  was  any  want  of  wit,  of  knowledge,  of  learn- 
ing, of  accomplifliments,  or  of  philoiophy,  Tht^fe  in- 
gredients, on  the  contrary,  were  never  fo  common : 
it  was  like  the  lad  glimmering  of  an  expiring  taper; 
but  as  to  that  energy  of  foul  which  J.  J.  Rouffeau  has 
fo  well  defined  by  calling  it  the  firft  attribute  of  a  hero, 
fupported  by  ihat  folidity  of  judgment  which  knows  how 
to  fet  a  true  value  upon  every  thing,  and  by  thofe 
extenfive  views  which  look  into  futurity,  conftituting 
together  the  charavfler  of  a  great  man,  they  were  fought 
for  every  where,  and  were  fcarcely  any  where  to  be 
found. 

Louis  XVI.  conftantly  fludluating  between  the  fear 
of  irritating  his  fubjc(^s,  and  the  inclination  of  keeping 
them  in  awe,  while  incapable  of  governing  them,  con- 
vened the  flates  general  infbead  of  retrenching  his  ex- 
pences,  and  introducing  order  into  his  court.  After 
having  himfelf  fowed  the  feeds,  and  provided  the  means 
of  innovation,  he  attempted  to  prevent  it  by  the  affec- 
tation of  a  power,  againft  which  he  had  eflablilhed  a 
principle  of  counteraction,  and  by  fo  doing  only  taught 
his  people  to  refift.    Nothing  remained  for  him  but  to 
facrifice  one  portion  of  his  authority  with  a  good  grace, 
in  order  to  preferve  in  the  other  the  means  of  re- 
covering the  wnoie ;  but  for  want  of  knowing  how  tQ 
go  about  it,  he  turned  his  attention  to  petty  intrigues,  the 
only  kind  familiar  to  the  perfons  chofen  by  himfelf^ 
or  favoured  by  the  queen.    He  had  however  referved 
in  the  conRitution  fufficient  means  of  power  and  of  hap- 
pinefs,  had  he  known  how  to  be  content;  fo  that, 
wanting  as  he  was  in  abilities  to  prevent  its  edablilhment, 
he  might  ftill  have  been  faved  by  the  rectitude  of  his 
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conduft,  if  after  having  accepted  it,  he  had  fincerely  en- 
deavoured to  promote  iis  execution.  B'.it  always  proteft- 
ing,  on  one  hand,  his  intention  to  fupport  what  he  was 
undermining  on  the  other,  the  obliquicy  of  his  pro- 
ceedings,  and  the  fallacy  of  his  conduct,  began  by 
awakening  diftrufc,  and  ended  by  exciting  indignation. 

As  foon  as  he  had  appointed  patriotic  minifters,  he 
made  it  his  fole  ftudy  to  infpire  them  Vv'ith  confidence ; 
and  fo  well  did  he  fucceed,  that  during  the  firft  three 
weeks,  Roland  and  Claviere  v/ere  enchanted  with  the 
good  intentions  of  the  king.  They  dreamt  of  nothing 
but  a  better  order  of  things,  and  flattered  themfelves 
that  the  revolution  was  at  an  end.  *  Good  heaven  !' 
I  ufed  to  fay,  *  I  never  fee  you  fet  off  for  the  council 
with  that  wonderful  confidence,  but  it  feems  to  me  that 
you  are  about  to  commit  fome  egregious  a6l:  of  foliy.* 
*  I  affure  you,'  would  Claviere  anfwer,  ^  the  king  is  per- 
feclly  fenfible,  that  his  intereft  is  conne6led  with  the 
obfervance  of  the  new  lav/s :  he  reafons  too  pertinently 
on  the  fubjedl  not  to  be  convinced  of  it.*  ^  Ma 
foiy  added  Roland,  ^  if  he  be  not  an  honeft  man, 
he  is  the  moft  arrant  knave  in  the  kingdomi :  it  is 
impolTible  for  difiimuladon  to  be  carried  to  fo  great  a 
length.'  As  to  me,  I  always  replied,  I  had  no  faith 
in  that  love  for  the  conftitudon  profcfled  by  a  man 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  prejudices  of  defpo- 
tifm,  and  in  the  habits  of  enjoying  it,  and  whofe  re- 
cent condu6l  proved  him  wanting  both  in  genius  and 
virtue.— My  great  argument  was  the  flight  to  Varennes. 

The  fittings  of  the  council  were  held  in  a  manner 
that  might  pafs  tor  decent,  in  comparifon  of  what  they 
afterwards  became  s  but  with  puerility,  if  regard  be  had 

to 
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to  the  important  matters  which  called  for  difcufTion. 
Each  of  the  min-flers  who  had  hens  *  to  be  figned,  or 
bufinefs  of  a  fimilar  nature,  regulated  by  the  law,  pecu- 
liar to  his  department,  and  concerning  which  there  was 
no  occafion  to  deliberate,  waited  upon  the  king,  on  the 
day  appointed,  previoufly  to  the  meeting  of  the  courN 
oil,  to  tranladt  thofe  particular  and  fubordinate  affairs. 
They  all  repaired  afterwards  to  the  council  chamber; 
and  there  the  proclamations  that  related  to  the  fubjeds 
of  difcuffion  were  taken  out  of  the  port- folio.  The 
minifter  ofjufticenext  prefented  the  decrees  for  the  royal 
aflent;  and  then  the  council  proceeded,  or  ought  to 
have  proceeded,  to  deliben^te  upon  the  operations  of 
government,  the  fcate  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  queftion  of  peace  and  war,  &:c.  As  to  proclama- 
tions adapted  to  exiting  circumftances,  it  was  only  ne- 
ceffary  to  examine  the  .  decree,  and  the  propriety  of  its 
application,  which  was  readily  done.  All  this  time  the 
king  fufFcred  his  miniders  to  confer,  while  he  read  the  ga- 
zette, or  the  Englifii  newfpapers  in  the  original  language, 
or  elfe  wrote  a  few  letters.  The  fan6lioning  of  decrees 
obtained  more  of  his  attention :  he  feldom  gave  his  con- 
fent  eafily ;  and  never  without  a  refufal,  always  declining  to 
accede  to  the  firft  requell,  and  poftponing  the  matter  to  the 
next  meeting,  when  he  came  with  his  opinion  ready  formed, 
though  appearing  to  ground  it  upon  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  the  debate.  As  to  great  political  affairs,  he  often 
eluded  their  inve (ligation,  by  fliifting  the  converfation  to 
general  topics,  or  to  fubjedts  fuited  to  each  particular  per- 
fon.    If  war  were  the  queftion,  he  would  talk  of  tra- 
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Telling  ;  if  diplomatic  concerns  were  upon  the  carpet, 
he  would  advert  to  the  manners,  or  inquire  into  the 
local  peculiarities  of  the  country ;  or  if  the  liate  of  af- 
feirs  at  home  were  in  dilcuflion,  he  would  dv;ell  upon 
fome  tilPiing  detail  of  economy  or  agriculture.  Roland 
he  would  queflion  about  his  works,  Dumouriez  con- 
cerning anecdotes,  and  fo  on :  the  council-chamber  was 
converted  into  a  coffee-room,  where  the  governors  of 
the  empire  amufed  themfdves  with  idle  chat:  no  mi- 
nutes were  taken  of  the  proceedings ;  there  was  no  fe- 
cretary  to  keep  them ;  nor  was  any  thing  done  in  a 
fitting  of  three  hours  except  figning  a  few  papers. 
Such  was  the  farce  that  was  adted  three  times  a  week. 

^  *  Why  it  is  pitiable  V  cried  I  out  of  all  patience, 

v/hen  on  Roland's  return,  I  inquired  what  had  pafTed— *- 

*  You  are  all  in  good  humour,  becaufe  you  experience 
no  contradidlion,  and  are  treated  with  civility.  You 
feem  indeed  to  do  whatever  you  pleafe  in  your  feveral 
departments ;  but  I  am  fadly  afraid  that  you  are  duped 
— *  the  public  bufinefs  however  is  not  at  a  (land 

*  no,  but  much  time  is  loft  for  in  the  torrent  of  affairs 
that  overwhelms  you,  I  would  rather  fee  you  employ 
three  hours  in  folitary  meditauon  on  the  great  intcrefts 
of  the  ftate,  than  fpend  them  in  idle  converfation.'  In 
the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  making  preparations, 
and  it  had  become  abfolutely  necefTary  to  declare  war; 
a  meafure  which  was  the  lubjedl  of  an  animated  difcuf- 
fion,  and  which  the  king  did  not  feem  to  take  with- 
out extreme  repugnance.  He  had  long  delayed  the 
decifion  and  appeared  only  to  yield  to  the  well-known 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  afTembly,  and  to  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  council.    Soon  after,  the  con- 
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tinuatlon  or  the  multipliciry  of  religious  troubles  ren- 
dered thofe  coercive  meafures  indifpenfable,  which  the 
minifter  of  the  interior  had  long  folicited  in  vain,  while 
the  ti.reatening,  and  formidable  attitude  of  the  foreign 
armies  infpired  the  miniiler  of  war  with  the  idea  of  a 
reo;ulation,  which  the  convention  adopted  with  enthufi- 
alm,  and  decreed  without  delay. 

It  is  true  that  thefe  two  decrees,  one  for  the  formation 
of  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men  near  Paris,  the  other 
concerning  the  priefls,  were  altogether  decifive.  The 
court   perceived  that  they  would  overturn  its  fecrec 
treachery,  the  partial  revolts  fomented  by  fanaticifm, 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  which  it  favoured.  The 
king  was  too  firmly  refolved  to  refufe  his  aflent,  to  be 
in  any  hafte  to  confefs  his  determination,  and  deviled 
various  pretences  by  means  of  which  he  eluded  the  quef- 
tion  for  more  than  a  fortnight.    The  difcuflion  of  this 
matter  was  feveral  times  renewed.    Roland  and  Servan 
were  urgent  in  their  reprefentatlons,  becaufe  each  of 
them  felt  the  im.portance  and  necelTity  of  the  law  that 
regarded  his  particular  department ;  the  general  advan- 
tage was  evident  to  all,  and  the  fix  minifters  in  this  re- 
fpe6l  were   all  of  the  fame  opinion.    Jn  the  mean 
time   Dumouriez,  whofe  loofe  converfation  the  king 
encouraged,  and  v/hofe  manners  did  not  render  him  un- 
fit for  the  meridian  of  a  court,  was  fent  for  feveral  times 
to  the  queen.    He  had  a  litde  affront  to  revenge,  and 
wiflied  to  get  rid  of  colleagues,,  whofe  aufterity  ac- 
corded ill  with  his  gay  turn  of  mind  :  hence  he  was 
induced  to  enter  into  agreements  of  which  the  effed  was 
foon  perceived. 

As  to  me,  I  felt  a  kind  of  agitation  difficult  to  de- 
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fcrlbe  :  delighted  with  the  revolution ;  perfuaded  thaty 
with  all  its  faults,  it  was  necefiary  to  enforce  the  con- 
l^itiition  3  and  ardently  defiring  to  fee  n:y  country  prof- 
per,  the  loweiing  afpe6l  of  public  affairs  gave  me  a 
moral  fever,  which  raged  without  interrrjiffion.  The 
king's  delays  demonflrated  his  duplicity  j  and  Roland 
had  no  longer  any  duubt  upon  the  fubject :  there  re- 
mained then  but  one  refolution  for  an  honeft  minifter 
to  take,  and  that  was  to  go  out  of  office,  in  cafe 
Louis  XVI.  flioukl  obftinatcly  refufe  to  take  the  mea-  * 
fures  neceflary  for  the  falvation  of  the  ftate. 

That  ftep,  unattended  by  any  other,  might  perhaps 
have  fatisfied  the  confcicnce  of  a  timid  man  j  but  for 
a  zealous  citizen,  it  is  not  enough  to  renounce  a  poft 
in  which  good  is  no  longer  to  be  done ;  it  behove*  him 
to  fay  fo  widi  energy,  that  he  may  throw  light  upon 
the  public  calamities,  and  render  his  reiignation  bene- 
ficial to  his  country. — Roland  and  I  had  long  lamented 
the  weaknefs  of  his  colleagues.    The  tardinefs  of  the 
king  had  fuggefted  the  idea,  that  it  might  be  of  great  , 
ufe  to  addrefs  a  letter  to  him   from   the  minifters 
coUedlively,    fetting    forth    the    reafons    which  had 
already  been  given  in  the  council,  but  which,  when  1 
LxprefTed  upon  paper,  and  figned  by  them  all,  with  ! 
the  offer  of  their  refignation  in  cafe  his  majefty  Ikould 
not  think  proper    to   liften  to  their  reprefentanons, 
might  either  force  him  to  compliance,  or  expofe  him  to 
the  eyes  of  all  France.  I  drew  up  the  letter,  after  having 
agreed  upon  the  fundamicntal  points  with  Roland,  and 
Roland  m.ade  the  propofal  to  his  colleagues. — AU  ap^ 
proved  of  the  idea,  but  mod  of  them  differed  as  to  the, 
execution.    Claviere  objected  to  fome  phrafe  or  other ; 
Duranthon  was  inclined  to  temporize ,  and  Lacofte  was 

in 
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in  no  hade  to  fnbfcribe  his  name.  As  fucli  a  meafLirc 
Ihould  be  the  e{fcv5l  of  a  firft  glance  and  of  a  lively 
fenfe  of  its  propriety,  the  failure  of  our  attempt 
was  a  hint  not  to  repeat  it.  It  became  then  necef- 
fary  to  in  an  infuiated  chara6ler,  and  fmce  the  coun- 
cil had  not  fpirit  enough  to  (land  forth  together,  it 
behoved  the  man  who  fct  events  at  a  defiance  to  take 
upon  himfelf  a  tafk  which  the  whole  body  fhould  have 
fulfilled :  the  qucflion  was  no  longer  to  refign,  but  to 
defer ve  to  be  difmifTed— to  fay,  do  thus  or  we  will  re- 
tires but  to  afiert  that  all  was  loft  unkfs  a  propei  line 
of  condu6l  were  purfucd. 

I  compofed  the  famous  letter.  Here  I  mud  digrefs 
for  a  moment  to  clear  up  the<loubts,  and  to  fix  the 
opinion  of  a  number  of  perfons,  of  whom  the  greater 
part  only  allow  me  a  little  merit,  that  they  may  deny  ic 
to  my  hufband,  while  many  others  fuppofe  me  to  have 
had  a  kind  of  influence  in  public  affairs  entirely  difcor- 
dant  with  my  turn  of  mind.  Stu  lions  habits  and  a  tafte 
for  literature  made  mc  participate  in  his  labours,  as  long 
as  he  remained  a  private  individual — I  wrote  with  him 
as  I  ate  with  him,  becaufe  one  was  almoft  as  natural 

'  to  me  as  the  other,  and  becaufe  my  exiftence  being  de- 
voted to  his  happinefs,  I  applied  myfelf  to  thofe  things 
which  gave  him  the  greateft  pleafure.    Roland  wrote 

I  treatifes  on  the  arts ;  I  did  the  fame,  although  the  fub- 
jed  was  tedious  to  me.  He  v;as  fond  of  erudinon  j  I 
helped  him  to  purfue  his  critical  refearches.    Did  he 

'  wifh,  by  way  of  recreation,  to  compofe  an  eiTay  for 
fome  academy  ?  we  fat  down  to  write  in  concert,  or  elfe 

'  feparately,  that  we  might  afterwards  com.pare  our  pro- 

I  dudions,  choofe  the  beft,  or  comprefs  them  into  one. 
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If  he  had  written  homilies,  I  fhould  have  written  homi* 
liesalfo.  When  he  became  minifter  I  did  not  interfere 
with  his  adminiflration  j  but  if  a  circular  letter,  a  fet  of 
inftru^lions,  or  an  important  ftate  paper,  were  wanting, 
we  talked  the  matter  over  with  our  ufual  freedom,  and 
impfeffed  with  his  ideas,  and  pregnant  with  my  own,  I 
took  up  the  pen,  which  I  had  more  leifure  to  conduft 
than  he  had. 

Our  principles  and  our  turn  of  mind  being  the  fame, 
we  came  to  a  final  agreement  as  to  the  form,  and  my 
huftand  ran  no  rifk  in  pafllng  through  my  hands.  I 
could  advance  nothing  warranted  by  juftice  or  reafon, 
which  he  was  not  capable  of  realizing,  or  fupporting  by 
his  energy  and  conduct;  but  my  language  expreffed 
more  ftrongly  than  his  words,  what  he  had  done  or 
what  he  promifed  to  do.  Roland  'without  me  would 
not  have  been  a  worfe  minifter ;  his  adivity,  and  his 
knov/ledge,  as  well  as  his  probity,  were  all  his  owa; 
but  af/Z?  me  he  attradled  more  attention,  becaufe  I  in- 
fufed  into  his  writings  that  mixture  of  fpirit  and  of  foft- 
nefs,  of  authoritative  reafon,  and  of  feducing  fentiment, 
which  are  perhaps  only  to  be  found  in  a  woman  en- 
dowed with  a  clear  head  and  a  feeling  heart.  I  com- 
pofed  with  delight  fuch  pieces  as  I  deemed  likely  to 
be  of  ufe,  and  felt  greater  pkafure  in  fo  doing  than  if 
I  had  been  known  as  the  author.  I  am  avaricious  of 
happinefs :  with  me  it  confifts  in  the  good  I  do :  I  do 
not  even  (land  in  need  of  glory  s  nor  can  I  find  any  part 
in  this  world  that  fuits  me,  but  that  of  Providence.  I  al- 
low the  malicious  to  look  upon  this  confefTion  as  a  piece 
of  impertinence  which  it  muft  fom.ewiiat  refemble; 
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thofc  who  know  me  however  will  fee  nothing  in  it  but 
what  is  fincere,  like  myfelfk 

I  return  to  the  letter^  which  was  flcetched  with  a 
ftroke  of  the  pen,  as  was  nearly  the  cafe  with  every 
thing  I  did  of  the  kind  ;  for  to  feel  the  neceflity  and 
propriety  of  a  thing,  to  conceive  its  good  cited,  to 
defire  to  produce  it,  and  co  caft  into  the  mould  the 
object  from  which  that  effefl  was  to  refult,  were  to 
I  me  but  one  and  the  fame  operation.  Vv  hile  we  were 
I  reading  over  this  letter  together,  who  flioukl  be  pre- 
fent  in  my  hufband's  clofet,  but  that  very  Pacbe^ 
who,  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  calum<iiated 
Roland,  and  now  perfecutes  us,  as  the  enemies  of  li- 
berty.— ^  'Tis  a  very  bold  ftcp,'  faid  the  hypocrite, 
whom  I  took  for  a  fage. — Very  bold  !  without  doubt, 
but  juft  and  necellary  ;  what  fignifies  any  thing  elle 
Roland  repaired  to  the  council,  on  the  loth  of  June, 
with  the  letter  in  his  pocket,  and  with  the  dcfign  of  firft 
reading  it  aloud  to  his  colleagues,  and  then  putting  it 
into  the  king's  hands.  The  debate  concerning  the  fanc- 
tioning  of  the  two  decrees  began  ;  but  was  fufpended  by 
the  king,  who  told  his  minifters  to  have  each  his  writ- 
ten opinion  ready  to  deliver  to  him  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  council.  Roland  could  have  delivered  his  with- 
out delay :  he  thought  however,  after  what  had  juft  been 
faid,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  wait  out  of  a 
fort  of  regard  to  his  colleagues  j  but  on  his  return  home 
we  were  of  opinion,  that  he  could  not  do  better  than 
difpatch  his  letter,  to  which  he  added  three  or  four 
miflive  lines. 

The  next  day,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  faw 
^crvan  walk  into  my  apartment  with  a  joyful  counte- 
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nance.  '  Congratulate  me/  faid  he,  ^  I  am  turned  out/ 
'  I  am  much  mortified/  anfwered  I,  ^  at  your  being  the 
firft  to  have  that  honour ;  but  I  hope  that,  ere  long,  it 
will  be  awarded  to  my  huiband/ — Scrvan  related  to  me 
that  having  been  on  bufinefs  with  the  king  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  had  endeavoured  to  fpeak  to  him  about  the 
camp  ;  that  the  king,  with  evident  marks  of  ill  hu- 
mour, had  by  turning  his  back  upon  him  put  an  end 
to  the  converfation ;  and  that  at  the  very  inftant  Du- 
mouriez  came  up,  in  his  majefty*s  name,  to  demand 
his  fort  folioy  of  which  he  was  going  to  take  charge 
himfelf. — ^  Dumouriez  ?  His  condu6l  furprifes  me  little, 
but  it  is  infamous,  and  the  other  minifters  in  that  cafe 
ought  not  to  wait  for  their  difmiiTion.  It  would  be- 
come them  better  to  write  to  the  king,  that  they  can 
no  longer  fit  at  the  council  board  with  Dumouriez : 
we  mull  fend  for  them  to  confult  about  it.'  Nobody 
but  Claviere  and  Duranthon  came,  and  they  were  peo- 
ple who  never  knew  how  to  take  a  decifive  meafure.; 
It  was  agreed  upon  that  they  fliould  return  the  next 
morning,  after  due  deliberation,  and  that  Roland  fliould 
have  a  letter  prepared  for  them  all  to  fign.  At  the  fame 
time  he  communicated  to  them  the  one  which  he  had 
fent  in  the  morning*  and  from  which  he  expelled  the 
fame  treatment  as  Servan  had  met  with  before. — 1  do 
not  know  whether,  for  that  very  reafcn,  thefe  gentle- 
men, who  were  fond  of  their  places,  might  not  ima- 
gine, that  the  two  minifters  the  moft  urgent  for  the 
decrees,  would  be  the  only  ones  facrificed,  and  tha 
they  ought  not  to  expofe  themfelves  raflily  to  the  fam 
fate.  The  next  morning  they  did  not  think  proper 
write,  but  deemed  it  moft  advifeable  to  go  and  fpe 
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to  the  king  in  perfon ;  a  meafiire  contrary  to  common 
fenfc ;  for  when  it  is  neccflary  to  fpeak  plain  truths  to  a 
perfon  entitled  by  his  fituation  to  a  great  deal  of  refpe6t, 
it  is  much  more  advantageous  to  do  it  by  letter.  Ro- 
land, who  had  fulfilled  his  tafk,  could  do  no  more  than 
join  them  upon  this  occafion ;  and  they  all  repaired  to 
Lacofte*s,  with  the  intendon  of  afking  him  to  be  of  the 
party.    Lacofte  was  doubtful,  and  appeared  to  hefitate, 
when  a  m.eflenger  from  the  king  brought  Duranthon  an 
order  to  go  immediately,  and  alone,  to  the  palace.— 
*  We  will  go  and  wait  for  you  at  your  own  houfe,'  faid 
1  Claviere  and  Roland. — Scarcely  had  they  reached  the 
i  palace  of  judice,  when  Duranthon  returned  with  a  long 
;^  face,  and  a  hypocritical  look ;  and  drew  flowly  out  of 
I  his  pocket  what  was  called  a  letfre  de  cachet^  containing 
'  the  difcharge  of  his  two  colleagues.    '  You  make  us 
'  wait  a  long  while  for  our  hberty,*  faid  Roland,  taking 
I  the  paper  with  a  fmile.    *  Ay,  our  liberty  is  here  in- 
I  deed.' — He  returned  home,  and  brought  me  the  intelli- 
igence,  for  which  I  was  well  prepared. — ^  One  thing  re- 
mains to  be  done,'  faid  I,  with  animation  \  *  and  that  is, 
to  be  the  firft  to  acquaint  the  aflembly  with  your  dif- 
'miflion,  fending  them  at  the  fame  dme  a  copy  of  your 
Iktter  to  the  king,  by  which  it  has  certainly  been  occa- 
fioned.'    This  idea  pleafed  him  much,  and  we  put  it 
immediately  into  execution. — I  forefaw  that  it  would 
have  a  great  effedl ;  nor  was  I  deceived :  it  anfwered  a 
double  purpofe ;  utility  and  glory  were  the  confequences 
of  my  huiband's  retreat.    I  had  not  been  proud  of  his 
elevation  to  the  miniftry,  but  T  was  proud  of  his  difgrace. 

I  have  faid  that  Dumouriez  had  a  little  affront  to 
revenge  by  entering  into  a  league  with  the  court  againft 
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his  colleagues.    The  circumftance  that  gave  rife  to  it 
was  as  follows. 

Bonne- Carrere,  a  handfome  man,  who  had  the  repu- 
tation and  manners  of  an  intriguer,  and  who  owed  the 
erofs  of  St.  Lewis  which  decorated  his  perfon  to  the 
intcreft  of  Dumouriez,  was  chofen  by  the  latter  for  his 
principal  agent,  and  appointed  director  general  of  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs, 

I  faw  him  once  only,  when  Dumouriez  brought  him 
to  dine  with  me  and  was  as  little  impofed  upon  by  his 
agreeable  outfide  as  by  that  of  Herault  de  Sechelles, 
'  All  thefe  handfome  fellows/  faid  I  to  a  friend,  ^  feem 
to  me  to  be  but  poor  patriots ;  they  appear  too  fond  of 
themfelves  not  to  prefer  their  own  pretty  perfons  to  the 
public  good;  nor  can  I  ever  help  being  tempted  to 
lower  their  conceit,  by  affeding  to  be  blind  to  the  ad-  * 
vantage  on  which  they  pride  themfelves  the  moft,' 

I  more  than  once  heard  grave  men,  members  of  the 
legiflature,  fome  of  thofe  noble  originals  who  kept  ho- 
nour and  probity  alive,  and  who  are  now  declared  in- 
famous on  that  account ;  I  heard  them  lament  the  choice 
that  Dumouriez  had  made,  and  contend  that  patriotic 
minifters,  to  give  flrength  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  fhould 
be  particularly  careful  to  commit  every  part  of  the  ad- 
miniftration  to  the  pureft  hands.  I  know  that  Dumou- 
riez was  mildly  remonftrated  with,  and  that  he  urged  in 
excufe  the  underftanding  and  talents  of  Bonne-Carrere, 
to  whom  wit,  verfatility,  and  a  mind  fertile  in  refources, 
could  not  be  denied ;  but  a  rumour  got  abroad  of  an 
affair  managed  by  Bonne-Carrere,  on  account  of  which 
a  hundred  thoufand  livres  had  been  depofited  in  a  no- 
tary's hands.    A  part  of  it  was  intended  for  madan;i  de 
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Beauvart.  This  lady  was  Dumourlez*  miftrcfs,  a  wo- 
man of  eafy  virtue,  and  fifter  to  Rivarol,  living  in  the 
midft  of  people  of  difToIute  manners,  and  difgufting  ari- 
ftocracy.  I  have  forgot  the  nature  of  the  affair,  and  the 
parties ;  but  the  names,  the  dates,  and  the  particulars, 
were  known,  and  the  fa6l  was  undoubted.  It  was 
agreed  that  Dumouriez  fhould  be  fc rioufly  requefted  to 
difmifs  Bonne-Carrere,  and  to  preferve,  or  to  put  on  a 
decency  of  demeanor,  without  which  it  was  impoffible  for 
him  to  remain  in  the  m^iniftry,  and  to  avoid  injury  to  the 
good  caufe.  Genfonne,  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  Dumouriez ;  and  Briflbt,  to  whom  all  Bonne-Car- 
rere's  tricks  had  been  denounced,  determined  to  fpeak 
to  him  at  Roland's,  in  his  prefence,  and  in  that  of  three 
or  four  other  perfons,  either  his  colleagues,  or  members 
of  the  legiflative  body.  Accordingly,  after  dining  at  my 
table,  and  retiring  into  the  room  which  I  generally  in- 
habited, the  grievance  was  fet  forth,  and  the  obferva- 
tions  it  warranted,  were  made  to  Dumouriez.  Roland, 
with  all  the  gravity  of  his  age  and  chara6ber,  took  the 
liberty  of  infifting  upon  the  matter,  as  interefting  to  the 
whole  miniftry.  Nothing  being  lefs  agreeable  to  Du- 
mouriez than  this  precifion,  and  the  tone  of  remon- 
ftrance,  he  endeavoured  at  firft  to  give  the  fubjedl  a 
light  turn  but  finding  himfelf  hard  prefTed  by  fober  ar- 
gument, he  grew  angry,  and  took  leave  with  an  air  of 
difcontent.  From  that  day  he  ceafed  to  vifit  the  mem- 
bers of  the  affembly,  and  did  not  feem  fatisfied  when  he 
met  them  at  my  houfe,  whither  he  came  much  lefs  fre- 
quently than  before.  Reflecting  upon  this  condudl,  I 
told  Roland,  *  that,  without  pretending  to  be  verfed 
in  intrigue,  I  believed,    according  to  the  practice  of 
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the  world,  the  hour  of  ruining  Dumoiinez  was  at  hand, 
if  he  du\  not  wiQi  to  be  overturned  hifnfelf.  ^  I  know 
verv  well/  added  I,  ^  that  you  will  not  defcend  to  fuch 
manoeuvres  ;  but  it  is  not  the  lefs  true,  that  Dumouriez 
will  certainly  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  thofe  by  whofe 
ctnfure  he  has  been  offended.  When  a  man  once  be- 
gins to  read  le6tures,  and  does  it  to  no  purpofe,  he  muft 
punlfh,  or  exped  to  be  moiefl-ed/  Dumouriez,  who 
was  partial  to  Bonne-Carrere,  made  him  his  confidant  as 
far  as  he  was  perfonally  concerned ;  and  Bonne-Carrere^, 
who  had  accefs  to  the  queen  by  means  of  feveral  vvomea 
with  whom  he  was  connedled,  found  means  to  hufli 
up  the  difgraceful  ftory.  Intrigues  were  fet  on  foot; 
the  famous  decrees  followed;  and  although  Dumou- 
riez was  for  giving  them  the  royal  affent,  he  con- 
trived to  keep  in  favour  at  court,  and  was  of  ufe,  ♦ 
after  the  departure  of  his  colleagues,  either  by  propof- 
ing  fucceflors,  or  by  accepting  the  war  department 
though,  by  the  way,  he  did  not  keep  it  long ;  for  the 
court,  which  at  firft  had  been  glad  to  retain  him,  that 
they  riiight  not  appear  to  difmifs  all  the  minifters  de- 
nominated patriots  at  once,  got  rid  of  him  foon  after. 
But  he  was  too  dexterous  not  to  avoid  a  total  difgrace, 
and  obtained  employment  in  the  army  conformable  to 
his  rank. 

Even  the  patriots  imagined  it  was  advifable  to 
turn  his  talents  to  account,  and  were  in  hopes  that  he 
would  m.ake  a  good  ufe  of  them  in  his  miUtary  career,  i 
— One  of  the  principal  difficulties  that  embarrafied  go- 
vernment, after  the  loth  of  Augufl,  was  to  had  perfons 
fit  to  fill  public  employs,  particularly  in  that  line.  The 
old  government  had  conferred  the  rank  of  officer  upon 

none 
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none  but  nobles ;  and  knowledge  and  experience  were 
Goncenrrated  in  their  order ;  but  the  people  were  uneafy 
at  Teeing  them  intruded  with  the  conduct  of  the  forces 
intended  to  fupport  a  conftitution  adverfe  to  their  in- 
tereft.  Struck  with  this  contraft,  they  could  not,  like 
the  enlightened  part  of  mankind,  judge  of  the  reafons  of 
conPiderjce,  founded  on  one  man's  difpoficion,  on  the 
pafTions  of  another,  and  on  the  principles  of  a  third. 
Th- ir  flatterers,  on  the  contrary,  aggravated  their  fears, 
and  excited  their  diftruft :  everlafting  denunciators,  they 
fet  therafelyes  up  as  enemies  to  every  man  in  place,  that 
they  might  eftablifh  themfclves  in  thofe  places  which  bed 
fuited  their  ambition  :  fuch  is  the  fyflem  of  all  agitators, 
from  Hippo,  the  orator  of  Syracufe,  to  Robefpierre, 
the  fpeechtfier  of  Paris. 

Roland,  recalled  to  the  miniflry,  thought  that  the 
public  good,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  made  it 
his  duty  to  do  away  all  idea  of  oppofidon  between  Du- 
mouriez  and  himfelf,  fince  each  was  ferving  the  repub- 
lic in  his  way.  "  The  chances  in  politics,"  faid  he  in 
his  letter,     are  as  uncertain  as  in  war ;  /  am  again  in 

the  executive  council ;  you  are  at  the  head  of  an 
"  army :  you  have  the  errors  of  your  adminiftration  to 
"  efface  from  the  public  mind,  and  laurels  to  gather  in 

the  field  of  Mars !  You  were  led  into  an  intrigue 
"  which  made  you  do  an  ill  ofHce  to  your  colleagues, 
"  and  were  duped,  in  your  turn,  by  the  very  court 
"  whofe  favour  you  were  flriving  to  preferve.  But 

you  are  not  unlike  thofe  valorous  knights,  who  were 

every  now  and  then  guilty  of  litdc  roguifli  tricks, 
"  at  which  they  were  the  firil  to  laugh  themfelves  but 

who  fought  neverthelefs  like  furies,  when  their  ho- 

"  nour 
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nour  was  at  ftake.    It  mufl:  be  confefied  that  this 
"character  does  not  very  well  accord  with  republican 
aufterity :  it  is  the  confequence  of  thofe  manners, 
which  wc  have  not  yet  been  able  to  throw  off,  and  for 
"  which  you  will  be  fure  of  a  pardon^  if  you  beat  the 
"  enemy.    You  will  find  me  in  the  council  ever  ready 
"  to  fecond  your  enterprifes  as  long  as  they  have  the 
"  public  welfare  in  view.    Where  that  is  concerned  I 
"  am  a  ftranger  to  all  favour  and  afFc6lion  j  and  fhall 
"  look  up  to  you  as  to  one  of  the  faviours  of  my  coun- 
try,  provided  you  devote  yourfelf  fincerely  to  its  de- 
fence/' — Dumouriez's  anfwer  was  fpirited,  and  his 
cbndu6l  no  lefs  fo — he  repulfed  the  Pruffians. 

I  remember  at  this  period,  fome  hopes  were  en- 
tertained of  detaching  them  from  the  league,  and  fomc 
overtures  made  in  confequence ;  but  they  led  to  nothing. 
He  came  to  Paris  after  the  enemy  had  evacuated  our 
territory,  to  concert  the  plan  of  his  Belgic  campaign. 
Roland  faw  him  at  the  council  chamber,  and  once 
he  came  to  dine  at  our  houfe,  with  feveral  other 
guefts.  When  he  entered  the  room,  he  appeared  a 
little  embarraffed,  and  offered  me  a  beautiful  bouquet 
which  he  had  in  his  hand,  with  fomewhat  of  an  awk- 
ward air  for  a  man  of  fo  much  afllirance.  I  fmiled,  and 
told  him,  that  the  tricks  of  fortune  were  whimfical 
enough;  and  that  doubtlefs  he  never  expedled  Hie 
would  enable  me  to  receive  him  again  in  that  hotel; 
but  flowers  did  not  the  lefs  become  the  conqueror 
of  the  Prufilans,  and  that  I  received  them  with  pleafure 
from  his  hand.  After  dinner  he  propofed  going  to  the 
opera.  That,  again,  was  a  remnant  of  the  old  folly 
of  otir  generals,  whofe^  cuftom  it  was  to  fliew  them- 
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felves  at  the  playhoufe,  and  fcek  theatrical  crowns 
whenever  they  had  obtained  an  advantage  over  the 
enemy.  Somebody  afl^ed  me  if  I  did  not  intend  to  be 
there  5  but  I  declined  giving  an  anfwer,  becaufe  it  was 
neither  confident  with  my  character  nor  my  manners  to 
appear  in  public  v/ith  Dumouriez.  When  the  company 
was  gone,  however,  I  propofcd  to  Vergniaux  to  take  a 
feat  in  my  box,  in  company  with  rhy  daughter  and 
myfelf.  We  went  thither,  and  were  told  by  the  alio- 
nifhed  box-keeper  that  the  minifter's  box  was  full. 
*  That  is  impoflible,'  faid  I  j  for  nobody  could  go  into 
it  without  a  ticket  figned  by  him,  and  I  had  not  given  a 
fingle  one  away. — ^  But  it  is  the  minifber  himfelf,  and 
he  infifted  upon  admiffion.' — '  No,  that  cannot  be  :  open 
the  door,  and  I  (hall  foon  fee  who  it  is.*  Two  or  three 
JanS' culottes,  in  the  fhape  of  bullies,  were  ftanding  in  the 
lobby.  *  Don't  open  the  door,'  cried  they,  '  the  mi- 
niftdr  is  there.' — ^  I  cannot  help  it,'  anfwered  the  wo- 
man, who  inftantly  obeyed  me  j  and  there  I  difcovered 
Danton's  broad  face,  that  of  Fabre,  and  two  or  three 
women  of  fufpicious  appearance.  The  opera  was  be- 
gun 3  their  eyes  were  turned  upon  the  ftage;  and  Dan- 
ton  was  leaning  over  towards  the  next  box  to  fpeak  to 
Dumouriez,  whom  I  recognized  immediately.  All  this 
I  faw  at  a  fingle  glance,  without  being  perceived  by  any 
body  in  the  box,  and  pufhing  the  door  to,  made  a  hafty 
retreat.  '  Why,  indeed,'  faid  I  to  the  box-keeper,  '  a 
certain  ci-devant  minifter  of  juftice  is  there,  whom  I 
■  would  rather  leave  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  imperti- 
nence, than  enter  into  any  altercation  with  him :  I  have 
nothing  to  do  here.'  On  faying  this,  I  retired,  well 
'  pleafed  upon  the  whole  that  Danton's  folly  had  faved  me 

from 
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from  the  incongruity  I  wiflied  to  avoid  of  appearing  In 
public  with  Dumouriez,  whofe  feat  would  have  been  fo 
very  near  to  mine.    1  afterwards  heard  that  Danton  and 
Fabre  conftandy  attended  him  to  all  the  other  theatres, 
where  he  was  weak  enough  to  Ihew  himfelf    As  to  me, 
I  have  never  feen  him  fmce.    This,  then,  is  the  whole 
of  our  connexion  with  a  man,  whofe  accomplices  people 
were  pleafed  to  fuppofe  us  at  the  time  of  his  treachery. 
Dumouriez  is  adive,  vigilant,  witty,  and  brave ;  calcu- 
lated alike  for  war  and  for  intrigue.    Pofieffed  of  great 
military  talents,  he  was  the  only  man  in  France,  in  the 
opinion  even  of  his  jealous  competitors,  able  to  com- 
mand a  large  army  properly ;  but  he  was  better  fitted 
by  his  verfatlle  difpofirion,  and  by  his  diflblute  morals, 
to  ierve  under  the  old  court,  than  under  the  new  go- 
vernment.    His  extenfive  views,  and  the  fpirit  with 
which  he  purfues  them,  render  him  capable  of  forming 
vaft  projeds  i  nvor  does  he  want  abilities  to  carry  them 
into  execution ,  but  his  temper  is  not  equal  to  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  his  impatience  and  impetuofity  hurry 
him  into  meafures  precipitate  or  indifcreet.     He  is 
excellent  at  devifing  a  ftratagem ;    but  incapable  of 
concealing  his  purpofe  for  any  length  of  nme.  Du- 
mouriez, in  fliort,  to  become  the  leader  of  a  party, 
wanted  a  cooler  head. 

I  am  perfuaded  he  did  not  go  to  the  Belgic  pro- 
vinces with  treacherous  intendons :  he  \^'Ould  have  ferved 
the  republic  as  he  had  ferved  the  king,  provided  it  had 
tended  to  his  glory  and  advantage ;  but  the  injudicious 
decrees  pafied  by  the  convention,  the  infamous  condudl 
of  its  commifTaries,  and  the  blunders  of  the  executive 
power,  ruining  our  caufe  in  that  country,  and  the  afped 
g  of 
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of  affairs  threatening  a  general  convulfion,  lie  conceived 
the  idea  of  giving  them  a  turn,  and  for  want  of  temper 
and  prudence  bewildered  himfelf  in  his  combinations. 
Dumouriez  muft  be  very  amiable  in  orgies  of  his  own 
fex,  and  agreeable  to  women  of  difibluce  manners :  he 
appears  to  have  fdll  all  the  fprighdinefs  of  youdi,  and 
all  the  gaiety  of  a  lively  and  free  imagination  j  but  with 
women  of  a  referved  dilpofition  there  is  fomething 
formal  in  his  politenefs.  He  ufed  to  divert  the  king  in 
council  by  the  moPc  extravagant  ftories,  at  v^hich  his 
grave  colleagues  could  not  help  laughing ;  and  not  un- 
frequendy  he  feafoned  them  with  truths  equally  bold  and 
well  applied.  What  a  difference  between  this  man, 
vicious  as  he  is,  and  Lukner,  who  at  one  time  was  the 
only  hope  of  France  !  Never  did  I  meet  wich  any  thing 
fo  contemptible.  He  was  an  old  foldier,  half  brutifiedy 
wanting  in  common  fenfe,  and  deflitute  of  all  energy  of 
mind;  a  mere  phantom  of  a  man,  who,  by  means  of  his 
broken  French,  his  fondnefs  for  wine,  a  few  oaths,  and 
a  kind  of  intrepidity,  had  acquired  great  popularity 
in  the  army,  among  mercenary  machines,  ever  the 
dupes  of  any  one  who  taps  them  on  the  fhoulder, 
fpeaks  to  them  with  familiarity,  and  punifhes  them  from 
time  to  dme.  '  O  my  poor  country!'  faid  I  next  day 
to  Guadet,  who  afked  iric  what  I  thought  of  Lukner, 
«  you  are  undone  indeed,  if  you  are  obliged  to  fend 
abroad  for  fuch  a  being,  and  to  confide  your  defliny  to 
fuch  hands  1' 

I  am  perfe6tly  ignorant  of  tadics,  and  Lukner,  for 
aught  I  know^,  might  underhand  the  routine  of  his  pro- 
feflion ;  but  I  am  well  allured  that  no  man  can  be  a 
great  general  without  good  fenfe  and  rationality. 

The 
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'  The  thing  which  furprifed  me  the  moft,  after  my 
hufband's  elevation  had  given  me  an  opportunity  of 
being  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  perlons,  par- 
ticularly of  thofe  employed  in  important  affairs,  was.  |: 
the  univerial  meannels  of  their  minds :  at  furpa(Ies  every 
thing  that  can  be  imagined,  and  extends  to  every  rank, 
from  the  clerk,  who  itands  in  need  of  nothing  but  fenfc  | 
to  comprehend  a  plain  queftion,  method  to  treat  it,  and 
a  decent  ftylc  to  draw  up  a  letter,  to  the  minifter 
charged  with  the  government,  the  general  at  the  head 
of  armies,  and  the  ambalTador  employed  to  protedl  the  : 
interefts  of  the  ilate.    But  for  that  experience,  never 
fliould  I  have  thought  fo  poorly  of  my  fpecies ;  nor  was 
it  till  that  period  that  I  afllimed  any  confidence  in  my- 
felf :  till  then  I  was  as  bafhful  as  a  boarder  in  a  con- 
vent, and  thought  people  who  had  more  afTurancc  | 
than  myfelf,  had  more  abilities  alfo. — I  no  longer  won- 
der, indeed,  that  I  was  a  favourite:  my  friends  per- 
ceived I  was  not  without  my  lhare  of  merit,  and 
yet  I  fincerely  did  homage  to  other  people's  vanity. —  j 
In  this  fcarcity  of  men  of  abilities,  the  revolution  having 
fuccefTively  driven  away  thofe  whofe  birth,  fortune,  edu-  \ 
cation,  and  circumftances,  had  rendered  them  fuperior  to 
the  mafs  of  the  people  by  a  fomewhat  higher  degree 
of  cultivation,  it  is  no  wonder  if  we  fell  gradually  into 
the  hands  of  the  grolTeft  ignorance,  and  moft  fhameful 
incapacity.    There  are  a  great  many  degrees  between  j 
de  Grave  and  Bouchotte.     The  former  was  a  litde 
man,  whom  nature  had  made  gentle,  whofe  prejudices 
infpired  him  with  pride,  and  whofe  heart  perfuaded  him 
to  be  amiable    but  who,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to 
reconcile  thofe  various  afFeftions,  at  laft  became  nothing  I 

at  i 
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at  all.  I  think  I  fee  him  now,  walking  upon  his  heels, 
with  his  elbows  turned  out,  and  his  head  ered,  very 
often  (hewing  nothing  but  the  whites  of  his  great  blue 
eyes,  which  he  could  not  keep  open  after  dinner  without 
the  afliftance  of  two  or  three  cups  of  cofl^ee  fpeaking 
little,  as  if  out  of  difcretion,  but  in  reality  for  fear  of 
expofing  himfelf;  and 'truly  anxious  about  his  official 
concerns,  but  diflradled  by  their  multiplicity.  The 
confequence  was,  that  at  laft  he  abandoned  a  place  for 
which  he  felt  himfelf  unfit.  I  will  fay  nothing  of  Bou- 
chotte ;  an  idiot  is  defcribed  in  three  fyllables  but  his 
faults  were  innumerable.  Of  Servan  I  have  fpoken 
clfewhere;  a  brave  foldier,  an  excellent  citizen,  and  a 
man  of  information,  he  poirelTed  a  degree  of  merit 
feldom  to  be  met  with :  the  world  would  be  too  happy  if 
there  were  many  men  of  that  charadter.  Claviere,  a  man 
of  underftanding^  but  of  that  difagreeable  difpofition  fo 
common  among  people,  who  palTing  much  of  their  time 
in  their  clofets,  form  opinions  there,  which  they  after- 
wards maintain  v/ith  obftinacy,  was  neither  deficient  in 
knowledge  nor  philofophy ;  but  financial  habits  had  in 
fomc  meafure  narrowed  his  mind.  Pecuniary  calcula- 
tions indeed  always  fpoil  the  happieft  difpofitions ;  for  it 
IS  impoffible  for  a  man  not  to  fet  a  high  value  upon  that 
which  conftitutcs  his  daily  occuparion.  A  banker  may 
be  an  able  and  well-informed  man ;  but  he  will  never 
number  the  difintereftednefs  of  Ariilides  among  his  vir- 
tues. Claviere  is  very  laborious,  eafy  to  be  led  by 
thofe  who  know  his  weak  fide,  Uit  infupportable  in  his 
commerce  with  any  body  who  partakes  of  his  own  ob- 
ftinacy  in  difpute  j  a  bad  judge  of  mankind,  of  whom  he 
never  ftudied  but  one  part,  their  underftandings,  without 

attending 
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attending  to  their  difpofitions,  their  interefts,  and  theif 
pafiions;  timid  in  council,  although  fometimes  carried  ; 
away  by  the  warmth  of  his  temper  j  in  a  word,  he  is 
rather  a  good  adminiilrator  than  an  able  mjniftcr.  j 

I  never  yet  could  underftand  what  it  was  that  pro- 
moted Duranthon  tQ;  a  place  in  the  adminiftration,  un- 
lefs  indeed  it  were  the  idea  of  the  little  ability  neceflary 
to  fill  that  of  minifter  of  juftice.    Heavy,  flothful,  vain, 
and  talkative,  tim.id  and  confined  in  his  notions,  he  was 
in  truth  no  better  than  an  old  woman.    His  reputation  i 
for  integrity,  the  fober  manners  of  a  decent  advocate,  \ 
a  few  tedimonies  of  attachment  to  the  revolution,  and  , 
the  age  of  experience,  probably  ferved  him  as  a  recom- 
mendation j  but  he  had  not  even  fenfe  enough  to  make 
a  feafonable  retreat,  the  only  meafure  by  which  he  could 

have  acquired  a  portion  of  glory.    When  I  recoiled  ( 

•I 

what  kind  of  men  he  has  had  for  his  fucceflbrs,  I  am  lefs 
angry  with  thofe  who  thought  him  worthy  of  his  place ; 
but  I  cannot  help  afking  m.yfelf  where  we  are  to  feek  for 
men  qualified  to  hold  the  reins  of  government. 

Lacofte  had  the  official  knowledge,  the  laborious  | 
habits,  and  the  infignlficance  of  a  clerk.    Having  been  ' 
long  employed  in  the  admiralty-office  (Bureaux  de  la  ' 
marine  J,  he  was  thought  fit  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  in  which  he  committed  no  blunders.    But  \ 
he  was  deflitute  of  the  capacity  and  adlivity  which  ought  \ 
to  charaderize  the  adminiftrator  of  fo  confiderable  a 
branch  of  the  public  bufinefs,  and  his  want  of  them  was 
expofed  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times.    Nothing  fhort 
of  the  inability  of  Monge,  could  have  afforded  an  advan- 
tageous obje6l  of  comparifon  for  Lacofte. — Beneath  the 
mafk  of  a  countenance  almoft  indicating  timidity,  the 

latter 
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latter  concealed  an  irritable  dirpofition,  which,  In  cafe 
of  contradi6lion,  degenerated  into  the  moft  ridiculous 
violence. 

Such  was  the  compofition  of  the  miniflry  the  firfl 
time  that  Roland  belonged  to  it.  There  prevailed,  in  the 
beginning,  a  great  union  between  the  members  of  the 
council ;  and  I  verily  believe  they  were  all  fincerely 
attached  to  die  conftitution,  with  more  or  lefs  of  regard 
to  their  own  incerefl  on  the  part  of  feveral.  As  they 
afTembled  at  each  other's  houfes  on  the  days  the 
council  met,  I  had  them  to  dine  with  me  once  a 
week.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  legifiative  body 
were  alfo  invited  5  and  the  converfation  ufed  to  turn  on 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  with  a  common  defire  of  pro- 
moting the  public  good.  This  was  a  happy  time  in 
comparifon  of  that  which  followed ! 


Part  II. 
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ROLAND'S  SECOND  ADMINISTRATION. 

At  the  time  of  the  recal  of  Roland,  Claviere,  and 
Servan,  the  compofition  of  the  miniflry  was  completed 
by  the  appointment  of  Danton,  whom  I  have  fufficiently 
depifted  elfewliere,  and  by  that  of  Monge  and  Ic  Brun ; 
the  former  to  the  marine  department,  the  latter  to  that 
of  foreign  affairs.  Nothing  is  fo  diftrefling  as  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  a  choice  in  circumftances  like  thofe  of 
the  times  in  queftion.  Every  man  who  had  belonged  to 
the  court,  diredly  or  indircdly,  was  profcribed  by  pub- 
lic opinion ;  nor  could  any  thing  fliort  of  the  brilliant 
proofs  of  patriotifm  given  by  Servan,  efface  that  original 
fin,  even  fmail  as  it  was  in  regard  to  him.  The  perfons 
employed  to  make  a  choice  were  ill  calculated  to  do  fo. 
New  thcmfelves  to  public  affairs,  our  legiflators  could 
not  boaft  of  thofe  cxtenfive  connedlions  which  lead  to 
an  acquaintance  with  a  great  number  of  individuals,  and 
enable  a  man  to  fcled  from  them  the  perfons  beft 
fitted  for  important  employments.  The  committee 
was  puzzled  to  make  a  choice,  when  the  idea  of  Monge, 
who  was  known  to  Condorcet  as  a  fellow  academician, 
and  of  whofe  patriotifm  feveral  others  had  heard  favour- 
able mention,  prefented  itfelf.  Monge,  a  mathemati- 
cian, fometimes  fent  to  examine  officers  at  the  out-ports, 
an  honeft  citizen,  the  father  of  a  refpedable  family,  and 
a  zealous  member  of  the  club  of  the  Luxemburg,  was 
for  a  moment  weighed  in  the  fcale  againft  Meunier,  his 
colleague  at  the  academy,  and  an  officer  of  engineers  j 
but  as  the  latter  was  known  to  have  paid  his  court  to 
the  great,  Monge  v/as  preferred. 

Good* 
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Good-humoured,  thick-witted,  and  inclined  to  buf- 
foonery, Monge  was  a  ftone-ciitter  at  Mezieres,  where 
the  Abbe  Boflut,  perceiving  him  to  have  a  turn  for  the 
mathematics,  initiated  him  in  that  fcience,  and  encou- 
raged him  by  a  donation  of  fix  livres  a  week :  but  when 
by  application  he  had  got  forward  in  the  world,  he 
ceafed  to  vifit  his  benefadlor,  confidering  himfelf  as  his 
i  equal.    Accuftomed  to  calculate  immutable  elements, 
Monge  was  deftitute  of  all  knov/ledge  of  the  world,  or 
I  of  public  affairs :  heavy  and  awkward  in  his  pleafantry, 
i  he  recalled  to  my  recolledlion,  in  his  clumfy  attempts  at 
I  Ivit,  the  bears  kept  in  the  ditches  of  the  city  of  Berne, 
whofe  playful  tricks,  correfponding  with  their  uncouth 
I  forms,  amufe  the  paffengers. 

The  new  minifter  filled  his  office  with  men  as  little 
I  capable  of  afling  as  he  was  of  judging:  he  took  great 
''pains  without  doing  any  good,  and  fuffered  the  ma- 
rine to  be  diforganized  at  a  time  when  it  was  moft 
i  important  to  keep  up>  and  even  to  increafe  the  efl:ablifh- 
'  irient.    Praife,  however,  is  due  to  the  goodnefs  of  his 
intentions :  he  was  frightened  at  the  burthen,  and  wifiied 
to  lay  it  down;  but  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  better 
man,  procured  him  an  invitation  to  remain  at  his  poft. 
By  degrees  his  duty  came  to  fit  eafy  on  him,  and  he 
fiuicied  that  he  did  it  as  well  as  it  could  have  been  done 
^  by  any  body  elfe.    But  though  a  bad  adminiftrator,  he 
i  was  ftill  worfe  as  a  counfellor;,  and  ferved  only  to  fill  a 
J  chair  during  the  debates  of  the  executive  power,  con- 
5  curring  conftantly  in  fentiment  with  the  mofi:  timid, 
)  becaufe  having  none  of  his  own,  he  naturally  followed 
o'that  which  was  moft  conformable  to  the  views  of  a 
narrow  mind. 

1*  D  2  When 
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When  Pache  was  promoted  to  the  miniftry,  he  be- 
came the  oracle  of  his  friend  and  admirer  Monge,  who 
was  no  longer  of  any  opinion  but  his,  and  received  it 
as  if  it  had  been  the  infpiration  of  the  divinity.  Thus 
was  he  Maratized ;  and  thus  did  this  man,  who  was  def- 
tined  by  nature  to  play  a  better  part,  become  the  abet- 
tor of  the  mod  atrocious  and  fanguinary  doctrines. 

Le  Brun,  employed  in  the  office  of  foreign  affairs, 
pafTed  for  a  man  of  found  underftanding,  becaufe  he 
never  had  any  flights  of  fancy,  and  for  a  man  of  abili- 
ties, becaufe  he  had  been  a  tolerable  clerk.    He  was 
tolerably  acquainted  with   the  diplomatic  chart,  and 
could  draw  up  a  fenfible  letter  or  report.    In  ordinary 
times,  he  would  have  done  very  well  for  the  depart- 
ment which  is  the  leaft  laborious,  and  where  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  of  the  mod  agreeable  kind.    But  he  had  none  of 
that  a6livity  of  mind  and  difpofition,  v/hich  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  to  difplay  at  the  moment  he  was  called  to 
the  miniftry.    Ill-informed  of  what  was  going  on  among 
our  neighbours,  and  fending  minifters  to  foreign  courts, 
who,  although  not  deftitute  of  merit,  had  none  of  thofe 
qualities  which  fcrve  to  recommend  a  man,  and  who 
could  hardly  penetrate  further  than  the  anti-chambers  of 
the  great;  he  neidier  made  ufe  of  that  kind  of  intrigue, 
by  which  employment  might  have  been  found  at  home 
for  thofe  who  wifhed  to  attack  us,  nor  of  that  kind  of 
dignity  with  which  a  powerful  ftate  ought  to  inveft  its 
acknowledged  agents  in  order  to  procure  itfelf  rcfpefl — 
<  What  are  you  about     Roland  fometimcs  ufed  to  fay, 
*  In  your  place,  I  would  have  put  all  Europe  in  motion, 
and  have  infured  peace  to  France,  without  the  aid  of 
arms;  I  would  take  care  to  know  what  is  going  on 
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in  every  cabinet,  and  exert  my  influence  there.'  Le 
Brun  was  never  in  a  hurry;  and  now,  in  Aiiguft  1793, 
Semonville,  who  ought  to  have  been  at  Conftantinople 
eight  months  ago,  has  jufh  been  intercepted  in  his  way 
through  Switzerland.  The  laft  choice  of  Le  Brun  will 
ferve  to  chara6lerize  him  completely,  without  my  add- 
ing another  trait.  He  has  appointed  Grouvelle,  the  fe- 
cretary  to  the  council,  of  whom  in  that  quality  I  ought 
already  to  have  fpoken,  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Denmark. 

Grouvelle,  a  pupil  of  Cerutti,  of  whom  he  learned 
nothing  but  to  conftrud  affe6led  phrafes,  which  contain 
the  whole  of  Jiis  phllofophy;  narrow-minded,  frigid, 
and  vain,  the  laft  editor  of  the  Feuilie  VillageGifc,  be- 
come as  flat  as  himfelf ;  Grouvelle  had  been  candidate 
for  fome  place  or  other  in  the  miniftry,  and  was  ap- 
pointed fecretary  to  the  council  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
according  to  a  conftitutional  law,  againft  the  difre- 
gard  of  which  Roland  had  remonftrated  with  fo  much 
warmth,  that  the  king  had  at  laft  determined  to  attend 
to  it.  Roland  was  in  hopes  that  the  keeping  of  a  re- 
gular regifter,  in  which  an  entry  might  be  made  of 
the  debates,  would  give  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
council  a  more  ferious,  as  well  as  a  more  ufcful  turn  : 
he  perceived  befides,  that  it  would  aflx^rd  to  men  pof- 
feffed  of  a  firm*  temper  of  mind  an  opportunity  of  au- 
thenticating their  opinions,  and  of  fecuring  a  teftimiony 
fometimes  ufeful  to  hiftory,  and  always  neceffary  to  their 
own  juftification.  But  the  beft  inftitutions  are  only  ad- 
j  vantageous  when  in  the  hands  of  people  incapable  of  pcr- 
j  verdng  them.  Grouvelle  did  not  know  hov/  to  take 
I  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  minifters,  for  the 
I  mofl: 


(   ^8  ) 

mofl:  part,  cared  little  whether  any  traces  of  their 
opinion  remained.  The  fccretary  was  never  able 
to  do  more  than  draw  up  a  fummary  of  the  refolu- 
tions  taken,  without  the  afllgnment  of  any  reafons, 
or  the  mention  of  any  oppofition;  nor  could  Roland 
ever  find  means  to  get  his  obje<5lions  inferted,  even 
when  he  formally  refilled  the  refolution  of  the  council. 
Grouvelle  conftantly  interfered  in  the  difcuflion,  and 
by  his  captious  manner  contributed  not  a  little  to  ren- 
der it  perplexing,  till  Roland,  out  of  all  patience,  ob- 
ferved  to  him  one  day  that  he  did  not  recoiled  his  bu- 
finefs  there. — *  What,  am  I  nothing  but  an  ink-horn  !' 
exclaimed  the  important  fecretary  in  an  angry  tone.  -  -  - 
*  You  ought  to  be  nothing  elfe  here,'  replied  the  fe- 
vere  Roland  ^  every  time  you  interfere  in  the  debate 
you  forget  your  duty,  which  is  to  take  it  down ;  and 
this  is  the  reafon  why  you  have  only  time  to  make  a 
little  infignificant  flatement  upon  a  loofe  Iheet  of  paper, 
which,  when  entered  in  the  regifter,  gives  not  the  fmalleft 
idea  of  the  operations  of  government  j  whereas  the  re- 
gifter of  the  council  ought  to  ferve  as  archives  to  the 

executive  power.'  Grouvelle  was  much  incenfed, 

but  he  neither  improved  nor  altered  his  method,  which, 
as  my  reader  will  eafily  perceive,  was  quite  good  enough 
for  fach  men  as  I  have  defcribed  above.  The  falary  of 
his  place  was  twenty  thoufand  livres  (^^833),  to  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  add  an  apartment 
in  the  Louvre,  fpacious  enough  to  lodge  himfelf  and 
his  clerks,  and  made  his  reprefentation  to  the  mini- 
fter  of  the  home  departm.ent  accordingly.  It  requires 
but  little  knowledge  of  Roland's  charadler  to  conceive 
the  indignation  v^ith  which  he  received  this  propofal,  and 
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the  vigour  with  which  he  repelled  it.  *  Clerks !  faiJ  he, 
for  bufinefs  that  I  could  tranfatft  myfclf  in  a  few  hours, 
and  better  than  you  if  I  were  in  your  place. — I 
defire  that  you  will  take  a  copyift  to  fave  you  the  trouble 
of  delivering  fuch  copies  or  extracts  of  the  proceedings 
as  you  may  be  called  upon  to  furnifh  ;  but  twenty  ihou- 
fand  livres  are  quite  fufficient  to  pay  his  falary,  and  to 
find  a  lodging  for  him  as  well  as  for  yourfelf :  the  fum  is 
even  extravagant,  in  a  free  government,  for  the  place 
you  occupy,' 

Grouvclle  certainly  has  aright  not  to  be  fond  of  Roland, 
and  I  believe  that  he  cxercifes  it  to  its  full  extent. 

As  to  me,  I  felt,  in  the  mod  lively  manner,  that  his 
ridiculous  pretenfions  were  intolerable. — Thefe  men> 
made  up  of  vanity,  whofe  wit  is  a  mere  jargon,  whofe 
philofophy  is  pitiable  oftentation,  and  whofe  fentiments 
are  recolle6i:ions,  appear  to  me  a  kind  of  eunuchs,  in  a 
moral  fenfe,  whom  I  defpife  and  deteft  more  cordially 
than  fome  women  hate  and  difdain  thofe  creatures.  Such, 
however,  is  the  minifter  of  a  great  nation  at  a  foreign 
court,  of  which  it  is  important  to  preferve  the  efteem, 
and  fecure  the  neutrality.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the 
fecret  of  his  appointment;  but  I  would  wager  that 
Grouvelle,  half-dead  with  fear,  on  feeing  the  dilaftrous 
pofition  of  public  affairs,  requeftcd  le  Brun  to  get  him 
fent  out  of  France  in  any  way  whatever;  and  that 
le  Brun,  in  quality  of  minifter,  made  him  ambaffador, 
as  he  would  have  made  him  a  travelling-clerk,  if  he 
himfelf  had  been  a  merchant.  It  is  an  arrangement  be- 
tween individual  and  individual,  in  which  the  republic 
is  no  otherwife  concerned  than  in  conferring  the 
title,  and  advantages  attached  to  it,  and  in  receiving 
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the  injury  that  may  arife  from  being  fo  badly  repre- 
fen  ted. 

The  choice  of  an  envoy  to  the  United  States  was  con- 
duced with  more  wifdom  ;  and  affords  a  new  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  Briflbt,  againft  whom  the  fhare  he 
had  in  it  is  brought  forward  as  a  crime.  Bonne-Car- 
rere  having  been  fixed  upon,  I  know  not  at  what  pe- 
riodj  Briflbt  obferved  to  feveral  members  of  the  cqun- 
cil,  that  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  maintenance  of 
our  good  underftanding  with  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  to  the  glory  of  our  infant  republic,  to  fend  to 
America  a  man  whofe  difpofidon  and  manners  might  be 
agreeable  to  the  Americans.    In  that  refpecl  Bonne- 
Carrere  was  not  a  fuitable  perfon  :  an  amiable  libertine  of 
the  fafhionable  world,  and  a  gamefter,  whatever  might 
be  his  talents  and  abilities,  was  very  unfit  to  play  the 
grave  and  decent  part  becoming  a  minider  refident  with 
that  tranfatlandc  nadon, 

Briflbt  was  a6luated  by  no  perfonal  interefl: ;  he  was 
the  Lift  man  in  the  world  to  be  fo  influenced  :  he  men- 
tioned Geneft,  who  was  juft  returned  from  a  refidence 
of  five  years  in  Ruffia,  and  who,  befidcs  his  being  al- 
ready converfant  with  diplomatic  affairs,  poffeffed  all  the  . 
moral  virtues,  and  all  the  informarion,  that  could  render 
him  agreeable  to  a  ferious  people. 

That  propofal  v;as  wife ;  it  was  fupported  by  every 
poflible  confideration  ;  and  Geneft  was  preferred.  If 
this  be  an  intrigue,  let  us  pray  that  all  intriguers 
may  refemble  Briffot,  I  faw  Geneft,  I  defired  to 
fee  him  again,  and  fnould  always  be  delighted  with 
his  company.  His  judgment  is  folid,  and  his  mind  en- 
lightened ;  he  has  as  much  amenity  as  decency  of  man^ 
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ners ;  his  converfatlon  is  inftru6llve  and  agreeable,  and 
equally  free  from  pedantry  and  from  afFe6lation  :  gcnde- 
nefs,  propriety,  grace,  and  reafon,  are  his  chara6teriftics ; 
and  with  all  this  merit  he  unites  the  advantage  of  fpeak- 
ing  Englifh  with  fluency.  Let  the  ignorant  Robefpierre, 
and  the  extravagant  Chabot,  declaim  againft  fuch  a  man, 
by  calling  him  the  friend  of  Briflbt ;  let  them  procure 
by  their  clamours,  the  recall  of  the  one,  and  the  trial 
of  the  other :  they  will  only  add  to  the  proofs  of  their 
own  villany  and  ftupidity,  without  hurting  the  fame  of 
thofe  whom  they  may  find  means  to  deprive  of  exift- 
ence. 

During  Roland's  fecond  adminiftration,  as  well  as 
the  firft,  I  determined  to  receive  no  female,  and  that 
was  a  rule  to  which  I  fcrupuloufly  adhered.  My  circle 
was  never  very  extenfive,  and  never  did  the  greater  part 
of  it  confift  of  my  own  fex.  Befides  my  neareft  rela- 
tions, I  faw  nobody  but  the  perfons  wiiofe  congenial 
tafte  and  ftudies  gave  them  claims  to  my  hufband's  at- 
tention. I  was  fenfible  that  while  he  was  in  the  minif- 
try,  I  (hould  expofe  myfelf  to  very  troublcfome  com- 
pany j — to  company  that  might  even  be  attended  with 
danger.  It  appeared  to  me  that  madame  Petion's  con- 
du6t  at  the  Mairie*  was  highly  prudent ;  and  I  deemed  ic 
as  laudable  to  follow,  as  to  fet,  a  good  example.  Ac- 
cordingly I  had  neither  circle  nor  vifics :  that,  in  the  firfl: 
place,  was  a  great  economy  of  time,  an  ineftimaole  ad- 
vantage to  thofe  who  have  the  means  of  turning  it  to  any 
account.  Twice  a  week  only  I  gave  a  dinner :  once  to 
my  hufband*s  colleagues,  with  a  few  members  of  the 
Affemblyj  and  once  to  a  mixed  company,  coir.pofed 

*  The  refidence  of  the  mayor. 
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cither  of  national  reprefentatives,  of  firft  clerks  in  the 
public  offices,  or  of  fuch  other  perfons  as  took  a  part 
in  politics,  or  were  concerned  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Hate.  Tafte  and  neatnefs  prefided  at  my  table,  but  pro- 
fufion  and  the  luxury  of  ornaments  were  equally  un- 
known :  every  one  was  there  at  his  eafe,  without  devot* 
ing  much  time  to  conviviality,  becaufe  I  gave  only  a 
fingle  courfe,  and  relinquifhed  to  nobody  the  care  of 
doing  the  honours  of  the  table.  The  ufual  number  of 
guefts  was  fifteen ;  it  feldom  exceeded  eighteen  j  and 
once  only  amounted  to  twenty.  Such  were  the  repafts 
which  popular  orators  in  the  roftrum  of  the  Jacobins, 
converted  into  fumptuous  entertainments,  where,  like 
another  Circe,  I  corrupted  all  thofe  who  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  partake  of  the  banquet.  After  dinner,  we 
converfed  for  fome  time  in  the  drawing-room,  and  then 
every  one  took  leave.  We  fat  down  to  table  about  five; 
at  nine  not  a  creature  remained  j  and  yet  that  was  the 
court,  of  which  they  made  me  the  queen,  and  there, 
with  the  doors  wide  open,  did  we  carry  on  our  dark 
and  dangerous  confpiracies. 

The  other  days,  confined  to  our  family,  my  huf- 
band  and  myfelf  generally  fat  down  to  table  alone; 
for  the  tranfaftion  of  the  public  bufinefs  delaying  our 
dinner  to  a  very  late  hour,  my  daughter  dined  with  her 
governefs  in  her  own  room.  Thofe,  who  faw  me  at 
that  time,  will  bear  witnefs  in  my  favour,  whenever  the 
voice  of  truth  can  make  itfelf  heard:  I  Ihall  then  per- 
haps be  no  more;  but  I  fliall  go  out  of  this  world 
with  the  perfuafion,  that  the  memory  of  my  perfecutors 
will  be  loft  in  maledidions,  while  my  name  will  fome- 
times  be  recolleded  with  a  figh. 

Among 
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Among  the  perfons  whom  I  was  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving, and  of  whom  I  have  alrear^y  defcribed  the  moft 
remarkable,  Paine  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Declared 
a  French  citizen,  as  one  of  thofe  celebrated  foreigners, 
whom  the  nation  was  naturally  defiroiis  of  adopting,  he 
was  known  by  writings  which  had  been  iifeful  in  the 
American  revolution,  and  which  might  have  contri- 
buted to  produce  one  in  England.  1  fliall  not,  however, 
take  upon  me  to  pronounce  an  abfolute  judgment  upon  his 
charader,  becaufe  he  underflood  French  without  fpeak- 
ing  it,  and  becaufe  that  being  nearly  my  cafe  in  regard 
to  the  Englifli  language,  I  was  lefs  able  to  converfe  with 
him  than  to  liften  to  his  converfation  with  thofe  whofe 
political  Ikill  was  greater  than  my  own. 

The  boldnefs  of  his  conceptions,*^  the  originality  of 
his  ftyle,  and  the  llriking  truths  which  he  throws  with 
defiance  into  the  midft  of  thofe  whom  they  offend,  have 
neceflarily  attradled  great  attention ;  but  I  think  him 
better  fitted  to  fow  the  feeds  of  popular  commotion, 
than  to  lay  the  foundation  or  prepare  the  form  of  a  govern- 
ment. Paine  throws  light  upon  a  revolution  better  than 
he  concurs  in  the  making  of  a  conftitution.  Fie  takes 
up,  and  eftablifhes  thofe  great  principles,  of  which  the 
expofition  flrikes  every  eye,  gains  the  applaufe  of  a 
club,  or  excites  the  enthufiafm  of  a  tavern  ;  but  for  cool 
difcufiion  in  a  committee,  or  the  regular  labours  of  a 
legiflator,  I  conceive  David  Williams  infinitely  more  pro- 
per than  Paine.  Williams,  made  a  French  citizen  alfo, 
was  not  chofen  a  member  of  the  convention,  in  which 
he  would  have  been  of  more  ufe ;  but  was  invited  by 
the  government  to  repair  to  Paris,  where  he  pafTed  fe- 
yeral  months,  and  frequently  conferred  with  the  moft 

aclivc 
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aftive  reprefentatives  of  the  nation.  A  profound  thinker, 
and  a  real  friend  to  mankind,  he  appeared  to  me  to 
combine  their  means  of  happinefs,  as  well  as  Paine  feels 
and  defcribes  the  abul'es  which  confticute  their  mifery. 
I  favv  himj  from  the  very  firft  time  he  was  prefent  at  the 
fittings  of  the  affembly,  uneafy  at  the  diforder  of  the  de- 
bates, afflided  at  the  influence  exercifed  by  the  galleries, 
and  in  doubt  whether  it  were  pofTible  for  fuch  men,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  ever  to  decree  a  rational  conflitu- 
tion.  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  knov/ledgc  which 
he '  then  acquired  of  what  we  were,  attached  him 
more  ftrongly  to  his  country,  to  which  he  was  impatient 
to  return.  How  is  it  pofTible,  faid  he  to  me,  for  men  to 
debate  a  queftion,  who  are  incapable  of  liftening  to  each 
other  ?  Your  nation  does  not  even  take  pains  to  pre- 
ferve  that  external  decency,  which  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  in  public  alTemblies :  a  giddy  manner,  careleff- 
nefs,  and  a  flovenly  perfon,  are  no  recommendations  of 
a  legiflator ,  nor  is  any  thing  indifferent  which  paffes  in 
public,  and  of  which  the  effedl  is  repeated  every  day.— 
Good  heaven  1  what  would  he  fay  at  this  time,  if  he  were  to 
fee  our  fenators  dreft,  fince  the  jift  of  May,  like  wa- 
termen, in  long  trowfers,  a  jacket  and  a  cap,  with  the 
bofom  of  their  fhirts  open,  and  fwearing  and  gefticu- 
lating  like  drunken  Jans-cullottes  ?  He  would  think  it 
perfedly  natural  for  the  people  to  treat  them  like  their 
lackeys,  and  for  the  whole  nation,  debafed  by  its  excefles, 
to  crouch  beneath  the  rod  of  the  firft  defpot  who  fhali 
find  means  to  reduce  it  to  fubjeclion. — Williams  is  equally 
competent  to  fill  a  place  in  the  parliament,  or  the  fenate, 
and  will  carry  with  him  true  dignity  wherever  he  goes. 
By  what  Tally  of  imagination  is  Vandcrmonde  pre- 
;      I  fent 
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fent  to  mine  ?    Never  did  I  fee  eyes  fo  falfe,  more  truly 
cxprefs  the  turn  of  mind  of  the  perfon  to  whom  they  be- 
long.   One  would  fuppofc  the  man  to  have  had  his  un- 
derflanding  cue  into  two  equal  parrs  :  with  one  he  is 
capable  of  beginning  any  kind  of  rcafoning ;  but  it  is 
impofTible  for  him  with  the  other  to  carry  on  an  argu- 
ment, or  to  draw  from  the  whole  a  reafonable  conclu- 
fion.    What  a  poor  figure  does  fcience  make  in  a  head 
fo  badly  organized  !    Accordingly  Vandermonde,  an  aca- 
demician by  the  way,  and  the  friend  of  Pache  and  of 
Monge,  boafted  of  ferving  the  latter  as  a  counfelior, 
and  of  being  called  his  wife.    Speaking  to  me  one  day 
of  the  cordeliers  (to  which  fe6t  he  confefled  himfelf  to 
belong),  in  oppofition  to  the  perfons  who  confidered 
them  as  madmeriy  ^  We,*  faid  he,  ^  defire  order  by  reafon, 
and  you  are  of  the  party  that  defires  it  by  force.*  After 
fuch  a  definition  I  have  nothing  further  to  fay  of  this 
man's  crazy  brain.    But  fince  I  have  been  fpeaking  of 
an  academician,  I  muft  fay  a  word  or  two  of  Condorcety 
whofe  mind  is  capable  of  foaring  to  the  fublimefl: 
truths,  but  whofe  fpirit  v/ill  ever  be  on  a  level  with  the 
bafe  fendment  of  fear.    It  may  be  faid  of  his  under- 
ftanding,  in  reladon  to  his  perfon,  that  it  is  an  exqui- 
fite  liquor  imbibed  by  cotton.    Never  will  the  faying  ofi 
a  ftout  heart  in  a  feeble  body,  be  applied  to  him :  he 
is  as  defe(5live  in  fortitude  as  in  conftitution.    The  timi- 
dity which  charaderizes  him,  and  which  he  carries  into 
company  in  his  face  and  atdtude,  is  not  only  a  defc6t 
in  his  temperament,  but  feems  to  be  a  vice  inherent  in 
his  foul,  which  all  his  philofophy  cannot  overcome.— 
Hence  it  was,  that  afcer  having  ably  eftablirhcd  a  prin- 
ciple, or  demonftrated  a  truth,  he  voted  in  the  AfTembly 
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contrary  to  his  own  opinion,  when  obliged  to  ftand  up 
before  the  thundering  galleries,  armed  with  injurious 
-words,  and  prodigal  of  menaces.  He  was  very  well  in 
his  place  of  Secretary  to  the  academy  :  men  like  him 
may  write,  but  ought  never  to  be  a6lively  employed.  It  is 
even  a  fortunate  circumftance  when  they  can  be  made  of 
any  ufe  of  at  all,  for  moft  timid  men  are  abfolutely  good 
for  nothing.  Look  at  thofe  poltroons  of  the  Aflembly, 
pouring  forth  their  lamentations :  if  they  had  poffeffed 
fortitude  enough  to  procure  their  own  arreftation,  by 
protefling  againfl:  that  of  the  twenty-twoy  nobody 
•would  have  dared  to  hurt  a  hair  of  the  heads  of  two 
or  three  hundred  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  the 
republic  would  have  been  faved,  and  the  departments 
would  not  have  relapfed  into  fubmiffion.  The  people 
acquiefced  in  the  lofs  of  twenty  men,  but  an  aflembly, 
of  which  one  half  fhould  have  retired,  would  never 
have  been  confidered  as  the  national  convention. 
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PUBLIC  SPIRIT. 

What  was  the  Office  for  Public  Spirit,  which  has 
been  objeded  to  Roland  as  fo  great  a  crime  ? — I  am 
tempted  to  repeat  this  queftion  to  the  very  perfons  who 
afk  it ;  for  I  can  conceive  nothing  fo  chimerical  as 
that  phrafe. 

Roland,  reftored  to  the  miniftry  after  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft,  thought  that  nothing  was  more  urgent  than  to 
difFufe  the  fame  fpirit  through  all  the  departments  of  the 
ftate,  fo  that  every  thing  proceeding  in  an  uniform  courfe, 
the  fucce(s  of  the  revolution  might  be  infured :  he  there- 
fore addreffed  a  circular  letter  of  that  tendency  to  all  the 
adminiftrative  bodies,  nor  did  it  fail  to  produce  a  favour- 
able effedl.  The  Legiflative  Aflembly  felt  the  neccfllty 
of  fupporting  it  j  and  for  want  of  a  body  of  Public  In- 
ftru6lion,  which  was  not  yet  drawn  up,  determined  that 
an  hundred  thoufand  livres  fhould  be  left 

at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifter  of  the  interior,  for  the 
purpofe  of  difperfing  fuch  ufeful  writings  as  he  might 
think  fit. 

Roland,  rigid  in  his  economy,  made  it  his  bufinefs  to 
lay  out  this  money  to  the  beft  advantage  :  availing  him- 
felf  of  the  public  papers,  then  in  the  highefl  eftimation, 
he  ordered  them  to  be  forwarded  gratis  to  the  popular 
focieties,  to  the  parifli  priefts,  and  to  fuch  zealous  indi- 
viduals as  appeared  defirous  of  contributing  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  ftate.  Some  of  thofe  focieties,  and  feveral 
of  thofe  individuals,  feeing  that  the  government  inter- 
cftcd  itfclf  in  their  inftru6lion,  took  courage,  and'  now 
7  and 


(    48  ) 

and  then  wrote  to  the  minifter,  to  requeft  works  which 
the  Convention  had  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  which 
they  had  not  received.  The  minifter,  defirous  of  fatif- 
fying  them,  afligned  to  one  of  his  offices  the  care  of 
anfwering  thofe  letters,  and  of  forwarding  the  publications 
defired.  In  thefe  things  alone  confift  all  the  mighty  ma- 
chinations which  have  made  fo  much  noife,  and  which 
were  nothing  more  than  the  mere  execution  of  duties 
impofed  by  a  decree.  Roland  was  fo  careful  of  expence, 
that  at  the  end  of  fix  months  he  had  only  difburfed 
thirty-four  thoufand  livres,  out  of  the  hundred  thou- 
fand  of  which  he  was  at  liberty  to  difpofe ;  and  of  thofe 
he  delivered  an  exadt  account,  together  with  a  lift  of  ^ 
the  works  purchafed  and  given  away.  But  as  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  nature  of  his  place,  and  of  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which  he  found  himfelf,  he  fometimes  drew 
up  inftrudions,  which  he  difperfed  in  the  fame  manner ;  • 
and  as  his  writings  in  general  breathed  nothing  but  phi- 
lofophy  and  a  love  of  his  fellow-creatures,  fears  were  i 
entertained  left  the  perfonal  confideration  that  might  * 
thence  refult  fhould  render  him  too  powerful.  ; 

It  could  only  be  inferred  that  he  infpired  great  confi- 
dence, which,  by  facilitating  adminiftrative  operations, 
was  produdive  of  confiderable  advantage ;  but  fuppof- 
ing  it  neceffary  to  prevent  his  acquiring  too  much  ef- 
teem,  and  too  great  an  afcendancy,  nothing  was  necef- 
fary but  to  repeal  the  decree,  and  to  forbid  his  forward- 
ing any  thing  which  did  not  neceffariiy  belong  to  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  adminiftrative  bodies.  It  was  not 
however  any  regard  to  the  public  weal,  but  jealoufy  of  j 
the  individual,  which  raifed  fuch  a  fermentation  in  men's 
minds  j  and  accordingly  they  occafioned  a  clamour, 

and  ! 
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and  accufed  and  denounced  him  in  a  vague  manner, 
without  pointing  out  the  obje6t  of  their  complaint ;  for 
if  he  could  have  imagined  its  nature,  he  would  have 
been  the  firft  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evil  apprehended. 
Inftead  of  employing  himfeif  in  that  manner,  he  thought 
only  of  defending  himfeif,  at  firft  by  continuing  to  do  his 
duty,  and  afterwards  by  explaining  his  condu61:,  and  re- 
futing his  calumniators.  His  triumphant  anfwers  exaf- 
perated  envy;  he  was  no  longer  mentioned  but  as  a 
public  enemy ;  and  a  real  ftruggle  took  place  between 
the  courageous  fun<flionary,  who  remained  at  the  helm 
in  fpite  of  the  tempeft,  and  the  jealous  deceivers  or  de- 
ceived, who  endeavoured  to  bury  him  beneath  the  waves. 
He  ftood  firm,  as  long  as  he  hoped  it  could  anfwer  any 
purpofe ;  but  the  weaknefs  and  infufficiency  of  the  fober 
party  having  been  demonftrated  on  an  important  occa- 
fion,  he  retired. 

His  enemies  dreaded  his  accounts ;  and  prevented  not 
only  their  examination,  but  the  report  of  them  from  be- 
ing made  to  the  AfTembly.  The  calumniators,  when 
once  embarked,  thought  only  of  j'  "Hiifying  their  falfe  afper- 
fions  by  the  ruin  of  the  man  wh  had  been  the  objed  of 
them ;  hence  their  redoubled  efforts,  their  open  per- 
fecunon  dire6led  even  againft  me ;  and  for  want  of  well- 
founded  reafons,  the  accufation  fo  often  repeated  of  cor- 
rupting  the  public  fpirit,  and  of  an  office  eftabliflied  for 
that  purpofe,  with  my  pretended  (hare  in  the  delinquency ; 
and  all  without  citing  a  fa5f,  a  writingy  or  even  a  re- 
prehenfible^^r^'^. — And  yet  Roland's  glory,  in  future 
times,  will  be  in  part  attached  to  the  able  and  inftrudive 
productions  of  his  pen  ! 


Part  II. 
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MY  SECOND  ARRESTATION. 

Saint e-Pelagiey  Augufl  lo. 
The  twenty-fourth  day  of  my  confinement  in  the  Ab- 
bey was  beginning  to  pafs  away :  the  period  of  that  con- 
finement had  been  employed  in  ftudy  and  literary  labours, 
principally  in  writing  memoirs^  of  which  the  compofition 
muft  have  borne  marks  of  the  excellent  difpofition  of 
mind  I  was  in.  The  infurre^lion  of  the  31ft  of  May, 
and  the  outrages  of  the  fecond  of  June,  had  filled  me 
with  indignation  ;  but  I  was  pcrfuaded  that  the  depart- 
ments would  not  look  on  them  with  an  eye  of  fatisfa6lion, 
and  that  their  reclamations,  fupported  by  the  requifite 
meafures,  would  make  the  good  caufe  triumphant. 
Little  did  I  care,  while  indulging  this  hope,  whether  in 
fome  critical  moment,  or  in  the  ftruggle  of  expiring 
tyranny,  I  fell  a  vi6lim  to  private  hatred,  or  to  the  rage 
of  fome  furious  madman.  The  fuccefs  of  my  friends, 
and  the  triumph  of  true  republicans,  confoled  me  for 
every  thing  beforehand:  I  could  have  undergone  the 
execution  of  an  unjuft  fentence,  or  have  funk  under  the 
flroke  of  fome  unforefeen  atrocity,  with  the  calmnefs, 
the  pride,  and  even  the  joy  of  innocence,  which  delpiles 
death,  and  knows  that  its  wrongs  will  be  avenged.— 
Here  I  cannot  help  once  more  expreffing  my  regret  for 
the  lofs  of  thofe  Memoirs^  which  defcribed  fo  well  the 
fafts  that  had  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  perfons  by 
whom  I  had  been  furrounded,  and  the  fentiments  1  had 
experienced  in  the  varying  fuccefTon  of  events.  I  am 
informed  that  fome  of  them  have  efcaped  dcllrudion ; 

but 
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but  they  only  contain  the  particulars  of  my  firfl;  ^rrefta- 
tion.  The  day  will  come  perhaps  when  the  union  of 
thofe  fragments  will  afford  to  fome  friendly  hand  the 
means  of  exhibiting  the  truth  in  more  glowing  colours. 

The  publication  of  a  grofs  falfehood,  and  the  loud 
bawling  of  the  hawkers  under  my  window,  while  an- 
nouncing one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Pere  Duchejne^  a  filthy 
print  with  which  Hebert,  fubftitute  of  the  commons 
of  P^ris,  every  morning  poilbns  the  ignorant  populace, 
Nvho  fwallow  calumny  like  water,  perfuaded  me  that  fome 
new  atrocity  was  in  agitation.    That  paper  pretended 
that  its  author  had  paid  me  a  vifit  in  the  Abbey,  and 
^  that  having  obtained  my  confidence  by  afTuming  the  ap^ 
pcarance  of  one  of  the  Vendean  banditti,  he  had  brought 
me  to  confcfs  the  connexions  of  Roland  and  the  Brif- 
fotines  witii  the  rebt^ls  of  that  department  and  with  the 
Englifli  governmiCnt.    In  diis  ridiculous  ftory,  inter- 
larded with  the  ufual  ornaments  of  ftyle  of  Pere  Du^ 
chejne^  phyfical  and  moral  probabilities  were  difregarded 
alike.  I  was  not  only  transformed  intor  tjie  abettor  of  a 
counter-revolution,  but  into  an  old  toothlefs  hag,  and 
was  exhorted  to  weep  for  my  fins  till  the  time  fliould 
come  for  expiating  them  qn  the  fcafFold.    The  hawkers,, 
in  purfuance  no  doubt  of  their  inftrudions,  did  not  leave 
the  vicinity  of  my  refidence  for  a  moment,  but  accom- 
panied their  proclamation  of  Pere  Duchejnes  Great  Vifit 
with  the  mod  fanguinary  ad)fice  to  the  people  of  the 
market.    I  took  up  my  pen,  and  wrote  a  few  lines  to 
that  cowardly  Garar,  who  thinks  himfelf  a  fage,  becaufe 
he  is  a6tuated  by  no  paflion  but  fear,  which  makes  him 
pay  his  court  to  whatever  party  chances  to  be  upper- 
moft,  without  the  leafl  regard  to  juftice.    I  pointed 
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out  to  him  the  Infamy  of  an  adminlftration  which  cx- 
pofes  innocence,  ah'eady  oppreffed,  to  the  lad  outrages 
of  a  blind  and  furious  populace.  I  certainly  had  no  hope 
of  converting  him  ;  but  I  fent  him  my  farewell  to  prey 
like  a  vulture  upon  his  heart.  About  the  fame  time  a 
young  woman,  who  has  no  great  talents  to  boafl:  of, 
but  who  combines  the  graces  of  her  fex  with  that  fen- 
fibility  which  is  its  principal  merit,  and  its  greateft  charm, 
found  means  to  make  her  way  into  my  prifon.  How 
was  1  altonilTied  to  fee  her  fweet  countenance,  and  to 
feel  myfelf  prefled  to  her  bofom,  and  bathed  in  her 
tears !  I  took  her  for  an  angel ;  and  an  angel  (he  was,  for 
fhe  is  good  and  handfome,  and  had  done  all  flie  could  to 
bring  me  news  of  my  friends :  fhe  furnifhed  me  alfo  with 
the  means  of  informing  them  of  my  fituation.  This 
alleviation  of  my  captivity  had  contributed  to  make  me 
forget  it,  when  at  noon  on  the  :24th  of  June,  the  gaoler's 
wife  came  and  begged  me  to  ftep  into  her  apartment, 
where  an  adminiftrator  was  waidng  to  fee  me.— I  was 
in  pain,  and  in  bed — I  rofe  and  followed  her  into  her 
room,  where  a  man  was  walking  up  and  down,  and 
another  writing,  without  either  of  them  appearing  to 
perceive  my  arrival. — *  Am  I  the  perfon,  gentlemen, 
whom  you  afked  for  ?' — *  You  are  the  wife  of  citizen  Ro- 
land ?' — ^  Yes,  Roland  is  my  name.' — ^  Be  fo  good  as 
to  fit  down.' — The  one  continued  to  write,  and  the 
other  to  walk  about. — I  was  endeavouring  in  vain  to 
divine  what  this  comedy  might  mean,  when  the  writer 
deigned  to  addrefs  me — '  I  am  come,'  faid  he,  *  to  fet  you 
at  liberty.* — I  know  not  how  it  was,  but  I  felt  myfelf 
very  litde  affeded  by  the  informadon. — ^  Why,  indeed,' 
anfwered  I,  ^  it  is  very  right  to  remove  me  from  this 
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place ;  but  that  is  not  all ;  I  wi(h  to  return  home,  and 
the  door  of  my  apartment  is  fealed  up.' — '  The  adminiftra- 
tion  will  have  it  opened  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  j  I  am 
writing  for  an  order,  becaufc  I  am  the  only  adminiftra- 
tor  here,  and  two  fignatures  are  ncceflary  for  the  gaoler's 
difcharge.' — He  rofe,  delivered  his  mefTage,  and  returned 
to  fpeak  to  me,  with  the  air  of  a  man  defirous  of  in- 
fpiring  confidence. — *  Do  you  know,'  faid  he  all  on  a 
fudden,  and  as  if  without  defign,  *  where  M.  Roland  is 
at  prefent  ?' — I  fmiled  at  the  quelVion,  obferved  that  it 
was  not  candid  enough  to  deferve  an  anfwer  and  as  the 
converfation  grew  tirefome,  retired  to  my  own  room  to 
prepare  for  my  departure.  My  firft  idea  was  to  dine 
quietly,  and  not  to  remove  till  towards  the  evening ;  but, 
upon  further  refledlion,  I  thought  it  a  folly  to  remain  in 
a  prifon  when  I  was  free  to  go  away.  Befides  the 
gaoler  came  to  know  if  I  was  getting  ready,  and  I 
plainly  faw  tha:  he  was  impatient  to  turn  me  out  of  my 
lodgings.  It  was  a  litde  clofet,  rendered  very  uncom- 
fortable by  the  dirdnefs  of  the  walls,  the  clofenefs  of  the 
grates,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  a  pile  of  wood,  v;here 
all  the  animals  belonging  to  the  houfe  depofited  their 
ordure ;  but  as  it  could  contain  only  one  bed,  and  as 
the  prifoner  confcquendy  had  the  advantage  of  being 
alone,  the  honour  of  inhabiting  it  was  generally  con- 
ferred upon  a  new  comer,  or  upon  an  individual  defir- 
ous of  folitude.  Lavacquerie  ^the  gaoler),  who  had 
never  feen  it  occupied  by  any  body  fo  contented  as  I  was, 
and  who  ufed  to  admire  the  pleafure  I  took  in  arrang- 
ing my  books  and  my  flowers,  told  me,  that  in  future 
he  fhould  call  it  the  pavilion  of  Flora.  I  was  ignorant 
diat  at  the  very  inoment  he  was  fpeaking  he  intended  it 
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for  Briffot,  whom  I  did  not  even  fnppofe  to  be  my 
neighbour  3  and  that  foon  after,  it  would  bet  inhabited  by 
a  heroine,  worthy  of  a  better  age,  the  celebrated  Char- 
lotte Corday.  My  poor  maid,  who  was  joft  come  to 
fee  me,  wept  for  joy  while  packing  up  my  things  the 
order  for  fetnng  me  at  liberty,  founded  upon  the 
want  of  evidence,  was  fliewn  to  me ;  I  fettled  my 
accounts,  and  diftributed  my  little  favours  to  the  poor, 
and  to  the  fervancs  belonging  to  the  prifon ;  and  in  my 
way  out  met  the  prince  of  Linanges,  one  of  the  hoftages, 
who  congratulated  me  in  obliging  terms  upon  my  en- 
largement. I  anfwered,  that  '  1  fhould  be  happy  to 
pay  him  the  fame  compliment,  as  it  would  be  a  pledge 
of  the  relcafe  of  our  commiffioners,  and  of  the  return  of 
peace:'— then  fending  for  a  hackney-coach,  I  walked 
down  flairs,  much  fjrprifed  at  finding  that  the  admini- 
ftrator  had  not  yet  left  the  prifon,  and  at  his  coming  to 
the  door  to  fee  me  into  the  carriage. 

Driving  home  with  the  Intention  of  leaving  a  few  things 
there,  and  of  proceeding  immediately  after  to  the  houfe 
of  the  worthy  people,  who  have  adopted  my  daughter, 
I  quitted  the  hackney-coach  with  that  adivity  which  ne- 
ver allowed  me  to  get  out  of  a  carriage  without  jump- 
ing, paiTed  under  the  gate-way  as  if  upon  wings,  and 
faid  cheerfully  to  the  porter  as  1  went  by,  *  Good-mor- 
row, Lamarre/  Scarcely,  however,  had  I  got  up  four 
or  five  flairs,  when  two  men,  who  fome  how  or  other 
had  kept  clofe  at  my  heels,  called  out  ^  Citoyenne  Ro- 
land !*  ^What  do  you  want  ?'  faid  I,  turning  about. 

— '  In  the  name  of  the  law,  we  arreft  you.'  Thofe  who 
know  what  it  is  to  feel,  will  eafily  conceive  all  that  I 
experienced  at  that  moment,    I  defired  the  order  to  be 

read 


(    55  ) 

read  to  me;  and  coming  to  a  refolution  immediately, 
ftepped  down  flairs,  and  walked  haftily  acrofs  the  y:\vd. 
—^Whither  are  you  gf)ing?*  — '  To  my  landlord's, 
where  I  have  bufinefs ;  follow  me  thither.* — 1  he  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe  opened  the  door  with  a  fmile. — *  Let 
me  fit  down  and  breathe,' fliid  1,  ^but  do  not  rejoice 
at  my  being  fet  at  liberty  :  it  is  nothing  but  a  cruel  arti- 
fice :  I  am  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  Abbey,  than  I 
am  ordered  to  be  confined  at  Saintc-Pelagie.  -As  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  the  rcfolutions  lately  entered  into  by 
my  fe6lion,  I  am  determined  to  put  myfelf  under  its 
protecftion,  and  will  beg  you  to  fend  thither  according- 
ly.'— Her  fon  immediately  ofi'ered  to  go  with  all  the 
warmth  and  indignation  of  a  kind-hearted  young  man  *. 
Two  commiflioners  from  the  fedion  came ;  de fired  to 
fee  the  order ;  and  made  a  formal  oppofidon ;  but  they 
afterwards  begged  me  to  accompany  them  to  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  mayor,  where  they  were  going  to  give 
notice  of  it,  and  to  aiTign  their  rCvafons.  Wiih  this  re- 
queft  I  could  not  refufe  to  comply.  'After  employing 
the  intermediate  timje  in  writing  notes  to  my  friends  to 
inform  them  of  my  new  deftination,  I  took  leave  of  a 
family  which  this  fcene  had  affcdled  with  terror  and  fur« 
prife,  and  was  conduced  to  tho  mayor's.  There  I  was 
put  into  a  little  anti-chamber  with  the  infpeclors  charg- 
ed to  take  care  of  my  perfon,  while  the  commilfiontrrs 
proceeded  to  the  office  of  the  adminillrators  of  the  po- 
lice. The  debate  began,  continued  for  fome  time,  and 
grew  warm.    111  at  my  eafe,  and  diflatisfied  with  the 

*  He  was  dragged  to  the  fcaffold  on  this  account,  and  his  father 
died  of  grief, 
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'  place  I  was  In,  I  aflced  myfelf  by  what  fatality  innocence 
was  obliged  to  play  the  part  of  a  criminal,  expeding 
judgment,  and  to  remain  in  the  mean  time  expofed  to 
the  inquifitlve  eyes  of  every  body  who  came  into  the 
anti-chamber.  At  length,  out  of  all  patience,  I  rofe, 
and  opened  the  door  of  the  office. — ^  There  can  cer- 
tainly, gentlemen,  be  no  harm  in  my  being  prefent  at 
a  difcuffion  of  which  I  am  the  fubje(5l/ — ^  Get  you 
gone,*  cried  a  little  man,  whom  I  recognized  for  the 
very  Louvet  that  had  examined  me  fo  awkwardly  at  the 
Abbey — '  But,  gentlemen,  I  have  no  intention  to  commit 
any  aft  of  violence,  I  am  not  prepared  for  it ;  I  do  not 
even  aflc  to  be  heard  5  I  only  defire  to  be  prefent/ — 
*  Get  you  gone;  get  you  gone. — Gendarmes ^  come  hi- 
ther !' — Any  one  would  have  fuppofed  that  the  office 
was  befieged,  becaufe  a  woman  of  common  fenfe  wifhed 
to  hear  what  they  were  faying  of  her.  It  was  however 
neceffary  to  withdraw,  that  I  might  not  be  carried  away 
by  force.  Soon  after  I  perceived  them  making  fignSj, 
running  backwards  and  forwards,  and  fending  for  a 
coach  ;  and  at  laft  an  infpeftor  of  the  police  came  and 
begged  me  to  follow  him.  I  turned  round  to  the  door 
of  the  office,  and  fet  it  wide  open. — *  Commiffioners 
of  the  feftion  of  Beaurepaire,  I  give  you  notice  that 
they  are  taking  me  away.' — '  We  cannot  help  it ;  but 
the  feftion  will  not  forget  you  5  it  will  take  care  that 
you  be  examined.' — *  After  having  been  fet  at  liberty 
at  one  o'clock,  becaufe  there  w(is  no  evidence  againjl  me^  I 
Ihould  be  glad  to  kno  vv  how  I  could  become  a  Jufpe^iedper- 
Jon^  in  my  way  home  from  the  Abbey,  and  thus  give  caufe 
for  a  new  detention.' — Joubert,  another  adminiftrator, 
as  violent  as  Louvet,  and  ftill  more  awkward  and  ftupid 
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than  he,  addrefling  me  in  a  magifterlal  tone,  confeffed 
that  my  firft  arreft  was  illegal,  and  that  it  had  been  ne- 
ceflary  to  enlarge  me,  that  I  might  afterwards  be  taken 
into  cuftody  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law.  This 
opened  to  me  a  fine  field  j  and  I  was  going  to  avail  my- 
felf  of  it but  tyrants,  even  when  they  fufi'er  the  truth 
to  efcape  them,  cannot  bear  to  hear  it  from  the  lips  of 
others  i  noife  and  anger  kfc  no  room  for  reafon  ;  I  quit- 
ted the  company,  and  was  conveyed  to  Sainte-Pelagie^ 

The  name  of  this  houfe,  which  under  the  old  go- 
vernment, was  inhabited  by  nuns,  keepers  of  thofe  fe- 
male vi(5lims  of  lettj-es -de-cachet y  whofe  condufb  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  immoral,  added  to  its  lonely  fituation  in  a 
remote  quarter  of  the  town,  inhabited  by  what  may 
truly  be  called  populace,  and  but  too  well  known  on 
account  of  the  ferocious  fpirit  which  it  manifefted  in  the 
month  of  September,  by  the  mafiacre  of  fo  many  priefts : 
all  this  did  not  prefent  my  new  afylum  to  my  eyes  in 
a  confolatory  point  of  view. 

While  a  note  was  taking  of  my  entry,  a  man  of  a 
finifter  countenance  opened  my  bundle,  and  began  to 
examine  it  with  particular  curiofity.  I  perceived  it  at 
the  moment  when  he  laid  upon  the  gaoler*s  defk  fome 
newfpapers  which  it  contained.  Surprifed  and  offended 
at  a  behaviour  only  authorized  in  caft^s  of  fecret  confine- 
ment, I  obferved  that  it  by  no  means  became  a  man  to 
examine  a  woman's  night  clothes  in  fo  indecent  a  manner. 
He  was  accordingly  ordered  to  let  them  alone  ;  but  he 
was  the  turnkey  of  the  corridor  in  which  I  lodged  i  2nd 
twice  a  day  I  was  doomed  to  fee  his  horrible  counte- 
nance. I  was  afked  if  I  chofe  a  room  widi  one  or  two 
beds — *  I  am  alone,  and  want  no  company.' — *  But  the 
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room  will  be  too  fmall/ — '  It  is  all  the  fame  to  me.'— 
Upon  inquiry,  it  was  found  that  they  were  all  full,  and 
I  was  conduced  to  a  double-bedded  room,  fix  feet 
wide  by  twelve  feet  long,  fo  that  with  the  two  liule 
iahlesy  and  the  two  chairs,  there  was  hardly  any  fpace 
to  fpare.  I  was  then  informed  that  I  muft  pay  the  firft 
month's  lodging  in  advance  fifteen  livres  for  one  bed ; 
twice  as  much  for  the  two.  As  I  wanted  only  one,  and 
fhould  have  taken  it  in  a  room  which  contained  no  more, 
I  paid  only  fifteen  livres.  *  But  there  is  no  water- botde, 
nor  other  veffel  ?' — ^  You  muft  buy  them,*  faid  the  fame 
officious  perfonage,  very  ready  to  make  a  tender  of  fer- 
vices,  pf  which  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  the  interefted 
motive.  To  thefe  acquifitions  I  added  an  ink-ftand,  pa- 
per and  pens,  and  eftabiiflied  myfelf  in  my  new  apart- 
jnent. 

The  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  coming  to  vifit  me,  I  made 
inquiry  concerning  my  rights  and  the  cuftoms  of  the 
place,  and  was  told  that  the  ftate  allowed  nothing  to  the 
prifoners. — ^  How  then  do  they  live  ? —'They  receive  a 
plate  of  kidney-beans  only,  and  a  pound  and  a  half  of 
bread  per  day ;  but  you  would  not  be  able  to  eat  ei- 
ther of  them.' — ^  I  can  eafily  believe  that  they  are  not 
like  what  I  have  been  accuftomed  to ;  but  I  wifh  to  know 
what  belongs  to  every  fituation,  and  will  make  a  trial/ — . 
I  made  a  trial  accordingly  but,  either  the  ftate  of  my 
ftomach,  or  want  of  exercife,  made  me  reject  the  pri- 
ibn  diet  i  and  I  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  Madame 
Bouchaud's  kitchen.  She  had  made  an  offer  of  board- 
ing me,  which  I  accepted ;  and  found  her  fare  both 
good  and  economical,  in  comparifon  of  what  I  might 
have  fent  for  from  the  cook's  fiiop,  at  a  great  dif- 
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tance,  and  in  a  defolatc  quarter  of  the  town.  A  mut- 
ton chop,  and  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  vegetables,  for  dinner, 
a  fallad  for  fupper,  never  any  defert,  and  nothing  but 
bread  and  water  for  breakfaft ;  fuch  were  the  diihes  I  or- 
dered, and  fuch  was  the  rare  1  h  d  been  accuftomed  to 
at  the  Abbey.  I  mention  it  here,  by  way  of  opp ofing 
this  manner  of  living,  to  the  complaints  foon  after  made 
by  the  fedlion  of  the  obfervatory,  of  my  expences  at 
Sainte  Palagie,  where  it  was  faid  that  I  was  endeavour- 
ing to  corrupt  the  gaoler  by  giving  treats  to  his  family  ; 
hence  great  indignation  among  the  Sans  culottes,  and  a 
propofal  from  fome  of  them  to  difpatch  me  to  the  other 
world.  This  accords  v/ell  with  the  clamorous  nonfenle 
pf  thofe  women,  who  pretend  that  by  drefling  rhemfelves 
up  in  fine  clothes,  they  got  admifiion  into  the  circle  of 
old  countefles,  at  which  I  prefided,  in  the  Hotel  of  the 
Interior,  and  with  the  articles  of  the  journal  of  the 
Mountain,  which  inferts  letters  written  to  me  by  refrac- 
tory priefts. 

O  Danton  !  thus  it  is  that  you  direct  the  knife  of  the 
afTaffin  againfl  your  vi6lims.  Strike  I  one  more  will  add 
little  to  the  catalogue  of  your  crimes ;  but  the  muki- 
plicity  of  them  cannot  cover  your  wickednefs,  nor  fave 
you  from  infamy.  As  cruel  as  Marius,  and  more 
terrible  than  Catiline,  you  furpafs  their  mifdecds,  with- 
out pofTeiTing  their  great  qualities ;  and  hiftory  will  vo- 
mit forth  your  name  with  horror,  when  relanng  the  car- 
nage of  the  firft  days  of  September,  and  the  difiolution 
of  the  fecial  body  in  confequence  of  the'  evxnts  that 
took  place  on  the  fccond  of  June, 

My  courage  did  not  fink  undpr  the  new  misfortunes  I 
experienced  5  but  the  refinemicnt  of  cruelty  with  which 
'"      8  '  they 
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they  had  given  me  a  foretafte  of  liberty,  only  to  load 
me  with  freih  chains,  and  the  barbarous  care  with  which 
they  took  adN^antage  of  a  decree,  by  applying  to  me  a 
falfe  defignation,  as  the  mode  of  legalizing  an  arbitrary 
arrefb,  fired  me  with  indignation.    Feeling  myfelf  in  that 
difpofition  of  mind  when  every  impreflion  becomes 
flronger,  and  its  efFeft  more  prejudicial  to  health,  I 
went  to  bed ;  but  as  I  could  not  deep,  it  was  impoffiblc 
to  avoid  thinking.    This  violent  ftate,  however,  never 
iafts  long  with  me.    Being  accuftomed  to  govern  my 
mind,  I  felt  the  want  of  felf- poflefTion,  and  thought 
myfelf  a  fool  for  affording  a  triumph  to  my  perfecu- 
tors,  by  fuffering  their  injuftice  to  break  my  fpirit.  They 
were  only  bringing  frefli  odium  on  themfelves,  without 
making  much  alteration  in  the  fituation  I  had  already 
fe  nd  means  fo  well  tofupport:  had  1  not  books  and 
leifure  here  as  well  as  at  the  Abbey  ?  I  began  indeed  to 
be  quite  angry  with  myfelf  for  having  allowed  my  peace 
of  mind  to  be  difturbed,  and  no  longer  thought  of  any 
thing,  but  of  enjoying  exiftence,  and  of  employing  my 
faculties  with  that  independence  of  fpirit  which  a  ftrong 
mind  preferves  in  the  midft  of  fetters,  and  which  thus 
difappoints  its  moft  determined  enemies.    As  I  felt  that 
it  was  neceflary  to  vary  my  occupations,  I  bought  cray- 
ons, and  had  recourle  to  drawing,  which  I  had  laid 
afide  fome  time.     Fortitude  does  not  confift  fojely 
in  rifing  fuperjor  to  circumdances  by  an  effort  of  the 
mind,  but  in  m.aintaining  that  elevation  by  fuitable  con- 
duct and  care.     Whenever  unfortunate  or  irritating 
events  take  me  by  furprife,  I  am  not  content  with 
caUing  up  the  maxims  of  philofophy  to  fupport  my 
courages  but  I  provide  agreeable  amufemcnts  for  my 
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mind,  and  do  not  negle^l  the  art  of  prcferving  health  to 
keep  myfelf  in  a  jiift  equilibrium.  I  laid  out  my  days 
then  with  a  certain  fort  of  regularity.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  ftudied  the  Englifli  language  in  Shaftfbury's  Ef- 
fay  on  Virtue,  and  in  the  poetry  of  Thomfon.  The 
found  metaphyfics  of  the  one,  and  the  enchanting  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  other,  tranfported  me  by  turns  to  the 
intelledlual  regions,  and  to  the  moft  touching  fccnes 
of  nature.  Shaftfbury's  reafon  gave  new  ftrcngth  to 
mine,  and  his  thoughts  invited  meditation ;  while 
Thomfon's  fenfibility,  and  his  deliglitful  and  fublime 
piflures,  went  to  my  heart,  and  charmed  my  imagi- 
nation. I  afterwards  fat  down  to  my  drawing  till  din- 
ner time.  Having  been  fo  long  without  handling  the 
pencil,  I  could  not  expedl  to  acquit  myfelf  wirh  much 
flcill  J  but  we  always  preferve  the  power  of  repeating 
with  plcafure,  and  of  attempting  with  facility,  whatever 
in  our  youth  we  have  pradifed  with  fuccefs.  Accord- 
ingly, the  ftudy  of  the  fine  arts,  confidered  as  a  part 
of  the  education  of  young  women,  ought,  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  be  lefs  diredled  towards  the  acquifition  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  talents,  than  to  infpiring  them  with  the  love 
of  employment,  making  them  contract  a  habit  of  appli- 
cation, and  multiplying  their  means  of  amufement ;  for 
it  is  thus  we  efcape  from  that  ennui  which  is  the  moft 
cruel  difeafe  of  man  in  fociety  j  and  thus  we  avoid  the 
quickfands  of  vice,  and  fedu6lions  ftill  more  lo  be 
feared  than  vice  itfelf 

I  will  not  then  make  my  daughter  a  profeflbr  ( une 
virtuofe ) :  I  fhall  ever  remember  that  my  mother  was 
afraid  of  my  becoming  too  great  a  mufician,  or  6f  my 
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devoting  myfelf  entirely  to  painting,  beraufe  flie  defired, 
above  ail  things,  that  I  fliould  be  fond  of  the  duties  of 
my  fex,  and  learn  to  be  a  good  houfewife,  in  cafe  of  my 
becoming  the  mother  of  a  family.  My  Eudora  then 
fl:iall  learn  to  accompany  herfclf  in  a  pleafing  manner 
on  the  harp,  or  to  play  with  eafe  on  the  forle  piano  i 
and  (hall  know  enough  of  drawing,  to  enable  her  to 
contemplate  the  mafterpicces  of  art  with  plcafure, 
to  trace  or  imitate  a  flower  which  delights  her,  and 
to  Ihew  tafte  and  elegant  fimplicity  in  the  choice  of  her 
ornaments.  It  is  my  wifh  that  the  mediocrity  of  her  ta- 
lents may  excite  neither  admiration  in  others,  nor  vanity 
in  herfelf.  It  is  my  wifn  that  fhe  may  pleafe  rather  by 
her  colledive  merit,  than  aftonifh  at  the  firfl:  glance,  and 
that  flie  may  rather  gain  affection  by  her  good  qualities, 
than  applaufe  by  her  brilliant  accomplifhments.  But, 
good  heavens !  I  am  a  prifoner,  and  a  great  diftance  di- 
vides us !  I  dare  not  even  fend  for  her  to  receive  my 
embraces  j  for  hatred  purfues  the  very  children  of  thofe 
whom  tyranny  perfecutes  ;  and  no  fooner  does  my  girl  in 
her  eleventh  year  appear  in  the  fcreets  with  her  virgin 
bafhfulnefs,  and  her  beautiful  fair  hair,  than  wretches, 
hired  or  feduced  by  falfehood,  point  her  out  as  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  a  confpirator.  Cruel  wretches  !  they  v/ell  know 
how  to  break  a  mother's  heart  1 

Could  not  I  have  brought  her  with  me  ?  I  have 

not  yet  faid  what  is  the  fituation  of  a  prifoner  at  Sainte 
Pelagie, 

The  wing  appropriated  to  femiales,  is  divided  into  long 
and  very  narrow  corridors,  on  one  fide  of  which  are 
little  ceils  like  that  which  I  have  defcribed  as  my  lodg- 
ing.   There,  under  the  fame  roof,  upon  the  fame  line, 

and 
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and  onlyfeparated  by  a  thin  plaftered  partition,  I  dwell  la 
the  midft  of  rnurderers  and  women  of  the  town.  By  the 
fide  of  me  is  one  of  thofe  creatures  who  make  a  trade  of 
feduffion,  and  fet  up  innocence  to  fale ;  and  above  me  is 
a  woman  who  forged  afllgnats,  and  wirh  a  band  of  mon- 
fters  to  which  (he  belongs,  tore  an  individual  of  her  own 
fex  to  pieces  upon  the  highway.  The  door  of  each  cell 
is  fecured  by  an  enormous  bolt,  and  opened  every  morn- 
ing by  a  man  who  flares  in  impudently  to  fee  whether 
you  be  up  or  in  bed :  their  inhabitants  then  aflcmble  in 
the  corridors,  upon  the  ftaircafes,  or  in  a  damp  or  noi- 
fome  room,  a  Vvorthy  receptacle  for  this  fcum  of  the 
earth. 

It  will  be  readily  believed  that  I  confine  myfelf  con- 
Handy  to  my  cell  but  the  diftance  is  not  great  enough 
to  fave  the  ear  from  the  expieffions  which  fuch  wpmen 
may  be  fuppofed  to  utter,  but  which  without  hearing 
them  it  is  impofTible  for  any  one  to  conceive. 

This  is  not  all :  the  wing  where  the  men  are  confined, 
having  windows  in  front  of,  and  very  near  the  building 
inhabited  by  the  women,  the  individuals  of  the  two  fexes 
of  analagous  charadler,  enter  into  converlation,  which 
is  the  more  diflblute,  as  thofe  who  hold  it  are  unfuf- 
eeptible  of  fear:  geftures  fupply  the  place  of  actions,  and 
the  windows  ferve  as  the  occafions  of  the  moft  fliameful 
fcenes  of  infamous  debauchery. 

Such  is  the  dwelling  referved  for  the  worthy  wife  of  an 
honeft  man  !  — If  this  be  the  reward  of  virtue  on  earth, 
who  will  be  aftonifl-ied  at  my  contempt  of  life,  and  at 
the  rcfolution  with  which  I  fnall  be  able  to  look  death 
in  the  face?  It  never  appeared  to  me  in  a  formidable 
fhape  i  but  at  prefent  it  is  not  without  its  charms  j  and  I 
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could  embrace  it  with  pleafure,  if  my  daughter  did  not 
invite  me  to  ftay  a  little  longer  with  her,  and  if  my  vo- 
luntary exit  would  not  furnifh  calumny  with  weapons 
againft  my  hufband,  whofe  glory  I  fhould  fupport,  if 
they  fhould  dare  to  carry  me  before  a  tribunal. 

In  the  latter  part  of  Roland's  adminiftration,  confpi- 
racies  and  threats  fucceeded  each  other  fo  fafl:,  that  our 
friends  often  preffed  us  to  leave  the  hotel  during  the 
night.  Two  or  three  times  we  yielded  to  their  entrea- 
ties ;  but  foon  growing  tired  of  this  daily  removal,  I 
obferved  that  malevolence  would  hardly  go  fo  far  as  to 
violate  the  abode  of  a  man  in  office,  while  it  might  way- 
lay and  immolate  him  out  of  doors  ;  and  that,  after  all,  if 
fuch  a  misfortune  were  to  happen,  it  would  be  more 
conducive  to  public  utility,  and  to  his  perfonal  glory,  for 
the  minifter  to  perifh  at  his  poft. 

Accordingly  we  no  longer  flept  out;  but  I  had  my 
hufband's  bed  brought  into  my  own  room,  that  we  might 
run  the  fame  hazard,  and  under  my  pillow  or  upon  my 
night-table  I  kept  a  piftol,  which  I  meaned  to  ufe,  not 
for  a  vain  defence,  but  to  fave  myfelf  from  the  outrages 
of  affaffins,  in  cafe  I  Ihould  fee  them  approach.  In  that 
fituation  I  paffcd  three  weeks ;  and  certain  it  is  that  the 
hotel  was  twice  befet,  and  that  another  time  the  Mar- 
feillois,  hearing  that  fome  villanous  proje<5l  or  other  was 
on  foot,  fent  eighty  of  their  people  to  guard  us.  It  is 
certain  alfo  that  the  Jacobins  and  Cordeliers  were  for 
ever  repeating  in  their  tribune,  that  a  loth  of  Auguft 
was  as  neceflary  againft  Roland  as  it  had  been  againfl: 
Louis  XVI 5  but  as  they  faid  fo,  it  might  be  prefumed 
that  they  were  not  ready  to  realize  their  threat.  Death, 
which  I  cheerfully  braved  at  that  time,  cannot  but  ap- 
pear 
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pear  cJefirable  to  me  at  Sainte-Pelagle,  did  not  power- 
ful confiderations  chain  me  to  the  earth. 

My  keepers  foon  began  to  fuffer  more  than  myfelf 
from  my  fitiiation,  and  were  at  great  pains  to  render  ic 
lefs  difagreeable.  The  excefTive  heat  of  the  month  of 
July  rendered  my  prifon  uninhabitable.  The  paper 
with  which  I  covered  the  grates,  did  not  prevent 
the  fun  from  (Iriking  upon  the  white  walls  of  my  nar- 
row cell,  and  though  my  windows  remained  open  all 
night,  the  burning  and  concentrated  air  of  the  day  did 
not  get  cooL 

The  gaoler's  wife  invited  me  to  pafs  my  days  in  her 
apartment ;  but  I  limited  my  acceptance  of  this  offer  to 
the  afternoon.  It  was  then  I  thought  of  fending  for 
a  forte-pianoy  which  I  put  into  her  room,  and  with 
which  I  fomerimes  charmed  away  the  heavy  hours.  But 
what  a  modification  did  my  moral  fituation  fuffer  dur- 
ing that  period !  The  rifing  of  fome  of  the  depart- 
ments feemed  to  announce  the  indignation  they  had  con- 
ceived at  the  violence  offered  to  their  reprefentatives,  and 
their  refolution  of  avenging  it,  by  reftoring  the  conven- 
tion to  its  former  integrity. 

I  knew  that  Roland  was  in  a  fafe  and  peaceful  retreat, 
receiving  the  confolation,  and  the  attentions  of  friend- 
Ihip ;  my  daughter,  taken  into  the  houfe  of  venerable 
patriarchs,  continued  her  exercifes,  and  her  education, 
under  their  immediate  infpedlion,  and  with  their  own 
children ;  and  my  friends,  the  fugitives,  welcomed  ac 
Caen,  were  there  furrounded  by  a  refpe6lable  force.  I 
thought  I  faw  the  falvation  of  the  republic  growing  out 
of  events ;  and  refigned  to  my  own  fate,  I  was  happy 
ftill;  for  our  happinefs  depends  Icfs  on  external  ob- 
•    Part  II,  F  jcdli, 
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jefts,  than  on  the  difpofitions  and  affeftlons  of  tTic 
mind.  I  employed  my  time  in  an  ufeful  and  agreeable 
manner  j  I  fometimes  faw  the  four  perfons  who  ufcd  to 
vifit  me  at  the  Abbey ;  the  worthy  Grandprey  whofe 
place  author ifed  him  to  come,  and  who  came  accom- 
panied by  a  charming  v/oman  the  faithful-  Bofc,  who 
brought  me  flowers  from  the  Jardm  des  PlanteSy  of  which 
the  beautiful  forms,  the  brilliant  colours,  and  the  fweec 
fragrance^diminillicd  the  horrors  of  my  melancholy  abode ; 
and  the  kind  ChampagneuK,  who  perfuaded  me  fo  ear- 
neflly  to  continue  the  hiftorleal  memoirs  I  had  begun, 
that  at  his  dcfire  I  reftimed  my  pen,  and  for  a  while 
laid  by  my  Tacitus  and  my  Plutarch,,  ta  whom  I  was^ 
accuftomed  co  devote  my  afternoons* 

Madame  Bouchaud  did  not  think  it  enough  to  have 
offered  me  the  ufe  of  her  aoartment.  Perceiving  that 
I  availed  myfelf  of  it  with  great  referve,  fhe  determined' 
to  remove  me  altogether  from  my  gloomy  cell,  and  to' 
lodge  me  in  a  comfortable  room  with  a  fire-place,  fituat- 
cd  on  the  ground  floor,  and  underneath  her  own  cham- 
ber. Thus  am  I  delivered  from  the  fliocking  company 
which  for  three  weeks  has  been  my  greateft  torment.  It 
will  no  longer  be  neceiTary  for  me  to  pais  twice  a  day 
through  a  throng  of  the  women  of  my  neighbourhood^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  getting  out  of  their  way  for  a  little 
time  at  leaftr  I  fliall  no  longer  fee  the  turnkey  of  fini- 
fter  countenance  open  my  door  every  morning,  and  fhut 
me  in  every  night  with  a  monftrous  bolt,  like  a  crimi*- 
lial  whom  k  is  necefl^ry  to  keep  in  clofe  confine- 
ment. It  is  the  good-natUFcd  fecc  of  Madame  Bouchaudy 
which  offers  itfelf  to  my  eyes  ;  whofe  kind  attentions 
J  perceive  every  moment.    There  is  nothing,-  even  to 
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the  very  jeflamlne  carried  up  before  my  window  and 
winding  its  flexible  branches  round  the  bars,  that  does 
not  teftify  her  defire  to  oblige.  I  look  upon  myfclf  as 
her  boarder,  and  forget  my  captivity.  All  my  articles 
of  ftudy  and  amufement  are  united  around  me;  my 
forte-piano  is  by  my  bedfide,  and  recefTes  in  the  walls 
afford  me  the  means  of  arranging  my  litde  effe<5ls  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  preferve  in  my  afylum  that  neatnefs  in 

which  I  delight.   But  gold,  and  falfehood,  and 

intrigue,  and  arms,  are  employed  againft  the  departments 
which  the  truth  was  beginning  to  enlighten:  foldiers 
deluded,  or  bought  over,  betray  the  brave  Normans  j 
Evreux  is  evacuated ;  Caen  abandons  the  fnembers  to 
which  it  had  afforded  a  refuge ;  domineering  banditti, 
in  what  is  ftill  called  a  convention,  declare  them  traitors 
to  their  country ;  their  perfons  are  oudawed ;  their  pro- 
perty is  confifcated ;  their  wives  and  children  are  taken 
into  cuftody ;  their  houfes  are  demolifhed;  the  members 
who  chofe  to  remain  in  confinement  arc  impeached, 
without  any  reafon  being  affigned ;  and  every  thing  an* 
flounces  the  triumph  of  audacious  guilt  over  unfortu* 
iiate  virtue.    That  cowardice  which  marks  the  felfilh- 
nefs  and  corruption  of  a  degenerate  people,  whom  we 
thought  it  poffible  to  reclaim  by  the  light  of  reafon, 
but  who  were  too  far  debafed ;  that  cowardice  delivers 
over  to  terror  the  perfidious  adminiflrators,  and  the  ig- 
norant multitude.    Every  where  the  idea  of  peace  and 
the  defire  of  repofe,  always  illufory  when  it  is  not  deferved, 
counfel  the  acceptance  of  a  monftrous  conftitution,  which, 
had  it  even  been  better,  ought  not  to  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  unworthy  hands  that  held  it  out.  Th^re, 
where  any  refiftance  might  have  arifcn,  it  is  ftified  hj 

F  2  corruption  i 


(    68  ) 

corruption;  and  the  money  of  the  nation  is  lavlfhed  to 
infure  the  fiiccefs  of  its  oppreflbrs.    In  their  filly  flupo.^ 
a  majority,  incapable  of  reafoning,  confider  the  facrifice 
of  a  few  individuals  as  a  trifling  misfortune ;  they  think 
to  eftablifh  juftice,  peace,  and  fecuricy,  for  themfelves,  by 
fufFering  diem  to  be  violated  in  the  perfons  of  their  re- 
prefentatives ;  and  receive  the  pledge  of  their  fervitude 
as  the  fign  of  falvation.    In  the  mean  time  a  rod  of  iron 
is  held  over  the  weak  Parifians,  the  pufiUanimous  wit- 
ncfies  of  horrors,  which  they  lament,  but  dare  not  make 
known  :  famine  threatens  them  j  poverty  preys  upon  their 
vitals  J  oppreflion  overwhelms  them ;  the  reign  of  pro- 
fcriptions  begins ;  denunciations  come  ll:)Owering  down 
on  every  fide  ;  and  the  prifons  overflow*    Every  where 
an  infamous  recompcnfe  awaits  him  who  has  a  vidim  to 
ofTer  i  the  porters  of  private  houfes,  kept  fecretly  in  pay, 
become  the  chief  informers,  and  fervants  are  no  longer 
any  thing  but  fpies. 

An  afl:oniihing  woman  taking  counfel,  from  her  cou- 
rage alone,  came  to  inflict  death  upon  the  apoftle  of  mur- 
der and  pillage.    She  deferves  the  admiration  of  the 
univerfe.    But  not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate 
of  things,  her  time  and  her  vidlim  were  ill  chofen* 
There  "Was  a  greater  criminal,  to  whom  her  immolating 
hand  fhould  have  given  the  preference.    The  death  of 
Marat  only  ferved  the  purpofes  of  his  abominable  fee- 
taries  :  they  transformed  into  a  martyr  the  man  whom 
they  had  taken  for  a  prophet;  and  fanaticifm  and  knavery^ 
always  in  a  league,  derived  from  this  event  an  advan- 
tage fimilar  to  that  which  the  murder  of  le  Pelletier  had 
procured  them.    Certainly  that  murder  had  been  too 
fatal  in  its  eonfequences  to  permit  us  to  think  that  the 
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j  fiigitlve  members,  entire  ftrangers  to  the  aftion  of  Pa- 
ris *,  were  not  equally  fo  to  that  of  Charlotte  Corday  ; 
but  their  adverfaries  laid  hold  of  it  as  a  new  mean  of 
ruining  them  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  moft 
determined  republicans,  the  only  men  of  the  aflTembly 
who  joined  to  the  courage  of  ftridl  probity  the  autho- 
rity of  talents  and  knowledge,  were  reprefented  as  the 
favourers  of  d-efpodfm,  and  vile  confpirators.  At  one 
time  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  La  Vendee,  and  on  the  fabres  of  the  warriors  de- 
li rous  of  defending  them,  tlie  words  Vive  Louis  XVIL 
are  laid  to  be  infcribed*.  at  another  time  they  are  accufed 
of  endeavouring  to  divide  France  into  little  republics, 
and  are  reprobated  as  federalifts.  It  is  with  equal  con- 
filtency  that  BrilTot  is  taken  into  Englifh  pay,  and  that 
his  wife,  in  a  report  fent  to  all  tlie  departments,  is 
gravely  reprefented  as  having  retired  to  the  queen  s 
i  apartments  at  Verfailles,  and  as  hoUing  fecret  coun<:ils 
there. 

Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  this  ftory  to  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  BrilTot's  wife,  devoted  to  the 
domeftic  virtues,  wholly  taken  up  with  the  cares  of  her 
houfhold,  ironing  her  hufband's  (hirts  herfelf,  looking 
through  the  key-hok  to  fee  if  fhe  may  fafely  open  the 
door  to  thofe  who  knock,  and  hiring  a  litde  miferable 
room  in  the  village  of  St.  Cloud,  in  order  to  have  it  in 
her  power  to  carry  the  child  that  fhe  has  juft  weaned 
into  the  open  air.  But  (he  is  taken  intocuftodyj  is 
condu6led  to  Paris ;  and  a  guard  is  placed  over  her. 
;  J^etion's  wife,  who  was  going  to  retire  among  her  friends 

I  ^  The  murderer  of  le  Peiletiex. 
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tin  the  florm  fliould  blow  over,  is  arretted  with  her  {on. 
Miranda,  whom  the  revolutionary  tribunal  had  acquitted> 
is  remanded  to  prifon  as  a  fufpeded  perfon,  on  the  in- 
formation of  his  valet,  a  fpy  of  Pache    all  the  generals 
are  put  under  arreft  ;  and  Cuftine,  whom,  as  I  have 
been  told  by  the  prince  de  Linanges,  the  Auftrians 
dreaded  more  than  any  of  the  reft,  is  threatened  with 
the  lofs  of  his  head.    Diforganization  fpreads  itfelf  over 
the  whole  face  of  France,  and  a  civil  war  breaks  out  ia 
a  variety  of  places.    The  acceptance  of  the  conftitution 
cannot  procure  for  Lyons  an  a6t  of  oblivion  for  the  juf- 
tice  it  dared  to  execute  on  tv/o  or  three  of  Marat's  ban- 
ditti ;  it  is  called  upon  to  deliver  up  the  heads  of  its, 
richeft  inhabitants,  and  to  pay  a  confiderable  fum  of  money ; 
the  high  fpirited  Marfeilles  fends  fuccour  to  the  Lyonnefe 
and  troops  are  recalled  from  the  frontiers,  which  are 
left  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  fee 
brother  againft  brother,  and  to  fpill  the  blood  of  French- 
men by  the  hands  of  the  French  themfelves.    In  the 
mean  time  the  enemy  advances  in  the  north ;  Valen- 
ciennes no  longer  exifts  ;  Cambray  is  blocked  up  ;  and 
the  Auftrian  light  troops  appear  in  the  environs  of  Pe- 
ronne,    Paris,  like  another  Babylon,  fees  its  brutifh  po- 
pulace run  in  crowds  to  ridiculous  feftivals,  or  feaft  their 
eyes  upon  the  blood  of  a  multitude  of  wretches  facri- 
ficed  to  their  ferocious  diftruft  ;  while  the  fclfifh  and  un- 
feeling fill  the  theatres,  and    the  timid  citizen  ftays 
trembling  at  home,  where  he  is  not  fure  of  fleeping,. 
if  it  pleafe  his  neighbour  to  fay  that  he  has  made  ufe  ofi 
tmcivic  exprefTions,  blamed  the  carnage  of  the  ad  of 
September,  or  lamented  the  fate  of  the  vivSlims  of  Or- 
leans, put  to  death  without  proof  of  their  being  privy 

to 
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?to  an  afTafllnanon  which  was  77ot  committed  on  the  per- 
fon  of  the  infamous  Bourdon.  O  my  country  !  into 
what  hands  art  thou  fallen.  Chabot  and  his  fellows  an- 
flounce  that  Roland  is  at  Lyons.,  affirm  that  he  is  exciting 
an  infurredlion  in  that  city,  and  call  for  his  impeachment 
and  for  mine:  and  at  the  fam,e  time  they  fearch  the 
xrellars  of  the  obfervatory,  and  inveft  the  houfe  of  one 
of  his  friends,  where  they  fuppofe  him  to  lie  concealed. 

All  my  friends  are  profcribed,  fugitives,  or  in  confine- 
ment ;  my  hufband  only  efcapes  from  the  fury  of  his 
•adverlaries  by  keeping  clofe  in  a  retreat  which  may  be 
compared  to  die  fevered  imprifonment ;  and  it  is  even 
decreed  that  the  few  perfons  who  come  to  confole  me 
fhall  undergo  perfecution.— r-Grandpre,  dining  in  com- 
pany with  a  man  whom  he  did  not  know  to  be  a  juftice 
of  peace,  aud  a  member  of  the  tribunal  of  the  diftrid, 
lamented  the  negligence  of  the  magiftrates,  wlio  fuffered 
fo  many  perfons  to  languifh  in  the  prifons^  On  this  the 
unknown  perfonage  difcovered  himfelf  ^  affected  a  great 
defire  to  be  made  acquainted  with  abufes,  to  the  reform 
of  which  he  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  contribute  i 
and  begged  Grandpre  to  let  him  have  his  name  and  ad* 
drefs,  that  he  might  call,  and  take  him  with  him  in  his 
next  vifit  to  the  prifons.  That  was  only  a  prete>;t, — the 
juftice  of  peace  haftened  to  die  committee  of  general 
fafety,  and  fabricated  an  atrocious  denunciation  againft 
Grandpre,  whom  he  accufed  of  being  an  accomplice  in 
the  death  of  Marat. — It  feems  as  if  we  were  living  in 
the  time  of  Tiberius ;  for,  like  his,  this  is  the  reign  of 
informers. — Grandpre  was  taken  up  by  an  officer  and 
four  muiketeers,  who  repaired  to  his  apartment  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  \  ranfacked  his  papers,  and  fealed 
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up  his  effefts.  He  had  then  about  him  a  letter  addreffed 
by  me  to  the  unfortunate  Brifibt.  What  a  crime  might 
be  made  of  this,  to  me  for  having  written  it,  and  to  him 
for  being  the  bearer  !  Luckily  he  found  means  to  con- 
ceal it  from  their  fearch ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  a  te- 
dious debate  that  he  could  obtain  permiflion  to  remain 
under  a  guard  at  his  office,  inftead  of  going  to  fleep  at 
the  abbey ;  nor  was  't  till  after  the  expiration  of  feveral 
days,  that  means  were  found  to  demonftrate  the  falfity  of 
the  charge. 

Champagneux  was  lefs  fortunate :  to  the  crime  of 
owing  his  appointment  to  Roland,  he  joined  that  of  oc- 
cupying a  defirable  place. — CoUot  d'Herbois  went  drunk 
to  the  office  of  the  home  department,  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  the  moment  that  the 
clerks  had  juft  left  their  defks  to  go  to  dinner:  his  bufi- 
nefs  was  to  demand  carriages,  of  which  the  minifter  had 
not  the  difpofal.    In  a  rage  at  not  finding  Garat,  he  fwore, 
ftormed,  broke  the  legs  of  the  chairs  and  table  %  went 
to  the  apartment  of  Champagneux,  thefirft  clerk,  abufed 
him,  ordered  the  packets  that  were  made  up  for  the  poft- 
office  to  be  opened,  and  quarrelled  about  the  inclofure 
they  contained.    It  was  a  kind  of  circular  letter,  con- 
fiding of  queftions,  and  intended  to  procure  information 
concerning  the  ftate  of  the  country.    In  his  heated  brain 
he  arranged  a  denunciation,  which  he  brought  forward 
the  next  day,  at  the  Convention,  and  on  the  ftrength  of 
which  a  decree  of  arreft  was  pafled  both  againft  Garat 
and  Champagneux. 

Garat  came  to  the  bar,  made  no  complaint  of  Collot, 

♦  Thefe  fadls  may  appear  exaggerated  ;  but  they  are  ftriftly  true. 
I  had  them  from  an  eye-witnefs,  whofe  veracity  is  undoubted.  They 
are  confirmed  by  a  late  publication  of  Carat's. 
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explained  his  conduft  in  the  gentleft  terms,  pronounced  a 
fulfome  panegyric  on  the  auguft  alTembly,  and  was  fenc 
back  to  his  duty.    Champagneux  at  firft  hid  himfelf  in 
a  fright,  but  afterwards  appeared.    He  was  referred  by 
the  Convention  to  the  Committee,  and  by  the  Committee 
was  fent  a  prifoner  to  the  Force,    Garat  folicited  by 
others,  and  having  an  intereft  himfelf  in  the  enlargement 
of  Champagneux,  whofe  fervices  he  could  not  difpenfe 
with,  repaired  to  the  Committee  to  obtain  it.    There  he 
made  it  appear,  that,  without  the  affillance  of  a  man 
fo  converfanp  in  bufinefs,  it  would  be  impofliblc  for  him 
%o  remain  in  office,  and  by  his  friends,  fuch  as  Barrere,  if 
men  like  Barrere  can  be  called  friends,  was  encouraged 
to  hope,  that  by  offering  his  conditional  refignation, 
Champagneux  would  be  reftored  to  him,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  continue  in  ^dminiftration ;  but  the  reft  of  the 
Committee  fpoke  out  in  plainer  terms.    He  was  re- 
quired to  fill  up  the  place  of  Champagneux  :  his  liber- 
ty and  his  life  depended  on  his  compliance.    He  was  re- 
quired to  fill  it  up  by  the  appointment  of  a  young  man, 
twenty- fix  years  of  age,  deftitute  of  experience  in  bufi- 
nefs, of  all  kinds  of  knowledge,  and  of  every  recom- 
mendation but  the  favour  of  the  Committee,  of  which  he 
was  a  tool,    Garat,  who  never  refufed  his  maders  any 
thing,  fubmitted  and  then  retired  from  his  office,  aban- 
doning a  poft  it  wa8  impoflible  for  him  to  maintain  *. 

*  Pare,  formerly  head-clerk  to  Danton,  who  had  got  him  appointed 
fecretary  to  the  Council  on  Grouveile's  departure,  fucceedcd  Garatj 
and  the  ex-minifter,  happy  to  effed  a  change,  which,  by  delivering 
him  from  a  place  of  rcfponfibility,  conferred  on  him  one  of  twenty 
thoufand  livres  a  year,  became  fecretary  of  the  Council.  Jt  is  not 
altogether  ufelefs  to  remark,  that  De.forgucs,  minifler  of  foreigR 
affairs,  was  alfo  one  of  Danton^s  clerks, 
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B'lit  Champagneux  was  not  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  fourth 
week  of  his  detention  has  already  pafled.    At  the 
moment  he  was  threaten^ed  with  an  arreft  (for  Col- 
lot  had  announced  it  as  an  a6l  that  would  necelTary 
follow  his  vohtion),  Champagneux  was  in  poflfefTion  of 
almoft  the  whole  of  my  Hijlf}rical  Memoirs^  the  exiftence 
of  which  he  wifhed  to  infure  by  taking  a  copy.  Un- 
€afy,  agitated,   and  not  doubling  but  the  principles 
by  which  they  were  diftated,  and  the  freedom  with 
which  they  were  written,  were  a  direct  paffport  to  the 
fcafFold,  he  committed  them  to  the  flames. — Yet  r.hefe 
are  the  governors  of  the  empire -CoUot,  a  flrclling 
player  by  profeffion,  by  whofe  fide  fits  a  judge  of  the 
fouthern  departments,  who  not  long  fince  condemned 
him  to  a  year*s  imprifonment  for  an  offence  which  he 
committed  while  a  vagrant  from  barn  to  barn,  ^nd  for 
which  feveral  of  the  judges  wifned  to  fend  him  to  the 
galleys !— Great  ftrength  of  lungs,  the  geftures  of  a  jack- 
pudding,  the  manoeuvres  of  a  knave,  the  extravagance 
of  a  madman,  and  the  effrontery  of  ignorance  fuch 
were  his  means  of  fuccefs  at  the  clubs,  par£i<:ularly  at  the 
club  of  the  Jacobins,  who  were  not  afhamed  to  rnen- 
tion  him  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  patriotic 
miniflry  under  Louis  XVI. 

Collot  thinking  himfelf  ill  ufed  by  the  appointment  of 
Roland  to  the  home  department,  to  which  he  had  di- 
redted  his  views,  deemed  him  the  more  worthy  of  his  ha- 
tred, as  being  an  enemy  by  whom  he  was  overlooked. 
From  that  moment  his  Jacobinical  influence  was  direded 
againfl  him,  and  that  condud,  added  to  his  other  relative 
J  qualicicsj 
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qualities,  procured  him  a  feat  in  the  Convention,  as  one 
of  the  Parifian  deputation. 

Champagneux,  in  his  confinement,  regrets  his  liberty 
lefs  than  the  pleafure  of  fometimes  alleviating  my  ca  ti- 
vity,  while  I  am  afflicted  at  his,  which  he  owes  to  his 
connexion  with  Roland  and  myfelf.    As  to  Bofc,  who 
has  already  given  up  his  place  of  adminiftrator  at  the 
poft-office,  and  whom  I  endeavour  to  perfuade  not  to 
run  the  rilk  of  a  prifon  by  vifidng  me  in  mine,  I  fee  him 
once  a  week,  as  it  were  by  Health.    In  the  midfl:  of 
all  thefe  forrows,  I  can  however  offer  my  friends  a  feat 
in  the  pleafant  room,  where  the  kind-hearted  Madame 
Bouchaud  has  fequellered  me  from  all  the  appearances 
of  a  prifon.    I  am  there  expofed,  it  is  true,  to  the  in- 
convenience of  having  a  fentry  planted  diredlly  oppofite 
my  window,  on  whofe  account  I  am  always  obliged  to 
keep  my  curtains  drawn,  and  who  comes  to  liften  to 
every  thing  that  is  faid  when  I  am  not  alone  i  and 
I  am  difliurbed  by  the  horrible  barking  of  three  great 
dogs,  whofe  kennel  is  at  lefs  than  ten  paces  difbance. 
I  am  alfo  clofe  to  a  large  room,  pompoufly  ftyled  the 
council-chamber,  where  the  adminiftrators  of  the  police 
do  their  bufinefs  when  they  come  to  examine  a  prifoner. 
It  is  to  this  neighbourhood  that  I  am  indebted  for  the 
knowledge  of  fome  curious  fcenes,  of  which  1  am  go- 
ing to  fay  a  few  words. 

Two  men,  whofe  names  I  once  knew,  and  have  ei- 
ther forgotten,  or  do  not  choofe  to  repeat,  becaufe  the 
names  of  fuch  wretches  are  not  deferving  of  mention,  had 
been  fent  to  prifon  for  their  malverfations  in  the  clothing 
of  the  troops,  in  which  department  of  the  public  fer- 
vice  they  were  employed.    They  had  for  friends,  or  for 
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jiccomplices,  fome  people  of  their  own  defcription,  and 
thofe  people  were  adlually  adminiftrators  of  the  police. 
Charged  in  that  quahty  with  the  maintenance  of  order  in 
the  prifons,  and  the  fuperintendance  of  the  gaolers,  they 
came  to  Sainte-Pelagie  once  or  twice  a  week,  with 
other  friends  like  themfelves,  ten  or  twelve  in  number, 
and  fometimes  more,  fent  for  the  two  darling  prifoners 
to  the  council-chamber,  and  there  making  the  gaoler 
give  them  capons,  chickens,  eggs,  wine,  cordials,  coffee, 
&c.  confumed  them   at  his  ^xpence,  and  kept  up 
their  orgies  three  or  four  hours  together.     No  one 
would  ever  imagine,  and  mod  afili redly  I  fhall  not 
undertake  to  relate  the  brutal  joy,  the  fulfome  converfa- 
tion,  and  the  infamy  of  thefe  entertainments.    The  word 
patriotifm,  ftupidly  applied,  and  repeated  emphatically 
on  every  mention  pf  the  fcaffold,  to  which  it  was  pro- 
per to  fend  all  Jujp^^d  ferfons ;  that  denomination  be- 
flowed  upon  every  one  who  had  received  a  good  educa« 
tion,  or  was  poffefled  of  a  fortune  not  recendy  ftolen  ; 
the  difgufting  killes  from  thofe  mouths,  reeking  with 
wine,  fmacking  upon  the  cheeks  of  the  new  comers,  and 
repeated  in  cojicert  at  the  moment  of  breaking  up ;  die 
obfcene  jefts  of  men  deftitute  of  all  morality,  and  ftran- 
gers  to  all  lhame  ;  and  the  filly  pride  of  atrocious  block- 
beads,  who  dreamed  of  nothing  but  denunciations,  and 
whofe  fole  fcience  confifted  in  imprifoning  their  bet- 
ters.   

Plato  might  well  compare  democracy  to  an  au5lion  of 
government,  a  kind  of  faivy  where  all  pofTible  modes  of 
adminiftration  are  intermixed.  But  how  would  he  cha- 
ra6terize  that  ftate  of  fociety  where  men  like  thefe  are 
arbiters  of  the  liberty  of  their  fellow- citizens  ?  When-- 

ever 
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ever  this  agreeable  company  came,  Bouchaiid  or  his  wife 
never  failed  to  withdraw  my  key  from  the  door,  and  to 
give  me  notice  of  their  arrival.  At  laft  I  took  my  re- 
folution,  and  fhut  my  ears  againfl  ' their  noife  j  I  even 
found  an  entertainment  in  continuing  m.y  Bifiorical  Me^ 
moirs,  and  in  writing  vigorous  paffages,  before  the  eyes, 
as  it  were,  of  wretches  who  wouki  have  torn  me  to- 
pieces  if  they  had  heard  only  a  fmgle  phrafe. 

As  the  ]  oth  of  Auguft  was  at  hand,  and  fears  were  en- 
tertained of  a  rehearfal  of  the  2d  of  September,  in  the 
prifons,  the  adminiftrators  found  means  to  get  out  the 
rogues  of  their  acquaintance ;  and  by  fo  doing  put  an 
end  to  the  civic  feafts  at  Sainte-Pelagie.    If  I  could  per- 
fuade  myfelf  to  meddle  with  fuch  difgufting  matters,  I 
could  give  very  aftonifhing,  and  very  fhocking  ac- 
counts, of  the  abufes  that  prevail  in  the  prifons — the 
criminals  would  there  be  feen  converdng  into  accom- 
plices almoft  all  the  fervants,  and  other  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  bufinefs  of  the  place ;  women  of  the  town, 
guilty  of  ferious  offences,  obtaining  their  enlargement 
without  a  trial,  by  means  of  the  adminiflrator,  who 
fleeps  with  them  the  night  after;  aflanins,  rich  enough 
to  pay  an  advocate  ( defenjeur  cfficieux)  with  the  produce 
of  their  robberies,  bribing  him  to  deftroy  the  vouchers, 
and  procure  the  impunity,  of  their  crimes ;  and  profefled 
thieves  keeping  up  their  intrigues  with  one  another,  and 
with  their  accomplices  without ;  thieving  ftill,  though 
immured  in  a  prifon  ;  and  dividing  the  fpoils  with  the 
turnkey,  or  with  the  gendarme^  who  appears  to  guard 
them.    Every  thing  gets  tainted  or  completely  fpoilcd 
in  thefe  infedious  places  under  a  viciou*  adminiftra- 

tion, 


(    73  ) 

tion,  defirlng  only  to  de(b-oy,  carelefs  of  correfting, 
and  a6lnated  by  pafiion  alone. — ^  Compalfionate  and  ge-» 
nerous  Howard,  who  wanderedfl:  over  all  Europe  to  vi- 
fit  thofe  gloomy  dungeons,  in  which  the  wifdom  of  an 
equitable  government  ought  never  to  let  innocence  Ian-* 
guifli,  and  where  it  Ihould  alfo  take  care  to  diftinguifli 
weakncfb  from  criminality,  how  would  your  feeling  heart 
have  been  hurt  if  you  had  been  perfeiftly  acquainted  with 
the  management  of  the  prifons  belonging  to  the  nation 
then  efteemed  the  gendeft  upon  earth  !*  There  no  dif-- 
tindion  is  made  between  giddy  youth  and  hardened  guilt. 
I  have  feen  a  botanical  ftudent,  who  had  fpoken  ill  of 
Marat,  confined  in  the  fame  room  with  highway  robbers. 
There  no  refpedl  is  fhewn  to  morals.    I  have  fcen  a 
girl  of  fourteen,  who  was  claimed  by  her  parents,  de- 
tained in  the  fame  cell  with  the  infamous  woman  who 
had  juft  feduced  her,  and  who  had  been  taken  up  for 
that  offence.    There  no  regard  is  had  to  decency,  or 
attention  to  falubrity,  in  the  conftru61:ion  of  the  edifice, 
or  in  the  laying  out  of  the  internal  fpace.    A  building 
is  now  eredling  at  Sainte-Pelagie,  on  an  immenfe  piece 
of  ground,  by  an  architect  of  confined  ideas,  a  man  of 
no  mind,  who  is  taking  meafures  contrary  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  rationality,  and  yet  no  perfon  in  the  fuperior 
branches  of  adminiftration  is  either  able  or  willing,  to 
corre61:  his  plan. 

Here  I  mufl:  do  juftice  to  the  prefent  keeper.  He 
does  what  he  can  in  matters  of  detail,  but  nothing  can 
prevent  the  bad  confequences  refulting  from  an  organ- 
izanon  eflentially  vicious.  There  ought  to  be  either 
diftinft  houfes,  fome  appropriated  to  criminals,  and  others 
to  fufpicious  or  fufpe6ted  perfons,  or  elfe  wings  entirely 
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-'etached  ;  nor  fliould  there  be  any  communication  be- 
tween the  two  fexes.  But  as  this  is  not  the  place  for  a 
treatife  upon  the  fubje6t,  I  can  only  lament  the  deftiny 
of  a  people,  in  the  eftablifhrn-ent  of  whofe  Uberty  it  is 
impofTible  for  thofe  to  believe  who  have  once  been  wit- 
riefles  to  its  extreme  corruption. 

On  my  firft  coming  to  Sain te- Pelagic,  I  was  waited 
iipon  by  a  woman,  confined  for  fome  trifling  offence* 
Iler  fervices  were  an  affiftance  to  my  weaknefs,  while  I 
had  the  means  of  making  them  an  alleviation  of  her  dif- 
trefs.  Not  but  that  I  was  very  well  able  to  be  my  own 
fervant :  'Tout  fan  him  au  genereux  courage  */  was-  faid  of 
Favonius  performing  for  Pom.pey  in  his  misfortunes  the 
oiSces  which  valets  are  accuftomed  to  perform  for  their 
mafters.  This  may  be  applied  with  equal  truth  to  the 
unfortunate  man,  ftripped  of  his  fortune,  and  providing 
for  all  his  wants,  and  to  the  auftere  philofopher,  difdain- 
ing  every  fuperfluity.  Quintlusf  was  roafting  his  tur- 
nips when  he  received  the  ambaffadors  of  the  Sam-^ 
nites;  and  I  could  have  made  my  bed  at  Sainte-Pe- 
lagie ;  but,  as  in  fetching  water,  and  things  of  the  like 
kind,  it  was  neceflary  to  go  through  long  paflages,  and 
to  mix  with  their  various  inhabitants,  I  was  not  forr^ 
to  have  a  perfon  whom  I  couki  oblige  by  fending  her 
on  fuch  errands.  She  continued  to  aflift  me  in  the  room 
1  had  been  indulged  with,  and  was  coming  in  one 
morning  at  the  very  moment  that  an  adminiftrator  was 

*  Every  thing  becomes  a  nob'e  fpirit. 
■f  By  ^iifUius^  Madame  R.oland  means  Lucius  ^uintius  Cinchnatut, 
but  Marcus  Curius  Defitatus  is  the  perfonage  of  whoni  t/iis  anecdole  U 
related  by  the  Roman  hiftorians  :  *  Lfgaih  Samnitum  nurum  ofgrentibus, 
^uum  ipfe  in  fecit  rapa  torrent  y  &;€.    Flin.  Je  'viris  illi'/lribus.  Tranf. 
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at  the  door  of  the  council -chamber.  He  afked  who 
lodged  there;  dcfired  to  infped  the  room;  came  in  3 
cad  an  angry  eye  around  him ;  and  then  went  out,  and 
complained  to  the  keeper's  wife  of  the  degree  of  com- 
fort file  allowed  me  to  enjoy. — ^  Madame  Roland  was 
indllpofed  (that  was  true) ;  and  I  put  her  more  in  the 
way  of  receiving  fuch  afllftance  as  (he  might  ftand  in 
need  of ;  befides  fhe  fomerimes  amufes  herfelf  with  a 
forte  piano,  for  which  there  is  not  room  in  a  cell.*— ^  She 
mufl:  do  without  it :  fend  her  this  very  day  into  a  corri-*- 
dor:  it  is  your  bufinefs  to  maintain  equality,' 

Unfeeling  wretch  !  is  it  to  maintain  equality  that  you 
wifh  to  confound  me  with  the  moft  abandoned  of  wo- 
men ? — Madame  Bouchard^  more  diflreffed  than  can  well 
be  imagined,  foon  came  to  communicate  to  me  the  order 
fhe  had  received.  I  confoled  her  by  conforming  to  it 
with  much  calmnefs  and  refignation  ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  I  Ihould  come  down  in  the  courfc  of  the  day  to 
change  the  air,  and  to  return  to  my  fludies,  the  materials 
for  which  I  left  where  they  were.  Thus  am  I  once  more 
deftined  to  fee  the  turnkeys,  to  hear  the  creaking  of  the 
bolts,  to  breathe  the  fetid  air  of  a  corridor,  fadly  illumined 
in  the  evening  by  a  lamp,  of  which  the  thick  fmoke  black-^ 
ens  all  the  walls,  and  fuffocates  the  neighbourhood. 
Thefe  are  the  humane  adlions,  the  figns  of  liberty 
given  by  thofe  men,  who  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Baftille 
recall  to  our  recolledlion  the  cruelty  of  the  governor  kil- 
ling Lauzun's  fpider,  and  who,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
fend  up  birds  carrying  ftreamers,  to  announce  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  upper  regions  the  felicity  of  the  earth. 
Infolent  comedians!  you  are  playing  your  laft  parts: 
the  enemy  is  at  hand. — By  the  enemy  I  mean  the  de^- 
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partments  endeavouring  to  infure  the  triumph  of  reafon 
and  of  true  liberty,  and  preparing  your  ruin. 

Mine  is  inevitable,  no  doubt ;  I  have  deferved  th^  ha- 
tred of  aU  tyrants ;  but  I  only  regret  that  of  my  coun- 
try, which  your  chaftifemcnt  will  confole,  but  cannot 
fave. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  confequences  of  opprefTion  have 
filled  the  corridor  I  inhabit  with  women  in  whofe  com- 
pany I  can  remain  without  fhame,  and  even  with  plea- 
fure.  I  have  found  there  the  wife  of  a  juftice  of  peace, 
whofe  neighbour  afcribes  to  her  exprellions  ftyled  unci- 
vie ;  I  have  found  there  the  wife  alfo  of  the  prefident  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunal ;  and  there  1  have  found  Ma- 
dame Petion. — ^  I  litde  thought,'  faid  I  on  accofting 
her,  *  when  I  was  fliaring  your  uneafinefs  at  the  Mairie^'y 
on  the  icth  of  Auguft,  1792,  that  we  fliould  keep  our 
fad  anniverfary  at  Sainte-Pelagie,  and  that  the  fall  of 
the  throne  would  lead  to  our  difgrace.' 

*  The  refidence  of  the  mayor. 
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RAPID  OBSERVATIONS 

On  the  TndiElment  drawn  up  hy  Amar  againft  the  Members 
of  the  Convention, 

If  there  have  exifted  a  conjpracy  againfi  the  unity  and 
indivifthility  of  the  republic ^  againft  the  liberty  and  the  fafety 
of  the  French  people^  it  is  evident  that  it  can  only  have 
been  formed  by  the  abettors  of  defpotifm,  by  ambi- 
tious men,  wifhing  to  monopolize  power  and  riches,  or 
by  the  enemies  of  mankind. 

Brijfot^  Genfonne^  VergniauXy  Guadet^  Gorfas^  Petion^  Bu- 
zoty  &c.  are  accounted  fuch,  Thefe  men  muft  then 
have  Ihewn,  on  more  occafions  than  one,  their  hatred  of 
liberty,  their  third  of  gain,  their  eagernefs  to  obtain 
places,  all  the  vices  and  corruption,  in  fliort,  that  are  na- 
tural to  fuch  charaders.  Suppofing  even  that  they  had 
afiumed  the  maflc  of  hypocrify,  it  was  impolTible  for  the 
end  they  had  in  view  to  remain  concealed :  their  con- 
du6t  muft  have  betrayed  it,  and  their  interefted  motives 
muft  have  evidently  appeared.  Let  us  enquire  into  what 
they  were  ;  let  us  fee  how  they  have  a6led ;  and  we  lhall 
be  able  to  judge  of  what  is  laid  to  their  charge.  After 
that  it  will  be  time  to  go  in  fearch  of  the  confpiracy  it- 
felf,  which  very  pofiibly  may  refemble  the  ftory  of  the 
golden  tooth  *  \  or  may  amount  to  nothing  more  than  the 

*  After  fome  of  the  greateft  natural  hiftorians  and  phllofophers  ia 
Europe  had  been  long  employed  in  endeavouring  to  account  for  the 
exillence  of  a  golden  tooth  in  a  living  fubjeft,  they  found  out  with 
farprifmg  fagacity  that  the  tooth  was  a  falfe  one.  Tranf, 
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well-known  efforts  of  ariftocrates  and  royallfts,  manifefl:- 
S  ed  as  early  as  the  infancy  of  the  revolution,  and  con- 
'  ne6lcd  with  the  enterprizes  of  foreign  powers. — Let  us 
i  look  at  a  few  of  thefe  men  in  private  life  before  the 
year  1789,  the  aera  when  the  bufy  fcene  of  politics, 
then  opening,  firft  brought  them  forward  to  public  view  ; 
and  let  us  obferve  the  courfe  they  afterwards  purfued. 
Advocates  for  the  moll  part,  fome  had  diftinguiflied 
themfelves  at  the  bar,  others  had  made  themfelves  known 
in  the  republic  of  letters ;  feveral,  remarkable  only  for 
the  integrity  they  had  difplayed  in  tlieir  profeflions,  were 
feated  in  the  States  General,  by  the  efteem  that  integrity 
had  procured  them,  while  feveral  others  devoted  them- 
felves to  the  laborious,  but  honourable  functions  of  jour- 
i  nalifts,  and  flruggled  courageoufly  with  defpotifm  dri- 
!  ven  to  defpair. 

PetioUy  fimple  in  his  manners,  moderate  in  his  defires, 
I  and  married  to  a  woman  of  excellent  fenfe,  refided  at 
'  Chartres,  Efteemed  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who  had 
I  witnefled  his  birth,  and  already  noted  for  that  philofophy 
which  marks  a  good  underftanding,  at  an  early  period  in 
life  he  was  deemed  worthy  of  a  feat  in  the  affembly  of 
i  the  Hates. 

Buzoti  diftinguifhed  at  Evreux  by  his  ftri^l  probity, 
and  premature  prudence,  infpired  confidence,  and  de- 
ferved  coiifideration  at  an  age  when  fo  many  others  think 
of  nothing  but  pleafure.  A  tafte  for  ftudy,  and  the  foli- 
tary  habits  of  a  medicative  mind,  filled  up  all  thofe  mo- 
ments which  he  did  not  devote  to  the  bar ;  while  man- 
ners  equally  pure  and  gentle,  rendered  him  dear  to  his 
friends.  The  warmth  of  his  fcntiments,  the  eafe  of  his 
elocution,  and  the  auftericy  of  his  principles,  procured  him 
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the  honourable  office  of  carrying  his  country's  complaints 
and  demands  to  the  States  General. 

Gorjasy  the  father  of  a  numerous  family^  undertook, 
from  the  very  beginning  of  die  revolution^  to  condu6l  a 
periodical  paper,  in  which  he  combated  the  ftill  pov/er- 
ful  court,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  the  defence  of  tlie 
people,  always  endeavouring  to  efiablifli,  and  never  neg- 
letting  to  reclaim,  their  rights. 

Briffc'ty  a  vv^riter  from  his  early  youth,  had  preached 
liberty  in  the  time  of  defpotifm,  and  humanity  during  the 
reign  of  tyranny :  he  had  long  prayed  for  the  revolution, 
had  helped  to  bring  it  forward  by  expcfing  the  abufes  of 
the  times,  and  had  undergone  imprifonment  as  a  punifh- 
ment  for  the  freedom  of  his  v/ritings.  More  taken  up 
with  moral  truths  in  politics  than  with  the  care  of  his 
fortune,  he  had  engaged  in  feveral  fpeculations,  the  fai- 
lure of  which  had  increafed  his  poverty  without  in- 
jury to  his  honour.  T  he  revolution  was  the  fignai  of 
his  political  life :  he  began  his  career  in  the  mldft  of 
florms,  difcufling  principles,  fparing  no  one  who  appeared 
to  violate  them,  and  labouring  without  intermiiTion  for 
the  public  weal. 

I  flop  for  a  mom.ent  at  thefe  four  perfonages :  the  two 
firft  made  a  figure  in  the  conflitucnt  afTembly ;  Brilfot 
obtained  a  feat  in  the  fucceeding  legiflature  i  and  all  four 
became  members  of  the  Convention.  Was  there  a 
fingle  circumfliance  in  which  they  aded  unlike  them- 
fclves  ?  Did  they  affume  any  authority  ?  Did  they  ac- 
quire any  wealth  ?  .  Or  did  they  aim  ac  the  fupremc 
power  for  themfelves  and  their  friends  ? 
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Petion  and  Biizot  ferved  the  caiifc  of  liberty  in  the 
condituent  adembly,  with  a  zeal  and  conftancy  which 
procured  them  the  hatred  of  ariftocracy,  and  the  favour 
of  the  people :  but  popular  favour  is  incondant,  while 
perfevering  hatred  gains  freih  ftrength  by  the  accef- 
fion  of  all  the  Jealous,  whofe  attacks  never  fail  to  follow 
any  brilliant  fucccfs.  Buzot,  belonging  to  the  criminal 
tribunal  of  Evreux,  preferred  doing  his  duty  in  his  na- 
tive country  to  the  exercife  of  the  fame  functions  at  Pa- 
ris, which  would  have  better  fuited  an  ambitious  man  ; 
he  fupported  his  reputation  in  the  prefence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  of  the  enemies  he  had  made  himfelf  by  his 
civifm ;  and  obtained  by  his  merit  a  feat  in  the  Conven- 
tion, after  having  eftablillied  a  popular  fociety  in  the 
town,  as  an  indifpenfable  barrier  againft  the  ftrugglcs  of 
defpotifm  in  chains,  but  not  fubdued.  It  cannot  be  faid 
that  he  had  either  his  re-ele6lion,  or  any  kind  of  em- 
ploy in  view  on  leaving  the  conftituent  affembly,  any 
more  than  Petion  j  for  they  were  the  very  men  who 
.procured  the  palTing  of  the  decree  forbidding  the  mem- 
bers of  that  alTembly  to  hold  any  place  or  to  be  re-elect- 
ed for  four  years  to  come.  Tliey  had  even  demanded 
an  interval  of  fix  j  but  at  the  time  of  the  revifion  that 
decree  was  repealed,  in  fpite  of  their  endeavours  to 
maintain  it.  Buzotthen  entered  the  Convention  as  pure 
as  he  had  left  the  conftituent  afTembly;  and  there  for 
a  while  we  will  leave  him.  We  (hall  fee  hereafter  how 
j  he  conduced  himfelf,  and  fliall  be  able  to  judge  whe- 
'  ther  a  man  who  braved  clamour  and  outrages  in  fup- 
'  port  of  his  opinions,  even  admitting  fome  of  them  to 
be  erroneous,  could  be  an  ambitious  hypocrite,  or  a 
'  confpirator. 
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Petion  was  elevated  to  the  mayoralty  by  popular  fa- 
vour, and  preferved  it  till  after  the  loth  of  Augufl,  as 
well  as  the  hatred  of  the  court,  which  manifeRed  itfelf  on 
every  occafion,  even  to  the  very  lafl.  It  is  only  of  late 
that  any  one  has  ventured  to  accufe  him  of  going  to  the 
palace  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  it,  while  it  is  well 
known  that  he  was  expofed  to  its  fire.  The  calumniating 
aflertion  of  his  having  given  Mandat  orders  to  fire  upon 
the  people,  is  alfo  of  recent  date.  I  afk  what  could 
tempt  Petion,  detefted  by  the  court,  and  beloved  by  the 
people,  to  betray  the  latter,  and  ferve  the  former,  when  it 
ftood  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin  ?  Could  he  who  had  ac- 
quired popularity  by  combating  regal  power,  have  any 
reafon  to  forfeit  it,  when  the  people  were  beginning  to  ob- 
tain power  ?  Let  us  put  the  philofopher  and  the  zealous 
citizen  out  of  the  queftion  :  let  us  look  only  to  the  man  ; 
and  we  fhall  fee  that  even  in  the  eftimation  of  ambition  and 
felf-interefl:,  the  condud  attributed  to  Petion  would  have 
been  abfurdj  and  that  if  he  had  not  too  much  principle,  he 
had  at  leaft  too  much  good  fenfe,  to  fall  into  fuch  an  error. 
He  was  prevented  by  his  office  from  putting  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  infurre6lion ;  and  to  prevent  his  oppofing 
it,  he  fhould  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  ading,  or' 
confined.  This  the  heedlefs  commune  forgot  to  do,  and 
I  remember,  that  Lanthenas  went  twice  from  the  Mairie 
to  the  town-houfe,  to  advife  their  putting  a  ftrong  guaid 
on  his  hotel.  The  reporter  (Amar)  did  not  fay  a  fyl- 
lable  of  the  mafiacres  of  the  fecond  of  September :  he 
wifely  avoided  the  danger  of  touching  on  a  queftion,  both, 
fides  of  which  had  been  fupported  by  the  Mountaineers,  i 
When  Roland  denounced  thofe  malTacres,  the  Jacobins 
faid  they  were  the  work  of  the  people  and  of  its  ven- 
geance.; 
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geancc  :  they  even  made  it  a  crime  not  to  applaud  tliem ; 
and  when  Petion,  with  tlie  reft  of  the  right  fide,  obtained 
a  decree  to  profecute  the  murderers,  Petion  and  the  right 
fide  were  called  the  enemies  of  liberty  and  of  the  people. 
But  when  the  decree  had  fallen  into  defuetude,  when  the 
Jacobins  triumphed,  and  the  twenty-two  were  pro- 
fcribed,  the  Jacobins  themfelves,  and  Hebert  among 
the  firft  of  them,  impudently  aflerted  that  the  mafTacres 
were  Petion's  work. 

Guadet,  VergniauXy  and  Genjonnc^  diftinguifhed  by  their 
talentSj  and  well  known  at  Bourdeaux  as  friends  to  the 
revolution,  were  ele6led  members  of  the  legiflative  aflem- 
bly.  They  were  the  firft  men  for  talents  in  that  body,  a 
kind  of  ariftocracy  which  procured  them  more  numerous 
and  more  dangerous  enemies  than  any  want  of  civifm 
could  have  done.  They  alternately  filled  the  prefident's 
chair  on  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  at  that  critical  moment 
when  the  weak  would  have  trembled  at  fuch  a  painful 
pre-eminence  j  nor  can  any  but  knaves  reproach  them 
with  the  moderation  and  the  temper  they  difplayed  in 
their  condud:  at  that  interefting  period.  BriiTot  natu- 
rally became  intimate  with  them,  becaufe  he  approached 
nearer  to  their  level  than  any  other  perfon,  in  like  manner 
as  a  fimilarity  of  fentiments  had  made  him  connefl  him- 
feif  with  the  defenders  of  principles  in  the  conftituent 
aflembly,  to  which  he  did  not  belong :  the  countryman 
and  friend  of  Petion,  he  became  acquainted  widi  fuch  of 
his  colleagues  as  fupported  that  caufe  in  favour  of  which 
his  journal  was  compofed. 

He  had  laboured  under  the  fame  miftake  as  many 
other  perfons,  in  regard  to  la  Fayette ;  or  rather  it  may 
be  faid,  that  la  Fayette,  fwayed  at  firft  by  the  principles 
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he  had  adopted,  had  no  longer  the  ftrength  of  mind  ne- 
ceflary  to  fupport  them  when  the  ftruggle  became  diffi- 
cult; or  that,  fearing  the  confequences  of  too  great  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  eftabhAi  fome  kind  of  councerpoife.  The  fa6c  is,  that 
as  he  profefTed  republicanifm  in  private,  Brifibt  was  a 
long  while  before  he  could  believe  him  guilty,  when 
he  was  become  fo  in  the  eyes  of  more  violent  men.  But 
he  had  blamed  him  widiout  referve,  and  publicly  de- 
clared his  rupture  wich  him,  before  the  affair  of  the 
Champ~de-Mars,  Here  the  reporter  piques  himfelf  fo 
litde  upon  accuracy,  that  he  confounds  dates  5  he  makes 
Briffot  come  to  the  Jacobins  in  March  179 1,  to  prepare 
the  bufinefs  of  the  Champ- de-Mar Sy  which  did  not  take 
place  till  Jidy^  and  which  was  folely  occafioned  by  the 
flight  and  return  of  the  king  in  the  month  of  June.  It 
is  well  known  befides,  that  Briflbt  did  not  go  to  the  Ja- 
cobins to  excite  them  to  fign  the  petition,  but  merely  be- 
caufe  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  to  draw  it 
up.  I  remember  to  have  heard  him  relate  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  Laclosy  who  was  alfo  of  the  committee, 
complained  of  fuch  a  violent  head-ach  that  he  could  not 
hold  the  pen,  and  that  he  begged  of  Briflbt  to  take  it; 
that  the  fame  Laclos  propofed  the  infertion  of  an  article 
which  he  mentioned  with  an  air  of  indifference,  but  which 
would  have  been  favourable  to  d'Orleans;  and  that  he 
(Briflbt;  rejedled  it  with  indignauon,  and  fubftituted  the 
paffage  recommending  a  republic,  for  which  that  rho- 
ment  was  peculiarly  proper,  and  might  have  been  turned 
to  great  account.  It  is  alfo  well  known  that  the  affembly 
having  decided  in  favour  of  the  king,  the  Jacobins,  in- 
ftead  of  fending  their  petition  to  the  Champ- dc  -  Mar fenc 
8  deputies 
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deputies  there  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  a  proper  place 
for  their  purpofe,  after  the  decree.  This  took  place 
on  the  Saturday.  I  faw  the  deputies  come  to  the 
Champ-de-Mars  at  noon,  with  not  more  than  two  or 
three  hundred  pcrfons,  and  where  Verrieres,  the  litde 
hump-backed  cordelier,  and  fome  others,  were  declaim- 
ing upon  the  national  altar.  It  was  on  the  Sunday 
morniilg,  that  two  men  were  hanged,  when  there  were 
not  thirty  perfons  aflembled,  a  fa6l  which  I  have 
heard  attributed  v/ith  fome  probability  to  the  contriv- 
ance of  the  Lameths  and  others,  who  wanted  an  op- 
portunity of  employing  force,  and  infpiring  terror. 
Certain  it  is,  that  Sunday  having  brought  together  a 
great  number  of  people,  who  had  been  attraded  by  the 
vague  report  of  a  petition,  while  that  of  the  hanging  bu- 
finefs  had  not  as  yet  got  abroad,  Robert  fet  about  drawing 
one  up,  completed  k,  and  was  getting  it  figned,  when  the 
military  were  called  out,  in  confcqucnce  of  a  denunciation 
made  to  the  aiTembly,  and  of  the  violent  letter  written  by 
Charles  Lameth,  the  prefident,  to  the  commune  of  Paris, 
letting  forth  the  neceiTity  of  repreffing  the  horrid  difor- 
ders  of  which  two  men  had  been  the  victims.  Thus  did 
the  morning  murder,  committed,  as  it  were,  by  ftcakh, 
ferve  as  a  pretext  for  (hooting  the  people  aflembled  in 
the  afternoon.  The  red  flag  was  holficd  at  the  town-hall, 
terror  and  imprifonment  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
prepared  the  triumph  of  the  revifors,  who  wifhcd  to  give 
ftrength  to  the  party  of  the  court.  Surely  it  will  be 
quite  enough  to  read  the  Patriot  *  of  that  time,  to  judge 
whether  it  be  polTible  that  BrifTot,  who  denoiinced  the 
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afFair  of  the  Champ-de-Mars,  fupported  the  people,  and 
attacked  the  revifors,  could  at  the  fame  dme  have  been 
their  accomplice.  This  accufation  is  abfurd  in  the  ex- 
treme !  But  every  thing  is  fo  from  one  end  to  the  other 
of  this  work  of  iniquity.  I  will  not  enter  here  into  the 
queflion  of  the  war,  which  was  the  fignal  of  the  great  di- 
vifion  that  took  place  among  the  patriots.  Robefpierre, 
fiery,  jealous,  greedy  of  popularity,  and  inclined  to  do- 
mineer, both  by  his  nature,  and  the  high  opinion  he  en- 
tertained of  his  own  merit,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
party  that  oppofed  the  declaration  of  hoftilides.  It  would 
be  worth  the  trouble  to  examine  the  fpeeches  on  the  fubjedl : 
to  me  it  appeared  that  the  mafs  of  enlightened  perfons  were 
in  general  for  the  affii  mauve,  and  confequencly  of  BriiTot's 
opinion.  Certain  it  is  that  the  court  was  very  repugnant 
to  the  meafure,  and  that  the  king  was  in  a  manner  over- 
ruled by  his  council.  He  had  every  thing  to  gain  by 
delay :  the  enemy  were  making  their  preparations  at  their 
eafe,  and  our  inaction  would  have  delivered  us  into  their 
hands,  a  defencelefs  prey.  Robefpierre  could  not  for- 
give Briffot  this  triumph.  The  ice  was  broken,  and 
from  that  moment  it  became  his  fole  objed  to  bring  for- 
ward all  the  misfortunes  that  befel  us,  whether  inevitable 
or  not,  as  crimes  againft  the  partifans  of  the  Vv^ar.  The 
exaggeration  of  paiTion  became  by  degrees  a  fyftem  of 
refined  calumny,  artfully  contrived,  and  obftinately  per- 
fevered  in.  Briflbt  could  no  longer  make  the  eulogium 
of  any  man,  without  its  being  conftrued  into  perfidy,  if 
that  man  afterwards  departed  from  the  line  of  duty. 
Briffot  was  acquainted  with  fcveral  perfons  in  the  miniftry 
by  whom  he  was  efleemed — here  was  another  reafon  of 
jealoufy  and  diftruft.    Thofe  minifters,  honourably  dif- 
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graced  by  the  court,  were  recalled  after  the  fall  of  the 
throne ;  and  BrilTot  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  few  men 
in  the  afTembly  pofTeiTed  of  any  talents,  or  exercifing 
any  influence:  Briffot  confequently  appeared  an  im- 
portant perfonage  to  Robefpierre,  who  determined  to 
ruin  him,  and  had  full  leifure  to  effl-cl  his  purpofe  for 
Brifibt,  conftantly  confiding  in  the  goodnefs  of  his  inten- 
tions, could  not  prevail  upon  himfeif  to  go  and  enter  the 
lifts  at  the  Jacobins  with  an  everlafting  haranguer, 
who  tired  him  to  death.  He  defpifed  the  adverfary  by 
whom  he  was  overcome.  But  who  could  have  believed 
the  convention  fo  weak,  or  the  people  fo  ftupid  ?  Thofe 
only,  who  not  fufFering  themfelves  to  be  hurried  along  by 
the  current  of  daily  events,  recur  frequently  to  the  page  of 
hiftory,  meditate  upon  its  contents,  and  compare  the  pre- 
fent  with  times  paft.  I  never  faw  any  man  in  place  do 
fo  fince  the  revolution  indeed  they  have  hardly  time  to 
breathe,  and  to  anfwer  to  the  calls  of  each  returning 
day,  without  an  extreme  and  uncommon  economy  in  the 
diftribution  of  their  hours. 

The  letter  of  Genfonne  and  his  aflbciates  to  Louis  XVI. 
cannot  be  conftrued  into  treafon,  unlefs  by  the  moft  de- 
termined malevolence.  It  is  true,  nobody  could  at  that 
time  be  fure  of  a  fuccefsful  revolution  :  the  wifeft  men 
were  therefore  defirous  that  the  king  fhould  feel  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  enforcing  the  conftitution,  and  refolve  upon  re- 
calling, and  retaining  thofe  minifters  who  were  fmcerely 
inclined  to  execute  the  laws.  They  had  given  proofs  of 
their  patriotifm,  and  the  application  for  their  recal  was 
not  a  ftep  dire6led  by  private  intereft,  but  the  expreHlon 
of  the  general  will.  Roland,  for  his  part,  knew  nothing 
of  the  letter  until  a  late  period,  and^  probably  would 
3  never 
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hever  have  heard  of  it  if  it  had  not  become  public.  Bat 
let  us  attend  to  the  charges  brought  againft  him  in  thefe 
articles  of  impeachment,  which  will  refieft  everlafting 
difgrace  on  the  age  and  nation,  that  could  either  applaud 
them,  or  even  fufFer  them  to  pafs,  without  the  ftrongeft: 
marks  of  reprobation. 

"  The  very  day  after  the  loth  of  Auguft,"  fay  thefe 
articles^  "  Genfonne  and  his  faftion  pofted  up  libels  re- 
"  fleding  upon  thofe  who  had  contributed  to  the  fall  of 
"  the  throne,  upon  the  Jacobins,  upon  the  council-ge- 
"  neral  of  the  commune,  and  upon  the  people  of  Paris. 
"  The  pens  of  Louvet,  BrifTot,  and  Champagneux,  were 
"  fet  to  work ;  enormous  packets  of  thofe  libels  were 

feen  at  Roland*s  houfe,  and  all  his  fervants  were  em- 
*^  ployed  in  difperfing  them." 

I  have  read  this  paffage  twice,  without  being  able  to 
conceive  how  any  one  could  dare  to  write  it.  Gen- 
fonne never  to  my  knowledge  pofted  up  any  thing: 
Louvet  was  editor  of  the  Sentinel^  of  which  complete 
colle6tions  exift :  it  was  of  great  fervice  to  the  revolu- 
tion, and  is  an  everlafting  refutation  bf  thefe  aflertions ; 
for  it  breathes  nothing  but  liberty,  great  and  wife  prin- 
ciples, the  hatred  of  tyranny,  and  the  love  of  equality, 
Roland  has  perhaps  contributed  as  much  as  any  body 
to  reconcile  men's  minds  to  the  revolution  ^  his  circular 
letters  exift;  let  them  be  read;  and  let  any  one  be 
pointed  out,  that  is  not  even  excellent.  Champagneux 
never  difpatched  any  papers  but  thofe  printed  by  order 
of  the  ailembly ;  nor  vv/as  any  alteration  ever  made  in 
them ;  the  contrary  fuppofition  is  as  abfurd  as  it  is  abo- 
minable. In  the  firft  place,  it  was  impoflible,  for  it  was 
not  Roland  who  had  them  printed,  but  the  authors  at 
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Baiicloins,  from  whom  the  minifter  ufed  to  demand  a 
certain  number  of  copies :  fecondly,  it  was  ufelefs  j  for 
fuppofing  that  he  made  a  fele6lion,  he  was  free  to  fend 
off  a  fmaller  number  of  thofe  which  he  deemed  the 
lead  deferving  of  attention  :  and,  ladly,  if  there  had  been 
the  fmalleft  breach  of  faith,  the  perfons  interefled  would 
not  have  waited  a  year  to  make  their  complaints,  and 
demonftrate  the  deceit.  What  then  can  be  intended 
by  this  ridiculous  paflage  ? — I  have  divined  it ;  and  it  is 
a  matter  which  demands  fome  explanation. 

In  revolutionary  movements,  the  moft  a6l!ve  people 
are  not  always  the  moft  blamelefs:  how  many  beings 
come  forward  only  that  they  may  appear  of  fome  con- 
fequence  in  the  world !  Their  fervices,  however,  are 
not  to  be  defpifed ;  but  when  once  the  point  in  view  is 
gained,  it  becomes  neceflliry  to  lofe  no  time  in  re-efta- 
blifliing  order  to  avoid  the  diflblution  of  the  focial  body. 
The  commune  formed  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  had  con- 
tributed to  the  fall  of  the  tyrant :  they  did  well ;  but  fe- 
veral  of  its  members  had  been  guilty  of  various  ex- 
cefTes ;  a  great  deal  of  pillage  and  robbery  had  taken 
place  at  the  'Tiiileries  and  elfewhere;  confiderable  fums 
had  been  given  to  the  commune  for  the  purchafe  of 
corn ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  minifter  of  the  home 
department  to  demand  their  accounts,  and  to  tranfm.it 
them  to  the  legifladve  body.  Roland  then  prefled  the 
cgmmune  to  give  in  their  accounts  but  the  commune 
being  litde  difpofed,  and  ftill  lefs  able,  to  comply,  the 
minifter,  v/ith  a  view  to  juftice,  and  to  avoid  lharing  in 
the  blame,  made  his  report  to  the  alfembly  accordingly. 
If  the  affcmbly  had  pofleded  fufficient  energy,  it  would 
not  have  waited  for  fuch  an  opportunity,  or  at  leaft  would 

have 
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have  laid  hold  of  it,  to  conftitute  a  new  commune,  a 
political   operation   equally  juft  and  neceflary.  But 
Danton,  who  made  ufe  of  the  commune^  -  r-^.  minifter: 
he  had  partifans  in  the  afTembly;  and  contri.ed  to  keep 
his  tool.    Roland  remained  then  in  a  difficult  fituation ; 
^  liable  to  accufation  if  he  did  not  demand  thefe  accounts, 
and  fure  to  be  hated  if  he  did.   His  'ipright  charadter  did 
not  permit  him  to  hcfitate ;  his  aufterity  perhaps  gave 
flill  greater  folemnity  to  the  demands  and  when  he  was 
required  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  Paris  to  the  afTembly, 
he  gave  no  quarter  to  the  errors,  the  follies,  and  the 
faults  of  the  commune.    They  were  in  great  number ; 
and  the  commune  confequently  became  his  enemy. 
Thus  did  he  acquire  the  hatred  of  that  adive  body,  who 
among  the  populace  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
patriots  of  the  icth  of  Auguft,  and  the  exterminators  of 
tyranny.    Add  to  the  commune  all  thofe  excited  by 
the  plunderer,  Danton,  againft  a  colleague  whofe  auf- 
terity was  a  conftraint  upon  him,  and  who  had  befides 
denounced  the  September  maflacres,  another  exploit  of 
a  part  of  the  commune,  Santerre,  &c.    Add  alfo  thofe 
whom  the  jealous  Robefpierre  fet  againd  Briflbt's  con- 
nexions, and  you  will  have  altogether  a  very  confide rable 
number,  either  of  guilty  men  who  felt  the  neceflity  of 
getting  rid  of  their  watchful  denunciator,  or  of  extravagant 
patriots  prepofleflfed  in  favour  of  the  heroes  of  the  loth 
of  Augufl,  without  feeing  to  the  bottom  of  the  bufinefs, 
or  of  people  interefted  in  fupporting  them,  or  of  the 
ignorant  whom  they  impofed  upon,  with  a  few  envious 
popular  leaders,  v/ell  ficilled  in  contriving  the  overthrow 
of  a  man  in  pofTefTion  of  the  public  efleem.    Such  was 
the  origin  of  a  party,  which  was  increafed  by  all  the 

new- 
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new  comers  to  the  convention,  too  little  acquainted  with 
Paris,  and  public  affairs,  to  form  a  right  judgment  of 
things,  and  by  all  thofe  whofe  vanity  was  hurt  by  the 
fuperiority  of  the  diftinguifhed  members,  with  whom  Ro- 
land naturally  became  intimate,  becaufe  men  of  equal  ca- 
pacity are  ever  fond  of  one  another's  company.  Had 
1  more  time,  I  could  follow  this  party  through  all  its  ra- 
mifications, and  indicate  all  its  enterprifes ;  but  this  is 
enough  to  put  others  in  the  way  of  coming  at  the  truth. 

It  now  appears  clearly,  that  the  party  at  prefent  pre- 
dominant, of  which  Amar  is  the  organ,  beflows  the  ap- 
pellation of  HM  upon  thofe  writings  in  which  Roland 
exhibited  the  (late  of  Paris,  called  for  the  accounts  of 
the  commune,  held  up  the  maiTacres  of  September  to 
public  indignation,  and  recommended  the  eftablilhment 
of  order  by  way  of  reconciling  all  hearts  to  the  revo- 
lution J  which  is  fomewhat  more  difficult  than  killing 
people,  according  to  the  pradice  of  thefe  gentlemen. 
They  do  not  point  out  thefe  pretended  libels,  for  that 
would  be  burning  their  fingers  ;  but  they  fpeak  of  libels 
in  general,  and  the  public  believing  there  muft  needs 
be  fome  foundation  for  a  charge  fo  boldly  brought  for- 
ward, applaud  the  declamation,  and  think  themfelves 
avenged  when  their  own  champions  are  put  to  death. 

The  underftanding  kept  up  with  the  Prufiians  is  a 
piece  of  extravagance  which  one  knows  not  how  to  cha- 
radlerize,  and  Brunfwick  mufl:  furely  laugh  at  feeing 
people  accufed  of  being  his  friends  who  attacked  him 
with  fo  much  vigour.  It  will  fuffice  to  read  the  letter 
in  which  it  is  pretended  that  Roland  confelTes  the  exig- 
ence of  a  plan  for  quirting  Paris,  to  form  a  judgment 
of  the  matter,  efpecially  as  to  the  intention  of  opening 
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a  pafiage  for  Brunfwick.  I  know,  that  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  the  PrufTians  approaching  very  near  Paris, 
the  quedion,  what  would  be  proper  to  do,  or  whe- 
ther it  would  be  expedient  to  fend  away  from  that 
town  the  national  reprefentation,  in  which  the  whole 
efnpire  was  interefted,  was  once  debated  but  the  dif- 
cufTiori  was  flight,  and  hypothedcal,  more  fo  indeed  than 
it  ought  to  have  been  ;  nor  did  any  one  of  the  miniflers 
threaten  his  colleagues.  It  was  Danton,  who,  after  the 
event,  thought  of  bringing  forward  the  denunciation,  by 
way  of  making  a  merit  of  it  to  himfelf,  and  of  injuring 
Roland.  I  recolkdl  thofe  matters  perfectly,  having  heard 
my  hufband  mention  them  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
council,  which  v/as  then  held  at  his  hotel.  As  to  the 
great  movement  of  the  people  of  Paris,  it  is  well  known 
that  it  ferved  as  a  veil  for  the  maflacres  of  the  month  of 
September,  and  that  it  was  Kellerman's  aftion  on  the 
aoth  of  that  month  that  faved  the  republic. 

It  is  not  lefs  ridiculous  to  hear  the  government  of  that 
time  acojfed  of  ftarving  the  people.  Never  during  Ro- 
land's adminift ration  were  provifions  fo  fcarce,  and  diffi- 
cult to  procure,  as  they  are  become  fince :  his  anxiety 
on  that  head  was  extreme,  and  any  one  may  recur  to 
what  he  fays  of  the  bad  adminiftration  peculiar  in  that 
jefpedl  to  the  commune  of  Paris. 

It  is  an  infamous  and  abfurd  calumny  to  afTert  that 
Roland  employed  the  fums  given  him  to  purchafe  pro- 
vifions, in  the  pay  of  hireling  writers.  In  the  firft  place, 
thofe  fums  never  pafled  through  his  hands,  nor  could  he 
difpofe  of  them  otherwife  than  by  orders  upon  the  trea- 
fury  indicating  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  wanted. 
Secondly,  he  gave  an  account  of  thofe  monies    he  did 

fo 
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fo  every  month,  and  repeated  it  on  his  going  out  of 
office,  the  whole  accoii.^anied  by  lliflicient  vouchers. 
Of  thefe  accounts  he  never  ceafed  to  call  for  a  report ; 
and  they  were  accordingly  examined ;  but  as  no  fault 
Could  be  found  with  them,  the  Mountain  would  never 
fufFer  a  report  to  be  made.  Thofe  who  doubt  it  need 
only  afk  Dupn,  a  deputy  and  one  of  the  commiflloners 
charged  with  their  examination ;  they  need  only  aflc 
Saint- Juhiriy  a  commilTioner  of  accounts,  by  whom  the 
commiflloners  of  the  Convention  v/ere  afllfted  in  their 
labours,  which  lafted  two  months,  and  in  which  they 
proceeded  with  great  rigour  and  a  defire  of  finding  fault, 
but  without  fuccefs.  In  the  third  place,  no  more  than 
one  hundred  thoufand  livres  (;^4i67)  were  given  to  Ro- 
land to  pay  for  compofitions  and  printing,  out  of  which 
in  fix  months  he  only  fpent  thirty-four  thoufand  41 7), 
of  which  he  likewife  gave  an  account :  the  reft  remained 
in  the  public  treafury,  as  appears  by  the  ftatement  of 
what  had  been  dilburfed. 

It  requires  a  degree  of  malignity  fcarcely  credible  to  ad- 
vance fuch  fcandalous  falfehood  !  Roland  never  eftablifhed 
any  new  offices  in  his  department ;  he  only  affigned  to 
parucular  clerks  the  care  of  forwarding  the  papers  he 
was  charged  to  fend  off ;  nor  did  he  ever  give  to  any 
thing  the  name  of  formaticn  of  public  fpirit :  his  enemies 
began  by  inventing  the  chimera,  and  afcerwards  bap- 
tized it  as  they  thought  proper.  As  to  ir.e,  I  never  in- 
terfered, much  lefs  did  I  dired  any  thing :  I  defy  the 
proof  of  it.  Roland  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  colleagues 
in  the  department  of  finances ;  nor  did  his  colleagues 
ever  interfere  in  forwarding  papers.  It  is  impoffible 
to  mention  a  fingle  paper  difpatched  by  Roland  himfelf. 
Part  II.  H  which 
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U'hich  did  not  tend  to  attach  the  people  to  the  lothof 
Auguft,  inftead  of  inducing  them  to  caft  an  odium  on 
the  events  of  that  day.  Roland  had  no  command  over 
the  adminift ration  of  the  poft-ofEce  to  get  any  thing  in- 
tercepted y  nor,  if  he  had,  would  the  adminiftrators  ever 
have  been  able,  without  courting  their  own  ruin,  to 
engage  in  fo  odious  a  manoeuvre.  If  they  had  only  at- 
tempted it,  how  feverely  would  they  have  been  punifli- 
ed  'y  they,  who*'  have  been  fo  much  perfecuted,  and 
whofe  places  have  been  taken  from  them,  though  their 
perfons  have  not  been  touched  ? 

It  is  falfe  that  Roland  ever  fupprefled  any  thing  which 
he  was  direfted  to  forward :  I  have  feen  him  fend  off 
the  fpeeches  of  Marat,  It  is  equally  falfe  that  any  thing 
was  or  could  be  mutilated,  as  I  have  faid  before :  I 
have  fliewn  that  it  was  no  lefs  impoffible  than  impro- 
bable, that  the  denunciation  would  not  have  been  delayed 
till  this  time,  if  only  a  fingle  inftance  cf  the  kind  had  oc- 
curred ;  and  that  even  now,  when  they  have  the  impu- 
dence to  advance  it,  they  neither  can  nor  dare  cite  a  faft. 
But  what  an  excellent  precauuon  was  that  of  accufing 
Roland  and  the  Monitcur  of  making  the  mountaineers 
appear  like  madmen  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  republic,  by 
the  mifplacing  of  a  word  !  Not  being  able  to  annihilate 
hiftory,  they  wifli  to  bring  its  materials  into  difcre- 
dit !  O  my  God  1  if  nothing  were  to  remain  but 
their  calumnies  and  their  condud,  the  atrocity  of  their 
falfehoods  would  neverthelefs  appear.  For  a  few  years 
truth  may  be  reduced  to  filence  \  but  it  cannot  be  ex- 
tinguifhed :  the  very  efrorts  made  to  annihilate  ic 
operate  a  contrary  way,  and  ferve  to  give  evidence  of  its 
cxiftence. 

The 
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The  dlfcovery  of  the  iron  door  Is  alfo  brought  for- 
ward againft  Roland  as  a  crime ;  and  nothing  is  more 
eafy  by  way  of  accounting  for  the  want  of  proof  againft 
the  pretended  Briflbtine  fa6lion,  than  to  fuppofc  that  he 
fupprefTed  a  part  of  its  contents.    But  Roland  had  wit- 
nefles,  and  Roland  did  not  contradi6t  himfelf.    A  lock- 
fmith  of  the  name  of  Gaming  living  at  Verfailles,  gave  in- 
formation of  his  having  been  employed  by  Louis  XVI.  to 
make  a  little  hiding-place  in  his  apartment  at  the  Tui- 
leries ;  but  did  not  know  what  it  might  contain.  Ro- 
land was  charged  with  the  inlpedlion  of  the  Tuileries  ; 
the  palace  and  every  thing  belonging  to  it  v/ere  intrufted 
to  his  care.    Taking  with  him  Gamiriy  and  Heurtier  a 
refpeflable  archite6t,  he  repaired  to  the  king's  apart- 
ment, where,  in  a  paffage  between  two  doors,  Garni  a 
lifted  up  a  pannel  of  wainfcot,  and  difcovered  a  little 
iron  door,  which  Roland  ordered  him  to  open.    It  ferved 
to  clofe  a  hole  in  the  w^all  in  which  feveral  packets  of 
papers  were  found.    Roland  called  a  fervant,  ordered 
a  napkin  to  be  brought,  took  out  the  packets,  without 
untying  them,  caft  his  eyes  upon  the  indorfements, 
which  announced  a  correfpondence  with  the  generals  and 
feveral  other  perfons,  put  them  in  the  napkin  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Heurtier  and  Gamin,  gave  the  parcel  to  his 
fervant,  and  repaired  to  the  convention,  where  he  de- 
pofited  them  in  a  formal  manner.    As  he  was  pafling 
through  the  apartments  he  met  a  member,  who  afked 
him  what  he  had  there.  — Things  of  confequence,'  an- 
fwered  he,  ^  which  I  am  going  to  carry  to  the  conven- 
tion.'— It  remains  to  be  faid,  that  when  the  miniRer  of 
the   iiiterior   was  made   refponfible   for  the  palace, 
and  every  thing  it  contained,  the  convention  appointed 
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R  committee  of  ibme  of  its  members  to  examine  all  tlitf 
papers  printed  or  in  manufcript,  which  were  there  aC 
the  time  of  the  aflault,  and  which  had  been  collc6led  to- 
gether. The  members  of  the  committee  were  angry 
that  the  minifter  had  not  fent  for  them  to  be  prefent  at 
the  difcovery.  But  Roland  thought  nothing  could 
be  more  natural,  upon  Gamin's  information,  than  to 
repair  to  the  place;  and,  upon  finding  the  papers,  to  fub- 
mit  them  to  the  infpe6lion  of  the  convention.  He  con- 
duced himfelf  like  a  man  whofe  confcious  re6litude 
renders  him  incapable  of  diilruft ;  though  certainly  very 
unlike  an  artful  man  of  the  world,  who  forefees  all  pof- 
fible  events,  and  takes  care  not  to  hurt  the  vanity  of 
others.  Roland  was  guilty  of  no  real  fault  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  but  he  difcovered  great  want  of  prudence  and  cau- 
tion. Add  to  this,  that  among  the  members  of  the  com- 
mifTion  at  the  palace  was  one  Calony  a  perfon  whom 
Roland  defpifed,  and  with  whom  he  fometimies  had 
difputes,  becaufe  the  commiffioners  wiflied  to  exceed 
their  powers,  and  to  turn  every  thing  topzy-turvy  at  the 
palace  when  they  pleafed,  while  Roland,  naturally  rigid, 
and  deriving  a  right  to  refill  from  his  refponfibility,  fre- 
quendy  oppofed  their  proceedings.  To  give  a  good 
idea  of  this  Calon,  it  will  fuffice  to  fay,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  public  notoriety,  that  he  had  fet  up  a  coffee- 
houfe  and  tavern  clofe  to  the  affembly,  in  partnerfnip 
with  a  woman  whom  he  kept. 

It  is  now  eafy  to  fee  the  origin  of  all  the  outcry  about 
the  iron  cabinet,  and  to  conceive  how  eagerly  Roland's 
different  enemies  availed  themfelves  of  appearances  to 
throw  fufpicion  on  his  condufl,  and  how  many  litdc 
paffions  concurred  in  raifing  doubts  concerning  that  cir- 
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cumflance.  Of  what  value  is  it  fince  become  to  thofe, 
who,  wifliing  to  accufe  Roland's  friends  in  the  convention 
of  a  confpiracy,  find  it  fo  convenient  to  make  the  world 
believe  that  the  cabinet  contained  papers  which  the  mi- 
nifter  concealed  !  But  recoiled  dates,  calculate  fadls, 
and  by  attending  particularly  to  the  one  in  queflion,  you 
will  fee,  if  Roland  had  meant  to  convey  any  thing 
away,  he  would  fir  11  have  repaired  in  fecret  to  the 
place,  after  which  he  would  have  called  witnefTes,  and 
obferved  every  necefTary  form  in  the  difcovery.  His 
rapid  and  incautious  way  of  proceeding,  by  expofing  him 
to  blame,  muft  prove  his  innocence  to  every  reflecling 
mind.  Heurticr  exifts ;  he  is  a  man  advanced  in  years, 
and  generally  efteemed  ;  and  Gamin  exifts  alfo ;  they 
took  minutes  of  all  that  pafifed,  which  will  not  be  loft 
to  hidory  any  more  than  thefe  details.  I  fhall  make  no 
remark  on  the  charge  in  which  Roland  is  aecufed  of 
favouring  the  partifans  of  ariftocracy,  and  of  receiving 
the  emigrants  with  open  arms.  Roland  in  his  admi- 
niftration  was  juft,  impartial,  and  levere :  he  received 
nothing  but  the  law  with  open  arms :  it  was  the  ob- 
je6t  of  all  his  attention,  and  the  guide  of  all  his  de- 
cifions.  It  mufl  no  doubt  appear  as  ftrange  to  arifto- 
cracy  to  be  put  under  the  protedlion  of  fuch  a  patron, 
as  it  muft  to  Brunfwick  to  hear  himfelf  ftyled  Roland's 
friend :  but  thefe  are  follies  which  will  not  long  prevail. 
True  it  is  that  the  republic  once  eftabliftied,  Roland 
wilhed  to  attach  its  very  enemies  to  it  by  an  equitable 
form  of  government :  he  wifhed  for  good  laws  inftead 
of  blood.  Thofe  principles  infpired  with  a  kind  of 
confidence  the  perfons  who,  without  being  fanatics 
in  the  caufe  of  royalty,  were  however  far  from  being 
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republicans.  They  felt  their  prejudices  give  way,  and 
acknowledged  that  the  minifter  of  the  Interior,  although 
a  patriot,  appeared  to  be  an  honeft  man.  The  jealous 
noted  down  thefe  confeffions,  that  they  might  reprefent 
Roland  as  a  partifan  of  ariftocracy ;  a  title  by  which  they 
have  fince  diftinguifhed  every  friend  of  reafon  and  hu- 
manity. 

I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  how  Roland,  who,  under 
the  old  government,  had  flood  in  the  way>  of  his  own 
promotion  by  fupporting  the  liberty  of  commerce,  on 
which  fubjedl  his  opinions  were  confidered  as  crimes; 
who  had  profefTed  his  principles  in  works  publifhed 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  before ;  who,  faithful  to  thofe 
principles  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  had  taken  fuch 
a  decided  part  in  its  favour  as  to  attrad  the  enmity 
of  all  the  ariftocracy  of  Lyons ;  who,  elevated  to  the 
miniftry,  had  there  conduced  himfclf  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs  and  energy ;  who  had  dared  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  king,  which  the  partifans  of  the  throne  have  not 
ytt  forgiven  him  ;  who,  recalled  to  the  adminiftration 
of  public  affairs  by  the  infurredion  of  the  icth  of  Auguft, 
was  intereded  in  defending  it  both  by  his  intereft  and 
his  glory ;  how,  I  fay,  could  Roland  feek  to  decry  it ; 
to  favour  the  royalifts  who  hated  him,  or  would  have 
looked  upon  him  with  eyes  of  diftrufl:  and  to  reftore 
ariftocracy,  of  which  he  had  drawn  upon  himfelf  the 
hatred,  and  which  at  this  very  moment  is  rejoicing  at 
the  perfecution  he  undergoes  ?  What  could  he  have  in 
view  ?  He  had  reached  the  higheft  elevation  then  at- 
tainable, and  enjoyed  great  confideration  :  both  ambition 
and  felf-interell  could  feek  for  nothing  more  than  to  re- 
main in  place  5  and  if  he  had  liftened  to  them  he  would 
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have  foothed  men's  pafTions,  flattered  the  diffcTent  par- 
ties, and  have  been  upon  his  guard  againft  giving  of- 
fence. The  care  of  not  making  enemies  is  the  ftrongcft 
charaderiltic  of  the  ambitious  man,  already  arrived  at 
eminence  in  a  republic ;  while  Roland,  on  the  contrary, 
rigoroufly  denounced  the  abufes  he  could  not  reprefs, 
never  flattered  any  man,  nor  ever  gave  way  to  the  vio- 
lence or  to  the  prejudices  of  the  times.  This  is  the  con- 
dudl  of  a  fmcere  and  courageous  man,  and  not  that 
of  a  hypocrite. — Let  us  now  return  to  the  members 
of  the  Convention,  to  whom  the  fame  rcafoning  will 
apply. 

The  eledoral  body  of  Paris  was  evidendy  at  the  com- 
mand of  Robefpierre  and  Danton  :  its  nominations  were 
entirely  their  work.  It  is  notorious  that  Robefpierre 
made  an  harangue  againft  Prieftley,  and  in  favour  of 
Marat :  it  is  notorious  that  he  brought  forward  his  bro- 
ther: it  is  equally  known  that  Danton,  laying  afide 
his  minifterial  fundlions,  repaired  to  the  huftings  to  ex- 
ercifc  his  fway ;  nor  is  it  forgotten,  that  thefe  leaders 
of  the  ele6lors  were  the  means  of  getdng  d'Orleans  re- 
turned. (Here  I  afk,  by  the  way.  Why  he  was  not 
waited  for  at  the  trial  of  the  deputies  with  whom  he  was 
confounded  in  the  articles  of  impeachment,  and  to  whom 
he  was  afligned  as  an  accomplice?)  Among  the  Pa- 
rifian  delegates  to  the  Convention  were  feen  the  mem- 
bers of  the  famous  Committee  of  Vigilance  (furveillance J, 
that  directed  the  malTacres  of  September,  and  advifed  the 
departments  to  imitate  fo  good  an  example,  in  a  cir- 
cular letter,  which  is  well  known,  and  which  Danton 
forwarded  under  his  own  cover.  There  were  alfo  feea 
nien  accufed  of  robberies,  whom  the  council-general^ 
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Compofed  in  part  of  new  members,  has  fmce  thought  it; . 
indifpenfable  to  denounce,  although  fitting  in  the  Con- 
vention, where  they  flill  remain  on  the  fummit  of  the 
Mountain  (Sergent  and  Panis\  The  conjlituents,  re- 
pairing to  the  Convention,  and  acquainted  with  Paris, 
the  revolution,  and  all  the  men  of  any  note,  were  un- 
eafy  at  this  Parifian  deputation,  indignant  at  the  events 
of  the  2d  of  September,  difpofed  to  diftruft  the  for- 
mer, and  to  punifh  the  authors  of  the  latter.  That  dif- 
pofition  would  not  have  efcaped  the  perfons  interefted, 
even  if  the  conftituents  had  endeavoured  to  conceal  it, 
■which  they  did  not.  But  the  Convention  opened  be- 
fore it  was  complete,  and  the  Parifian  members  formed 
a  party,  which  was  reinforced  by  all  the  ignorant  and 
weak,  as  faft  as  they  arrived  :  it  had  colleded  a  confider- 
able  number  by  the  time  the  whole  Convention  had 
afiembled,  and  all  the  co7iftituents  were  arrived.  I  need 
not  fay,  that  I  give  this  appeliadon  to  the  members 
who  had  belonged  to  the  allem.bly  of  1789,  and  who, 
for  the  moft  part,  feated  themfelves  on  what  was  called 
the  right  fide  of  the  Convention, 

The  agitation  of  Paris,  the  conduct  of  the  commune, 
the  weaknefs  of  the  department  *,  the  high  tone  of  its 
deputies,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  galleries,  fuggefted  the 
idea  of  a  departmental  guard,  as  the  firft  ftep  to  infure  the 
liberty  of  the  national  reprefentation,  to  remind  the  Pa- 
rifians  that  they  were  not  its  mafters,  and  to  prevent  the 
departments  from  forgetdng  the  neceffity  of  maintaining 
an  equilibrium  for  the  common  advantage.    In  Busot's 

*  Department  means  here  the  dlre£lory  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
vvhich  made  feme  feeble  attempts  to  check  the  prefumption  of  the 
Commune.  Tranf, 
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report  on  the  fubjecl  may  be  feen  the  principal  reasons  in 
favour  of  the  propoikion.  It  was  a  gauntlet  thrown 
down  as  the  fignal  for  combat.  The  Parifian  members 
felt  they  were  in  danger  of  lofing  th'rir  afcendance, 
and  as  fome  of  the  number  were  criminals,  who  could 
only  be  faved  by  maintaining  it,  every  effort  was  made  to 
parry  fo  fatal  a  blow.  From  that  moment  it  became  a 
war  of  exterminanon,  and  as  fuch  they  carried  it  on  ; 
but  their  adverfaries  were  not  fufficiendy  aware  of  the 
danger;  they  were  not  ready  to  coalefce,  becaufc 
they  did  not  imagine  that  truth  ftood  in  need  of 
a  party  they  neglected  the  Jacobin  club,  becaufe  the 
Jacobins  gave  them,  a  bad  rccepdon ;  and  they  did  not 
intrigue,  becaufe  they  had  neither  money  nor  cun- 
ning for  the  purpofe.  About  forty  of  them  ufed  in- 
deed to  meet  and  converfe  at  Valaze's,  whence  there 
proceeded  much  courage  to  fupport  principles,  and  brave 
clamour,  and  much  devotion  to  the  public  good ;  but 
never  any  meafures,  unlefs  in  the  (hape  of  motions, 
which  were  imputed  to  them  as  crimes.  They  wifhed 
to  work  on  the  conftitution  in  the  beft  v/ay  they 
might  be  able,  fince  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  by  fur- 
ther fKirmifliing  to  get  pofTelTion  of  higher  ground.  The 
leaders  of  the  Parifian  deputation  were  defirous,  on  the 
contrary,  to  entangle  the  Convention  in  a  trial,  that  they 
might  keep  up  the  heat  of  the  public  mind ;  make  a 
merit  of  the  death  of  a  man  already  tumbled  from  the 
throne,  and  incapable  of  doing  mifchief ;  and  retard  a 
conftitution,  of  which  the  completion  would  have  reflored 
order,  and  fet  bounds  to  their  power.  But,  it  may  be 
laid,  thefe  are  the  men  who  have  made  one  Cmct  the 
vad  of  June — Yes,  and  thefe  are  the  men  who  prevented 
if  before^  as  the  journals  of  the  time  will  fliew    and  the 
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proof  that  they  care  no  more  about  it  at  prefent  is,  that 
after  having  got  it  accepted,  they  have  fufpended  its  exe- 
cution, by  declaring  that  France  remains  in  a  ftate  of 
revolution ;  fo  that  the  departments,  which  were  only 
induced  to  accept  it  by  lafTitude,  enjoy  no  greater  repofe 
than  before.  Never,  indeed,  did  they  {uffer  fo  much 
agitation  and  mifery  of  every  kind.  It  is  eafy  for  any 
man  who  has  attended  the  fittings  of  the  Convention, 
to  fay  whence  all  the  fcandalous  fcenes  proceeded. 
When  the  members  of  the  right  fide  reafoned,  they 
were  accufed:  if  they  attempted  to  defend  themfelves 
they  were  called  to  order,  loaded  with  abufe  by  the 
galleries,  and  even  fpit  upon:  if,  indignant  at  this  treat* 
ment,  they  appealed  to  their  conftituents,  they  were 
called  confpirators,  and  clubs  and  piftols  were  held  up 
in  their  faces ;  and  yet,  now  they  are  on  their  trial,  it 
is  faid  they  governed.  What  have  they  done  at  their 
own  pleafure  ? — Nothing  whatever :  they  could  not  then 
be  either  in  pofieffion  of  pov/er,  or  leading  men  in  the 
Convention.  Their  fpeeches  in  the  king's  affair  fuffi- 
ciently  prove  their  good  fenfe,  and  their  defire  of  eftab- 
lifliing  a  republic  by  wifdom  rather  than  blood.  I  fhall 
not  enter  into  an  examination  of  thofe  fpeeches:  it  is 
neceflary  to  read  them  to  form  a  judgment  of  their 
merit.  All  thefe  things  will  no  doubt  be  appreciated  by 
pofterity  without  partiality :  it  will  fee,  that  forgetting 
themfelves,  they  calculated  for  its  advantage  ;  it  will  ho- 
nour their  memory,  and  ftrew  flowers  upon  their  graves ; 
a  vain  and  tardy  homage,  which  cannot  reflore  life  to 
thofe  who  have  lofl:  it ;  but  of  which  the  hope  affords 
confolation  to  thofe  who  devote  themfelves  to  deftruc- 
tion  for  the  good  of  their  country. 
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The  murder  of  le  Pelletier  is  ftill  a  kind  of  myftery ; 
but  I  fhall  never  forget  two  fadls,  which  I  will  men- 
tion here:  the  firfl:  is,  that  all  the  members,  at  pre/enc 
profcribed,  were  affli6led  beyond  meafure  at  that  event. 
I  faw  Biizot  and  Louvet  flied  tears  of  rage,  perfuaded 
that  fome  bold  mountaineer  had  done  the  deed  with  a 
view  of  afcribing  it  to  the  members  of  the  right  fide, 
and  of  exciting  againft:  them  the  revolutionary  fanaticifm 
of  the  people.    The  fecond  is,  that  Gorfas,  expreffi ng 
this  opinion  in  tolerably  clear  terms,  added,  that  either 
the  afTiffiii  would  never  be  difcovered  at  all,  or  that  he 
would  be  lound  dead.    It  is  certain  that  a  Parifian  Moun- 
taineer, difpatched  with  another  perfon  in  purfuit  of  Paris, 
did  not  overtake  him  till  he  came  to  an  inn  in  Nor- 
mandy, where  they  faid  that  he  had  blown  out  his  brains. 
It  is  certain  alfo,  that  the  Mountain  made  a  kind  of 
faint  of  le  Pelletier,  who  certainly  litde  expecled  fuch 
an  honour.    A  man  of  a  weak  nund,  and  great  opulence, 
he  had  gone  over  to  them  through  fear,  like  Heraut- 
de-Sechelles,  and  other  ci-devant  nobles  of  the  fame  cha- 
ra6ter ;  and  was  only  of  ufe  to  them  by  the  manner  of 
his  death.    Its  effeft  was  fuch  as  the  right  fide  had  fore- 
feen ;  and  this  is  an  additional  reafon  for  being  fadsfied 
that  the  fugitives  arc  not  the  authors  of  that  of  Marat, 
even  if  it  were  not  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  courage  like 
Charlotte  Corday's  could  be  alTumed  at  any  man's  bid- 
ding.   Befides,  confidering  the  circumftances  of  the 
times,  and  their  intention  of  coming  to  Paris,  their  hav- 
ing any  fhare  in  the  immoladon  of  Marat  would  have 
been  a  moft  dangerous  ad  of  folly.    To  this  we  may 
add,  that  men,  abhorrent  of  blood,  endeavouring  to  re- 
prefs  murder,  pillage,  and  all  other  exceffes,  and  bold 
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enough  to  defy  their  adverfaries  to  their  faces,  are  not 
likely  to  have  recoiirfe  to  fuch  means ;  while  they  arc 
naairal  enough  to  Danton,  who  drew  up  the  lifts  of  the 
mafTacres  of  September  at  his  own  houfe,  and  dif- 
perfed  the  eulogium  of  them  under  his  own  covers,  as 
well  as  to  his  coadjutors,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Vigilance,  who  were  the  direftors  of  that  bloody  bu- 
finefs. 

It  is  necefTary  to  ftudy  the  fittings  of  the  Jacobins  in 
all  thefe  conjundlures,  to  fee  how  the  loth  of  March 
was  prepared,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  that  day's  con- 
fplracy,  which  firft  mifcarried,  and  was  afcerwards  re- 
fumed,  to  be  able  to  fee  a  juft  value  on  the  auda- 
cious charges  which  attribute  our  misfortunes  to  the 
wife  ftatefmen  about  to  be  facrificed. 

It  is  truly  curious  to  fee  how  A  mar,  the  reporter, 
confounds  dates,  fafts,  and  perfonages.  He  makes  the 
war  of  la  Vendee  the  work  of  the  right  fide^  of  the  pre- 
tended faction  in  which  he  includes  Roland. — Now  the 
troubles  in  la  Vendee  did  not  begin  till  two  months  af- 
ter he  had  gone  out  of  office  j  and  certainly  at  that 
period  the  BrilTotines  were  not  the  leaders  of  the  Con- 
vention :  it  cannot  then  be  their  fault  if  efficacious 
meafures  were  not  taken  to  appeafe  thofe  diflurbances. 
I  will  go  further :  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  with 
Roland's  adlivity,  and  his  vigilant  correfpondence,  the 
troubles  in  la  Vendee  would  never  have  had  time  to  get 
to  any  head :  it  was  Garat's  want  of  energy  that  en^ 
couraged  their  growth.  I  know  from  his  firft  clerk, 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war,  that  weak  mi  • 
nifter  was  ftrangely  tardy  in  his  proceedings.  Cham^ 
pagneux  pointed  out  to  hirn  the  rapid  means  proper 
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to  be  employed  ;  but  Garat,  always  uncertain  how  to 
a6l,  adopted  no  plan,  and  fuffered  a  fpark  to  kindle  a 
conflagration. 

Amar  pretends  that  the  fugitives,  after  their  profcrip- 
tion,  attempted  to  affemble  in  la  Vendee.  What  was 
there  then  to  prevent  them,  if  fo  inclined  ?  They  would 
now  be  in  fafety,  inftead  of  v;andcring  as  forlorn  adven- 
turers. They  are  every  moment  in  danger  of  lofirlg 
their  lives,  which  they  might  infure  by  going  over  to 
the  Englifh,  whofe  agents  they  are  faid  to  have  been.— ' 
What  is  it  then  that  hinders  them  ?  ' 

Abominable  calumniators,  to  be  compared  with 
the  madmen  who  condemned  Socrates,  with  the  jea- 
lous  wretches  who  ruined  Phocion,  with  the  intriguers 
who  banifhed  Ariilides,  and  with  the  villains  who  mur- 
dered Dion,  you  fay  to  the  people:  Here  is  liberty, 
and  you  violate  it  in  the  perfons  of  their  reprefentatives ; 
you  pretend  to  give  them  a  conllltution,  and  you  will 
not  permit  them  to  enjoy  it;  you  profcribe,  imprifon, 
or  bring  to  trial,  two  hundred  members  of  the  conven- 
tion s  and  you  fay  that  they  over-awed  you,  that  they 
were  a  fadlion  :  what  then  are  you  ?  You  who  defpife 
all  rights,  who  fet  yourfelves  above  all  authority,  who 
abufe  every  fpecles  of  power,  who  govern  by  the  fword, 
who  preach  up  nothing  but  terror,  and  who  have  im- 
pofed  upon  groaning  France  the  moil  execrable  tyran- 
ny ! — What  did  thefe  men,  whom  you  accufe  of  fo 
many  crimes,  without  proving  any,  get  in  the  ho- 
nourable ftruggle  they  fuftained  with  intrepidity  againft 
villany  and  blind  delufion,  in  the  midft  of  mortifications 
without  number,  and  of  dangers  which  they  v/ere  aware 
of,  which  they  predicted,  which  you  collcdled  over  their 

heads, 
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heads,  and  with  which  you  have  overwhelmed  them  ?— * 
They  made  a  trade  of  their  opinions  concerning  the  colonies,—^ 
The  rich  planters  hated  them :  they  did  not  pay  them 
theni  or,  if  they  did,  where  are  their  bills  ?  Were  not 
they  the  pcrfons  who  obtained  a  decree  to  oblige  every 
member  to  furnifh  an  account  of  his  fortune,  and  to  afllgn 
the  reafons  of  its  increafe  fince  the  revolution  ?  You  did 
not  enforce  its  execution,  and  you  have  fince  pretended 
not  to  remember  it,  by  lately  paffing  another  of  the  fame 
purport,  and  of  which  the  effed  will  be  the  fame.  You 
bring  Perrin  to  trial :  why  then  do  you  keep  Sergent 
among  you,  and  why  do  you  not  make  Danton  regorge 
his  ill-gotten  wealth  ?  The  day  perhaps  will  come ;  for 
it  is  natural  that  you  fhould  deftroy  one  another  at  laft, 
and  for  that  purpofe  make  ufe  of  your  own  hands.  But 
hov/  happens  it  that  the  wives  of  the  rich  members  you 
have  profcribed  are  fo  pinched  by  poverty  ? 

Guadet's  wife,  fuckling  a  child  born  in  thefe  difaftrous 
times,  guarded  fince  her  huiband's  departure  by  a  gen- 
darme^  who  makes  a  mockery  of  her  tears,  and  watched 
by  a  barbarous  porter,  the  prefident  of  the  fedion,  who 
will  not  fufFer  a  parcel  to  be  carried  out,  only  fubfifts 
upon  the  produce  of  a  few  effeds  j  watches,  filver  fpoons, 
and  linen,  which  fhe  difpofes  of  by  fl:ealth.  The  wife 
of  Genfonne,  dying  of  grief  and  of  difeafe,  depends  upon 
the  fecret  afliftance  of  a  few  friends  to  provide  for  the 
fupport  of  two  charming  children.  Brifibt's  wife,  con- 
fined at  firft  in  ready  furniflied  lodgings,  becaufe  her  door 
was  fealed  up,  was  afterwards  dragged  to  the  Force ; 
where  (he  would  be  ftill,  as  flie  has  been  for  five  days, 
upon  bread  and  water,  and  be  lying  upon  fl:raw,  if  a 
friendly  hand  had  not  afforded  her  fome  relief.    The  >! 


(  1"  ) 

wives  of  Petion  and  Roland,  fellow  pnfoners  at  Sainte 
Pelagic,  are  obliged  to  borrow,  to  pay  the  trifling  Turns 
to  which  they  limit  their  expenccs.  And  you,  Chahoty 
where  did  you  get  the  money,  that  yeu  call  the  for- 
tune of  your  bride  ?  And  you  ^  but  recrimina- 
tion, however  juft,  is  unworthy  of  the  caufe  of  thofe  ce- 
lebrated men,  who  are  now  kept  (landing,  by  tyranny,  at 
the  bar  of  a  fanguinary  tribunal,  the  compofition  of 
which  would  make  us  laugh,  if  it  did  not  tranfport  us  with 
horror.  And  thefe  men,  not  yet  under  fentence,  are 
crowded  into  a  fingle  room  of  the  prifon,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-nine,  with  one  bed  for  every  five  !  O 
France !  you  fuffer  this  treatment  to  be  inflifled  on,  I 
will  not  fay  your  children,  but  your  fathers  in  liberty, 
and  your  champions,  and  yet  you  talk  of  a  republic  ! 

I  have  not  courage  to  dwell  on  the  particu- 
lars of  thefe  abominable  charges,  after  the  public  read- 
ing of  which  an  advocate  for  the  prifoners  was  heard 
to  obferve,  that  not  one  of  the  written  documents  on 
which  they  were  founded  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
as  the  law  diredls.  On  his  requeft  that  the  tribunal 
would  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  the  prefident 
whifpered  for  a  moment  to  fomebody  on  his  right,  and 
then  anfwercd  in  a  faltering  voice,  that  the  immenfe 
number  of  thefe  papers  rendered  their  communication 
difficult  5  that  befides  a  great  many  of  them  were  fealed 
up  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed ;  that  they  fiiould  be 
fent  for,  but  that  the  trial  in  the  mean  time  mud  go  on. 
— Thus  did  they  draw  up  the'  charges  upon  the  flrength 
of  papers  that  had  never  been  feen,  and  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed  j  and  thus  do 
they  proceed  to  judgment  without  communicating  thofe 
7  'they 
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they  pretend  to  have  in  their  poflefllon,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  their  being  too  numerous  —and  this  is  not  an  im- 
pofture ! — Good  heavens  !  —Never  could  I  have  believed 
thefe  things  if  I  had  not  been  prefent.  Called  upon  to 
attend  at  the  trial  as  a  witnefs,  I  was  one  of  the  audi- 
tory at  the  opening  of  the  bufmefs :  I  imagined  it 
was  their  intention  to  take  advantage  of  the  truth  I  mighcr 
have  the  courage  to  tell,  to  effed:  my  ruin. — After  the 
reading  of  the  charges  I  v/ithdrew,  and  waited  for  my 
turn  to  be  called :  it  did  not  come  and  I  was  carried 
back  to  my  prifon  :  this  is  the  third  day,  and  nobody 
has  been  fent  for  nic.  I  paffed  the  hours  of  expedation 
on  the  firft  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  where 
I  fpoke  with  energy  and  freedom  to  all  who  hap- 
pened to  be  there.  Have  they  confidered  this  ener- 
gy and  freedom  might  have  an  effeft  upon  the  audience ; 
that  it  is  better  to  avoid  it ;  to  difpatch  the  deputies 
firft;  and  then  to  fend  for  me  on  my  own  account, 
without  making  me  an  interefling  accelTory  at  the  trial  ' 
of  others  ? — I  am  afraid  fo. — I  am  defirous  of  deferving  ! 
death,  by  bearing  witnefs  in  their  favour  while  they  are  | 
alive,  and  I  dread  lofing  the  opportunity.  I  am  upon 
thorns ;  I  wait  for  the  mefTenger  as^  a  foul  in  pain 
waits  for  its  deliverer ;  and  have  only  written  the  above 
obfervations  to  beguile  my  impatience, 

O^ober  2^, 
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MY  LAST  THOUGHTS. 

To  hcy  or  not  to  he,  that  h  the  q?icflion. 
It  will  foon  be  refolved  in  regard  to  me. 

Is  life  a  property  which  belongs  to  us  ?  I  think  it 
IS;  but  that  property  is  given  us  upon  conditions  in 
regard  to  which  alone  we  are  liable  to  error. 

We  are  born  to  feck  happinefs  for  ourfelves  'and  to 
contribute  to  that  of  others :  the  fecial  flate  extends  this 
deftination,  as  well  as  all  our  other  faculties,  without 
creating  any  thing  new. 

As  long  as  we  have  a  field  before  us  in  which  we  caa 
pra6life  virtue,  and  give  a  great  example,  it  becomes 
us  not  to  quit  it  i  for  courage  confifts  in  continuing  our 
career  in  fpite  of  misfortune.    But  if  malevolence  mark 
out  the  limits  of  that  career,  we  are  free  to  (lop  fhort  of 
them,  efpecially  when  the  fortitude  with  which  we  might 
undergo  the  laft  efforts  of  its  rao;e  can  be  conducive  to 
no  advantage.   When  I  was  put  in  confinement,  I  flatter- 
ed myfelf  that  I  fhould  contribute  to  my  hufband's  glory, 
and  help  to  enlighten  the  public,  if  brought  to  trial.  Eiii: 
it  was  then  1  fliould  have  been  tried,  and  our  perfecutors 
were  too  dexterous  to  take  fo  bad  a  time.    They  were 
circumfpe6t  as  long  as  they  had  any  thing  to  fear  from 
thofe,  who,  having  fled  from  their  violence,  infpired  the 
departments  with  zeal  in  their  defence.    But  now  that 
terror  holds  its  iron  fceptre  over  a  fubjugated  world,  in- 
Iblent  guilt  no  longer  delays  its  triumph  ;  it  deludes,  it 
oppreflTes,  and  the  gaping  multitj.ide  wonders  at  its  power. 
An  immenfe  city,  fed  upon  blood  and  falfehood,  furioufly 
Part  II.  I  applauds 


(    "4  ) 

applauds  abominable  profcriptions,  on  which  It  ftupidly 
imagines  its  falvation  to  depend. 

Two  months  ago,  I  afpired  to  the  honour  of  afcending 
the  fcafFold  i  the  vi6lim  was  then  allowed  to  fpeak,  and 
the  energy  of  a  courageous  mind  might  have  been  fer- 
viceable  to  the  caufe  of  truth.  Now  all  is  loft  ! — This 
generation,  rendered  ferocious  by  infamous  preachers  of 
carnage,  looks  upon  the  friends  of  mankind  as  confpl- 
rators,  and  confiders  as  its  champions  thofe  abjeft  wretches, 
who  cover  their  vile  pafllons  and  their  cowardice  with 
the  mafk  of  frantic  enthufiafm.  To  live  in  the  midft 
of  it,  is  bafely  to  fubmit  to  its  horrible  government, 
and  to  give  room  for  the  commifTion  of  new  atrocities. 

I  know  that  the  reign  of  the  wicked  cannot  be  of 
long  duration :  they  generally  furvive  their  power,  and 
almoft  always  undergo  the  puniihment  they  deferve. 

Unknown  and  overlooked,  I  might  in  folitude  and 
filcnce  have  withdrawn  myfelf  from  the  horrors  which 
rend  the  bofom  of  my  country,  and  have  waited  in  the 
pra6lice  of  domeftic  virtues,  for  the  period  of  its  rnisfor- 
tunes.  But  a  prifoner,  and  marked  out  as  a  vi6lim, 
I  fhall  only,  by  prolonging  my  exiftence,  afford  a  new 
gratification  to  tyranny. 

Let  us  deceive  it  then,  fince  it  is  not  to  be  over- 
thrown. 

Forgive  mc,  refpe61able  man,  for  dlfpofing  of  a  life 
which  I  had  devoted  to  you :  your  misfortunes  would 
have  attached  me  to  it,  if  I  had  been  permitted  to  alle- 
viate them.  But  I  am  robbed  for  ever  of  the  power 
of  doing  fo,  and  you  lofe  nothing  but  a  fhadow,  an  ufc- 
lefs  obi^6l  of  affli6lion  and  inquietude. 

Forgive  me,  my  dear  child,  young  and  tender  girl, 

whofc 
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xvliofe  fvveet  image  is  imprelTed  on  my  maternal  heart, 
and  daggers  my  refolution.  Oh  !  certainly,  I  would  not 
have  deprived  you  of  your  guide,  if  it  had  been  poflible 
that  they  would  have  let  her  remain  with  you :  the  cruel 
wretches  !  have  they  any  pity  upon  innocence  ! — But  do 
what  they  will,  they  cannot  rob  you  of  my  example ; 
and  I  feel,  and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  upon  the  very  brink 
of  the  grave,  that  it  is  a  rich  inheritance; 

All  you,  whom  heaven  in  its  bounty  gave  me  for 
friends,  diredl  your  attentions  towards  my  orphan.  A 
young  plant  violently  torn  from  her  native  foil,  fhe  would 
have  withered  perhaps,  or  have  been  bruifed  by  the  hand 
of  the  fpoiler ;  but  you  placed  her  in  a  kindly  fhelter, 
and  beneath  a  reviving  fliade :  there  may  flie  flourifh, 
and  may  her  beauty  and  her  virtues  repay  your  care ! 
—Do  not  grieve  at  a  refolution  which  puts  an  end  to 
fny  fufferings :  I  can  bear  adverfity  :  you  know  me,  and 
you  will  not  believe  that  weaknefs  or  fear  have  prompted 
my  decifion.  If  any  one  could  afTure  me  that  before 
the  tribunal  at  which  fo  many  jufl:  men  are  arraigned,  I 
Ihould  be  allowed  to  point  out  our  opprefibrs,  I  would 
appear  there  with  plcafure ;  but  experience  has  too  well 
fhewn  that  the  vain  formality  of  judgment  is  only  an  in- 
flilting  parade  in  which  they  take  care  to  refufe  the  vic- 
tim the  privilege  of  fpeech  *•  Shall  I  then  wait  till  ic 
pleafe  my  executioners  to  indicate  the  hour  of  my  death, 
and  to  enhance  their  triumph  by  the  infolent  clamours 
to  which  1  fhall  be  expofed.  Moft  certainly  I  fhould 
be  able  to  brave  them,  if  my  fortitude  could  in{lru(5l 

*  Look  at  Gorfas ;  he  is  condemned  ;  he  is  aSout  to  die  ;  he  is  in 
their  hands ;  they  forbade  him  to  fpeak  :  fuch  is  the  fate  of  the 
courageous  apoflles  of  liberty  ! 

I  1  the 
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the  ftupkl  populace ;  but  they  are  no  longer  capable  of 
feeling  any  thing,  except  the  favage  delight  of  feeing  the 
blood  of  others  fpilt,  while  they  run  no  rilk  of  Ihedding 
their  own. 

The  time  foretold  is  come,  when  their  cries  for  bread 
are  appeafed  with  dead  bodies :  their  degraded  nature  is 
regaled  by  the  fpedacle,  and  the  gratification  of  this 
brutal  appetite  will  render  the  fcarcity  of  bread  fupport* 
able,  until  it  fhall  exceed  the  fufferance  of  nature. 

Perhaps,  fome  one  may  fay,  thefe  dominators  of  the 
prefent  day,  who  facrifice  every  thing  to  their  fears,  may 
not  extend  their  fury  fo  far  as  you. — Why,  do  you  not 
fee  that  they  have  purpofely  provided  the  means  of  do- 
ing fo  by  comprifing  me  in  the  abfurd  indidlment  againll 
the  republicans  whom  diey  detefl:  ? 

Shall  I  then  hold  my  exiftence  fubjecEl  to  their  pleafure, 
until  the  fancy  fhall  take  them,  of  firft  bringing  me  for- 
ward in  my  turn  upon  the  ftage,  and  then  commanding 
the  exit  of  fo  formidable  a  vvitnefs  of  their  villainy  ? — 
Yes,  formidable,  for  long  ago  my  eyes  read  the  fecret 
of  their  hearts  5  my  foul  abhorred  them ;  and  my  courage 
fet  them  at  defiance  :  they'know  it:  they  muft  then  be 
determined  on  my  ruin. 

But  the  chances  of  a  new  revolution  ;  the  approach  of 
the  foreign  armies ! — What  fignlfies  it  to  my  fafety  ?  — 
I  fhould  like  as  litde  to  owe  it  to  the  Auftrians,  as  to 
receive  death  from  the  French  at  prefent  in  power. 
They  are  alike  the  enemies  of  my  country,  and  I  defire 
nothing  from  any  of  them  but  their  honourable  hatred. 

Oh !  If  thofe  pufillanimous  beings,  thofe  men  un- 
worthy of  the  name,  whofe  weaknefs  afTumed  the  dif- 
guife  of  prudence,  and  ruined  the  eflimable  twenty-twoy 

if 
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if  they  had  polTefled  my  courage,  they  would  have  re- 
deemed the  firft  faults  of  their  conduct  j  they  would 
have  provoked  on  the  fecond  of  June,  by  a  formal  op- 
poficlon,  the  imprifonment  to  which  they  have  juft  been 
configned.  Their  refiftance  would  then  have  enlight- 
ened the  uncertain  and  timid  departments ;  it  would  have 
faved  the  republic  ;  and  if  they  had  been  doomed  to  pe- 
rifh,  it  would  have  been  with  as  much  glory  to  themfelves, 
as  utility  to  their  country. 

The  cowards,  they  entered  into  a  compromife  with 
guilt ! — It  was  decreed  that  diey  fhould  fall  in  their  turn ; 
but  they  fall  inglorioufly,  unpitied  by  any,  and  with 
nothing  to  hope  for  from  poflerity,  but  its  perfec^l  con- 
tempt. Why,  in  this  laft  conjundure,  rather  than  obey 
their  tyrants,  defcend  to  their  bar,  walk  out  of  the  aflem- 
bly  like  a  timid  flock  marked  for  flaughter  by  the  but- 
cher, and  fubmit  to  be  taken  into  cuftody — why  did  they 
not  do  themfelves  juftice  by  falling  upon  the  monfters, 
and  expunging  diem  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 

Divinity,  fupreme  being,  foul  of  the  univerle,  prin- 
ciple of  every  thing  great,  good,  and  happy,  thou  in 
whofe  exiftence  I  believe,  becaufe  1  muft  needs  emanate 
from  fomething  better  than  what  I  fee  around  me,  I 
am  about  to  be  reunited  to  thine  effence  ! — I  invoke  the 
kindnefs  of  all  thofe  to  whom  I  was  dear  in  favour  of  that 
good  fervant,  whofe  uncommon  fidelity  made  her  a  pat- 
tern in  her  way.  The  excellent  woman  !  How  many 
tears  has  her  attachment  for  me  made  her  flied  during 
the  laft  thirteen  years.  How  many  fecret  forrows  has 
(he  fhared  in  filence,  which  but  for  her  affedlionate  at- 
tentions I  fhould  not  have  known  that  fhe  perceived  ! 
What  aftivity  in  my  affli<?iions !    What  devotion  in  my 

I  3  misfortunes  1 
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misfortunes !— If  the  chimaeras  of  the  metempfychofis  had 
any  reality,  and  if  our  wifhes  could  have  any  influence 
upon  the  changes  we  fhould  then  undergo,  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  return  to  the  world  in  another  fhape,  that  I 
might  take  care  of  her  in  my  turn,  and  adminifter  com- 
fort to  the  old  age  of  fo  kind  and  worthy  a  creature  ! 
O  my  friends  !  difcharge  the  debt  I  owe  her ;  it  is  the 
mofl:  grateful  tribute  you  can  pay  to  my  memory. 

As  to  my  property,  I  find  in  the  refolution  I  have 
taken,  the  advantage  of  fecuring  it  to  whom  it  belongs : 
it  will  defcend  to  my  daughter,  who,  even  if  they  fhould 
feize  upon  her  father's  fortune,  would  have  a  right  to 
claim  every  thing  of  mine  on  which  the  State  has  put  its 
feals:  fhe  can  claim  befides  twelve  thoufand  livres  (500/.) 
which  were  my  portion,  as  will  appear  by  the  marriage 
contract,  executed  in  February  1780,  at  Durand's,  a  no- 
tary, refident  at  Paris,  in  the  Place  Dauphine.  Moreover 
an  eftate,  a  litde  wood  and  a  meadow,  bought  by  me,  in 
purfuance  of  the  power  given  me  by  the  written  law  * 
according  to  which  1  was  married,  from  monies  arifing 
from  fundry  fums  that  came  to  me  in  my  own  right,  by 
inheritance  or  reimbuifement,  as  will  appear  by  the  con^ 
traft  executed  at  Dufrefne*,  notary.  Rue  Vivienne^  in 
179  T,  and  by  a  deed  of  which  duplicates  exift  in  my  apart- 
ment at  Thelee,  and  at  Villefranche  ;  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  thirteen  or  fourteen  ;houfand  livres.  [From 

•*  The  written  law  (h  droit  ^crit)  is  the  old  Roman  law,  which 
was  retained  in  feveral  parts  of  France  till  the  fall  of  the  ancient 
defpotic  fyrtern, '  It  was  fo  called  in  conjradiftindjon  tp  the  tradj-* 
tionary  culloms,  or  common  law,  which  prevailed  in  other  placqs. 
Jienc?  the  provinces  of  France  were  divided  into  Fays  de  drc^it 
fcrft  and  F^ji  Couturnier^^TrsLuf, 

"  '  ^  I  have 
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I  have  befides  a  thoufand  crowns  in  paper,  which 
fliall  be  pointed  out.  I  defire  that  enough  may  be  taken 
out  of  that  fum  to  buy  my  daughter  the  harp  on  which 
Ihe  plays,  and  which  I  hired  from  KoHker,  a  mufical 
inftrument- maker,  rue  des  Fcffes-Saint-Germaiyi-des  Pres : 
Jhe  is  an  honeft  and  fair-deaUng  man,  and  will  perhaps 
abate  fomething  of  the  hundred  crowns  {£12.  los.)  he 
afked  for  it.  At  any  rate  I  fliould  rather  choofe  it  to 
be  laid  out  in  that  way  than  kept  in  paper."  Virtues  are 
the  firft  of  treafures  :  but  they  are  employed  to  better 
advantage  by  the  help  of  talents.  No  body  can  tell  the 
relief  that  mufic  affords  in  folitude  and  misfortune,  nor 
from  how  many  fedu6lions  it  may  be  a  prefervative  in 
profperity.  Let  the  teacher  of  the  harp  be  kept  a 
few  months  longer :  by  that  time,  if  circumftances  will 
not  admit  of  further  expence,  the  dear  little  girl,  by 
making  good  ufe  of  her  time,  will  know  enough  for  her 
own  amufement.  Among  the  things  fealed  up  is  an  ex- 
cellent forte-piano,  bought  out  of  my  favings,  and  for 
which  the  receipt  was  confequently  made  out  in  my  own 
name,  as  will  appear  by  examining  the  papers :  let  it  by 
all  means  be  claimed.  As  to  drawing,  that  is  the  ef- 
fential  article  to  which  her  application,  care,  and  attention, 
ought  to  be  directed. 

I  have  found  means  to  get  a  letter  written  to  her 
uncle  and  godfather,  and  I  hope  if  he  be  at  liberty,  that 
he  will  take  the  necelTary  fteps  to  fecure  for  my  child 
all  that  belongs  to  her.  In  that  cafe,  not  being  left 
deftitute  herfelf,  fhe  ought  to  provide  for  our  maid 
Fleury ;  and  this  is  what  I  beg  thofe  who  may  watch  over 
her  conduft  to  prevail  upon  her  to  do. 

I  ^  My 
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My  venerable  relations,  the  Befnards,  rue  et  tie  St. 
Louisy  lodged  feme  money  in  my  hulband's  hands,  of 
which  we  ufed  to  pay  them  the  intereft.  As  they  may  be 
ignorant  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved  in  eftablifhing  their 
claim,  the  nec^fiary  information  fliould  be  given  to  thofe 
refpeftable  old  people.  They  Ihould  now  and  then  alfo 
fee  their  great-great  niece,  who  Hands  them  in  the  ftead 
of  a  child,  and  who  will  foon  be  their  only  hope. 

I  never  had  any  jewels ;  but  I  poflefs  two  rings  of 
very  moderate  value,  which  were  left  me  by  my  father  j 
I  intend  them,  as  memorials,  the  emerald  for  my  daugh- 
ter's adoptive  father,  the  other  for  my  friend  Bofc. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  lately  exprefled  to 
the  generous  woman  who  has  the  goodnefs  to  be  a 
rnother  to  my  child :  the  fervices  which  fhe  and  her 
hulband  render  me,  infpire  a  fentiment  which  I  fhaH 
carry  with  me  to  the  grave,  and  v/hich  words  cannot  ex« 
prefs. 

May  my  laft  letter  to  my  daughter  fix  her  attention 
iipon  that  obje6l  which  appears  likely  to  become  her  par- 
ticular purfuit  j  and  may  the  remembrance  of  her  mother 
attach  her  for  ever  to  thofe  virtues  which  afford  us  con- 
folation  in  every  circumftance  of  diftrefs. 

Farewell,  my  dear  child,  my  worthy  hufband,  my 
faithful  fervant,  and  my  good  friends  5  farewell,  thou 
fun,  whofe  refplendent  beams  ufed  to  fhed  ferenity  over 
my  foul  while  they  recalled  it  to  the  fkies :  farewell,  ye 
folitary  fields  which  I  have  fo  often  contemplated  with 
emotion  >  and  you,  ye  rultic  inhabitants  of  Thezee,  who 
were  wont  to  blefs  my  prefence,  whom  I  attended  in 
ficknefs,  whofe  labours  I  alleviated^,  and  whofe  indi- 

gei^ce 
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gence  I  relieved,  farewell;  farewell  peaceful  retirements, 
where  I  enriched  my  mind  with  moral  truths,  and  karned 
in  the  filence  of  meditation  to  govern  my  pafTions,  and 
to  defpife  the  vanity  of  the  world. 


TO  MY  DAUGHTER. 

05loher  i8,  179 J. 
I  do  not  know,  my  dear  girl,  whether  I  fliall  be  al- 
lowed to  fee,  pr  to  write  to  you  again.  Remember 
YOUR  MOTHER.  In  thefc  few  words  is  contained  the 
beft  advice  I  can  give  you.  You  have  feen  me  happy 
^n  fulfilling  my  duties,  and  in  giving  afTiftance  to  thofe 
who  were  in  diftrefs. — It  is  the  only  way  of  being  happy. 

You  have  feen  me  tranquil  in  misfortune  and  in  con- 
finement, becaufe  I  was  free  from  remorle,  and  be- 
caufe  I  enjoyed  the  pleafing  recolle6lions  that  good  ac- 
tions leave  behind  them.  Thefe  are  the  only  means  that 
can  enable  us  to  fupport  the  evils  of  life,  and  the  vicifTi- 
tudes  of  fortune- 
Perhaps  you  are  not  fated,  and  I  hope  you  are  not,  to 
undergo  trials  fo  fevere  as  mine  5  but  there  are  others 
againft  which  you  ought  to  be  equally  on  your  guard. 
Serious  and  induftrious  habits  arc  the  beft  prefervative 
againft  every  danger;  and  neccflity  as  well  as  prudence 
command  you  to  perfevere  diligently  in  your  ftudies. 

Be  worthy  of  your  parents ;  they  leave  you  great 
examples  to  follow  ;  and  if  you  are  careful  to  avail  your- 

felf 
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fclf  of  them,  your  cxiftence  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  man- 
kind. 

Farewell,  my  beloved  child,  you  who  drew  life  from 
my  bofom,  and  whom  I  wifh  to  imprefs  with  all  my 
fentiments.  The  time  will  come  when  you  will  be  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  of  the  efforts  I  make  at  this  moment 
to  reprefs  the  tender  emotions  excited  by  your  dear 
image.    I  prefs  you  to  my  heart. 

Farewell,  my  Eudora. 


TO  MY  FAITHFUL  SERVANT  FLEURY. 

Mv  dear  Fleury,  you  whofe  fidelity,  fcrvices,  and  at- 
tachment, have  been  fo  grateful  to  me  for  thirteen  years, 
receive  my  embraces,  and  my  farewell. 

Preferve  the  remembrance  of  what  I  was.  It  will 
confole  you  for  what  I  fufFer:  the  good  pafs  on  to 
glory  when  they  defcend  to  the  grave.  My  forrows  arc 
about  to  terminate;  lay  afide  yours,  and  think  of  the 
peace  which  I  am  about  to  enjoy,  and  which  nobody 
will  in  future  be  able  to  diflurb.  Tell  my  Agatha  that 
I  carry  with  me  to  the  grave  the  fatisfa6lion  of  being  be- 
loved by  her  from  my  infancy,  and  the  regret  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  give  her  proofs  of  my  attachment.  I  could 
have  wiflied  to  be  of  fervice  to  you — at  leaft  let  me  not 
sifflid  you. 

Farewell,  my  poor  Fleury,  farewell ! 


Fridav^ 
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Fridayy  24  OEloher. 
You  cannot  imagine,  dear  Jany,  all  the  vexation  I 
have  fuffered  at  not  being  able  to  write  to  you  at  my 
eafe,  nor  even  to  read  your  letter  at  leifure :  I  perceived 
that  I  had  an  officer  clofe  at  my  heels,  and  was  afraid 
on  your  account.    I  am  like  a  perfon  infeded  with  the 
plague.    I  have  no  longer  any  thing  to  lofe,  but  I  am 
frightened  out  of  my  wits  for  thofe  who  accoft  me ;  in- 
fomuch  that  yefterday  at  the  court  of  juftice,  I  was  in 
doubt  whether  I  fhould  return  the  falute  of  a  man  whom 
I  recoUedted,  and  whom  I  thought  highly  imprudent  for 
(hewing  me  politenefs  in  public. — I  was  prefent  at  the 
reading  of  thofe  articles  of  impeachment,  a  prodigy  of 
delufion,  or  rather  a  mafterpiece  of  perfidy.    As  foon 
^s  they  had  been  read,  the  advocate,  Chauveau,  obferved 
.  in  terms  of  great  moderation,  that,  contrary  to  all  form 
of  law,  the  documents  on  which  they  were  founded  had 
not  been  communicated  to  the  prifoners'  counfel.  He 
therefore  begged  the  tribunal  to  take  the  matter  into 
coufideration,  and  give  orders  for  their  delivery.  After 
a  moment's  whifpering,  the  prefident  made  anfwer,  in 
a  faltering  voice,  that  the  papers  in  queftion  were  for 
fhe  moft  part  fcaled  up  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed ; 
that  orders  would  be  given  to  proceed  to  the  removal  of 
the  feals,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  trial  would  be- 
gin.   Yes,  Jany,  \  heard  this  very  diftindtly  with  my 
own  ears!  I  looked  about  to  fee  if  it  were  not  a  dream, 
and  I  afked  of  myfelf  whether  pofterity  would  believe 
thefe  things  if  they  fhould  come  to  its  knowledge?— 
"VVell,  the  people  felt  nothing  of  all  thisj  thpy  did  not 

perceive 
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perceive  the  atrocity  of  fuch  condu£l ;  the  abfurdlty  of 
bringing  forward  a  charge  and  of  withholding  the  vouch- 
ers of  its  truth  ;  the  ftupidity  of  pretending  that  thofe 
vouchers  are  at  the  houfes  of  the  accufed,  of  whofe  I 
papers  as  yet  no  inventory  has  been  taken  ;  and  the  folly  I 
and  impudence  of  confefling  it.    The  prefident  mut-  I 
tered  a  few  words  befides  concerning  the  immenfe  num- 
ber of  the  other  papers,  and  the  difficulty  of  commu- 
nicating them ;  but  that  was  neither  more  juft,  nor  lefs  ! 
abfurd.    The  witnefies  were  then  fent  out  of  court,  that 
they  might  be  called  in  their  turns  to  make  their  depofi-  i 
tion :  my  time  is  not  yet  come,  but  probably  may  to-mor- 
row.   I  can  peceive  nothing,  in  thefe  proceedings,  but 
the  intention  of  taking  advantage  of  the  truths  I  may 
have  the  courage  to  tell,  to  efFe6l  my  ruin,  which,  con- 
fidering  the  villains  I  have  to  deal  with,  and  my  con- 
tem.pt  of  death,  is  by  no  means  difficult.    Perhaps  then 
we  are  doomed  to  meet  no  more.    My  friendfhip  be- 
queaths to  you  the  care  of  my  memory.    If  I  could  think 
of  any  thing  more  conformable  to  the  generofity  of  your 
fcntiments,  which  I  have  known  too  late,  I  would  charge 
you  with  it :  but  why,  my  dear  Jany,  known  too  late  ? 
It  was  Providence  that  conduced  every  thing :  had  I 
earlier  known  your  worth,  my  affeftion  for  you  would  ] 
have  involved  you  in  my  misfortunes.    You  will  difjpofe  | 
of  every  thing  for  the  beft,    A  fall  out  of  the  window  :| 
may  be  fuppofed,  and  thofe  who  will  not  believe  it  j 
may  be  fert  to  fee.    As  there  are  many  workmen,  , 
mafons  and  others,  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  ima-  > 
gine,  that  one  of  them,  or  fomebody  difguifed  like  one  , 
of  them,  ftole,  at  a  certain  hour  under  my  window,  and  j 
received  the  parcel. — This  idea  is  indeed  a  very  good  )i 
7  o^^^  . 
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tne,  and  carries  with  it  an  air  of  probability.  The  por^ 
traits,  anecdotes,  and  other  detached  pieces,  fhould  be 
prcfented  to  the  public  as  materials  to  be  worked  up 
in  better  times.    The  little  depot  ought  not  to  be  neg- 

le6led  :  it  Iliould  be  added  to  the  mafs.  

The  being  fummoned  as  a  witnefs  previoufly  to  the 
being  judicially  accufed,  forces  me  to  adopt  a  different 
mode  of  proceeding  from  that  on  which  I  liad  de- 
termined when  I  gave  you  my  will,  and  for  which  I 
had  already  made  my  preparations :  I  will  then  drain 
the  bitter  cup  to  the  lafl:  drop.  Farewell,  Jany,  fare- 
■  well  1 


Your  letter,  my  dear  Bofc,  was  highly  welcome :  it 
difcovers  to  me  your  whole  heart,  and  the  full  extent 
of  your  attachment :  they  are  both  as  uncommon,  in 
my  eftimation,  as  they  are  dear  to  me.  We  do  not 
however  differ  fo  much  as  you  im*agine ;  we  did  not 
underftand  each  other  perfedlly.  It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  depart  at  that  moment,  but  to  procure  the  means 
of  doing  fo  when  I  ihould  deem  it  fitting.  I  was  de- 
firous  of  rendering  homage  to  the  truth,  as  I  have*  it  in 
my  power  to  do,  and  then  to  make  my  exit  juft  before 
the  laft  ceremony.  I  thought  it  noble  to  deceive  the 
tyrants.  I  had  long  ruminated  on  the  projed ;  and  I 
fwear  to  you,  that  it  was  not  infpired  by  weakncfs.  I 
am  perfedlly  well  i  my  head  is  as  cool,  and  my  fpirit  as 
,  unbroken,  as  ever.  True  it  is,  however,  that  the  pre- 
fcnt  trial  embitters  my  forrows,  and  inflanKrs  my  indig- 
nation. 


C  ) 

nation.  I  thought  that  the  fugitives  alfo  had  beefl 
taken  up.  It  is  poffible  that  deep  grief,  and  the  exalta- 
tion of  fentiments  already  terrible,  might  have  matured 
in  the  fecret  recefTes  of  my  heart  a  refolution^  to  which 
my  mind  did  not  fail  to  afcribe  the  mod  excellent  mo- 
tives. 

Called  upon  to  give  evidence  In  this  affair,  I  thought 
it  neceflarily  called  for  a  different  mode  of  proceed- 
ing. I  was  determined  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportu- 
nity to  reach  the  goal  with  greater  celerity  :  I  intended  to 
thunder,  and  then  to  withdraw  from  their  power.  I 
thought  the  very  circumflance  would  authorize  me  to 
fpeak  without  referve,  and  that  I  ought  to  have  it  in  my 
pocket  when  going  into  court.  I  did  not  however  wait  for 
it  to  fupport  my  charafter.  During  the  hours  of  expec- 
tation I  paffed  in  the  clerk's  office,  in  the  midft  of  ten 
perfons,  officers,  judges  of  the  other  fedions,  &c.  and  in 
the  hearing  of  Hebert  and  Chahoty  who  came  into  the  next 
room,  I  fpoke  with  equal  energy  and  freedom.  My 
turn  to  be  heard  did  not  come  j  they  were  to  fetch  me 
the  fecond  day :  the  third  however  is  almofl:  over,  and 
nobody  has  yet  appeared.  I  fear  thefe  knaves  perceive 
that  I  may  poflibly  furnifli  an  intereftingepifode,  and  think 
that,  after  having  fummoned  me,  it  is  better  to  rejed 
my  evidence. 

I  wait  with  impatience,  and  am  now  afraid  I  fliall 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  friends  in 
their  prefenre.  You  are  of  opinion,  my  dear  Bofc,  that 
in  either  cafe  I  ought  to  wait  for,  and  not  accelerate  the 
cataftrophe :  it  is  on  this  alone  we  are  not  perfedlly 
agreed.  It  feems  to  me,  there  would  be  weaknefs 
in  receiving  the  coup-de-grace  from  the  hands  of  others, 
6  inftead 
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Inftead  of  taking  It  from  my  own ;  and  In  expofing  my-» 
fclf  to  the  infolent  clamours  of  a  brutal  populace,  as  un- 
worthy of  fuch  an  example  as  it  is  incapable  of  turning 
it  to  account.  No  doubt  it  would  have  been  right  to  do 
fo  three  months  ago ;  but  now  it  will  be  loft  on  the 
prefent  generation ;  and  as  to  pofterity,  the  other  refo- 
lution,  well  managed,  will  have  quite  as  good  an  efFeft. 

You  fee  that  you  did  not  underftand  me. — Examine 
then  the  matter  in  the  fame  point  of  view  in  which  it 
ftrikes  me :  it  is  not  at  all  the  fame  as  that  in  which  you 
fee  it.  When  you  fhall  thus  have  maturely  confidercd  it, 
I  will  abide  by  your  determination. 

I  haften  to  conclude,  that  you  may  have  my  anfwcr  by 
the  fame  conveyance :  it  is  enough  for  me  to  have  indi- 
cated what  you  will  be  able  to  inveftigate  in  the  Icifure  of 
meditation. — My  poor  little  girl  \  Where  then  is  llie  ? 
Let  me  know,  I  beg  of  you :  fend  me  a  few  particulars, 
that  my  mind's  eye  at  leaft  may  fee  her  in  her  new  fitu- 
ation.  Affe6led  by  your  cares,  you  think  that  I  feel  like- 
wife  the  cruelty  of  all  thefecircumftances.  I  underftand 
that  my  brother-in-law  is  in  confinement :  no  doubt  the 
fequeftration  of  his  property  is  ftill  in  force,  and  perhaps 
he  is  in  danger  of  banifliment. 

Confider  that  your  friendfliip,  which  finds  the  tafk  I 
impofe  upon  it  a  painful  one,  may  cafily  deceive  you,  as 
to  what  you  can  or  ought  to  do  in  that  refped.  Try  to 
think  of  the  matter,  as  if  it  were  neither  you  nor  I,  but 
two  indifferent  perfons,  in  our  relative  fituations,  fub- 
mitted  to  your  impartial  judgment.  Attend  to  my  for- 
titude; weigh  my  reafons;  calculate  coolly;  and  recollecb 
how  litde  a  mob  is  worth  that  is  capable  of  feafting  upon 
llich  a  fight, 

I  embrace 
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I  embrace  you  tenderly.  Jany  will  tell  you  what  it  h 
poffible  to  attempt  fome  morning,  but  take  care  not  to 
run  any  hazard. 


NOTES 

On  my  Trials  and  the  Examination  by  which  it  began. 

At  the  firft  moment  of  my  confinemicnt,  I  thought  of 
writing  to  Duperret,  to  beg  him  to  get  fome  attention 
paid  to  my  complaints.  Without  being  intimate,  I  had 
obferved  in  him  that  courageous  difpofition  which 
prompts  a  man  to  ftand  forth  without  fear  of  confe- 
quences  whenever  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  oblige  and 
he  had  infpired  me  with  that  confidence  which  arifes 
in  a  revolution  from  a  conformity  of  principles.  I 
was  not  deceived :  Duperret  anfwered  me  with  kindnefs 
and  warmth;  and  added,  to  the  exprefTions  of  his  own 
fentiments,  fome  intelligence  concerning  the  fiate  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  the  fugitive  deputies.  I  thanked  him ; 
and,  in  replying  to  the  pafTage  that  related  to  our  friends, 
expreffed  my  wifhes  for  their  fafecy,  and  for  that  of  my 
country.  A  few  days  after,  having  printed  the  exami- 
nation which  I  had  undergone  before  an  adminiftrator  of 
the  police  at  the  Abbey,  I  fent  a  copy  to  Duperret  and 
took  that  opportunity  of  teftifying  my  contempt  for  the 
filly  lies  which  Hebert  had  juft  told  in  fpeaking  of  me 
in  his  Pere  Duchefne.  The  whole  of  our  correfpondence 
might  amount  to  three  or  four  fhort  letters,  including  a 
note,  in  which  I  acquainted  Duperret,  as  I  acquainted 
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at  the  time  feveral  other  perfons,  whom  I  fuppofed  to 
take  an  intereft  in  my  welfare,  with  the  fudden  transfor- 
mation of  my  enlargement  from  the  Abbey,  into  a  new 
confinement  at  Sainte-Pelagie.    It  is  on  this  correfpond- 
ence  they  mean  to  found  an  accufation  againft  me, 
as  having  been  connected,  indiredlly  at  leaft,  with  the 
rebels  of  Calvados.    The  vciy  day  of  Briflbt's  execution 
I  was  removed  to  the  Condergerie,  put  into  a  noifome 
room,  and  forced  to  fleep  in  a  bed  without  flieets, 
which  a  fellow- prifoner  was  good  enough  to  lend  me. 
The  day  after  I  was  examined  in  the  office  of  the  tri- 
bunal, by  judge  David,  accompanied  by  the  public  ac- 
cufer,  and  in  the  prefence  of  a  man  whom  I  fufpedl 
to  be  a  juror.    At  firft  they  afl<:ed  me  many  tedi- 
ous queftions  concerning  Roland  before  the  14th  of 
July,  1789 ;  who  was  mayor  of  Lyons  when  he  was  mu- 
nicipal officer.  Sic. — I  anfwered  thofe  queftions  by  an 
€xad  relation  of  fadls;  but  from  that  very  moment 
I    could   perceive,   while  afking    many  particulars, 
they  did  not  wifh  me  to  be  circumftantial  in  my  an- 
fwers.    Without  any  tranfition,  I  was  aflced,  if  dur- 
ing the  Convention  I  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
feeing  fuch  and  fuch  members  (and  the  profcribed  and 
condemned  were  named) ;  and  if  in  their  conferences  I 
had  not  heard  them  mention  a  departmental  force,  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  it.    I  had  to  remark,  that  I  had 
feen  fome  of  thofe  members  as  friends,  with  whom 
Roland  had  been  intimate  from  the  time  of  the  confti- 
^tuent  aflembly ;  others  by  accident,  either  as  acquaint- 
ance, or  becaufe  brought  to  our  houfe  by  their  col- 
ileaguesj  and  that  feveral  of  them  I  had  never  feen  at 
all :  that  befides  there  had  never  been  any  fecret  coun- 
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ells  or  conferences  at  Roland's;  but  the  converfa- 
tion  was  public,  and  turned  on  matters  which  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  AfTembly,  and  interefted 
every  body.  The  debate  was  long  and  violent  be- 
fore I  could  get  my  anfwers  taken  down.  They  defired 
me  to  confine  myfelf  to  yes  and  no  \  accufed  me  of 
being  talkative ;  and  told  me  1  was  not  (hewing  my 
wit  at  the  hotel  of  the  Interior.  The  public  ac- 
cufer  and  the  judge,  efpecially  the  firft,  behaved  with 
the  pofitivenefs  and  acrimony  of  perfons  perfuaded  that 
they  had  a  great  criminal  before  them,  and  impa- 
tient for  her  convidion.  When  the  judge  had  afl<.ed  a 
queftion,  and  the  public  accufer  did  not  find  it  to  his 
liking,  he  couched  it  in  other  terms,  extended  and  ren- 
dered it  complex  and  captious,  interrupted  my  anfwers, 
and  required  them  to  be  more  concife  :  it  was  down- 
right perfecution.  I  was  kept  about  three  hours,  or 
rather  more,  after  which  the  examination  was  fufpended, 
to  be  refumed,  as  I  was  told,  in  the  evening.  I  am 
waiting  for  it.  A  determination  to  deftroy  me  feems 
evident. — I  will  not  prolong  my  life  by  any  bafe  fub- 
terfuge ;  neither  will  I  lay  bare  my  bofom  to  malevo- 
lence ;  nor  facilitate,  by  a  filly  complaifance,  the  labours 
of  the  public  accufer,  who  feems  dtfirous  of  my  fur- 
nifhing  him  by  my  anfwers  with  matter  for  the  indift- 
ment  which  his  zeal  meditates  againft  me. 

Two  days  after,  I  was  fent  for  to  be  re-examined. 
The  firft  queflion  turned  upon  the  pretended  contra- 
diftion  that  exided  between  my  letters  to  Duperret,  and 
my  having  faid  I  was  not  particularly  intimate  with 
him ;  whence  it  refulted,  that  I  difguifed  the  truth  in 
regard  to  my  political  connexions  with  the  rebels.  I 
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anfwered  that  I  had  never  feen  Dupcrret  ten  times  in  my 
life,  and  not  even  once  in  private,  as  it  was  eafy  to  per- 
ceive by  the  firft  letter  I  addrefled  to  him,  when  fend- 
ing him  a  copy  of  that  I  had  written  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  that  the  fubfequcnt  letters  were  the  confequence 
of  the  kind  and  explicit  anfwer  I  had  then  received, 
&:c.  That  at  the  period  our  little  correfpondence  began 
there  was  no  queftion  of  revolt  and  rebellion ;  and  at  that 
time  I  had  no  room  for  a  choice  in  the  aflembly,  where 
there  was  fcarcely  any  perfon  to  whom  I  was  known,  or 
who  would  have  undertaken  the  care  of  my  intcrefts. 

^.eftion.  Who  were  the  common  friends  of  your- 
felf and  Dupcrret? 

Anfjjoer,    Barbaroux  in  particular. 
^ieftion.    Was  it  known  to  you  that  Roland,  before 
he  entered  into  the  adminiftration,  belonged  to  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence  of  the  Jacobins  ? 
Anfwer,  Yes. 

^ujiion.  Was  it  not  you  who  took  upon  you  to 
compofe  the  letters  it  was  his  duty  to  draw  up  for  the 
Committee  ? 

,  Anfiver.  My  hulband  never  borrowed  my  thoughts, 
although  he  may  fometimes  have  employed  my  pent 

^eftic7u  ^  Were  you  not  acquainted  with  the  office 
for  thtt  formation  of  public  fpirit,  eftablifhed  by  Roland 
to  corrupt  the  departments ;  to  bring  to  Paris  a  de- 
partmental force ;  to  tear  the  republic  to  pieces,  ac- 
cording  to  the  plans  of  a  liberticide  fadion,  &c. ,  and 
'^jj  was  It  not  you  who  conduced  the  buHnefs  of  that  office  ? 
.  ,||     Anfwer.    Roland  eftabliffied  no  office  under  that  de- 
[nomination  ;  and  I  conduced  the  bufinefs  of  none.  Af- 
-  r  the  decree,  pafTed  at  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  or- 
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dcring  him  to  difperfe  ufeful  writings,  he  afligned  tO  '  i 
fome  of  his  clerks  the  care  of  forwarding  them,  exert-  ' 
ing  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  in  the  execution  of  a  law  ; 
which  tended  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  and  the  love  of  ^ 
the  revolution.    This  he  called  the  patriotic  correfpond^ 
ence  y  and  as  to  his  own  writings,  inftead  of  promoting  j  t 
difcord,  they  all  breathed  a  defire  to  concur  in  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  and  of  peace.  i  [ 

Here  it  was  obferved,  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to  at-  t 

tempt  to  difguife  the  truth,  as  it  evidently  appeared,  by  ] 

all  my  anfwers,  I  was  defirous  of  doing  \   that  upon  a 

the  door  of  the  very  office  was  a  ridiculous  infcription,  1 

and  that  I  was  not  fo  great  a  ftranger  to  my  hulband's  [ 

tranfaftions  as  not  to  know  it ;  that  my  endeavours  to  I  a 

juftify  Roland  would  be  equally  ineffedual ;  and  fa-  \\ 

tal  experience  had  but  too  well  fhown  the  mifchief  that  '  (] 

perfidious  minifter  had  done,  by  afperfmg  the  moft  faith-  j, 

ful  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  by  exciting  the  \ 

departments  to  take  up  arms  againft  Paris.  |j 

To  this  I  anfwered,  that  far  from  defiring  to  difguife  | 

the  truth,  I  was  proud  of  doing  homage  to  it,  even  at  p 

the  rifk  of  my  life ;  that  I  had  never  read  the  Infcrip-  ^ 

tion  in  queftion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  had  remarked  at  \ 

the  time  the  report  of  it  was  in  circuladon,  that  it  was  j-^ 

not  to  be  found  in  the  printed  lifts  of  offices  belonging  ^ 

to  the  interior  department ;  and  that,  in  anfwer  to  the  «. 

injurious  imputations  upon  Roland,  I  had  only  two  \ 

fadls  to  oppofe :  the  firft  his  writings^  which  all  con-  \ 

tained  the  beft  principles  of  morality  and  politics ;  the-  m 

fecondy  his  forwarding  all  thofe  printed  by  order  of  the  tl 

National  Convention,  even  the  fpeeches  of  die  mem-  ig 

ber^- 
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bers  of  that  aflembly,  who  paiTcd  for  the  mod  violent 
in  oppofition. 

^eftion.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  Roland  left  Pa- 
ris, and  where  he  may  be  ? 

Anfwer,  Whether  I  do  or  not,  is  what  I  neither 
ought  or  choofe  to  tell. 

It  was  obferved,  this  obftinacy  in  conftandy  dif- 
guifing  the  truth  proved  I  thought  Roland  guihy; 
that  I  fet  myfelf  in  open  rebellion  againft  the  law ;  that 
I  forgot  the  duty  of  a  perfon  accufed,  whom  it  behovefi 
above  all  to  reveal  the  truth  to  juftice,  &c.  The  pub- 
lic accufer,  who  put  the  queftion,  took  care  to  accom- 
pany it,  as  he  did  every  other  he  thought  proper  to 
allc,  with  infulting  epidiets,  and  expreflions  indicat- 
ing anger.  I  attempted  to  anfwer ;  but  he  forbad 
details  J  and  both  he  and  the  judge,  endeavour- 
ing to  avail  themfelves  of  the  kind  of  authority  given 
by  their  office,  employed  all  means  to  reduce  me  to 
filence,  or  to  make  me  fay  what  they  thought  fit. 
Indignant  at  the  treatment,  I  told  them  I  would  com- 
plain in  open  court  of  their  unheard  of  and  captious 
mode  of  examination  ;  that  I  would  not  fuffer  myfelf  to 
be  brow-beaten  \  and  that  I  confidered  the  laws  of  rea- 
fon  and  nature- as  fuperior  to  all  human  inftitutions :  then 
turning  round  to  the  clerk,  *  Take  up  your  pen/  faid  I, 
*  and  write.' 

Anjwer,  '  A  perfon  accufed  is  anfwerable  for  his 
own  adions,  but  not  for  thofe  of  others.  If,  during 
more  than  four  months,  Roland  had  not  folicited  in  vain 
the  paffing  of  his  accounts,  he  would  not  now  be  ob- 
liged to  abfent  himfelf,  nor  fhould  I,  fuppofing  me  to 
be  acquainted  with  it,  be  obliged  to  make  a  fecret  of 

K  3  his 


(  ) 

his  place  of  refidence. — I  know  of  no  law  which  requires 
me  to  betray  the  deareft  fentiments  of  nature/ 

Here  the  public  accufer  exclaimed  in  a  rage,  that 
there  was  no  end  to  my  loquacity  j  and  here  clofed 
the  examination. 

*  How  I  pity  you/  fald  I  calmly.  *  I  forgive  you 
even  the  difagrecable  things  you  fay :  you  think  you 
have  a  great  criminal  before  you,  and  are  impatient 
to  cpnvi6l  her.  Hov^  unfortunate  is  the  man  who  en- 
tertains fuch  prejudices !  You  may  fend  me  to  the  fcaf- 
fold ;  b\it  you  cannot  deprive  me  of  the  fatisfadion  I  de- 
rive from  a  good  confcience,  nor  of  the  perfuafion  that 
pofterity  will  revenge  Roland  and  me,  by  devoting 
his  perfecutors  to  infamy.'  Being  defired  to  choofe  my 
advocate,  I  named  Chauveau,  and  retired,  faying  to 
them  with  a  fmile,  ^  I  wifli  you,  in  return  for  all  the  ill 
you  mean  to  do  to  me,  the  fame  peace  of  mind  1  enjoy, 
whatever  may  be  the  reward  attached  to  it.* 

The  examination  took  place  in  a  room  called  the 
council- chamber,  at  a  table  with  feveral  perfons  fitting 
round  it,  who  appeared  to  be  there  for  the  purpofe  of 
wridng,  and  who  did  nothing  but  liften  to  what  I  laid. 
There  were  many  goers  and  comers;  nor  could  any 
thing  be  lefs  fecret  than  the  tranfaftion. 
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DRAUGFIT  OF  A  DEFENCE  INTENDED  TO 
BE  READ  TO  THE  TRIBUNAL*. 

The  charge  brought  againfl:  me  refls  entirely  upon  the 
pretended  facl  of  my  being  the  accomplice  of  men  called 
confpirators.  My  intimacy  with  a  few  of  them  is  of 
much  older  date  than  the  political  circumftances,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  they  are  now  confidered  as  rebels ; 
and  the  correfpondence  we  kept  up  through  the  medium 
of  our  common  friends,  at  the  time  of  their  departure 
from  Paris,  was  entirely  foreign  to  public  affairs.  Pro- 
perly fpeaking,  I  have  been  engaged  in  no  political  cor- 
refpondence whatever,  and  in  that  refpedt  I  might  con- 
fine myfelf  to  a  fimpie  denial ;  for  I  certainly  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  give  an  account  of  my  particular  affedions. 
But  I  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
my  condu6l,  nor  do  I  wifli  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
public  eye.  I  fiiall  therefore  acknowledge,  that,  with 
exprefTions  of  regret  at  my  confinement,  1  received  an 
intimation  that  Duperrct  had  two  letters  for  me,  whe- 
ther written  by  one  or  by  two  of  my  friends,  before  or 
after  their  leaving  Paris,  I  cannot  fay.  Duperret  had  de- 
livered them  into  other  hands,  and  they  never  came  to 
mine.  Another  time  I  received  a  prelTing  invitation  to 
break  my  chains,  and  an  offer  of  fervices,  to  alfitl  me 
in  effedling  my  efcape  in  any  way  1  might  think  proper, 
and  to  convey  me  whitherfoever  I  might  afterwards  wifh 
to  go.    I  was  diffuaded  from  liflening  to  fuch  propofals 


Written  at  the  Conciergerie  the  night  after  her  examination. 
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by  duty  and  by  honour ;  by  duty,  that  I  might  not  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  thofc  to  whofe  care  I  was  confided  j 
and  by  honour,  becaufe  at  all  events  I  preferred  running 
the  rifk  of  an  unjuO;  trial,  to  expofing  myfelf  to  the 
fufpicion  of  guilt  by  a  flight,  unworthy  of  me.  When 
I  confented  to  be  taken  up  on  the  3  ift  of  May,  it  was 
not  with  the  intention  of  afterwards  making  my  efcape. 
In  that  alone  confifts  all  my  correfpondence  with  my 
fugitive  friends.  No  doubt,  if  all  means  of  communi- 
cation had  not  been  cut  off,  or  if  I  had  not  been  pre- 
vented by  confinement,  I  fliould  have  endeavoured 
to  learn  what  was  become  of  them ;  for  I  know  of  no 
law  by  which  my  doing  fo  is  forbidden.  In  what  age,  or 
in  what  nation,  was  it  ever  confidered  a  crime  to 
be  faithful  to  thofe  fentiments  of  efleem  and  brotherly  af- 
fedion  which  bind  man  to  man  ?  I  do  not  pretend  to 
judge  of  the  meafures  of  thofe  who  have  been  profcribed  : 
they  are  unknown  to  me ;  but  I  will  never  believe  in  the 
evil  intendons  of  men,  of  whofe  probity,  civifm,  and 
devotion  to  their  country,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced. 
If  they  erred  it  was  unwittingly ;  they  fall  without  being 
abafed ;  and  I  regard  them  as  unfortunate  without  being 
liable  to  blame.  I  am  perfedlly  eafy  as  to  their  glory, 
and  willingly  confent  to  pardcipate  in  the  honour  of  be- 
ing opprefled  by  their  enemies.  I  know  thofe  men,  ac- 
cufed  of  confpiring  againft  their  country,  to  have  been 
determined  republicans,  but  humane,  and  perfuaded  that 
good  laws  were  neceffary  to  procure  the  republic  the 
good-will  of  pcrfons  who  doubted  whether  it  could  be 
maintained ;  which  it  muft  be  confefled  is  more  difficult 
than  to  kill  them.  The  hiftory  of  every  age  proves, 
that  it  requires  great  talents  to  lead  men  to  virtue  by  wife 
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inftltutions,  while  force  fuffices  to  opprefs  them  by  terror 
or  to  annihilate  them  by  death.  I  have  heard  them  aflert, 
that  abundance,  as  well  as  happinefs,  can  only  proceed 
from  an  equitable,  protedling,  and  beneficent  govern- 
ment; and  that  the  omnipotence  of  the  bayonet  may 
produce  fear,  but  not  bread.  I  have  feen  them  ani- 
mated by  the  moft  lively  enthufiafm  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  difdaining  to  flatter  them^  and  refolved  rather  to 
fall  vidims  to  their  delufion  than  be  the  means  of  keep- 
ing it  up.  I  confefs  thefe  principles,  and  this  con- 
duct, appeared  to  me  totally  different  from  the  fenti- 
ments  and  proceedings  of  tyrants  or  ambitious  men,  who 
feek  to  pleafe  the  people  to  effedl  their  fubjugation.  It 
infpired  me  with  the  higheft  efteem  for  thofe  generous 
men :  this  error,  if  an  error  it  be,  will  accompany  me  to 
the  grave,  whither  I  fhall  be  proud  of  following  thofe 
whom  I  was  not  permitted  to  accompany. 

My  defence  I  will  venture  to  fay,  is  more  neceffary 
to  thofe,  who  really  wifh  to  come  at  the  truth,  than  it  is 
to  myfelf.  Calm  and  contented  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
having  done  my  duty,  1  look  forward  to  futurity  with 
perfect  peace  of  mind.  My  ferious  turn,  and  ftudious 
habits,  have  preferved  me  alike  from  the  follies  of  difli- 
pation,  and  from  the  buftle  of  intrigue.  A  friend  to 
liberty,  on  which  reflexion  had  taught  me  to  fet  a  juft: 
value,  I  beheld  the  revolution  with  delight,  perfuaded 
it  was  deftined  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbitrary  power 
1  detefl:ed,  and  to  the  abufes  I  had  fo  often  lament- 
ed, when  reflecting  with  pity  upon  the  fate  of  the 
indigent  claflTes  of  fociety.  I  took  an  interefl:  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  revolution,  and  fpoke  with  warmth  of  pub- 
lic 
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lie  affairs;  but  I  did  not  pafs  the  bounds  prelcribcd 
by  my  fex.    Some  fmall  talents  perhaps,  a  confiderable 
lhare  of  philofophy,  a  degree  of  courage  more  uncom- 
mon, and  which  did  not  permit  me  to  weaken  my  huf- 
band*s  energy  in  dangerous  times  :  fuch  perhaps  are  the 
qualities  which  thofe  who  know  me  may  have  indif- 
creetly  extolled,  and  which  may  have  made  me  enemies 
among  thofe  to  whom  I  am  unknown.    Roland  fome- 
times  employed  me  as  a  fecretary  ;  and  the  famous  let- 
ter to  the  king,  for  inflance,  is  copied  entirely  in  my 
hand-writing :  this  would  be  an  excellent  count  to  add 
to  my  indiflment,  if  the  Auftrians  were  trying  me,  and 
if  they  fhould  have  thought  fit  to  extend  a  minifter's  re- 
fponfibility  to  his  wife.    But  Roland  long  ago  manifefted 
his  knowledge,  and  his  attachment  to  the  great  principles 
of  politics :  the  proofs  of  them  exift  in  his  numerous 
works,  publifhed  during  the  lad  fifteen  years. — His  learn- 
ing and  his  probity  are  all  his  own,  nor  did  he  (land  in 
need  of  a  wife  to  make  him  an  able  minifter.  Never 
v/ere  conferences  or  fecret  councils  held  at  his  houfe ;  his 
colleagues,  whoever  they  might  be,  and  a  few  friends 
and  acquaintance,  met  once  a  week  at  his  table,  and 
there  converfed  in  a  public  manner  on  matters  in  which 
every  body  was  concerned.    As  to  the  reft,  the  writings 
of  that  minifter,  which  breathe  throughout  a  love  of 
order  and  of  peace,  and  which  lay  down  in  the  moft 
forcible  manner  the  beft  principles  of  morality  and  po- 
litics, will  for  ever  atteft  his  wifdom,  as  his  accounts  will 
prove  his  integrity. 

To  return  to  the  ofi'ence  imputed  to  me,  I  have  to 
obfcrve  that  I  never  v/as  intimate  with  Duperret.  I 
f^w  him  now  and  then  at  the  time  of  Roland's  admini- 
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llration  ;  but  he  never  came  to  our  houfe  during  the  fix 
months  that  my  hufband  was  no  longer  in  office.  The 
fame  remark  will  apply  to  the  other  members,  our 
friends,  which  furely  does  not  accord  with  the  plots  and 
confpiracics  laid  to  our  charge.    It  is  evident  by  my 
firft  letter  to  Duperrec,  I  only  wrote  to  him  becaufe  I 
knew  not  to  whom  elfc  to  addrefs  mylelf,  and  be- 
caufe I  imagined  he  would  readily  confent  to  oblige 
me.    My  correfpondence  with  him  could  not  then  be 
concerted ;   it  could  not  be  the  confequence  of  any 
previous  intimacy,   and  could  have  only    one  ob- 
je(5l  in  view.    It  gave  me  afterwards  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  accounts  from  thofe  who  had  juft  abfented 
themfelves,  and  with  whom  I  was  connedled  by  the 
ties  of  friendlhip,  independently  of  all  political  confider- 
ations.    The  latter  were  totally  out  of  the  qucftion  in 
the  kind  of  correfpondence  I  kept  up  with  them  during 
the  early  part  of  their  abfence.    No  written  memorial 
bears  witnefs  againft  me  in  that  refpedt,   thofe  ad- 
duced only  leading  to  a  belief  that  I  partook  of  the 
opinions  and  fentiments  of  the  perfons  called  confpira- 
tors.    This  dedu6lion  is  well  founded  :  I  confefs  it  with- 
out referve,  and  am  proud  of  the  conformity.  But 
I  never  manifefted  my  opinions  in  a  way  which  can  be 
conftrued  into  a  crime,  or  which  tended  to  occafion  any 
difturbance.    Now,  to  become  an  accomplice  in  any 
plan  whatever,  it  is  neceffary  to  give  advice,  or  to  fiir^ 
nifli  means  of  execution.    I  have  done  neither ;  I  am 
not  then  reprehenlible  in  the  eye  of  the  law — there  is 
no  law  to  condemn  me,  nor  any  fadl  which  admits  of  the 
application  of  a  law. 

I  know  that  in  revolutions,  law,  as  well  as  juftice,  is 
8  often 
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often  forgotten  ;  and  the  proof  of  it  is,  that  I  am  here, 
I  owe  my  trial  to  nothing  but  the  prejudices,  and  vio- 
lent  animofitics  which  arifc  in  times  of  great  agitation, 
and  which  are  generally  direded  againft  thofe  who  have 
been  placed  in  confpicuous  fituations,  or  are  known  to 
pofiefs  any  energy  or  fpirit.  It  would  have  been  eafy 
for  my  courage  to  put  me  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
fentence  I  forefaw ;  but  I  thought  it  rather  became 
me  to  undergo  it :  I  thought  that  I  owed  the  example  to 
my  country;  I  thought  that  if  I  were  to  be  condemned, 
it  muft  be  right  to  leave  tyranny  all  the  odium  of  facrificing 
a  woman  whofe  crime  is  that  of  poflefling  fome  fmall 
talents  which  fhe  never  mifapplied,  a  zealous  defire 
of  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  courage  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge her  unfortunate  friends,  and  to  do  homage 
to  virtue  at  the  rifk  of  her  life.  Minds  which  have 
any  claim  to  greatnefs  are  capable  of  divefting  them- 
felves  of  felfifh  confiderations ;  they  feel  they  he- 
long  to  the  whole  human  race  5  and  their  views  are  di- 
rected to  pofterity  alone.  I  am  the  wife  of  a  virtuous 
man  expofed  to  perfecution ;  and  I  was  the  friend  of 
men  who  have  been  profcribed  and  immolated  by  delu- 
fion,  and  the  hatred  of  jealous  mediocrity.  It  is  necef- 
fary  that  I  fliould  perifh  in  my  turn,  becaufe  it  is  a  rule 
with  tyranny  to  facrifice  thofe  whom  it  has  grievoufly 
opprefled,  and  to  annihilate  the  very  witnefles  of  its 
mifdeeds.  I  have  this  double  claim  to  death  from  your 
hands,  and  I  expedl  it.  When  innocence  walks  to  the 
fcafFold,  at  the  command  of  error  and  perverfity,  every 
ftep  fhe  takes  is  an  advance  towards  glory.  May  I  be 
the  lad  vidlim  facrificed  to  the  furious  fpirit  of  party ! 
I  fl^iall  quit  with  joy  this  unfortunate  earth,  which  fwal- 
4  lows 
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lows  up  the  friends  of  virtue,  and  drinks  the  blood  of 
the  juft. 

Truth  !  friendfhip !  my  country  !  facred  objefts,  fcn- 
timents  dear  to  my  heart,  accept  my  laft  facrifice.  My 
life  was  devoted  to  you,  and  you  will  render  my  death 
cafy  and  glorious. 

Juft  heaven  !  enlighten  this  unfortunate  people  for 

whom  I  defired  libert}^  Liberty ! — It  is  for 

noble  minds,  who  defpife  death,  and  who  know  how 
upon  occafion  to  give  it  to  themfelves.  It  is  not  for 
weak  beings  who  enter  into  a  compofnion  with 
guilt,  and  cover  felfiflmefs  and  cowardice  with  the 
name  of  prudence.  It  is  not  for  corrupt  wretches 
who  rife  from  the  bed  of  debauchery,  or  from  the  mire 
of  indigence,  to  feaft:  their  eyes  on  the  blood  that 
ftreams  from  the  fcafFold.  It  is  the  portion  of  a  people 
who  delight  in  humanity,  pradlife  juftice,  defpife  their 
flatterers,  and  refpedt  the  truth.  While  you  are  not 
fuch  a  people,  O  my  fellow- citizens  !  you  will  talk  in 
vain  of  liberty:  inftead  of  liberty  you  will  have  li- 
centioufncfs,  of  which  you  will  all  fall  vidlims  in  your 
turns :  you  v/ili  afk  for  bread ;  dead  bodies  will  be  given 
you  J  and  you  will  at  lail  bow  down  your  necks  to  the 
yoke. 

I  have  neither  concealed  my  fentiments  nor  my  opi- 
nions. I  know  that  a  Roman  lady  was  fent  to  the  fcaf- 
fold  for  lamenting  the  death  of  her  fon.  I  know  that  in 
times  of  delufion  a^id  party  rage,  he  who  dares  avow 
himfelf  the  friend  of  the  condemned  or  of  the  profcribed 
expofes  himfelf  to  their  fate.  But  1  defpife  death ; 
I  never  feared  any  thing  but  guilt,  and  I  will  not  pur- 
chafe  life  at  the  expencc  of  a  bafe  fubterfuge.  Woe 

to 
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to  the  times!  woe  to  the  people  among  whom  do- 
ing homage  to  difregarded  truth  can  be  attended  with 
danger,  and  happy  he  who  in  fuch  circumftances  is  bold 
enough  to  brave  it ! 

It  is  now  your  part  to  fee  whether  it  anfwer  your 
purpofe  to  condemn  me  without  proof,  upon  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  and  without  the  fupport  or  juftification  of 
any  law. 


1 8  Brumaire. 

By  authority  of  the  criminal  revolutionary  tribunal 
cftablifhed  by  the  law  of  the  loth  of  March  1793,  with- 
out appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and  alfo  in  vir- 
tue of  the  power  delegated  by  the  law  of  25  April  of 
the  fame  year,  to  the  faid  tribunal  fitnng  in  the  hall  of 
juftice  at  Paris : 

The  indidment  drawn  up  by  the  public  accufer  againft 
Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Roland,  aged 
thirty-nine  years,  born  at  Paris,  and  dwelling  there,  in 
the  rue  de  la  harfCy  of  which  the  tenor  is  as  hereafter  fol- 
loweth  : 

Antony-^intin  Fcuquier-^invilky  public  accufer  of  the 
extraordinary  criminal  and  revolutionary  tribunal,  (cfta- 
blifhed at  Paris,  by  a  decree  of  the  national  convention, 
of  the  1  cth  of  March,  the  fecond  year  of  the  republic, 
without  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  annulment)  by  virtue 
of  the  power  to  him  given  by  the  fecond  article  of  ano- 
ther decree  of  the  convention  of  the  5th  of  April  fol- 
lowing, importing  that  the  public  accufer  of  the  faid  tri- 
bunal is  authoiifed  to  arrcft,  profecute,  and  bring  to 
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judgment,  on  the  denunciation  of  the  conftltuted  au- 
thorities and  of  citizens, 

Sheweth  that  the  fword  of  the  law  has  recently 
ftruck  fcveral  principal  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy  which 
exifted  againft  the  liberty  and  fafety  of  the  French  peo- 
ple ;  but  a  great  number  of  authors  and  accompHces  of 
that  confpiracy  ftill  exift,  and  hitherto  have  found  means, 
by  a  cowardly  flight,  to  avoid  the  juft  punifhment  of 
their  crimes :  of  the  number  is  Roland,  ex-minifter  of 
the  home  department,  the  principal  agent  of  the  con- 
fpirators.  The  flight  of  fome  of  them  did  not  put  a 
flop  to  the  correfpondence  between  thofe  who  re- 
mained at  Paris,  as  well  at  l^Derty  as  in  a  fl:ate  of  ar- 
refl: :  they  correfponded  alfo  with  thofe  v^^ho  had  taken 
refuge  at  Caen,  and  other  cities  of  the  republic.  Ro- 
land on  leaving  Paris  left  behind  him  his  wife,  who,  al- 
though put  in  confinement  in  a  houfe  of  arrefl:,  continued 
to  correfpond  with  the  confpirators  who  had  retired  to 
Caen,  through  the  medium  of  another  who  remained  at 
Paris.  That  intriguing  Vv^oman,  who  is  well  known  to 
have  received,  and  aflTembled  at  her  houfe  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  of  the  confpirators  in  fecret  councils,  of  which 
Ihe  was  the  foul,  received,  although  in  prifon,  letters 
from  Barbaroux  and  others  of  the  refugees  at  Caen ;  and 
always  anfwered  them  in  terms  favourable  to  the  con- 
fpiracy. Of  this  correfpondence  the  proof  exifts,  Firfl:, 
in  a  letter  dated  from  Evreux,  the  ijth  of  June  lafl, 
written  by  Barbaroux  to  Lauze  Duperret,  in  which  he 
fays :  "  Do  not  forget  the  efl:imable  wife  of  Roland,  and 
"  try  to  give  her  fome  confolation  in  her  prifon,  by 
"  conveying  to  her  the  good  news,  &c."  2dly,  in  a 
letter,  dated  the  1 5th  of  the  faid  month  of  June,  from 

the 
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the  faid  Barbaroux  to  the  faid  Laiize  Duperrct,  in  which 
are  the  following  pafTages.  "  You  have  no  doubt  executed 
"  my  commifiion  in  regard  to  Madame  Roland,  by  trying 
to  convey  to  her  fome  litde  confoladon. — Make  an  ef- 
"  fort  to  fee  her,  and  tell  her,  that  the  twenty-two  profcrib- 
"  ed,  and  all  honed  men,  fhare  her  affli6lions,  &c.  Here- 
with  you  will  receive  a  letter  which  we  have  written  to 
"  that  eftimable  woman,    I  need  not  fay  that  you  alone 
"  can  execute  this  important  commifTion ;  fhe  muft  at  all 
"  events  try  to  get  out  of  her  prifon,  and  into  fomc 
place  of  fafety,  &c."    ^dly.  In  a  letter  written  by 
Lauze  Duperret  to  the  faid  wife  of  Roland,  in  which  he 
fays :     I  have  kept  for  feveral  days  three  letters  which 
"  Barbaroux  and  Buzot  inclofed  to  me,  without  having 
"  it  in  my  power  to  convey  them  to  you ;  and  what 
"  is  ftill  more  unfortunate,  is,  that  at  the  moment  I 
"  might  avail  myfelf  of  the  means  you  afford  me, 
"  the  thing  is  become  impolTible,    as  they  are  in 
the  hands  of  Petion,  to  whom  I  thought  it  advife- 
able  to  deliver  them,  fuppofmg  he  had  it  more  in 
"  his  power  to  forward  them  than  any  body  elfe,  and  who 
*^  fet  off  without  being  able  fo  to  do.    I  fliall  this  very 
day  give  notice  of  it  to  thofe  citizens  to  whom  I  am 
*^  going  to  write  by  a  fafe  conveyance,  and  Jfhall  in- 
"  form  them  I  have  it  now  in  miy  power  to  execute 
their  commands  with  more  pundluality,  &c.'*  4thly, 
In  a  note  dated  the  24th  of  June,  written  by  the  above 
wife  of  Roland  to  Duperret,  in  which  fhe  acquaints  him 
Ihe  has  been  releafed  from  the  abbey;  that  fhe  thought 
ihe  was  going  to  return  home;  but  that  before  flie 
reached  it  Hie  was  taken  up  and  conducted  to  Sainte- 
Pelagie.    5thly,  and  laftly,  in  three  other  letters  written 

by 
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by  her  in  like  manner  to  Lauze  Duperret;  the  firfl: 
dated  June  6,  the  fecond  without  date,  and  the  third 
June  24.  In  the  fecond  flie  fays :  "  The  accounts 
*^  I  receive  from  my  friends  are  the  only  pleafure  I 
"  am  fenfible  of :  you  have  aflifted  in  procuring  me 
"  that  pleafure :   tell  them   my  confidence  in  their 

courage  and  knowledge  of  what  they  are  capable 
"  of  doing  for  liberty,  Hands  me  in  Head  of  every 
"  thing,  and  confoles  me  in  all  my  misfortunes ;  tell 
*^  them  my  efteem,  my  attachment,  and  my  good 
"  wifhes,  will  follow  them  wherever  they  go.  Barba- 
"  roux's  hand-bill  gave  me  great  pleafure,"  &c. 

After  the  contents  of  the  faid  letters  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  faid  wife  of  Roland  was  one  of  the 
principal  agents  and  abettors  of  the  confpiracy. 

Thefe  things  confidered,  the  public  accufer  has 
drawn  up  the  prefent  indidlment  againft  Mary-Jane 
Phlipon,  the  wife  of  Roland,  heretofore  minifter  of 
the  Interior,  for  having  wickedly,  and  defignedly,  aided 
and  affifted  in  the  confpiracy  which  exifted  againft  the 
unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  againft  the  liberty 
and  fafety  of  the  French  people,  by  afiembling  at  her 
houfe,  in  fecret  council,  the  principal  chiefs  of  that  con- 
fpiracy, and  by  keeping  up  a  correfpondence  tending  to 
facilitate  their  liberticide  defigns. 

Wherefore  the  public  accufer  demands,  that  a  record 
be  made,  by  the  tribunal  aflembled,  of  the  accufation 
brought  by  him  againft  Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  the  wife  of 
Roland ;  and  that  in  confequence  he  be  ordered  with 
his  bcft  fpeed,  and  by  a  ferjeant  (huijfier)  of  the  tribunal, 
bearer  of  the  warrant,  to  take  the  faid  Mary- Jane  Phli- 
pon, wife  of  Roland,  into  cuftody,  and  to  lodge  her  in 
Part  11.  L  the 
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t\\t  houje  of  arreft  of  the  Conciergerie  at  Paris,  there  to 
temain  in  clofe  imprifonment ;  as  alfo  that  the  faid  war- 
rant be  notified  to  the  accufed,  and  to  the  tribunal  of 
Paris. 

Done,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  public  accufer,  this  fe- 
venteenth  of  Brumaire,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible. 

(Signed)  A.  Q^Fouqui£r. 

The  warrant  ifllied  againft  her  by  the  tribunal,  and 
the  minutes  of  the  delivery  of  her  perfon  in  the  houfe 
of  juftice  of  the  Conciergerie,  as  alfo  the  declaration  of 
the  jury  of  judgment,  importing : 

That  there  has  exifted  a  horrible  confpiracy  againft  the 
unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  republic,  the  liberty  and 
fafety  of  the  French  people  : 

That  Mary- Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Ro- 
land, is  convided  of  being  one  of  the  abettors  or  ac- 
complices of  that  confpiracy. 

The  tribunal,  after  having  heard  the  public  accufer 
deliver  his  reafons  concerning  the  application  of  the  law, 
condemns  Mary-Jane  Phlipon,  wife  of  John-Mary  Ro- 
land, ex-minifter,  to  the  punifliment  of  death,  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  the  fixteenth  of  December,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  which  has  been 
read,  and  which  is  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

"  The  National  Covention  decrees,  that  whoever 
Ihall  propofe  or  attempt  to  deftroy  the  unity  of  the 
French  republic,  or  to  detach  its  integral  parts  to 
unite  them  to  a  foreign  territory,  ftiall  be  punilhed  with 
death." 

Declares  the  property  of  the  faid  wife  of  Roland  con- 
I  fifcatcd 
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fifcated  to  the  life  of  the  nation,  in  conformity  with 
the  ]a\v  of  the  loth  of  March  Lift,  which  has  been  readj 
and  which  is  conceived  in  thefe  terms :  The  property 
of  thofe  who  fhall  be  condemned  to  the  puniQiment  of 
death,  (hall  be  confifcated  to  the  ufe  of  the  republic : 
a  provifion  fhall  be  made  for  fuch  widows  and  children 
as  have  no  property  of  their  own/' 

Orders  the  public  accufer  to  fee  that  the  prefent  fen- 
tence  be  put  in  execution,  within  twenty-four  hours,  on 
the  Place  de  la  Revolution  in  this  city,  and  to  be  printed 
and  pofted  up  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  re- 
public, wherever  need  may  be. 

Done,  and  pronounced  in  open  court,  the  eighteenth 
of  the  month  Brumaire,  the  fecond  year  of  the  French 
republic  j  prefent,  citizens  Rene- Francis  Dumas,  vice- 
prefident,  performing  the  fundtions  of  prefident;  Ga- 
briel Deliege,  Francis- Jofeph  Denifot,  and  Peter-Noel 
Subleyras,  judges ;  who  have  figned  the  minutes^  with 
WolfF,  clerk  of  the  court. 
Collated. 

A  true  copy,  delivered  by  the  underfigned. 

Paris,  fecretary  (Greffier,) 

Such  was  the  fentence  that  fent  to  the  fcafFold,  at 
.the  age  of  thirty-nine,  a  woman,  whofe  energetic  difpo- 
lition,  feeling  heart,  and  cultivated  mind,  rendered  her 
the  delight  and  admiration  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her 
death  refleds  equal  glory  on  her  fex,  and  difgrace  on 
i|ier  executioners. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  draw  her  character :  her 
iiy^ritings  exprefs  it  j  her  conduft  is  her  teftimony ;  and 
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hiftory  will  revenge  the  injuftice  of  her  contempora- 
ries. 

The  fentence  was  preceded  for  form's  fake,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  that  horrible  tribunal,  by  a 
mock  trial  ( debats )y  in  which  madam  Roland  was 
not  allowed  to  fpeak,  and  in  which  hired  ruffians  vo- 
mited forth  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies  before  other 
ruffians,  the  execrable  tools  of  Robefpierre,  fo  unwor- 
thily honoured  with  the  title  of  judges  and  jurors.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  detail  of  the  proceed- 
ings, which,  as  is  well  known,  muft  not  be  taken  in 
writing:  but  I  know  that  only  one  perfcn  paid  a  tri- 
bute to  truth,  and  that  he  was  fome  time  after  fent  on 
that  account  to  the  fcafFold.  I  mean  the  worthy  Le- 
cocq,  who  for  eight  months  only  had  lived  with  Roland 
as  a  fervant,  and  whofe  excellent  qualities  deferved  a 
better  fate. 

Madam  Roland  did  not  deceive  the  expedlatlons  of  her 
friends.  She  was  conduced  to  the  fcaffold  with  all  the 
calmnefs  of  a  great  mind,  fuperior  to  the  idea  of  death, 
and  pofTefling  fufficient  power  to  overcome  the  natural 
horror  of  immediate  diflblution.  To  exhibit  a  pifture  of 
her  laft  moments,  I  cannot  do  better  than  borrow  the  ele- 
gant and  imprelTive  pen  of  Roiuffe.  The  following  is  the 
account  he  gives  of  them  in  his  work  intituled  Memoires 
d*un  detenuy  pour  Jervir  a  Ihiftoire  de  la  tyrannie  de  Robe- 
Jpierre ;  a  work  which  will  furnifh  hiftory  with  more  than 
one  important  delineation,  and  which  will  never  be  read 
without  emotion. 

The  blood  of  the  twenty -two  was  ftill  warm  when 
madam  Roland  was  brought  to  the  Conciergerte,  Well 
aware  of  the  fate  that  awaited  her,  her  peace  of  mind 
6  continued, 
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continued  undifturbed.    Though  pad  the  prime  of  life, 
Ihe  was  dill  a  charming  woman :  fhe  was  tall  and  of 
elegant  make    and  her  countenance  was  exprefTive  ;  but 
her  misfortunes  and  long  confinement  had  left  traces 
•of  melancholy  on  her  face,  which  tempered  its  natu- 
ral vivacity.    She  had  the  foul  of  a  republican  in  a 
body  made  up  of  graces,  and  fafliioned  by  a  certain 
courtly  ftyle  of  politenefs.    Something  more  than  is  ge- 
nerally found  in  the  eyes  of  women  beamed  from  hers, 
which  were  large,  dark,  and  full  of  foftnefs  and  expref- 
fion.    She  often  fpoke  to  me  at  the  grate  with  the- 
freedom  and  energy  of  a  great  man.    This  republican 
language,  from  the  mouth  of  a  pretty  French  woman, 
for  whom  the  fcaffold  was  preparing,  was  one  of  the 
miracles  of  the  revolution  to  which  we  were  not  then 
accuftomed.     We  all  flood   liftening  round  her,  in 
admiration  and  aftonifhment.     Her  converfation  was 
ferious  without  being  cold  ;  and  fhe  exprefled  herfelf 
with  a  choice  of  words,  a  harmony  and  cadence,  that 
made  her  language  a  kind  of  mufic  with  which  the 
car  was  never  fatisfied.    She  always  fpoke  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  had  juft  been  put  to  death,  with  refped  ;  but 
(he  fpoke  of  them  at  the  fame  time  without  feminine  pity, 
and  even  reproached  them  with  not  having  adopted 
meafures  fufficiently  energetic.    She  generally  ftyled 
them  our  friendsy  and  often  Tent  for  Claviere  to  con- 
verfe  with  him.    Sometimes  her  fex  would  recover  the 
afccndance ;  and  it  was  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  recolle(5lion 
of  her  daughter  and  her  hufband  had  drawn  tears  from 
her  eyes.    This  mixture  of  natural  fofrnefs,  and  of  for- 
titude, rendered  her  the  more  interefling,    The  wo- 
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man  who  waited  on  her,  faid  to  me  one  day,  *  Before 
you  Jhe  calls  up  all  her  courage  \  hut  in  her  own  room Jhe 
Jometimes  ftands  for  hours  together  ^  leaning  againft  her  window 
and  weeping'  The  day  fhe  was  fentfor  to  be  examined, 
we  faw  her  pafs  with  her  ufual  firmnefs  j  but  when  fhe 
returned  the  tears  were  gliftening  in  her  eyes  :  fhe  had 
been  treated  with  fo  much  harflmefs,  and  qucftions  fo 
injurious  to  her  honour  had  been  afked  her,  that  her 
tears  and  her  indignation  had  burft  forth  together.  A 
mercenary  pedant  coldly  infulted  this  woman,  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  her  underftanding,  and  who,  at  the 
bar  of  the  National  Convention,  had  reduced  her  ene- 
mies to  filence,  and  forced  them  to  admire  the  eafy 
graces  of  her  eloquence.  She  remained  eight  days  at 
the  Conciergerie and  in  that  fhort  time  rendered  herfelf 
dear  to  all  the  prifoners,  who  fincerely  deplored  her  fate. 

The  day  (he  was  condemned,  fhe  was  neatly  drefT- 
ed  in  white  j  and  her  long  black  hair  flowed  loofely  to 
her  waift.  She  would  have  moved  the  mcfl  favage 
heart,  but  thofe  monfters  had  no  heart  at  all.  Her  drefs, 
however,  was  not  meant  to  excite  pity  i  but  was  chofen 
as  a  fymbol  of  the  purity  of  her  mind.  After  her  con- 
demnation, fhe  pafTed  through  the  wicket  with  a  quick 
ftep,  befpeaking  fomething  like  joy ;  and  indicated  by 
an  exprelTive  geflure,  that  fl:ie  was  condemned  to  die. 
She  had,  for  the  companion  of  her  misfortune,  a  man 
whofe  fortitude  was  not  equal  to  her  own,  but  whom 
Jhe  found  means  to  infpire  with  gaiety,  fo  cheering  and  fo 
real,  that  it  feveral  times  brought  a  fmile  upon  his  face. 

At  the  place  of  execution,  fhe  bowed  down  before  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty,  and  pronounced  thefe  memorable 
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words :  0  Liberty,  how  many  crimes  are  committed  in  thy 
name ! 

She  often  fald,  that  her  hufband  would  not  furvive  her 
and  foon  after  we  learned  in  our  dungeons,  that  the  vir- 
tuous  Roland  had  killed  himfclfon  the  public  road,  there- 
by indicating  liis  wiOi  to  die  irreproachable  in  regard  to 
courageous  hofpicality. 

My  heart,  though  fuffering  many  cruel  torments  in 
that  horrible  abode,  felt  nothing  more  feverely  than 
the  pang  occafioned  by  the  death  of  that  celebrated  wo- 
man.— The  remembrance  of  her  murder,  added  to 
that  of  my  unfortunate  friends,  will  make  my  mind  a  prey 
to  inconfolable  forrow  to  the  lafl  period  of  my  exiftence. 


IND  OF  THE  SECOND  PART* 
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SUPPLEMENT*. 

^he  Examination  of  Citizennejs  Roland  at  the  Alley y  taken 
from  Dulaure's  paper  called  the  Thermometre  du  Jour^  of 
the  i\fi  and  lid  June,  1793. 

I  confide r  it  as  an  indifpenfable  duty,  whatever  may 
be  the  prejudices  of  the  public,  to  afford  to  perfons  ac- 
cufed  the  means  of  making  known  their  juftification. 
This  induces  me  to  publifli  the  examination  of  ma- 
dam Roland.  None  but  cowards,  and  men  ftrangers 
to  equity,  can  blame  this  condud.  Dulaure. 

The  1 2th  of  June^  Louvet,  an  adminiftrator  of  the 
police,  repaired  to  the  Abbey  to  examine  madam 
Roland. 

^ejlion.  Are  you  not  acquainted  with  the  troubles 
which  agitated  the  republic  during  and  after  the  admi- 
niilration  of  citizen  Roland,  your  hulband  ? 

Anfwer.  Thofe  things  were  known  to  me,  as 
to  every  one  elfe,  by  converfations  and  the  public 
papers. 

Ohferved,  This  negative  manner  of  anfwering  a 
queftion  is  not  fatisfadory,  newfpapers  not  giving  that 
intimate  knowledge  which  I  muft  certainly  have  had  of 
public  affairs. 

*  This  piece  probably  was  inferted  in  the  pare  of  the  Hiflorical 
■  Memoirs  which  was  burnt.    It  has  been  thought  proper  to  give  it 
here  by  way  of  fupplcment. 

Anfwer. 
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jinfwer.  I  was  not  bound  to  acquire  any  fuch  know* 
ledge,  fince  as  a  woman  I  had  no  bufinefs  to  interfere 
in  them. 

^lejlion.  Had  you  no  knowledge  of  a  plan  for  a  fe- 
derative republic,  and  for  detaching  the  departments 
from  Paris  ? 

Jnfxer.  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing :  I  can  fay, 
on  the  contrary,  that  Roland,  and  all  the  perfons  I 
was  in  the  habit  of  feeing,  conftantly ,  fpoke  in  my 
prefence  of  the  expediency  of  maintaining  the  unity  of 
the  republic,  as  tending  to  give  it  greater  force ;  of 
the  confequent  neceffity  of  preferving  an  equilibrium 
between  all  the  departments ;  of  their  wifh  that  Pa- 
ris might  do  nothing  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
reft  5  of  their  defire  to  lee  jujlice  and  liberty  prevail 
throughout  France,  and  to  concur  in  the  maintenance 
of  them. 

Ohferved.  That  if  thofe  perfons  fpoke  of  juftice  and 
liberty  without  equality^  their  principles  were  repre- 
henfible. 

Anfwer.  In  my  opinion,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  per- 
fons in  queftion,  equality  is  the  necelTary  confequence  of 
juftice  and  liberty, 

Siueftion.  Who  were  the  perfons  that  compofed  Ro- 
land s  fociety  and  yours  ? 

ylnjwer.  His  old  friends,  and  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  bufinefs  to  tranfadl. 

Ohferved.  That  it  would  be  defirable  to  know  the 
names  of  the  citizens  and  perfons  of  my  own  fcx  with 
whom  I  was  in  the  greateft  habits  of  intimacy. 

Anfwer,  Thofe  with  whom  I  was  moft  intimate  are 

generally 
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generally  known,  and  moft  afluredly  nobody  came  to  my 
houfe  in  fecret. 

Ohjerved,  That  I  could  certainly  name  thofe  who 
the  moft  frequently  vifitcd  the  minifter,  and  formed  his 
private  parties. 

Anjwer.  As  a  man  in  office,  Roland  fometimes  re- 
ceived a  hundred  perfons  in  a  day,  not  one  of  whom 
I  faw.  As  to  myfelf,  I  never  had  any  extenfive  circle  of 
vifitors;  but  fometimes  gave  a  dinner  to  my  hufband's 
colleagues,  and  to  the  perfons  with  whom  they  were 
in  any  way  connedled. 

^ejiion.  Had  you  no  knowledge  of  writings  fent  to 
the  departments  to  provoke  them  to  rife  againft  Paris  ? 

Anjwer.  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing. 

Objerved,  That  Roland  while  minifter  had  however 
formed  offices  of  'public  opnion  in  the  departments, 
and  it  appeared  that  fums  of  money  were  fet  apart  for 
the  purpofe. 

Anjwer.  The  firft  part  of  the  obfervation  appears  to 
me  abfolutely  deftitute  of  foundation.  As  to  the  fecond, 
every  body  knows  the  minifter  of  the  Interior  was 
allowed  a  fum  of  money  in  order  to  difperfe  ufeful 
writings ;  and  as  Roland  has  given  in  his  accounts,  it 
is  eafy  to  fee ,  what  writings  were  fent  to  the  depart- 
ments. 

^ejiion.  Can  you  not  name  thofe  writings  ?  You  muft 
certainly  know  what  they  were. 

Anjwer.  The  accounts  being  public,  and  having  been 
pofted  up,  any  one  may  recur  to  them  for  a  more  ex- 
ad  lift  of  thofe  writings  than  I  am  able  to  give.  As 
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to  their  contents,  It  belongs  to  the  public,  and  not  to 
me,  to  decide  upon  their  merit. 

Qhferved,  That  Roland  could  not  have  given  in  his 
accounts,  fince  he  fo  earneftly  folicited  permiflion  to  do 
fo,  when  defirous  of  leaving  Paris. 

Anjwer,  Not  wifliing  to  fuppofe  the  perfon  who 
examines  me  has  any  bad  intention,  I  can  only  attri- 
bute the  prefent  obfervation  to  an  extreme  ignorance  of 
fa(5l:s.  Roland  not  only  delivered  a  monthly  account 
to  the  convention,  but  on  going  out  of  office,  gave 
in  a  general  account,  in  which  every  thing  was  de- 
tailed in  the  moft  particular  manner.  What  he  fo- 
licited was  the  pafling  of  thofe  accounts,  that  is  to  fay, 
their  invefligation  by  the  commilfioners  of  the  con- 
vention, and  fuch  a  report  of  them  to  that  aflembly 
as  they  might  appear  to  deferve.  The  committee  of 
public  accounts  in  confequence  impofed  this  talk  on  fe- 
veral  of  its  members. 

I  added,  I  knew  that  they  had  come  repeatedly  to 
the  hotel  of  the  Interior;  that  they  had  examined 
the  minutes  and  vouchers  3  had  been  edified,  as  they 
needs  mud,  by  the  adminiftration  of  a  man  whofe  in- 
tegrity and  courage  would  long  be  the  theme  of  pralfe ; 
that  it  was  Roland's  moft  earneft  defire,  as  well  as 
mine,  that  the  commifiioners  fhould  make  their  re- 
port, and  that  I  begged  all  good  citizens  to  join  me  in 
my  endeavours  to  obtain  it. 

[I  was  interrupted  in  this  anfwer  :  it  was  thought  too 
long ;  and  I  was  accufed  of  being  acrimonious.  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  I  availed  myfelf  of  my  rights,  and  that  there 

was 
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was  no  acrimony  in  informing  thofe  who  were  igno- 
rant of  Roland's  having  given  in  his  accounts,  that  he 
had  done  fo  long  ago.] 

^leflion.  Among  your  acquaintance  was  there  no 
friend  of  Dumouriez  ? 

Anfwer.  There  was  nobody  intimate  with  him,  to  the 
bed  of  my  knowledge,  among  thofe  I  was  in  the  habit 
of  feeing. 

^leftion.  Have  you  had  no  connexion  with  traitors  ? 

Anfujcr,  All  the  perfons  I  was  acquainted  with,  were 
fo  noted  for  their  patriotifm,  that  it  was  impoflible  even 
to  fufpedl  them  of  any  intercourfe  with  traitors. 
'  9ueftion,  Do  you  know  where  your  hufband  is  I 

Jn/wer,  I  do  not. 

S^uefiion,  Were  you  not  privy  to  a  plan  for  diflblving 
the  popular  focieties  ? 

Anji-oer.  Nobody  in  my  prefcnce  ever  difclofcd  fuch  a 
plan,  or  opinions  tending  that  way. 

Here,  after  a  confinement  of  twelve  days,  for  which 
no  motive  had  been  alTigned,  ended  my  examination, 
without  my  being  told  of  what  I  was  accufed  or  fuf- 
pedted,  and  confequendy  without  my  knowing  on  what 
fa^ls  I  was  to  be  queftioned. 

Confident  that  I  had  nothing  to  lofe  by  telling  the 
truth  concerning  my  fentiments,  and  all  the  perfons  with 
whom  I  had  been  acquainted,  I  neglected  to  avail  my- 
felf  of  my  rights,  and  gave  a  plain  and  dired  anfwer  to 
every  thing  that  was  afked. 

The  examination  was  upon  two  fhcets  of  paper :  my 
fignature  was  required  at  the  end  only.  I  demanded  a 
copy,  and  was  promifed  it  the  next  day :    nine  are 

however 
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however  pafled,  and  I  have  not  yet  received  it,  al- 
though I  have  fent  to  afk  for  it  four  times.  But, 
on  leaving  the  adminiftrator,  I  committed  to  paper  all 
that  had  pafled.  I  am  fure  I  have  exaftly  related 
every  thing  that  was  faid ;  and  I  fign  Roland^  formerly 
Phlipn. 


End  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Second  Part. 


"The  following  Books  may  he  had  of  J.  Johnson,  St,  TauTs 
Church-Tardy  J.  De  Boffe,  Gerrard-fireet \  and 
J.  Remnant,  Holborn. 


I. 

LISTE  generale  et  alphabetique  des  Noms,  Ages,  Qualites, 
Emplois  et  Demeures  de  tous  les  CONbPIRATEURS 
qui  ont  ete  condamncs  a  mort  par  le  Tribunal  Revolution- 
nairc,  etabli  a  Paris  par  la  Loi  du  17  Aout,  1792,  et  par  le 
fecond  Tribunal,  etabli  a  Paris  par  la  Loi  du  10  Mars,  1793, 
pourjuger  tous  les  Ennemis  de  la  Patrie ;  avec  I'Extrait  des 
Motifs  d'Accufation,  ou  du  Prononce  des  Sentences,  et  la 
Date  de  leur  Execution:  enfemble,  rA6le  d'Accufation  contre 
Carrier,  Depute  a  la  Convention,  et  contre  les  Membres  da 
Comite  Revolutionnaire  de  Nantes;  la  Defence  du  dit  Carrier, 
I'Audition  des  Temoins,  et  la  Sentence  de  Mort  contre  ce  Rc- 
prefentant  et  fes  Complices. 

Lifi  contains  the  Names  of  nearly  3000  Pcrfcns,  of  every 
Defcriptien  and  Country ,  Princes,  Dukes,  Lords,  Members  of  the 
Conflituent  Affcmhly  and  Convention,  Magijirates,  Farmers  Ge- 
neral, Bankers,  and  private  Individuals,  who  have  been  guillotined 
at  Paris, 

II. 

La  VIE  du  GENERAL  DUMOURIEZ,  ecrite  par  lui- 
jneme,  en  trois  Tomes.  i2mo.  15s. 

III. 

COUP  d'OElL  POLITIQUE,  fur  I'Avenir  de  la  France, 
par  le  meme.  2s.  6d. 

IV. 

Aux  ASSEMBLEES  PRIMAIRES  de  FRANCE.  Suite 
du  Coup  d'CEil  Politique  fur  I'Avenir  de  la  France,  par  Ic 
meme,  2s.  6d. 

V. 

LETTRE  du  GENERAL  DUMOURIEZ  au  Traduc- 
teur  de  I'Hiftoire  de  fa  Vie.   2S.  6d. 


•  VL 

EXAMENd'un  ECRIT,  &c.  par  le  memc.  is. 
VII. 

De  La  REPUBLIQUE.  Suite  du  Coup  d'CEil  Polit^ue 
fur  TAvenir  de  la  France,  par  le  meme.  as.  6d. 

VIIL 

QUELQUES  NOTICES  pour  FHiftoir-,  et  le  Reclt  de 
mes  Perils  depuis  le  ^i  Mai,  1793.  J^^"  Baptifte  Louvet,  Tun 
des  Reprefentans  profcrits  en  1793.  4^* 

IX. 

NOTICE  fur  la  VIE  de  SIEYES  par  lui-meme.  2s.  6d. 

X. 

ESQUISSE  d'un  Tableau  Hiflorique  des  PROGRES  do 
rESPRiT  HUMAIN,  Ouvragc  Pofthume  de  M.  de  Cou- 
dorcet.  5s. 

XI. 

QUELQUES  CHAPITRES  par  Honore  RioufFe.  is.  6d. 

XIL 

Des  ASSASSIN  ATS  et  des  VOLS  POLITIQUES:  par 
Guillaume  Thomas  Raynal.  2s. 

XIIL 

COUP  d^CEIL  POLITIQUE,  fur  les  Puiffances  Neu- 
trcs  dans  le  Nord."  is. 

XIV. 

NOUVEAU  RECUEIL  des  Deduaions,  Memoires,  De- 
clarations, Lettres,  Traites,  et  autrcs  AS.cs  et  Ecrits  publics, 
qui  ont  ete  rediges  et  publics  ponr  la  Cour  de  PrufTe,  par  le 
Miniftre  d'Etat  Comte  de  Hertzberg,  dans  les  Annees  1789  et 
1790.  4s. 

XV. 

Les  CHEVALIERS  du  CYGNE,  ou  la  Cour  de  Charle« 
niagne ;  Conte  Hiftorique  et  Moral  pour  fervir  de  Suite  aux 
Vcillees  du  Chateau,  &;c.  &c.  par  Mad.  de  Genlis,  Auteur 
d'Adele  et  Theodore,  &cc.  &c, 

^\  B.  Ankles  II.  IIL  VIIL  IX.  X  XF.  maybe  had  in  Engllfh, 
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PART  TH!':  THIRD. 


P  R  I  VA  T  E    ME  M  O  I  R  S. 


SECTION  L 

Prifon  of  St.  Pclagie, 
Aug.  9,  1793, 

X^H  E  daughter  of  an  artift,  the  wife  of  a  maa 
of  letters  (who  afterwards  became  a  minifter,  and 
remained  an  honeft  man),  now  a  prifo:«  ^r,  dellined 
perhaps  to  a  violent  and  unexpected  death,  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  happinefs  and  with  ad- 
verfity,'!  have  feen  glory  at*  hand,  and  I  have  ex- 
perienced injuftice. 

3orn  in  an  obfcure  ftation,  but  of  honeft  pa- 
rents, I  fpent  my  youth  in  the  bofom  of  the  fine 
arts,  nouriflied  by  the  charms  of  ftudy,  and  igno- 
rant of  all  fuperiori  ty  but  that  of  merit,  of  all  great- 
Jiefs  but  that  of  virtue. 

Arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  I  loft  all  hopes  of 
that  fortune  which  might  have  placed  me  in  a 
condition  fuitable  to  the  education  I  had  received. 
A  marriage  with  a  refpedlable  man  appeared  to 
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compenfate  this  lofs ;  it  ferved  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  new  misfortunes. 

A  gentle  difpofition,  a  ftrong  mind,  a  folid  un- 
derftanding,  an  extremely  affedionate  heart,  and 
an  exterior  which  announced  thefe  qualities,  ren- 
dered m.e  dear  to  all  thofe  with  whom  I  was  ac- 
quainted. The  fituation  into  which  I  have  been 
thrown  has  created  me  enemies;  perfonaily  I  have 
none  :  to  thofe  who  have  fpokcn  the  worft  of  me 
I  am  utterly  unknovv'n. 

It  is  fo  true  that  tilings  are  feldom  what  they 
appear  to  be,  that  the  periods  of  my  life  in  which 
I  have  felt  tl:e  moft  plea^ure,  or  experienced  the 
greateft  vexation,  were  often  the  very  contrary  of 
thofe  that  others  might  have  fuppofed  :  the  fo- 
lution  is,  that  happinefs  depends  on  the  affedions 
more  than  on  events. 

It  is  my  purpvde  to  emiploy  the  leifure  of  my 
captivity  in  retracing  what  has  happened  to  me 
from  my  tcndercfl:  infancy  to  the  prefent  moment. 
Thus  to  tread  over  again  ail  the  fleps  of  our 
career,  is  to  live  a  fecond  time;  and  what,  in  the 
gloom  of  a  prifon,  can  we 'do  better  than  to  tranf- 
port  our  exiflence  elfewhere  by  pleafing  fidions,  or 
by  the  rccolledion  of  interefting  occurrences i 

If  we  gain  iefs  experience  -by  ailing,  than  by 
reilefting  on  what  we,  fee  and  do,  mine  will  be 
greatly  augmented  by  my  prefent  undertaking. 

Public  atfairs,  and  my  own  private  fcntiments, 
afforded  me  ample  matter  for  thinking,  and  fubjecls 
enough  for  my  pen,  during  tv^/o  months  innprifon- 
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n^.cnt,  without  obliging  me  to  liave  recourfe  to 
diftant  times.  Accordingly,  the  firfl  iive  weeks  were 
devoted  to  my  Hiftoric  Notices^  which  formed  perhaps 
no  uninterefting  colledlion.  They  have  juft  been 
deftroyed  ;  and  I  have  felt  all  the  bitternefs  of  a 
lofs,  which  I  fhalJ  never  repair.  But  I  (hould  de- 
fpife  myfelf,  could  I  fuf^er  my  mind  to  fink  in  any 
circuriiftances  whatever.  In  all  the  troubles  1  have 
experienced,  the  mod  lively  impreffion  of  forrow  has 
beenalmoft  immediately  accom.panied  by  the  ambi- 
tion of  oppofing  my  ftrength  to  the  evil,  and  of  fur- 
mounting  it  either  by  doing  good  to  others,  or  by 
exerting  my  own  fortitude  to  the  utm.oft.  Thus 
misfortune  may  purfue,  but  cannot  overwhelm  me  ; 
tyrants  may  perfecute,  but  never,  no  never  fhall  they 
debafe  me.  'M.y  H^fioric  Notices  are  gone  :  I  mean  to 
write  my  Memoirs  ;  and,  prudently  accommodating 
myfelt  to  my  w^eaknefs,  at  a  moment  when  my  feel- 
ings are  acute,  I  fhall  talk  of  m.y  own  perfon,  that 
my  thoughts  may  be  the  lefs  at  hoirjc.  I  fliall  ex- 
hibit m.y  fair  and  my  uniavourable  fide  with  equal 
freedom.  He  who  dares  not  fpeak  well  of  him- 
felf  is  almofl  always  a  coward,  who  knows  and 
dreads  the  ill  that  may  be  laid  of  him;  and 
he  who  hefitates  to  confefs  his  faults,  has  neither 
fpirit  to  vindicate,  nor  virtue  to  repair  them. 
Thus  frank  with  refped  to  myfelf,  I  ihall  not 
be  fcrupulous  in  regard  toothers:  father,  moiher, 
friends,  hufband,  I  lhall  paint  them  all  in  their 
proper  colours,  or  in  the  colours  at  leafr  in  which 
they  appeared  to  m.e. 
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While  I  remained  in  a  quiet  and  retired  flation-y 
my  natural  fenfibility  fo  abforbed  my  other  quali- 
ties, that  it  difplayed  itfeJf  alone,  or  governed  all 
the  reil.  My  firfl  obje6ts  were  to  pleafe  and  to 
do  good.  I  was  a  little  like  that  good  man,  Mr.  de 
Gourville,  of  whom  Madame  de  Sevigne  faid,  that 
the  love  of  his  neighbour  cut  off  half  his  words: 
nor  was  I  undefervivg  of  the  charafter  given  me  by 
Sainte-Lette,  who  faid,  that  though  poffefled  of 
wit  to  point  an  epigram,  1  never  fuffered  one  to- 
efcape  my  lips. 

Since  the  energy  of  my  eharacler  has  been  un- 
folded by  circumftances,  by  po/itical  and  other 
florms,  my  franknefs  takes  place  of  every  thing, 
Vv^ithout  confidering  too  nicely  the  little  fcratches  it 
may  give  in  its  way.  Still,  however,  I  deal  not  in 
epigrams ;  they  indicate  a  mind  pleafed  at  irritating 
others  by  fatirical  obiervations  j  and,  as  to  me,  I 
never  yet  could  find  amufement  in  killing  flies. 
But  I  love  to  do  juilice  by  tlie  utterance  of  truths, 
and  refrain  not  from  the  moft  fevere,  in  pre  fence  of 
the  parties  concerned,  without  fuffering  myfelf  to  be 
alarmed,  or  moved,  or  angry,  whatever  m.ay  be  the 
effecls  they  produce. 

Gatien  Phlipon,  my  father,- was  by  profefTion  aii^ 
engraver;  he  alfo  profeiied  painting,  and  applied 
himfelf  to  that  in  enamel,,  lefs  from  tafle  than  ex- 
pectation of  profit:  but  the  fire  which  enamelling, 
requires  agreeing  neither  with  his  fight  nor  his 
Gonftitution,  he  was  obliged  to  reiinquifh  that 
branch  of  the  art.    He  confined  himfelf  therefore 
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to  the  firft,  the  profits  of  which  were  moderate. 
But,  though  he  was  induftrious,  though  the  times 
Were  favourable  to  the  exercife  of  his  art,  though 
he  had  much  bufinefs,  and  though  he  employed 
a  confiderahle  number  of  workmen,  the  defire  of 
making  a  fortune  induced  him  to  enfer  into  trade. 
He  purchafed  diamonds^  and  other  jewels,  or 
took  them  in  payment  from  the  tradefmen  who 
employed  him,  to  fell  them  again  when  opportu- 
nities might  occur.  I  mention  this  circumftance, 
becaufe  I  have  obferved,  that  ambition  is  gene- 
rally fatal  to  all  clafles  of  men  ;  for  the  few  whofe 
wifhes  it  crowns  with  fuccefs,  multitudes  become 
its  vidims.  The  example  of  my  father  will  afford 
me  more  than  one  application  of  this  maxim. 
His  art  was  fufficient  to  procure  him  a  com- 
fortable fubfiftence  ^  he  went  in  purfuit  of  riches, 
and  met  with  ruin  on  his  way, 

Strong  and  healthy,  a6live  and  vain,  he  loved 
his  wife,  and  was  fond  of  drefs.  Without  learn- 
ing, he  had  that  fuperficial  degree  of  tafte  and 
knowledge  which  the  fine  arts  never  fail  to  give^ 
however  inferior  the  line  in  which  they  are  pur- 
fued.  Accordingly^  in  fpite  of  his  regard  for 
Wealth,  and  whatever  could  procure  it,  though 
he  trafficked  with  tradefmen,  he  formed  con- 
nexions with  artifts,  painters,  and  fculptors  alone. 
He  led  a  very  regular  life  while  his  ambition  was 
kept  within  bounds,  and  had  fuffered  no  reverfe 
of  fortune.  He  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  virtuous 
man,  but  he  had  a  great  deal  of  what  is  called 
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honour.  He  would  have  had  no  objedion  to 
felling  a  thing  for  more  than  it  was  worth,  but 
he  would  have  killed  himfelf  rather  than  not 
pay  the  ftipulated  price  of  what  he  had  agreed 
to  purchafe. 

Margaret  Bimont  his  wife,  brought  him,  as  a 
dower,  very  little  money,  but  a  heavenly  mind, 
and  a  charming  figure.  The  eldeft  of  fix  chil- 
dren, to  whom  (be  had  been  a  fecond  mother, 
flie  married  at  fix-and-twenty,  only  to  refign  her 
place  to  her  fiflers.  Her  affectionate  heart  and 
captivating  miad  ought  to  have  procured  her  an 
union  with  a  man  of  delicate  feelings  and  an 
enlightened  underilanding ;  but  her  parents  propofed 
to  her  an  honeft  man,  whofe  talents  infured  her  a 
fubfiftence,  and  her  reafon  accepted  him.  Inftead  of 
that  happinefs,  which  (he  could  not  expe6l,  (he  was 
ienfible  that  fhe  diould  be  able  to  attain  domeftic 
quiet,  its  mo-ft  defirable  fubflitute.  It  is  a  proof  of 
vvlfdom  to  be  able  to  contradl:  our  defires  :i  enjoy- 
ments are  always  more  rare  than  is  imagined 
but  virtue  is  never  without  its  confolation, 

I  was  theirfeeond  child.  My  father  and  mother 
had  feven ;  but  all  the  reft  died  at  nurfe,  or  from 
accidents  in  coming  into  the  world  i  and  my 
mother  fometimes  took  a  pkafure  in  remarking^ 
that  I  was  the  only  one  from  whom  fhe  had  expe- 
rienced no  difafter ;  for  her  delivery  had  been  as 
happy  as  her  pregnancy  :  it  feem.ed  as  if  I  had 
contributed  to  eftablifli  her  health. 

An  aunt  of  my  father  feleded  for  me,  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  Arpajon,  whither  (lie  made  fie- 
qucnt  excurfions  in  the  rummer,  a  healthy  and  vvell- 
difpofed  nurie,  who  was  much  eileemed  in  the 
place,  and  the  more  ib,  bccaulc  her  hufband's  bru- 
tality rendered  her  unhappy,  without  making  her 
alter  her  difpofition  or  her  condu6l.  Madame  Bef- 
nard  (for  that  was  the  name  of  my  great  aunt)  had 
no  children  ;  her  huiband  was  my  godfather;  and 
they  both  looked  upon  me  as  their  ,  own  daughter. 
Their  kindnefs  to  me  has  been  conflant  and  inva- 
riable ;  they  are  ftill  alive  ;  and  in  the  decline  of  life 
are  overwhelmed  with  forrow,  lamenting  the  fate 
of  their  darling  niece,  in  whom  they  had  placed 
their  hopes  and  their  glory.  Aged  and  refpecflable 
friends,  be  comiforted  :  it  is  given  to  few  to  com- 
plete thei-r  career  in  that  filence  and  tranquillity 
which  attend  you.  I  am  not  unecual  to  the  mif- 
fortunes  that  ailail  me,  nor  ihall  I  ever  ceafe  to  ho- 
nour your  virtues. 

The  vigilance  of  my  nnrfc  was  encouraged  or  re- 
compenfed  by  the  kindnefs  of  my  good  relations ; 
her  zeal  and  fuccefs  procured  her  the  friendfhip 
of  my  whole  family;  nor  did  (he,  as  long  as  Hic 
lived,  ever  fuubr  two  years  to  elapfe,  without 
taking  a  journey  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to  fee  m.e. 
Sl)e  haftened  to  me  when  flie  heard  that  a  cruel 
death  had  deprived  me  of  my  mother.  I  ftill 
recoiled  her  fudden  a[>pearance  :  I  was  confined 
to  my  bed  with  afflidion ;  and  as  her  prefencc  re- 
called a  recent  calamity,  the  firft  misfortune  of 
my  life,  very  forcibly  to  my  mind,  I  fell  into 
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touvulfions,  which  terrified  her  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that  (he  withdrew,  and  I  law  her  no  more :  loon 
after  flie  died.  I  iiad  been  to  vifit  her  at  the 
cottage  in  which  fhe  fuckled  me,  and  liftened  with 
emotion  to  the  tales  which  her  good  natured  fim- 
pUcity  took  a  pleafure  in  teUing,  while  pointing  out 
the  places  I  had  preferred,  and  relating  the  tricks  I 
had  played  her,  with  the  froliciome  gaiety  of  which 

Ihe  was  ftlll  entertained.  At  two  years  of  age 

I  was  brought  home  to  my  father's.  I  have  fre- 
quently been  told  of  the  furprife  I  teftlfied  at 
the  lighting  of  the  lamps,  which  I  called  "  Pretty 
bottles of  my  repugnance  to  make  ufe  of  what 
is  called  2^/pot'de'chambre^  for  a  purpofe  for  which 
the  corner  of  the  garden  had  always  ferved  mej 
and  of  the  air  of  ridicule  with  which  I  pointed  to 
the  falad-difnes  and  terrenes^  alking  if  they  too  were 
made  for  the  fame  ufe.  Thefe  httle  anecdotes,  and 
others  of  equal  importance,  intercfting  to  nurfes, 
and  fit  only  to  be  related  to  uncles  and  aunts,  fliall 
be  pafTed  over  in  filence ;  nor  will  it  be  expeded 
that  I  (hould  here  depid  a  little  brunette,  of  two 
years  of  age,  whofe  dark  hair  fell  in  graceful  ring- 
lets over  a  face  animated  with  a  glowing  com* 
plexion,  and  breathing  the  happinefs  of  that  age  of 
which  it  wore  the  ruddy  livery.  I  know  a  better 
moment  for  drav>ring  my  portrait,  and  I  am  not  fo 
injudicious  as  to  anticipate  it  here. 

The  difcretion,  and  other  excellent  quaHties,  of 
my  mother,  foon  gave  her  an  afcendancy  over  my 
mild  and  affectionate  difpofition,  which  flie  never 
*  employed 
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cntployed  but  for  my  good.    So  great  was  this 
afceadancy,  that  in  thofe  little  dlfputes,  unavoid- 
able between  authoritative  reafon  and  relifting  in- 
fancy, (lie  never  found  it  necelfary  to  inflid  any 
other  punilLment  than  thpj:  of  gravely  calling  mc 
Mademoijelle,  and  fixing  on  me  an  eye  of  reproof. 
I  ftill  feel  the  impreflion  made  upon  me  by  her 
look,  at  other  times  fo  affeclionate ;  I  ftill  hear, 
with  a  palpitating  heart,  the  word  Mademoifdie 
fubftituted,  with  heart-rending  dignity,  for  the  kind 
name  of  daughter,  or  the  eiogant  appellation  of 
Manon,    Yes,  Manon  ;  for  fo  I  was  called.    I  am 
forry  for  the  lovers  of  romance  :  there  is  certainly 
nothing  noble  in  the  name,  nor  is  it  at  all  fuitable  ta 
a  heroine  of  the  lofty  kind  ;  but  it  was  mine;  and^ 
as  an  hiftorian,  I  cannot  difguife  the  truth : — be- 
fide?,  the  ears  of  the  moft  dehcate  would  have 
been  reconciled  to  this  name,  had  they  heard  it 
pronounced  by  my  mother,  and  feen  the  objed  ta 
^'hich  it  was  addreiTcd,    What  exprefiion  could 
want  elegance,  when  conveyed  in  her  ajflfecfi:ionatc 
tones  ?   And  when  her  touching  voice  made  its 
way  to  my  heart,  did  it  not  teach  me  to  refemblc 
fo  amiable  a  parent  ? 

Lively,  without  being  turbulent  or  troublefome^ 
and  naturally  of  a  refleclive  turn  of  mind,  Idefired 
nothing  more  than  to  be  ein]:»loyed,  and  readily 
laid  hold  of  every  idea  that  was  held  out  to  me. 
This  difpofition  wa?  turned  to  fo  good  account,, 
that  I  never  remember  having  been  taught  to 
?ead.    1  have  been  told,  that  at  four  years  old  the 
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bufinefs  was  in  a  manner  completed,  and  that  the 
trouble  of  teaching  me  was  over  at  that  epoch,  fince 
all  that  was  in  future  necelfary,  was  not  to  let  me 
w^ant  a  fupply  of  books.  Whatever  they  were  that 
v/ere  put  into  my  hands-,  or  that  I  could  any  where 
meet  Vv^th,  they  were  fure  to  engrofs  all  my  atten- 
tion, which  could  no  longer  be  called  away  by  any 
thing  but  a  nofegay.  The  fight  of  a  flower  de- 
lights my  imagination,  and  flatters  my  fenfes  to 
an  inexprcflible  degree ;  it  awakens  me  to  a 
luxurious  confcioufnefs  of  my  exiftence.  Under 
the  tranquil  flielter  of  my  paternal  roof,  I  was 
happy  from  my  infancy  with  flowers  and  books : 
in  the  narrow  confines  of  a  prifon,  amidft  the 
chains  impofed  by  the  moft  fhocking  tyranny,  I 
forget  the  injuftice  of  men,  their  follies,  and  my 
misfortunes,  v/ith  books  and  flowers. 

It  was  too  good  an  opportunity  of  making  me 
acquainted  wnth  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments, 
and  with  the  Catechifm,  both  great  and  fmall,  to 
be  neglc6Lcd.  I  learned  every  thing  it  was  thought 
proper  to  give  me,  and  fliould  have  repeated  the 
Koran  had  I  been  taught  to  read  it.  I  remember 
a  painter  of  the  name  of  Guibol,  who  afterwards 
I'ettled  at  Studgard>  and  whofe  panegyric  on 
Pouffin,  which  obtained  the  prize  from  the  aca- 
demy of  Houen,  fell  into  my  hands  a  few  years 
ago.  He  ufed  to  come  frequently  to  m.y  father's, 
and  was  a  merry  fellow,  who  told  me  many  ex- 
travagant tales,  which  I  have  not  forgotten,  and 
by  which  I  was  exceedingly  amufed  s  nor  was  he 
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Wis  diverted  with  making  me  difplay  my  flender 
flock  of  knowledge  in  my  turn.  1  think  I  fee 
him  now,  with  a  figure  bordering  on  the  grotefquc, 
fitting  in  an  armed  chair,  taking  me  between  his 
knees,  on  which  I  refled  my  elbows,  and  making 
me  repeat  St.  Athayiafims  creed ;  then  rewarding 
my  compliance  with  tlie  ftory  of  Tanger^  whofe 
nofe  was  to  long,  that  he  was  obliged,  when  he 
walked,  to  twill  it  round  his  arm  :  this  is  not  the 
mofh  abfurd  contrafc  that  might  \)Z  exhibited. 

When  feven  years  old,  1  was  fent  every  Sunday 
to  the  pariQi-church  to  attend  catechijm^  as  it  is 
called,  in  order  to  prepare  me  for  confirmation^ 
From  the  prefent  courfe  of  things,  it  is  poffible 
tliat  they  who  read  this  paflage  may  afk  w4iat  I 
mean.  1  will  inform  them.  In  the  corner  of  a 
church,  chapel,  or  charnel-houfe,  a  few  rows  of 
chairs,  or  benches,  extending  to  a  certain  length, 
were  placed  oppofite  to  each  other.  A  fufficient 
opening  was  referved  in  the  middle,  in  which  was 
placed  a  feat  fomewhat  higher  than  the  reft.  This 
was  the  curule  chair  of  the  young  prieft,  whofc 
ofiice  it  was.  to  inftrucl  the  children  that  attended. 
They  were  made  to  repeat  by  heart  the  epiftle 
and  gofpel  for  the  day,  the  collevft,  and  fuch  a 
portion  of  the  catechifm  as  was  appointed  for  their 
weekly  tafk.  When  the  children  were  numerous, 
the  catechifing  prieft  had  a  little  clerk,  who  heard 
them  repeat  their  lefTons,  while  the  mafter  took 
upon  himfelf  to  explain  the  queftions  efientlal  to 
the  fubjed.    In  fome  parifhes  the  children  of  both 
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Icxes  attended  together,  and  were  only  placed  on 
feparate  forms ;  but  in  general  their  hours  of  in- 
ftrudion  v;ere  entirely  diftincl.  The  pious  ma- 
trons to  whom  the  children  belonged,  always 
greedy  of  the  bread  of  the  word,  however  coarfely 
prepared,  were  prefent  at  thefe  leftures,  feated 
according  to  their  ages,  as  well  as  at  the  preparation 
for  being  confirmed,  and  receiving  the  firft  commu- 
nion. Tlie  zealous  paftors  alfo  occasionally  made 
their  appearance  amidft  their  young  flock,  who 
were  taught  to  rife  refpeftfylly  at  their  approach- 
They  put  a  few  queftions  to  the  befl:  drefled,  in 
order  to  afceriain  the  progrels  they  had  made. 
The  mothers  of  thofe  who  were  interrogated,  were 
puffed  up  with  pride  at  the-diftindion,  and  the 
reverend  paftor  withdrew  in  the  mid  ft  of  their 
obeifances.  Mr.  Garaty  the  rcdor  of  my  parifh, 
jvhich  was  St.  Bartholomew's,  within  the  precinct 
of  what  was  then  called  the  City — a  good  fort  of  man, 
faid  to  be  very  karned,  though  he  could  not  deliver 
two  words  of  common  fenfe  from  the  pulpit,  in 
which  he  had  the  rage  oi  exhibiting  himfelf,  much 
;n  the  fame  manner  as  Mr,  Garat^  minifter  of 
ftate,  is  reputed  a  man  of  abihty,  though  totally 
ignorant  of  his  trade — Mr.  Garat,  my  redor, 
came  one  day  to  tlie  catechifm  ;  and,  in  order  to 
found  the  depth  of  ipy  theological  erudition,  and 
jdifplay  his  own  fagacity,  aiked  me  how  many 
orders  of  fpirits  there  were  in  the  celeftial  hier- 
archy. From  the  ironical  tone  and  air  of  triumph 
•  with  which  he  put  the  cjueflionj  I  wa$  perfuadcd 
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that  he  expedled  to  puzzle  mc.  I  anfwered,  with 
a  fmile,  that,  though  many  were  enumerated  in  the 
preface  to  the  Miiial,  I  had  found  from  other  books 
that  there  were  nine;  and  fo  I  marflialled  before  him 
in  their  proper  order,  the  whole  hoft  of  an^eJs,  arch" 
angels^  throms^  dominions^  &c.  Never  was  prieft  fo 
fatisfied  with  the  knowledge  of  his  neophyte  :  it 
was  quite  enough  to  eftablifh  my  reputation  among 
all  the  devout  matrons ;  and,  accordingly,  I  be- 
came a  cholen  veirel,  as  hereafter  will  appear. 
Some  perfons  perhaps  will  fay,  that,  with  my 
mother's  caution  and  good  fenfe,  it  is  aftonifliing 
that  fl)e  (hpuid  have  fent  me  to  thefe  catechijms ; 
but  there  is  a  reafon  for  every  thing.  My  mother 
had  a  younger  brother,  an  ecclefiaflic  belonging  to 
her  parifh,  to  whofe  care  was  committed  the 
calechijm  of  confirmation,  to  ufe  the  technical  term 
The  prefence  of  his  niece  was  an  admirable  exr 
ample,  calculated  to  induce  thofe  who  were  not 
of  what  is  called  the  lower  order  of  the  people,  to 
fend  their  children  alfo  :  a  circumftance  that  could 
not  fail  to  be  pleafing  to  the  reftor. — Befides,  J 
had  a  memory  which  was  fure  to  fecure  me  the 
firft  rank  ;  and  every  thing  elfe  about  me  fupport- 
ing  this  kind  of  fuperlority,  my  parents  gratified 
their  vanity,  while  appearing  only  to  purfue  the 
path  of  humility,  It  happened,  that,  in  the 
diftribution  of  prizes,  which  took  place,  with  no 
fmall  parade,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  obtained  the 
firft,  without  the  leaft  partiality  being  Qiovvn  me : 
pn  this,  all  the  grave  churchwardens,  and  all  the 
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reverend  clergy  of .  the  parilL,  congratulated  my 
uncle  ;  who,  in  confequence  of  my  fuccefs,  beo;aa 
to  be  more  noticed,  which  was  all  that  was 
riecefTary  to  prcpolilfs  every  one  in  his  favour. 
A  handfome  perfon,  the  greateft  good-nature,  an 
eafy  temper,  the  moiT;  gentle  manners,  and  the 
utmoft  gaiety,  attended  him  to  thefe  latter  times, 
when  he  died  a  canon  of  Vincennes,  juft  as  the 
revolution  was*  about  to  abolifli  all  ecclefiaflicai 
dignities.  It  feemed  to  me,  as  if  I  had  loft  the 
lafh  of  my  relations  on  the  maternal  fide,  nor  can 
I  recoiled:  a  fingle  circumftance  refpeding  him 
without  emotion.  My  eagernefs  to  learn,  and 
quickneis  of  apprehenfion,  fuggefted  to  him  the 
idea  of  teaching  me  Latin,  I  v/as  delighted  with 
it;  for  it  was  afeafh  to  me  to  find  a  new  fubje^c  of 
ftudy.  I  had  at  home  mafters  for  v^riting,  geo- 
graphy, dancing,  and  niufic  ;  and  my  father  had 
made  me  begin  drawing :  but  in  all  this  I  was  far 
from  finding  an  excefs  of  occupation.  Rifmg  at 
five  in  the  morning,  when  every  body  in  the 
houfe  was  alleep,  I  ftole  foftly,  in  my  bed-gown, 
regardlefs  of  fhoes  or  ftockings,  to  a  corner  of  my 
mother's  chamber,  where  was  the  table  on  which 
my  books  were  laid ;  and  there  I  copied  or  re- 
peated my  lefTons  with  fuch  affiduity,  that  m.y 
progrefs  was  aftonifliing.  My  mafters  became  in 
confequence  more^  affectionate ; -gave  me  long  lef- 
fons ;  and  took  fuch  an  intereft  in  my  inftrudion, 
as  called  forth  on  my  part  ackiitional  attention. 
I  had  not  a  fingie  mafter  who  did  not  appear  as 
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much  flattered  by  teaching  me,  as  I  was  grateful 
for  being  taught ;  nor  one  who,  after  attending  mc 
for  a  year  or  two,  was  not  the  firfl:  to  fay,  that  his 
infl:ru(fl:ions  were  no  longer  neceflary,  and  that  he 
ought  no  longer  to  be  paid  ;  but  that  he  fliould  be 
glad  of  permiflion  to  vifit  my  parents  in  order  to 
converfe  with  me  now  and  then.  1  fhali  ever  ho- 
nour the  memory  of  the  good  Mr.  Marchand^  who, 
when  I  was  five  years  old,  taught  me  to  write,  and 
afterwards  inftruded  me  in  geography  and  hiftory. 
He  was  a  difcreet,  patient,  clear-headed,  and  me- 
thodical perfonage,  to  whom  I  gave  the  nickname 
of  Mr.  Demure,  I  faw  him  married  to  a  worthy 
woman,  a  dependant  of  the  family  of  Nefle  ;  and 
went  to  vifit  him  in  his  lafl  ficknefs,  when  a  fit  of 
the  gout,  tranflated  to  his  cheft  by  an  injudicious 
bleeding,  occafioned  his  death  at  the  age  of  fifty. — • 
I  was  then  eighteen. 

I  have  not  forgotten  my  mufic-mafler  Cajon,  a 
little,  lively,  talkative  being,  born  at  Macon,  wher« 
he  had  been  a  fmging-boy.  He  was  afterwards 
by  turns  a  foldier,  a  deferter,  a  capuchin  friar,  a 
clerk  in  a  counting-houfe,  and  laflly  a  vagrant^ 
arriving  at  Paris  with  his  wife  and  children  with- 
out a  penny  in  his  pocket ;  but  he  had  a  very 
pleafing  counter  voice,  rarely  to  be  met  with  in 
men  who  have  not  undergone  a  certain  operation, 
and  admirably  adapted  to  the  teaching  of  young 
perfons  to  fiiig.  Introduced  to  my  father,  1  know 
not  by  whom,  he  had  me  for  his  firfl  fcholar.  He 
beflowed  on  me  confiderable  pains  :  frequently  bor- 
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rowed  money  of  my.  parents,  which  was  foon  fpent ; 
never  returned  me  a  colledion  of  leffons  by  Bordier, 
which  he  plundered  with  fo  much  art,  as  to  com- 
pile from  it  the  Elements  of  Miific^  that  he  pub- 
lilhed  in  his  own  name;  lived  in  great  ftyle  without 
being  rich,  and,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years,  termi- 
nated'  his  career  by  quitting  Paris,  where  he  had 
contraded  heavy  debts,  and  by  repairing  to  Ruffia, 
where  I  know  not  what  became  of  him. 

-  Of  Mozon,  the  dancing-mafter,  an  honeft  Savoy- 
ard, frightfully,  ugly,  whofe  wen  I  think  I  ftill  fee 
embellilhing  his  right  cheek  while  he  inclined  his 
pock-fretted  and  fiat-nofed  vifage  to  the  left  on  his 
inftrumenr,  I.  might  relate  fome  humorous  anec- 
dotes ;  as  well  as  of  poor  Mignard,  my  mafter  for 
the  guitar,  a  fort  of  SpaniQi  CololTus,  whofe  hands 
refembled  thofe  of  Efau,  and  wb.o,  in  gravity, 
over- ftrained  politenefs,  and  rodomontade,  was  in- 
ferior to  none  of  his  countrymen. 

.  The  timid  Wattln^  of  fifty  years  of  age,  whofe 
perriw'g,  Ipcftacles,  and  carbunclcd  face,  fecmed 
all  in  commotion  while  he  was  placing  the  fingers 
of  his  little  fcholar  on  the  violoncello,  and  tea,ching 
her  to  hold  her  bov/,  did  not  continue  long  with 
me  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  reverend  father 
Colomh\  a  Barnabite,  formerly  a  miflionar)'-,  fuperior 
of  his  convent  at  the  age  of  feventy-five,  and  my 
mother's  confeiTor,  fent  his  bafs-vioi  to  her  noufe 
to  ccnfole  me  for  the  defertion  of  my  mafter  of  the 
violoncello,  and  when  he  came  to  fee  us,  accom- 
panied me  himfeif  while  I  played  on  my  guitar. 
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He  was  not  a  little  aftonllhed,  when  one  day,  taking 
up  Ills  bafs,  I  played  a  few  airs  that  1  had  ftudied 
in  private  with  tolerable  execution.  Had  there 
been  a  double-bafs  in  the  hoUfe,  I  Ihould  have  got 
up  in  a  chair  to  try  and  make  ibmethii^g  of  it.  To 
avoid  anachronifm,  however,  it  muft  be  obfcrved^ 
that  I  am  here  anticipating  things,  and  that  I  am 
arrived  in  my  narrative  at  the  period  only  of  feven 
years,  to  which  I  return. 

I  have  advanced  thus  far  without  noticing  my 
father*s  influence  over  my  education.  It  was  in- 
deed trifling,  for  he  interfered  in  it  but  little  j  but 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  relate  an  occurrence  that 
induced  .  him  to  interfere  ftiil  ieis. 
.  I  was  extremely  obftinate  ;  that  is  to  fay,  I  did 
not  readily  conlent  to  any  thing  of  which  I  fav/ 
not  the  reafon;  and  when  the  exercife  of  authority 
alone  appeared,  or  I  fancied  that  I  perceived  the 
dictates  of  caprice,  I  could  not  fubmit.  My 
mother,  fagacious  and  difcreet,  rightly  judged  that 
I  muft  be  governed  by  reafon,  or  drawn  by  the 
cords  of  affedlion ;  and,  treating  me  accordingly^ 
experienced  nooppofition  to  her  will.  My  father, 
hafty  in  his  manner,  iflued  his  orders  imperioufly, 
and  my  compliance  was  either  reludlant,  or  wholly 
withheld.  If,  defpot-like,  he  attempted  to  punifli  me, 
his  gentle  little  daughter  was  converted  into  a  lion. 
On  two  or  three  occafions  while  he  was  whipping 
me,  I  bit  the  thigh  acrofs  which  I  was  laid,  and 
protefted  againft  his  injundions.  One  day,  when 
I  was  a  little  indifpofed,  it  was  thought  proper 
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that  I  (hould  take  phyfic.    The  naufeous  draught 
was  brought  me ;  and  I  put  it  to  my  lips  ;  but 
the  fmell  alone  made  me  rejed:  it  with  abhorrence. 
My  mother  made  ufe  of  all  her  influence  to  over- 
come my  repugnance ;  ihe  infpired  me  with  the 
defire  of  obeying  her  :  and  I  fincerely  did  my  beft ; 
but  every  time  the  horrid  potion  approached  my 
nofe,  my  fenfes  revolted,  and  made  me  turn  afide 
my   head.     My  mother  fatigued  herfelf  to  no 
purpofe  ;  I  wept  both  for  her  fufFerings  and  my 
own,  and  became  ftill  lefs  capable  of  complying 
with  her   will.     My  father  came,  put  himfelf 
into  a  pa{Gon,  and,  afcribing  my  refillance  to  ftub- 
bornnefs,  recurred    to  the   remedy  of  the  rod. 
From  that  inftant  all  defire  of  obedience  vanilhed, 
and  I  declared  that  1  would  not  take  the  medi- 
cine at  all.    A  violent  uproar,  repeated  threats, 
and  a  fecond  whipping,  followed.    I  was  only  the 
more  indignant,  uttering  terrible  cries,  lifting  up 
my  eyes  to  heaven,  and  preparing  to  throw  away 
the  draught  which  they  were  about  to  prefent  to 
me  again.    My  geftures  betrayed  me  ;  and  my 
father,  in  a  rage,  threatened  to  whip  me  a  third 
time.    I  feel,  while  I  write  this,  the  revolution, 
and  developement  of  fortitude,  which  took  place 
in  my  mind.    My  tears  ceafed  at  once  to  flow, 
my  fobbings  were  at  an  end,  and  a  fudden  calm 
concentrated  my  faculties  into  a  fingle  refolution. 
I  raifed  myfelf,  turned  to  the  bed-fide,  leaned  my 
head  againft  the  wall,  lifted  up  my  chemife,  and 
ezpofed  myfelf  to  the  rod  in  filence.    My  father 
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might  have  killed  me  on  the  fpot,  without  draw- 
ing from  me  a  fingle  figh. 

My  mother,  who  was  dreadfully  agitated  by 
the  fcene,  and  who  flood  in  need  of  all  her  pru- 
dence not  to  increafe  my  father's  rage,  at  laft  got 
him  out  of  the  room  :  (lie  then  put  me  to  bed 
without  faying  a  word  ;  and,  when  I  had  refled 
two  hours,  returned  and  conjured  me,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  to  give  her  no  farther  vexation,  but  to 
take  the  medicine.  I  looked  ftedfaftly  in  her  face, 
took  the  glafs  and  fwallowed  it  at  a  draught.  In 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  however,  it  was  thrown  up 
again ;  and  I  was  feized  with  a  violent,  paroxyfm  of 
fever,  which  it  was  found  neceflary  to  cure  by  other 
means  than  by  naufeous  drugs  or  by  the  rod.  I 
was  at  that  time  little  more  than  fix  years  old. 

All  the  circumftances  of  this  fcene  are  as  prefent 
to  my  mind,  all  the  fenfations  I  experienced  as  dif- 
tinft  to  my  imagination,  as  if  they  had  recently 
occurred.  It  was  the  fame  inflexible  firmnefs  that 
I  have  fince  felt  on  great  and  trying  occafions ;  nor 
would  it  at  this  moment  coll  me  more  to  afcend 
undauntedly  the  fcaffold,  than  it  did  then  to  refign 
myfelf  to  brutal  treatment,  which  might  have 
killed,  but  could  not  conquer  me. 

From  that  inflant  my  father  never  laid  his  hand 
upon  me,  nor  did  he  even  undertake  to  reprimand 
me ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  carefTed  me  frequently, 
taught  me  to  draw,  took  me  out  to  walk,  and 
treated  me  with  a  kindnefs  that  rendered  him 
more  refpeftable  in  my  eyes,  and  infured  him  my 
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entire  fubmiffion.  The  feventh  anniverfary  of  my 
birth  was  celebrated  as  the  attainment  of  the  age 
of  reafon,  when  it  might  be  expedled  of  me  to 
follow  its  didates.  This  was  a  politic  fort  of  plea 
for  obferving  towards  me  a  more  refpedlful  treat- 
ment, that  riiould  give  me  confidence  in  myfelf, 
without  exciting  my  vanity.  My  days  flowed 
gently  on  in  domeftic  quiet  and  in  great  aftivity  of 
mind.  My  mother  was  almoft  always  at  homeland 
received  little  company.  Two  days  in  the  week 
however  we  went  abroad ;  once  to  vifit  my  father's 
relations,  and  once,  which  was  on  Sunday,  to  fee 
miy  grandmother  Blmont,  to  go  to  church,  and  to 
take  a  walk.  The  vifit  to  my  grandmother  always 
took  place  as  foon  as  vefpers  were  over.  She  was 
a  corpulent  but  handfome  woman,  who  at  an  early 
age  had  fuffered  an  attack  of  the  palfy,  from 
which  her  underftanding  had  fuilained  a  permanent 
injury.  From  that  time  fhe  had  gradually  de- 
clined into  a  ftate  of  dotage,  fpending  her  days  in 
her  eafy  chair,  either  at  the  window  or  the  fire- 
fide,  according  to  the  feafon.  An  old  fervant, 
who  had  been  forty  years  in  the  family,  had  the 
care  of  her.  The  fervant,  whofe  name  was  Mary, 
regularly  upon  my  entrance,  gave  me  my  after- 
noon's repafi.  So  far  all  went  well ;  but  when 
that  was  over,  I  grew  dreadfully  tired  of  the  vifit.  I 
fought  for  books ;  could  find  none  but  the  Pfalter; 
and,  for  w^ant  of  better,  have  twenty  times  read 
over  the  French,  and  chanted  the  Latin.  When  I 
was  gay,  my  grandmother  would  weep  ^  if  1  fell  down, 
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or  got  a  blow,  flie  would  burft  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 
That  did  not  pleale  me.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  me 
it  was  the  effed  of  her  dilcafe :  I  did  not  find 
it  on  that  account  the  lefs  difagrecable.  I  could 
have  borne  with  her  laughing  at  me,  but  fine  never 
fhed  tears  without  their  being  accompanied  by 
cries  at  once  grievous  and  imbecile,  which  rent 
my  heart  and  infpired  me  with  terror.  In  the 
mean  time  old  Mary  indulged  herfelf  to  her  heart's 
content  in  the  garrulity  of  age,  with  my  mother, 
who  confidered  it  as  a  facred  duty  to  pafs'two 
hours  with  hers,  while  complaifantly  liftening  to 
the  fervant's  tales;  This  was  no  doubt  a  painful 
exercifeof  my  patience;  but  I  was  forced  to  fubmit; 
for  one  day,  when  I  cried  for  vexation,  and  begged 
to  go  away,  my  mother,  as  a  punifhment,  (laid 
the  whole  evening.  Nor  did  flie  fail,  at  proper 
times,  to  reprefent  her  affiduity  as  a  ftridt  and 
becoming  duty,  in  which  it  was  honourable  for  me 
to  participate.  I  know  not  how  ihe  managed  it, 
but  my  heart  received  the  lelTon  with  emotioru 
When  the  Abbe  Bimont  could  meet  us  at  his 
mother's,  my  joy  was  inexprefiible.  That  dear  little 
uncle  made  me  dance,  and  fing,  and  play  j  but  unfor- 
tunately it  Vv'as  feldom  in  his  power,  as  he  was  raaft^^r 
of  the  chorifters,  and  much  confined  to  the  houie. 
This  brings  to  my  mind  one  of  his  pupils,  a  lad  Oi  a 
prepofle filing  countenance,  whom  he  was  fond  of  praif- 
ing,  becaufe  he  was  the  icholar  that  gave  him  the  lead 
trouble.  His  promifing  difpofition  obtained  him,  a 
few  years  after,  an  exhibition  at  fome  college,  and  he 
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is  now  no  other  than  the  Abbe  Noel,  known  at 
firft  by  fome  little  produdions,  employed  afterwards 
by  the  mimfler  Le  Brun  in  the  diplomatic  line,  envoy 
lafl  year  at  London,  and  now  in  Italy. 

My  ftudies  completely  occupied  my  days,  which 
feemed  very  fhort  for  I  had  never  time  to  get  through 
all  that  1  was  inclined  to  undertake.  Together  with 
the  elementary  books,  with  which  care  had  been  taken 
to  fupply  me,  I  loon  exhaufted  all  thofe  that  the  Uttle 
family  library  contained.  I  devoured  every  volume, 
and  began  the  fame  over  again,  when  no  new  ones 
were  to  be  got.  I  remember  two  folio  lives  of  the! 
faints,  a  bibie  of  the  fame  fize  in  an  old  verfion,  a 
tranflation  of  Appian's  civil  wars,  and  a  defcription  of 
Turkey  written  in  a  wretched  ftyle,  all  of  which  I 
read  over  and  over  again.  I  alfo  found  the  Comical 
Romance  of  Scarron ;  fome  colledions  of  pretended 
bon  mots,  on  which  I  did  not  beftow  a  fecond  peru- 
fal;  the  memoirs  of  the  brave  De  Pontis,  which  di- 
verted me  much ;  thofe  of  Mademoifelle  de  Mont- 
penfier,whofe  pride  did  not  difpleafe  me  and  feveral 
other  antiquated  works ;  the  contents,  binding,  and 
fpots  of  which  I  have  ftill  before  my  eyes.  The  pafTion 
for  learning  polTeffed  me  indeed  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that,  having  picked  up  a  treatife  on  the  art  of 
heraldry,  1  fet  myfelf  inftantly  to  ftudy  it.  It  had 
coloured  plates,  with  which  I  was  diverted,  and  I 
was  glad  to  know  the  names  of  all  the  little  figures 
they  contained.  My  father  was  aftoniflied  when, 
foon  after,  I  gave  him  a  fpecimen  of  my  fcience, 
by  making  fome  remarks  on  a  feal  that  was  not 
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engraved  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  art.  On  this 
fubjed  I  became  bis  oracle,  nor  did  I  ever  miflead 
him.  A  (hort  treatife  on  contracts  fell  into  my 
hands ;  and  this  alfo  I  endeavoured  to  learn ;  for 
I  read  nothing  which  I  was  not  defirous  of  retain- 
ing :  but  it  tired  me  fo  foon,  that  I  did  not  get  to 
the  fourth  chapter. 

The  Bible  had  peculiar  attraction  for  me  ;  and 
I  returned  frequently  to  its  perufal.  In  the  old 
tranflations  it  fpeaks  as  plain  a  language  as  that 
of  the  fons  of  Efculapius :  and  certain  crude  and 
fimple  expreffions  ftruck  me  fo  forcibly,  that  they 
have  never  fmce  efcaped  my  memory.  Hence  I 
derived  information  not  ufually  given  to  girls  of 
niv  age  j  but  I  faw  it  in  a  light  that  was  far  from 
feduciiig.  I  had  too  much  employment  for  my 
thouo;hts  to  dwell  upon  things  of  a  mere  material 
nature,  that  feemed  to  me  to  have  nothing  at- 
tradlive  about  tbem.  I  couid  not  however  help 
laughing,  when  my  grand r^ama  talked  to  me  of 
little  children  dug  out  of  the  parlley-bed  ^  and  I 
ufed  to  fay,  that  my  Ave-Miria  nformed  me  they 
came  from  another  place,  without  troubling  my 
head  how  thty  got  there. 

In  rumm.'ging  the  houfe  I  found  a  fource  of 
reading  which  1  hufbanded  for  a  confiderable 
time.  What  my  father  called  his  work- (hop  was 
adjoining  to  the  apartment  where  I  ufually  fat, 
which  was  a  handfome  room,  thai  might  not  im- 
'  properly  have  been  ftyled  a  drawing-room,  but 
which  my  mother  modeftly  called  a  parlour,  neatly 
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furnlflied,  and  ornamented  witli  looking-glafTes 
and  a  few  pidures.  It  was  here  I  received  my 
Jeffons.  The  recefs  on  one  fide  of  the  fire-place 
w^as  converted  into  a  light  clofet,  in  which  was 
placed  a  bed,  fo  confined  for  want  of  room 
that  I  v;as  obliged  to  get  into  it  at  the  foot ;  a 
chair,  a  fmall  table,  and  a  few  (helves.  That 
was  my  fanduary.  On  the  oppofite  fide  was  a 
large  room,  fervmg  as  a  work-Qiop,  my  father 
having  placed  in  it  his  bench,  various  pieces  of 
fculpture,  and  the  different  inftruments  of  his 
art.  Thither  I  ufed  to  ftcal  in  an  evening,  or 
at  hours  of  the  day  when  all  were  abfent.  1  had 
there  remarked  a  recefs  where  one  of  the  young  men 
kept  his  books ;  a  volume  of  which  1  carried  off^ 
at  a  time,  and  haftened  to  my  little  clofet  to  de- 
vour it,  taking  great  care  to  put  it  in  its  place 
again,  without  faying  a  word  of  the  matter  to  any 
one.  They  were  in  general  very  good  books. 
One  day  I  perceived  that  my  mother  had  made 
the  f^me  difcovery  as  myfelff  Recognifing  a  volume 
in  her  hands  which  had  previoufly  palled  through 
mine,  I  no  longer  felt  myfelf  under  any  re- 
ftraint ;  and,  without  telling  a  falfehood,  but  at 
the  fame  time  without  faying  a  word  concern- 
ing what  had  pafled,  I  feemed  to  be  only  following 
her  example.  The  young  man,  whole  name  was 
Courfon,  to  which  he  afterwards  prefixed  the  de*^ 

when 
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wlien  he  contrived  to  get  into  place  at  Verfailles  as 
teacher  to  the  pages,  did  not  at  all  refemble  his  com- 
rades :  he  was  not  deftitute  of  poiitenels,  was 
decent  in  his  demeanour,  and  fond  of  Andy,  He 
faid  nothing  of  the  occafional  difappearance  of  his 
books (o  that  it  feemed  as  if  there  were  a  tacit 
agreement  between  all  the  parties.  In  this  way  I  read 
a  great  many  volumes  of  travels,  of  which  I  was 
paffionately  fond  ;  among  others,  thofe  of  Rcnard, 
which  were  the  firft;  fome  plays  of  fccond-rate 
authors,  and  Dacier's  Plutarch.  This  laft  work 
was  more  to  my  tafte  than  any  thing  I  had  yet  feen, 
not  excepting  even  pathetic  ftories,  which  how- 
ever affected  me  much  ;  as  for  inftance,  that  of 
the  unfortunate  couple,  by  Labedoyere,  which  is 
ftill  prefent  to  my  mind,  although  I  have  never 
read  it  fmce  that^rly  period.  But  Plutarch  feemeil 
to  be  exadlly  the  intelledual  food  that  fuited  me.  I 
fliall  never  forget  the  Lent  of  1763,  at  which  time 
I  was  nine  years  of  age,  when  I  carried  it  to  church 
•inftead  of  the  Exercifes  of  the  Holy  Week.  It  is 
from  that  period  that  I  may  date  the  impreffions  and 
ideas  v/hich  rendered  me  a  republican,  without  my 
dreamin2;  of  ever  becomin^r  one. 

Telemachus,  and  Jerufalem  Delivered,  interfered 
a  little  with  the  current  of  thefe  majeftic  thoughts. 
The  tender  Fenelon  moved  my  heart,  and  TafTo 
fired  my  im.agination.  Sometimes  I  read  aloud  at 
my  mother's  requeft,  of  which  I  was  by  no  means 
fond,  as  it  diverted  me  from  that  clofe  attention 
which  conftituted  my  delight,  and  obliged  me  to 
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proceed  with  lefs  rapidity.  But  I  would  have 
plucked  out  my  tongue  rather  than  have  read  in 
that  manner  the  epifodes  of  the  ifland  of  Calypfo, 
and  a  number  of  paffages  in  Taflb.  My  refpiration 
quickened,  a  fudden  glow  overfpread  my  counte- 
nance, and  an  agitation  followed,  which  my  faltering 
voice  would  have  betrayed.  With  Telemachus  I 
was  Eucharis,  and  Herminia  with  Tanci-ed.  Com- 
pletely transformed  into  thefe  heroines,  I  thought 
not  as  yet  of  being  fomething  myfelf  with  feme 
other  perfonage.  None  of  my  refleftions  came 
home  to  me.  I  look  around  me  for  nothing.  I 
was  the  very  characters  themfelves,  and  faw  only 
the  objefts  which  exifted  on  their  account.  It  was 
a  kind  of  waking  dream,  that  led  to  nothing  more 
fubftantial.  I  recoiled  however  having  feen  with 
confiderable  emotion  a  young  painter  of  the  name 
of  I'aborel^  who  came  occafionally  to  my  father's 
houfe.  He  was  about  twenty,  his  voice  was 
foft,  his  features  languilhing,  and  he  bluflied  like  a 
girl.  When  I  heard  him  in  the  work-fliop,  I  had" 
always  a  crayon  or  fomething  elfe  to  fcek ;  but  as 
the  fight  of  him  embarraffed  no  lefs  than  it  pleafed 
me,  I  ran  out  again  more  fpeedily  than  I  entered, 
with  a  palpitation  of  my  heart  and  a  trembling  of 
my  limbs  that  I  haftened  to  conceal  in  my  little 
clofet.  I  can  readily  believe,  that,  with  fuch 
a  difpofitlon,  aflifted  by  leifure  and  a  certain 
kind  of  company,  both  my  imagination  and  my 
perfon  might  have  been  greatly  affe<5led. 

The  works  of  which  I  have  been  fpeaking  gave 
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place  to  others,  which  foftened  the  powerful  im- 
preffions  they  had  produced.  Some  of  the  writings 
of  Voltaire  ferved  to  operate  this  diverfion.  One 
day,  when  I  was  reading  Candide,  my  mother 
having  deferted  her  party  of  piquet,  the  lady  with 
whom  (lie  was  playing  calling  me  from  the  corner 
in  which  I  was  fitting,  dcfired  to  fee  the  book  I  had 
in  my  hand and  on  my  mother's  return  expreffed 
her  aftonifhment  at  the  nature  of  my  ftudies. 
My  mother,  without  making  any  anfwer,  contented 
herfelf  with  merely  ordering  me  to  carry  it  back  to 
the  place  whence  it  came.  I  call  an  evil  eye  upon 
this  woman,  of  forbidding  countenance,  monftrous 
rotundity  of  waift,  and  aftedled  importance  j  nor 
from  that  day  forward  did  I  ever  beftow  a  fmile 
upon  Madame  Charbonne.  My  good  mother,  how- 
ever, made  no  alteration  in  her  truly  unaccountable 
conduct,  but  permitted  me  to  read  all  the  books  I 
could  lay  my  hands  on,  without  feeming  to  attend 
to  them,  though  (he  knew  very  well  what  they  were. 
I  muft  obferve  at  the  fame  time,  that  no  immoral 
publication  every  came  in  my  way  ;  and  even  now 
I  am  only  acquainted  with  the  titles  of  two  or  three ; 
the  tafte  I  have  acquired  having  ever  prevented 
my  feeling  the  fmalleft  temptation  to  procure  them. 
As  I  preferred  books  to  every  thing  elfe,  my  father 
fometlmes  made  me  prefents  of  that  kind  ^  but, 
piquing  himfelf,  as  he  did,  on  leconding  my  propen- 
fity  to  ferious  ftudies,  his  choice  was  whimfical  ^  he 
gave  me,  for  inftance,  Fenelon  on  female  educa- 
tion, and  Locke  on  that  of  children  in  general ; 

thus 
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thus  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  pupil  what  were 
defigned  for  the  tutor.  I  am  perfuaded,  however,  that 
the  incongruity  was  not  unprodudllve  of  benefil,  and 
that  chance  perhaps  ferved  me  better  than  the  ufual 
Gonfiderations  of  propriety  would  have  done.  I  was 
very  forward  for  my  age ;  I  loved  to  reflect  ;  I 
thought  ferioufly  of  improving  myfelf;  that  is  to 
fay,  I  ftudied  the  movements  of  my  mind ;  I 
fought  to  know  myfelf  j  and  I  felt  that  I  had  a 
deftination  which  it  was  requifite  I  fhould  enable 
myfelf  to  fill.  Religious  notions  began  to  ferment 
in  my  brain,  and  foon  produced  a  violent  explofion* 
But  before  I  defcribe  them,  it  may  be  proper  for 
my  reader  to  know  what  became  of  my  Latin. 

The  fir-ft  rudiments  of  grammar  were  well  ar- 
ranged in  my  head.  I  declined  nouns  and  con- 
jugated verbs,  though  it  appeared  to  me  tireiome 
enoughs  but  the  hope  of  being  able  on  fome  future 
day  to  read  in  that  language  the  admirable  produc- 
tions of  which  I  heard  fo  much,  and  of  which  my 
books  afforded  me  fbme.  idea,  gave  me  refo- 
lution  to  get  through  the  dry  and  difficult  tafk.  It 
was  not  thus  with  my  libtle  uncle,  for  fo  I  called 
the  Abbe  Bimont.  Young,  good-humoured,  indo- 
lent, and  gay,  giving  not  the  fmallefl;  trouble  to  any 
body,  caring  little  to  give  himfelf  any  for  others,  and 
heartily  tired  of  his  trade  of  pedagogue  with  the 
chorifters ;  he  liked  better  to  take  a  walk  with  me 
than  to  give  me  a  lefTon,  and  to  make  me  laugh  and 
play,  than  to  hear  me  repeat  my  rudiments.  He  was 
far  from  being  punftual  either  as  to  the  hour  or  the 
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day  of  coming  to  our  houfe,  anH  a  thousand  circum- 
ftances  combined  to  procraftinate  his  Icflbns.  I  was 
defirous  however  of  learning,  and  loath  torelinquifh 
what  I  had  once  begun.  It  was  therefore  re- 
folved  upi:)n,  that  \  fhouki  go  to  him  three  morn- 
ings a  wei-k  ;  but  he  was  tv^.o  giddy  to  keep  him- 
felf  at.  liberty  to  devote  a  few  moments  to  my 
inftru'^'ion.  I  v\a?  (ure  to  find  him  eitlier  bufied  ia 
parifh  affairs,  diverting  himfelf  with  his  boys,  or 
breakfallmg  with  a  fricn:1.  I  lofh  my  time,  the 
winter  feafon  came  on,  and  my  Latin  was  aban- 
doned. From  that  at  ten  pt  T  have  prefervcd  only 
a  fort  of  glimmering  or  inftind  of  knowledge, 
which,  during  the  days  of  devotion,  enabled  me  to 
repeat  or  chant  the  Pfalms  without  being  abfo- 
lutely  ignorant  of  what  I  was  faying,  and  a  confi- 
derable  facility  for  the  ftudy  of  languages  in  general, 
particularly  the  Italian,  which  I  Icawit  a  few  years 
after,  without  a  maimer,  and  without  difficulty. 

My  father  took  but  little  pains  to  forward  me  in 
drawing  :  he  racher  amuied  himfelf  with  my  apti- 
tude, than  endeavoured  to  give  me  extraordinary 
talents.  A  few  words  that  dropped  in  a  converfa- 
tic3n  with  my  mother,  gave  me  to  underftand  that, 
from  prudential  motives,  flie  was  not  defirous  of  my 
makmg  any  great  proficiency  in  the  art.  'I  w^ould 
not  have  her  become  a  painter/  faid  fhe  ;  '  it 
would  require  anintercommunity  of  ftudies,  and 
connexions  that  we  can  very  well  difpenfe  with.' 
I  was  alfo  fet  to  engrave ;  learnt  to  hold  the 
jgravcr,   and  got  over  the  firfl  difficulties  in  a 
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fhort  time;  for  nothing  came  amifs  to  me. 
On  the  birth-days  of  my  good  old  relations, 
which  were  always  religioufly  celebrated,  I  carried 
for  my  prefent,  either  a  pretty  head,  which  I  had 
been  at  great  pains  to  draw  for  the  occafion,  or  a 
neat  Httle  copper-plate,  on  which  I  had  engraved 
a  flower,  with  a  compliment  beneath,  written  with 
great  care,  and  in  verfes  hammered  out  by  Mr. 
Demure.  In  return  I  received  almanacs  *,  which 
greatly  amufed  me,  and  prefents  of  fuch  little 
articles  as  were  adapted  to  my  ufe,  in  general 
ornaments  of  drefs,  of  which  I  was  very  fond. 
My  mother  took  a  pleafure  in  feeing  me  fine.  In 
her  own  drefs  (he  was  plain,  and  frequently  even 
negligent ;  but  her  daughter  was  her  doll,  and  from 
my  early  infancy  I  was  dreffed  with  a  degree  of 
elegance,  and  even  richnefs,  that  feemed  un- 
fuitable  to  my  condition.  Young  ladies  at  that 
time  wore  what  was  called  a  corps-de-robe^  a 
drefs  refembling  court  robes,  and  fitting  very 
clofely  at  the  waift,  of  which  it  difplayed  the 
form  to  advantage,  but  full  below,  with  a  long 
train  that  fwept  the  ground,  adorned  with  dif- 
ferent trimmings,  according  to  the  tafle  of  the 
wearer.  Mine  were  of  fine  filk,  of  fome  fimple ' 
pattern  and  modeft  colour,  but  in  price  and 
quality  equal  to  my  mother's  bell  gala  fuits.  My 
toilet  was  a  grievous  bufinefs  to  me,  for  mj  hair 

was 
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was  frequently  frizzed,  papered,  and  tortured  with 
hot  irons,  and  all  the  other  ridiculous  and  barba- 
rous implements  at  that  time  in  ufe.  My  head 
Was  fo  extremely  tender,  and  the  pulling  I  was 
obliged  to  undergo  fo  painful,  that,  upon  occa- 
fionsof  fulldrefs,  my  fuffe rings  always  forced  tears 
from  my  eyes,  although  I  uttered  no  complaint, 

Methinks  I  hear  it  afkcd.  For  whofe  eyes,'  in  the 
retired  life  I  led,  was  all  this  finery  intended  ? 
They  who  alk  the  queftion  ought  to  recoiled,  that 
I  went  out  two  days  in  the  week  ;  and  if  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  manners  of  what  was  at  that 
time  called  the  bourgeoifie  of  Paris,  they  muft  know 
there  were  thoufands  of  them  whofe  expcnce  in 
drefs,  by  no  means  fmall,  had  no  other  objedt, 
than  an  exhibition  of  a  few  hours  on  Sunday  in 
the  Tuileries ;  to  which  their  wives  joined  the 
difplay  of  their  finery  at  church,  and  the  plea- 
fure  of  parading  their  own  quarter  of  the  town, 
before  their  admiring  neighbours.  Add  to  this, 
family  vifits  on  great  feftivals,  new  year's  day, 
weddings  and  chriftenmgs,  and  there  will  be  found 
fufficient  opportunities  for  the  gratification  of 
vanity.  By  the  way,  more  than  one  contrail:  may 
be  obferved  in  my  education.  The  young  lady, 
exhibited  on  Sundays  at  church,  and  in  the  pub- 
lic walks,  in  an  elegant  dre&,  who  you  would  hcve 
fuppofed  to  be  jufi:  alighted  from  a  carriage,  and 
whofe  demeanour  and  language  were  perfe(flly  con- 
'.fonant  to  her  appearance,  would  go  neverthelefs  to 
•  market  in  the  week  with  her  mother,  in  a  linen 
voL.n.  PART  III.        c  frock. 
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frock,  or  wouid  ftep  into  the  flreet  alone,  to  buy  a; 
little  parfiey  or  falad,  which  the  fervant  had  for- 
gotten. It  mud  be  confcfied,  I  was  not  much 
pleafed  with  it  j  but  1  (bowed  no  figns  of  diflike, 
and  acquitted  myfelf  of  my  commiflion  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  render  it  agreeable.  I  behaved  with  fo 
much  civility,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  fo  much 
dignity,  that  the  fruiterer,  or  other  fhopkeeper, 
took  a  pleafure  in  ferving  me  firft ;  and  yet  thofe 
who  came  before  me  were  never  offended :  I  was 
fure  to  pick  up  fome  compliment  or  other  in  the 
way,  which  only  ferved  to  make  me  more  polite. 
The  fame  child,  who  read  fyftematic  works,  who 
Gould  explain  the  circles  of  the  celeflial  fphere, 
handle  the  crayon  and  the  graver,  and  who,  at  eight 
years  of  age,  was  the  beft  dancer  in  the  youthful 
parties  that  met  occadonally  to  aflifl:  at  fome  little 
family  feftival,  was  frequently  called  into  the  kitchen 
to  make  an  omelet,  pick  herbs,  or  fkim  the  pot. 
That  mixture  of  ferious  ftudies,  agreeable  relax- 
ations, and  domeftic  cares,  properly  oi-dered,  and 
rendered  agreeable  by  my  mother's  good  manage- 
ment, made  me  fit  for  every  thing,  feemed  to  fore- 
bode the  v-Lciffitudes  of  my  fortune,  and  enabled 
me  to  fupport  them.  In  every  place  I  am  at  home  : 
lean  prepare  my  own  dinner  with  as  much  add  refs 
as  Philopoemen  cut  v/ood ;  but  no  one  feeing  me 
fo  engaged,  would  think  it  an  office  in  which  I 
ought  to  be  employed. 

it  may  be  fuppofed,  from  what  I  have  already 
related,  that  my  mother  did  not  negled  what  is 
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called  religion.  She  was  pious  without  being  a 
bigot  ;  (he  had  faith,  or  endeavoured  to  have  faith  j 
and  conformed  her  condud:  to  the  rules  of  the 
church  with  the  humility  and  regularity  of  a  per- 
fon  who,  finding  it  neceffary  for  her  peace  of  mind 
to  adopt  great  principles,  does  not  hefitate  at  tri- 
fling details.  The  refpedlful  air  with  which  the 
firft  notions  of  religion  had  been  prefented  to  me, 
had  difpofed  me  to  receive  them  with  attention. 
They  were  of  a  nature  calculated  to  make  confider- 
able  impreffion  on  a  lively  imagination ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  troublefome  doubts  frequently  ex- 
cited by  my  infant  reafon,  which  regarded  with 
furprife  the  transformation  of  the  devil  into  a  fer- 
pent,  and  thought  it  cruel  in  God  to  have  permitted 
it,  I  at  lafi:  believed  and  adored. 

I  had  received  confirmation  with  the  deep  at- 
tention of  a  mind  that  calculates  the  importance 
of  its  anions,  and  meditates  on  its  duties.  The 
preparing  me  for  my  firft  communion  was  talked 
of,  and  I  felt  a  facred  terror  take  polTeflion  of  my 
foul. 

I  read  books  of  devotion ;  I  was  feized  with 
an  irrefiftible  defire  to  employ  my  mind  about  the 
great  objeds  of  eternal  mifery  and  happinels ,  and, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  all  my  thoughts  centred 
in  thofe  points.  Religious  ideas  gained  a  com- 
plete afcendance  over  my  heart,  and  concurred 
with  my  natural  forwardnefs  in  bringing  on  the 
reign  of  fentiment  before  its  time.  It  began  with 
the  love  of  God,  the  fublime  raptures  of  which 
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rendered  the  firfl  years  of  my  adolefcence  fafe  and 
happy,  refigned  the  reft  to  the  care  of  philofophy, 
and  fecmed  likely  to  proteft  me  for  ever  from  the 
llorm  of  thofe  pafiions,  from  which,  with  a  confti- 
tution  as  vigorous  as  that  of  a  prize-fighter,  it  is 
with  difficulty  that  I  preferve  my  riper  age. 

The  fit  of  devotion  which  agitated  me,  pro- 
duced an  aftonifhing  alteration  in  my  mind.  I  be- 
came profoundly  humble  and  inexpreffibly  timid. 
I  looked  upon  men  with  a  fort  of  terror,  which  in- 
creafed  when  any  of  tliem  flruck  me  as  amiable.  I 
watched  over  my  thoughts  with  extreme  fcrupulo- 
fity  ;  the  leafl  profane  image  that  offered  itfelf  to 
my  mind,  however  confufedly,  feemed  a  crime. 
I  contraded  fuch  a  habit  of  referve,  that,  perufing 
Buffon's  Natural  Hiftory  at  the  age  of  iixteen, 
"when  no  longer  a  devotee,  I  ikipped  the  article 
Man,  and  turned  over  the  plates  relating  to  it, 
with  the  fpeed  and  terror  of  a  perfon  who  fees  a 
precipice  beneath  his  feet.  In  fliort,  I  did  not 
marry  till  I  was  twenty-five  5  and  with  a  heart  fuch 
as  may  be  imagined,  fenfes  highly  inflammable^ 
and  confiderable  information  as  to  feveral  points,  I 
had  fo  well  avoided  all  knowledge  concerning  one 
circumftance,  that  the  Confequences  of  marriage 
were  as  furprifing  to  me  as  they  were  unpleafant. 

My  life,  which  every  day  grew  more  and  more 
retired,  appeared  flill  too  worldly  to  admit  of  my 
preparing  for  my  firfl  communion.  That  import- 
ant tranfacllon,  which  was  to  have  fuch  influence 
on  my  eternal  falvation,.  occupied  all  my  thoughts. 
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I  acquired  a  tafte  for  divine  fervi.ce  ;  I  was  ftruck 
with  its  folcmnity  ;  1  read  with  avidity  the  explana- 
tion of  the  church  ceremonies,  and  treafured  up 
their  myftic  fignification  in  my  mind.  Every  day 
I  turned  over  my  foHo  Lives  of  the  Saints,  and  re- 
gretted thofe  happy  days  when  the  pcrfccuting  fury 
of  paganifm  conferred  the  crown  of  martyrdom 
upon  courageous  chrifiians.  I  began  to  think  fe- 
rioufly  of  embracing  a  new  kind  of  life,  aiid,  after 
profound  meditations,  fixed  upon  my  plan.  Until 
then,  the  idea  of  parting  from  my  mother  ufed  to 
draw  a  flood  of  tears  from  my  eyes  j  and  whenever 
any  of  my  friends  wiflied  to  divert  themfelves  with 
the  fudden  clouds  that  fenfibility  fpread  over  my 
expreflive  brow,  they  never  failed  to  talk  of  con- 
vents, and  of  the  propriety  of  fending  young  women 
to  inhabit  them  for  a  fliort  fpace  of  time.  But 
what  ought  w^e  not  to  facrifice  to  the  Lord  ?  I  had 
formed,  of  the  folitudeand  filence  of  a  cloifter,  thofe 
grand  or  romantic  ideas  which  an  adive  imagina- 
tion would  naturally  engender.  The  niore  folemn 
its  abode,  the  better  it  fuited  the  enthufiaftic  dif- 
pofition  of  my  mind.  One  evening,  after  fupper, 
being  alone  with  my  parents,  I  fell  at  their  feet, 
(hedding  at -the  fame  time  a  torrent  of  tears,  which 
deprived  me  of  utterance.  Aftonifhed  and  uneafy, 
•  they  alked  the  meaning  of  this  ftrange  emotion.  *  I 
beg  of  you,'  faid  I,  fobbing,  '  to  do  a  thing,  whicR 
is  moft  painful  to  my  heart,  but  which  is  called  for 
by  my  confcience.  Send  me  to  a  convent.'  They 
raifed  me  from  the  ground.    My  excellent  mother 
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was  affe(^ed,  and  no  doubt  would  have  been  alarmed, 
if  my  having  been  conRantly  in  her  prefence  for 
fome  time  before,  had  not  removed  all  grounds  of 
fear :  (he  aiked  me  what  it  was  that  made  me  de- 
lirous  of  leaving  them,  obferving  at  the  fame  time 
I  had  never  been  refafed  any  reafonable  requeft.  I 
anfwered,  it  was  my  vvifh  to  receive  the  communion 
for  the  firft  time  in  a  difpofition  of  mind  fuitable 
to  the  folemnity  of  the  occallon.  My  father  com- 
mended my  zeal,  and  expreffed  his  readinefs  to 
comply  with  my  defire.  The  next  difficulty  was, 
the  making  a  choice  among  the  different  religious 
houfes,  in  none  of  which  my  parents  had  any  con- 
nexions ;  but  they  recoUeded  that  my  mufic- 
mafter  had  fpoken  of  a  convent  in  which  he  gave 
lefibns  to  feveral  young  ladies,  and  refolved  to 
make  inquiry  concerning  it.  They  found  it  to  be 
arefpeftabie  houfe,  and  of  an  order  not  very  {Iriift. 
The  nuns  had  confequently  the  reputation  of  not 
pradifing  thofe  extravagancies  and  mummeries  for 
which  nuns  are  generally  remarkable :  the  education 
of  youth  was  alfo  their  profefTion.  They  kept  a  day- 
fchool  for  children  of  the  lo\vcr  clafs,  whom  they 
taught  graiisy  in  conformity  with  their  vows,  and 
who  came  from  their  own  homes  to  a  room  fet 
apart  for  them  ;  the  boarding  fchool  for  fuch  young 
women  as  were  confided  to  their  care^  being  en~ 
'tireiy  cctached. 

My  m.otiier  took  the  .necelTary  fteps;  and  after 
carrying  ^e  to  vifit  all  my  relations  of  the  fuperior 
degree,  and  iriforming  them  of  my  refolution, 
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ivWch  was  highly  commended,  conducfted  me  to  the 
fifherhood  of  the  Congregation,  in  the  Rue  Neuve 
St.  Etienne,  Fauxbourg  St.  Marceau,  very  near  the 
prifon  in  which  I  am  now  confined.  While  prelT- 
ing  my  dear  mother  in  my  arms  at  the  moment  of 
parting  with  her  for  the  firft  time  in  miy  life,  I 
thought  my  heart  would  have  biirR ;  but  I  was 
ailing  in  obalience  to  the  voice  of  God,  and  pafTed 
the  threfliold  of  the  cloifter,  offering  up  to  him, 
with  tears,  the  greatefl:  f:xcrifice  I  was  capable  of 
making.  That  was  the  feventh  of  May  1765,  when 
I  was  eleven  years  and  two  months  old. 

In  the  gloom  of  a  prifon,  in  the  midft  of  thofe 
political  commotions  which  ravage  niy  country, 
and  fwecp  away  all  that  is  dear  to  me,  how  fhall 
I  recall  to  my  mind,  and  how  defcribe,  that  period 
of  rapture  and  tranquillity  ?  What  lively  colours 
can  exprefs  the  foft  emotions  of  a  young  heart 
endued  with  tendernefs  and  fenfibility,  greedy  of 
happinefs,  beginning  to  be  alive  to  the  feelings  of 
jiature,  and  perceiving  the  Deity  alone  ?  Tlie  firft 
night  that  I  fpent  at  the  convent  was  a  night  of 
agitation,  I  was  no  longer  under  the  paternal 
roof.  I  was  at  a  difliance  from  that  kind  mother, 
who- was  doubtlefs  thinking  of  me  with  afre<5tionare 
emotion.  A  dim  light  diffufed  itfelf  through  the 
room  in  which  I  had  been  put  to  bed,  with  four 
children  of  my  own  age.  I  flole  foftly  from  my 
couch,  and  drew  near  the  window,  the  light  of 
the  moon  enabling  me  to  diflingui^  the  garden, 
which  it  overlooked.   The  deepeft  filence  prevailed 
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around,  and  I  liftened  to  it,  if  I  may  ufe  the  cx- 
preffion,  with  a  fort  of  refpedl.  Lofty  trees  cail 
their  gigantic  (hadows  along  the  ground,  and  pro* 
rnifed  a  fecure  afylum  to  peaceful  meditation.  I 
lifted  up  my  eyes  to  the  heavens ;  they  were  un- 
clouded and  ferene*  I  imagined  that  I  felt  the 
preicnce  of  the  Deity  fmiUng  on  my  facrificc,  and 
already  offering  n  e  a  reward  in  the  confolatory 
peace  of  a  celeftial  abode.  Tears  of  delight  flowed 
gently  down  my  cheeks.  I  repeated  my  vows  with 
holy  ecfiacy,  and  went  to  bed  again  to  tafle  the 
flumber  of  the  eleft. 

i\s  it  uas  evening  w^hen  I  came  to  the  con- 
vent, I  had  nor  yet  feen  all  my  fellow- boarders. 
They  were  thirty-four  in  number,  and  were  af- 
fembled  in  one  fchool-room,  from  the  age  of  fix 
to  that  of  feventeen  or  eighteen,  but  were  divided 
into  two  tables  at  meal^,  and  as  it  were  into  two 
fedions  m  the  courfe  of  tiie  day,  to  perform  their 
exercifes.  "  There  was  fo  much  of  the  httle  woman 
about  me  that  it  was  immediately  judged  proper 
to  include  me  in  the  elder  fet.  1  accordingly 
became  the  twelfth  at  their  table,  and  found 
•myfelf  the  youngeft  of  them  all.  The  tone  of 
politenefs  which  my  mc  tticr  had  rendered  fami- 
liar, the  fedate  air  which  was  become  habitual 
'to  me,  and  my  courteous  and  corred  m.ode  of 
fpeaking,  in  no  v/ay  relembled  the  noify  and 
thoughtlefs  mirth  of  my  volatile  companions.  The 
children  addreffed  themfeives  to  me  with  a  fort 
•pf  confidence,  becaufe  I  never  gave  them  a  rough 
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anfvver;  and  the  elder  girls  treated  me  with  a 
kind  of  refped,  becaufe  my  relcrve  did  not  render 
me  the  lets  obliging  to  them,  while  it  procured  par- 
ticular attention  from  the  nuns.  Brought  up  as 
I  had  hitherto  been,  it  was  not  furprifmg  I 
fnould  be  found  better  informed  than  moft  of  my 
clafs,  ^ven  than  thofe  whofe  age  the  moft  exceeded 
mine.  The  nuns  perceived  they  might  derive 
honour  from  my  education,  merely  from  my 
being  under  their  care,  without  being  obHged  to 
take  any  pains  to  continue  it.  I  knew  already,  or 
very  eafily  learnt,  every  thing  they  gave  me  to 
ftudy ;  and  became  the  favourite  of  the  whofe 
fifterhood :  it  was  quite  matter  of  contention  who 
fliould  carefs  and  compliment  me.  She,  whofe 
bufmefs  it  was  to  teach  the  boarders  to  write, 
was  feventy  years  of  age,  and  had  taken  the  veil 
at  fifty,  either  out  of  chagrin  at  fome  difap- 
pointment,  or  in  confequence  of  forne  misfor- 
tune. She  had  been  well  educated,  and  joined  to 
that  advantage  all  that  could  be  derived  from  good 
breeding  and  a  knowledge  of  the  world.  She 
valued  herfelf  on  her  fkill  in  teaching,  ftill  wrote 
a  very  fine  hand,  embroidered  with  elegance,  gave 
excellent  leflbns  of  orthography,  and  was  by  no 
means  unacquainted  with  hifl:ory\  Her  diminu- 
tive figure,  her  age  itfelf,  and  fome  fmall  tinc- 
ture of  pedantry,  occafioned  old  fifter  St.  Sophia 
to  be  treated,  by  her  giddy  little  pupils,  with  lefs 
refpecl  than  fhe  deferved  j  and  if  I  recoiled  aright, 
the  jealoufy  of  the  good  nuns,  who  were  fond  of 
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expofing  her  defedVs  becaufe  they  did  not  poflefs 
her  talents,  tended  not  a  little  to  encourage  their 
impertinence.  This  excellent  woman  foon  became 
much  attached  to  me  on  account  of  my  fludious 
turn.  After  having  given  a'leflbn  to  the  whole 
clafs,  (lie  would  take  me  afide,  make  me  repeat  my 
grammar,  go  over  my  maps,  and  extradl  paflages 
from  hiftory.  She  even  obtained  permiffion  to 
take  me  to  her  ceil,  were  I  ufed  to  read  to  her. 

Of  my  former  tutors  I  had  retained  only  one, 
and  that  was  my  mufic-mafter,  of  whom  I  received 
leflbns  in  the  parlour,  wdth  two  of  my  fellow- 
boarders,  under  the  infpeclion  of  a  nun:  and  in 
order  to  keep  up  my  drawing,  I  was  attended  by  a 
female  artift,  who  was  admitted  into  the  interior 
of  the  convent. 

The  regularity  of  a  life  filled  up  with  fuch  a 
variety  of  ftudies,  was  perfedly  fuitable  to  the 
adivity  of  my  mind,  as  well  as  to  my  natural  taflc 
for  method  and  application.  I  was  one  of  the  firft 
at  every  thing ;  and  ftill  I  had  leifure,  becaufe  I 
was  diligent,  and  did  not  lofe  a  moment  of  my 
time.  In  the  \iours  fet  apart  for  walking  and 
recreation,  I  felt  no  defire  to  run  and  play  with  the 
crowd,  but  retired  to  fome  folitary  fpot  to  read 
and  meditate.  How  delighted  was  I  with  the  beauty 
of  the  foliage,  the  breath  of  the  zephyrs,  and 
the  fragrance  of  the  furrounding  flowers!  Every- 
where I  perceived  the  hand  of  the  Deity  ^  I  was 
fenfible  of  his  beneficent  care  of  his  creatures ;  and 
}  admired  his  wonderful  works.  Full  of  grati- 
tude^ 
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tude,  I  went  to  adore  him  in  the  church,  where 
the  majeftic  founds  of  the  organ,  accompanied  by 
the  captivating  voices  of  the  young  nuns  chanting 
their  anthems,  completed  my  ecftacy.  Indepen- 
dently of  mafs,  to  which  all  the  boarders  were 
regularly  condu(fl:ed  in  the  morning,  half  an  hour 
in  the  a'ternoon  of  every  working-day  was  confe- 
crated  to  meditation,  to  which  thofe  only  were 
admitted  who  appeared  capable  of  it,  or  at  leafl  of 
filling  up  that  interval  of  time  by  the  attentive  read- 
ing of  religious  works.    It  was  not  even  neceflary 
for  me  to  iolicit  this  favour,  which  they  were  eager 
to  confer  upon  me  as  a  recompence  for  my  zeal : 
but  I  earneflly  requefted  to  be  allowed  to  receive 
my  firft  communion  at  the  next  great  fellival, 
which  happened  to  be  the  AiTumption.  Though 
it  followed  foon  after  my  entrance  into  the  con- 
vent, my  requeft  was  granted  with  the  unanimous 
confent  of  the  fuperiors,  and  of  the  director.  The 
latter  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  and  a  monk  of  the 
monaftery  of  St.  Victor,  w^here  he  officiated  as 
redor.    He  had  undertaken  the  tafk  of  confefling 
the  boarders  of  the  Congregation,  and  was  well  fitted 
for  it  by  his  age,  which  was  upwards  of  fifty, 
by  the  mildnefs  of  his  temper,  and  by  his  great 
good  fenfc,  which  tempered  the  auflerity  of  his 
morals  and  demeanour.    At  the  time  I  was  con- 
fided to  his  care,  Mr.  Garat,  the  pried  of  my 
parifli,  had  the  condefcenfion  to  come  himfelf  to 
the  convent  to  depofit  his  tender  lamb  in  the  hands 
of  his  fpiritual  brother.    They  had  an  interview 
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in  the  parlour  in  my  prefence,  and  converfed  in 
Latin,  which  1  did  not  perfedly  underftand,  but 
of  which  I  comprehended  a  few  words  very  much 
to  my  advantage.  Thefe  neVer  efcape  the  pene- 
tration of  a  female,  whatever  may  be  her  age,  or 
the  language  in  which  they  are  uttered.  I  gained 
confiderably  by  the  change.  Garat  was  a  mere 
pedant,  in  whom  I  fliould  have,  found  all  the 
fternnefs  of  a  fpiritual  judge  :  the  monk  of  St. 
Vi<flor  was  an  upright  and  enlightened  man,  who 
diredled  my  pious  affeftions  to  all  that  is  great  and 
fublime  in  morality ;  and  who  took  a  pleafure  in 
developing  the  germs  of  virtue,  by  the  inftrumen- 
tality  of  religion,  without  any  abfurd  mixture  of 
its  myfticifm.  I  loved  him  as  much  as  if  he  had 
been  my  father ;  and  during  the  three  years  that 
he  furvived,  after  my  quitting  the  convent,  went 
regularly  from  a  confiderable  difhance  to  St.  Vic- 
tor's, on  the  eve  of  great  feftivals,  to  confefs  my- 
felf  to  him. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  catholic  religion, 
though  httle  fuited  to  a  found  judgment  and  an 
enlightened  mind,  that  fubjedts  its  faith  to  the 
•  rules  of  rcafon,  is  well  calculated  to  captivate  the 
imagination,  which  it  lays  hold  of  by  means  of 
the  grand  and  the  terrific,  while  at  the  fame  time 
it  occupies  the  fenfes  by  myfterious  ceremonies, 
alternately  foothing  and  melancholy.  Eternity, 
always  prefent  to  the  mind  of  its  fedVaries,  calls 
them  to  contemplation.  It  renders  them  fcrupu- 
lous  appreciators  of  good  and  evil,  while  its  daily 
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pradices  and  awful  rites  ferve  both  to  keep  ijp 
the  attention,  and  offer  the  eafy  means  of  advanc- 
ing towards  the  end  propofed.  Women  are 
wonderful  adepts  in  giving  a  grace  to  thofe  prac- 
tices, and  in  accompanying  rites  with  whatever 
can  add  to  their  charms  and  fplendour  —  an 
art  in  which  nuns  particularly  excel.  A  novice 
took  the  veil  foon  after  my  arrival  at  the  convent. 
The  church  and  the  altar  were  decorated  with 
flowers,  brilliant  luftrcs,  filk  curtains,  and  other 
rich  ornaments.  The  aflembly  was  numerous, 
and  came  crowding  into  the  outer  part  of  the 
church,  with  that  feftive  air,  which  a  family  ufually 
affects  on  fuch  an  occafion,  as  if  it  were  the  wed- 
ding of  one  of  the  children.  The  young  vidlim 
appeared  at  the  grate  in  the  moft  fplenilid  drefs, 
•which  however  (he  foon  pulled  off,  to  appear  again 
covered  with  a  white  veil,  and  crowned  with 
rofes.  I  ftill  feel  the  agitation  which  her  flightly 
tremulous  voice  excited  in  my  bofom,  when  (he 
nielodioufly  chanted  the  cuftomary  verfe,  Elegit^ 
&c.  Here  ha^-jc  /  cJiofen  my  abode ^  and  will  ejiablijlt 
h  for  ever.  I  liave  not  forgotten  the  notes  of  this 
little  paliage  ;  but  can  repeat  them  as  accurately 
as  if  I  had  heard  them  only  yeftcrday ;  and  happy 
fliould  I  be  if  1  could  chant  them  in  America  1 
Great  God  !  with  what  emphofis  fhould  I  utter 
them  now !  — But  when  the  novice,  after  pronouncing 
her  vows,  was  covered,  as  Pne  lay  proftrate  on  the 
ground,  with  a  pall,  under  which  one  might  have 
fuppofed  her  to  be  buried,  I  trembled  with  horror. 

To 
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To  me  it  reprefented  the  image  of  ahfolufe 
diffolution  of  every  earthly  tie,  and  the  renunciation 
of  all  that  was  dear  to  her.  1  was  no  longer  my- 
felf :  I  was  the  very  vidVim  of  the  facrifice.  I 
thought  they  were  tearing  me  from  my  mother, 
and  flied  a  torrent  of  tears.  With  fenfibility  like 
this,  which  renders  impreffions  fo  profound,  and 
occafions  fo  many  things  to  ftrike  us,  that  pafs 
away  like  fliadows  before  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar, 
our  exiftence  never  grows  languid.  Accordingly, 
I  have  refleded  on  mine  from  an  early  period, 
without  having  ever  found  it  a  burden,  even  in 
the  midft:  of  the  fevereft  trials ;  and  though  not 
yet  .forty,  I  have  lived  to  a  prodigious  age,  if  life  be 
xneafured  by  the  fentiment  which  has  marked 
every  moment  of  its  duration. 

I  Ihould  have  too  many  fcenes  of  a  fimilar  na- 
ture to  recount,  were  I  to  go  over  all  whrch  the' 
emotions  of  a  tender  piety  have  engraven  on  my 
heart.  The  charm  and  habit  of  thefe  fenfations 
made  an  impreffion  upon  me  which  nothing  can 
efface.  Philofophy  has  difpelied  the.  iilufions  of 
an  empty  faith,  but  it  has  not  annihilated  the 
effed  of  certain  objedls  on  my  fenfes,  or  their 
affociation  with  the  ideas  and  difpofition  of  mind 
which  they  were  accuftomed  to  excite.  I  can  ftill 
attend  divine  fervice  with  pleafure,  if  performed 
with  folemnity.  1  for-get  the  quackery  of  priefts,. 
their  ridiculous  fables  and  abfurd  myfteries,  and 
fee  nothing  but  weak  mortals  affembied  together 
to  implore  the  fuccour  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Tlie 
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The  mlferics  of  mankind,  and  the  confolatory 
liope  of  an  omnipotent  remunerator,  occupy  my 
thoughts.  Every  extraneous  idea  is  excluded ; 
the  paflions  fubfide  into  tranquilHty,  and  the  fenfe 
of  my  duties  is  quickened.  If  mufic  form  a  part 
of  the  ceremony,  I  find  myfclf  tranfported  ta 
another  world  ;  and  I  come  out  with  an  amended 
heart  from  a  place,  to  which  the  imbecile  and 
ignorant  crowd  refort,  without  reflection,  to  adore 
a  morfel  of  bread.  It  is  with  religion  as  with 
many  other  human  inftitutions ;  it  does  not  change 
the  difpofition  of  an  individual,  but  affimilates 
itfelf  to  his  nature,  and  they  are  together  exalted 
or  enfeebled.  The  herd  of  mankind  think  but 
little,  take  every  thing  on  hearfay,  and  adt  from 
inllind;  fo  that  there  prevails  a  perpetual  contra- 
didion  between  the  principles  they  admit,  and  the 
conduft  they  purfue.  Strong  minds  proceed 
upon  a  different  plan ;  they  require  confiftency, 
and  their  adions  are  a  faithful  tranfcript  of  their 
faith.  In  my  infancy,  I  neceflarily  embraced  the 
creed  that  was  offered  me  :  it  was  mine,  until  mv 
mind  was  fufficiently  edightened  to  examine  it; 
but  even  then  all  my  adlions  were  in  flrid  conformity 
with  its  precepts.  I  was  afloniflied  at  the  levity  of 
thofe,  who,  profefiing  a  fimilar  faith,  a(^led  in  a 
contrary  way  ;  in  like  manner  as  I  am  now  indig- 
nant at  the  cowardice  of  men,  who  would  wiih 
to  fee  their  country  free,  and  yet  fet  a  value  upon 
life  when  an  opportunity  offers  of  rifking  it  for  the 
public  weal. 

Though 
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Though  wifliing  to  avoid  repetitions uponi  the  filtfie 
fubjeft,  I  will  neverthelefs  relate  an  incident  that 
marks  the  fituation  of  my  mind  at  the  moment  of 
my  firft  communion.  Prepared  by  all  the  means 
cuftomary  in  convents,  by  retirement,  long  prayers,- 
filence,  and  meditation,  I  confidered  it  as  a  folemrt 
engagement,  and  the  pledge  of  eternal  felicity^ 
This  idea  engrofled  the  whole  of  my  attention. 
It  fo  inflamed  my  imagination,  and  fofrened  my 
heart  to  fiich  a  degree,  that,  bathed  in  tears,  and 
enraptured  with  divine  love,  I  was  incapable  of 
walking  to  the  altar  without  the  aflift^ince  of  a 
nun,  who  came  and  took  me  under  both  arms,  and 
helped  me  to  advance  to  the  facred  table.  Thefe 
dcmonftralions,  which  were  by  no  means  affefted, 
but  the  natural  confequence  of  a  fentiment  I  could 
not  reprefs,  obtained  me  great  conhderation,  and 
all  the  good  old  women  I  met  upon  my  way  v/ere 
fure  to  recommend  themielves  to  my  prayers.- 

Methinks  I  hear  my  reader  alk,  if  this  heart  fo 
tender,  this- extreme  fenfibility,  were  not  at  length 
exercifed  on  more  fubftantial  objeds  ^  and  whether 
thefe  early  dreams  of  blifs  were  not  afterwards 
realifed  by  a  paffion,  of  which  fome  happy  indi- 
vidual fiiared  the  fruits  ? 

To  ali  this  my  anfwer  is,  let  us  not  anticipate. 
Dwell  with  me  awhile  upon  thofe  peaceful  days 
of  holy  delufion.  Think  you  that,  in  an  age  fo 
corrupt,  and  in  a  fecial  order  fo  perverfe^  it  is 
poffible  to  tafhe  the  delights  of  nature  and  inno- 
cence ?  Vulgar  fouls  indeed  may  nnd  pleafure  ift 
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fuch  an  age ;  but  as  to  thofe  for  whom  pleafurc 
alone  would  be  too  little,  impelled  on  the  one 
liand  by  pafTions  that  promiib  them  more,  and 
reftrained  on  the  other  by  duties  which  they  are 
bound  to  refpedl,  however  abfurd  and  fcvcre, 
their  enjoyments  confifh  of  little  elfe  but  the 
dear-bought  glory  of  facrificing  the  feelings  of 
nature  to  the  tyrannical  inllitutions  of  mankind. 
Let  us  then,  for  the  prefent,  feek  repofe  of  fpirit 
in  the  pure  joys  of  friend  (hip,  which  came  to  offer 
me  its  comforts,  and  to  which  I  have  been  indebted 
for  fo  many  happy  days. 

Some  months  had  elapfed  fince  my  arrival  at 
the  convent,  where  I  fpent  my  time  in  the  way 
defcribed  above.  Once  a  week  I  was  yifited  by 
my  parents,  who  took  me  out  on  Sundays,  after 
divine  fervice,  to  v/alk  in  the  Jardin  du  Rci,  now 
called  /e  Jardin  des  Flantes,  I  never  cpitted  them 
without  lliedding  tears,  which  proceeded  from 
affedlion  to  their  perfons,  and  not  from  dillike  to 
my  fituation ;  for  I  returned  with  pleafure  to  the 
filent  cloifters,  and  walked  through  them  with 
meafured  fteps,  the  better  to  enjoy  their  folitude. 
Sometimes  I  would  flop  at  a  tomb,  on  which  the 
eulogy  of  a  pious  maiden  was  engraved.  'She  is 
happy!'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  with  a  f]gh  :  and  then 
^  melancholy,  which  was  not  without  its  charms, 
would  take  poflc/fion  of  my  foul,  and  make  me 
long  to  be  received  into  the  bofom  of  the  Deity, 
where  I  hoped  to  find  that  perfedl  felicity  of  which 
J  felt  tlie  want. 

VOL.  II.     PART  III.  Q  Th? 
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The  arrival  of  new  boarders  was  an  event  which 
put  all  our  youthful,  fpirits  on  the  wing,  the 
curiofity  of  girls  in  a  convent  being  ftronger  upon 
fuch  occafions  than  can  well  be  imagined.  Young 
iadies  from  Amiens  had  been  announced.  It  was 
on  a  fummer's  evening,  and  we  were  walking  down 
an  avenue  of  trees,  when  the  exclamation,  '  There 
they  are  }  there  they  are  !*  palFed  fuddenly  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  The  principal  miftrefs  com- 
mitted the  ftrangers  to  the  care  of  the  nun  whofe 
bufinefs  at  that  time  it  happened  to  be  to  fuper- 
intend  the  boarders.  The  crowd  galhered  round 
them,  walked  away,  returned  again,  fell  at  length 
into  regular  order,  and  paraded  up  and  down  the 
fame  walk  in  parties  to  exam/ine  the  Mifs  Cannets, 
They  v/ere  two  lifters.  The  eldeft  was  about 
eighteen,  of  a  line  (h ape,  a  forward  air,  and  eafy 
carriage,  and  was  rendered  remarkable  by  fome- 
thing  about  her  which  indicated  at  the  fame  time 
fenfibility,  pride,  and  difcontent.  The  youngeft 
was  not  m.ore  than  fourteen  :  a  veil  of  white  gauze 
covered  her  charming  countenance,  and  ill  concealed 
the  tears  in  which  it  was  bathed.  I  felt  a  hking 
for  her  at  firft  fight,  flopped  to  get  a  better  view 
of  her  perfon,  and  then  mixed  with  the  talkers  to. 
inquire  what  they  knew  of  her. 

She  was  the  favourite,  they  faid,  of  her  mother, 
whom  flie  tenderly  loved,  and  with  whom  fl:ie  was. 
fo  loth  to  part,  that  her  fifter  had  been  fent  with 
her  in  order  to  enable  her  the  better  to  bear  the 
feparation.  Both  were  fcated  at  fupper  at  the  fame 
4  table 
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table  with  me.  Sophia  ate  but  httle.  Her  mute 
grief  was  no  way  rcpulfivc,  and  could  not  fail  to 
infpire  every  body  with  concern.  Her  fifter  appeared 
lefs  occupied  in  confoling  her,  than  dililitisfied  with 
fharing  her  lot.  Nor  was  fiie  altogether  in  the 
wrong.  A  girl  of  eighteen,  torn  from  the  world, 
to  which  {he  had  been  redored,  in  order  to  return 
to  a  convent  as  her  fifter's  companion,  might  natu- 
rally enough  conflder  herfelf  as  facrificed  by  her 
mother ;  who  in  fadt  had  nothing  in  view  but  to 
curb  an  impetuous  temper,  which  Ihe  found  herfelf 
unable  to  govern.  It  was  not  neceffary  to  be  long 
in  the  company  of  the  lively  Henrietta  to  difcover 
.thefe  things.  Frank  even  to  rudenefs,  impatient 
even  to  irafcibillty,  and  gay  even  to  folly,  Ihe  had 
all  the  fpirit  of  her  age  without  having  any  of  its  rea- 
fon.  Capricious,  flighty,  fometimes  charming, 
and  often  infupportable,  her  burfts  of  pa(Iion  were 
fucceeded  by  the  mofl  affedlionate  atonements.  She 
joined  to  extreme  fenfibility  the  utmoft  extrava- 
gance of  imagination.  You  could  not  avoid  loving, 
even  while  you  fcolded  hers  and  yet  it  was  difficult 
to  live  with  her  upon  terms  of  endearment.  Poor 
Sophia  had  much  to  (uffer  from  the  difpolition  of 
her  fifter,  irritated  againft  her  from  feelings  of  jea- 
Joufy,  too  juft  at  the  fame  time  not  to  efteem  her 
as  Ihe  deferved,  and  confequently  finding  in  their 
intercourfe  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  provoke 
.that  unevennefs  of  temper,  which  fhe  herfelf  was 
the  firft  to  lament.  The  fedatenefs  of  premature 
Teafoji  was  Sophia's  principal  charadteriftic.  Her 

D  2  feelings 
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feelings  were  not  very  acute,  becaufe  her  head  was 
cool  and  compofed :  but  flie  loved  to  reafon  and 
refled.  Gentle,  without  being  forward  in  her  dc- 
monftrations  of  kindnefs,  flic  courted  nobody's 
good-will,  but  obliged  every  body  when  an  oppor- 
tunity occurred,  never  anticipating  nor  ever  oppoling; 
the  wifh  of  other  people.  She  was  fond  both  of 
workino;  and  reading.    Her  forrows  had  aflfecled 

o  o 

me  ;  I  was  pleafed  with  her  demeanour  j  I  felt  that 
I  had  met  with  a  companion ;  and  we  became  in- 
feparable.  I  attached  myfelf  to  her  with  that  un- 
referve  which  is  fo  natural  when  we  are  in  want  of 
an  objedl  on  which  to  place  our  afFedlions,  and 
meet  with  a  perfbn  who  feems  fit  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cancy ia  our  heart.  Working,  reading,  walking, 
all  my  occupations  and  amufements  were  fhared 
with  Sophia.  She  was  of  a  religious  turn,  fome- 
what  lefs  tender  than'  I,  but  equally  fincere  and 
that  refemblance  between  us  contributed  not  a 
little  to  our  intimacy.  It  was,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs 
myfelf,  under  the  wing  of  Providence,  and  in 
the  tranfports  of  a  common  zeal,  that  our  friend- 
fliip  was  cultivated  :  we  wifhed  reciprocally  to 
fupport  and  forward  each  other  in  the  road  to 
perfection.  Sophia  was  an  unmerciful  reafoner ; 
file  w'anted  to  analyfe,  to  difcufs,  to  know  every 
thing.  I  talked  much  lefs,  and  laid  little  ftrefs 
upon  any  thing  but  refults.  She  took  a  pleafure  in 
convcrfmg  with  me,  for  1  was  an  adept  at  liftening  ; 
and  when  I  differed  from  her  in  opinion,  my  oppofi^ 
tion  was  fo  gentle,  for  fear  of  offending  her,  that 
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hot  one  of  all  our  arguments  ever  produced  tlie 
fmalleft  difTenfion  between  us.  Her  fociety  was 
extremely  dear  to  me,  for  I  wilhed  to  confide  to  a 
perfon  who  could  undcrftand  me,  the  Icntiments 
wliich  t  felt,  and  which  feemed  to  be  heightened  by 
participation.  About  three  years  older  than  my- 
felf,  and  a  little  lefs  balhfalj  fne  had  a  fort  of  ex- 
ternal advantage  which  I  did  not  envy  her.  She 
prattled  prettily  and  fluently,  while  I  knew  only  how 
to  anfwer.  True  it  is,  that  people  took  a  particular 
pleafure  in  queftioning  me ;  but  that  was  a  tafk  every- 
one was  not  equal  to.  To  my  dear  friend  alone  was 
I  truly  communicative  ;  others  had  only,  as  it  were, 
a  glimpfe  of  me,  unlefs,  indeed,  it  were  a  perfon  fuf- 
ficiently  fkilful  to  lift  up  the  veil,  which,  'without 
intending  to  hide,  I  naturally  threw  over  myfelf. 

Henrietta  was  fometimes,  but  not  often,  of  our 
party.  She  had  formed  a  more  congenial  connec- 
tion with  a  Mademoifelle  de  Cornillon,  a  girl  of 
eighteen  years  of  age,  who  was  as  ugly  as  fin,  and  as 
full  of  wit  and  mifchief  as  the  devil ;  a  proper  hob- 
goblin in  fliort  to  frighten  children,  but  who 
would  not  have  chofen  to  enter  the  lifts  either 
againfl  Sophia's  fober  reafon  or  mine. 

I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  the  tender  marks  of 
affection  that  were  fliewn  mc  from  my  fiift  arrival 
by  an  excellent  girl,  whofe  unalterable  attachment 
has  afforded  me  confolation  on  more  occafions  than 
one.  Angelica  Boufflers,  born  to  no  inheritance, 
had  taken  the  veil  at  the  age  of  feventeen.  She 
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was  flill  Ignorant  of  her  own  dlfpofition.  Natiive 
had  formed  her  of  the  moft  combuftible  materials ; 
and  the  compreffion  fuffered  by  her  energies  had 
exalted  the  fenfibility  of  her  heart,  and  the  vivacity 
of  her  mind,  to  the  higheft  poffible  degree.  The 
want  of  fortune  had  afiigned  her  a  place  among  the 
lay  fifters,  with  whom  fiie  had  nothing  in  common 
but  the  fervility  of  their  funftioiis.    There  are 
minds  which  ftand  in  no  need  of  cultivation.  St. 
Agatha,  (for  that  was  the  name  (he  had  afiumed 
upon  taking  the  veil),  without  having  much  edu- 
cation to  boaft  of,  was  fuperior  not  only  to  her  com- 
panions in  fervitude.  but  to  mofh  of  the  ladies*  of 
the  choir.    Her  worth  v/as  known  5  and  though, 
according  to  the  ufage  of  thofe  focieties,  where  the 
majority  are  always  ungrateful,  exceffive  labour  was 
hnpofed  upon  her>  acrive  difpofition,  (lie  enjoyed, 
neverthelefs,  the  refpeft  that  was  her  due.    She  was 
appointed,  at  that  time,  to  wait  upon  the  boarders ; 
and  though  fiie  had  nobody  to  affift  her,  and  was 
entrufted  with  the  care  of  many  things  beljde,  flie 
found  means  to  get  through  her  bufmefs  with  equal 
cheerfulnefs  and  difpatch.    She  had  fcarcely  at- 
tradled  my  notice,  when  I  had  already  obtained  a 
diftiriguifhed  f^lare  of  hers :  her  kindnefs  prevented 
my  wiQies,  and  made  m.e.  remark  her.    At  table-flie 
ftudied  my  tafte  unknown  to  me,  and  endeavoured 
to  gratify  it  j  in  my  chamber,  fhe  feemed  to  take  a 

pleafurc 

*  In  rnany  of  the  convents,  that  were  not  of  the  mendicant 
orders,  the  nuns  were  all  of  noble  birth.— '7* ra?jf» 
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pleafure  in  making  my  bed,  and  never  let  an  oppor- 
tunity efcape  of  laying  a  civil  thing.  Ii  1  met  her, 
(he  embraced  me  with  tendernefs ;  and  fometimes 
would  take  me  to  her  cell,  where  flie  had  a  beauti- 
ful canary-bird,  which  fl:e  had  tamed,  and  taught 
tofpeak.  She  even  gave  me  fecretly  a  key  to  her 
apartment,  that  I  might  have  acccfs  to  it  in  her  ab- 
fence  ;  and  there  I  read  the  books  that  comi)ofed  her 
little  library---the  poems  of  Father  du  Cerceau,  and 
myflical  works  in  abundance.  When  her  avoca- 
tions prevented  her  from  fpending  a  few  minutes 
with  me,  or  were  likely  to  prevent  her,  I  was  fure 
to  find  a  tender  billet,  which  I  never  failed  to  an- 
fwer  ;  and  thefe  anfwers.  flie  treafured  up  like  fo 
many  jewels,  and  fliewed  me  them  afterwards  care- 
fully locked  up  in  her  defk.  The  attachment  of 
filter  Agatha  to  little  Mademoifelle  Phlipon  foon 
became  the  talk  of  the  whole  convent ;  but  any  one 
would  have  fuppofed  that  it  was  natural  it  (hould. 
be  fo;  for  my  fellow-boarders  never  appeared  hurt 
at  the  preference.  When  any  of  the  nuns  fpoke 
of  her  partiality,  ftie  would  afk,  with  her  natural 
franknefs,  whether,  in  her  place,  they  would  not 
do  the  fame  ?  and  when  fome  peevifh  fifler  of  four- 
fcore,  mother  Gertrude  for  inltance,  told  her,  that 
file  loved  me  too  well,  fiie  replied,  that  flie  only 
thought  fo  becaufe  incapable  of  feeling  the  like  affec- 
tion; '  and  you  yourfelf,'  added  flie,  *  do  you  not 
flop  her  whenever  (he  comes  in  your  way?'  Mo- 
D  4  ther 
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\her  Gertrude  ufed  to  turn  away,  muttering  Coitic-* 
thing  between  her  teeth  ;  but  if  fne  met  me  only 
half  an  hour  afterw^rds^  Ihe  was  fure  to  put  fome 
fweetmeats  in  my  hand.  When  the  Mifs  Cannets 
arrived,  and  I  attached  myfelf  to  Sophy,  Agatha 
appeared  a  httle  jealous,  and  the  nuns  took  a 
pleafiire  in  tormenting  her ;  but  her  generous 
affedion  did  not  dlminifh.  It  feemed  as  if  flie 
was  fatisfied  with  my  fuffering  myfelf  to  be  loved, 
and  that  fhe  enjoyed  the  pleafure  I  derived  from  an 
intimacy  with  a  perfon  whofe  age  was  nearer  to  my 
own,  and  whofe  fociety  I  could  comm.and  every  hour 
of  the  day.  Agatha  was  at  that  time  four-and- 
tw^nty*  Her  fvveet  difpofition  and  her  afFedion 
have  infpired  rfie  with  the  fmccreft  regard  for  her, 
which  I  have  ever  taken  a  pride  in  teflifying. 
During  the  laft  years  that  convents  exifted,-  fhe  was 
the  only  one  that  1  vlfited  in  hers.  Now  turned  out 
of  it,  when  her  age  and  infirmities  rendered  fuch  an 
afyium  necefTary,  and  forced  to  live  upon  the  fcanty 
penfion  allotted  her,  flie  vegetates  at  no  great  dif- 
tance  from  the  place  of  our  ancient  abode,  or  from 
that  in  which  I  am  confined ;  and  in  the  midft  of 
the  evils  attendant  on  penury,  only  laments  the 
captivity  of  her  daughter  :  for  thus  has  flie  always 
called  me.  O  my  kind  friends^  you  will  fometimes 
ceafe  to  pity  me,  when  you  confider  the  bleflings 
which  heaven  has  left  me  ftill.  In  the  midft  of 
their  power,  my  perfecutors  have  not  the  advantage 

of 
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Or  being  beloved  by  an  Agatha,  to  whom  misfortune 
only  renders  the  objcdts  of  her  attachment  more 
clear. 

The  winter  had  palTcd  away.  During  that 
feafon,  1  had  feen  my  mother  lefs  frequently; 
but  my  father  would  never  let  a  Sunday  pafs  with- 
out vifiting  me,  and  taking  me  to  walk  in  the 
Jardin  dii  Rot,  if  the  weather  were  any  way  tolera- 
h\Q-^  and  there  we  ufed  to  brave  the  feverity  of  the 
cold,  and  trip  it  gaily  over  the  fnow.  Delightful 
walks  I  the  remembrance  of  which  was  revived, 
twenty  years  after,  upon  reading  thofc  lines  of 
Thomfon,  which  I  never  repeat  without  emotion  : 

PleasM  was  I,  in  my  cheerful  morn  of  life, 

When  nursM  by  carelefs  foiitude  I  liv*d) 

And  fung  of  nature  with  \mceafing  joy  ; 

PleasM  was  I,  wand'ring  through  your  rough  domalil, 

Through  the  pure  virgin  fnows,  myfelf  as  pure. 

It  had  been  refolved  upon  at  my  entrance  into 
the  convent,  ihat  I  fliould  remain  there  only  a  year* 
This  I  had  defired  myfelf,  as  I  wiflied  to  fee  bounds 
fet  to  the  facrifice  I  was  about  to  make  by  feparating 
myfelf  from  my  mother.  The  nuns,  on  their  part, 
when  they  confented  to  my  receiving  my  firft  com- 
munion in  the  fourth  month  of  my  refidence  among 
them,  had  taken  great  care  to  ftipulate  that  I  fhould 
not  leave  them  the  fooner  on  that  account,  and  that 
I  fliould  complete  the  period  agreed  upon.  The 
year  having  revolved,  I  had  left  the  convent.  My 
mother  informed  me  that  my  grandmother  Phlipon, 
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who  was  extremely  fond  of  me,  wlQied  me  much 
to  remain  with  her  fome  time,  and  that  my 
mother  had  confcnted  to  my  going,  conceiving  it 
could  not  be  difagreeable  to  me,  as  flie  fliould  be 
able  to  fee  me  there  more  frequently  than  at 
the  convent :  that  arrangement,  befide,  was  perfeft- 
ly  fuitable  to  circumftances.  My  father  had  been 
chofen  into  fome  office  of  his  parifli,  and  on  that 
.  account  was  forced  to  be  frequently  from  home. 
I  readily  underflood  that  my  mother,  being  obliged 
at  prefent  to  direct  her  attention  to  the  work  en- 
trufted  to  the  young  men,  about  whom  flie  had 
hitherto  given  herfelf  no  concern,  had  loft  a  portion 
of  her  liberty,  which  (he  would  have  wiflied  to  pre- 
ferve  entire,  in  order  to  beftow  her  whole  time 
upon  me. 

The  lituation  fhe  propofed  to  me  was  indeed  a 
gentle  tranfitioii  from  the  abfence  I  had  lately 
experienced  to  a  complete  return  to  her,  and  I  ac-^ 
cepted  it  the  more  readily,  as  I  had  z  great  liking 
for  my  grandmother.  She  v/as  a  graceful,  good- 
humour;.^d  little  woman,  whofe  agreeable  manners^ 
podiQied  language,  gracious  fmile,  and  fignificant 
looks,  flill  announced  fome  pretenfions  to  pleafe^ 
or  at  leaft  to  remind  us  that  fhe  had  once  been  a 
pleafing  object.  She  was  fixty-five  or  fixty-fix  j^ars 
of  age,  and  flill  paid  attention  to  her  drefs,  taking 
care,  however,  to  fuit  it  to  her  years ;  for  flie  prided 
herfelf  above  all  things  on  the  fludy  and  obferv- 
ance  of  decorum,    Confiderable  corpulence,  a  light 

ftep. 


(    59  ) 

ftcp,  an  upright  carriage,  handfomc  little  hands,  of 
udiich  the  fingers  were  gracefully  difplayed,  and  a 
fentimental  (lyle  of  convcrfation,  intermingled  with 
Tallies  of  dignified  mirth,  took  away  from  her  every 
appearance  of  age.   She  was  a  delightful  com.panioa 
for  young  women,  whofe  fociety  pleafcd  her,  and  of 
whofe  attentions  fhe  was  proud.  Becoming  a  widow 
immediately  upon  the  termination  of  the  firfl  year  of 
her  marriage,  my  father,  born  after  the  death  of  her 
hufband,  was  her  only  child.  Misfortunes  in  trade 
having  reduced  her  to  dilirefs,  (lie  had  been  obliged 
to  haverecourfe  to  Tome  diftant  relations,  who  were 
living  in  opulence,  and  who  employed  her,  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  body  elfe,  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. Thus,  for  inftance,  at  Madame B^jifmorcl's  (he 
brought  up  both  her  fon  Robergc,  of  Vv'hom  I  (liall 
fpeak  in  the  fequel,  and  her  daughter,  afterwards 
Madame  deFavieres.  A  little  eftate,  which  devolved 
to  her  by  inheritance,  having  rendered  her  indepen- 
dent, fhe  retired  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Louis,  where  fhe 
occupied  a  decent  apartment  with  her  fiflier,  Ma- 
demoifelie  Rotiflet*   whom  fhe  called  An2:elica. 
This  worthy  maiden,  afthmatic  and  devout,  as  virtu- 
ous as  an  angel,  and  as  fimple  as  a  child,  v/as  en- 
tirely devoted  to  her  elder  fifrcr.    The  afHiirs  of  the 
little  houfehold  devolved  entirely  on  her.    A  char- 
woman, who  attended  twice  a  day,  performed  the 
more  menial  offices ;  but  every  thing  elfe  was  done 
by  Angelica,  who  drefTed  her  fifler  with  the  mofl 
reverend  care.    She  naturally  becam.e  m.y  gover- 
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hante,  at  the  fame  time  that  Madame  Phlipon  un* 
dertook  to  be  my  teacher.  Behold  me,  then,  in 
their  hands,  after  having  quitted  the  houfe  of 
God,  regretted,  beloved,  and  embraced  by  the 
whole  fiflerhood  of  nuns,  wept  over  by  my  Agatha 
find  my  Sophia,  lamenting  my  feparation  frorn 
them,  and  promifing  to  mitigate  its  pains  by  the 
frequency  of  niy  vifits. 

This  engagement  was  too  dear  to  my  heart  not 
to  be  fcrupuloufly  fulfilled.  My  walks  were  fre- 
quently directed  towards  the  Congregation,  my 
aunt  Angelica  and  my  father  taking  a  pleafure  in 
accompanying  me  thither.  The  news  of  my  arri- 
val in  the  parlour  ufed  to  run  like  lightning 
through  the  convent  5  and  in  the  courfe  of  an  hour 
I  had  interviews  with  twenty  different  perfons.  But 
thofe  vifits,  after  all,  were  poor  fubftitutes  for  the 
daily  and  confidential  intercourfe  of  friendfliip. 
They  became  lefs  frequent,  and  I  filled  up  the  inter- 
vals with  an  epiftolary  correfpondence,  in  which 
my  Sophy  bore  the  greatefl  part.  That  was  the 
origin  of  my  fondnefs  for  compofition,  and  one  of 
the  caufes  that,  by  giving  me  a  greater  habit  of 
writing,  gave  me  alfo  a  greater  facility. 
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PRIVATE    IVI  E  :M  O  I  R  S, 


SECTION  IL 

Aug.  a8, 

I  FEEL  the  refolution  of  continuing  my  underii 
taking  grow  weaker.  The  miferies  of  my  country 
torment  me  ^  the  lofs  of  my  friends  affeds  my  fpi- 
rits ;  an  involuntary  fadnefs  benumbs  my  fenfes, 
overclouds  m.y  imagination,  and  weighs  heavy  on 
my  heart.  France  is  become  a  vaft  amphitheatre 
of  carnage,  a  bloody  arena,  on  which  her  own  chil- 
dren are  tearing  one  another  to  pieces. 

The  enemy,  favoured  by  her  inteftine  diffenfions, 
advances  in  every  quarter ;  the  cities  of  the  North 
fall  into  their  hands ;  Flanders  and  Alface  are  about 
to  become  their  prey;  the  Spaniard  is  ravaging 
Roulillon  5  the  Savoyards  rejedl  an  alliance,  which 
anarchy  renders  hateful ;  they  return  to  their  old 
mafter,  whofe  troops  invade  our  frontiers;  the  re- 
bels of  la  Vendee  continue  to  lay  wafte  a  large  ex- 
tent of  territory ;  the  Lyonnefe,  indifcreetly  pro- 
yoked,  burft  into  open  refiftance;  Marfellles  pre- 
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pares  for  their  fuccour ;  the  neighbouring  depart- 
ments take  arms:  and  in  this  univerfal  agitation,  and 
in  the  midft  of  thefe  multipUed  diforders,  there  is 
nothing  uniform  but  the  meafures  of  the  foreign 
powers,  whofe  confpiracy  againfb  freedom  and 
mankind  our  exceffes  have  fanclified.  Our  go- 
vernment is  a  fpecies  of  monfter,  of  which  the 
form  and  the  alliens  are  equally  odious ;  it  deftroys 
whatever  it  touches,  and  devours  its  very  felf :  th^s 
laR  effort  of  its  rage  is  the  only  confolation  of  its 
numerous  victims. 

The  armies,  ill  conduced,  and  worfe  provided^^ 
.fight  and  fly  alternately  with  defperate  energy.  The 
^noft  able  commanders  are  accufed  of  trcafon, 
becaufe  certain  reprefentatives,  utterly  ignorant  of 
war,  blame  what  they  do  not  comprehend,  and 
ftip^matize  as  ariftocrats  all  thofe  who  are  more 

o 

enlightened  than  themlelves.  A  legillative  body, 
characierized  by  debility  from  the  moment  of  its 
exiftence,  prefented  us  at  firft  with  animated 
debates,  which  lafted  as  long  as  there  exiRed 
am.ong  the  m-embers  fufficient  v/ifdom  to  forefea 
dangers,  and  courage  enough  to  announce  them^, 
The,  jufh  and  generous  fpirlts,  who  had  nothing 
in  view  but  the  w^elfare  of  their  country,  and  dared 
attempt  to  eftablifli  it,  after  being  impudently 
renrefentcd  under  the  mofh  odious  colours,  and  in 
forms  the  mod  contradi(5lory,  were  at  laft  facrificed 
..by  ignorance  and  fear  to  intrigue  and  peculation ; 
chafed  from  that  body  of  which  they  were  the  foul, 

they 
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they  left  behind  them  an  extravagant  and  corrupt 
minority,  who  exercife  delpotlc  fway,  and  who, 
by  their  follies  and  their  crimes,  are  digging  their 
own  grave  :  but  it  is,  alas !  in  confummating  the 
ruin  of  the  republic  !  The  nation,  fpiritlefs  and  ill- 
informed — becaufe  the  love  of  feilifn  enjoyments 
makes  men  indolent,  and  indolence  makes  them 
blind— has  accepted  a  conftitution  effentially  vi- 
cious, whic'i,  even  if  unexceptionable,  ihould  have 
been  rejeded  with  indignation,  becaufe  nothing 
can  be  accepted  from  the  hands  of  villainy  without 
•degradation  to  the  receiver.  They  ftill  talk  of 
fecurity  and  freedom,  though  they  fee  them  both 
violated  with  impunity  in  the  perfons  of  their 
reprefentatives !  They  can  only  change  their  ty- 
rants;  they  are  already  under  a  rod  of  iron,  and 
eVery  change  appears  to  them  a  bletLng  but  in- 
capable of  effeding  it  themlelves,  they  xxpecV  it 
from  the  firft  mafter  who  flrall  chufe  to  aiTume  thq 
fovereign  command.  O  Brutus !  thou,  whofe  dar- 
.ing  hand  emancipated  the  depraved  Romans,  we 
have  erred  in  vain,  hke  thee  !  Thofe  jud  and 
enlightened  men,  whofe  ardent  fpirits  longed  for 
liberty,  and  who  had  prepared  themfelves  for  it 
by  the  tranquil  ftudies,  and  in  the  filcnt  retreats 
of  philofophy,  flattered  themfelves,  like  thee,  that 
the  fubyerlion  of  defpotifm  would  eftablifh  the 
throne  of  jufiice  and  peace.  Alas !  it  has  only 
ferved  as  the  fignal  for  the  moft  hateful  paflion:, 
and  the  moft  execrable  vice  !   After  the  profcrip- 
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tions  of  the  triumvirs,  thou  faidft,  thou  were 
more  afliamed  of  that  which  had  caufed  Cicero's 
death,  than  forry  for  the  melancholy  event  thou 
blamedfl:  thy  friends  at  Rome  for  Imving  become 
Jlaves  rather  by  their  ozvn  fault  than  that  of  their  tyrants^ 
and  for  being  daftards  enough  to  fee  and  fuffer 
things,  the  bare  recital  of  v^rhich  was  infupport- 
able,  and  ought  to  have  filled  them  with  horror. 
In  like  manner  do  I  feel  indignant  in  the  depth  of 
my  dungeon.    But  the  hour  of  indignation  is  paft  y 
it  is  too  evident  that  we  have  no  longer  a  right 
to  hope  for  any  thing  good,  or  to  be  aftonifhed  at 
any  fpecies  of  evil.    Will  hiftory  ever  paint  thefe 
dreadful  times,  or  the  abominable  monfters  who 
fill  them  with  their  barbarities  ?    They  furpafs 
the  cruelties  of  Marius,  and  the  fanguinary  achieve- 
ments of  Sylla*    The  latter,  when  he  (hut  up  and 
flaughtered  fix  thoufand  men,  who  had  furrendered    «  . 
to  him,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fenate,  which  ; 
he  encouraged  to  proceed  in  the  debate  amid  their    \  * 
dreadful  cries,  aded  like  a  tyrant,  abufing  the  f 
power  he  had  ufurped  :  but  to  what  can  we  com- 
pare the  domination  of  thofe  hypocrites,  who,  always 
wearing  the  maflv  of  juftice,  and  fpeaking  the 
language  of  the  law,  have  created  a  tribunal  to 
ferve  as  the  engine  of  their  perfonal  vengeance:^ 
and  fend  to  the  fcaffold,  with  formalities  infultingly 
judicial,  every  individual,  whofe  virtues  offend  them, 
whofe  talents  excite  their  jealoufy,  or  whofe  opu- 
Jence  calls  forth  their  luft  of  Vv ealth  ?  What  Babylon 
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ever  prefented  a  prototype  of  P:iris,  polluted  with 
debauchery  and  blood,  and  governed  by  magiftratcs 
whofe  profeffion  it  is  to  circulate  fairchoods,  to  fell 
calumny,  and  to  panegyrize  dflafTination  ?  What 
people  ever  depraved  their  rliorals  and  their  nature 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  contradl  an  appetite  for  bloody 
to  foam  with  fury  when  an  execution  is  delayed, 
and  to  be  ever  ready  to  exercife  their  ferocity  on 
all  who  attempt  to  calm  or  mitigate  their  rage  ? 
The  days  of  September  were  the  fole  work  of 
.a  fmall  number  of  inebriated  tygers ;  on  the  310: 
of  May  and  the  2d  of  June  the  triumph  of  guilt 
w^as  confirmed  by  the  apathy  of  the  Parifians,  and 
their  tame  acquiefcence  in  flavery.  Since  that 
epoch  the  progreflion  has  been  fudden  and  dread- 
ful ;  the  fadlion  of  the  Convention  ca'led  the 
Mountain^  offers  nothing  to  the  eye  but  a  band 
of  robbers,  clothed  and  fwearlng  like  watermen, 
preaching  maflacre,  and  fetting  the  example  of 
rapine.  Crowds  of  people  furround  the  courts 
of  juftice,  and  vociferate  their  threais  againft  the 
judges,  who  are  thought  too  tardy  in  the  con- 
demnation of  innocence.  The,  prifons  are  gorged 
with  public  fundionarles,  w^th  generals,  and  pri- 
vate individuals,  of  characters  that  graced  and 
ennobled  humanity :  a  zeal  to  accufe  is  received  as 
a  proof  of  civifm,  and  the  fcarch  -ind  detention  of 
perfons  of  merit  and  property  comprehend  ail  the 
duties  of  an  ignorant  and  unprincipled  magiftracy. 
VOL.  II.  PART  in.  E  The 
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The  vi&ims  of  Orleans  are  fallen.  Chartotte 
Coy  day  has  not  produced  the  fmallefl:  movement  in 
a  city  which  did  not  dcfcrve  to  be  delivered  from 
a  monfter.  BriJ[ot'^\  Genjonne^  and  a  multitude  of 
other  members,  ftill  remain  under  impeachment; 
proofs  are  wanting,  but  the  fury  of  their  ene- 
mies knows  no  bounds ;  and  for  want  of  reafons 
to  condemn  them,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  per- 
verted will  of  the  fovereign  people,  who  impatiently 
expect  their  heads  as  a  wild  beaft  awaits  his  prey^ 
Ciifline\  is  no  more;  Robefpierre  triumphs;  Hsbert 
marks  the  vi6lims ;  Chabot  counts  them  ;  the  tri- 
bunal is  in  hafte  to  condemn,  while  the  populace 
is  preparing  to  accelerate  and  generalize  the  work 

of 

*  Some  women  who  belong  to  a  club  that  meets  in  the  church 
of  St.  Enftatiub,  faid  one  day,  fetting  up  a  howl,  that  they  muft 
have  the  head  of  Briflbt,  without  permitting  the  judges  to  proceed 
.'Upon  his  trial  with  the  fame  tedious  formalities  they  had  obferved 
upon  that  of  Cuftine.  Two  thoufand  perfons  furrounded  the  court 
the  day  that  judgment  was  pronounced  on  that  general,  trembled 
for  fear  he  fliould  efcape,  and  declared  aloud,  that  if  he  were 
whitewaflied,  he  mull  be  treated  like  Montmorin,  and  with  him, 
ail  the  villains  in  the  prifons. 

t  His  property  is  confifcatcd.  His  daughter-in-law,  a  young 
and  charming  Vv'oman,  at  that  time  pregnant,  who  divided  her  days 
between  her  father- in-law,dragged  to  the  tribunal,  and  herhulband 
coekfined  at  the /"orrff,  was  imprifoned  immediately  after  the  exe- 
cution of  the  former.  She  mifcarried ; — but  what  does  that  fignify 
to  thefe  monfters  ?  The  public  accufer  had  received  of  her 
2,00,000  livres  to  fave  innocence ;  he  returned  them ;  but  he  had 
her  arreted  for  fear  ftie  Ihould  denounce  his  infamous  behaviour. 
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fc)f  death,  tn  the  mean  time  famine  Invades,  the 
land ;  pernicious  laws  put  an  end  to  all  indu(lry> 
ftop  the  circulation  of  commodities,  and  anni- 
hilate commerce ;  the  public  .money  is  fquan- 
dercd ;  diforganization  becomes  general  j  and  in 
this  total  overthrow  of  the  public  fortune,  men, 
devoid  of  fliame,  wallow  in  ill-acquired  wealth, 
fct  a  price  upon  all  their  a6licns,  and  draw  up  a 
bl-il  of  rates  for  the  life  and  death  of  their  fellow - 
citizens. 

Dillon  and  Caftellane  obtain  their  releafe  :  the  one 
from  the  Magdellonettes,  the  other  from  St.  Pe- 
lagie,  by  the  payment  of  thirty  thoufand  livres  to 
Chabot.  Silkry  gets  his  friends  to  cheapen  his 
liberty,  which  he  is  rich  enough  to  purchafe,  add 
two  hundred  bottles  of  his  excellent  champaign 
are  the  overplus  of  the  bargain,  driven  with  the 
ftrumpets  of  the  committee*.  Pvoland's  \^ife,  re- 
called from  time  to  time  by  the  kind  care  of  the 
Pere  Ducr.eae  to  the  recolledlion  of  the  populace? 
awaits  the  laft  effort  of  their  rage  in  the  fame 
prifon,  from  which  a  kept  girl  departs  in  peace,  after 
paying  for  her  deliverance,  and  for  th.e  impunity 

of 

*  The  money  and  wine  were  given  and  received;  Sillery  ob- 
tained only  the  liberiy  of  feeing  and  difcoiirfing  with  whom  he 
pleafed.  With  this  mitigation  of  his  imprifonment  he  is  ftiil  con- 
fined in  the  Lnxembourg.  Three  or  four  abandoned  women, 
belonging  to  the  infamous  wretches  of  the  committees  of  public 
iuid  general  fafety,  form  a  trading  company,  in  \\hrch  the 
pecuniiry  means  of  falvation  of  every  remari^able  individual 
ate  alfefied. 

E  a 


(    68  ) 

6{  hei"  accomplice,  a  fabricator  of  forged  ^^lig^at:^• 
Henriot,  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard?, 
firfh  a  lackey,  then  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  and 
afterwards  a  ringleader  at  the  mvilTacre  at  St.  Fir« 
min,  breaks  feals,   empties  cellars,  and  removes 
furniture,  without  feeling  the  fmalleft  compunc- 
tion :  charged  with  the  care  of  the  deputies  con- 
fined in  the  Luxembourg,  he  prefumes  to  intrude 
into  their  prefence  purpofely  to  infult  them,  de- 
prives jhem  by  open  force  of  pens,  books,  and 
papers,/  and  adds  menaces  to  outrage.    The  fub- 
ordination  of  authorities  is  a  chimera,  to  which 
no  one  is  permitted  to  appeal  without  incurring 
the  accufation  of  indvifm,  and  being  fuppofcd  to 
•entertain  counter-revolutionary  dcfigns.    Have  the 
fugitive  members  at  length  efcaped  from  this  in- 
hofpitable  land,  which  devours  the  virtuous,  and 
drenches  itfelf  with  their  blood  ?    O  my  friends ! 
may  propitious  fate  debark  you  fafe  in  the  United 
States,  the  only  afyium  of  liberty  !  My  bed  wiihes 
attend  you  !   nor  am  I  without  hopes  that  the 
winds  are  now  wafting  you  to  that  happy  land. 
But  my  doom,  alas  1  is  irrevocable  1  I  Hiall  never 
behold  you  more ;  and  in  your  departure,  fo  much 
defifed  for  your  own  fakes^  I  fee  with  forrow  our 
eternal  feparation.    And  you,  my  much  revered 
huiband,  grown  weak  and  weary  of  the  world, 
and  funk  into  a  premature  old  age,  which  you  pre* 
-ferve  by  painful  efforts  from  the  purfuit  of  the 
affaflin — fliall  I  ever  be  permitted  to  fee  you  again, 

and. 


(  h  ) 

and  to  pour  the  balm  of  confolation  into  your  heart, 

forely  bruifed  by  the  hard  hand  of  misfortune  ?  

How  many  days  longer  am  I  deftincd  to  remain 
a  witnefs  of  the  defolation  of  my  native  land,  and 
of  the  degradation  of  m.y  countrymen  ?  Aifiiiled  by 
thefe  afPiiding  image?,  I  find  it  Impradlicable  to 
fteel  my  heart  againft  affliction  ;  a  few  fcalding  tears 
ftart  from  my  heavy  eye? ;  and  I  fuffer  the  rapid 
pen  to  he  idle,  that  palTed  fo  lightly  over  my 
youthful  days. 

I  will  again  attempt  to  recal  them  to  my  mind, 
and  to  purfue  their  courfe.  In  future  times 
perhaps  my  ingenuous  recitals  will  cheer  the 
gloomy  moments  of  fome  unfortunate  captive,  and 
make  him  forget  his  own  calamities  while  pitying 
mine :  or  perhaps  fome  poet  or  philofopher,  de- 
firous  of  weaving  the  paffions  of  the  human  heart 
into  the  progrefs  of  a  romance,  or  the  action  of 
a  drama,  will  find  in  my  ilory  the  materials  of 
his  work. 

Probably  not  many  days  will  elapfe  bef^ore  the 
want  of  provifions,  exafperating  the  impatient 
populace,  will  urge  them  to  tumults,  which  their 
ringleaders  will  take  care  to  render  dcftrudiive. 
The  loth  of  Au2;uft  was  intended  to  be  a  com- 
memoration  of  the  ides  of  September.  The  day 
before  yefterday  their  renewal  was  threatened  with- 
out refervc  in  cafe  Cufliine  fliould  be  acquitted. 
The  Cordeliers  already  proclaim  the  neceflity  of 
getting  rid  of  all  fufpecled  perfons,  and  punilh- 
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ments  are  ordained  for  fuch  as  have  fpokeii  ill  of 
thofe  glorious  days.  Is  not  this  providing  before- 
hand the  jufiification  of  their  return  ?  The  per- 
fons  ccnfigned  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal  are 
not  criminals  fent  thither  to  be  judged,  but  victims 
which  it  is  ordered  to  immolate.  Thofe  v^^ho  are 
imprifoned  for  any  thing  elfe  than  crimes,  are  not 
under  the  protedlion  of  the  lavv  j  but,  left  at  the 
mercy  of  fufpicion  and  calumny,  it  is  impoiTible 
for  them  to  conceive  themfelves  iafe  from  the  fury 
of  a  deluded  populace.  Let  us  turn  from  this  la- 
mentaole  era,  to  which  the  reign  of  Tiberius  can 
alone  be  compared,  and  call  back  again  the  peace-? 
ful  and  delightful  days  of  youth. 

I  had  completeci  my  twelfth  year,  and  the  thir- 
teenth was  palling  away  under  the  care  of  ray  grand- 
mother. The  quiet  of  her  houfe,  and  the  piety  of 
my  aunt  Angelica,  accorded  admirably  with  the 
tender  and  contemplative  difpofition  I  had  brought 
with  m.e  from  the  convent.  Every  morning  Angelica 
accompanied  me  to  church  to  hear  mafs,  where  I 
was  foon  remarked  by  thole  monopolizers  of  con- 
fciences,  who  make  a  merit  with  God  of  peopling 
the  cloifters.  The  reverend  Abbe  Gery,  with  his 
wry  neck  and  downcaft  eye,  accofted  the  perfon 
whom  he  took  for  my  governante,  to  congratulate 
her  on  the  edification  produced  by  the  example 
of  her  pupil,  and  to  teftify  the  ftrong  defire  he  felt 
to  be  her  guide  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.  He 
learned  with  regret,  that  the  grand  ceremonies 
-r-  were 
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were  already  over,  and  that  1  had  put  my  coii- 
fcience  into  other  hands^  He  then  dclired  to 
know  from  my  own  mouth,  whether  I  had  not 
begun  to  think  of  my  future  deftinatlon,  and  of 
blddina  farewell  to  the  vanities  of  the  world.  I 
anfwered,  that  I  was  too  young  yet  to  know  my 
vocation.  Monfieur  Gery  f.ghcd,  faid  feveral 
fine  things  to  me',  and  did  not  fail  to  place 
himfelf  in  my  way  out,  in  order  to  bow  to  mc  de- 
voutly. The  piety  of  my  young  heart  did  not  go 
fo  far  as  to  be  gratified  with  jefuitical  affeda- 
jtions ;  it  Vv^as  too  fmcere  to  join  hands  with 
the  abfurdities  of  bigotry,  and  the  wry  neck  of 
Monfieur  Gery  was  not  at  all  to  my  tafhc.  I  had 
neverthelefs  a  fecret  defign  of  devoting  myfelf  to 
the  monaftic  life.  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  one  of  the 
mofl:  amiable  faints  in  Paradife,  hatl  made  a  con- 
.queft  of  my  heart,  and  the  ladies  of  the  Vifitation, 
of  which  he  was  the  founder,  were  already  my 
adoptive  fifters.  But  I  was  well  fatisfied,  that, 
being  an  only  child,  I  fhould  not  obtain  my  pa- 
rents' confent  to  take  the  veil  during  my  Vninority, 
and  was  unwilling  to  give  them  unnecefTary  con- 
cern^by  any  premature  difclofure  of  my  fentiments, 
Befides,  fhould  my  refolution  fail  during  the 
■days  of  probation,  it  would  only  be  furnifliing  the 
ungodly  with  arms.  I^efolved,  therefore,  to  con- 
ceal the  intention,  and  to  purfue  my  plan  in  filence. 
J  laid  my  grandmother's  little  library  under  con- 
tribution ;  and  the  Philotee  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales, 
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and  the  Manual  of  St.  Auguftin,  became  my  fa- 
vourite fources  of  meditation.    What  dodlrines  of 
fpiritual  love  !  wliat  delicious  aliment  for  the  inno- 
cence of  a  fervent  foul   abandoned  to  celeftial 
illuiions  !    Some  controverfial  writings  of  Bofluet 
furniQied  me  with  frefh  food  for  my  mind  :  fa- 
vourable as  they  were  to  the  caufe  which  thev  de- 
fended, ihcy  fom.etimes  let  me  into  the  fecret  of 
objeclions  that  m/ight  be  m^ade  to  it,  and  fct  me  on 
Icrutinizing  my  articles  of  faith.    That  was  my  firft 
ftep;  but  it  was  infinitely  remote  from  the  fcep- 
ticifm,  at  wdiich  in  a  courfe  of  years  T  was  deilined 
to  arrive,  after  having  been  fucceflively  Janfenift, 
Cartefian,   Stoic,  and  Deift.    What  a  route,  to 
terminate  at  laft  in  patriotifm,  which  has  conduded 
me  to  a  dungeon  !   In  the  midfh  of  all  this,  fomc 
old  books  of  travels,  and  mythology  in  abundance, 
amufed    my   imagination,    while  the  letters  of 
Madam  de  Sevigne  fixed  my  tafte.    Her  delight- 
ful eafe,  her  elegance,  her  vivacity,  her  tendernefs, 
made  me  enter  into  her  intimacy.    I  became  ac- 
quainted with  her  ibciety ;   I  was  as  much  fa- 
miharized  v>'ith  her  manners  and  the  circumflances 
of  her  fituation,  as  if  1  had  paffed  my  life  with  her. 
My  grandmother  faw  little  company,  and  feldom 
went  out ;  but  her  agreeable  pleafantry  animated 
the  converfatlon,  while  J  was  fitting  by  her  fide, 
bufied  about  the  different  kinds  of  needle-work 
which  (he  took  a  pleafure  in  teaching  me.  Madam 
Befnard,  the  fame  great  aunt  who  had  paid  fo  much 
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attention  to  me  while  I  was  at  nurfe,  came  every 
afternoon  to  pafs  an  hour  or  two  with  her  fifl.er. 
Her  auftere  dilpofition  was  always  accompanied  by 
a  folemn  fort  of  formality,  and  an  air  of  ceremony, 
upon  which  Madam  Phlipon  would  fometimes  rally 
hef,  but  fo  tenderly  as  not  to  give  offence  to  her 
filler,  who,  after  all,  generally  contributed  her 
fnare  to  the  converfation,  by  producing  fome 
wholefome  truth,  delivered  in  a  manner  fomewhat 
harfli  and  abrupt,  but  which  was  readily  forgiven, 
on  account  of  the  well-known  goodnefs  of  her 
heart.  My.  grandmother,  who  fet  the  higheft 
value  on  the  graces,  and  every  thing  elfe 
that  embelliflies  focial  life,  was  extremely  fenfible 
of  the  complaifance  which  my  gentle  temper,  the 
defire  of  pleafing  every  body  about  me,  and  her 
own  amiable  manners  infpired  me  wath  towards 
her.  She  would  fometimes  pay  me  a  compliment ; 
and  when,  as  was  generally  the  cafe,  I  replied, 
with  readinefs  and  propriety,  fhe  could  not  conceal 
her  exultation,  but  would  caft  a  triumphant  look 
upon  Madam  Betnard,  who,  elevating  her  ihoulders, 
feized  the  firft  moment  of  my  removal  to  another 
part  of  the  room,  to  fay,  in  a  low  voice,  which  I 
heard  very  diftin6tly,  '  You  are  really  infupport- 
able  :  (he  will  be  fpoiled ;  what  a  pity!*  My 
grandmother  on  this  afilimed  a  more  ftately  pofture 
than  before,  alTuring  her  fifter,  with  an  air  of 
,  fuperiority,  that  flie  knew  very  well  what  (he  was 
about ;  while  the  w^orthy  Angelica,  with  her  pale 
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lace,  her  prominent  chin,  her  fpcclacles  on  her  nofe, 
and  her  knitting-needle  in  her  hand,  would  tell 
them  both,  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
nothing  that  would  be  faid  could  do  me  any  harm, 
and  that  I' had  quite  lenfe  enougli  to  be  left  to  my 
own  guidance.  This  aunt  Befnard,  fo  rigid  in  her 
manners,  and  fo  fearful  of  the  bad  cfTcds  of  flat- 
tery, was  very  uncafy  at  my  lyi'^g  on  a  hard  bed; 
and  if  my  finger  chanced  to  ache,  never  failed  to 
call  twice  a  day  to  inquire  concerning  it.  What 
fincere  inquietude,  what  anxious  cares  did  (he  not 
difplay  on  thefe  occafions  i  And  how  delightful 
was  their  contraft  with  her  ufual  feverity  and  re- 
ferve  !  I  verily  believe  that  heaven  placed  me  in 
the  mid  ft  of  people  of  kind  hearts,  on  purpofe  to 
make  mine  the  moft  affedlionate  poflible. 

My  grandmother  one  day  took  it  into  her  head 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  Madam  de  Boifmorel,  either  for 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  her,  or  for  that  of  exhibiting 
her  grand-daughter.  Great  were  the  preparations 
in  confequence,  and  tedious  my  dreffing,  which 
began  at  break  of  dfiy  :  at  length  off  we  fet  with 
my  aunt  Angelica,  for  the  Rue  Si,  Louis  an  Maraisy 
and  reached  it  about  noon.  On  entering  the 
hotel,  all  the  fervants,  beginning  with  the  porter, 
faluted  Madam  Phlipon  wath  an  air  of  refped  and 
afFe^ftion,  emulous  who  fhould  treat  her  with  the 
greateft  civility.  She  anfwered  every  body  in  the 
kindeft  but  at  the  fame  time  in  the  mofh  dignified 
manner  i  and  fo  far  all  went  well.  But  her  grand- 
daughter 
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daughter  was  perceived  s  for  fiie  could  not  deny 
hcrfelf    the   pleafure    of  pouiting    her  out  to 
obfervation,    and   the  fervants    mufh   needs  pay 
fine  compliments  to  the  young  lady-     I  had  a 
fort  of  uncomfortable  feeling,  for  which  I  could 
not  account,  but  which  I  perceived  ncverthelcfs 
to  proceed  in  part  from  the  idea  that  fervants  might 
look  at  and  admire  me,  but  that  it  was  not  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  pay  me  compHments.    We  pafl'edon  ;  were 
announced  by  a  tall  footman,  and  walked  into  the 
parlour,  where  we  found  Madam  de  Boifmorel 
feated  upon  what  was  then  called  not  an  ottomane^ 
but  a  (anape,  and  embroidering  with  great  gravit3^ 
Madam  de  Boifmorel  was  of  the  fame  age,  ftature, 
and  corpulence  as  my  grandmother;  but  her  drefs 
befpoke  lefs  tafte  than  defire  to  difplay  her  opu- 
lence and  indicate  her  rank ;  while  her  counte- 
nance, far  from  expreffing  a  wilh  to  pleafe,  an- 
nounced her  claims  to  refpecl,  and  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  her  merit.    A  rich  lace,  puckered  into  the 
fliape  of  a  little  cap,  with  wings  pointed  at  the 
ends  like  the  ears  of  a  hare,  was  placed  upon  the 
top  of  her  head,  and  allowed  her  hair  to  be  feen, 
which  was  probably  not  of  her  own  growth,  and 
was  drefled  with  that  affedled  difcretion  which  it 
is  very  neceffary  to  affume  at  fixty  years  of  age ; 
while  rouge,  an  inch  thick,  gave  her  unmeaning 
eyes  a  much  more  unfeeling  look  than  was  ne- 
ceffary, to  make  me  fix  mine  upon  the  ground. — 
^  Ah  !  Mademoifelle  Rotiflet,  good  morning  to 
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you  !  cried  Madam  de  Boifniorel  in  a  loud  and 
frigid  tone,  while  rifing  to  receive  us.  (Made- 
irioifelle  : — So  my  grandmother  is  mademoifelle 
in  this  houfe.)  '  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you  in- 
deed. And  v;h6  is  this  fine  girl  ? — Your  grand- 
daughter I  fuppofe  ? — She  promifes  to  make  a 
pretty  woman  !  Come  here,  my  dear,  and  fit 
down  by  my  fide.  She  is  a  little  bafhful.  How 
old  is  your  grand -daughter,  Mademoifelle  Ro- 
tilTet  ?  She  is  a  little  brown  to  be  fure,  but  her 
{km  is  clear,  and  will  grow  fairer  a  year  or  two 
hence — fhe  is  quite  the  woman  already  !  I  will 
Jay  my  life  that  hand  muft   be  a  lucky  one. 

*  Did   you   never  venture    in   the  lottery 

*  Never,  Madam  ;  I  am  not  fond  of  gaming.' — '  I 
dare  fay  not :  at  your  age  children  are  apt  to  think 
their  game  a  fure  one.  What  an  admirable 
voice  ! — fo  fweet,  and  yet  fo  full-toned. — But 
how  grave  flie  is  1  Pray,  my  dear,  are  you  not 
a  little  of  the  devotee  ?' — '  I  know  my  duty  to 
God,  and  I  endeavour  to  fulfil  it.' — '  That  is 
a  good  girl  !   You  wifli  to  take  the  veil,  don't 

?' — '  I  know  not  what  may  be  my  defti- 
nation,   nor  do  I   feek  as  yet  to  divine  it.' — 

*  Very  fententious,  indeed  !  Your  grand-daughter 
reads  a  great  deal,  does  not  flie,  Mademoifelle 
RotilTet  ?' — '  Reading,  Madam,  is  her  greateft 
delight ;  fhe  always  devotes  to  it  fome  part  of 
the  day.' — '  Ay,  ay,  I  fee  how  it  is  :   but  have 

care  flie  do  not  turn  author  j  that  would  be 
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A  })ity  indeed.*     The  convtriiition  between  tl;^ 
two  ladies  next  turned  u])on  the  family  i\nd  friends 
of  the  niillrefs  of  the  houle,   my  grandmother 
inquiring  very  refpedfully  after  the  uncle,  and  the 
coufm,  and  the  dauglUer-in-law,  and  the  fon-iii- 
law,  and  the  Abbe  Langlois,  and  the  March ionefs 
ot  Levi,  and  the  Counfeilor  Brion,  and  Mr.  Pa- 
rent, the  rector :  they  talked  of  their  health,  of 
their  family  connediions,  and  of  their  follies  ;  as 
for  inftance  of  thofe  of  Madam  Ronde,  who, 
notwithftanding  her  great  age,  ilill  pretended  to 
have  a  fine  bofom,  and  made  a  great  difplay  of  it, 
except  when  getting  in  or  out  of  a  carriage,  for 
then  (he  hid  it  with  an  ample  handkerchief  which 
Ihe  always  carried  in  her  pocket  for  that  purpofe, 
becaufe,  as  fhe  faid,  fuch  a  light  ought  not  to  he 
thrown  away  upon  footmen.    During  this  dia- 
logue. Madam  de  Boifmorel  made  a  few  flitches  in 
her  work,  or  elfe  patted  her  little  dog,  keeping  her 
eyes  almoft  conftantly  fixed  upon  me.    I  was  care- 
ful not  to  encounter  looks  I  did  not  like  ;  but  took 
a  furvey  of  the  apartment,  the  decorations  of  which 
appeared  far  more  agreeable  to  me  than  the  lady 
to  vvhom  they  belonged.    In  the  mean  time  my 
blood  circulated  with  more  than  ufual  rapidity, 
my  cheeks  glowed,  and  my  little  heart  was  all  in 
a  flutter.    I  did  not  as  yet  afk  myfelf,  why  my 
grandmother  was  not  fitting  upon  the  canape,  and 
why  Madam  de  BoifmiOrel  was  not  playing  the 
humble  part  of  '^AadQ-.rLo'iJeUe  Rotijfet    but  I  had  the 
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feeling  which  naturally  leads 'to  that  refleftion, 
and  faw  an  end  put  to  the  vifit  with  as  much  joy 
as  if  relieved  from  fome  grievous  fuffering. 
*  Mind  now,  don't  you  forget  to  buy  me  a  ticket 
in  the  lottery,  and  let  your  grand-daughter  chufe 
the  number,  do  you  hear,  Mademoifelle  Rotiffet  ? 
I  am,  determined  to  try  her  hand.  Come,  give 
me  a  kifs:  and  you,  my  little  dear,  don't  look 
fo  much  upon  the  ground.  You  have  very 
good  eyes  ;  and  even  your  confeffor  will  not  blame 
you  for  opening  them. — Yes,  yes,  Mademoifelle 
Rotiffet,  many  a  fine  bow  will  come  to  your  fhare, 
take  my  word  for  it  >  and  that  before  you  are  much 
older.  Good  morning  to  you,  ladies/  There- 
upon Madam  de  Boifmorel  rang  her  bell,  ordered 
Lafieur  to  call  in  a  day  or  two  at-  Mademoifelle 
Rotiffet's  for  a  lottery  ticket,  chid  her  d 02;  for 
barking,  and  had  already  refumacd  licr  feat  upon 'the 
canape  before  we  Vv^ere  well  out  of  the  room. 

Our  w^aik  home  was  a  filent  one,  and  I  haftened 
to  return  to  books  that  might  make  me  forget 
Madam  de  Boifmorel,  whofe  compliments  were 
no  more  to  my  tafte  than  thofe  of  her  fervants. 
My  grandmother,  not  very  well  fatisfied  herfelf, 
mentioned  her  fometimes,  and  talked  of  her  pecu- 
liarities ;  of  her  confummate  felfiflmefs,  which 
made  her  fay  that  children  were  but  fecondary  ' 
confiderations,  when  Madam  Phlipon  took  the  li- 
berty of  reminding  her  of  the  intereil  of  her  family, 
in  Qi^tx  to  check  her  prgdigal  expcnce :  me  fpoke 
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aifo  of  that  freedom  of  manners,,  ,  lb  common 
among  women  of  faQiion,  in  confequence  of  whlcii 
flie  received  her  confcflbr,  and  other  pcrfons,  at 
her  toilet,  and  changed  her  linen  in  their  prcience. 
This  fort  of  behaviour  ftruck  me  as  very  flrange  : 
and  my  curiofity  induced  me  to  fet  my  grandmo- 
ther talking  about  all  thefe  matters;  but  1  kept 
the  imprefiions  they  made  on  my  mind  to  myfclf ; 
not  thinking  them  exac^ily  fuch  as  I  could  make 
known  to  her  with  propriety. 

A  fortnight  after  our  vifit,  we  received  one  froni 
Madam  de  BoifmcTrei's  fon,  wlio  Vvas  not  at  home 
when  we  called  upon  his  mother.  He  was  a  man 
verging  upon  forty;  his  afpefl  was  grave  but. 
gentle;  and  his  behaviour  equally  decent  and 
dignified.  His  eyes,  which  w'ere  large,  and  evert 
a  little  too  full,  fent  forth  frequent  flalhes  of  light- 
ning ;  and  his  bold  and  manly  voice,  foftened  by 
refpecl,  fpoke  the  language  of  the  foul  in  tones  ex- 
preffive  of  a  gracious  kind  of  politenefs' that  feem- 
ed  to  flow  diredlly  from  the  heart.  He  addrelf- 
ed  himfelf  refpeflfully  to  my  grandmother,  cal- 
ling her  his  good  old  friend,  and  bowed  to  me  with 
that  fort  of  reverence  which  men  of  fufceptible 
minds  take  a  pride  in  (hewing  to  young  women. 
Our  converfation  was  at  once  guarded  and  familiar: 
M.  de  Boifmorel  took  care  not  to  let  flip  the 
opportunity  of  making  handfome  mention  of  the 
obligations  he  owed  to  my  grandmother's  care; 
and  I  eafily  underrtood  that  he  was  hinting  to  her 
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in  kn  obfcure  but  delicate- manner  that  providence* 
had  rewarded  her  generous  attention  to  other  peo--^ 
pie's  children,  b}^  giving  her  fo  promifing  a  grand- 
child of  her  own. 

I  thought  M.  de  Boifmorel  infinitely  more 
amiable  than  his  mother,  and  was  delighted  when- 
ever he  called  upon  us,  which  was  generally  once  in 
two  or  three  months.  He  h.ad  married,  at  an  early 
age,  a  very  charming  woman,  and  had  a  fon  by 
her,  whofe  education  occupied  a  confiderable  por^ 
tion  of  his  thoughts.  He  had  undertaken  it  him- 
felf,  and  was  delirous  of  dirediin'g  it  by  philofophi- 
cal  views,  in  which  he  Vyras  not  a  little  thwarted  by 
the  prejudices  of  his  mother,  and  the  enthufiaftic 
devotion  of  his  wife.  He  wxi  accufed  of  fingu- 
larity;  and  as  his  nerves  had  been  affefted  in  con- 
fequencc  of  a  dreadful  inflammatory  d i ford er,  the 
old  countefles,  the  folemn  lawyers,  and  the  fpruce 
abbes  of  his  family,  or  of  his  mother's  acquaint- 
ance, afcribed  to  a  derangement  of  the  brain,  re- 
fulting  from  difeafe,  the  condud  he  purfued  in 
bringing  up  his  boy.  Thefe  circumftances,  when 
they  came  to  my  knowledge,  excited  much  of  my 
attention  :  it  appeared  to  me  that  every  thing  which, 
this  fingular  m.an  faid  was  very  much  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  I  began  to  fufpedl  there  were  two 
forts  of  reafcn,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  one  for  the  clofet 
and  another  for  the  world  a  morality  of  principle> 
and  a  morality  of  praftice,  from  the  contradiclion 
of  which  refulted  fo  many  abfurditics,  fome  of 

which 
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which  did  not  altogether  efcapc  my  obfervation  ; 
in  fhort,  that  pcrfons  of  the  gay  world  called  every 
body  infane,  who  was  not  alfcded  with  the  com- 
mon infanity  :  and  thus  did  materials  for  reflexion 
infenfibly  accumulate  in  my  adive  brain. 

My  grandmother  fometimes  compared  the  fen- 
timents  and  behaviour  of  Mr.  de  Boifmorel  with 
thofe  of  his  fifter,  Madam  de  Favieres,  of  whom 
(lie  had  fome  reafon  to  complain;  whofe  brother  had 
found  it  neceflary  to  remind  her  that  Mademoifelle 
Rotillet  was  their  own  relation  (a  circumftance, 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  that  their  mother  appears  either 
not  to  know,  or  not  inchned  to  acknowledge),  and 
to  whom  fhe  had  no  defire  to  introduce  me,  any 
more  than  I  to  be  introduced- — which  indeed  (he 
was  fo  well  aware  of,  that  (he  never  even  propofed 
a  fecond  vifit  to  Madam  de  Boifmorel. 

My  father  had  vacated  his  office ;  the  year  to  be 
fpent  with  my  grandmother  had  elapfed ;  and  I  re- 
turned to  the  arms  of  my  indulgent  mother.  But 
it  was  not  without  regret  that  I  left  the  hand  fome 
llreets  of  the  IJle  Sl  Low's,  the  pleafant  quays,  and 
the  tranquil  banks  of  the  Seine,  where  I  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  take  the  air  with  my  aunt  Angelica,  in 
the  ferene  fummer  evenings,  contemplating  the 
winding  courfe  of  the  river,  and  the  extenfive  land- 
fcape  beyond  it  —  quays,  along  which  I  ufed  to 
pafs,  without  meeting  in  my  folitary  way  with  any 
obje6V  to  interrupt  my  meditations,  when  in  the 
fervency  of  my  zeal  I  was  repairing  to  the  temple 
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in  order  to  pour  out  my  whole  foul  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar.    My  grandmother's  gaiety  gave  charms 
to  her  habitation,  in  which  I  had  fpent  many 
pleafant  and  peaceful  days.    I  took  leave  of  her 
with  a  flood  of  tears  j  notwitliflanding  my  attach- 
ment to  my  mother,  whofe  merit,  of  a  more  folid 
kind,  was  accompanied  by  a  referve,  with  which  I 
had  not  till  then  made  any  comparifon  that  could 
make  it  appear  lefs  attradive,  as  at  that  moment  it 
fcruck  me  in  a  confufed  manner.  Child  of  the  Seine, 
it  was  ftill  upon  its  banks  that  I  was  going  to  re- 
fide;  but  the  fituation  of  my  father's  houfe  was 
not  quiet  and  folitary  like  that  of  my  grandmo- 
ther.    The  moving  pidure  of  the  Ponl  -  Neuf 
^zaried  the  fcene  every  moment,  and  I  entered 
literally  as  well  as  figuratively  into  the  world,  when 
1  returned  under  my  paternal  roof.  A  free  air,  how- 
ever, and  an  unconfined  fpace,  ftill  gave  fcope  to 
my  romantic  and  wandering  imagination.  How 
many  times  from  my  window,  w^hich  fronted  the 
north,  have  I  contemplated,  with  emotion,  the  vaft 
expanfe  of  heaven,  and  its  azure  dome,  defigned  with 
fo  much  grandeur,  and  ftretching  from  the  grey 
caft  beyond  the  Pont -an- Change  to  the  trees  of  the 
mall,  and  the  houfes  of  Chaillot,  refplendent  with 
the  ruddy  beams  of  the  fetting  fun  !    Never  did  I 
fail  to  employ  a  few  moments  in  this  way  at  the 
clofe  of  ever}'  fine  day,  and  often  have  tears  of  de- 
light ftolen  down  my  cheeks  in  filence,  while  my 
heart,  dilated  by  a  fentiment  not  to  be  defcribed,^ 
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and  happy  in  the  idea  and  confcioufnefs  of  exiftence, 
was  offering  to  the  Supreme  Being  a  pure  homage 
of  gratitude  worthy  of  his  acceptance.  I  know 
not  if  fenfibiUty  give  a  more  vivid  hue  to  every 
objedl,  or  if  certain  fituations,  which  do  not  appear 
very  remarkable,  contribute  powerfully  to  develope 
it,  or  if  both  be  not  reciprocally  caufe  and  effed  : 
but  when  I  review  the  events  of  my  life,  I  find  it 
difficult  to  afTign  to  circumftances,  or  to  my  dif- 
pofition,  that  variety  and  that  plenitude  of  affedioii 
which  have  marked  fo  ftrongly  every  point  of  its  du- 
ration, and  left  me  fo  clear  a  remembrance  of  every 
place  at  which  I  have  been. 

Cajou  had  ftill  continued  to  teach  me  mufic.  He 
was  fond  of  makino-  me  talk  over  the  theory,  or 
rather  the  mechanifm  of  his  art  for,  though  fome- 
thing  of  a  compofer,  he  underflood  little  of  mathe- 
matics, and  of  metaphyfics  lefs  :  but  he  was  am- 
bitious of  communicating  to  me  all  he  knew. 
He  was  almoft  as  much  afflicled  at  my  want  of  ex- 
prefTion  in  finging,  as  aftoniflied  at  the  eafe  with 
which  I  purfued  a  chain  of  reafoning.  '  Put  foul 
into  it!*  he  would  continually  exclaim:  'You 
fing  an  air  as  nuns  chant  an  anthem/  The 
poor  man  did  not  perceive  that  1  had  too  much 
foul  to  be  able  to  put  it  in  a  fong  :  and  indeed  I 
was  as  much  embarraffed  to  give  the  proper  ex- 
preflion  to  a  tender  paffage  of  mufic,  as  I  ihould 
formerly  have  been  in  reading  aloud  the  epi- 
fode  of  Eucharis  or  Erminia.  Beiqg  fuddenly 
transformed  into  the  perfonage  fuppofed  to  be 
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fpeaking,  1  was  no  longer  capable  of  irra'tation'  ^. 
I  experienced  the  fentiment  to  be  defcribed ;  my 
breathing  grew  Ihort ;  my  voice  faltered  :  and  diffi- 
culties refuited  thence,  which  I  could  not  overcome 
in  a  flat  and  ferious  ftile  of  Tinging;  for  I  could  not 
prevail  upon  myfelf  to  ad:  the  impalTioned  lover. 

Mignardy  whofe  Spanifli  politenefs  gained  him 
the  efteem  of  my  grandmother,  had  begun,  while  I 
was  with  her,  to  teach  me  the  guitar,  and  continued 
to  give  me  leflbns  when  I  returned  to  my  father's. 
The  common  accompaniments  did  not  coft  me  many 
months  to  execute;  and  Mi^nard 2SttxvJ^xds  took  a 
pleafure  in  forwarding  my  improvement,  till  in  the 
end  I  furpafTed  my  m after.  Mozon  was  recalled  to 
perfedl  my  dancing,  as  was  Mr.  Demure^  to  keep 
up  my  arithmetic,  geography,  writing,  and  hiftory- 
My  father/ made  me  refume  the  graver,  confining 
me  to  the  -moft  trifling  branch  of  the  art,  to  which 
he  thought  to  attach  me  by  the  tie  of  intereft ;  for 
having  taught  me  enough  to  make  me  of  fome  ufe, 
he  gave  me  little  jobs  to  do,  of  which  he  fhared 
the  profit  with  me  at  the  end  of  the  week,  accord- 
ing to  a  book  which  he  deflred  me  to  keep.  But  I 
foon  became  weary  of  this ;  nothing  was  fo  infipid 
to  me,  as  to  engrave  the  edge  of  a  watch-cafe^ 
or  to  ornament  a  bauble :  I  liked  much  better 
to  read  a  good  author,  than  to  buy  a  riband. 
I  did  not  conceal  my  difgufl: ;  and  as  no  conftraint- 
was  laid  upon  me,  I  threw  afide  the  graver,  and 
Uavd  never  touched  it  fmce.    I  went  out  every 
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morning  with  my  mother  to  hearraafs :  after  which 
we  fometimes  made  our  Httlc  purchafes.  When 
the  time  required  for  thcfe  purpofes,  and  the  hours 
devoted  to  the  leflbns  of  my  different  mailers,  were 
over,  I  retired  to  my  clofet  to  read,  to  write,  and  to 
meditate.  The  long  evenings  made  me  return  to 
my  needle-works,  during  which  my  mother  had 
the  complaifance  to  read  to  me  for  hours  together. 
Thefe  readings  gave  me  great  pleafure ;  but  as 
they  did  not  permit  me  to  digeft  things  to  my  en- 
tire fatisfa(5tion,  I  conceived  the  idea  of  making  ex- 
trafe.  Accordingly,  my  firfl.  employment  in  the 
morning  was  to  confign  to  paper  what  had  ftruck 
me  mofl  forcibly  the  preceding  evening;  and  this 
done,  I  returned  to  the  book  to  recover  the  con- 
nexion, or  to  copy  a  palliige,  that  I  was  defirous  of 
having  entire.  This  grew  into  a  habit,  a  paffion, 
a  perfect  rage.  My  father  having  only  the  littie 
library,  which  I  had  formerly  exhauftcd,  I  borrow- 
ed and  hired  books,  and  could  not  bear  the  idea  of 
returning  them  till  I  had  made  what  I  conceived 
the  beft  part  of  their  contents  my  own.  In  this 
manner  I  demolifhed  Pluche,  Roi/in,  Crevier,  the 
Pere  d'0rlea7is^  St.  Rea/^  the  Abbe  de  Vertoty  and 
Mezeray^  who  fo  little  refembles  the  latter ;  Meze- 
ray,  the  drieft  of  all  poflible  writers,  but  the  hif- 
torian  of  my  country,  with  the  annals  of  which  I 
wifhed  to  be  acquainted. 

My  grandmother  Bimont  was  dead.  My  little 
uncle  fettled  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  in  a  better  place 
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than  that  of  mafter  of  the  choir,  boarded  with  the 
firft  vicar,  the  Abbe  le  Jay,  who  kept  a  very 
tolerable  houfe,  where  we  ufed  to  go  and  pafs 
the  evening  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  after  divine 
fervice. 

The  Abbe  le  Jay  was  a  good  old  man,  clumfy 
both  in  bo^y  and  mind,  a  wretched  preacher,  an 
unmerciful  confeflbr,  a  cafuift,  and  the  Lord  knows 
what  befide.  But  he  was  by  no  means  blind  to  his 
own  intereft :  he  had  found  means  to  help  on  his 
two  brothers,  and  to  get  them  eftablillied  as  nota- 
ries at  Paris,  where  they  made  a  figure  in  their 
profeflion,  at  that  time  both  reputable  and  lucra- 
tive. His  own  houfe  was  kept  by  one  of  his  rela- 
tions, a  Mademoifelle  d'Hannaches,  tall,  dry,  and 
fallow,  with  a  fhrill  voice,  proud  of  her  defcent,  and 
tiring  every  body  with  her  economical  arrange- 
ments and  her  pedigree.  She  was  a  woman  how- 
ever, and  that  always  enlivens  the  houfe  of  a  prieft ; 
befides,  flie  contrived  to  keep  a  neat  and  plentiful 
table  for  her  coufln,  who  was  a  great  amateur  of  good 
eating.  The  Abbe  found  it  extremely  agreeable  to 
have  a  boarder  in  his  houfe  of  the  amiable  difpofi- 
tion  of  my  uncle  Bimont :  his  table  was  more  cheer- 
ful, Mademoifelle  d'Hannaches  better  tempered,  and 
his  party  of  tric-trac*  never  failed  :  my  mother 
and  the  coufm  were  partners ;  and  as  to  me,  who 
feemed  thus  to  be  deferted,  I  was  not  at  all  dif- 
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pleafed  at  my  four  friends  amufing  themfelves  in 
that  way  ;  for  the  Abbe  le  Jay  received  company 
in  a  large  library,  which  1  laid  under  contribution 
without  mercy.    That  was  a  fource  which  I  re- 
curred to  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  fomething  lefs  than 
three  years.    One  of  his  brothers  having  ruined 
himfelf,  the  Abbe  loft  his  fenfes,  languifhed  for  fix 
weeks,  threw  himfelf  out  of  a  window,  and  died  of 
his  fall.    Mademoifelle  d'Hannaches,  then  at  law 
for  the  inheritance  of  her  uncle,  the  captain^  was 
accommodated  in  my  mother's  houfe,  and  refided 
with  us  a  year  and  a  half.    During  that  period  I 
was  her  fecretary :  I  wrote  her  letters,  copied  her 
dear  genealogy,  drew  up  petitions  which  fhe  pre- 
fented  to  the  prefident  and  attorney-general  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  who  were  left  truftees  of  the 
annuities  bequeathed  by  a  Mr.  de  St.  Vallicr  to  poor 
gentlewomen ;   and  fometimes  accompanied  her 
when  fhe  went  to  make  intereft  with  various  per- 
fons  of  confequence.    I  eafily  perceived  that,  not- 
withftanding  her  ignorance,  her  ftilf  demeanour, 
her  bad  way  of  exprefling  herfelf,  her  old-failiioned 
drefs,  and  her  other  abfurdities,  refpecl  was  paid  to 
her  origin.    The  names  of  her  anceflors,  which 
flie  never  failed  to  repeat,  were  attended  to,  and 
great  pains  were  taken  to  obtain  for  her  what  fhe 
defired.    I  compared  the  honourable  reception  flie 
met  with,  with  that  given  me  by  Madam  de  Boif- 
morel,  which  had  left  a  deep  impreflion  on  my 
mind  y  I  could  not  help  feeling  my  fuperiority  over 
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Mademoifelle  d'Hannaches,  who  with  her  genea- 
logy, and  at  the  age  of  forty,  was  unable  to  write  a 
line  of  common  fenfe,  or  a  legible  hand  ;  and  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  world  was  extremely  unjuft, 
and  the  inflitutions  of  fociety  high^'  .ib.urd. 

But  let  us  fee  for  a  moment  what  was  become  of 
my  friends  at  the  convent.  My  Agatha  now  and 
then  wrote  me  letters  in  the  (lyle  of  tendernefs  pe- 
culiar to  thof^  plaintive  doves,  who  dared  not  in- 
dulge in  any  thing  farther  than  friend  (Lip  ;  a  ftyle 
rendered  ftill  more  affeclionate  by  her  ardent  foul. 
Little  boxes,  pincufhions,  and  fweetmeats,  accom- 
panied them,  whenever  fuch  prefents  w^ere  within 
her  reach.  I  went  occafionally  to  fee  her  j  and  was 
even  admitted  into  the  interior  of  the  convent  at  a 
feftival  given  in  honour  of  the  fuperior;  a  privilege 
they  had  taken  care  to  infare  me,  by  obtaining 
unknown  to  me  a  licence  from  the  archbilhop, 
which  was  afterw^ards  prefented  to  me  as  a  fpecial 
favour,  and  received  by  me  as  fuch.  Every  thing 
was  in  motion,  the  young  ladies  were  well  dreffed, 
the  hall  was  adorned  with  flowers,  and  the  refec- 
tory fluffed  full  of  dainty  cates.  It  muft  be  con- 
fefTcd,  that  in  thefe  entertainments  of  poor  lecluded 
virgins,  in  which  no  doubt  fomel  hing  childilh  may 
be  found,  there  is  alfo  fomc thing  amiable,  ingenu- 
ous, and  graceful,  Vv^hich  belongs  only  to  the  gen- 
tlenefs  of  women,  to  their  lively  imagination, 
and  innocent  playfulnefs,  w^hen  they  make  merry 
among  themfelvcs  at  a  diftance  from  a  fex,  that 

always 
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always  renders  tbem  nj.ore  lerious,  when  it  docs  not 
completely  turn  their  brain.  A  Abort  drama,  ra- 
ther dull,  but  enlivened  by  the  voices  of  little  girls 
fmging  a  few  ftanzas  in  chorus,  was  the  firft  rally- 
ing point :  fportive  dances  fucceeded  s  at  one  time 
fome  excellent  joke,  and  at  another  an  arch  laugh> 
the  more  humorous,  becaufe  making  a  greater  con- 
trail with  their  habitual  gravity,  gave  a  true  Satur- 
nahan  character  to  the  fports  of  the  good  fifters  and 
their  pupils. 

The  phyfician  coming  by  chance  to  the  infirmary 
to  vifit  his  patients,  it  was  impolTible  to  do  other- 
wife  than  invite  him  to  a  fight  of  the  entertainment. 
He  was  accordingly  conduded  under  a  cloifter 
hung  with  feftoons  of  flowers,  where  a  fort  of  fair 
was  eftablin-jed.  There  young  novices  were  felling 
ballads,  others  were  diftributing  cakes,  one  Vv'as 
drawing  a  lottery,  and  another  telling  fortunes, 
while  the  little  girls  were  loaded  with  baikets  of 
fruit,  and  a  concert  was  performing  on  the  oppofitc 
fide.  At  the  fight  of  the  doclor's  wig,  the  novices 
pulled  their  veils  over  their  faces  ^  the  elder  board- 
ers looked  at  their  drefs,  to  fee  whether  it  was  in 
diforder;  the  younger  girls  aflumed  a  graver  air; 
and  I  held  my  guitar  in  a  lels  negligent  man- 
ner. It  was  fufpended  before  me  by  a  riband 
pafled  over  my  fliouldcr.  The  nuns  had  inhfted 
upon  hearing  me  fing,  and  the  occafion  had  in- 
fpired  me  with  two  llanzas  indifferent  in  them- 
felves,  but  fo  well  timed  as  to  be  received  with  un- 
bounded 
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bounded  applaufe.  Even  Cajou  would  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  I  fung  them ; 
for  having  no  fentiments  to  exprefs  but  fuch  as  I 
could  indulge,  my  accents  were  perfedly  unre- 
ftrained.  I  was  defired  to  repeat  them  before  the 
phyfician:  but  that  was  a  very  difFerent  affair;  my 
voice  faltered,  and  my  expreflion  became  obfcure. 
An  old  nun  remarked  it,  and  faid  with  an  arch 
look,  that  it  only  made  my  countenance  fo  much 
the  more  interefting.  At  length  the  do6lor  with- 
drew, every  body  being  glad  he  was  gone,  though 
nobody  would  have  wiQied  him  not  to  have  been 
there. 

Sophia  had  returned  to  her  family  at  Amiens:  but 
previoufly  to  her  departure  we  had  prevailed  upon 
our  mothers  to  fee  one  another.  They  had  in  a 
manner  confecrated  our  connexion,  had  reciprocal- 
ly applauded  their  daughters'  choice,  and  fmiied  at 
our  promifes,  of  never  forgetting  each  other,  which 
we  called  upon  them  to  witnefs.  Thofe  promifes, 
however,  were  better  kept  than  they  imagined, 
notwithftanding  certain  modifications  of  which  my 
readers  hereafter  will  be  able  to  judge.  My  corre- 
fpondence  with  my  friend  was  regularly  carried  on. 
I  wrote  to  lier  always  once  a  week,  and  generally 
twice.  —  'And  what,"*  methinks  I  hear  it  afked, 
*  could  you  have  to  relate  V — Every  thing  I  faw, 
thought,  felt,  or  perceived  :  furely  then  I  could  not 
be  in  want  of  fomething  to  fay  !  Our  corrc- 
fpondcnce  gave  facility  to  itfelf,  and  furniftied  its 
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own  materials.  By  communicating  my  refleflions, 
I  Icarnt-d  the  better  to  refled  ;  I  ftudied  with  more 
ardour,  becaufe  I  took  a  pleafure  in  fharing  what  I 
acquired ;  and  I  made  my  obfervations  with  the 
greater  care,  becaufe  I  found  entertainment  in  com- 
mitting them  to  paper.  Sophia's  letters  were  lefs 
frequent :  a  numerous  family,  a  crowded  houfe,  the 
forms  of  fociety,  and  the  very  nature  of  a  pro- 
vincial life,  occupied  by  trifles,  by  unmeaning 
vifit*^,  and  of  which  a  part  is  neceflarily  devoted  to 
cards,  left  her  neither  the  leifure  to  write,  nor  the 
means  of  colledling  fuch  abundant  materials.  For 
that  reafon  perhaps  ihe  let  the  greater  value  on 
the  letters  (lie  received  from  me,  and  preffed  me 
more  earneftly  to  write. 

The  death  of  the  Abbe  le  Jay  having  deprived 
me  of  the  ufe  of  his  library,  in  which  1  had  found 
hiftorians,  mythologifts,  fathers  of  the  church,  and 
literati: — Cotrou  and  Rouille^  for  inftance,  who  call 
Horatius  Codes  a  one-eyed  worthy ;  Maimhourg^ 
of  a  tafte  equally  elevated  ;  Burriiyere^  who  wrote  the 
hiftory  of  the  people  of  God  in  the  flyle  wherein 
Bitaube  has  compofed  his  poem  called  Jofeph ; 
the  chevalier  de  Folard^  of  a  very  different  caft, 
whofe  military  details  appeared  to  me  much  more 
rational  than  the  reflections  of  the  Jefuits ;  the 
Abbe  Bdnier,  who  amufed  me  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  Abbe  F/eury ;  Condi/Iac,  and  father  Andrcy 
whofe  metaphyfics,  applied  to  eloquence,  and  to 
the  beautiful  of  every  kind,  gave  me  Angular  de- 

light  I 
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light  5  fome  poems  by  Voltaire ;  the  moral  eflays  of 
Nicole ;  the  lives  of  the  Fathers  in  the  Wildernejsy 
and  that  of  Def cartes  by  Andre  Baillct-,  BoJJiiefs 
Univerfal  Hiftoiy;  the  letters  of  St.  Jerome^  and  the 
romance  of  Don  Quixote,  with  a  thoufand  others 
equally  congruous  :  —  this  library  faihng  me,  I 
was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  the  bookfellers. 
My  father  being  ill  qualified  to  feledt,  afked  for 
whatever  I  pointed  out,  my  choice  generally  fal- 
ling on  the  works  of  which  I  had  been  enabled  to 
form  fome  idea  by  the  quotations  and  extrads  I 
had  found  in  thofe  I  had  already  read.  In  that 
way  tranflations  of  Diodorous  Siculus,  and  other 
ancient  hiftorians,  attracted  my  notice.  I  was 
^Ifo  defirous  of  reading  the  hiftory  of  my  own 
country  in  fome  other  writer  befides  Mezeray,  and 
accordingly  pitched  upon  the  Abbe  Felly,  and  his 
continuators  far  lefs  interefting  than  himfelf,  in  pe- 
riods, where,  v/ith  his  talents,  they  might  have  been 
more  fo.  Pafcal,  Mo7itefqiiieu,  Locke,  Burlamaqui,  and 
the  principal  French  dramatifts,  next  engaged  my 
attention.  I  had  no  plan,  nor  any  end  in  view,  but 
to  improve  myfelf  and  acquire  knowledge.  I  felt  a 
fort  of  neceffity  of  exercifing  the  adivity  of  my 
mind,  and  of  gratifying  my  ferious  propenfities.  I 
panted  after  happinef?,  and  could  find  it  only  in  a 
powerful  exertion  of  my  faculties.  I  know  not 
what  I  might  have  become,  if  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  fkilful  preceptor  :  it  is  probable  that  by  apply-* 
ing  folely  or  principally  to  a  particular  ftudy, 

might 
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mlglit  have  extended  fomc  branch  of  fciencc,  or 
have  acquired  talents  of  a  fuperior  kind.  But 
fhould  I  have  been  better  or  more  ufeful  ?  That 
is  a  queftion  which  I  leave  others  to  rcfolve :  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  1  could  not  have  been  more  happy. 
I  know  nothing  comparable  to  that  plenitude  of 
life,  of  peace,  of  fatisfadlion,  to  thofe  days  of  in- 
nocence and  ftudy.  They  were  not,  however,  un- 
mixed with  trouble,  from  which  the  life  of  man 
upon  earth  is  never  exempt. 

I  had  generally  feveral  books  on  hand  at  a  time, 
fome  ferving  for  fludy,  others  (landing  me  in  the 
ftead  of  recreation.     Hiftorical  works  of  length, 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  were  read  aloud  in  the 
evening,  which  was  almoft  the  only  time  I  Ipent 
with  my  mother.    The  whole  of  the  day  I  pa^cd  in 
the  folitude  of  the  clofet,  in  making  extrads,  or  in 
meditation.    As  long  as  the  fine  weather  laded,  we 
went  on  holidays  to  the  public  walks  j  and  my 
father  regularly  carried  me  befides  to  all  the  exhi- 
bitions either  of  pi(5lures  or  other  works  of  art,  fa 
frequent  at  Paris  in  thofe  days  of  luxury,  and  of  pro- 
fperity,  as  it  was  then  called.    He  enjoyed  himfelf 
much  on  thefe  occafions,  when  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  make  an  agreeable  difplay  of  his  fuperiority,  by 
pointing  out  to  my  obfervation  what  he  underftood 
better  than  1 ;  and  was  proud  of  the  tafte  I  difco- 
vered  as  of  his  own  work.    That  was  our  point  of 
contafl :  in  thofe  cafes  we  were  truly  in  unifon. 
My  father  never  lofc  an  opportunity  of  llievving  him- 
felf 
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felf  to  advantage ;  and  it  was  evident  that  he  was 
fond  of  being  feen  in  public,  giving  his  arm  to  a 
well-dreffed  young  woman,  whofe  blooming  ap- 
pearance frequently  produced  a  murmur  of  admi- 
ration grateful  to  his  ears.  If  any  one  accoftcd  him, 
doubtful  of  thp  relation  in  which  we  ftood  to  each 
other,  he  would  fay,  '  My  daughter,'  with  an  air 
of  modeft  triumph,  which  I  was  not  the  lafl;  to 
perceive,  and  which  affeded  me  without  making 
me  vain,  for  I  afcribed  it  entirely  to  parental  affec- 
tion. If  I  chanced  to  fpeak,  he  might  be  feen 
examining,  in  thofe  around,  the  etTeft  of  my  voice, 
or  of  the  eood  fenfe  1  mi2;ht  have  uttered,  and  afli- 
ing  them  by  his  looks,  if  he  had  not  reafon  to  be 
proud.  I  was  fenfible  of  thefe  things ;  and  they  fome- 
times  made  me  more  timid,  without  producing  any 
awkward  feeling,  it  feemed  incumbent  upon  me  to 
make  amends  by  my  raodefty  for  my  father's  pride. 
In  the  mean  time,  how  did  thefe  worldly  amufe- 
ments,  thefe  arts,  the  images  they  call  up,  and  the 
defn  e  to  pleafe,  fo  natural  and  fo  ftrcng  in  woman- 
kind, agree  with  my  devotion,  my  ftudies,  my  fo- 
ber  reafon,  and  my  faith  ?  That  was  precifely  the 
origin  of  the  trouble  of  which  I  have  been 
fpeaking,  and  of  which  the  progrcfs  and  effeds 
are  well  worthy  of  an  explanation  rather  difficult 
to  give. 

With  the  bulk  of  mankind,  formed  rather  to 
feel  than  to  think,  the  pafTions  give  the  firft  fhock 
to  their  creed,  when  that  creed  has  been  imbibed 
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from  education.    What  but  paflion  produces  fuch 
contradiclions  between  the  prhiciples  that  have 
been  adopted,   the  defires  that  thofe  principles 
cannot  extinguiQi,  and  the  inftitutions  of  a  govern- 
ment ill  calculated  to  reconcile  them  ?    But  in 
a  young  mind  accuftomed  to  refledl,  and  placed 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  fedu6lions  of  the  world, 
it  is  reafon  which  firft  gives  the  alarm,  and  urges 
us  to  examine,  before  we  have  any  intereft  to 
doubt.    If  my  inquietude,  however,  had  no  felfifli 
confiderations  in—/iew,  it  was  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, independent  of  my  fenfibiUty  :  I  thought 
through  the  medium  of  my  heart  ;   while  my 
rcafon,  though  obferving  a  flricl  impartiality,  was 
by  no  means  unconcerned  in  the  operations  of 
the  mind. 

The  firft  thing  that  fliocked  me  in  that  religion, 
which  I  profeffcd  with  the  ferioufnefs  of  a  folid  and 
I  conliftent  mind,  was  the  univerfal  damnation  of  all 
thofe  by  whom  it  is  denied,  or  to  whom  it  has  re- 
mained unknown.  When,  inftrudled  by  hiftory, 
I  had  well  confidered  the  extent  of  the  earth,  the 
fucceffion  of  ages,  the  progrefs  of  empires,  the  vir- 
tues and  the  errors  of  lb  many  nations,  1  perceived 
wcaknefs,  abfurdity,  and  impiety,  in  the  idea  of  a 
creator,  who  devotes  to  eternal  torments  thofe 
innumerable  beings,  the  frail  works  of  his  hands,, 
caft  on  the  earth  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  perils,  and 
loft  in  a  night  of  ignorance,  from  which  they  h:ivc 
already  had  fo  much  to  fuffer.    '  1  am  deceived  in 
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this  article  of  my  creed,  it  is  evident ;  am  I  not 
equally  wrong  in  feme  other  ?  Let  me  examine.' — * 
From  the  moment  a  Catholic  has  arrived  at  this 
ftage  of  reafoning,  he  is  loft  for  ever  to  the  church. 
I  eafily  conceive  why  priefts  require  a  blind  fub- 
miffion,  and  preach  up  fo  ftrenuoully  that  religious 
faith,  which  adopts  without  examination,  and 
adores  without  murmurir.^""; ;  this  is  the  bafis  of  their 
empire,  which  is  deftroyed  as  foon  as  wc  begin  to 
inveftigate.  Next  to  the  cruelty  of  damnation, 
the  abfurdlty  of  infallibility  ftruck  me  the  moft; 
and  very  loon  it  was  rejedled  likewifc.  ^  What 
truth  is  there  then  remaining?' — That  became  the 
object  of  a  refcarch  continued,  during  a  number 
of  years,  with  an  a6livity,  and  fometimes  an  anxi- 
ety, of  mind,  difficult  to  defcribe.  Critical,  moral^ 
phllofophical,  and  metaphyfical  writers  became 
my  favourite  fliudy.  I  was  on  the  hunt  after  what- 
ever could  point  them  out  to  me ;  and  their  ana- 
lyfis  and  comparifon  became  my  principal  em- 
ploy. I  had  loft  my  confefTor,  the  monk  of  St. 
Yidtor's :  the  good  M.  Lallement  was  dead,  to 
whofe  worth  and  difcretion  I  am  happy  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  bearing  wilnefs.  Being  under 
the  neceflity  of  miaking  choice  of  fome  perfon  to 
fticceed  him,  I  caft  my  e3^es  upon  the  Abbe  Morel, 
who  belonged  to  our  parllh,  and  whom  I  had  feen 
at  my  uncle's  :  he  was  a  little  man,  by  no  means 
wanting  in  underftanding,  and  profefling  the  great- 
eft,  aufterity  of  principles,  which  was  the  motive 

that 
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that  determined  me  in  my  choice.   When  my  faith  . 
wavered,  he  was  fure  to  be  the  firfl  informed  of  it ; 
for  I  never  could  tell  any  thing  but  the  truth.  He 

was  eager  to  put  into  my  hands  the  apologifts  and 
champions  of  Chrillianity.  Behold  mc  then  do- 
fetted  with  the  Abbe  Gauchat,  the  Abbe  Bergier,  Ab- 
badie,  Holland^  Clarke^  and  the  reft  of  the  reverend 
phalanx. — I  perufed  them  with  critical  feverity,  and 
fometimes  made  notes,  which  I  left  in  the  book 
when  I  returned  it  to  the  Abbe  Morel,  who  afked 
with  aftonifliment  if  I  had  written  and  conceived 
them.  The  moft  whimfical  part  of  the  ftory  is, 
that  it  was  from  thefe  works  that  I  firfh  got 
an  idea  of  thofe  which  they  pretended  to  refute, 
and  noted  down  their  titles  in  order  to  procure 
them;  In  this  way  did  the  treatife  on  Toleration^ 
the  Didionnaire  Philofophique^  Qiiejlions  coyicerning  the 
Encyclopedic^  the  Bon  Sens  of  the  Marquis  d*Argens, 
the  Jewijli  Letters,  the  TurkiJ/i  Spy,  lesMmirs,  I'Efprity 
Diderot,  d'Alembert,  Raynal,  and  the  Syjleme  de  la 
Nature,  pafs  fucceflively  through  my  hands. 

The  progrefs  of  my  mind  was  not  going  on  alone. 
Nature  was  making  hers  in  every  way.  Although 
my  mother  had  never  precifely  told  me  what  I  had 
to  exped,  fhe  had  occafionally  faid  enough  on  the 
fubjedl  in  my  prefcnce,  and  my  grandmother  in 
particular  had  amufed  herfelf  too  much  by  certain 
predidions,  to  leave  any  room  for  aftonifhment  at 
the  event. 

VOL.  ir.  PART  III.  G  I  re- 
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I  remarked  it  with  a  fort  of  joy,  as  an  initiation 
into  the  clafs  of  grown  perfons,  and  I  announced 
it  to  my  mother,  who  embraced  me  tenderly,  de-? 
nigh  ted  at  the  idea  of  my  having  paffed  fo  happily 
through  a  period,  during  which  fhe  had  been  alarm-r 
ed  for  my  health.  Previoufly  to  this  occurrence 
I  had  been  fometimes  roufed  in  a  furprifing  man- 
ner from  the  moft  profound  fleep.  My  imagina- 
tion had  no  concern  in  the  bufinefs:  it  was  too 
much  occupied  with  ferious  fubjefts,  and  my  ti- 
morous confcience  guarded  it  too  fcrupuloufly 
againft  amufing  itfelf  with  others,  for  it  to  be  poffi- 
ble  that  it  fnould  prefent  to  me  what  I  had  never 
allowed  myfelf  to  try  to  comprehend.  But  an  ex- 
traordinary ebullition  irritated  my  fenfes  during 
the  hours  of  repofe,  and  operated  of  itfelf,  by  the 
mere  force  of  an  excellent  conftitution,  an  efteft 
which  was  as  perfecliy  unknown  to  me  as  the  caufe. 
The  firft  fentiment  that  refulted  from  it  was  an  un- 
accountable fort  of  terror.  I  had  read  in  my  Philo- 
tee^  that  we  are  not  permitted  to  derive  any  pleafurc 
from  our  bodies  unlefs  in  lawful  marriage.  This 
precept  recurred  to  my  mind.  What  I  had  ex- 
perienced might  be  called  a  pleafure :  I  was  there- 
fore culpable,  and  in  a  way  too  that  might  occafion 
me  the  greateft  ftiame  and  forrow,  fmce  it  was  pre- 
cifely  the  offence  moft  difpleafing  to  the  Lamb 
without  fpot.  Great  was  the  agitation  in  my  pooi^ 
heart,  fervent  were  my  prayers,  and  my  mortifica-f 
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tions  fevere  !  How  was  a  fimilar  event  to  be  avoided 
in  future  ?  for  after  all  I  bad  not  forefeen  it.  True  j 
but  I  had  not  taken  pains  to  prevent  it,  at  the  in- 
ftant  it  was  coming  on.  My  vigilance  according- 
ly became  extreme.  I  perceived  that  one  pofition 
expofed  me  more  to  it  than  another;  and  carefully 
avoided  it.  My  uneafinefs  was  fo  great,  that  it  ufed 
afterwards  to  wake  me  before  the  cataftrophe. 
When  I  had  been  unable  to  prevent  it,  I  leaped  out 
of  bed,  and  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  winter,  with  my 
naked  feet  on  the  bare  pavement*,  I  fupplicated 
the  Lord,  witii  folded  arms,  to  preferve  me  from  the 
temptations  of  the  devil.  I  loft  no  time  in  putting 
myfelf  upon  low  diet;  and  it  has  happened  to  me 
to  praftife  literally  what  the  royal  prophet  has  per^ 
haps  only  given  us,  as  an  oriental  figure  of  fpeech  > 
I  mixed  aflies  with  my  bread,  and  moiftened  it  with 
my  tears.  1  have  made  more  than  one  breakfaft 
on  toaft  fprinkled  with  aflies  inftead  of  fait,  by  way 
of  penance;  Thefe  repafts  did  me  no  more  harm 
than  the  no<fiurnal  accidents,  for  the  reparation  of 
which,  I  put  myfelf  upon  fo  ftrange  a  regimen. 
At  laft  I  conceived  that  they  might  be  trials  which 
heaven  permitted  in  order  to  keep  us  in  humble  dif- 
truft  of  ourfelves ;  and  I  called  to  mind  the  com- 
plaints of  St.  Paul,  and  his  prayers  to  be  delivered 
from  *  the  thorn  in  the  Jlejh^  the  mejj'enger  of  Satan 

that 
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that  zvas  given  to  buffet  him,'  I  fancied  that  it  was 
on  this  account,  thar  St.  Bernard  ufed  to  throw 
himfelf  in  the  fnow  j  that  St.  Jerome  covered  his 
body  with  fackcloth ;  and  that  abftinence  was  fo 
ftrenuoufly  recommended  to  thofe  who  afpire  to 
perfedion.  How  humble  and  fervent  was  my  devo-^ 
tion  whenever  fuch  an  accident  had  happened  to  me ! 
How  much  muft  my  earneft  voice,  my  humble 
attitude,  the  extraordinary  glow  of  my  complexion, 
and  my  bright  and  humid  eyes,  have  added  to 
the  expreffion  of  a  countenance  full  of  candour  and 
fenfibility  !  What  a  mixture  of  innocence,  of  pre- 
rnature  fentiment,  of  good  fenfe,  and  of  fimpli- 
city  !  In  truth,  I  almoft  confider  myfelf  as  fortu- 
nate in  being  fent  to  prifon,  in  order  to  call  to 
mind  thefe  interefting  peculiarities,  which  never 
before  came  into  niy  head,  and  by  which  I  am 
bighly  affeded. 

I  already  fee  the  curious  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  I 
could  fay  on  this  fubjeft  to  my  confeflbr :  but  mott 
afTuredly  the  difSculty  they  may  find  in  conceiving 
it,  is  not  greater  than  the  embarraffment  I  under- i 
went.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  rnoft  fcrupulous 
examination  quieted  my  confcience  as  to  my  will  y 
I  always  returned  to  the  principle  of  the  Philoteel 
and  the  argument  thence  to  be  inferred;  and,  in 
fliort,  if  it  were  only  a  trial,  it  ought  flill  to  bQ 
laid  before  my  confeflbr.  How  (hall  I  attemp 
it  ?  What  name  fhall  I  give  it  ?  What  (hall  I  dc 
fcribe?  or  how  exprefs  myfelf?—'  Father,  lac 

cufi 
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cure-myfelf;— *Well,  child!'  What  could  I  lay 
next  ?  My  heart  began  to  beat,  the  blood  ruilied 
into  my  face^  and  a  dewy  moifture  diffufed  itfelf 
over  my  whole  frame.  '  I  accufe  myfelf — of  hav- 
ing had  emotions  contrary  to  the  chaftity  of  a 
chriftian.'  Oh !  what  an  excellent  phrafe  !  San- 
teuil  was  not  more  delighted  at  finding  his  rhime, 
nor  Archimedes  with  the  folution  of  his  problem, 
than  I  was  pleafed  with  the  expreffion.  But  if 
he  fliould  queftion  me  further  ?  Nay,  but  I  have 
told  all  I  can ;  it  is  his  bufinefs  to  know  the 
reft.  I  trembled  that  day  much  more  than  ufual 
in  kneeling  before  the  holy  tribunal ;  and  my  veU 
was  pulled  down  to  my  chin.  I  was  anxious,  how- 
ever, to  eafe  my  heart  of  the  heavieft  of  my  accu- 
fations.    *  Have  you  at  all  contributed  thereto  ?*  — 

*  I  do  not  know,  but  my  will  was  not  concerned.' 

Have  you  read  no  bad  books   — *  Never.'— 

*  Entertained  no  improper  thoughts  ?' — '  Oh  no  ! 
I  abhor  them/^ — *  Hem!  go  on/  I  know  not 
whether  the  Abbe  Morel  had  any  bad  thoughts  to 
combat  at  that  moment,  but  his  prudent  referve 
not  fuftering  him  to  add  any  thing  more,  I  looked 
upon  his  Hem !  go  on,  as  tantamount  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  concluded,  that  I  was  not  fo  cri- 
minal as  I  had  fuppofed.  He  took  care,  however, 
in  his  final  exhortation,  to  recommend  to  me  to  be 
watchful,  and  to  remind  me,  that  angelic  purity 
was  the  virtue  moft  agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord,  with  other  common-place  maxims  which  I 
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fcad  every  day.  I  was  confirmed  in  my  idea  that 
it  was  a  trial,  and  that  I  was  right  in  my  applica- 
tions of  St.  Paul  and  other  holy  writers.  My  con- 
fcience  was  delivered  from  a  very  painful  fcruple, 
and  I  became  in  future  free  from  agitation.  It  is 
inconceivable  what  good  effefts  this  habit  of  re- 
ftraint  has  produced  on  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
life,  notwlthftanding  the  way  in  which  it  was  con- 
trafted.  It  has  gained  fuch  aa  afcendancy  over 
me,  that  I  have  maintained,  from  delicacy  and  a 
fenfe  of  reditude,  the  fevcrity  that  firft  fprung  from 
devotion.  I  became  miftrefs  of  my  imagination 
by  dint  of  curbing  it ;  1  took  a  fort  of  diflike  to 
every  brutal  and  folitary  gratification  j  and  in  dan- 
gerous fituaticms  have  found  a  pleafure  in  remain- 
ing prudent,  when  feduclion  would  have  led  me  to 
forget  my  reafon  and  my  principles.  Pleafure,- 
like  happinefsy  I  can  fee  only  in  the  union  of  what 
cliarms  the  heart  as  well  as  the  fenfes,  and  leaves 
behind  it  no  regret.  With  fuch  fentiments,  it  is 
difficult  to  forget,  and  impoffible  to  degrade,  one*s- 
felf,'  at  the  fame  time  that  they  do  not  exempt  us 
from  what  is  properly  called  a  tender  paffions  on 
the  contrary,  they  perhaps  increafe  the  quantity  of 
fuel  by  which  it  is  fed.  I  might  add  here,  as  in 
geometry,  Q.  E.  D.  But  have  a  little  patience ! 
we  have  plenty  of  time  to  come  at  the  proof. 

To  the  newly  acquired  fenfations  of  a  well  orga- 
nized frame,  were  infenlibly  joined  all  the  modifi- 
cations  of  the  defire  to  pleafe.    I  was  fond  of  look^ 


(  ) 

ing  'Wei/,  I  was  pleafed  at  hearing  it  fald,  and  wil- 
lingly employed  myfelf  in  whatever  feemed  likely 
to  procure  me  that  fatisfaftion.  This,  perhaps,  is 
the  place  to  draw  my  portrait,  and  it  will  be  quite 
as  well  to  infert  it  here  as  elfewhere.  At  fourteen 
years  old,  having  already  attained  my  full  height, 
my  ftature  was,  as  now,  about  five  feet  *  j  my  leg 
was  well  made ;  my  foot  well  fet  on ;  my  hips 
high  and  prominent  3  my  cheft  broad,  and  nobly 
decorated;  my  flioulders  flat 5  my  carriage  firm 
and  graceful ;  and  my  walk  light  and  quick  : — fuch 
was  the  firft  coup  d'ceil.  My  face  had  nothing 
ftriking  in  it,  except  a  great  deal  of  colour,  and 
much  foftnefs  and  expreffion.  On  examining  each 
feature,  *  Where,'  it  might  befaid, '  is  the  beauty  ?* 
Not  a  fingle  one  is  regular,  and  yet  all  pleafc.  My 
mouth  is  a  little  wide  ;  you  may  fee  prettier  every 
day  ;  but  you  will  fee  none  with  a  fmile  more  ten- 
der or  engaging.  My  eyes,  on  the  contrary,  are 
not  very  large,  and  the  colour  of  the  iris  is  hazel ; 
but  they  are  fufliciently  prominent,  and  are  crowned 
with  well  arched  eye-brows,  which,  like  my  hair, 
are  of  a  dark  brown.  My  look  is  open,  frank, 
lively,  and  tender,  varying  in  its  expreffion  like 
the  afFed:ionate  heart  of  which  it  indicates  the 
movements :  ferious  and  lofty,  it  fometimes  afto- 
nilhes  ;  but  it  charms  much  more,  and  never  falls  to 
keep  attention  awake.  My  nofe  gave  me  fome  un- 
eafmefs  ;  I  thought  it  a  little  too  full  at  the  end  i 

•  Near  five  feet  four  inches  Englifhmcafure.—r;-*?^/. 
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but  taken  with  the  reft^  efpeclally  in  profile,  its 
effcfl  is  not  amifs*    My  forehead,  broad,  high, 
with  the  hair  retiring,  at  that  early  age,  fupported 
by  a  very  elevated  orbit  of  the  eye,  and  marked  by 
veins  in  the  form  of  a  Y,  that  dilated  on  the  flighteft 
emotion,  was  far  from  making  fuch  an  infignifi- 
cant  figure  as  it  does  in  many  faces.    As  to  my 
chin,  which  turns  up  a  little  at  the  end,  it  has  pre- 
cifely  the  marks  attributed  by  phyfiognomifts  to 
the  voluptuary.    Indeed,  when  I  combine  all  the 
peculiarities  of  my  chara(5ter,  I  doubt  if  ever  an 
individual  fo  well  formed  for  pleafure,  tailed  it  fo 
little.     A  complexion  clear  rather  than  fair,  a 
frefh  colour,  frequently  heightened  by  the  fudden 
flufli  of  a  rapid  circulation  excited  by  the  moft 
irritable  nerves;  a  fmooth  ikin,  a  well-turned  arm, 
a  hand,  which,  without  being  fmall,  is  elegant,  be- 
caufe  its  long  and  taper  fingers  give  it  grace,  and 
indicate  addrefs ;  teeth  white  and  regular ;  and 
the  plumpnefs  of  perfed  health;  fuch  are  the 
gifts  with  which  nature  had  endowed  me.    I  have 
loft  many  of  them,  particulariy  the  fulnefs  of  my 
form,  and  the  bloom  and  ruddinefs  of  my  com- 
plexion ;  but  thofe  which  remain  ftill  hide  five  or 
fix  years  of  my  age,  without  any  afliftance  of  art» 
fo  that  the  perfons  who  are  in  the  daily  habit  of 
feeing  me,  will  hardly  believe  me  to  be  more  than 
two  or  three  and  thirty.    It  is  only  fince  my  beauty 
has  begun  to  fade,  that  I  know  what  was  its  extent  j 
while  in  its  bloom  I  was  unconfclous  of  its  value^ 
which  was  probably  augmented  by  my  ignorance. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  regret  its  lofs,  becaufe  I  have  never  abufed 
it ;  but  I  certainly  fliould  not  be  forry,  provided 
my  duty  could  be  reconciled  with  my  inclination 
to  turn  the  portion  that  remains  to  better  account. 
My  portrait  has  frequently  been  drawn,  painted, 
and  engraved,  but  none  of  thefe  imitations  gives  an 
idea  of  my  perfon  * :  my  likenefs  is  very  hard  to 
hit,  becaufe  the  exprefllon  of  my  foul  is  more 
ftrongly  marked  than  the  lines  of  my  counte- 
nance. This  an  artift  of  common  abilities  cannot 
reprefent  poffibly  he  does  not  even  fee  it.  My 
face  takes  animation  in  proportion  to  the  intereft 
with  which  I  am  infpired,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  my  mind  is  developed  in  proportion  to  the 
mind  with  which  I  communicate.  I  feel  my- 
felf  fo  ftupid  with  many  people,  that  upon  per- 
ceiving my  readinefs  with  perfons  of  wit,  I  have 
thought  in  the  fmiplicity  of  my  heart  that  I  was 
indebted  for  it  to  their  clevernefs.  I  generally 
pleafe,  becaufe  I  am  fearful  of  offending  j  but  it 
is  not  given  to  all  to  find  me  handfome,  or  to  difco- 
ver  what  I  am  worth.  I  can  fuppofe  that  an  old 
coxcomb,  enamoured  of  himfelf,  and  vain  of  dis- 
playing the  llender  flock  of  fcience  he  has  been  fo 
long  in  acquiring,  might  be  in  the  habit  of  feeing  me 
for  ten  years  together  without  fufped:ing  1  could  do 
more  than  cafl  up  a  bill,  or  cut  out  a  (hirt.  It  was 
not  without  reafon  that  Cajiiille  Deimoulins  was 

afloniflied 
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aftonlflied  that  '  at  my  age,  and  with  fo  little  heauty,  1 
had  ftili  what  he  calls  adorers.  I  never  fpoke  to 
him  in  my  life,  but  it  is  probable  that  with  a  per- 
fonage  of  his  ftamp  I  fliould  be  cold  and  filent,  if 
not  abfolutely  repulfive.  He  was  not  right  in  fup- 
pofing  me  to  hold  a  court.  I  hate  gallants  as  much 
as  I  defpife  flaves,  and  know  perfedlly  well  how  to 
get  rid  of  a  flatterer.  What  I  want  is  efteem  and 
goodwill ;  admire  me  afterwards  if  you  pleafe  ;  but 
efteem  and  affedlion  I  muft  have  at  any  rate  :  this 
feldom  fails  with  thofe  who  fee  me  often^  and 
who  poflefs,  at  the  fame  time,  a  found  under- 
ftanding  and  a  heart. 

That  defire  to  pleafe,  which  animates  a  youthful 
breaft,  and  excites  fo  delicious  an  emotion  when 
we  perceive  the  flattering  looks  of  which  we  are  the 
objed,  was  curiouHy  combined  with  my  virgin  bafli- 
fuipefs,  and  the  aufterity  of  my  principles,  and  dif- 
fufed  a  peculiar  charm  over  my  perfon  and  my  drefs. 
Nothing  could  be  more  decent  than  my  garb^  nof 
any  thing  more  modeft  than  my  deportment :  though 
wifliing  them  to  befpeak  referve,  and  afpiring  only 
to  neatnefs,  the  greateft  commendations  were 
beftowed  upon  my  tafte*  Meanwhile,  that  re-^ 
nunciation  of  the  world,  that  contempt  of  its 
pomps  and  vanities,  fo  ftrongly  recommended  by. 
chriftian  morality,  accorded  ill  with  the  fuggeftions 
of  nature.  Their  contradidions  at  firft  tormented 
me,  but  my  reafoning  necefTarily  extended  to  rules 
of  conduct,  as  well  as  to  articles  of  faith.  I  ap- 
plied 
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plied  myfelf  with  equal  attention  to  the  inveftiga- 
tion  of  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  the  examination  of 
what  it  was  poflible  for  me  to  beheve  :  the  ftudy 
of  philolbphy,  confidered  as  the  moral  fcience,  and 
the  bafis  of  happinefs,  became  my  only  one,  and 
I  referred  to  it  all  my  reading  and  obfervation. 

The  fame  thing  happened  to  me  in  metaphyfic3 
and  morality,  that  I  had  experienced  in  reading 
poetry  :  I  fancied  myfelf  transformed  into  the  per- 
Ibnage  of  the  drama  that  had  moft  analogy  with 
myfelf,  or  that  I  moft  efteemed  and  adopted  the 
proportions,  with  the  novelty  or  brilliancy  of  which 
^  had  been  ftruck  :  they  remained  my  own,  till 
fome  newer  or  more  profound  difcuffion  came  in 
my  way-  Thus,  in  ihe  controverfial  clafs,  I  Tided 
with  the  authors  of  Port  Royal  j  their  logic  and 
their  aufterity  agreed  with  my  temper  of  mind^, 
while  I  felt  an  inftindtive  averfion  to  the  fophifti- 
cal,  evafive,  and  flexible  faith  of  the  Jefuits.  When 
I  became  acquainted  with  the  ancient  feds  of  phi-* 
iofophers,  I  gave  the  palm  to  the  ftoics ;  and  en- 
deavoured, like  them,  to  maintain  that  pain  was 
no  evil.  That  folly  could  not  laft,  but  I  perfifted 
in  determining  at  leaft  not  to  be  overcome  by  it ; 
and  my  little  experiments  convinced  me  that  I 
could  endure  the  greateft  torments  without  utter- 
ing a  cfy.  The  night  of  my  marriage  defhroyed 
the  confidence  I  had  till  then  preferved  :  it  is  true, 
furprifc  had  fome  fhare  in  the  bufinefs,  and  a 
novice  of  tha^t  ri^id  order  may  be  expeded  to 
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bear  an  evil  forefeen,  better  than  one  that  came 
Unawares,  when  the  very  contrary  was  looked 
fon 

During  two  months  that  I  ftudied  Defcartes  and 
Malebranche,  I  confidered  my  kitten,  when  fhe' 
mewed,  merely  as  a  piece  of  tnechatiifm  perform- 
ing its  movements  -y  but  in  thus  feparating  fenti- 
ment  from  its  figns,  it  feemed  to  rne  that  I  wa^ 
differing  nature,  and  robbing  it  of  all  its  charms^ 
I  thought  it  infinitely  more  agreeable  to  give  every 
thing  a  foul ;  and  fhould  have  adopted  that  of 
Spinofa,  rather  than  go  without  one.  Helvetius 
hurt  me  :  he  annihilated  the  moft  ravifhing  illu- 
fions;   and  fliewed  me  everywhere  a  mean  and 
revolting  felf-intereft  :  yet  What  fagacity  !  what 
happy  ideas  1   I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  Helvetius 
delineated  mankind  in  the  ftate  to  which  they  had 
been  reduced  by  the  corruption  of  fociety :  I  thought 
it  right  to  ftudy  him,  in  order  to  frequent  what  is 
called  the  world,  without  being  its  dupe ;  but  I 
took  good  care  not  to  adopt  his  principles  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftimating  man  in  his  unadulterated 
ftate,  or  appreciating  my  own  actions.    I  felt  my- 
felf poflefled  of  a  generofity  of  foul,  of  which  he 
denied  the  exiftence.     With  what  delight  did  I 
oppofe  to  his  fyftem  the  fublime  traits  of  hiftory, 
and  the  virtues  of  the  Heroes  it  has  celebrated  !  I 
never  read  the  recital  of  a  glorious  deed  without 
faying  to  myfelf,  '  It  is  thus  that  I  fhould  have 
acted.'    I  became  a  paffionate  admirer  of  repub- 
lics. 
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lies,  becaufe  it  was  there  that  I  found  the  mofl  vir- 
tues to  awaken  my  admiration,  and  the  men  belt 
deferving  of  my  efteem.  I  was  perfuaded,  that  their 
form  of  poHty  was  the  only  one  calculated  to  pro- 
duce both :  I  felt  myfelf  not  unequal  to  the  former; 
I  rejedted  with  difdain  the  idea  of  uniting  myfelf 
with  a  man  inferior  to  the  latter ;  and  I  afked,  witl> 
a  figh,  why  I  was  not  born  a  republican.  ' 

My  mother,  my  amiable  little  uncle,  Made- 
moifelle  d'Hannaches,  and  myfelf,  made  a  journey 
to  Verfailles,  which  was  folely  intended  to  fliew  me 
the  court,  and  the  place  it  inhabited,  and  to  amufe 
me  with  its  pageantry.    We  lodged  in  the  palace. 
Madam  le  Grand,  the  Dauphinefs's  woman,  well 
known  to  the  Abbe  Bimont,  by  means  of  her  fon, 
who  was  his  fchool-fellow,  and  of  whom  I  ftiall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter,  not  being  in  wait- 
ing, lent  us  her  apartment.    It  was  a  garret,  in 
the  fame  corridor  with  that  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  and  fo  clofely  adjoining,  that  it  was  neceflary 
for  the  prelate  to  fpeak  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  to 
avoid  being  overheard :  the  fame  precaution  was 
necelTary  on  our  part.    Two  rooms  indifferently 
furnifhed,  over  one  of  which  it  was  contrived  to 
lodge  a  valet,  and  to  which  the  avenue  was  dark, 
and  rendered  infupportable  by  the  ftench  of  the 
privies — fuch  was  the  habitation  which  a  duke  and 
peer  of  France  did  not  difdain  to  occupy,  that  he 
might  be  more  at  hand  to  go  creeping  every  morn- 
ing to  their  majellies  levee  ;  this  prelate,  however, 

was 
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was  no  other  than  the  rigid  Beaumont.  For  one  cn- 
tire  week  we  were  conftant  fpeftalors  of  the  public 
and  private  dinners  (les  petit  s  et  grand  cotiverts )  of  all 
the  royal  family,  whether  affembled  in  one  party, 
or  divided  into  feveral,  and  attended  them  at  mafs^ 
in  their  walks,  at  their  card  parties,  and  in  the 
drawing-room. 

The  different  acquaintances  of  Madam  le  Grand 
facilitated  our  admiffion ;  while  Mademoifelle 
d'Hannaches  thruft  herfelf  forward  with  the  greateft 
aflurance  upon  every  occafion,  ready  to  throw  her 
name  in  any  one's  face  who  ftiould  dare  to  oppofe 
her,  paffage,  and  taking  it  for  granted,  that  they 
muft  needs  read  in  her  grotefque  countenance  fix 
hundred  years  of  well-afcertained  nobility.  She 
recollected  two  or  three  of  the  king's  guards,  whofe 
pedigrees  fhe  recited  with  the  greateft  accuracy, 
taking  care  to  prove  herfelf  precifely  the  relation 
of  him  whofe  name  was  the  moft  ancient,  and  who 
appeared  to  me  neverthelefs  to  be  a  very  infignifi- 
cant  perfonage  at  court.  The  handfome  face  of 
a  fpruce  young  clergyman,  like  my  uncle  Bimont, 
and  the  imbecile  hauteur  of  the  ugly  d'Hannaches, 
were  not  wholly  out  of  place  at  Verfailles ;  but  the 
cheeks  of  my  refpecftable  mother,  unplaftered  with 
rouge,  and  the  plainnefs  of  my  apparel,  befpoke  us 
citizens ;  and  if  my  youth  or  my  eyes  drew  forth  a 
word  or  two,  they  were  modulated  with  a  tone  of 
condefcenfion  that  gave  me  little  lefs  offence  than 
the  cornpliments  of  Madam  ^oi&iorel.  Philofor 
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pby,  imagination,  fentiment,  and  calculation,  were 
all  bufy  upon  this  occafion.  I  was  not  infenfible 
to  the  efFed  of  a  great  difplay  of  magnificence,  but 
J  felt  indignant  at  its  being  intended  to  fet  off 
a  few  certain  individuals,  already  too  powerful, 
thoup-li  in  themfelves  defervins;  little  reo;ard.  I 
liked  better  to  look  at  the  ftatues  in  the  gardens 
than  at  the  great  perfonages  in  the  palace  ;  and 
when  my  mother  alked  me  if  I  were  pleafed  with 
my  excurfion,  *  Yes,'  faid  I,  *  if  it  terminate 
fpeedily  :  if  we  ftay  but  a  few  days  longer,  I  fhall 
fo  perfedly  deteft  the  people  I  fee,  that  I  (hall  not 
know  what  to  do  with  my  hatred.* — '  Why,  what 
harm  do  they  do  you?' — ^  They  give  me  the  feel- 
ing of  injuftice,  and  oblige  me  every  moment  to 
contemplate  abfurdity.'  I  fighcd  at  the  recollec- 
tion of  Athens,  where  I  could  have  equally  admired 
the  fine  arts,  without  being  annoyed  with  the  fpec- 
tacle  of  defpotifm.  Fancy  tranfported  me  all  over 
Greece ;  I  aflifted  at  the  Olympic  games,  and  was 
out  of  all  patience  at  being  a  Frenchwoman.  En- 
chanted with  Vsfhat  I  had  feen  in  the  golden  period 
of  the  republic,  I  pafTed  over  the  ftorms  by  which 
it  had  been  agitated :  I  forgot  the  exile  of  Ariftides, 
the  death  of  Socrates,'  and  the  condemnation  of 
Phocion.  I  little  thought  that  heaven  referved  me 
to  be  witnefs  of  errors,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  which 
they  were  the  viftims,  and  to  participate  in  the 
glory  of  the  fame  perfecution,  after  having  pro- 
feffed  the  fame  principles.    Heaven  knows  that 
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the  misfortunes  which  affect  only  myfelf  have  ex- 
torted from  me  neither  fighs  nor  complaints  :  I  only 
feel  thofe  which  afflift  my  country.  At  the  time  of 
the  diflenfion  between  the  court  and  the  parliament 
in  177 1,  my  difpofition  and  opinions  attached  me 
to  the  party  of  the  latter  ?  I  procured  all  their  re- 
monftrances,  and  was  moft  pleafed  with  thofe  which 
contained  the  ftrongeft  things  expreffed  in  the 
boldeft  ftyle.  The  fphere  of  my  ideas  continually 
enlarged.  My  own  happinefs,  and  the  duties  to 
the  performance  of  wliich  it  might  be  attached, 
occupied  my  mind  at  a  very  early  period ;  the  love 
of  knowledge  made  me  afterwards  ftudy  hiftory, 
.and  turn  m-y  thoughts  to  every  thing  about  me  ; 
the  relation  of  our  fpecies  to  the  divinity  fo  vari- 
oufly  reprefented,  caricatured,  and  disfigured,  at- 
tr^afted  my  attention  ;  and  at  length  the  welfare  of  ^ 
man  in  fociety  fixed  it  to  a  determinate  point. 

In  the  midft  of  doubts,  uncertainty,  and  invefti-' 
gation,  relative  to  thefe  important  matters,  I  rea- 
dily concluded,  that  the  unity  of  the  individual,  if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  the  mofl 
entire  harmony  between  his  opinions  and  aftions, 
was  neceffary  to  his  perfonal  happinefs.  Accord* 
ingly,  we  ought  to  examine  well  what  is  right,  and 
when  we  have  found  it,  we  fliould  practife  it  ri- 
goroufly.  There  is  a  kind  of  juftice  due  to  a  man's 
felf,  even  were  he  hving  in  the  world  alone  :  it  is 
incumbent  on  him  fo  to  regulate  all  his  affedions 
gnd  habits,  that  he  may  be  the  Have  of  none.  A 
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feeing  is  govd  in  Itfelf,  when  all  its  {iarts  concur  to 
its  prefervation,  its  maintenance,  or  its  perfedlion  : 
this  is  not  lefs  true  in  the  moral,  than  in  the  phy- 
iical  world,    juftnefs  of  organization,  and  an  equi- 
J)oire  of  humours,  conftitute  health  :  wholelbme  ali- 
ments, and  moderate  exercife,  preferve  it.    The  due 
proportion  of  our  defires,  and  the  harmony  of  the 
pafTions^  form  the  moral  conftitution,  of  which 
vvifdorti  alone  can  fecure  the  excellence  and  dura- 
tion,   its  firfh  principles  originate  in  the  intereft 
of  the  individual ;  and  in  this  refped:  it  may  be 
truly  faid,  that  virtue  is  nothing  more  than  good 
fenfe  applied  to  moral  purpofes.    But  virtue,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  can  only  fpring  from  the  relations 
of  a  being  with  his  fellow-creatures :  a  man  is  pru- 
dent as  far  as  felf  is  concerned^  virtuous  in  regard 
to  other  people.    In  fociety  every  thing  is  relative  : 
there  is  no  independent  happinefs  :  we  are  obliged 
to  facrifice  a  part  of  what  we  might  enjoy,  in  order 
to  run  no  rifk  of  lofing  the  whole,  and  to  keep  a 
portion  out  of  the  reach  of  accident.    Even  here 
the  balance  is  in  favour  of  reafon.    However  la- 
borious may  be  the  life  of  the  honeft,  that  of  the 
vicious  muft  be  ftill  more  fo.    That  man  can  feldom 
be  tranquil,  who  ftands  in  oppofition  to  the  intereft 
of  the  majority  j  it  is  impofiible  for  him  not  to  feel 
that  he  is  furrounded  by  enemies,  or  by  individuals 
about  to  become  fo ;  and  this  fituation  is  always 
painful,  however  flattering  may  be  its  appearances. 
Let  us  add  to  thefe  confiderations  the  fubllme 
VOL.  ir.  PART  III.         H  inftind:. 
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inftindV,   which    corruption    may  rhiilead,  but 
.which   no  fohc  philofophy   can  ever  annihilate  5 
which,  impels  us  to  admire  and  love  wifdom  and 
gencrofity  of  conduce,  as  we  do  grandeur  and  fym- 
nietry  in  nature  and  the  arts — and  we  fliall  have 
the  fource  of  human  virtue  independent  of  every 
religious  fy  ftcm,  of  the  idle  fancies  of  metaphyfics, 
and  of  the  impofture  of  priefts.    As  foon  as  I  had 
-combined  and,  demonftrated  thefe  truths,  ray  heart 
:'cx]:>aindcd  with  joy  j  they  offered  me  a  port  in  the 
fiiorm,  and  I  could  n6w  examine  v/ith  lefs  anxiety 
'the  errors  of  national  -creeds  and  focial  inflitutions-. 
>Can  the  fublime  idea  of  a  divine  Creator,  whofe 
.providence  watches  over  the  world,  the  immate- 
riality of  the  foul,  and  its  in:mortality,  that  con- 
folatory ,  hope ,  of  perfecuted  virtue,    be  nothing, 
more  than  amiable  and  fplendid  chimeras  ?    But  in 
liow  much  obfcurity  are  thefe  difficult  problems 
involved  ?  What  accumulated  objedltons  arife  when 
W'c  wiQi  to  examine  them  with  mathematical  rigour ! 
No ;  it  is  not  given  to  the  human  mind  to  behold 
thefe  truths  in  the  full  day  of  perfed  evidence  :  but 
why  -fliould  the  man  of  fenfibility  repine  at  not 
being  able  to  demonftrate  what  he  feels  to  be 
true  r 

In  the  filence  of  the  clofet,  and  the  drynefs  of 
difcuflion,  I  can  agree  with  the  athei-fl:  or  the  ma- 
terialift,  as  to  the  infolubijity  of  certain  queftions  ^ 
but  when  in  the  country,  and  contemplating  nature, 
my  foul,  full  of  emotion,  foars  aloft  to  the  vivifying 
; ,  principjle 
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f»niiciple  that  animates  them,  to  the  ahiiighty  in- 
tellect that  pervades  them,  and  to  the  goodnefs  that 
makes  the  Icene  lb  delightful  to  my  fenfes.  Now, 
when  immcnfe  walls  feparate  me  from  all  I  love,  and 
when  all  the  evils  of  fociety  fall  upon  us  together? 
as  if  to  punifli  us  for  having  deiired  its  greateft 
bleflings,  I  fee  beyond  the  limits  of  life  the  reward 
of  our  lacrifices. 

How  ?  In  what  nianner  ? — I  carinot  fay  ;  I  only 
feel  that  fo  it  ought  to  be*. 

The  atheift  is  not,  in  my  eyes,  an  evil-minded 
man  :  I  can  live  with  him  as  well,  nay  better  than 
with  the  devotee  ;  for  he  reafons  more  ^  but  he 
wants  a  certain  fenfe  that  I  poffefs,  and  my  mind 
does  not  perfectly  harmonize  with  his  :  he  is  un- 
moved at  the  moft  enchanting  fpedlacle,  and  is 
feeking  for  a  fyllogifm,  while  I  am  offering  up  my 
thankfgivings. 

It  was  not  all  at  once  that  I  fixed  myfclf  in 
this  firm  and  peaceful  feat,  in  which,  enjoying  the 
truths  that  are  demonftrated  to  me,  and  giving 

•  I  writf  this  on  the  4th  of  September,  at  eleven  at  night,  the 
apartment  next  to  me  refounding  with  peals  of  laughter.  The 
adreirts  of  the  Theatre  Frnncnis  were  arreuC'l  yeflcrday,  and 
conducted  to  St.  Pelagic.  To-day  they  were  taken  to  their  own 
apartments,  to  witnefs  the  ceremony  of  the  takiDg  oif  the  Teals, 
and  are  now  returned  to  the  prifon,  where  the  peace-officer  is 
fupping,  and  amiifing  himfelf  in  their  company.  The  repall 
IS  noify  and  frolicfome  ;  I  catch  the  found  of  coarfe  jefls,  while 
foreign  wines  fparkle  in  the  goblet.  The  place,  the  objeL%  the 
perfons,  :.nd  my  occupation,  form  a  contrail  not  a  little  curious. 
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way  without  fcruple  to  feelings  fo  full  of  delight,  t 
am  content  to  remain  ignorant  of  what  cannot  be 
known,  and  give  myfelf  no  difturbance  about  the 
opinions  of  others.  ]  have  here  fet  down  in  a  few 
words  the  refult  of  feveral  yejirs  of  meditation  and 
liudy,  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  have  fometimes 
fliared  in  the  fentiments  of  the  deift,  in  the  atheift's 
incredulity^  and  in  the  fceptic's  indifference.  But 
always  fincere,  becaufe  I  had  no  inducement  to 
change  my  faith  in  order  to  relax  my  morals^  which 
were  fixed  upon  principles  that  no  prejudices  could 
affeft,  I  fometimes  felt  the  agitation  of  doubt, 
but  never  the  torment  of  fear.  I  conformed  to  the 
eilabliflied  worfl:iip,  becaufe  my  age,  my  fex,  and 
my  fituation,  made  it  my  duty  fo  to  do ;  but,  in- 
capable of  deceiving  any  one,  I  ufed  to  fay  to  the 
Abbe  Morel,  *  I  come  to  confeffion  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  my  neighbour,  and  to  preferve  my  mother's 
peace  of  mind  :  but  I  fcarcely  know  of  what  to 
accufe  myfelf  j  I  lead  (o  quiet  a  life,  and  my  defires 
are  fo  moderate,  that  my  confcience  has  nothing 
to  reproach  me  with,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  have 
no  great  merit  in  behaving  with  propriety.  I  am. 
fometimes,  however,  too  much  taken  up  with  tha 
defire  of  pleafing,  and  give  way  to  too  great  vio- 
lence of  temper,  when  any  thing  goes  wrong.  I 
am  alfo  too  fevere  perhaps  in  my  judgment  of 
others ;  and,  without  fuffering  it  to  manifeft  itfelf,  I 
conceive  too  hafty  an  averfion  to  thofe  who  appear 
to  be  ftupid  or  dull  s  but  in  this  I  will  be  careful  to 
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correct  myfelf.  In  the  laft  place,  I  am  too  abfcnt 
and  too  carelefs  while  attending  divine  fervice  ;  for 
I  acknowledge  that  we  ought  to  be  attentive  to 
whatever  we  think  it  requifitc  to  perform,  be  the 
motive  what  it  may.*  The  worthy  prleft,  who  had 
exhaufted  his  library  and  his  rhetoric  to  keep  me  in 
the  path  of  belief,  iiad  the  good  fcnfe  to  be  pleafed 
at  finding  me  fo  reafonable :  he  exhorted  me, 
however,  ta  diftriift  the  fpirit  of  pride ;  reprefented 
to  me  the  advantages  of  religion  in  the  beft  way 
he  was  able  ;  thought  proper  to  give  me  abfolution  ; 
and  was  tolerably  well  fatisfied  with  my  attending 
at  the  holy  table  three  or  four  times  a  year,  out  of 
philofophical  toleration,  fi-nce  it  was  no  longer  the 
work  of  faith.  When  I  went  to  receive  the  divine 
aliment,  I  could  not  help  thinking  on  the  words  of 
Cicero,  who  faid,  that,  to  complete  the  follies  of 
men,  with  refpe6t  to  the  Deity,  it  only  remained 
for  them  to  transform  him  into  food,  aiid  then  to 
eat  him.  My  mother's  devotion  growing  greater 
every  day,  I  became  lefs  able  to  deviate  from  the 
ordinary  praAices  of  religion ;  for  there  was  nothing 
that  I  dreaded  fo  much  as  to  afflift  her.. 

The  Abbe  le  Grand,  my  uncle  Eimont's  fi:iend, 
fometimes  vifited  us.  He  was  a  man  of  gi'eat 
good  fenfe,  who  had  nothing  of  his  profeflion  about 
him  but  his  gown,  in  which  he  felt  himfelf  not  a 
little  awkward.  His  family  had  made  him  a 
prieft,  becaufe  one  out  of  three  fons  muft  neceflarily 
enter  into  holy  orders.    Appointed  chaplain  to  the 
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prince  of  Lamballc,  and  penfioned  after  the  death 
of  his  patron  by  Penthievre,  he  had  fettled  himfelf 
in  a  parifli  merely  that  he  might  have  a  fixed  refi- 
dence,  and  had  chofen  it  near  his  friend,  in  order 
to  enjoy  his  fociety.    Affeded  with  great  weaknefs 
of  fight,  he  became  blind  at  a  very  early  age  ;  and 
this  accident,  by  foftering  his  tafte  for  relledion, 
had  given  him  a  very  meditative  turn.    He  was 
fond  of  chatting  with  me,  and*  often  brought  me 
books,  generally  works  of  philofophy,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  which  he  fpoke  with  great  freedom.  My 
mother  hardly  ever  bearing  a  part  in  the  difcuffion, 
I  was  afraid  of  carrying  things  to  any  great  length  : 
file  did  not,  however,  hinder  me  from  reading,  nor 
did  flip  blame  the  choice  of  my  fubjeds.    A  Gene- 
yefe  watchmaker,  conneded  iq  bufmefs  with  my 
father,  a  worthy  man,  who  always  kept  a  book 
among  his  tools,  and  had  a  tolerable  library,  with 
w4iich  he  wa5  better  acquainted  than  many  great 
lords  are  with  theirs;  offered  me  the  ufe  of  a  treafure 
lb  fuited  to  my  tafte,  and  I  availed  niyfelf  of  his 
kindnefs.    That  kind  M.  More  was  a  man  of  good 
fenfe,  and  could  reafon,  not  only  concerning  his  art, 
but  concerning  morals  and  ppjitics  alio ;  and  though 
he  exprelTed  himfeif  with  a  difficulty  and  tardinefs, 
that  my  patience  found  it  hard  to  fupport,  he  fliared 
with  moft  of  his  countrymen  that  folidity  of  intelled 
which  m.akes  amends  for  a  want  of   the  graces. 
From  him  J  procured  Buffoji,   and  many  other 
works.    I  mention  this  author  by  way  of  referring 
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to  what  I  have  faid  in  a  former  part  of  my  me- 
moirs, of  the  difcretion  with  which  I  read  him. 
Philofophy,  in  calHng  forth  the  energies  of  my  foul, 
and  giving  firmnefs  to  my  mind,  did  not  diminilb 
the  fcruples  of  fentiment,  or  the  fufceptibility  of 
my  imagination,  againft  which  I  had  rcafon  to  be 
fo  much  upon  my  guard.  Natural  philofophy  firft, 
and  then  mathematics,  exercifed  my  activity  for  a 
time.  Nollei,  Reaumur^,  and  Bonnet,  who  indulges  his 
fancy  upon  what  others  defcribe,  amufed  me  ia 
their  turns;  as  did  Manperttds,  who  enters  into 
woeful  lamentations  wd^ie  particularizing  the  plca- 
furcs  of  fnaiis.  At  length  PSvard  infpired  mz 
with  the  defire  of  becoming  a  geometrician.  Gue* 
ring,  a  flone-mafon  and  fui"veyor,  who  with  all  his 
fimplicity  was  a  man  of  great  good  fenfe  and  good 
nature,  coming  one  day  to  talk  with  niy  father, 
found  mc  fo  clofely  ri vetted  to  Rivard's  quarto, 
that  I  did  not  perceive  his  arrival.  He  entered 
into  converfation  with  me,  obferved  that  Clalraut\ 
Elements  would  much  better  anfwer  the  purpofe  I 
had  in  view;  and  the  next  day  brought  mc  the  copy 
he  had  in  his  polfeffion.  I  found  it  to  contain  a  firi)^ 
pie  redu6lion  of  the  firfl  principles  of  the  fcience'^ 
and  recollecling  at  once  that  the  work  might  bp 
ufeful  to  me,  and  that  1  could  not  with  decency  de- 
tain it  from  the  proprietor  fo  long  as  I  fl:iould  like 
to  keep  it,  I  came  to  a  refolution  to  copy  it, ^ from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  including  fix  plates  oSljlia- 
grams.    I  cannot  help  laughing  at  this  operation 

H  4  when- 


(    I20  ) 

whenever  it  recurs  to  my  mind  3  any  body  but  my- 
felf  would  have  determined  to  buy  the  book,  but 
the  thought  never  came  into  my  head,  while  the 
idea  of  copying  it  occurred  as  naturally  as  that  of 
pricking  a  pattern  for  a  ruffle,  and  was  almoft  as 
foon  effedted  for  the  work  was  but  a  fmall  odavo. 
This  curious  manufcript  is  ftill,  I  believe,  among 
my  papers.  I  was  amufed  with  geometry  as  long 
^s  there  was  no  need  of  algebra,  with  the  drynefs  of 
which  I  was  difgufled  as  foon  as  I  had  got  through 
fimple  equations,  I  accordingly  gave  to  the  winds 
the  multiplicity  of  fradlions,  and  thought  it  better 
to  feafi:  upon  a  good  poem,  than  to  ftarve  myfelf 
with  rooU,  In  vain,  fome  years  after,  did  M.  Ro- 
land, while  paying  his  addreffes,  endeavour  to  recal 
my  former  tafte  ^  we  made,  indeed  a  great  many 
figures ;  but  the  fcience  of  reafoning  by  X  and  Y 
was  never  fufficiently  attraftive  to  obtain  much  of 
my  at  ten  ton. 


SepL  5.  I  cut  the  Jheet  to  inclofe  mhat  I  have 
written  in  the  little  box  ;  for  when  I  fee  a  revolutionary 
army  decreed^  new  trikmals  formed  for  fJieddiyig  inno- 
cent bloody  famine  impending^  and  the  tyrants  at  hay^ 
I  augur  that  they  muft  have  new  viBims^  and  conclude 
thq^io  one  is  fure  of  living  another  day^ 
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My  correfpondcnce  with  Sophia  was  ftill  one  of 
my  greateft  pleafures,  the  bonds  of  our  fricnd- 
fliip  having  been  drawn  clofer  by  feveral  journies 
which  fhe  had  made  to  Paris.     My  fufceptible 
heart  (lood  in  need,  I  will  not  fay  of  a  chimera, 
but  of  a  principal  objedl  for  its  affedions,  efpecially 
for  confidence  and  communication.  Friendrhip 
offered  them,  and  I  cultivated  it  with  delight. 
The  footing  I  lived  upon  with  my  mother,  agree- 
able as  it  was,  would  not  have  fupplied  the  place  of 
this  affeftion  ;  it  had  too  much  of  the  gravity  re- 
fulting  from  refpect  on  the  one  part,  and  of  autho- 
rity on  the  other.    My  mother  might  know  every 
thing  ;  I  had  nothing  to  conceal  from  her  ;  but  I 
could  not  tell  her  every  thing :  to  a  parent  we  may 
addrefs  confeffions  j  but  it  is  to  an  equal  alone 
that  we  entruft  the  fecrets  of  the  heart. 

Accordingly,  without  afking  to  read  the  letters 
I  wrote  to  Sophia,  my  mother  was  defirous  that 
I  fliould  l?t  her  fee  them  ;  and  our  arrangement 
in  this  refpecl   had   fomething  whimfical  in  it. 
We  had  underftood  one  another  without  a  word 
pn  the  fubjed.    When  I  heard  from  my  friend, 
which  I  did  regularly  every  week,  T  read  to  her  a 
few  fentences  of  the  letter,  but  did  not  communi- 
cate the  whole.    When  I  had  written  an  anfwer, 
I  left  it  for  a  day,  made  up  and  direded,  upon  my 
table,   but   unfealed  ;   my  mother  fcarcely  ever 
failed  to  run  it  over,  though  feldom  in  my  pre- 
fence,  or  it' it  fo  happened,  I  always  found  fome 
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pretence  for  retiring.  Whether  flie  law  it  or  not, 
the  period  fuppofed  necelFary  for  her  doing  lb 
t»eing  elapfed,  I  fealed  my  letter,  but  not  always 
without  adding  a  poftfcript.  It  never  happened  to 
her  to  make  any  mention  of  what  fhe  had  read ; 
but  I  did  not  fail  to  inform  her  by  this  means 
of  all  that  I  wiflied  her  to  know  of  my  difpohtion, 
my  tafte,  and  my  opinions and  I  fet  them  forth 
with  a  freedom  which  I  fhould  not  have  dared 
to  take  with  her  in  perfon.  My  franknefs  had  its 
full  fcope,  for  I  felt  that  I  had  a  right  to  exercife 
it  without  any  one*s  having  a  right  to  take  it  amifs, 
1  have  often  thought  lince,  that,  had  I  been  in  my 
mother's  place,  I  fhould  have  wifhed  to  become 
my  daughter's  friend  in  the  fulkfh  fenfe  of  the 
word  ;  and  if  I  have  any  regret  at  prefent,  it  is 
that  mJn^  is  not  what  I  was  at  that  time:  we 
lliould  then  be  eornpan'ons,  and  I  fliould  be  happy. 
But  my  mother,  though  her  heart  was  excellent, 
had  f^mething  cold  in  her  manner :  Ihe  had 
more  pi^udence  than  fenfibility,  and  was  rather 
referved  than  affedionate.  Perhaps  too,  perceive 
ing  an  ardour  in  me  that  would  have  hurried  me  to 
greater  lengths  than  herfelf,  fhe  fo  conduced  her- 
felf,  as  to  let  me  go  on  without  reftraint,  but 
without  familiarity.  She  was  fparing  of  careffes, 
although  her  eyes  beamed  with  tendernefs  and  love, 
and  were  generally  fixed  upon  me.  I  was  fenfible 
of  the  kindnefs  of  her  heart,  and  my  own  returned 
the  vibrations  of  alfedion  ;  but  the  referve  th^tt 
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hung  about  her,  called  forth  a  c'-rcumfpeAIon  on  my 
part,  from  which  I  fliould  otherwife  have  been  free. 
Any  one  would  have  fuppofed  that  the  diftance 
between  us  had  increafed  when  I  was  no  longer  a 
child.    There  was  a  dignity  about  my  mother,  of 
a  gentle  kind  it  is  true,  but  it  was  dignity  liill. 
The  tranfports  of  my  ardent  foul  were  repreflcd 
by  it,  and  I  only  knew  the  full  extent  of  my  attach- 
ment to  her,  by  the  defpair  and  delirium  that  i  fell 
into  at  her  death.    My  days  pafied  away  in  delight- 
ful tranquillity.    I  fpent  the  greater  part  infolitary 
fludies,  tranfported  by  my  imagination  to  the  re- 
mote ages  of  antiquity,  of  which  1  reviewed  the 
hiftory  and  the  arts,  and  examined  the  precepts 
and  opinions.  Mafs  in  the  morning,  a  few  hours 
that  we  fpent  in  reading  together,  our  repafts  and 
our  vifits,  made  up  the  only  pprtion  of  time  that  I 
palfed  in  my  mother's  company.  We  went  abroad 
but  feldom,  and  when  vifitors  came  who  were  not 
to  my  liking,  I  contrived  to  remain  in  my  clofet, 
which  my  mother  was  too  kind  to  oblige  me  to 
quit.    Sundays  and  holidays  were  devoted  to  our 
walks  :  fometimes  we  extended  them  to  a  confider- 
able  diftance,  and  at  laft  got  into  the  habit  qf 
doing  fo,  in  confequence  of  the  preference  1  gave  to 
the  country  over  the  formal  gardens  of  the  metro- 
polis.   I  was,  however,  by  no  means  infenfible  to 
the  pleafure  of  appearing  occafionally  in  the  public 
walks.    They  afforded,  at  that  period,  a  very  bril- 
liant fpectacle,  in  which  the  youth  of  both  fexes 
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always  had  an  agreeable  part  to  play.  Perfonal 
graces  conftantly  obtained  there  the  homage  of  ad- 
miration, which  modefty  cannot  but  perceive,  and 
of  which  the-  heart  of  a  young  girl  is  always  co- 
vetous. But  it  did  not  fatisfy  mine  :  I  expe- 
rienced after  thefe  walks,  daring  which  my  vanity, 
powerfully  excited,  was  upon  the  watch  for  what- 
ever could  fliew  me  off  to  advantage,  and  prove  to 
me  that  I  had  not  loft  my  time,  an  infupportable 
vacuity,  an  uneafinefs  and  difguft,  which  made  the 
pleafures  of  vanity  too  dear  a  purchafe.  Accuftomed 
to  refleiV,  and  to  render  an  account  of  my  fenfa- 
tions  to  myfelf,  I  made  a  ftridl  inquiry  into  the 
caufe  of  this  inquietude,  and  found  fufficient  room 
toexercife  my  philofophy. 

^  Is  it  then,*  faid  I  to  myfelf,  ^  to  pleafe  the  eye, 
like  the  flowers  of  a  parterre,  and  to  receive  a  few 
evanefcent  praifes,  that  perfons  of  my  fex  are 
brought  up  in  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  enriched 
with  talents  ?  What  means  this  intenfe  defire  of 
pleafure  which  preys  upon  me,  and  which  does  not 
make  me  happy,  even  when  it  fluould  feem  that 
it  ought  to  be  moft  gratified  ?  What  are  to  me  the 
admiring  eyes,  and  foftly  murmured  compliments,  of 
a  crowd,  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge,  and  which 
iscompofedof  perfons,  whom,  did  I  know  them, 
I  fhould  probably  defpife  ?  Did  1  come  into  the 
world  to  wafte  my  exiftence  in  frivolous  cares  and 
tumultuous  fenfations  ? — No  :  I  have  doubtlefs  a 
nobler  deftination  !  The  admiration  which  I  fo 
4  .  ardently 
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arcJently  feel  for  whatever  is  virtuous,  wife,  ex- 
alted, and  generous,  tells  me  that  1  am  called  to 
pra6lile  thefe  things.  The  fublime  and  rapturous 
duties  of  a  wife  and  a  mother  will  on  fome  future 
day  be  mine  ;  it  is  in  rendering  myfelf  capable  of 
fulfilling  them,  that  my  early  years  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed j  I  ought  to  ftudy  their  importance,  and  to 
learn,  by  keeping  my  own  inclinations  within 
boundsj  how  to  diredl  hereafter  thofe  of  my  chil- 
dren ;  by  the  habit  of  governing  my  pafiions,  and 
by  the  care  of  cultivating  my  mind,  I  ought  to 
fecure  to  myfelf  the  means  of  giving  happinefs  to 
the  moft  delightful  of  focieties,  of  providing  a 
never-failing  fource  of  felicity  for  the  man  who  fliall 
deferve  my  heart,  and  of  communicating  to  all 
about  us,  a  portion  of  the  blifs  with  which  I  fliall 
crown  his  wiflies,  and  which  ought  to  be  the  entire 
work  of  my  own  hands/ 

Such  were  the  thoughts  that  agitated  my  bofoiti^ 
Overcome  with  emotion,  I  flied  a  flood  of  tears, 
while  my  heart  exalted  itfelf  to  that  fupreme  in- 
telligence, that  firfl:  caufe,  that  gracious  providence, 
that  principle  of  thought  and  of  fentiment,  which 
it  felt  thenecefTity  of  believing  and  acknowledging^ 
*  O  thou  who  haft  placed  me  on  the  earth,  enable 
me  to  fulfil  my  deftination  in  the  manner  moft 
conformable  to  thy  divine  will,  and  moft  beneficial 
to  the  welfare  of  my  fellow-creatures.' 

This  unalfeded  prayer,  as  fimple  as  the  heart 
that  diftated  it,  is  become  my  only  one  i  never  have 
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the  doubts  of  philofopby,  nor  any  fpecies  of  diffi- 
pation,  been  able  to  dry  up  its  fource.  In  the 
midfh  of  the  tumult  of  the  world,  and  in  the  depth 
of  a  dungeon,  I  have  pronounced  it  with  equal 
fervour.  I  pronounced  it  with  tranfport  in  the 
moft  brilliant  circumftances  of  my  life  ;  I  repeat  it 
in  fetters  with  refignation ;  anxious  in  the  former 
to  guard  againft  every  affedlion  unworthy  of  my 
lituation ;  careful  in  the  latter  to  preferve  the  ne- 
ceflary  fortitude  for  fupporting  me  in  the  trials  to 
which  I  am  expofed  ;  perfuaded  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  things,  there  are  events  which  human  wifdom 
cannot  prevent ;  and  convinced  that  the  mofh  ca- 
lamitous ones  cannot  overpower  a  firm  mind  v  and 
that  peace  at  home,  and  fubmiflion  to  neceffity, 
are  the  elements  of  happinefs,  and  conftitute  the 
true/mdependcnce  of  the  fage  and  of  the  hero. 

The  country  prefented  objects  more  anr;.logous 
to  my  habits  of  meditation,  to  my  ferious,  tender, 
and  penfive  difpolition,-  fortified  by  reflection  and 
thedcvelopement  of  a  feeling  heart.  We  often  w^ent 
to  Meudon  :  it  was  my  favourite  walk.  I  preferred 
its  wild  woods,  its  folitary  ponds,  its  avenues  of 
pines,  and  its  towering  trees,  to  the  frequented 
paths  and  uniform  coppices  of  the  Bois  de  Boulogne^ 
to  the  ornamented  gardens  of  Belle-vue,  or  the 
dipt  and  right-lined  villas  of  St.  Cloud. — *  Where 
ihall  we  go  to-morrow,  if  the  weather  be  fine  r* 
faid  my  father  on  the  Saturday  evenings  dur- 
ing fummer — He  then  looked  at  me  with  a  fmile — 
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^  fliall  we  go  to  wSt.  Cloud  ?  The  water- works  are 
to  play  :  there  will  be  a  world  of  company.' — '  All 
papa  !  if  you  would  go  to  Meudon  I  Ihould  be 
much  better  pleafed.'    By  five  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  every  body  was  ftirring;  a  light,  neat, 
and  fimple  drefs,  a  few  flowers^  and  a  gauze  veil^ 
announced  the  projedl  of  the  day.    The  odes  of 
Roufleau,  a  volume  of  Corneille,  or  of  fome  othef 
author,  were  the  only  baggage  I  took  with  me.  W6 
iet  off  all  three,  and  embarked  at  the  Pont-royal, 
wliich  I  could  fee  from  my  window,  on  board  of 
a  little  boat,  that,  in  the  filence  of  a  fmooth  and 
rapid  navigation,  conduced  us  to  the  fhorcs  of 
Belle-vue,  not  far  from  the  glafs-houfe,  of  which 
the  black  column  of  fmoke  is  vifible  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance.    Thence  by  a  fteep  afcent  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  avenue  of  Meudon,  about  the  middle 
of  which  flood  a  little  cottage  on  the  right,  that  be- 
came one  of  our  refling-places.    It  was  the  abode 
of  a  milk^woman,  a  widow,  who  lived  there,  having 
two  cows   and  fome  poultry.     As  it  was  ad- 
viieable  to  make  the  moft  of  day-light  for  our 
excurlion,  it  was  agreed  iti  fbduld  ferve  us  as  a 
halting-place  on  our  return,  and  that  the  good 
woman  fhould  furniQi:  us  with  a  bowl  of  milk 
from  the  cow.    That  Vv^as  fo  regular  a  thing,  that 
in  walking  up  the  avenue  we  never  failed  to  call  at 
the  milk-woman's  to  tell  her  we  (hould  be  with  her 
in  the  evening  or  the  next  morning,  and  not 
to  forget  the  bowl  of  milk.    The  good  woman  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  us  with  much  kiridnefs ;  and  our  repaft, 
feafoned  with  a  httle  brown  bread  and  a  great  deal 
of  good  humour,  had  the  appearance  of  a  little 
feaft,  of  which  fome  memorial  was  fure  to  remain 
in  the  milk-woman's  pocket.  We  took  our  dinner 
at  the  lodge  of  one  of  the  porters  belonging  to 
the  park :  but  the  defire  1  had  of  ftriking  into  a 
fohtary  path,  led  us  to  the  difcovery  of  a  retreat 
very  much  to  my  tafte.  One  day,  after  having 
wandered  a  long  time  in  an  unfrequented  part  of 
the  wood,  we  came  to  an  open  and  folitary  fpot,  at 
the  end  of  an  avenue  of  lofty  trees,  under  which  a 
paflenger  was  feldom  feen.  A  few  other  trees 
fcattered  over  a  charming  lawn^  ferved  to  mafk  a 
neat  little  cottage  two  ftories  high^  *  Ah  !  what 
have  we  here  ?*— -Two  fine  children  were  playing  be- 
fore the  door,  which  was  ftanding  wide  open.  They 
had  neither  the  appearance  of  children  of  the  town^, 
iior  thofe  enfigns  of  wretchednefs  fo  common  in  the 
country.  We  drew  near  )  and  perceived  upon  the 
left  a  kitchen  garden,  where  an  old  man  was  at 
work.  To  walk  in,  and  enter  into  converfation 
with  him^  was  the  bufinefs  of  a  moment.  We 
learned  that  the  name  of  the  place  was  Ville-bonne  $ 
that  its  inhabitant  was  the  water-bailiff  of  the 
Moulin  Rougey  whofe  office  it  was  to  fee  that  the 
canals  conveying  water  to  different  parts  of  the 
park  were  kept  in  repair ;  that  the  flender  falary  of 
that  place  helped  to  fupport  a  young  couple,  the 
parents  of  the  children  whom  we  had  feen,  and  of 
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whom  the  old  man  was  the  grandfather ;  and  tliat 
the  wife  employed  herfelf  in  the  cares  of  the  houfe- 
hold,  while  he  cultivated  the  garden,  the  produce 
of  which,  the  fon  carried  to  town  to  fell  at  his 
leifure.  The  garden  was  a  long  fquare,  divided 
into  four  parts,  round  each  of  wliich  was  a  walk 
of  fufficient  width;  in  the  centre  a  bafon  of  water, 
which  facilitated  the  bufinefs  of  watering ;  and 
at  the  farther  end  an  arbour  of  yews  inclofing 
a  ftone  bench,  affording  at  once  both  fhelter  and 
repofe.  Flowers  interfperfed  among  the  culinary- 
herbs  gave  the  garden  a  gay  and  agreeable  ap- 
pearance ;  while  the  robuft  and  contented  gardener, 
who  converfcd  with  equal  good  humour  and  good 
fenfe,  reminded  me  of  the  old  man  of  the  banks  of 
the  Galefus,  whom  Virgil  has  fung.  A  tafte  for 
limplicity  would  alone  have  made  fuch  an  encoun- 
ter agreeable ;  but  my  fancy  did  not  fail  to  inveft  it 
with  a  thoufand  imaginary  charms.  We  afked 
whether  they  were  in  the  habit  of  affording  enter- 
tainment to  ftrangers  ? — '  Very  few  come  here,' 
faid  the  old  man ;  '  the  place  is  little  known ;  but 
when  they  do  we  willingly  fcrve  up  to  them  the 
produce  of  our  farm-yard  and  our  garden.'  We 
begged  to  have  fomething  for  dinner,  and  were 
furnilhed  with  new-laid  eggs,  vegetables,  and  a 
falad,  in  a  delightful  arbour  of  honeyfuckle  be- 
hind the  houfe.  1  never  made  fo  aiireeable  a 
repaft  :  my  heart  dilated  in  contemplating  the 
tranquillity  and  innocence  of  fo  charming  a  fitua- 
voL.  II.  PART  III.  I  tion. 
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tion.    I  fondled  the  little  children,  and  exprefled 
great  veneration  for  the  old  man.    The  young 
woman  fecmed  delighted  at  having  us  in  the  houfe. 
We  were  told  that  they  had  two  rooms  which  they 
fliould  have  no  objeftion  to  let  to  any  body  that  would 
take  them  for  three  months,  and  we  had  feme  idea  of 
taking  them.    But  that  agreeable  projed  was  never 
realized  ;  nor  have  I  ever  been  at  Vilie-bonne  fince*  ; 
for  Meudon  had  been  our  place  of  refort  long  before 
we  made  that  difcovery,  and  we  had  fixed  upon  a 
little  inn  in  the  village  for  our  lodging  whenever 
two  holydays  coming  together  permitted  us  to  pro- 
long our  abfence.    It  was  at  that  inn,  the  fign  of 
which  I  think  was  the  Queen  of  France,  we  met 
with  a  laughable  adventure.    We  were  put  into  a 
room  with  two  beds,  in  the  largeR  of  which  I  flept 
with  my  mother ;  the  other  in  a  corner  ferved  for 
my  father  alone.    One  night,  juft  after  he  had  got 
into  bed,  the  fancy  took  him  of  drawing  his  curtains 
perfectly  clofe,  and  he  pulled  them  fo  ftrongly 
that  the  tefter  fell  upon  him  and  covered  him 
up  completely.    After  a  moment  of  alarm,  we  all 
began  to  laugh  very  heartily  at  the  accident  :  the 
tefter  having  fallen  exadlly  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
inclofe  my  father  without  hurting  him.    We  call* 
ed  for  affiftance  to  fet  him  at  liberty;  the  good 
woman  of  the  houfe  came ;  was  aftonifhed  to  fee  * 
her  bed  decapitated  ;  and  exclaimed,  with  the  ut- 

moft 

•  There  is  fome  inaccuracy  here,  as  a  fecond  vifit  to  Ville^bonnc 
ifi  mentioned  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  narrative. 
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mod  fimplicity,  '  My  God  !  how  could  this  happen  ? 
it  is  feventeen  years  fince  the  bed  was  put  up ;  and 
in  all  that  time  it  has  never  budged  an  inch.'  The 
logic  of  the  hoftefs  made  me  laugh  more  than  the 
fall  of  the  teller.  I  often  found  an  occafion  to  ap- 
ply it,  or  rather  to  compare  it  with  the  arguments 
I  heard  in  company  and  ufed  to  fay  to  my  mother 
in  a  whifper,  This  is  quite  as  good  as  the  feventeen 
years  to  prove  that  the  bed  ought  not  to  have  given 
way. 

Delightful  Meudon  !  how  often  beneath  thy  re- 
frefhing  lhade  have  I  blefTed  the  great  Author  of  my 
exiftence,  defiring  what  might  at  fome  future  time 
render  it  complete ;  but  it  was  that  charming  fenti- 
ment  of  defire  without  impatience,  which  only  ferves 
to  gild  the  clouds  of  futurity  with  the  rays  of  hope. 
How  often  in  thy  cool  retreats  have  I  gathered  the 
variegated  fern,  and  the  brilliant  flowers  of  the 
orchis  !  How  did  I  love  to  rell:  myfelf  under  the 
lofty  trees  bordering  the  glades,  through  which  I  ufed 
to  fee  the  fwift  and  timorous  doe  go  bounding  along  ! 
1  recollecl  the  more y^wi'rf  fpots,  whither  we  retired 
during  the  heat  of  the  day.  There,  while  my 
father,  ftretched  upon  the  greenfward,  and  my  mo- 
ther, foftly  reclined  on  a  heap  of  leaves  which  I 
had  colleded  for  the  purpofe,  enjoyed  their  after- 
noon's nap,  did  I  contemplate  the  majefty  of  thy 
filent  groves,  admire  the  beauty  of  nature,  and 
adore  the  Providence  whofe  benefits  I  felt  !  The 
glow  of  fentiment  heightened  the  colour  of  my 
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humid  cheeks,  and  my  heart  enjoyed  all  the  delight 
of  the  terreflrial  paradife.  An  account  of  my  ex- 
curfions,  and.pf  the  pleafure  they  afforded  me,  found 
its  way  into  my  correfpondence  with  Sophia: 
fometimes  my  profe  was  intermingled  with  verfe, 
the  irregular,  but  eafy,  and  fometimes  happy  effu- 
fions  of  a  mind  to  which  all  was  picture,  life,  and 
felicity. 

Sophia,  as  T  have  already  obferved,  found  her- 
felf  thrown  into  a  fociety,  where  flie  had  none  of 
the  comforts  which  The  knew  me  to  enjoy  in  my 
folitude.  I  was  acquainted  with  feveral  of  her  fa- 
mily, and  learned  from  their  company  to  rate  my 
retirement  at  a  higher  price. 

In  her  journies  to  Paris  with  her  mother  flie 
ufed  to  alight  at  the  houfe  of  two  coufins,  whofe 
names  were  De  Lamotte.  They  were  old  maidens, 
one  of  whom,  a  four  devotee,  never  ftirred  from 
her  chamber,  where  fbe  faid  her  prayers,  fcolded 
the  fervants,  knitted  ftockings,  and  reafoned  Vv^ith 
tolerable  acutenefs  about  her  perfonal  interefts : 
the  other,  a  good  fort  of  woman,  fat  in  the  parlour, 
did  the  honours  of  the  houfe,  read  the  pfalms, 
and  took  a  hand  of  cards.  Both  of  them  were 
very  proud  of  their  noble  birth,  and  could  fcarcely 
conceive  it  poffible  to  keep  company  with  perfons 
whofe  father  at  leaft  had  not  been  ennobled  j 
and,  without  daring  to  wear  it,  carefully  preferved 
the  Jack  of  which  their  mother  had  had  the  train 
borne  after  her  to  church,  as  a  mark  of  family 
5  con- 
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confequcnce.  They  had  taken  under  their  care  a 
3^oung  woman,  their  relation,  whofe  flender  fortune 
they  purpofed  augmenting,  provided  (he  could  find 
a  gentleman  to  marry  her.  The  young  woman^ 
Madcmoifelle  d'Hamard^  was  a  tall,  lufly  brunette, 
of  a  ruddy  complexion,  and  enjoying  a  (late  of 
health  fo  vigorous  aS  aimoft  to  alarm,  whofe 
rufticity  of  Appearance  ill  concealed  a  petulant 
temper  and  a  narrow  mind.  But  the  mofb  curious 
piece  of  houfehold  goods  was  counfellor  PerdUy 
a  widower,  who  had  confumed  his  eftate  in  do- 
ing nothing,  and  who  had  been  put  to  board  with 
his  coufms  by  his  fiiler  (my  Sophia's  mother),  that 
he  might  pafs  the  laft  years  of  his  worthlefs  exifl- 
ence  in  a  decent  way.  Mr.  Perdu,  who  was  won- 
derfully plump  and  fleek,  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  the  morning  to  the  care  of  his  perfon,  dined 
with  an  excellent  appetite  while  curling  the  difheij 
and  paffcd  in  difTertations  at  the  Luxemburg*, 
feveral  hours  of  every  day,  which  was  fure  to  clofe 
ivith  a  game  of  piquet.  He  was  ftill  prouder  of 
his  gentiUty  than  his  old  coufins,  and  piqued  him- 
fclf  upon  having  all  the  airs  and  principles  of  a 
man  of  noble  birth.  When  fpeaking  to  Sophia  of 
her  uncle,  I  always  called  him  the  tommandant^  (b 
flrongly  did  he  refemble  the  commandant  in  Cre- 
billon*s  Pere  de  Famille,  The  commandant  then  al- 
ways alTumed  a  great  air  of  fuperiority  with  his 
nieces,  affecting  to  temper  it  with  the  condcfcen- 
*  A  public  garden  at  Paris. — Tran/, 
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fions  of  politenefs  but  there  was  fomething  whim- 
fical  in  his  behaviour  to  Mademoifelle  d'  Hangard, 
whofe  frefli  complexion  and  continual  prefence,  in- 
flaming his  imagination,  infpired  him  with  fenfa- 
tions  which  he  dared  not  betray,  and  which  fome- 
timesput  him  out  of  humour  with  his  nephew. 

The  nephew,  who  took  the  name  of  Selincoiir  *, 
was  a  tall  young  man,  with  a  gentle  look  and -a  foft 
voice,  notunlike  his  fifter  Sophia,  fenfible  in  his  con- 
verfation,  and  agreeable  in  his  manners,  to  which 
a  fort  of  bafhfulnefs  was  no  difad vantage ;  fuch  at 
leaft  was  my  opinion,  even  when  it  became  more 
than  ufually  perceptible  in  his  intercourfe  with 
me.  Probabilities,  and  the  wifhes  of  the  family, 
appeared  to  point  him  out  as  a  proper  fuitor  for 
Mademoifelle  d*  Hangard. 

As  to  Mefdemoifelles  Lamotte's  fociety,  it  was 
compofed  of  a  Count  d'  EJfales,  created  a  Chevalier ' 
of  St.  Louis  in  Canada,  where  he  had  married  the 
governor's  daughter ;  taking  care  to  keep  at  a 
refpedful  diftance  from  great  guns,  ignorant,  over- 
bearing, and  garrulous,  he  came  to  play  a  party 
of  piquet  with  the  marchionefs  de  Cailiavelle^  an 
antiquated  dowager,  with  whom  he  had  more  than 
one  game  going  on,  which  the  good  old  damfels 
.  did  not  perceive.  Madam  Bernier,  a  rigid  Jan- 
fenift,  but  otherwife  a  fenfible  woman,  whofe  huf- 

*  In  France  it  is  cv.ftomary  for  the  fons  to  alTiime  the  names 
-  of  the  different  efiates,  and  lonietimes  fuch  as  are  merely  didated- 
by  fancy.— 
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band  had  quitted  the  parhament  of  Brittany  after 
the  affair  of  la  Chalotais,  ufed  to  come  aUb,  but  lefs 
frequently,  with  her  two  daughters,  the  one  a 
fcholar,  the  other  a  devotee.    The  tender  heart  of 
the  latter  would  have  gained  my  affcdtion  j  but  her 
wry  neck  fupported  with  difficulty  a  head  fo  cram- 
med with  religion,  that  there  was  no  room  for  any 
thing  hke  reafon.    The  fcholar,  with  rather  too 
much  loquacity,  was  poffefled  of  judgment  and 
tafte  enough  juft  to  render  a  repulfive  figure  fup- 
portable*    But  M,  de  Vouglam  foared  above  them 
all.   A  delineation  of  his  character  would  be  fuper- 
fluous  to  thofe  who  have  read  the  book  entitled 
ReafoHS  for  my  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrifi,  by  a  MagiJlratCy 
and  his  Colle5lion  of  Penal  Laws,  an  elaborate  com- 
pilation, in  which  equal  induilry,  fanaticifm,  and 
atrocity  were  difplayed.    I  never  met  with  a  man 
by  whofe  fanguinary  intolerance  I  was  fo  much 
Ihocked.    He  took  particular  pleafure  in  converf- 
ing  with  father  Romain  Joly,  a  little  old  monk, 
Mefdemoifelle   Lamotte's  confeflbr,   who  made 
verfes  againft  Voltaire,  in  which  he  compared  him 
to  the  devil,  and  who  was  for  ever  quoting  in  the 
pulpit  the  Capitularies  of  Charlemagne,  and  the 
edids  of  our  monarchs.    I  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  dine  with  him  at  rhe  table  of  the  La- 
mottes,  to  hear  him  preach  at  my  own  parifli 
church,  and  to  read  his  Phaeton-,  and  he  woiild  af- 
.  ford  me  an  excellent  caricature,  if  I  had  courao^e 
enough  to  Hiake  folly,  hypocrify,  and  the  molt 
puerile  learning,  out  of  his  gown*    Sophia's  friend 
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made  a  curious  figure  in  this  fociety,  of  which  the 
members  lamented  when  her  back  was  turned,  that 
fo  well  difpofed  a  young  woman  was  not  of  noble 
birth.  I  do  not  even  doubt  but  that  the  command- 
ant had,  in  his  great  wifdom,  deliberated  whether 
fuch  a  connexion  were  proper  (or  his  niece.  But 
t//e  young  woman  was  well  bred,  and  behaved  with 
a  decorum  which  the  old  maids  highly  approved  ; 
and  unlefs  when  expreffions  efcaped  her,  which 
favoured  of  why  and  which  he  was  fure  to  animad- 
vert upon  to  his  nieces,  the  commandant  himfelf 
could  not  altogether  withhold  his  praife.  He 
would  even  take  charge  of  Sophia's  letters,  and 
bring  them  to  my  mother's  j  a  thing  that  Selin-- 
cour  would  have  done  more  readily,  if  his  fifter 
had  coniented  to  entruft  them  to  his  care. 

The  infignificance  and  oddities  of  thefe  perfon- 
ages,  to  whom,  no  doubt,  many  people  of  the  great 
world  bore  a  refemblance,  made  me  reflect  on  the 
inanity  of  faPnionable  circles,  and  the  advantage  of 
not  being  obliged  to  frequent  them.  Sophia  enu-* 
merated  ail  the  perfons  with  whom  the  aifociated  at 
Amiens,  and  gave  me  a  ilcetch  of  their  charaderSj 
which  enabled  me  to  judge  of  the  infignificance  of 
moft  of  them  ;  fo  that  v^hen  the  balance  was  ftruck, 
it  appeared  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  had  fcen  in 
my  folitude  more  people  of  merit,  than  (he  had  per- 
ceived in  her  round  of  routs  and  alfemblies.  This  may 
eafily  be  conceived,  when  it  is  remembered  that  my 
father's  bufinefs  conneCled  him  with  none  but 
artifts,  many  of  whom  came  occafionally  to  the 
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houfe,  though  none  were  regular  vifitors.  Thofc  who 
inhabit  the  capital,  even  if  not  of  the  firft:  rank, 
acquire  a  fund  of  information,  and  a  kind  of  urbanity, 
which  moil  afluredly  is  neither  to  be  found  among 
the  Httle  provincial  gentry,  nor  among  mercantile 
people  in  hafte  to  make  a  fortune  that  may  ferve  a« 
the  means  of  ennobling  their  family.  The  conver- 
fation  of  the  worthy  Jcllahi,  a  painter  of  the  aca- 
demy, of  the  honeft  rEpine,  a  pupil  of  Pigal,  of 
Defmarteau^  who  profefled  the  fame  art  as  my 
father,  of  Falconet's  fon,  of  d'Hauterne^  whom  his 
talents  would  have  borne  on  rapid  wings  to  the 
academy,  if  his  quality  of  Proteftant  had  not  been 
an  exclufion,  and  of  the  Genevefe  watch-makers 
Ballaxjerd  and  More^Xkit  former  of  whom  has  written 
upon  Phyfical  Education,  was  certainly  far  pre* 
ferable  to  that  of  the  opulent  Cannet^  who  upon  fee- 
ing the  fuccefs  of  a  tragedy  written  by  his  kinfman 
Belloy,  and  calculating  the  profits,  exclaimed  in 
fober  fadnefs,  '  Why  did  not  my  father  teach  me  to 
compofe  tragedies  ?  I  could  have  worked  upon  them 
on  Sundays  and  holydays/ — And  yet  thefe  wealthy 
blockheads,  thefe  pitiful  poffeffors  of  purchafed 
nobinty,  thefe  impertinent  foldlers  like  d'Eflales, 
and  thefe  wretched  magiftrates  like  Vouglans,  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  the  props  of  civil  fociety,  and 
actually  enjoyed  privileges  which  merit  could  not 
obtain.  I  compared  thefe  abfurdities  of  human  arro- 
gance with  the  pictures  of  Pope,  tracing  its  cffeds 
in  the  fatisfadlon  of  the  artifan,  who  is  as  proud  of 
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his  leather  apron  as  the  king  of  his  crown.  I  en- 
deavoured to  think  with  him  that  every  thing  was 
right;  but  my  pride  told  me  that  things  were 
ordered  better  in  a  repubUc. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  fituation  in  Hfe  has  a 
Gonfiderable  influence  on  our  cliaradlers  and  opi- 
nions :  but,  in  the  education  I  received,  in  the  ideas 
I  acquired,  whether  by  fludy  or  by  obfervation  of  the 
world,  every  thing  may  be  faid  to  have  concurred 
in  infpiring  me  with  republican  enthufiafm,  by 
making  me  perceive  the  folly,  or  feel  the  injuftice^ 
of  a  multitude  of  privileges  and  diftinftions. 
Accordingly,  in  all  my  readings,  I  took  the  fide  of 
the  champions  of  equality ;  I  was  Agis  and  Cleo- 
menes  at  Sparta ;  the  Gracchi  at  Rome  ;  and,  like 
Cornelia,  I  fliould  have  reproached  my  fons  with 
being  called  nothing  but  the  mother-in-law  of 
Scipio.  I  retired  with  the  plebeians  to  the  Aven- 
tine  hill ;  and  gave  my  vote  to  the  tribunes.  Now 
that  experience  has  taught  me  to  appreciate  every 
thing  with  impartiality,  I  fee  in  the  enterprife  of 
the  Gracchi,  and  in  the  condudl  of  the  tribunes^ 
crimes  and  mifchiefs,  of  which  I  was  not  at  that  . 
time  fufficiently  aware. 

When  I  happened  to  be  prefent  at  any  of  that 
fort  of  fights  which  the  capital  fo  frequently  afford-^ 
ed,  fuch  as  the  entry  of  the  queen  or  princefles^ 
thank fgiviyig  after  a  lying-in,  he,  I  compared 
with  grief,  this  Afiatic  luxury  and  infolent  pomp, 
with  the  abjeft  mifery  of  the  populace, 
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who  proftrated  themrelves  l>efore  idols  of  their  own 
making,  and  fooliflily  applauded  the  odcntatious 
magnificence  which  they  paid  for  by  depriving 
themfelves  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  The  dilFolute 
condudl  of  the  court  during  the  laft  years  of  Lewis 
XV.  that  contempt  of  morality,  which  pervaded 
all  ranks  of  the  nation,  and  thofe  excefles,  which 
were  the  fubjedl  of  all  private  converfation,  filled 
me  with  aftonifhment  and  indignation.  Not  per- 
ceiving as  yet  the  germs  of  a  revolution,  I  inquired 
with  furprife,  how  things  could  fubfift  in  fuch  a 
ftate  ?  Obferving  in  hiftory,  the  invariable  decline 
and  fubverfion  of  empires  when  arrived  at  this 
pitch  of  corruption,  and  hearing  the  French  nation 
iinging  and  laughing  at  its  own  misfortunes,  I  felt 
that  our  neighbours,  the  Englifli,  were  right  in  re- 
garding us  as  children.  I  attached  myfelf  to  thofe 
neighbours ;  the  work  of  De  Lolme  had  familia- 
riled  mc  with  their  conflitution  ;  I  fought  an  ac- 
quaintance with  their  writers,  and  ftudied  their  li- 
terature, but  as  yet  only  through  the  medium  of 
tranflations. 

The  arguments  of  Ballexferd  not  having  been 
able  to  overcome  my  parents'  repugnance  to  having 
me  inoculated,  I  caught  the  fmall-pox  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.  The  era  has  left  deep  im- 
prefTions  on  my  mind  ;  not  from  any  apprehenfions 
on  account  of  the  diforder,  for  I  had  already  too 
much  philofophy  not  to  fupport  fuch  a  trial  with 
fortitude  j  but  from  my  mother's  incredible  and 
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affecting  follcitude.  What  forrovv,  and  yet  what 
activity  !  In  what  agitation  was  (he  kept  by  her  un- 
^afinefs !  and  what  tendernefs  was  diiplayed  in  all  her 
attentions  !  Even  during  the  night,  when  I  thought 
I  was  taking  fomething  from  the  nurfe,  I  felt  my 
mother's  hand,  and  heard  her  voice  while  getting 
out  of  her  bed  every  moment  to  come  to  the  fide  of 
mine ;  her  anxious  eyes  devoured  the  looks,  and,  if 
I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  the  words  of  my  phyfician  5 
and  in  fpite  of  her  refolution  to  fupprefs  them, 
the  tears  .ftole  from  her  eyes,  when  looking  at  me, 
while  I  endeavoured,  in  vain,  by  a  cheerful  afpedlj 
to  pacify  her  feelings.  Neither  fhe  nor  my  father 
had  ever  had  the  fmall-pox,  and  yet  neither  of  them 
would  fuffer  a  day  to  pafs  without  kiffing  the  dif- 
figured  cheek,  which  I  ftrove  in  vain  to  keep  out  of 
their  way,  for  fear  the  contaft  fhould  be  followed 
by  fatal  efFed:s»  My  Agatha^  grieved  at  being  con- 
lined  to  her  cloifter,  fent  me  ore  of  her  relations^ 
the  amiable  mother  of  four  children,  whom  fhe 
had  iilfpired  with  apportion  of  her  attachment  ta 
me,  and  who  obftinately  perfifted  in  feeing  and  em- 
bracing me  without  confideration  for  herfelf.  It 
was  thought  proper  to  conceal  from  Sophia,  who 
was  then  at  Parisj  the  condition  of  her  friends  J 
Was  fuppofed  to  have  fet  off  fuddenly  for  the  coun- 
try, that  the  period  of  contagion  might  elapfe 
without  our  meeting ;  but  Selincour  called  every 
day  on  the  part  of  his  mother  to  inquire  after  my 
health  j  and  I  heard  from  my  chamber  his  mourn- 
ful 
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ful  exclamation  when  he  was  told,  that  a  complica- 
tion of  the  putrid  fever  and  fmali-pox  was  feared. 
I  had  the  miliary  fever ;  the  eruption  peculiar  to 
which,  checking  the  other,  the  puftules  offmall-pox 
were  few,  and  though  large,  fubfided  without  fup- 
puration,  and  left  only  a  dry  iliin,  that  fell  off  of  it- 
fclf.  It  is  the  kind  of  fmall-pox,  faid  Dr.  MiiTa, 
that  the  Italians  call  ravaglioni^  puftules  of  falfe 
fuppuration,  which'  leave  no  veftiges  behind  ;  and 
in  reality  not  even  the  polifh  of  the  fkin  was  im- 
paired :  but  the  ravages  made  by  the  variolous  hu- 
mour threw  me  into  a  ftate  of  langour  and  debility, 
from  which  it  was  four  or  five  months  before  I  was 
completely  recovered.  Sedate  in  health,  too  ten- 
der to  be  gay,  but  patient  under  afflid:ion,  my  fole 
obiecl  in  licknefs  is  to  divert  my  attention  from  my 
fufferings,  and  to  render  agreeable  the  troubiefome 
attentions  I  require  from  thofe  about  me.  Indulg- 
ing my  imagination  in  the  mod  fanciful  flights,  I 
fay  extravagant  things  :  it  is  the  fick  perfon  that 
furnifiies  thofe  in  health  with  amufement. 

Dr.  Mifia  was  a  fenfible  man,  v/hom  I  was 
very  much  pleafed  with.  As  he  was  fufiiciently 
advanced  in  years  to  relivive  me  from  the  conftraint 
that  I  was  kept  in  by  younger  men,  we  converfed 
freely  in  his  vifits,  which  he  willingly  prolonged  ; 
and  conceived  a  friendQiip  for  each  other.  One 
or  other  of  us,  faid  he,  one  day,  has  been  much  in 
the  WTong.  Either  I  am  come  too  foon,  or  you  too 
late.    Though  Miffa's  good  fenfe  had  difpofed  me 
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favourably  towards  him,  his  age  had  prevented  me 
from  perceiving  that  I  had  been  in  the  wrong  to 
come  later  than  he  :  I  made  him  no  other  anfwer 
than  a  fmile.  He  was  bringing  up  nieces,  with 
whom  he  wifhed  me  to  be  acquainted,  and  we  fome- 
times  vifited  j  but  as  they  never  went  out  without 
their  governefs,  any  more  than  I  without  my  mo- 
ther, and  as  the  uncle's  profeflion  did  not  leave 
him  leifure  to  keep  up  the  connexion  between  us, 
it  came  to  nothing  in  confequence  of  our  diftant 
abodes  and  fedentary  habits.  Miffa  fcolded  me 
very  much  one  day  upon  finding  Malebranche's 
Recherche  de  la  VeviteX^'m^  on  my  bed.  *  Why,  my 
God  !'  faid  I,  '  if  all  your  patients  were  to  amufe 
themfelves  in  the  fame  way,  inftead  of  getting  angry 
with  their  difeafes  and  their  doftor,  you  would 
have  a  great  deal  lefs  to  do/ — The  perfons  who 
chanced  fo  be  then  in  my  room,  were  talking  of 
fome  loan  or  other,  of  which  the  edid  of  creation 
had  jufh  made  its  appearance,  and  to  which  all 
Paris  was  running  in  crowds.  '  The  French,*  faid 
Miflli,  '  take  all  upon  truji: — '  Say  rather,'  anfwer- 
ed  I,  '  upon  appearances' — '  True,'  replied  hej 

*  the  expreffion  is  juftand  profound. — ^  Don't  fcold 
me  then  for  reading  Malebranche,'   faid  I  eagerly  ; 

*  you  fee  that  my  time  is  not  thrown  away.' 

Mifla  was  at  that  time  accompanied  in,  his  vifits 
by  a  young  phyfician,  who  had  recently  taken  his 
degree,  and  whom  he  fomelimes  difpatched  before 
him  to  wait  his  arrival.    This,youthful  graduate,  to 
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borrow  Miffa's  expreffion,  could  not  be  reproached 
with  commg  too  loon  into  the  world ;  but  though 
he  liad  a  tolerably  handfome  face,  there  was  a  felt- 
fufficiency  about  him  that  I  did  not  like.  I  have 
naturally  fo  decided  an  averfion  to  affediation  and 
airs  of  confequence,  that  I  always  confider  them  as 
a  fign  of  an  indifferent  underflanding,  if  not  of  ab- 
folute  imbecility ;  though  it  is  certain  that,  under 
the  old  government,  they  were  fometimes  no  more 
than  the  follies  of  youth.  In  lliort,  fo  far  from  pleaf- 
ing  me,  they  put  me  out  of  humour,  and  always 
make  me  conceive  an  ill  opinion  of  the  perfon  by 
whom  they  are  difplayed.  Thefe  are  the  only- 
traces  left  in  my  memory  by  the  young  dodtor, 
whom  I  have  never  feen  fince,  and  whom  I  fliali 
probably  never  fee  again. 

An  excurfion  to  the  country  being  neceffary  for 
ther^^rfcd:  re-eftablifliment  of  my  health,  we  went 
to  breathe  its  falutary  air  at'  the  houfe  of  M.  and 
Madam  Befnard,  with  whom  two  years  before  my 
mother  and  I  had  fpent  almoft  the  whole  month  of 
September.  Their  fituation  was  admirably  calcu- 
lated to  feed  my  philofophy,  and  to  fix  my  medita- 
tions upon  the  vices  of  focial  life. 

Madam  Befnard,  upon  the  reverfe  of  fortune 
which  flie  had  experienced  in  common  with  her  fif- 
ters,  had  entered  into  the  family  of  a  fermier -general^ 
whofe  houfe  fhe  fuperintended  :  it  was  that  of  old 
Haudry.  There  fhe  had  married  the  fteward,  M. 
Befnard,  with  whom  fhe  had  long  fmce  retired 
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from  the  world,  and  was  living  in  peace  and  happi- 
nefs,  though  in  an  humble  way. 

The  ill-placed  pride  of  Madam  Phlipon  had  led 
her  fometimes  to  exprefs,  in  my  prefence,  and  in 
the  privacy  of  the  family,  how  much  this  marriage 
had  difpleafed  her;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  (he 
was  certainly  offended  without  caufe.  M.  Befnard 
was  a  man  of  integrity  and  good  moral  character, 
each  of  which  was  the  more  praife-worthy  in  pro- 
portion as  it  was  difficult  to  meet  with  among  men 
in  the  fame  line  of  Hfe.  The  whole  of  his  conduct 
to  his  wife  exhibitecl  the  greateft  delicacy  of  fen- 
timent.  It  is  impoflible  to  carry  veneration,  ten- 
dernefs,  and  attachment,  to  a  greater  length.  En- 
joying the  fweets  of  a  perfedl  union,  they  ftill  pro- 
long a  career,  in  which,  like  Baucis  and  Philemon, 
they  attradt  the  refped  of  all  who  witnefs  their  fim- 
plicity  of  life,  and  their  virtues.  I  efteem  it  an 
honour  to  be  related  to  them ;  and  fliould  do  fo  fcill, 
if,  with  the  fame  charafter  and  conduft,  M.  Befnard 
had  been  a  footman. 

Old  Haudry,  who  owed  his  fortune  to  his  own 
exertions,  was  dead  ,  and  had  left  a  large  fortune  to 
a  fon,  who,  being  born  in  opulence,  was  likely  to 
fquander  it  away.  That  fon,  who  had  already  lofl. 
a  charming  wife,  lived  at  a  great  expence ;  and, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  rich,  fpent  a  fmall 
part  of  the  year  at  the  chateau  of  Soucy,  whither 
he  was  much  more  apt  to  carry  the  manners  of  the 
town,   than  to  ado})t  thofe  that  were  fuitable 
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to  the  country.  He  had  feveral  contiguous  eftatcs, 
of  which  that  neareft  to  Soucy  (Fontenay)  had  an 
old  manfion  belonging  to  it  that  he  was  fond  of 
filling  with  inhabitants.  He  had  given  a  lodging 
there  to  a  notary  and  an  overieer,  and  requefted 
M.  Befnard  to  take  an  apartment,  which  might 
ferve  him  as  a  relidence  during  part  of  the  lum« 
mer.  This  was  no  bad  way  of  keeping  his  eftate 
in  good  order,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  gave  him 
an  air  of  magnificence.  M.  and  Madam  Befnard 
were  well  accommodated,  and  enjoyed  the  pleafure 
of  walking  in  a  park,  tlie  wildernefs  of  which 
made  an  agreeable  contraft  with  the  gardens  of 
Soucy,  and  pleafed  me  more  than  the  luxury  that 
diftin2:uifhed  the  farmer -ocneralS  abode.  As  foon 
as  we  arrived  at  Madam  Befnard's,  flie  requefted 
us  to  go  and  pay  a  vifit  to  Soucy,  wi.ere 
Haudry's  fifter-in-law  and  (tep-mother  refided  with 
him,  and  did  the  honours  of  his  houfc.  The  vifit 
was  modeflly  paid  before  dinner.  I  walked  without 
the  fmalleft  pleafurable  fenfatipn  into  the  draw- 
ing-room, where  Madam  Penault  and  her  dauglitcr 
received  us  with  great  poHtenefs,  it  is  true,  but  it 
was  a  polltenefs  that  favoured  a  little  of  fuperiority. 
•My  mother's  manner,  however,  and  fomcthing  which 
appeared  in  me  alfo,  in  fpite  of  that  timidity  which 
proceeds  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  our  worth,  and  a 
doubt  of  its  being  perceived  by  others,  fcarcely  al- 
owed  them  to  aflumc  any  confequence.  I  received 
compliments  which  gave  me  little  pleafure,  and' 
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which  I  was  anfvvering  with  fomc  deg'-ee  of  inge-* 
nuity,  when  certain  parafites,  of  the  order  of  St* 
Lewis,  who  always  haunt  the  manfions  of  opulence, 
as  ghofts  refort  to  the  banks  of  the  Acheron,  thought 
proper  to  interrupt  me  with  exaggerated  praife. 

The  ladies  did  not  fail,  a  few  days  after,  to  re- 
turn our  vifit.  They  were  attended  by  the  com-, 
pany  that  happened  to  be  at  the  chateau,  the  vifit 
to  Fontenay  ferving  them  for  a  walk.  Upon  that 
occafion,  I  was  more  engaging  than  before,  and 
contrived  to  put  into  my  fliare  of  the  reception, 
fuch  a  portion  of  modeft  and  dignified  politenefs, 
as  re-eftabliHied  the  equilibrium  between  us.  It 
once  happened  to  us  to  be  invited  to  dinner  by 
Madam  Penault ;  but  never  was  aftonifliment  equal 
to  mine,  when  1  learned  that  we  were  not  to  dine  at 
her  table,  but  with  the  upper  fervants  in  the  hall. 
I  was  fenfible  however,  that,  as  M.  Befnard  had 
formedy  played  a  part  there,  I  ought  not,  out  of 
refped:  to  him,  to  appear  diffatisfied  at  appearing 
in  fuch  a  character;  but  I  was  of  opinion  that 
Madam  Penault  might  have  ordered  things  other- 
wife,  and  have  fpared  us  the  contemptuous  civility. 
My  great  aunt  faw  it  in  the  fame  light  j  but  to 
avoid  giving  offence,  we  accepted  the  invitation. 
It  was  fomething  new  to  me  to  mix  with  thofe 
deities  of  the  fecond  order;  nor  had  I  the  leaft 
idea  of  what  chambermaids  were  when  giving 
themfelvcs  airs  of  confequence.  They  were  pre- 
pared   to  receive  us;  and,  indeed,  played  the 
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doubles  of  their  fuperiors  admirahly  WelL  Drcf?, 
gefture,  affeclation,  graces,  nothing  was  forgotten. 
Their  miftrefles  cad- off  clothes,  which  were  hardly 
foiled,  gave  a  richnefs  to  their  appearance,  that 
decent  perfons  in  trade  would  have  thought  out  of 
Charadler.    The  caricature  of  faihionable  manners 
fuperaddcd  a  fort  of  elegance,  not  lefs  foreign  to 
mercantile  fimpUcity  than  to  the  tafte  of  an  artift, 
though  there  is  no  doubt  but  their  flippancy  of 
fpeech,  and  finery,  might  have  impofed  on  coun- 
try ladies*    It  was    ftiil  wcrfe  with  the  men. 
The  fword  of  Mr.  fleward,  the  attentions  of  Mr. 
cook,  and   the  politenefs  and  gaudy  clothes  of 
the  valet-de-chambre,  could  not  atone  for  the  awk- 
wardnefs  of  their  manners,  and  the  blunders  in  their 
hinguage,  when  they  VviHied  it  to  be  elegant,  nor 
the  vulgarity  of  their  expreilions,  when  they  forgot 
their  parts.    The  converfation  was  full  of  mar- 
quifes,  counts,  and  financiers,  whofe    titles,  for- 
tunes, and  ahiances,  feemed  to  confer  grandeur, 
riches,  and    importance,   upon  thofe  who  were 
talking  of  them.    The  fuperfluities  of  the  firft  table 
were  fpread  upon  the  fecond  with  a  neatnc(s  and 
order  which  gave  them  the  air  of  a  firft  appear- 
ance, and  in  fuch  abundance  as  afterwards  to  fuf- 
fice  for  the  third  table,  that  of  the  domejlics^  pro- 
perly fo  called ;  for  the  perfons  who  fat  at  the 
fecond  were  called  officers.    Play  followed  the  re* 
paft:  the  ilake  was  high:  it  was  what  th^  I  a  dies 
were  accuftomed  to  play  for,  and   they  played 
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every  day.  I  was  introduced  to  a  new  world, 
in  which  were  exhibited  the  prejudices,  the 
vices,  and  the  folHes  of  a  world,  very  Httle  better, 
in  fpite  of  its  greater  fliow.  I  had  heard  a 
thoufand  times  of  the  origin  of  old  Haudry,  who 
came  to  Paris  from  his  village ;  found  means  to 
rake  thoufands  together  at  the  expence  of  the  pub- 
lic;  married  his  daughter  to  Montule,  and  his 
grand-daughters  to  the  Marquis  Ducliillau  and 
Count  Turpin,  and  left  his  fon  heir  to  an  immenfe 
eftate.  I  recoliefted  Montefquieu's  expreffion, 
who  fays,  that  financiers  fupport  the  ftate  as  the 
cord  fupports  the  criminal ;  nor  cbuld  I  help 
thinking  that  tax-gatherers  vrho  contrive  to  amafs 
luch  enormous  fums,  and  then  to  make  their  opu- 
lence ferve  as  the  means  of  an  alliance  with  fa- 
milies, which  the  policy  of  courts  affects  to  con- 
fider  as  neceffary  to  a  kingdom's  fplendour  and  de- 
fence, muft  needs  belong  to  a  deteftable  govern- 
ment, and  to  a  nation  highly  corrupt.  T  little 
thought  there  v^as  a  government  ftill  niore  horrible^ 
and  a  degree  of  corruption  ftill  more  to  be  deplored. 
Who,  indeed,  could  have  imagined  it  ?  All  the 
philofophers  of  the  age  have  been  deceived  as  well 

I. — I  allude  to  the  government  and  corruption  of 
the  prefent  time. 

Every  Sunday  there  was  a  dance  at  Soucy  In 
the  open  air,  under  no  other  flielter  than  the 
trees.  Gaiety,  on  thefe  occafions,  obliterated 
diflindions  in  a  great  degree ;  and  as  foon  as  per- 
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fonal  merit  was  attended  to,  I  had  little  fear  of 
miffing  the  place  that  might  chance  tofuit  me  beft. 
The  new  comers  ufed  to  afk,  in  a  whifper,  who  I 
was  ?  but  I  took  care  to  give  nobody  a  furfeit  of 
my  company;  and,  after  an  hour's  recreation, 
withdrew  vAth  my  relations  for  a  walk,  of  which 
I  would  net  have  exchanged  the  tranquil  enjoy- 
ments for  all  the  empty  and  noify  pleafures  that 
attend  any  kind  of  parade. 

I  ibmetinies  faw  Haudry,  who  was  then  young, 
ading  the  great  man,  gratifying  all  his  fancies, 
and  williing  to  appear  generous  and  noble.  His 
family  began  to  be  uneafy  at  his  extravagance 
with  the  courtezan  La  puerre,  by  which  he  was 
already  laying  the  foundation  of  his  future  ruin. 
He  was  pitied  as  imprudent,  rather  than  blamed 
as  vicious ;  he  was  a  fpoiled  child  of  fortune,  who, 
had  he  been  born  in  moderate  circumftances,  would 
certainly  have  turned  out  a  better  man.  With  a 
dark  complexion,  an  ere-fl  carriage,  the  airs  of  a  great 
man,  and  courteous  manners,  he  was  perhaps  amiable 
among  thofe  whom  he  eftecmed  his  equals:  but  I 
hated  to  come  in  his  way,  and  never  failed,  when  in 
his  prefence,  to  affumean  air  of  dignified  referve. 

Laft  year,  coming  out  of  that  magnificent 
dining-room  which  the  elegant  Calonne  had  fitted 
up  in  the  controller-gencrars  hotel,  fince  occupied 
by  the  minifter  of  the  interior,  I  found  in  my  way 
through  the  fecond  antichamber,  a  tall  grey-headed 
old  man,  of  decent  appearance,  who  accofted  me 
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refpedfully  :  ^  I  fhould  be  very  glad,  Madam,  to 
ipeak  with  the  minifter,  when  his  dinner  is  overi 
I  have  fomethina:  to  communicate  to  him.* — ^ 
^  Sir,  you  will  fee  him  in  an  inftant  :  he  has  been 
detained  in  the  next  room,  but  will  be  here  immer 
diately.*  I  made  my  curtefy,  and  proceeded  to 
my  own  apartment,  where  Roland  foon  after  joined 
me.  I  enquired  if  he  had  feen  a  perfon,  whom  I 
defcribed,  and  who  appeared  apprehenfive  of  not 
meeting   him  ? — Yes,  it   was   M.  Haudry.' — - 

*  What,  the  quondam  farmer -genera/ y  who  fquan- 
dered   an   immenfe  fortune  r  —  '  The  fame.' — 

*  And  what  has  he  to  do  with  the  minifter  of 
the  interior  ?* — '  Our  bufinefs  relates  to  the  ma-f 
nufa<5lory  at  Sevres,  at  the  head  of  which  he  has 
been  placed.'  What  a  theme  for  meditation  do 
thefe  fports  of  fortune  furnilh  !  I  had  already 
found  one  when  I  entered  for  the  firft  time  into 
the  apartments  occupied  by  Madam  Necker  in 
the  days  of  her  glory.  I  occupy  them  a  fecond 
time,  and  they  do  but  the  more  ftrongly  atteft  the 
inftabiiity  of  the  things  of  this  world  >  but  I  will 
at  lead  take  care,  that  no  reverfe  of  fortune  fliall 
find  me  unprepared.  Such  were  my  refleftions 
in  06lober  1792,  when  Danton  was  conferring 
fome  celebrity  upon  me,  by  detradiiing  from  my 
hufband^s  merit,  and  was  filently  preparing  the 
calumnies,  by  which  he  meant  to  affail  both.  I 
was  ignorant  of  his  proceedings,  but  I  had  obr 
ferved  the  courfe  of  things  in  revolutions.    I  \ya$ 

only 


(    151  ) 

only  ambitious  of  preferving  my  mind  uncon- 
taminated,  and  of  feeing  my  hufband's  reputation 
free  from  fl-ain.  I  well  knew  this  kind  of  ambi- 
tion fcld-nii  leads  to  any  other  fpecics  of  fuc- 
cefs.  My  wifh  is  accompliOied  :  Roland,  perfe- 
cuted  and  profcribed,  v/ill  not  be  forgotten  by 
pofterity.  I  am  a  captive,  and  (hall  probably  be 
facrificed  ;  but  my  confcience  flands  in  the  ftead 
of  every  thing.  It  will  happen  to  me  as  it  did  to  ' 
Solom.on,  who  afked  only  for  wifdom,  and  ob- 
tained other  advantages :  I  wiQied  only  for  the 
peace  of  the  righteous,  and  /  aljo  fhall  have  fome 
ex  (tence  in  future  times. — But  in  the  mean  while 
let  us  return  to  Fontenay. 

The  little  library  of  my  relations  afforded  fome 
employment  to  my  mind.  I  found  there  the 
wlioie  of  Puffendorf^  tedious  perhaps  in  his  uni- 
verfal  hiftory,  and  more  intertfling  to  me  in  his 
Duties  of  the  Man  and  the  Citizen ;  the  Maifon 
Rujiquey  and  a  variety  of  works  on  agriculture  and 
economy,  which  I  fhudied  for  want  of  others,  be- 
caufe  it  was  neceffary  that  I  fhould  always  be 
learning  fomething ;  the  agreeable  trifles  which 
Bernis  wrote  in  verfe,  when  he  was  unfettered  by 
the  Roman  purple ;  a  life  of  Cromivell  \  and  a  curious 
medley  of  other  produdions. 

Here  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  in  the  mul- 
titude of  books  which  chance  or  other  circum- 
fiances  had  thrown  in  my  way,  and  of  which  I 
mention  loofely,  fuch  as  places  and  perfons  recal 
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to  my  memory,  nothing  by  Rouffeau  has  yet  been 
noticed  :  the  truth  is,  I  read  him  very  late  ;  and  it 
was  well  for  me  I  did  :  he  would  have  turned  my 
brain,  and  I  fhould  have  read  nothing  elfe.  Per- 
haps  as  it  is,  he  has  but  too  much  ftrengthened  my 
weak  fide,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
an  exprellion. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  my  mother  had. 
taken  fome  care  to  keep  him  out  of  my  way ;  but 
his  name  not  being  unknown  to  me,  I  had  fought 
after  his  works,  and  was  already  acquainted  with 
his  Letters  from  the  Mountain,  and  his  Letter  to 
Chriftopher  de  Beaumont,  Vv^hen  I  loft  her,  having 
then  read  the  whole  of  Voltaire  and  Boulanoer,  the 
Marquis  d'Argens  and  Helvetius,  and  many  other 
philofophers  and  critics.  Probably  my  mother, 
who  faw  plainly  that  my  mind  muft  needs  be  em- 
ployed, was  not  much  averfe  to  my  making  a  ferious 
ftudy  of  phiiofophy  at  the  riik  even  of  a  little  incre- 
dulity ;  but  (he  was  of  opinion,  no  doubt,  that  no 
ftimulants  were  wanting  for  my  fufceptible  heart, 
already  too  obedient  to  the  impulfe  of  the  paffions.— 
Good  heavens !  how  vain  are  all  our  endeavours  to 
cicape  from  our  deftiny  !  The  fame  idea  influenced 
her,  when  flie  prevented  me  from  ftudying  painting, 
and  made  her  alfo  oppofe  my  learning  to  play  upon 
the^  harpfichord,  though  I  had  a  moft  excellent 
opportunity.  Our  living  in  the  fame  neigh- 
bourhood had  made  us  acquainted  with  an  Abbe 
Jeauket,  a  great  mufician,  and  a  good-natured  man, 
I  ■  but 
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but  as  ugly  as  fin,  and  addidled  to  the  picafures  of 
the  table.    He  was  bom  in  the  environs  of  Prague, 
had  pafled  many  years  at  Vienna,  attached  to  the 
nobles  of  the  court,  and  had  given  ielfons  to  Marie 
Antoinette.    After  having  been  induced  to  vifit 
Lifbcn  by  particular  circuniftances,  he  had  at  laft 
chofen  Paris,  in  order  to  fpend,  in  aftate  of  independ- 
ence, the  penfions  of  which  his  little  fortune  was 
compofed.    He  w^iftied  exceedingly  that  my  mother 
would  permit  him  to  teach  me  the  harpfichord.  He 
infifced  upon  it  that  my  fingers  and  my  head  would 
foon  go  a  great  length,  and  that  I  could  not  fail  to 
become  a  compofer.  *  What  a  fliame,'  he  w^ould  cry, 
*  to  be  humming  over  a  guitar,  when  pofTeflcd  of 
powers  to  invent  and  execute  the  fineft  pieces  upon  the 
firft  of  inftruments  1 '  This  enthufiafm,  and  his  reite- 
rated entreaties,  carried  even  to  lupulication,  could 
not  overcome  my  mother's  reludance  :   as  to  me, 
though  always  ready  to  avail  myfelfofany  inftruclion 
that  came  in  my  way,  I  was  fo  much  accullomed  to 
refpe6t  her  decifions,  as  well  as  to  love  her  perfon, 
that  I  never  importuned  her  for  any  thing.  Befides, 
ftudy  in  general  afforded  mc  fo  vail  a  field  of  oc- 
cupation, that  I  never  felt  the  pains  of  idlenefs.  I 
often  fiid  to  myfelf,  When  I  become  a  mother 
in  my  turn,  it  will  be  my  bufinefs  to  make  ufe 
of  what  I  fhall  have  acquired  :  I  fliall  then  have  no 
leifure  for  further  ftudies;   and  I  was  the  more 
earneft  to  turn  my  time  to  account,  and  afraid 
pf  lofing  a  fingle  moment.    The  Abbe  Jeauket 

was 
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was  now  and  then  vlfited  by  perfons  of  merit, 
and  whenever  he  invited  them  to  his  houfe,  was 
anxious  to  include  us  in  his  party.  Thus,  among 
other  individuals  not  worth  remembering,  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  learned  Rouflier,  and  the 
worthy  d'Odiment ;  but  I  have  not  forgotten  the 
impertinent  Paradelle  and  Madam  de  Puifieux. 
Paradelle  was  a  huge  monfter,  in  the  garb  of  an 
abbe,  the  greateft  coxcomb  and  romancer  of  all  the 
fools  I  ever  met  with,  who  pretended  to  liave  kept 
a  carriage  at  Lyons  for  twenty  years,  and  who,  to 
keep  himfelf  from  ftarving  at  Paris,  was  obliged 
to  give  lectures  on  the  Italian  language,  in  which 
he  was  very  little  verfed.  Madam  Puifieux,  who 
pafled  for  author  of  the  Chara5iers^  to  which 
her  name  is  prefixed,  retained  at  the  age  of  fixtya 
with  a  hump  back  and  toothlefs  gums,  the  little 
airs  and  pretenfions  of  which  the  alfedation  is 
fparcely  pardonable  even  in  youth.  I  had  fancied 
tliat  a  female  author  mull  needs  be  a  very  refpeda- 
ble  perfonage,  efpecially  one  who  had  written  upon 
morals.  But  Madam  de  Puificux's  abfurdities  made 
me  change  my  mind.  Her  converfation  befpoke 
very  little  wit,  and  her  whims  indicated  very  little 
judgment.  I  began  to  perceive  it  was  pofiible  to 
c,olle6t  a  great  deal  of  reafon,  in  order  to  make  a  dif- 
play  of  it,  without  confuming  much  for  our  own  pur- 
pofes and  that  the  m.en  who  made  a  jeft  of  female 
authors  were  perhaps  no  otherwife  to  biame  than  in 
applying  to  them  exclufively,  what  is  equally  appli- 
cable 
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cable  to  tliemfelves.  Thus  it  was,  that  in  a  f})here 
of  life  exceedingly  confined,  I  found  means  to  add 
to  my  ftock  of  obfervalions.  i  was  in  a  folltary  fpot ; 
but  it  was  on  the  confines  of  the  world,  and  fo 
fituated  as  to  allow  me  to  diftingviifli  a  great  variety 
of  objects,  without  any  of  them  (landing  in  my  way. 
The  concerts  of  Madam  TEpine  enlarged  my 
profpedl.  I  have  already  faid,  that  TEpine  was  a 
pupil  of  Pigal :  he  was,  indeed,  his  right  hand.  At 
Rome  he  had  married  a  woman,  wlio,  I  prefume, 
had  been  an  opera  finger,  and  whom  his  family  had 
at  firft  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye,  but  who 
proved,  by  the  propriety  of  her  condud:,  that  fhe 
did  not  deferve  their  difdain. 

She  had  a  concert  of  amateurs,  compofed  of  ex- 
cellent muficians,  to  which  nobody  was  adm.itted 
but  what  fhe  called  good  company.  They  met 
every  Thurfday  at  her  houfe,  whither  I  was  often 
taken  by  my  mother  ;  and  there  I  heard  Jarnezvick^ 
St,  George,  Duport,  Guerin,  and  many  others. 
There  too  I  met  wits  of  both  fexes  :  Madcmoi- 
felle  de  Morville,  Madam  Benoit,  Silvain-Marcc/iai^ 
&c.  with  haughty  baroneffes,  handfome  abbes,  old 
chevaliers,  and  young  fops.  What  a  curious  ma- 
gic lantern  !  The  apartments  of  Madam  I'Epine, 
in  the  Rne  Neuve  Sf.  U/Iac/ie,  were  not  remarkably 
fuperb,  r)or  was  the  concert-room  fpacious,  but 
adjoining  to  another,  of  which  the  folding-doors 
were  fet  open :  there,  ranged  in  a  circle,  the 
company  had  the  feveral  advantages  of  hear- 
ing 
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ing  the  mufic,  feeing  the  adors,  and  being 
abie  to  converfe  between  the  a6ls.  Seated  by 
my  mother,  and  keeping  the  filence  that  cuftom 
prefcribes  to  young  women,  I  was  all  eyes  and 
ears ;  but  when  we  chanced  to  be  for  a  moment 
in  private  with  Madam  TEpine,  I  aiked  her  a  few 
queftions,  the  anfwers  to  which  elucidated  my  ob- 
fervations. 

One  day  that  lady  propofed  to  my  mother  to  ac- 
company her  to  a  charming  affembly,  held  at  the 
houfe  of  a  man  of  wit,  whom  we  had  fome times 
feen  at  her  concerts:  the  company  confided  of 
enlightened  men,  and  women  of  tafte  very  agree- 
able produdions  were  recited  :  it  was  indeed  de- 
lightful!  The  propofal  was  made  feveral  times 
before  it  was  accepted  :  '  Let  us  go,'  faid  I  to  my 
mother ;  '  I  begin  to  know  enough  of  the  world  to 
prefume  that  it  muft  either  be  very  agreeable  or 
very  abfurd and  even  in  the  latter  cafe,  it  will 
ferve  to  amufe  us  once.  The  party  was  agreed 
upon :  and  on  the  Wednefday,  the  day  on  which 
M.  Vafe's  literary  afTembly  was  regularly  held, 
we  repaired  with  Madam  TEpine  to  his  refi- 
dence  at  the  Barrier  du  Temple.  After  toiling  up 
three  pair  of  ftairs  we  came  to  a  moderately  fpa- 
cious  apartment,  furnilhed  like  a  barrack  :  ruOi- 
bottomcd  chairs,  marfnalled  in  clofe  order,  and  in 
feveral  ranks,  were  ready  to  receive  the  fpeclators, 
and  began  to  be  filled  ;  while  tallow  candles  in 
dirty  brals  candlefticks  illumined  this  retreat  of  the 
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mufcs,  the  grotefque  fimplicity  of  which  accorded 
well  with  philofophical  rigour  and  the  poverty  of 
an  author.  Well-dreffcd  women,  young  girls,  anti- 
quated dowagers,  poetafters  in  abundance,  loungers, 
and  adventurers,  compofed  the  fociety. 

The  mafter  of  the  houfe,  feated  at  a  table, 
which  ferved  as  a  defk,  opened  the  fitting  by 
reading  a  piece  of  poetry  of  his  own  compofition  ; 
the  fubjedl  was  a  little  marmofet  which  the 
old  Marchionefs  de  Preville  always  carried  in  her 
muff,  and  which  (lie  exhibited  to  the  company; 
for  flie  was  there,  and  thought  fhe  could  do  no  lefs 
than  gratify  the  eager  eyes  of  the  perfons  prefent  with 
a  fight  of  the  hero  of  the  piece.  Loud  bravos  and 
applaufes  did  juftice  to  M.  Vafe's  poetic  flights, 
M.  Vafe,  highly  fatlsfied  with  himfelf,  wifhed  to 
give  up  his  feat  to  M.  Delpeches,  a  poet  who  WTOte 
little  comic  dramas  for  the  theatre  of  Audinot, 
concerning  which  he  was  accuftomed  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  fociety,  or,  in  other  words,  the  en- 
couragement of  its  applaufe ;  but  that  day  he  was 
prevented  either  by  a  fore  throat,  or  the  want  of  a 
few  verfes  in  fome  of  his  fcenes.  Imbert,  the 
author  of  the  Judgment  of  Paris^  was  therefore 
obliged  to  take  the  chair,  and  read  an  agreeable 
trifle,  which  was  extolled  to  the  ikies.  His  rew^ird 
awaited  him.  Mademoifelle  de  la  ColTonniere 
came  next  with  a  Farezvel  to  Colhiy  which  if  not 
very  ingenious,  was  at  leaft  very  tender.  It  was 
known  diredlly  that  it  was  addreffed  to  Imbert, 
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about  to  undertake  a  journey,  and  a  fliower  of 
compliments  was  poured  upon  him.  Imbert  dif- 
charged  his  own  debt  and  that  of  his  mufe,  by 
faluting  all  the  females  in  the  aflembly.  The 
free  and  gay  ceremony,  though  conduced  with 
decency,  was  not  at  all  pleating  to  my  mother,  and 
appeared  in  fo  ftrange  a  light  to  me  as  to  give  me 
an  air  of  embarraffment.  After  fome  epigram  or 
diftich  by  no  means  remarkable,  a  man  of  pompous 
declamation  recited  a  poem  in  praife  of  Madam 
Benoit.  She  was  fitting  by,  and  muft  be  briefly 
mentioned,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  have  not  read 
her  romances,  which  were  dead  long  before  the  re- 
volution, and  will  be  buried  beneath  heaps  of  duft 
before  my  memoirs  fee  the  light. 

Albine  was  born  at  Lyons,  as  1  have  read  in  the 
Hijlory  of  the  illujlrious  W omen  of  France^  by  a  Society 
of  Men  of  Letters  \  a  hiftory,  in  which  I  was  quite 
aftoniflied  to  find  women  whom  I  met  with  eveiy- 
where,  as  the  Lady  in  queftion^  Madam  de  Puifieux, 
Madam  Champion,  and  many  more,  fome  of  whom 
perhaps  are  ftill  alive  at  the  moment  I  am  writing, 
or  have  only  quitted  this  terreftrial  abode  within  a 
few  years. 

Having  united  herfelf  in  the  holy  bands  of  wed-  A 
lock  with  Benoit,  a  draughtfman,  flie  had  accom- 
panied him  to  Rome,  and  had  there  been  admitted 
a  member  of  the  academy  of  the  Arcades.  Lately 
become  a  widow,  and  ftiil  in  mourning  for  her 
hufband,  ilie  had  fettled  at  Paris,  v/here  (he  made 
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veiTcs  and  novels,  fometinies  without  writing  thcni, 
kept  a  gaming-houfe,  and  vifitcd  women  of 
quality,  who  paid  in  prefents  of  money  or  clothes 
for  the  pleafure  of  having  a  female  wit  at  their 
tables. 

Madame  Benoit  had  been  handfome  :  the  cares  of 
the  toilet,  and  the  defire  of  pleafing,  prolonged 
beyond  the  age  which  infures  their  fuccefs,  ftill 
procured  her  a  few  conquefts.  Her  eyes  canvafled 
for  them  with  fuch  ardour;  her  bofom,  always  bare, 
palpitated  fo  anxioufly  to  obtain  them;  that  it 
was  impoflible  not  to  grant  to  the  franknefs  of 
defire,  and  the  facility  of  fatisfying  it,  what  men 
beftow  at  all  times  fo  readily,  when  conftancy  is 
not  required.  Madam  Benoit's  air  of  undifguifed 
voluptuoufnefs,  was  fomething  new  to  me.  I  had 
feen  in  the  public  walks  thoie  prieftefles  of  pleafure, 
whofe  indecency  announced  theiv  profefTion  in  the 
moft  difgufling  manner ;  but  her's  was  quite  a 
different  ftyle.  I  was  no  lefs  ftruck  by  the  poetical 
incenfe  laviflied  on  her,  and  by  the  epithets  of 
the  chafte  and  virtuous  Benoit,  which  occurred  re- 
peatedly in  the  poem,  and  obliged  her  now  and  then 
to  cover  her  eyes  modeftly  with  her  fan,  while 
fome  of  the  men  rapturoufly  applauded  thofe  en- 
comiums, which  they  doubtlefs  conceived  to  be  ad- 
mirably applied.  I  recoUeded  all  that  my  reading 
had  enabled  me  to  conceive  on  the  fubjed:  of  gal- 
lantry, and  calculated  what  corruption  of  heart  and 
perverfion  of  mind  muft  be  fuperadded  by  the  man- 
ners 


(    i6o  ) 

tiers  of  the  age,  and  the  dlforders  of  the  court. 
I  faw  effeminate  men  giving  all  their  admiration 
to  flinify  verfes,  to  frivolous  talents,  and  to  the 
defire  of  feducing  every  woman  that  came  in 
their  way,  and  certainly  without  loving  them 
for  he  who  devotes  himfelf  to  the  happinefs  of  a 
beloved  objedl,  does  not  court  the  looks  of  the 
crowd.  I  experienced  a  fenfaiion  of  difguft  and 
mifanthropy  in  the  midft  of  objeds  that  fpoke  to 
my  imagination,  and  returned  to  my  folitude  in 
a  melancholy  mood.  We  never  repeated  our  vifit 
to  M.  Vafe  :  I  had  had  quite  enough  of  it  y  and 
Imbert's  kifs,  and  the  panegyric  of  Madam  Benoit, 
would  at  any  rate  have  cured  my  mother  of  all 
defire  to  take  me  there  again.  Neither  did  the 
concert  of  the  Baron  de  Back,  very  curious,  but 
frequently  rendered  very  tedious  alfo  by  the 
pretenfions  of  that  mufical  maniac,  fee  much  of 
us,  notwithftanding  the  cards  of  invitation  which 
Madam  TEpine's  politenefs  often  procured  us. 
The  fame  rcferve  was  extended  to  that  known  as 
the  concert  of  amateur Sy  which  was  numeroufly  at- 
tended. We  went  there  but  once,  attended  by 
a  M.  Boyard  de  Creufy,  who  had  amufed  himfelf 
in  compofing  new  inftrudiions  for  the  guitar, 
of  which  he  begged  my  mother's  permiffion 
to  offer  me  a  copy.  He  was  a  man  of  polite 
manners,  and  I  mention  him  here  becaufe  he  had 
the  good  fenfe  to  believe,  that  in  a  fituation  ftill 
regarded   by  the  vulgar  as  elevated,   I  fliould 

be 
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be  pieafcd  to  Tee  the  perfons  with  whom  I  had  been 
acquainted  in  m}^  youth.  He  called  on  me  in  the 
)i6tel  de  rinterieury  while  Roland  was  in  the  miniftr)^ 
and  the  reception  he  met  with  was  fuch  as  muft 
have  convinced  him,  that  I  derived  fatisfadlion  from 
the  remembrance  of  a  time,  on  which  I  have  reafon 
to  value  myfelf,  and  indeed  on  every  other  period 
of  my  hfe. 

As  to  public  places,  it  was  ftill  worfe  i  my 
mother  never  went  there  ;  and  I  was  taken  but 
once  during  her  life  to  the  Opera,  and  once  to  the 
Theatre  Francnis,  I  was  then  about  (ixteen  or  feven- 
teen.  The  Union  of  Love  and  the  Arts,  by  Floquet, 
contained  nothing  either  in  the  mufic,  or  the  drama, 
capable  of  creating  illufion,  or  of  fupporting  the 
idea  I  had  formed  of  theatrical  enchantment.  The 
coldnefs  of  the  fubjed:,  the  incoherence  of  the 
fcenes,  and  awkward  intrufions  of  the  ballets,  dif- 
pleafed  me.  I  was  iLill  more  difgulled  with  the 
drefs  of  the  dancers,  who  had  not  then  laid  afide 
their  hoops :  I  had  never  feen  any  thing  fo  abfurd. 
Accordingly  I  thought  the  critique  of  Piron  on 
the  wonders  of  the  Opera  much  fuperior  to  the 
Opera  itfelf.  At  the  Theatre  Fi-an^ais  the  play 
was  the  Ecojfoife,  which  was  not  very  well  calcu- 
lated to  inlpire  me  with  enthufiafm  for  the 
drama ;  the  performance  of  Mademoifelle  Du- 
mefnil  alone  delighted  me.  My  father  fometimes 
carried    me   to  the  theatres  of  the   Foire  St. 
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Germain  *.  Their  mediocrity  infpired  me  witk 
difgufl.  Thus  was  I  armed  againft  every  temptation? 
to  play  the  bel  efprity  precifely  as  the  Spartan  children 
were  againft  drinking,  by  feeing  the  confequences 
of  excefs.  My  imagination  received  none  of  the 
great  fliocks  which  the  fafcination  of  the  theatre 
might  have  produced,  had  I  been  prefent  at  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  fineft  pieces.  What  I  had  feen 
made  me  content  with  reading  in  my  clofet  the 
works  of  the  great  matters  of  the  drama,  and  with 
enjoying  their  beauties  at  my  leifure. 

A  young  man,  a  confiant  attendant  at  Madam 
TEpine's  concerts,  had  thought  proper  to  call 
in  her  name  at  m.y  mother's,  to  inquire  for  us, 
when  an  abfence  unufually  prolonged  could  juftify 
the  fuppolition  of  our  being  indifpofed.  A  gen- 
teel- deportment,  an  agreeable  vivacity,  a  great 
deal  of  good  fenfe,  and  above  all,  the  unfrequency 
of  his  vifits,  procured  him  his  pardon  for  the 
little  contrivance  to  get  admiffion  into  the  houfe. 
At  laft  La  Blancherie  hazarded  his  declaration. — 
But  fince  I  am  come  to  the  hiftory  of  my  fuitors^ 
I  muft  march  them  olf  en  majj'e  j  a  delicate  ex- 
-preffion,  that  may  ferve ,  as  a  date  to  my  writings, 

and 

^  The  inferior  play-lioufes  at  Paris  are  called  Theatres  foralm^ 
becaufe  they  remove  for  the  few  weeks  it  lafts  to  the  Foire  St, 
Germain,  a  fair  at  Paris  not  very  unlike  St;  Bartholomew's  at 
London.  The  reft  of  the  year  they  perform  m  neat  little 
theatres  upon  the  Bonvekrdsr-^Tranf. 
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and  recal  to  mind  tliefe  glorious  days,  when  every 
thing  is  ordered  en  majje^  in  fpite  of  the  greateft 
poflible  fubdivifion  of  will  and  incHnation. 

The  reader  cannot  have  forgotten  the  Spanifli 
coloflus,  with  hands  hke  Efau*s,  the  poHte  M. 
Mignard,  whofe  name  made  fuch  a  curious  con- 
trail with  his  face  *.  After  confefling,  of  his  own 
accord,  that  he  was  capable  of  teaching  me  nothing 
further  on  the  guitar,  he  had  begged  permifTion  to 
call  now  and  then  to  hear  me,  and  came  at  diftant 
periods,  without  being  always  fure  of  finding  us  at 
home.  Flattered  with  the  /kill  of  his  young 
fcholar,  looking  upon  it  as  his  own  work,  imagin- 
ing that  he  thence  derived  fome  fort  of  right,  or  of 
excufe,  and  giving  himfelf  out  for  a  nobleman  of 
Malaga,  whom  misfortunes  had  obliged  to  recur  to 
his  mufical  knowledge  for  fuhfiftence,  he  began  by 
lofing  his  fenfes,  and  ended  by  talking  nonfenfe  in 
order  to  juflify  his  pretenfions.  When  that  was 
done,  he  came  to  the  refolution  of  demanding  me 
in  marriage,  but  had  not  courage  enough  to 
make  his  declaration  i;i  perlbn.  The  friend  whom 
he  empowered  to  do  fo,  not  being  able  by  his  re- 
monftrances  to  divert  him  from  his  intention,  exe- 
cuted his  commiffion.  The  confequence  was,  a 
requeft  not  to  fet  his  foot  within  the  houfe  again, 
accompanied  with  thofe  civilities  which  are  due  to 
the  unfortunate.    My  father's  jokes  made  me  ac- 

^  The  word  Mignard  means  in  French  a  delicate  little  gef.- 
tleman. — Trafif, 
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quainted  with  what  had  pafTed  :  he  was  fond  of  en- 
tertaining me  with  a  relation  of  the  appHcations 
made  to  him  on  my  account  ^  and  as  he  was  a  httle 
proud  of  his  advantages,  he  did  not  fpare  the  per- 
fons  who  laid  themfeives  open  to  ridicule. 

Poor  Mozon  was  become  a  widower;  he  had 
the  wen  that  embellifh-ed  his  left  cheek  extir- 
pated y  and  had  fome  thoughts  of  fetting  up  a  one- 
horfe  chaife  :  I  was  then  fifteen,  and  he  had  beeri 
fent  for  to  perfeft  nie  in  my  dancing.  His  imagi- 
nation took  fire  ;  he  entertained  a  high  opinion  of 
his  art;  he  fliould  have  thought  it  no prefumption 
in  Marcel  *  i  one  dancing-mafter  was  as  good  as 
another,  why  then  ihould  he  not  enter  the  hfts  ? 
He  made  known  hi*  wiflies,  and  was  difmifled  like^ 
Mi  guard. 

From  the  moment  a  young  female  attains  the 
jige  that  announces  maturity,-  fwarms  of  fuitors 
come  humming  round  her,  like  bees  about  the 
newly-expanded  flower. 

Brought  up  in  the  flridlefl  manner,  and  leading, 
fo  retired  a  life,  I  could  infpire  but  one  projed  y 
but  the  repe6Vable  charafter  of  my  mother,  the* 
appearance  of  fome  fortune,  and  my  being  an  only 
child,,  might  make  that  project  a  tempting  one  io 
a  great  number  of  perfons. 

Accordingly  they  came  in  crowds ;  and  finding 
It  difficult  to  obtain  a  perfonal  introdudtion,  the 
greater  part  adopted  the  expedient  of  writing  to  my 

parents^ 
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parents.  All  letters  of  this  kind  were  brought  to 
me  by  my  father ;  and  my  firft  opinion  was  always 
grounded  upon  the  terms  in  which  they  were  con- 
ceived, without  the  leaft  regard  to  the  flatement 
they  contained  of  the  writer's  rank  and  fortune.  I 
undertook  to  make  a  rough  draught  of  the  anfwers, 
which  my  father  faithfully  tranfcri!:>ed.  I  made 
him  difmifs  my  fuitors  with  dignlt5%  without 
giving  room  for  refentment  or  for  hope.  The  youth 
of  our  quarter  palTcd  thus  in  review ;  and  in  the 
greater  number  of  inftances  I  met  with  no  difficulty 
in  getting  my  refufal  approved.  My  father 
looked  to  little  elfe  than  riches  ;  and,  as  h^ 
thought  himfelf  authorized  to  expedt  great  things, 
whoever  was  too  recently  ellablifhed,  or  v/hofe 
actual  poffeffions  or  fpeedy  hopes  of  property 
did  not  infure  confiderable  eafe  of  circumftances, 
was  fure  not  to  obtain  his  vote ;  but  when  once 
thofe  requifites  were  found,  he  was  concerned  at 
feeing  me  refufe  to  clofe  with  the  propofal.  Here 
began  to  break  out  thofe  diffenfions  between  my 
father  and  me,  which  continued  ever  after.  He 
loved  and  efteemed  commerce,  becaufe  he  re- 
garded it  as  the  fource  of  riches ;  I  detefted  and 
defpifed  it,  becaufe  [  confidered  it  as  the  foundation 
for  avarice  and  fraud. 

My  father  was  fenfible  that  I  could  not  accept 
of  an  artizan,  properly  fo  called  ;  his  vanity  would 
not  have  luffered  him  to  entertain  fuch  an  idea : 
but  he  could  not  conceive  that  the  elegant  jeweller, 
I-  3  who 
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who  touches  nothing  but  fine  things,  from  which 
he  derives  a  great  profit,  was  not  a  fuitable  match, 
efpecially  when  already  in  good  bufmefs,  and  in  a 
fair  way  to  make  a  fortune.  But  the  fpirit  of  the 
jeweller,  as  well  as  of  the  little  mercer,  whom  he 
looks  upon  as  beneath  him,  and  of  the  rich  woollen- 
draper,  who  holds  himfelf  fuperior  to  both,  ap- 
peared to  me  entirely  engroffed  by  the  lull  of  gold, 
and*  by  mercenary  calculations  and  contrivances : 
the  mind  of  fuch  a  man  mufl:  needs  be  a  fliranger  to 
the  elevated  ideas  and  refined  fentiments  by  which 
I  appreciated  exifl;ence. 

Occupied  from  my  infancy  In  confidering  the  re- 
lations of  man  in  fociety,  brought  up  in  the  ftridleft 
morality,  and  familiarized  with  the  nobleft  exam- 
ples, had  I  then  lived  with  Plutarch,  and  all  the 
other  philofophers,  to  no  better  purpofe  than  to 
conneft  myfelf  for  life  with  a  fl:iop-keeper  incapable 
of  feeing  any  thing  in  the  fame  light  as  myfelf? 

I  have  already  faid  that  my  provident  mother 
vviffied  me  to  be  as  much  at  home  in  the  kitchen  as 
in  the  'drawing-room,  and  at  market  as  in  a  public 
walk  :  after  my  return  from  the  convent,  I  ufed 
ftiil  to  accompany  her,  when  fhe  went  to  purchafe 
articles  of  houfejiold  confumption,  as  was  often  the 
cafe;  and  at  laft  fhe  would  fometimes  fend  me  on 
fuch  errands  with  a  maid.  The  butcher  with 
whom  file  dealt  lofl;  a  fecond  wife,  and  found  him^ 
felf,  while  fliill  in  the  prime  of  life,  pofiefiTed  of  a 
fortune  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns,  which  he  propofed 
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to  augment.  I  was  perfedly  ignorant  of  thefe  par- 
ticulars :  I  only  perceived  that  I  was  well  lervcd, 
and  with  abundant  civility  ;  and  was  much  furprifed 
at  feeing  this  perfonage  frequently  appear  on  a  fun- 
day  in  a  handfome  fult  of  black  and  lace  ruffles,  in 
the  fame  walk  as  ourfelves,  and  put  himfelf  in  my 
mother's  way,  to  whom  he  made  a  low  bow,  without 
accofting  her.  This  practice  continued  a  whole 
fummer.  I  fell  fick;  and  every  morning  the  butcher 
fent  to  enquire  what  we  wanted,  and  to  offer  any 
accommodation  in  his  power.  This  very  pointed 
attention  began  to  provoke  my  father's  fmiles, 
who,  wilhing  to  divert  himfelf,  introduced  to  me 
a  certain  Mademoifelie  Michon,  a  grave  church- 
going  woman,  one  day  when  flie  came  very  cere- 
monioufly  to  demand  my  hand  in  the  butcher's 
name.  *  You  know,  daughter,'  faid  he,  with  great 
gravity,  -  that  it  is  a  rule  with  me  to  lay  no  con- 
ftraint  upon  your  inclinations. — I  fhall  therefore 
only  ftate  to  you  a  propofal  in  which  you  are  prin- 
cipally concerned.'  He  then  repeated  what  Made- 
moifelie Michon  had  intimated.  J  fcrewed  up  my 
mouth,  a  little  vexed  that  my  father's  good-humour 
fhould  turn  over  to  me  the  tafk  of  giving  an 
anfwer,  which  he  ought  to  have  taken  upon  himfelf. 
*  you  know,  papa,'  faid  I,  parodying  his  mode  of 
cxpreflion,  '  that  I  confider  myfelf  as  very  happy  in 
my  prefent  fituation  ;  and  that  I  am  firmly  re- 
folved  not  to  quit  it  for  fome  years  to  come. 
You  may  take  any  fleps  in  conformity  with  this 
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refolution  that  you  think  proper :'  and  on  faying 
this  I  withdrew.—*  Why  truly/  faid  my  father, 
when  we  were  afterwards  alone,  '  this  reafon 
you  have  invented,  is  a  very  fine  one  for  keeping 
every  body  away.' — ^  I  revenged  myfeif,  papa, 
for  the  little  trick  you  played  me,  by  a  general 
anfwer  very  becoming  a  gifl  y  and  I  left  it  to 
you  to  give  a  formal  refufal :  a  tafli  which  J  ought 
not  to  take  upon  myfelf.' — '  It's  an  excellent 
evalion  ;  but  tell  me  then  who  it  is  that  will  fuit 
you  ?' — '  Tell  me,  papa,  v/hy,  in  bringing  me  up^ 
3^ou  taught  me  to  think,  and  fuffcred  me  to  con- 
trad  habits  of  ftudy  :  I  know  not  what  kind  of  man 
I  fliall  marry ,  but  it  muft  be  one  who  can  fhare 
my  fentiments,  and  to  whom  I  can  communicate 
my  thoughts.'  — '  There  are  men  in  bufinefs 
pofleffed  both  of  politenefs  and  information.' — '  Yes, 
but  not  of  the  kind  I  want :  their  politenefs  confifts 
in  a  few  phrafes  and  bows,  and  their  knowledge 
always  relates  to  the  ftrong  box,  and  would  affift 
me  but  little  in  the  education  of  my  children.' — » 
*Bat  you  might  educate  them  yourfelf.' — 'The 
tafk  would  appear  laborious,  if  not  fliared  by  the 
man  to  whom  they  would  owe  their  exiftence.'— 
*  Do  you  fuppofe  that  /'  Empereur  s  wife  is  not  happy } 
They  have  juft  retired  from  bufmefs^  are  buying 
capital  places,  keep  an  excellent  houfe,  and  re- 
ceive the  beft  company.' — '  I  am  no  judge  of  other 
people's  happinefs ;  but  my  own  afFedions  are  not 
fixed  upon  riches:  I  conceive  that  the  ftridell 
^  union 
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union  of  hearts  is  rcquifite  to  conjugal  felicity; 
nor  can  I  conned  myfelf  with  a  man  who  does 
not  refemble  ine  :  my  hufband  muft  even  be  my 
fuperior,  for  fince  both  nature  and  the  laws  give 
him  pre-eminence,  I  fliould  be  afhamcd  of  him, 
if  he  did  not  really  deferve  it.' — '  You  want  a 
counfellor,  I  fuppofe  ?  But  women  are  not  very 
happy  with  thofe  learned  gentlemen  :  they  have 
a  great  deal  of  pride,  and  very  little  money.' — 
'  iVIy  God  !   papa,  I  do  not  judge  of  a  man's 
'merit  by  his  cloth ;  nor  have  I  ever   told  you 
that  I  affed  fuch  or  fuch  a  profeflion  :  I  want 
a  man   I  can   love.' — 'But  according  to  you, 
fuch  a  man  is  not  to  be  found  in  trade  ?' — '  I 
confefs    that  I  do  not  think   it  likely.    I  have 
never  feen  a  tradefman  to  my  liking;  and  the  pro- 
feffion  it.felf  is  my  averfion.' — '  It  is,  however,  a 
very  pleafant  thing  for  a  woman  to  fit  at  her  eafe 
in  her  own  apartment,  while  her  hufband  is  car- 
rying on  a  lucrative  trade.    Now,  there's  Ma- 
dam d'Argens  :  ihe  underftands  diamonds  as  well 
as  her  hufband  :  flie  deals  with  the  brokers  in  hi^ 
abfence ;  concludes  bargains  with  private  perfons, 
and  wopld  be  able  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs,  even  if 
left  a  widow  :  their  fortune  is  already  confiderable, 
and  they  belong  to  the  company  which  has  jufl: 
bought  agnolet.    You  are  intelligent ;  and,  indeed, 
underftand  that  branch  of  bufmefs  fince  you  perufed 
the  treatife  on  precious  ftones.    You  would  infpire 
peoj)le  with  confidence  ;  you  might  do  whatever 
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you  pleafe ;  and  a  happy  life  would  you  have 
had  if  you  could  but  have  fancied  Delorme, 
Dabreuil,  or  TObligeois.' — '  Hark  ye, papa;  I  have 
too  well  perceived  that  the  only  way  to  make  a  for- 
tune in  trade,  is  by  felling  dear  what  has  been 
bought  cheap,  by  overcharging  the  cuftomer,  and 
beating  down  the  poor  workman.  I  fliould  never 
be  able  to  defcend  to  fuch  praftices,  nor  to  refpedt 
a  man  who  makes  them  his  occupation  from  morn- 
ing to  night.  It  is  my  wifli  to  be  a  virtuous  wife  ; 
t)ut  how  fhould  I  be  faithful  to  a  man  who  would 
Jiold  no  place  in  my  efteem,  even  admitting  the 
poffibiiity  of  my  marrying  fuch  a  man  P  Selling  dia- 
monds and  felling  paftry  feem  nearly  the  fame 
thing  to  me ;  except  that  the  latter  has  a  fixed 
price,  requires  lefs  deceit,  perhaps,  but  foils  the 
fingers  more.  I  like  the  one  not  in  any  degree 
better  than  the  other.' — '  Do  you  fuppofe  then 
tliere  are  no  honeft  tradefmen  ?' — •  I  will  not  ab- 
Colutely  affirm  it  j  but  I  am  perfuaded  the  number 
is  fmall and  the  few  honeft  folks  have  not  all  that 
I  require  in  a  hufband.' — 'You  are  extremely 
faftidious,  methinks ;  but  if  you  do  not  find  the 
idol  of  your  imagination  ?' — '  I  will  die  a  maid. 
. — '  That  would  be  a  harder  tafk  perhaps,  than  you 
imagine.  You  have  time  enough,  to  be  fure,  to 
think  of  it :  but  ennm  will  come  at  laft ,  the 
crowd  will  be  gone  by;  and  you  know  the 
fable!'— 'Oh  !  I  would  take  my  revenge  by  de- 
fcrving  happinefs   from  the  very  injuftice  that 
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would  deprive  me  of  it.' — ^  Now  you  are  in  the 

clouds  again  !  It  is  very  pleafant  to  foar  to  fuch  a 
height ;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  keep  the  elevation  :  do 
not  forget,  however,  that  I  ihould  like  to  have  grand- 
children before  I  am  too  far  advanced  in  years.' 

I  fhould  like  to  prefent  you  with  fome,  faid  I  to 
niyfelf,  when  my  father  put  an  end  to  the  dialogue, 
by  withdrawing;  but  moft  certainly  I  never  (li all 
have  any,  unlefs  by  a  hufband  to  my  mind.  I 
experienced  a  flight  fenfation  of  melancholy,  when, 
on  cafting  my  eyes  about  me,  I  could  perceive 
nothing  that  was  fuitable  to  my  talle ;  but  the 
fenfation  foon  fubfided.  I  was  fenfible  of  my  pre- 
fent comforts,  and  hope  threw  its  enlivening  beams 
on  the  time  to  come.  It  was  the  plenitude  of 
happinefs  overflowing  its  banks,  and  clearing  away 
^very  thing  unpleafant  from  my  future  profped. 

'  Shall  I  fuit  you  this  time,  Mademoifelle  ^  faid 
my  father  one  day,  with  affected  gravity,  and  the 
look  of  fatisfa6i:ion  which  was  vifible  upon  every 
new  demand,  '  Read  that  letter.'  It  was  very 
well  written  as  to  imagery  and  ftyle,  and  brought 
the  blood  into  my  cheeks.  Mr.  Morizot  de  Ro- 
Z^in  exprefled  himfelf  handfomcly  enough,  but 
did  not  forget  to  remark  that  his  name  was  to  be 
found  among  the  nobles  of  his  province.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  coxcomical  and  injudicious,  to  make 
a  parade  of  an  advantage  which  he  knew  me  not  to 
pofTefs,  and  of  which  he  had  no  right  to  fuppofe 
me  ambitious.    '  We  h^ive  here,'  faid  I,  fliaking 
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my  head,  ^  no  great  caufe  for  confideration  :  it 
may  be  worth  while,  however,  to  hear  what  the 
gentleman  has  to  fay  for  himfelf ;  a  letter  or  two 
more,  and  I  fhall  be  able  to  found  the  depth  of  his 
pretenfions.    I  will  go  and  draw  up  an  anfwer/  i 
When  writing  was  the  queftion,  my  father  was  as 
tradable  as  a  child,  and  fat  down  to  copy  without  ! 
reluctance.    I  was  much  diverted  at  the  idea  of 
ading  the  papa ;  and  dlfcufled  my  own  interefts 
with  all  the  gravity  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  and  in 
a  ftyle  of  prudence  truly  parental.    No  lefs  than 
three  explanatory  letters  came  from  Mr.  de  Ro- 
zain,  which  I  preferved  for  a  long  time,  becaufe  i 
they  were  extremely  well  written.    They  proved 
to  me  that  powers  of  mind  did  not,  fufEce,  unlefs  i 
accompanied  by  fuperior  judgment,  and  a  foul,  ] 
which  nothing  can  fupply  the  want  of,  or  defcribe, 
but  which  is  recognized  at  the  firft  glance.  Be- 
fides,  Rozain  had  nothing  but  the  title  of  advo- 
cate -y  my  prefent  fortune  was  not  enough  for  two ; 
nor  were  his  qualities  fuch  as  to  create  a  defire  of 
furmounting  that  obftacle,  , ;! 

In  announcing  the  rifing  en  majfe  of  my  fuitors,  % 
I  did  not  promife  to  name  them  all,  and  I  fhall  be  ^1 
readily  excufed.  I  only  wifh  to  (how  the  fingu^  fl| 
larity  of  a  fituation,  which  procured  me  offers  .fl 
from  a  great  many  perfons,  whofe  very  faces  I  was  H 
not  always  acquainted  with,  and  \v\  which  the  ex*  fl| 
^mination  of  reafons  and  appearances  was  left  to 
inyfelf.    I  often,  indeed,  perceived  new  faces  ob*  "H 
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fcrving  or  following  me  at  church,  or  in  the  pub- 
lic walks,  and  ufed  to  fay  to  myfelf,  '  I  fhall  foon 
have  an  anfwer  to  write  for  my  father.'    But  I ' 
never  favv  a  figure  that  furprifed  or  fafcinated  me. 

I  have  already  faid  that  La  Blancherie  had  wit 
enough  to  make  his  way  into  our  houfe,  and  to 
underftand,  that,  before  he  declared  himfelf,  it  was 
neceffary  to  gain  my  good  opinion.  Though  ftill 
very  young,  he  had  already  travelled,  had  read  a 
great  deal,  and  had  even  tried  his  fortune  as  an 
author.  His  work  was  not  good  for  much ;  but  it 
contained  morality  in  abundance,  and  fome  ideas 
that  were  not  amifs.  He  had  intitled  it,  Abjira5t 
cf  my  travels ,  intended  to  ferve  as  a  School  for  Fathers 
and  Mothers  :  this,  as  my  readers  will  perceive,  was 
not  very  raodeft;  but  one  could  hardly  help  for- 
giving him;  for  he  fupported  himfelf  by  very 
refpedtable  philofophical  authorities,  quoted  them 
happily,  and  inveighed  with  all  the  indignation  of 
an  honeft  heart,  againfl:  the  coldnefs  and  negli- 
gence of  parents,  too  frequently  the  caufe  of  the 
deftrudlive  irregularities  of  youth.  La  Blancherie, 
diminutive,  brown,  and  ordinary,  had  no  hold 
on  my  imagination ;  but  I  did  not  diflike  his 
mind,  and  thought  I  could  perceive  that  he  had  a 
great  liking  for  my  perfon.  One  evening,  return- 
ing with  my  mother  from  a  vifit  to  our  old  rela- 
tions, we  found  my  father  in  a  thoughtful  mood. 
*  I  have  news  for  you,*  faid  he,  fmiling,  '  La 
Blancherie  is  juft  gone  away  after  palTing  more 
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than  two  hours  with  me;  he  has  told  me  A 
fecret ;  and  as  it  concerns  you,  Mademoifelle,  you 
tnuft  be  let  into  it.'  (The  confequence  was  not 
ftridtly  neceflary,  but  it  was  cuftomary  with 
my  father  to  infer  it.)  '  He  is  in  love  with  her, 
and  has  propofed  himfelf  for  my  fon-in-law ;  but 
he  has  no  fortune,  and  it  would  be  a  folly,  as  I 
have  given  him  to  undcrftand.  He  is  preparing 
for  the  bar,  and  means  to  purchafe  a  place  in  the 
magiftracy;  but  what  he  has  - to  expedt  from  his 
family,  being  too  little  for  the  purpofe,  he  has 
been  thinking,  that  if  we  hke  the  match,  his  wife's 
fortune  would  fupply  the  deficiency,  and  that  as 
our  girl  is  an  only  child,  they  mighe  live  with  us 
for  tbe  firft  two  or  three  years.  He  has  been  fay- 
ing a  great  number  of  fine  things  upon  the  fubjed, 
which  may  be  very  fatisfadory  to  a  youthful  fancy; 
but  prudent  parents  require  fomething  more  folid. 
Let  him  fet  up  an  office,  or  buy  a  place  ;  let  him, 
in  fliort,  follow  his  profeffion  :  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  talk  of  marriage  afterwards ;  but  to  be- 
gin by  marrying,  would  be  abfurd  in  the  extreme. 
Befides,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  inquire  into  his 
charader ;  though  that  indeed  might  be  eafily 
done.  I  had  rather  he  were  not  noble,  and  that 
he  had  forty  thoufand  good  crowns  in  his  purfe. 
He  is  a  good  young  man ;  we  had  a  great  deal 
of  talk  together ;  and  though  he  was  a  little  hurt 
by  my  arguments,  he  liftened  to  me  with  pa- 
tience.   At  laft  he  requefced  me  not  to  fhut  my 
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door  againft  him,  and  urged  his  prayer  with  io 
good  a  grace,  that  I  confeiited,  upon  condition  of 
his  not  coming  more  frequently  than  before.  I 
told  him  that  I  would  not  fay  a  word  to  you ;  but 
as  I  know  your  difcretion,  I  never  like  to  keep  you 
in  the  dark/ — A  few  queftions  from  my  mother, 
and  fome  prudent  reflediions  concerning  the  many 
things  to  be  confidered  before  we  form  an  affec- 
tion, faved  me  the  trouble  of  anfwering ;  but  my 
thoughts  were  bufily  employed. 

Though  my  f^ither's  calculations  were  well 
founded,  there  Was  nothing  unreafonable  in  tlie 
young  man's  propofal ;  and  I  felt  difpofed  to  fee 
him,  and  to  ftudy  his  difpofition  with  additional  in- 
tereft  and  curiofity.  My  opportunities  were  few  : 
at  the  end  of  fome  months  La  Blancherie  fet  off 
for  Orleans,  and  I  faw  no  more  of  him  till  two 
years  after.  In  the  mean  time  I  was  very  near 
marrying  Gardanne,  the  phyfician;  a  match  re- 
commended by  one  of  our  relations.  Madam 
Defportes,  a  native  of  Provence,  had  married  a 
tradefman  at  Paris ;  and  having  been  left  a  widow 
with  an  only  daughter,  at  a  very  early  age,  had 
continued  to  deal  in  jewels,  the  bufinefs  which  my 
father  thought  fo  verj^  agreeable.  Sound  fenfe, 
civility,  good  breeding,  and  a  great  deal  of  ad- 
drefs,  procured  her  general  efteem:  any  one,  in- 
deed, would  have  fuppofcd  that  (lie  carried  on  her 
trade  merely  to  oblige  her  cuftomers.  Without 
^oing  out  of  her  apartment,  which  was  neatly  fur- 

nifhed. 


(    176  ) 

nlrtied,  and  in  which  flie  received  a  very  refpecft- 
able  fociety,  compofed  in  part  of  the  very  perfons 
who  fatisfied  their  wants  or  their  luxury  by  pur- 
chafing  her  goods,  fhe  maintained  herfelf  in  eafy 
circumftanceSj  without  increafing  or  diminifliing 
the  little  fortune  fhe  polTeffed.  Being  far  advanced 
in  years,  fhe  needed  the  afliftance  of  her  daughter,- 
who,  out  of  filial  affedion,  rejeded  all  offers  of 
marriage,  that  her  intimate  union  with  her  mother 
might  not  be  difturbed. 

Gardanne  was  a  countryman  df  Madam  Def* 
portcs.  Natural  good  fenfe,  that  lively ^  difpofi- 
tion  fo  common  among  the  natives  of  the  fouth^ 
an  excellent  education,  and  an  extreme  delire  to 
get  on,  promifed  the  young  doctor  fuccefs  in  a 
career,  already  aufpicioufly  begun.  Madam  Def- 
portes,  who  received  him  with  that  patronizing 
kindnefs  which  became  her  age  and  charader,  and 
which  file  had  the  art  of  rendering  agreeable,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  giving  him  her  young  coufm  fof 
a  wife  y  but  death  overtook  her  while  intent  upon 
this  projcd,  which  her  daughter  refolved  to  exc-- 
cute.  ■ 

Gardanne  both  defired  and  feared  the  connec- 
tion. In  confidering  the  advantages  and  incon- 
veniences of  becoming  a  BenediB^  he  did  not,  like 
my  romantic  brain,  attend  to  perfonal  qualities 
alone:  he  calculated  every  thing.  My  fortune  was 
only  twenty  thoufand  livres  *  5  but  the  fmallnefs  of 
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his  fum  was  cotiipenfated  by  confiderable  expecfta- 
ons.  The  pecuniary  arrangements  were  made 
before  I  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter,  and  the 
bargain  abfolutely  concluded,  when  1  firtl  heard  that 
a  phyfician  had  entered  the  lifts.  The  profefTion 
did  not  difpleafe  me ;  it  promifed  an  enlightened 
mind  :  but  it  was  neceflary  to  become  acquainted 
with  his  perfon.  A  walk  in  the  Luxemburg  gardens 
was  propofed  ;  we  were  to  be  overtaken  by  the  rain ; 
and  the  rain  came,  or  at  Icaft  was  apprehended. 
We  ran  for  fhelter  to  the  houfe  of  a  Mademoifelle 
de  la  Barre,  a  rigid  Janfenift,  and  a  friend  of 
Madam  Defportes,  who  was  overjoyed  at  the  cir- 
cumftance,  and  offered  us  refrediments,  which  we 
were  taking,  when  her  phyfician  came  with  his 
countrywoman  in  the  very  momicnt  to  pay  her  a 
vifit. 

A  minute  furvey  took  place  on  both  fides, 
without  any  appearance,  on  my  part,  of  being  fo 
employed,  but  at  the  fame  time  without  my  fuffer- 
ing  any  thing  to  efcape  me.  My  coulin  affumed 
an  air  of  triumph,  as  if  flie  would  have  faid,  '  I 
did  not  tell  ycu  fhe  was  handlbme:  but  whiat  do 
you  think  of  her  ?'  My  good  mother  looked  kind 
and  penfive;  Mademoifelle  de  la  Barre  was  equally 
prolufe  of  her  wit  and  her  confectionary;  the  phy- 
fician chattered  away,  and  made  great  havoc  among 
the  fugar-plums,  faying,  with  a  fort  of  gallantry, 
that  favoured  a  little  of  the  fchool-boy,  that  he  was 
very  fond  of  every  thing  fweet ;  upon  which  the 
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young  lady  obferved  with  a  foft  voice,  a  blujli, 
and  a  half  fmile,  that  the  men  were  accufed  of 
loving  fweet  things,  becaufe  it  was  neceffary  to 
make  ufe  of  great  fweetncfs  in  dealing  with  them. 
The  cunning  do6tor  w^as  quite  tickled  with  the 
epigram.  My  father  would  willingly  have  given 
us  his  benedidion,  and  was  fo  polite,  that  I  was  out 
of  all  patience  with  him.  The  do6]:or  retired  firft 
to  pay  his  evening  vifits  j  we  returned  as  we  came ; 
and  this  v/as  called  an  interview,  Mademoifelle  Def- 
portes,  a  ftridc  obferver  of  pun6liiios,  had  fo  ordered 
it,  becaufe  forfooth  a  man  who  has  vievv's  of  mar- 
riage ought  never  to  fet  his  foot  in  a  private  houfe, 
where  there  is  a  daughter,  until  his  propofals  are 
accepted  j  but  when  once  that  is  done,  the  mar- 
riage articles  are  diredlly  to  be  drawn  up,  and  the 
tonfummatibn  is  to  follow  immediately.  This  is 
the  law^  and  the  prophets.  A  phyfician  in  the  ha- 
biliments of  his  profeffion,  is  never  a  pleafing 
objedt  to  a  young  woman^  nor  could  I  indeed,  at  any 
period  of  life,  figure  to  myfelf  fuch  a  thing  as  love 
in  a  periwig.  Gardanne  with  his  three  tails,  his 
phyfical  look,  his  fouthern  accent,  and  his  black 
eye^  brows,  feemed  much  more  likely  to  allay  than 
to  excite  a  fever.  But  this  I  felt  without  making 
the  refieclion :  my  ideas  of  marriage  were  fo  ferious, 
that  I  could  not  perceive  any  thing  laughable  in  his 
propofals. — '  Well,'  faid  my  good  mother  to  me,  in 
a  tone  of  tender  inquiry,  '  what  think  you  of  this 
man  ?  Will  he  fuit  you  ?' — '  My  dear  mamma,  it  is 
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impofTible  yet  for  me  to  tell.' — '  But  you  can  cer- 
tainly tell  whether  he  has  infpired  you  with  dif- 
iil^e.' — '  Neither  diflike  nor  inclination  : .  which  of 
the  two  may  come  hereafter,  I  cannot  fay.' — '  We 
ought  to  know  however  what  anf^'er  to  give  in  cafe 
a  propofal  fliould  be  made  in  form.' — '  Is  the 
anfwer  to  be  binding  ?' — '  AfTuredly,  if  we  pafs  our 
word  to  a  decent  man,  we  muft  adhere  to  it/ — 
'  And  if  I  rtiould  not  like  him  ?' — '  A  reafonable 
young  woman,  not  actuated  by  caprice,  after  having 
once  maturely  weighed  the  motives  that  determine 
her  in  fo  important  a  refolution,  will  never  change 
her  mind.' — '  I  am  to  decide  then  upon  the  (Irength 
of  a  fmgle  interview.' — '  Not  exaclly  that;  the  in- 
timacy of  M.  de  Gardanne  with  our  family  enables 
us  to  judge  of  his  condud:  and  way  of  life,,  and  by 
means  of  a  little  inquiry  we  (liall  eafily  come  at  a 
knowledge  of  his  difpolition.    Thefe  are  the  prin- 
cipal points  to  found  a,  determination  upon  ;  the 
liglit  of  the  peifon  is  a  matter  of  much  lefs 
mom.ent.' — *  Ah  mamma  !   I  am  in  no  hafte  to 
be  manied.' — '  I  believe  it,  daughter  j  but  you 
muft  fettle  yourfelf  in  the  world  fome  time  or  other; 
and  you  have  now  attained  the  proper  age.  You 
^have  refufed   many  otlers  from  tradefmen ;  and 
they  arc;  the  people  from  whom  your  fituation 
makes  offers  the  moft  likely  to  come  :  you  feem 
determined  never  to  marry  a  man^in  bufinefs : 
the  match  at  prefent  m  queftion  is  fuitable  in  every 
external  point  of  view. — Take  care  then  not  to 
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rejeft  it  too  lightly.* — '  It  appears  to  me  there 
is  time  enough  to  think  about  it ;  M.  Gardanne 
has,  perhaps,  made  no  decifion  himfelf;  for  it 
is  certain  that  he  never  faw  me  before.' — '  True ; 
but  if  that  be  your  only  excufe,  it  is  pofFible  it 
may  not  be  of  long  duration  :  I  do  not,  however, 
require  an  immediate  anfwer.  Revolve  the  matter 
in  your  mind,  and  two  days  hence  let  me  know  what 
you  think  about  it.'  On  faying  this,  my  mother 
kifled  my  forehead,  and  withdrew. 

Reafon  and  nature  concur  fo  well  in  purfuading 
a  pmdent  and  modeft  young  woman  that  fhe  ought 
to  marry,  that  all  deliberation  upon  the  fubjed: 
is  neceffarily  confined  to  the  choice  of  a  mate. 
Now,  as  to  this  choice,  the  arguments  of  my 
mother  were  by  no  means  deftitute  oF  force,  I 
confidered,  befides,  that  my  provifional  acceptance, 
however  it  might  be  conftrued,  could  never  amount 
to  a  pofitive  engagement ;  and  that  it  would  be 
abfurd  to  luppofe  me  under  contrad:,  becaufe  I 
might  confent  to  fee  the  perfon  propofed  at  my 
father's  houfe.  I  was  fenfible  too,  if  I  ihculd 
diflike  him,  no  confideration  upon  earth  could  in- 
duce me  to  accept  his  hand.  I  determined  then, 
within  myfelf,  not  to  fay  no,  but  to  wait  till  we 
fliould  become  better  acquainted. 

We  were  juft  on  the  point  of  fetting  off  for 
the  country,  where  we  w^ere  to  pafs  a  fortnight.  I 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  delay  our  jour- 
ney in  expedation  of  a  fuitor,  and  my  mother  was 
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of  the  fame  opinion ;  but  when  we  were  on  the  eve  of 
our  departure,  Mademoifelle  de  la  Barre  came  in 
great  form  to  demand  my  hand  in  the  doftor^'s 
name.  My  parents  anfwered  in  the  general  terms 
that  people  employ  when  they  wiih  it  to  be  under- 
flood  that  their  confent  will  depend  upon  further 
confideration.  Permiflion,  however,  was  afked,  and 
granted,  for  the  lover  to  pay  his  refpecfts  in  perfon^ 
Mademoifeile  Dcfportes,  with  her  ufual  formality, 
concluded  it  was  her  bufmefs  to  be  his  con- 
du(flor;  and  a  family  collation^  at  which  Mademoi- 
feile de  la  Barre  and  one  of  my  female  relations 
'were  prefent,  ferved  to  celebrate  the  gentleman's 
ceremonious  entry  into  my  father's  houfe.  The 
next  day  we  fet  off  for  the  country,  on  purpofe  to 
pafs  there  the  precife  time  neceflary  for  inquiries. 
The  fecond  interview  made  no  greater  imprefTion 
upon  me  than  the  firft,  but  I  thought  I  could  per- 
ceive that  Gardanne  was  a  fenfible  man,  with 
whom  a  rational  woman  might  live  upon  good 
terms  5  and,  like  an  unexperienced  girl,  I  con- 
cluded that  wlien  once  it  was  poffible  to  reafoa 
and  underfland  one  another,  a  fufficient  provifion 
was  made  for  matrimonial  blifs. 

My  mother  was  afraid  that  he  fliowed  figns  of 
an  imperious  difpofition  an  idea  that  never  came 
into  my  mind  :  accuftomed  to  watch  over  myfelf,  to 
regulate  my  afFedlions,  and  to  keep  my  imagina- 
tion within  bounds,  and  imprefTed  with  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  the  rigour  and  fublimity  of  the  duties  of  a 
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wife,  I  could  not  underftand  what  difference  a  dlf- 
pofition,  a  little  more  or  a  little  lefs  indulgent, 
could  make  to  me,  nor  what  more  could  be  required 
of  me  than  I  required  of  myfelf.  I  reafoned  like  a  phi- 
lofopher  who  calculates,  or  like  a  reclufe  equally  a 
ftranger  to  the  pafTions,  and  to  mankind.  I  took  my 
tranquil,  affeclionate,  generous,  and  candid  heart, 
as  a  common  meafure  of  the  moral  qualities  of 
my  fpecies.    I  continued  a  long  while  to  be  guilty 
of  that  fault.    It  was  the  only  fource  of  my  errors. 
I  haften  to  point  it  out  :  it  is  giving  beforehand 
the  key  of  vny  fcrutoire.    I  carried  with  me  into 
the.  country  a  fort  of  inquietude  :  it  was  not  that 
gentle  agitation  with, which  the  beauties  of  nature 
ufually  infpired  me,  and  which  rendered  its  charms 
ftill  more  grateful  to  my  feelings.    I  found  myfelf 
upon  the  eve  of  a  new  exiftence  :  I  was  going,  per- 
haps, to  quit  my  excellent  mother,  my  darling 
ftudies,  my  beloved  retirement,  and  a  fort  of  inde- 
pendence, for  a  ftate  which  I  could  not  well  define, 
and  w4iich  would  impofe  on  me  the  mod  im- 
portant obligations.    1  thought  it  an  honour  to 
have  them  to  difcharge,  and  was  proud  of  being 
able  to  undertake  them ;  but  the  profpeft  was , 
clouded,  and  I  experienced  all  the  hopes  and  fears 
of  incertitude.    Mademoifelle  Defportes  had  made 
me  promife   to  write  to  her;  and  I  kept  my 
word  :  but,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  I  heard  flie 
was  veiy  much  afflidled.    My  father,  who  did 
eveiy  thing  by  rule,  would  never  have  believed 
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that  he  had  married  his  daughter  properly,  and 
fulfilled  the  duty  of  a  parent,  if  he  had  not  made 
his  cuftomary  inquiries  in  due  form.  Gardanne 
had  been  introduced  by  one  of  our  relations,  who 
knew  his  family,  and  was  intimate  with  himfelf. 
All  pofiible  information  had  been  afforded,  but  it 
did  not  fignify ;  my  father  had  written  to  three  or 
four  perfons  in  Provence,  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  bufmefs,  to  inquire  into  the  moft  minute  par- 
ticulars of  the  doctor's  family  and  habits.  Dur- 
ing our  ab fence,  his  vigilance  did  not  even  ftop 
there  :  he  employed  a  variety  of  little  manoeuvres, 
in  order  to  learn  from  fervants  and  tradefmen, 
^  the  temper  and  way  of  hfe  of  his  future  fon-in-law. 
Nor  was  that  all ;  he  went  to  pay  him  a  vifit  ^  and, 
with  an  addrefs  equal  to  that  which  he  had  made 
ufe  of  in  his  inquiries,  when  he  let  every  body  fee 
why  he  was  miaking  them,  he  affedled  to  be  very 
well  informed.  He  mentioned  to  Gardanne  in  an 
awkward  way,  and  as  a  man  whom  he  ought  to 
refpedV,  one  of  his  countrymen  with  whom  he  was 
at  variance,  and  added  premature  advice  to  his  re- 
marks in  the  authoritative  tone  of  a  father.  Gar- 
danne received  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  letters 
from  the  country,  rallying  him  upon  the  inquiries 
to  which  he  gave  occafion,  intelligence  of  the  in- 
quifition  carrying  on  concerning  his  private  affairs, 
and  the  pedagogical  exhortation  of  his  intended 
father-in-law.    Diftreffed,  vexed,  and  irritated,  he  . 

M  4  went 


(    i84  ) 

went  to  Mademolfelle  Defportes,  and  complained, 
with  all  the  warmth  of  a  native  of  the  fouth,  of 
the  ftrange  conduft  of  a  man,  whofe  amiable 
daughter  had  no  other  fault  than  that  of  having  fo 
fingular  a  father.  Mademoifelle  Defportes,  fiery, 
as  well  as  hlmfelf,  and  full  of  pride,  was  much 
difpleafed  at  his  being  fo  little  in  love  with  her 
coufm  as  to  complain  of  trifles  like  thefe,  and 
gave  him  a  very  indifferent  reception.  The 
very  moment  thefe  circumftances  came  to  my 
knowledge,  I  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
putting  an  end  to  my  incertitude ;  and  wrote  to 
fay,  that  on  my  return,  I  hoped  to  fee  no  more  of 
my  phyfical  fuitor.  Such  was  the  denouement  of  a 
marriage  which  it  was  intended  to  hurry  on  with 
fo  much  fpeed,  that  Gardanne  expedled  to  con- 
clude the  bufmefs  in  a  week  after  my  return.  I 
congratulated  myfelf  on  efcaping  ties,  that  my 
friends  would  fain  have  drawn  clofely  in  fo  fud- 
den  a  manner ;  my  mother,  alarmed  at  the  doc- 
tor's warm.th  of  temper,  felt  as  if  delivered  from 
fome  dreadful  danger,  though  grieving  a  little  on 
other  accounts ;  my  father  endeavoured  to  conceal 
hi^  fliame  and  difappointment  tinder  the  veil  of 
lordly  dignity ;  and  my  coufin  preferved  hers  by 
forbidding  the  dodor  to  fet  his  foot  in  her  houfe. 
Five  years  after  Mademoifelle  de  la  Barre  told 
her,  that  this  marriage  was  written  in  heaven;  that' 
her  friend  kept  himfelf  free  from  all  other  engage- 
ments y 
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ments ;  and  that  the  hand  of  Providence  was  pre- 
paring to  bring  us  together,  by  means  infcmtable 
to  human  eyes. 

What  an  excellent  prophecy  !  It  was  as  good  as 
Ninon's  billet  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Challre. 

My  mother's  health  began  infenfibly  to  decline. 
She  had  had  a  flroke  of  the  palfy,  which  was 
reprefented  to  me  as  the  rheumatifm,  a  pious 
fraud,  in  which,  without  flattering  herfelf.  fhe  wil- 
lingly joined,  in  order  to  prevent  my  taking  any 
alarm.  Serious  and  taciturn,  flie  every  day  loft  a 
portion  of  her  vivacity  j  was  fond  of  fecluding 
herfelf  from  the  world ;  and  obliged  me,  fome- 
times,  to  go  out  with  the  maid,  refufing  to  quit 
her  apartment.  She  often  talked  of  my  chang- 
ing my  condition,  and  lamented  I  could  not  pre- 
vail on  myfelf  to  clofe  with  any  of  the  offers 
that  were  made  me.  One  day  in  particular,  flie 
urged  me,  with  melancholy  earneftnefs,  to  accept 
an  honeft  jeweller  who  had  demanded  nty  hand  : 
*  He  has  in  his  favour,'  faid  flie,  '  great  reputa- 
tion for  integrity,  habits  of  fobriety,^and  mildnefs 
of  difpofition,  with  an  eafy  fortune,  which  may 
become  brilliant ;  and  that  circumftance  makes 
part  of  the  merit  of  a  man,  who  is  not  re- 
markable for  his  perfonal  advantages.  He  knows 
that  yours  is  not  a  common  mind,  profeflTes  great 
efteem  for  you,  will  be  proud  of  following  your 
advice,  and  lays  already,  that  he  would  not  object  to 
his  wife's  fuckljng  her  children.    You  might  lead 
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him  any  way  you  like.' — 'Why,  mamma,  I  da 
not  want  a  hufband  who  is  to  be  led  ;  he  would  be 
too  cumberfomc  a  child  for  me.' — '  Do  3^ou  know 
that  you  are  a  very  whimfjcal  girl  ?  for  after  all 
you  would  not  like  a  mafter.' — '  My  dear  mother, 
let  us  underftand  one  another :  1  (liould  not  like  a 
man  to  give  himfelf  airs  of  authority  :  he  would 
only  teach  me  to  refift ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  I 
fhould  not  like  a  hufband  whom  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  govern.    Either  I  am  much  miftaken,  or 
thofe  beings  five  foot  and  a  half  high,  with  beards 
upon  their  chins,  feldom  fail  to  make  us  perceive  ^ 
that  they  are  the  ftronger.    Now  if  the  good  man 
fliould  tiiink  proper  to  remind  me  of  that  fupe-  , 
riority,  he  would  provoke  me ;  and  if  he  fhould 
fubmit  to  be  governed,  I  fhould  bealhamed  of  my 
own  power.' — *  I  underftand  you  ;  you  would  like  a  ] 
man  to  think  himfelf  the  mafter,  while  obeying  j 
you  in  every  thing.' — '  No,  it  is  not  that  either:! 
I  hate  fervitude,  but  I  do  not  think  myfelf  made  1 
for  empire;  it  would  only  embarrafs  me;  my  rea-1 
fon  finds  it  quite  enough  to  take  care  of  myfelf.J 
I  fhould  wiQi  to  g:.in  the  affedVions  of  a  man  foj 
completely  worthy  of  my  efleem,  that  I  might  be 3 
proud  of  my-complaifance;  of  a  man  who  would! 
make  his  happinefs  confifl:  in  contributing  to  mine,  • 
in   the  way  that  his  good  fenfe   and  afTection 
might  think  m.eet.' — *  Happinefs,  daughter,  does, 
not  always  confiH:   in  that   perfe(5l  conformity^ 
pf    ideas   and   afFedions   which   you  imagine;, 
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if  without  that  it  could  not  cxtft,  there  would  be 
hardly  any  fuch  thing  as  a  happy  couple' — *  Nei- 
ther do  I  know  any  whofe  happlncfs  I   envy.' — 
*  Perhaps  fo ;  but  ftill  among  tliofe  matches  you 
do  not  envy,  there  may  be  many  preferable  to 
always  living  fingle.    I  may  be  called  out  of  the 
world  fooner  than  you  imagine ;  you  would  re- 
main with  your  father ;  he  is  ftill  young,  and  you 
cannot  imagine  all  the  difagreeable  things  t;hat  my 
fondnefs   for  you  mal^s  me  fear.    How  happy 
ihould  I  be,  if  I  could  but  leave  you  united  to 
an  honed  man,  when  I  depart  from  this  world.' 
Thefe  laft  ideas  afflldied  me  beyond  meafure  :  my 
mother  feemed  to  lift  up  the  veil  that  concealed  a 
fad  and  dreadful  futurity,  which  I  did  not  even 
apprehend.    1  had  never  thought  of  lofing  her; 
and  the  mere  idea  of  fuch  an  event,  which  fhe  fpoke 
of  as  approaching,  ftruck  me  with  terror ;  a  cold 
fliivering  feized  my  whole  frame ;  I  gazed  upon 
her  with  wild   and  eager  eyes,  from   which  her 
fmiles  drew  forth  a  flood  of  tears.    '  What  !  you 
are  alarmed  ?  as  if,  in  taking  our  refolutions,  we 
ought  not  to  calculate  all  poffible  chances.    I  am 
not  ill,  though  at  a  critical  time  of  life,  of  which 
the  revolutions  frequently  prove  fatal ;  but  it  is  in 
health  that  we  ought  to  provide  againft  ficknefs, 
and  the  prefent  occafion  makes  it  peculiarly  necef- 
fary.    An  honefc  and  worthy  man  offers  you  his 
hand  ;  you  are  turned  of  twenty,  and  will  no  longer 
fee  fo  many  fuitors  as  have  tendered  you  their 
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homage  during  the  Jail  five  years.  I  may  be 
fnatched  away — do  not  then  rejed:  a  hufband,  who 
has  not,  it  is  true,  the  delicacy  on  which  you  fet 
fo  great  a  value  (a  quaUty  very  rare,  even  where  we 
look  for  it  the  moft)  ;  but  he  is  a  man  who  will  love 
you,  and  with  whom  you  may  be  happy.'— ^  Yes, 
mamma,'  cried  I  with  a  deep  figh,  *  happy  as  you 
have  been  My  mother  was  difconcerted,  and 
made  me  no  reply,  nor  from  that  moment  did  flue 
ever  open  her  lips  to  me  about  that  or  any  other 
match,  at  lead  in  a  preffing  manner.  The  remark 
had  efcaped  me,  as  the  expreffion  of  an  acute  feel- 
ing efcapes  us  when  we  have  not  taken  time  to 
refled; :  the  effedt  it  produced  convi:nced  me  that  it 
w^as  too  true. 

A  ftranger  might  have  perceived  at  the  firfh 
glance  the  great  difference  between  my  father  and 
mother  :  but  who  could  feel  like  me  all  the  cx-r 
cellence  of  the  latter  ?  I  had  not,  however,  fully 
calculated  all  fhe  muft  have  had  to  fuffer.  Ac- 
cuftomed  from  my  infancy  to  fee  the  moft  profound 
peace  prevail  in  the  houfe^  I  could  not  judge  of 
the  painful  efibrts  it  might  coft  to  maintain  it.  My 
father  loved  his  wife,  and  was  tenderly  fond  of 
me.  .  Never — I  will  not  fay  a  reproach — but  never 
did  even  a  look  of  difcontent  break  in  upon  the' 
good  humour  of  my  mother.  When  (he  was  not 
of  her  hufband's  opinion,  and  could  not  prevail 
lipon  him  to  modify  it,  flie  appeared  to  pafs  fen- 
tence  upon  her  own  without  the  fmallefl  reludanee. 
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It  was  only  during  the  latter  years  of  her  life,  that, 
feeling  myfelf  hurt  by  my  father's  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  I  fometimes  took  the  liberty  to  interfere  in 
the  difcufTion  :  by  degrees  I  gained  a  certain  fort 
of  afcendance,  and  availed  myfelf  of  it  with  con- 
fiderable  freedom.    Whether  it  was  the  novelty  of 
my  enterprife  that  confounded  him,  or  whether  it 
was  weaknefs,  I  know  not,  but  my  father  yielded 
to  me  more  readily  than  to  his  wife ;  I  always  ex- 
erted my  influence  in  her  defence.;  and  might  not 
unaptly  have  been  termed  my  mother's  watch-dog. 
It  was  no  longer  fafe  to  moleft  her  in  my  prefence — 
either  by  barking,  or  by  pulling  the  fKirt  of  the 
coat,  or  by  fliewingmy  teeth  in  good  earnefl,  I  was 
fare  to  make  the  affailant  let  go  his  hold.    It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that,  being  no  lefs  referved  than 
my  mother  in  regard  to  her  hufband,  I  never  faid  a 
word  to  her  in  private,  and  out  of  his  hearing,  that 
was  not  confident  with  filial  refped.    I  employed 
in  her  defence  the  force,  I  will  fay  even  the  authority 
of  reafon,  when  addrefs  did  not  fuffice;  but  when 
vve  were  alone  1  fliould  not  have  dared  to  utter  a 
word  relative  to  what  had  pafFed.    For  her  fake  I 
could  enter  the  lifts  even  againft  her  hufband  ;  but 
that  hufband,  v/hen  abfent,  was  no  longer  any  thing 
but  my  father,  about  whom  we  were  both  filcnt,  un- 
lefs  when  any  thing  could  be  faid  in  his  praife.  I 
could  perceive,  however,  that  he  had  loft  by  degrees 
his  habits   of  induftry.    PariQi  bufinefs  havibg 
firft  called  him  from  home ;  fauntering  abroad  after- 
wards 
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wards  became  a  paffion.    All  public  fpeftacles,  and 
every  thing  that  was  pafling  out  of  doors,  attraded 
his  attention ;  a  paffion  for  gaming  next  laid  hold 
of  him ;  connexions  made  at  the  coffee-houfe  led 
him  elfevvhere ;  and  the  lottery  held  out  tempta- 
tions#  which  he  could  not  refift.    The  dcfire  of 
making  a  fortune  having  engaged  him  in  fpecula- 
tions,  quite  foreign  to  his  profeffion,  and  not  always 
fuccefsful,  that  defire,  when  once  he  had  loft  his 
affiduity,  made  him  fet  every  thing  at  hazard.  In 
proportion  as  his  art  was  lefs  exercifed,  his  talents 
diminiflied ;  and  by  leading  a  lefs  regular  life,  he  im- 
paired his  faculties :  his  fight  grew  weak,  and  his 
hand  loft  its  fteadinefs.    His  pupils  being  lefs  fuper- 
intended  by  their  mafter,  became  lefs  able  to  fupply 
his  place  y  and  it  was  foon  found  necelFary  to  dimi- 
iiifh  their  number,  becaufe  the  tide  of  bufmefs  ne- 
ceffarily  flowed  elfewhere.    Thofe  changes  took 
place  by  infenfible  degrees,  and  their  e-Fecl  became 
very  perceptible,  before  any  one  had  calculated  all 
its  confequences.    My  mother  grew  penfive,  and  be- 
gan now  and  then  to  give  me  imperfe<5l  intimations 
of  her  unealinefs,  which  I  was  fearful  of  increafing 
by  fpeaking  of  what  neither  flie  nor  I  could  prevent. 
1  was  careful  to  procure  her  every  fatisfadion  that 
depended  upon  me  ;  and  as  (he  was  grown  averfe 
to  walking,  I  fometimes  confented  to  leave  her,  in 
order  to  go  abroad  with  my  father,  whom  I  requeft- 
ed  to  take  me  out  for  a  walk.    He  no  longer  fought 
to  have  me  Vvith  him  as  formerly  ;  but  he  ftill  took  a 
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plcafure  in  attending  me,  and  I  ufcd  to  bring  hitn 
back  in  a  fort  of  triumph  to  that  excellent  mother 
whofe  tender  emotions  I  could  eafily  perceive  when- 
ever file  faw  us  together.  We  were  not  always 
gainers  by  it  ;  for  my  father,  that  he  might  neither 
refufe  his  daughter,  nor  be  difappolnted  of  his 
pleafures,  would  firft  fee  me  fafe  home,  and  then 
go  out  again,  for  an  inflant,  as  he  fald  ;  but  inftead 
of  returning  to  fupper,  he  would  forget  the  hour, 
aninot  come  home  till  midnight.  In  the  mean 
ti^e  we  had  been  weeping  in  filence  ;  and  if  it 
happened  to  me,  on  his  return,  to  rcprefent  to  him 
our  chagrin,  he  treated  the  matter  lightly,  parrying 
my  gentle  reproaches  by  raillery,  or  elfe  retired  in 
the  filence  of  difccntent.  Our  domeftic  happlncfs 
was  buried  beneath  thefe  clouds ;  but  the  peace  of 
the  family  remained  unaltered,  fo  that  an  indiffer- 
ent fpeclator  would  not  have  perceived  the  changes 
that  w^ere  daily  taking  place. 

My  mother  had  fufFered  confiderably,  for  more 
than  a  year,  from  a  kind  of  obftruCLion  in  the  re- 
fpiratory  pafl^'dges,  which  refembled  a  cold  in  the 
head,  but  of  which  her  phy(icians  were  totally  un- 
able to  imagine  the  caufc.  After  various  remedies, 
they  recommended  exercife,  which  flie  was  no 
longer  fond  of,  and  country  air.  That  was  juft  be- 
fore Whitfuntlde  of  the  year  1775,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  we  fliould  pafs  the  holidays  at  Meudon. 
On  the  Sunday  morning  I  did  not  wake,  as  I  was 
accuflomed  to  do  when  any  of  thofe  rural  ex- 
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curfions  were  in  agitation :  I  was  overcome  by 
broken  and  unealy  flcep,  and  tormented  by  ill- 
omened  dreams.  I  t.liought  we  were  returning 
to  Paris  by  water,  in  the  midft  of  a  ilorm ;  and 
upon  getting  out  of  the  boat,  a  corpfe  that 
was  dragging  afliore  impeded  my  way.  I  was 
terrified  at  the  fight,  and  was  endeavouring  to  find 
out  whofe  body  it  could  be. — At  that  very  inftant, 
my  mother,  laying  her  hand  lightly  upon  my  legs,, 
and  calling  me  with  her  foft  voice,  put  an  end  to 
my  dream.  I  was  as  much  rejoiced  at  feeing  her, 
as  if  flie  had  laved  me  from  the  moft  imminent 
danger ;  I  ftretched  out  my  arms,  and  embraced 
her  with  emotion,  telling  her  flie  had  done  me 
great  kindnefs  by  waking  me.  I  got  up  ;  we  made 
our  arrangements,  and  fet  off.  The  weather  was 
fine,  the  air  calm,  a  little  boat  conveyed  usfpeedily 
to  the  place  of  our  deftination,  and  the  charms  of 
the  country  reftored  my  ferenity.  My  mother 
was  the  better  for  the  journey  ;  and  refumed  a  por- 
tion of  her  aftivity.  It  was  on  the  fecond  day  we 
difcovered  Ville-bonne,  and  the  water-bailiff  of  the 
Moulin  Rouge.  I  had  promifed  my  Agatha  to  call 
upon  her  the  day  after  the  holydays ;  we  returned 
on  Tuefday  evening ;  and  my  mother  purpofed 
accompanying  me  to  the  convent  ;  but  being  a 
little  fatigued  with  the  exercife  of  the  preceding 
days,  flie  changed  her  mind  at  the  moment  I  was 
fetting  off,  and  defired  the  maid  to  accompany  me, 
I  then  wifhed  to  ftay  at  home^  but  fhe  infifhed  on  my 
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keeping  my  word ;  adding,  that  I  well  knew  (lie 
had  no  objedlion  to  being  alone,  and  that  if  de- 
firous  of  taking  a  turn  in  the  Jardin  du  Roi^  I  was 
free  fo  to  do. 

My  vifit  to  Agatha  was  a  fliort  one  :  '  Why  are 
you  in  fuch  hafte  ?'  faid  fliej  '  does  any  one  expe<ft 
you?' — *  No;  but  I  am  anxious  to  return  to  my 
mother.' — '  Why,  you  told  me  flie  was  well.' — - 
'  I  did  fo ;  nor  does  fhe  expect  me  fo  foon ;  but  I 
know  not  what  it  is  that  torments  me  :  I  fliall  not 
beeafy  till  I  fee  her  again.'  On  faying  this,  I  felt 
my  heart  fwell^  as  it  were,  in  fpite  of  me. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  fuppofed  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  added  by  the  reflection  of  a  fentiment, 
which  lends  its  colour  to  preceding  incidents.— 
I  am  no  more  than  a  faithful  hiftorian,  and  relate 
fadls,  which  the  event  alone  afterwards  recalled  to 
my  mind. 

It  muft  certainly  have  appeared  from  the  expo- 
fition  of  my  opinions,  and  flill  more  from  the  fuc- 
ceffive  developenient  of  the  ideas  I  had  acquired, 
that  I  was  at  that  time  no  more  infedled  with  cer- 
tain prejudices,  than  I  am  now  with  fuperftitlon. 
Accordingly,  in  refle6ling  Upon  what  are  called  pre^ 
fentimtnts,  I  have  often  thought  they  are  nothing 
more  than  rapid  glances  caught  by  perfons  of  quick 
perception  and  exquifite  feelings,  of  a  multitude  of 
things  which  are  fcarceiy  perceptible,  which  cannot 
'  even  be  defcribed,  which  are  rather  felt  than  un- 
dcrflood,  and  from  which  an  affedlion  rcfults  that 
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is  not  to  be  accounted  for,  although  it  is  afterwards 
juftified  by  the  event. 

The  more  Uvely  the  interefh  any  object  infpires, 
the  ftronger  is  our  perception  or  fenfibihty  in  regard 
to  that  objecfl,  and  the  more  we  have  of  thofe 
phyfical  notices,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffiony 
which  are  afterwards  called  prefentiments,  and 
which  the  antients  confidered  as  auguries,  or  intima- 
tions given  by  the  gods. 

My  mother  was  to  me  the  dearefl  obje6l  upon 
earth  :  fhe  was  drawing  near  her  end  without  any 
external  fign  that  might  ferve  to  announce  it  to  com- 
mon obfervers  :  nor  had  my  attention  yet  diftin- 
guiflied  any  thing  that  clearly  indicated  fo  dread- 
ful a  blow  ;  but  doubtlefs  fome  flight  alterations 
muft  have  taken  place  in  her,  by  which  I  was  agi- 
tated without  knowing  why  :  I  could  not  fay  that 
I  was  uneafy,  becaufe  I  fliould  not  have  known  why; 
but  my  mind  was  not  at  peace  ;  my  heart  frequently 
funk  within  me  while  looking  at  her  ;  and  when- 
ever I  left  her  I  experienced  a  difagreeable  feeling 
that  made  me  ifnpatient  to  return.  When  I  was 
taking  leave  of  Agatha,  there  was  fomething  fo  lin- 
gular in  my  manner,  that  ihe  begged  me  to  let  her 
hear  from  me  immediately.  I  hurried  hom.e  not- 
withftanding  the  obfervations  of  the  maid,  who 
was  of  opinion  that  a  w^alk  in  the  Jardin  dii  Rot 
would  be  very  pleafant  at  that  time  of  day.  I  came 
to  the  houfe,  aiid  found  a  little  girl  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood Handing  at  the  door  : — '  Ah  !  Made- 
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molfellc/  exclaimed  flic,  on  feeing  mc,  '  your 
mamma  is  taken  very  ill;  Hie  has  been  for  my 
mother,    who  is   gone  up   flairs  with   her  'to 
her  apartment.'     Struck  with   affright,    I  ut- 
tered a  few  inarticulate  founds:   I  ran,  I  flew 
into  the  room ;  and  there  I  found  my  mother 
in  an  armed-chair,  with  her  head  fallen  on  her 
flioulder,  her  eyes  wild,  her   mouth   open,  and 
her  arms   hanging   down.     On  feeing   me  her 
countenance    brightened  j   flie    endeavoured  to 
fpeak,    but   her   tongue   could   with  difficulty 
utter   a  few   half-formed  words :  flie  wiflied  to 
fay,  that  flie  was  waiting  for  me  with  impatience  ; 
Ihe  made  an  effort  to  raifc  her  arms ;  one  only 
obeyed  the  impulfe  of  her  will ,  flie  laid  her  hand 
on  my  face,  wiped  away  the  tears  that  bedewed 
it  with  her  fingers;   tapped   me  gently  on  the 
cheek,  as  if  to  comfort  me ;  an  effort  to  fmile 
appeared  in  her  countenance ;  flic  cried  to  fpeak  :  — 
vain  efforts !   the  palfy  tied  her  tongue,  funk  her 
head,  and  annihilated  half  her  body.    Neither  Hun- 
gary water,  nor  fait  put  into  her  mouth,  norfridlion, 
produced  anyeffcL^t.    In  an  inft:a.nt  1  had  difpatched 
meffengers  for  my  father,  and  the  phyfician ;  I 
bad  darted  like    lightning   myfelf  to  fetch  two* 
grains  of  tartar  em.ctic  from  the  next  apothecary's. 
The  phyfician  came;  my  mother  was  put  into  bed  ; 
and  medicines  were  adminiftcred  :  the  difordcr  not- 
withftanding  made  a  dreadful  progrefs.    Her  eyes 
wereciofed;  her  head,  lunk  upon  her  clieft,  could 
A.0  longer  fupport  itfelf ;  and  her  fliort  and  convuU 
N  2  five 
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five  breathing  indicated  a  general  opprefllon  of  the 
U'hole  body.  She  heard  however  what  was  faid,  and 
when  alked  if  Hie  felt  much  pain,  pointed  out  the 
feat  of  her  fufFerings  by  putting  her  left  hand  to  her 
forehead.  I  was  inexpreffibly  adive ;  I  ordered 
every  thing,  and  had  always  done  it  myfelf  before 
it  could  be  done  by  any  other  perfon  :  I  appeared 
not  to  quit  her  bed  fide,  and  yet  I  prepared  for  her 
every  thing  flie  wanted.  About  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening  I  faw  the  phyfician  take  my  father  and 
two  or  three  women  afide  ;  I  begged  to  know 
what  he  had  propofed  and  was  told  that  they  had 
fent  for  the  extreme  undion  I  thought  it  was 
all  a  dream.  The  priefh  came,  began  to  pray,  and 
performed  a  ceremony  I  did  not  underftand,  while 
I  held  a  light  to  him,  in  obedience  to  a  mere 
mechanical  impulfe.  Standing  at  the  foot  of 
the  bed  without  anfwering,  or  giving  way  to  thofe 
who  wiflied  to  take  my  place,  with  my  eyes  fixed 
on  my  adored  and  dying  mother,  and  entirely 
occupied  by  a  fingle  fentiment,  which  at  length 
fufpended  all  my  faculties,  I  let  the  candle  drop 
out  of  my  hand,  and  fell  fenfelefs  on  the  floor.  I 
Vv^as  carried  off,  and  found  myfelf,  fome  time  after- 
wards, in  the  parlour  adjoining  to  my  bed-chamber, 
furrounded  by  the  family.  I  turned  my  eyes  to- 
wards the  door ;  I  rofe  from  my  feat ;  and  finding 
myfelf  he:d  back,  made  fuppliant  geftures  to  ob- 
tain permifiion  to  return.  A  lolemn  filence,  and  a, 
mournful,  but  conflant  oppofition,  counteracted  my 
defire.  1  regained  my  ftrength^  I  begged  ^  I  in- 
5  fifted ; 
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fifted  ;  but  they  were  inexorable ;  and  I  broke  out 
into  a  fort  of  rage.    At  that  inftant  my  father 
walked  into  the  room,  pale  and  fpeechlefs  with 
grief;  and  anfwqred  to  the  filent  inquiry  that  every- 
one feemed  to  make,  by  a  look  which  drew  forth  a 
general  exclamation  of  forrow.    The  confternation 
of  thofe  around  me  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  get- 
ting away  ;  1  ruflied  forth  impetuouHy  :  my  mother 
- — ihe  was  no  more  !  I  lifted  up  her  arms ;  I  could 
not  believe  it :  I  opened  and  clofed  alternately  thofe 
eyes  that  were  never  to  fee  me  again,  and  that 
were  wont  to  rivet  themfelves  upon  me  with  fuch 
endearing  tendernefs :  I  called  her;  I  threw  myfelf 
upon  her  bed  in  a  tranfport  of  grief ;  I  preffed  my 
lips  to  hers ;  I  feparated  them ;  I  endeavoured  to 
inhale  death :  I  hoped  to  draw  it  in  with  my 
breath,  and  inftantly  to  expire.    I  know  not  well 
what  followed ;  I  only  remember,  that  towards  the 
morning  I  found  myfelf  at  a  neighbour's,  whither 
M.  Befnard  came,  who  had  me  put  into  a  carriage^ 
and  conveyed  me  to  his  houfe.    We  alighted  ;  my 
great  aunt  embraced  me  in  filencc;  fci  me  down 
at  a  little  table;  offered  me  fomething  to  drink, 
and  entreated  me  to  take  it.    i  tried  to  gratify 
her,  and  fainted  away.    They  put  me  to  bed,  and 
there  I  pafTed  a  fortnight,  between  life  and  death, 
!  in  the  mod  dreadful  convulfions.  The  phyfical  fen- 
liuion  which  I  remember,  was  that  of  a  continual 
fuffocation ;  and  my  refpiration,  as  I  was  after- 
wards told,  was  a  kind  of  howling,  that  was  heard 
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in  the  ftreet :  I  had  fuffered  a  revolution,  which 
my  fituation  rendered  ftill  more  critical,  and  from 
which  I  was  only  faved  by  a  llrong  conftitution, 
and  by  the  boundlefs  attentions  that  were  lavifhed 
on  me.  My  refpedlable  relations  removed  their 
beds  into  Httle  clofets,  to  afford  me  a  more  com- 
fortable lodging :  they  feemed  to  have  aflumed  new 
vigour,  in  order  to  redeem  me  from  the  grave  ;  and 
would  not  permit  any  thing  to  be  offered  me  by 
a  mercenary  hand.  They  infifted  upon  waiting  on 
me  themfelves,  and  would  only  confent  to  be  affifled 
by  my  coufin,  a  young  woman  of  the  name  of 
Trude,  who  came  every  evening  to  pafs  the  night 
with  me,  lying  in  the  fame  bed,  and  careful  to  anti- 
cipate and  relieve  the  fits  of  convulfion  with  which 
I  was  frequently  feized. 

Eight  days  had  elapfed,  and  I  had  not  (lied  a 
tear :  great  forrows,  alas  i  are  not  relieved  fo  eafily. — 
(The  fcalding  drops,  at  this  moment,  are  ftreaming 
down  my  cheeks ;  for  I  dread  an  evil  ftill  greater 
than  what  I  fuffer.  All  my  hopes  and  wifhes  were 
centred  in  the  fafety  of  w^hat  I  love ;  and  its  fate 
ifS  become  more  uncertain  than  ever  !  Calamities 
fpreading  like  a  dark  and  dreadful  cloud,  are  ready  to 
envelope  all  that  was  dear  to  me ;  and  I  labour,  with 
difficulty  and  pain,  to  divert  my  attention  from  the 
prcfent,  by  obliging  myfelf  to  retrace  the  paft.) — 
>  An  epiftle  from  Sophy  came  to  open  the  fource 
of  my  tears ;  the  foothing  voice  and  tender  expreC- 
lions  of  friendfhip  recalled  my  faculties,  and  fpoke 
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confolation  to  my  heart.  They  produced  an  effed, 
which  the  warm  bath,  and  the  medical  art,  had 
courted  in  vain  :  a  new  revolution  took  place ;  I 
wept,  and  was  faved.  The  fuffocation  diminiflied 
all  the  dangerous  fymptoms  abated,  and  the  con- 
vulfions  became  lefs  frequent ;  but  every  painful 
impreffion  was  fure  to  bring  on  a  fit. 

My  father  prefented  himfelf  to  me  in  the  fad 
apparel,  that  teftified  a  lofs,  common  to  us  both, 
but  unequally  felt  :  he  undertook  to  confole  me, 
by  reprefenting  that  Providence  difpofed  every 
thing  for  the  beft,  even  in  our  calamities ;  that  my 
mother  had  fulfilled  the  tafk  afiigned  her  in  this 
world,  the  education  of  her  child ;  and  that 
fmce  heaven  had  decreed  I  fliould  lofe  one  of  my 
parents,  it  was  better  the  one  fliould  remain 
\who  could  be  moft  ufeful  to  my  fortune.  My  lofs 
was  certainly  irreparable,  even  in  that  refpeft,  as 
the  event  fully  proved  j  but  I  did  not  then  make 
the  refledion  :  I  only  felt  the  inefHciency  of  this 
pretended  confolation,  fo  little  adapted  to  my  way 
of  thinking  ;  and  meafured,  perhaps,  for  the  firft 
time,  the  diflance  that  feparated  my  father  from 
myfelf.  It  feemed  as  if  he  was  tearing  away 
the  reverential  veil,  under  which  I  had  hitherto 
confjdered  him :  I  found  myfelf  completely  an 
orphan,  fince  my  mother  was  gone,  and  my  father 
could  never  underfland  me :  a  new  kind  of  grief 
opprelTed  my  afliided  heart  :  and  I  fell  again  into 
the  dcepeft  defpair.    The  tears,  however  of  my 
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coufin,  and  the  forrow  of  my  wortb}^  relations,  ftill 
offered  me  occalions  of  tender  emotion ;  they  had 
their  effecl^  and  1  was  fnatched  from  the  dangers 
that  threatened  my  exiftence.  Why,  alas  !  at  that 
period  did  it  not  terminate  ?  It  was  my  firft  affiic-- 
tion  ;  by  how  many  others  has  it  been  followed  ? 

Here  concludes  the  ferene  and  fplendid  sra  of 
that  tranquil  life,  paiTed  in  peace  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  blifsful  affedlions  and  beloved  occupa- 
tions, and  refembling  the  beautiful  mornings  of 
fpring,  when  the  ferentity  of  the  fky,  the  purity  of 
the  air,  the  verdure  of  the  foliage,  and  the  fra- 
grance of  plants  and  flowers,  enchant  all  animated 
nature,  develope  exiilence,  and  confer  happinefs 
by  promifing  it* 
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SECTION  III. 

Prifon  of  St.  Pelagic, 
Aug.  9,  1793. 

My  mother  was  not  more  than  fifty  years  of  age 
when  I  was  deprived  of  her  in  fo  cruel  a  manner. 
An  abfcefs  in  her  head,  which  proceeded  from  aa 
unknown  caufe,  and  which  was  only  difcovered  by  a 
difcharge  from  her  nofe  and  ears  that  took  place  at  her 
death,  accounted  for  the  ftrange  obftrudion  of  the 
refpiratory  paffages,  with  which  Ihe  had  been  fo  long 
affli6led:  but  for  this  incidental  difeafe,  it  is  probable 
that  the  fecond  ftroke  of  the  palfy  would  not  have 
been  attended  with  fatal  confequences.    Her  cheerful 
countenance  and  frefh  complexion  did  not  announce  fo 
untimely  a  death ;  her  ailments  appeared  to  be  thofe 
of  a  time  of  life  which  women  feidom  attain  without 
fuffering  a  confiderable  change  of  conflitution  ;  and 
the  melancholy,  and  even  the  defpondency  that  I  had 
remarked  for  fome  time  before,  were  fufficiently  ac* 
counted  for  by  moral  caufes,  of  which  I  was  but  too 
well  aware. 
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Our  laft  excurfions  Into  the  country  feemed  to  have 
given  her  new  life :  the  very  day  flie  was  torn  from  me 
I  had  left  her  in  good  health  at  three  in  the  afternoon : 
I  returned  at  half  paft  five — the  hand  of  death  was 
already  upon  her,  and  at  midnight  (he  was  no  more. 
Poor  playthings  of  unpitying  fate  !  why  are  fentiments 
fo  lively,  and  fuch  momentous  projects,  attached  to  an 
exiftence  fo  frail  ? 

Thus  was  fnatched  from  the  world  one  of  the  beft 
and  mod  amiable  women  tliat   ever   inhabited  it. 
Nothing  brilliant  rendered  her  remarkable,  but  every 
thing  tended  to  endear  her  the  moment  ihe  was  known. 
Naturally  wife  and  good,  virtue  did  not  feem  to  cod 
her  any  effort  \  fhe  found  means  to  render  it  amiable 
and  gentle,  like  herfelf,    Prudent,  calm,  and  tender- 
hearted, without  being  fubjedl  to  any  excefs  of  fen- 
fibility,  her  pure  and  tranquil  fpirit  purfued  its  even 
courfe  like  the  docile  ftream  that  bathes  with  equal 
gentlenefs  the  foot  of  the  rock  which  holds  it  captive, 
and  the  valley  which  at  once  it  enriches  and  adorns. 
]  ler  fudden  death  made  me  experience  the  moft  heart- 
rending pangs,  and  moft  violent  tranfports  of  grief. 

'  It  is  a  good  thing  to  poffefs  fenfibility ;  it  is  unfor- 
tunate to  have  fo  much  of  it,'  faid,  mournfully  at  my 
fide,  the  Abbe  Legrand,  who  came  to  fee  me  at  the 
houfe  of  my  aged  relations.  When  I  began  to  recover, 
they  haliened  to  invite,  and  to  receive  in  fucceflion, 
the  different  perfons  with  whom  I  was  acquainted,  on 
purpofe  to  familiarize  me  with  external  objefts.  I 
feemed  not  to  exift  in  that  world  where  I  was  placed : 
abforbed  by  my  forrow,  I  fcarcely  perceived  what  was 
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paffing  around  mc.  I  did  not  fpcak,  or,  if  I  did,  my 
replying  to  my  own  thoughts,  inflcad  of  attending  to 
thofe  of  others,  made  me  appear  like  a  diflrafcled 
creature.  Then  again  the  beloved  image  which  was 
always  prefent  to  my  mind,  recalling  by  ftarts  the 
dreadful  idea  of  my  lofs,  fudden  fln-ieks  efcapcd  me, 
my  out-flretched  arms  ftifFened,  and  1  fainted  away. 

Although  incapable  of  any  application,  I  had  lucid 
intervals,  in  which  I  perceived  the  forrow  of  my 
relations,  their  affeflion,  and  the  kind  attentions  of  my 
coufm  ;  and  in  which  I  tried  all  I  could  to  diminifli 
their  anxiety.  The  Abbe  Legrand  poflefTed  fagacity 
enough  to  judge  that  it  was  necefTary  to  talk  to  mc  a 
great  deal  concerning  my  mother,  in  order  to  render 
me  capable  of  thinkiHg  of  any  thing  clfe.  Ac- 
cordingly he  converfed  with  me  about  her,  and  led  me 
infenfibly  to  refle6tions  and  ideas,  which,  without 
being  foreign  to  the  fubje£l,  banifhed  the  habitual 
recollection  of  my  lofs.  As  foon  as  he  believed  me 
fufficiently  recovered  to  look  at  a  book,  he  conceived 
the  idea  of  bringing  me  the  Heloife  of  Jean  Jaques 
Roujfeau  ;  and  the  perufal  of  it  was  in  truth  the  firft 
alleviation  of  my  forrow.  I  was  then  twenty-one 
years  of  age :  I  had  read  a  great  deal ;  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  a  confiderable  number  of  writers, 
hiftorians,  learned  men,  and  philofophers  :  but  Rouf- 
feau  made  an  impreflion  on  my  mind  fimilar  to  that 
which  Plutarch  had  done  when  I  was  eight  years  old. 
It  appeared  that  this  was  the  intelleflual  food  that 
fuitcd  me,  and  the  interpreter  of  ideas  which  I  enter- 
tained before ;  but  which  he  alone  had  the  art  of  ex- 
plaining to  my  fatibfadlion. 
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Plutarch  had  prepared  me  to  become  a  republican  5 
he  had  called  forth  that  vigour  and  elevation  of  mind 
which  conflitute  the  charafter;  and  had  infpired  me 
with  a  real  enthufiafni  in  favour  of  freedom  and  of 
public  virtue.     Roufieau  pointed  out  the  domeftic 
happinefs  to  w^iich  I  had  a  right  to  afpire,  and  the 
ineffable  enjoyments  whicli  I  was  capable  of  tafting. 
Ah  !  while  able  to  put*  me  more  effeftually  upon  my 
guard  againft  what  is  called  an  indifcretion,  why  was  it 
not  alfo  in  his  power  to  proteft  me  againft  a  ferious 
attachment?   I  brought  into  that  corrupt  world  in 
which  I  was  doomed  to  live,  and  into  the  revolution 
which  I  was  then  far  from  fore  feeing,  a  mind  ftored 
long  beforehand  with  all  that  could  render  me  capable 
of  great  facrifices,  and  ekpofe  me  to  great  misfortunes. 
Death  will  only  be  the  period  of  both.    I  expect  it, 
and  I  Ihould  not  have  thought  of  filling  up  the  fliort 
interval  which  feparates  us  with  the  recital  of  my  own 
itory,  if  Calumny  had  not  dragged  me  forward  on  the 
f-age,  on  purpofe  to  make  a  more  cruel  attack  upon 
thofe  whom  fhe  feeks  to  ruin.    I  tak^  a  pleafure  in 
publiiliing  truths -t^t  interefl  not  myfelf  alone;  and 
am  determined  not  to  conceal  a  fingle  fa6t,  that  their 
connexion  may  ferve  to  give  them  demonftration. 

1  did  not  return  to  my  father's  without  experiencing 
tlic  fenfations  always  infpired  by  the  fight  of  thofe 
places  which  we  have  been  accullomed  to  inhabit  in 
company  with  friends  who  are  no  more.  The  ill- 
iudged  precaution  of  removixSg  my  mother's  portrait 
had  been  taken,  as  if  the  vacancy  were  not  more 
calculated  than  the  picture  ilfelf  to  awaken  a  painful 
1  recolleSion 
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tecolleftion  of  my  Ms.  I  inflantly  demanded  it,  and 
it  was  reftorcd. 

Domcftic  cares  devolving  entirely  on  me,  1  made 
them  my  occupation  ;  but  they  were  not  very  nume- 
rous in  a  family  confifting  of  only  three  perfons.  I 
never  could  comprehend  how  the  attention  of  a  woman 
who  poflefles  method  and  activity,  can  be  engrofifed  by. 
them,  let  her  houfchold  be  as  confiderable  as  it  may  ; 
for  fuppofing  it  great,  there  is  a  great  number  of 
perfons  to  take  part  of  them  off  her  hands;  and 
nothing  is  wanting  but  a  proper  diftribution  of  em- 
ployments, and  a  fmall  fliare  of  vigilance.  In  .  the 
different  fituations  of  the  kind,  in  which  I  have  fomid 
myfelf,  notliing  has  ever  been  done  but  by  my  orders : 
and  yet  when  thofe  cares  gave  me  the  mofi:  occupation, 
they  fcarcely  ever  confumed  more  than  two  hours  a 
day.  People  who  know  how  to  employ  themfelves, 
always  find  leifure  mom^ents,  while  tbofe  who  do 
nothing  are  in  want  of  time  for  every  thing.  Befides, 
it  is  not  furprifing  that  the  women  who  pay  or  receive 
ufelefs  vifits,  or  who  think  themfelves  badJy  dreffed  if 
they  have  not  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  their 
toilet,  fliould  find  the  days  long  and  tirefome,  and  at 
the  fame  time  too  fliort  for  the  performance  of  their 
duties;  but  I  have  feen  what  are  termed  notable 
women  rendered  infupportable  to  the  w^orld,  and  even 
to  their  hulbands,  by  a  fatiguing  pre-occupation  about 
their  trifiino-  concerns.  I  know  nothiner  fo  difjruflinjr 
as  this  ridiculous  conduft,  nor  fo  well  calculated  to 
render  a. man  attached  to  any  other  woman  rather  than 
to  his  wife.    She  muft,  no  doubt,  appear  to  him  a  fit 
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perfon  for  his  houfekeeper ;  but  it  is  not  likely  to  cure 
him  of  the  defire  of  feeking  more  amiable  accomplifti- 
ments  elfevvhere. 

I  think  that  a  wife  fhould  keep  the  linen  and  clothes 
in  order,  or  caufe  them  fo  to  be  kept,  fuckle  her 
children,  give  directions  concerning  the  cookery,  or 
fuperintend  it  herfelf,  but  without  faying  a  word  about 
it,  and  with  fuch  a  command  of  temper,  and  fuch  a 
management  of  her  time,  ns  may  leave  her  the  means 
of  talking  of  other  matters,  and  of  pleafmg  no  lefs  by 
her  good  humour,  than  by  the  graces  natural  to  her 
fex.  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  remark,  that  it  is 
nearly  the  fame  in  the  government  of  Hates  as  of 
families.  Thofe  famous  houfe wives  who  are  always 
expatiating  on  their  labours,  are  fure  either  to  leave 
much  in  arrears,  or  to  render  themfelves  tirefome  to 
every  one  around  them  j  and  in  like  manner  thofe  men 
in  power,  fo  talkative  and  fo  full  of  bufinefs,  only 
make  a  mighty  buftle  about  the  difficulties  they  are 
in,  becaufe  too  awkward  and  too  ignorant  to  remove 
them. 

My  fludies  became  dearer  to  me  than  ever,  and 
conftituted  my  confolation.  Left  alone  dill  more  than 
ever,  and  often  in  a  melancholy  humour,  1  found 
myfelf  under  the  neceiTity  of  writing.  1  was  fond  of 
rendering  an  account  of  my  own  ideas  to  myfelf,  and 
the' intervention  of  my  pen  aififled  me  in  putting  them 
in  order.  When  i  did  not  employ  it,  1  was  rather  loll 
in  reveries  than  engaged  in  meditation  ;  but  with  m.y- 
pen  I  kept  my  imagination  within  bounds,  and  purfued 
a  regular  chain  of  reafoning.    I  had  already  begun  to 
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make  fome  colIe£lions,  which  I  have  fince  augmented, 
and  entitled,  'The  Works  of  Leilure  Hoars,  and 
various  Reflections/     I  had  nothing  further  in  view 
than  to  fix  my  opinions,  and  to  have  witneffcs  of  my 
fentiments,  when  on  fome  future  day  I  might  confront 
them  with  one  another,  fo  that  their  gradations  or 
their  changes  might  ferve  me  at  once  as  a  leflbn  and  a 
record.    I  have  a  pretty  large  packet  of  thcfe  juvenile 
works  piled  up  in  the  dufly  corner  of  my  library,  or 
perhaps  in  a  garret.    Never,  however,  did  I  feel  the 
fnialleft  temptation  to  become  an  author  :  I  perceived 
at  a  very  early  period,  that  a  woman  who  acquires  the 
title  lofes  far  more  than  (lie  gains.    She  forfeits  the 
affeclion  of  the  male  fex,  and  provokes  the  criticifm  of 
her  own.    If  her  works  be  bad,  fhe  is  ridiculed,  and 
not  without  reafon  j  if  good,  her  right  to  them  is  dif-- 
puted ;  or  if  envy  be  forced  to  acknowledge  the  beft 
part  to  be  her  own,  her  character,  her  morals,  her  con- 
duct, and  her  talents,  are  fcrutinized  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  the  reputation  of  her  genius  is  fully  counter- 
balanced by  the  publicity  given  to  herdefefts. 

Befides,  my  happinefs  was  my  chief  concern  ;  and 
I  never  faw  the  public  intermeddle  with  that  of  any 
one  without  marring  it.  I  know  nothing  fo  agreeable 
as  to  be  rated  at  our  full  worth  by  the  people  with 
whom  we  live ;  nor  any  thing  fo  empty  as  the  ad- 
miration of  a  few  perfons  whom  we  are  never  likely  to 
meet  again. 

Ah,  my  God  !  what  an  injury  was  done  me  by  thofe 
who  took  upon  them  to  withdraw  the  veil  under  which 
I  wiihed  to  lie  concealed  !  During  twelve  years  of  my 
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life  I  fhared  In  my  hulband's  labours  as  I  participated 
in  his  repafts,  becaufe  one  was  as  natural  to  me  as  the 
other.    If  any  part  of  his  works  happened  to  he  quoted, 
in  which  particular  graces  of  flyle  were  difcovered  ;  or 
if  a  flattering  reception  was  given  to  any  of  the 
academic  trifles,  that  he  took  a  pleafure  in  tranfmitting 
to  the  learned  focieties,  of  which  he  was  a  member  ^  I 
partook  of  his  fatisfaftion,  without  remarking  that  it 
was  my  own  compofition ;  and  not  unfrequently  he 
brought  himfelf  to  believe  that  he  had  been  in  a  hap- 
pier difpofition  than  ufual  when  he  had  written  a 
paflfage,  which  in  reality  proceeded  from  my  pen.  It, 
during  his  adminiflration,  an  occafion  occurred  for  the 
expreflion  of  great  and  ftriking  truths,  I  poured  forth 
my  whole  foul  upon  the  paper  ;  and  it  was  but  natural 
that  its  eflTufions  fliould  be  preferable  to  the  laborious 
teemings  of  a  fecretary's  brain.    I  loved  my  country  j 
I  was  an  enthufiafl:  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  ^  I  was 
unacquainted  with  any  intereft  or  any  paflions  that 
could  enter  into  competition  with  that  enthufiafm  ; 
my  language  confequently  could  not  but  be  pure 
and  pathetic,  as  it  was  that  of  the  heart  and  of 
truth. 

I  was  fo  taken  up  with  the  importance  of  my  fubjecl, 
that  I  had  not  a  thought  to  throw  away  upon  myfelt. 
Once  only  I  was  diverted  by  a  curious  coincidence  of 
circumfl:ances :  That  was  while  writing  to  the  pope, 
to  claim  the  French  artifts  imprifoned  at  Rome.  A 
letter  to  the  pope,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  France,  flcetched  fecretly  by  the  hand  of  a 
womau;  in  the  humble  clofct^  which  Marat  was  pleafed 

to 
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tb  term  a  boudoir^,  arpe?,rcd  to  me  fo  flrange  a  tlilnj^, 
that  I  laughed  heartilv  iifter  I  had  fiiiilhcd  it.  The 
plcafure  of  thofc  contrafls  confiited  in  their  fccrecy  ; 
but  that  was  necefTarily  lef^  attainable  in  a  fituation 
which  was  no  longer  that  of  a  private  individual,  and 
where  the  eye  of  a  clerk  furveys  the  hand-writing  he  is 
copying.  There  is  nothing  fingular  however  in  all 
this,  unlcfs  it  be  its  novelty.  Why  fliould  not  a 
woman  aft  as  fecretary  to  her  hufband  without  de- 
priving him  of  any  portion  of  his  merit  ?  It  is  well 
known  that  minhlers  cannot  do  every  thing  themfelves; 
and  furely,  if  the  wives  of  thofe  of  the  old  govern- 
ment, or  even  of  the.  new,  had  been  capable  of  making 
draughts  of  letters,  of  official  difpatches,  or  of  pro- 
clamations, their  time  would  have  been  better  employ- 
ed "in  fo  doing,  than  in  foliciting  and  intriguing  firft  for 
one  friend y  and  then  for  another:  the  one  excludes  the 
other  by  the  very  nature  of  things.  If  thofe  who 
found  me  out  had  formed  a  right  judgment  of  things, 
they  would  have  faved-  me  from  a  fort  of  celebrity,  to 
which  I  never  afpired  :  intlead  of  now  fpending  mj 
time  in  refuting  falfehood,  I  fhould  be  reading  a  chap- 
ter of  Montaigne,  painting  a  flower,  or  playing  an 
ariette ;  and  fliould  thus  beguile  the  folitude  of 
my  prifon,  without  fitting  down  to  write  my  con- 
feflion.  But  I  am  anticipating  a  period  which  I  had 
not  as  yet  attained  ;  I  remark  it  without  conftraint,  as 
I  have  done  it  without  fcruple  :  fince  I  am  the  perfon 
to  be  defcribed,  it  is  necciTary  that  I  Ihould  be  exhi- 

*  A  private  apartment  decked  out  with  all  ihc  refinements  of 
Afidtic  luxury,  and  confecratcd  to  voluptuoufaerst^^/^/i/i 
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bited  with  all  my  irregularities.  I  do  not  conduft  my 
pen,  it  carries  me  along  with  it  wherever  it  pleafis, 
and  I  let  it  have  its  own  way. 

My  father  ferioufly  endeavoured,  in  the  early  part 
of  his  widowhood,  to  remain  more  at  home  than  hi- 
therto ;  but  he  was  attacked  by  ennui:  and  when  once 
the  love  of  his  profcflion  proved  infafficient  to  prevent 
that  diftemper  of  the  mind,  it  was  not  at  all  furprifing 
that  my  efforts  to  cure  it  fhould  be  of  no  avail.  I  wiflied 
to  converfe  with  him,  but  we  had  few  ideas  in  com- 
mon, and  it  is  probable  that  he  already  inclined  to  a 
fpecies  of  difcourfe  in  which  he  would  not  have  wiOied 
to  fee  me  an  adept.  I  often  engaged  him  in  a  game 
of  piquet,  but  a  game  of  piquet  with  his  daughter  was 
hardly  interefting  enough  to  keep  him  awake  ;  befides* 
he  well  knew  that  cards  were  my  averfion,  and  in  fpitc 
of  my  defire  to  perfuade  him  that  they  afforded  me  en- 
tertainment, and  in  fpite  of  my  endeavours  redly  to 
relifh  the  pleafure  of  amufing  him,  he  perfifted  in  con- 
fidering  my  playing  as  the  mere  effcft  of  complaifance. 
•  I  could  have  wiflied  to  render  his  home  agreeable  to 
him  but  the  means  were  not  in  my  power.  My  only 
acquaintances  were  my  aged  relations,  whom  we  fome- 
times  went  to  fee,  but  who  never  ftirred  out  of  doors. 
It  would  have  been  well  if  he  had  formed  a  little  fo- 
ciety  at  home ;  but  unfortunately,  he  had  found  one 
elfewhere,  and  was  well  aware  of  the  impropriety  of  in- 
troducing fiich  company  to  his  daughter. — Was  my 
mother  really  in  the  wrong  in  fecluding  herfelf  from 
the  world,  and  in  not  making  her  houfe  gay  enough  to 
captivate  her  hulband  ?  This  would  be  blaming  her  on 
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too  night  grounds,  and  it  would  alfo  be  unjufl  to  con- 
fider  my  father  as  very  reprehenfible  on  account  of  a 
few  errors  of  which  he  hirafelf  became  the  victim. 

There  is  fuch  a  connexion  between  the  evils  which 
neceflarily  refiilt  from  a  firfl:  caufe,  that  it  always  be- 
hoves us  to  revert  to  that  original  mifchief  to  account 
for  all  the  relt. 

The  legiflators  of  the  prefent  day  endeavour  to  form 
a  general  good,  whence  the  happinefs  of  each  indivi* 
dual  is  to  fpring  ;  but  I  am  greatly  afraid  that  this  is 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horfe.  It  would  be  more 
conformable  to  nature,  and  perhaps  to  reafon,  to  ftudy 
well  what  conftitutes  domeftic  happinefs,  and  toenfurc 
it  to  individuals  in  fuch  a  way  that  the  common 
felicity  Ihould  be  compofed  of  that  of  each  citizen,  and 
that  all  Hiould  be  interefted  in  prefcrving  an  order  of 
things,  to  which  fuch  blelTings  would  be  due.  How* 
ever  {pecious  the  written  principles  of  a  conftitution 
may  be,  if  I  behold  a  portion  of  thofe  who  have 
adopted  it  immerfed  in  gr  ief  and  tears,  I  fhall  confider 
it  as  no  better  than  ^  political  monfter ;  and  if  thofe 
w  ho  do  not  weep,  rejoice  in  the  fufferings  of  the  reft, 
I  (hall  fay  that  it  is  atrocious,  and  that  its  authors  arc 
either  weak  or  wicked  men. 

In  a  marriage  where  the  parties  are  ill-matched, 
the  virtue  of  one  of  them  may  maliitain  order  and 
peace  •,  but  the  want  of  happinefs  will  be  experienced 
fooner  or  later,  and  produce  inconveniences  more 
or  lefs  to  be  deplored.  The  fabric  of  fuch  unions 
refembles  the  fyftem  of  our  modem  politicians— it  is 
defe£live  at  the  bafe,  and  fome  day  or  other  muft  needs 
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tumble  to  the  ground,  in  fpite  of  the  art  employed  in 
its  conftruftion. 

The  perfons  whom  my  motiier  would  have  naturally 
collefted  around  her,  would  have  been  fuch  as  refem- 
bled  herfelf ;  and  thefe  would  not  have  tallied  with  the 
temper  of  my  father;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  thofe 
whom  he  would  have  wiflied  to  receive  as  daily  vifitors, 
would  not  only  have  been  difagreeable  to  my  mother, 
but  incompatible  with  the  manner  in  which  (lie  wiflied 
to  bring  me  up.  It  therefore  behoved  her  to  confine 
herfelf  to  her  own  family,  and  to  cultivate  only  thofe 
flight  connexions  which  produce  an  acquaintance 
without  creating  an  intimacy. 

Every  thing  went  on  well,  while  my  father,  with  an 
agreeable  profeffion  and  a  young  wife,  found  all  the 
employment  and  all  the  pleafure  that  were  neceiTary  to 
his  happinefs  within  his  own  walls.  But  he  was  a  year 
younger  tlian  my  mother;  Ihe  began  early  in  life  to 
experience  infirmities ;  various  circumftances  com- 
bined to  damp  his  ardour  for  labour ;  and  the  defire 
of  getting  rich  made  him  embark  in  feveral  hazardous 
enterprifes : — from  that  moment  all  was  loil.  The 
love  of  labour  is  the  principal  virtue  of  focial  man ,  it 
is  more  particularly  that  of  an  individual  who  does  not 
pofTefs  a  cultivated  mind  ;  the  moment  that  his  induflry 
flackens,  danger  is  at  hand  ,  if  it  totally  fubfide,  he  mufl 
become  the  prey  of  unruly  paffions,  which  are  always  the 
more  fatal  in  proportion  as  he  is  lefs  informed, 
becaufe  he  is  confequently  lefs  able  to  keep  them 
within  bounds. 

Become  a  widower  at  the  verv  period  when  he  flood 
in  need  of  new  drains  to  attach  hun  to  his  home,  my 
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poor  father  kept  a  miftrefs,  that  he  might  not  prefent 
his  daughter  with  a  mother-in-law  ;  he  gamed,  to  in- 
demnify himfelf  for  his  lofs  of  bufmefs,  and  for  his  ex- 
pences ;  and  though  flill  an  honed  man,  and  frill  fearful 
of  wronging  any  one,  he  contrived  to  ruin  himfelf  by 
infenfible  degrees. 

My  relations,  who  were  plain  honeft  people,  little 
verfed  in  pecuniary  matters,  and  who  confided  in  my 
father's  fondnefs  for  his  daughter,  had  negleQed  to 
demand  an  inventory  *  at  the  death  of  his  wife  ;  m}*' 
intereft  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fafe  in  his  hands  ;  and 
tliey  would  have  thought  fuch  a  requeft  an  injury  to 
his  honour.  I  had  reafon  to  think  otherwife  ;  but  as 
I  fhould  have  deemed  it  indecent  to  reveal  my  fuf- 
picions,  I  looked  forward  to  the  event  in  fdent  re- 
fignation. 

I  was  now  become  fole  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  and 
divided  my  time  between  my  domeftic  occupations  and 
my  ftudies,  which  I  fometimcs  quitted  to  give  anfwcrs 
to  thofe  who  were  vexed  at  finding  my  father  fo 
frequently  from  home.  The  number  of  his  appren- 
tices was  rec  jxedto  two,  w^ho  w^re  neverthelefs  able 
to  do  all  his  bufinefs  :  one  of  them  only  boarded 
in  the  houf^\ 

Our  fcrvant,  a  little  woman,  fifty-five  yeafs  of  age, 
thin,  alert,  lively,  and  gay,  was  extremely  attached  to 
me,  becaufe  I  rendered  her  life  comfortable.    When  I 

*  In  France  there  was  generally  a  claufe  in  the  marriage  contrail, 
by  which  tht  hufband  engaged  to  preferve  his  wife's  fortune,  and  all 
htijcrjlnai  effecls,  for  her  children,  or  to  rel^ore  them  to  her  relations 
in  cafe  flie  left  no  ilTup, — Tranf, 
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•was  unaccompanied  by  my  father,  fhe  always  attended 
me  in  my  walks,  which  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
refidence  of  my  aged  relations  or  the  church.  I  had 
not  been  feized  with  a  new  fit  of  devotion  ;  but  what 
was  no  longer  due  to  my  mother's  peace  of  mind,  was 
ftill  due  to  the  good  order  of  fociety,  and  to  the  edifi- 
cation of  my  fellow-creatures.  Aftuated  by  this  prin- 
ciple, I  carried  with  me  to  church,  if  not  the  tender 
piety  of  former  days,  at  leaft  as  much  decency,  and  the 
fame  air  of  attention.  I  did  not  indeed  follow  the 
priefl  in  his  recital  of  the  fervice ;  but  read  fome 
chrifhian  work.  I  ftill  retained  a  great  liking  for  St. 
Auguftine ;  and  affuredly  there  are  fathers  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  others,  whom  a  perfon  may  perufe 
without  being  a  bigotted  chriftian  :  there  is  food  in 
them  both  for  the  heart  and  for  the  mind. 

I  whlied  to  go  through  a  courfe  of  preachers,  living 
and  dead,  the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  being  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  to  enable  great  talents  to  difplay  themfelves 
in  all  their  fplendour.  I  had  already  read  BolTuet  and 
Flechler ;  I  took  a  pleafure  in  reading  them  again  with 
a  more  experienced  eye,  and  made  an  acquaintance 
with  Bourdaloue  and  Maffillon.  It  was  highly  whim- 
fical  to  fee  thofe  pious  perfonages  marfhalled  on  my 
little  fhelves  in  the  fame  line  with  The  Syftem  of  Nature^ 
Raynal,  and  De  Pauw ;  but  a  thing  iHU  more  fo  was, 
'that  by  dint  of  reading  fermons,  the  whim  took  me  of 
writing  one  myfeif  I  was  vexed  at  our  preachers 
always  recurring  to  myfteries;  it  feemed  to  me  that 
they  ought  to  have  compofed  moral  difcourfes,  in 
which  thq  devil  and  the  incarnation  fliould  have  been 

left 
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left  totally  out  of  the  quefliion  :  I  therefore  took  up 
my  pen  to  try  what  work  I  could  make  of  it,  and 
wrote  a  fermon  on  brotherly  love.  It  ferved  to  amufe  my 
Httle  uncle,  who  was  become  a  canon  of  Vincertnes, 
and  who  faid  it  was  a  pity  that  I  had  not  thought  of 
that  fpecies  of  compofition  at  the  time  he  w^as  obliged 
to  deliver  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit,  as  in  that  cafe  he 
would  certainly  have  made  ufe  of  mine. 

I  had  often  heard  the  logic  of  Bourdaloue  highly  ex- 
tolled :  I  ventured  however  in  fome  meafure  to  differ 
from  his  admirers,  and  adlually  wrote  a  criticifm  on 
one  of  his  moll  efteemed  difcourfes  ;  but  I  fliowed  it  to 
no  one.  I  w^as  fond  of  rendering  an  account  of  my 
opinions  to  myfelf,  without  feeling  the  fmaileft  wifli  to 
make  a  difplay  of  my  learning  before  any  perfon  what- 
ever.  Maffillon,  lefs  lofty  than  Bourdaloue,  and  far 
more  affecting,  obtained  the  tribute  of  my  praife,  I 
was  not  then  acquainted  with  the  Proteftant  preachers, 
among  whom  Blair  in  particular  has  cultivated  with 
equal  fimplicity  and  elegance  that  kind  of  pulpit  ora- 
tory of  which  1  conceived  the  exiftence,  and  which  I 
could  have  vviflied  to  fee  in  vogue. 

As  to  the  preachers  of  my  own  time,  I  heard  the 
Abbe  TEnfant  towards  the  end  of  his  beft  days  :  po- 
litenefs  and  reafon  appeared  to  me  his  leading  cha- 
radleriftics.  Father  Elizee  was  already  out  of  fafhion, 
notwithftanding  his  excellent  logic  and  the  purity  of 
his  di6lion  :  his  mind  was  too  metaphyfical,  and  his 
delivery  too  fimple,  to  captivate  the  vulgar  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Paris  in  thofc  days  was  a  fingular  place  ;  that  com- 
mon fev^'cr  of  all  the  iinp'jritics  of  the  kingdom,  WEy> 
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alio  the  focus  of  tafle  and  knowledge  t  preacher  or 
comedian,  profefTor  or  mountebank,  whoever  in  fhort 
pofTefled  abilities,  was  fure  to  find  followers  in  his 
turn  ;  but  the  firft  abilities  in  the  univerfe  could  not 
long  fix  the  public  attention,  for  which  novelty  was 
always  neceffary,  and  which  was  attrafted  by  noife  no 
iefs  than  by  merit.    A  certain  Ex-Jcfuit,  who  was 
become  a  mifTionary,  and  made  a  parade  of  his  going 
to  court,  fucceeded  by  thofe  means  in  obtaining  great 
popular  applaufe.    I  went  alfo  to  hear  the  Abbe  de 
Beauregard  :  he  was  a  little  man,  with  a  pow^erful 
voice,  who  declaimed  with  uncommon  impudence,  and 
with  a  vehemence  equally  extraordinary,  retailing 
common-place  obfervations  in  a  tone  of  infpiration,  and 
fupporting  them  by  geftures  fo  terrible,  that  he  per- 
fuaded  a  great  number  of  people  they  wxre  the  fined 
things  in  the  world-    I  did  not  then  perceive,  as 
experience  has  taught  me  fince,  that  men,  afTembled  in 
great  numbers,  rather  pofiefs  long  ears  than  great 
judgment ;  that  to  aftoniili  is  to^  feduce  them  ;  and 
that  whoever  alTumes   the  audiority   of  command* 
ing,  difpofes  them  to  obey  ;  nor  could  I  find  utterance 
for  my  afLom(hment  at  the  fuccefs  of  this  peifonage, 
who  was  either  a  great  fanatic,  or  a  great  rogue,  or 
perhaps  both.    I  had  not  fufficiently  analyfed  the  cir- 
cumftances  accompanying  the   harangues  delivered 
from  the  tribunes  of  the  ancient:  republics;  if  I  had,  I. 
Ihould  have  formed  a  better  judgment  concerning  the 
means  of  working  upon  the  paffions  of  the  people. 
Bat  I  fhall  never  forget  a  low  fellow  who  flood  direftly 
oppofite  the  pulpit  in  which  Beauregard  w^as  acting 
the  pouure-maiter,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  orator, 
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his  mouth  open,  and  involuntarily  expreffing  his  ftupid 
admiration  in  the  three  following  words,  which  I  per- 
fe£lly  recollefl :  '  How  he  fweats  V  Such  then  are  the 
means  of  impofing  upon  the  ignorant !  and  how  much 
was  Phocion  in  the  right,  when,  furprlfcd  at  finding 
himfelf  applauded  in  an  affembly  of  the  people,  he 
afkcd  his  friends,  if  he  had  not  faid'  fome  very  foolifli 
thing  ? 

What  an  admirable  clubhiji  w^ould  this  M.  de  Beau* 
regard  have  made ;  and  how  many  members  of  the 
popular  focieties,  in  their  enthufiafm  for  brazen-faced 
babblers,  have  recalled  to  my  mind  the  expreflion  of 
the  man  above  mentioned  :  *  How  he  fweats  /' 

The  danger  I  had  been  in  had  made  fome  noife  ;  it 
fliould  feem  that  it  was  confidered  either  as  very  un- 
common, or  very  meritorious,  in  a  young  woman  to 
endanger  her  own  life  by  her  exceffive  forrow  at  her 
mother's  death.  I  received  many  marks  of  regard  on 
this  occafion,  which  were  extremely  grateful  to  me. 
One  of  the  firft  who  beftowed  them  was  M.  de  BoiC 
morel,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fince  his  vifits  to  my 
grandmother.  I  perceived  the  impreffion  made  upon 
him  by  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  my  perfon 
fince  that  period.  He  returned  at  a  time  when  I  was 
abfent,  and  held  a  long  conference  with  my  father, 
who  no  doubt  mentioned  my  ftudies,  and  fhowed  him 
the  little  apartment  in  which  I  paffed  my  time  : 
he  looked  at  my  books  my  works  w^ere  upon  the 
table;  they  excited  his  curiofity ;  and  my  father 
enabled  him  to  gratify  it,  by  putting  rhem  into  his 
hands. 
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Great  was  my  difpleafure  and  heavy  Were  my  com- 
plaints, v/hen  I  found,  on  my  return,  that  my  afylum 
had  been  violated.  My  father  indeed  affured  me  that 
he  fliould  never  have  done  fuch  a  thing  for  a  perfon  of 
iefs  gravity,  or  ]efs  worthy  of  confideration  than  M.  de 
Boifmorel :  but  all  his  reafoning  could  not  reconcile 
me  to  a  proceeding  which  was  an  attack  at  once  upon 
liberty  and  property  ;  it  was  difpofing,  without  my 
confent,  of  that  to  which  confidence  alone  could  lay 
claim.  But  tlie  mifchief  was  already  done,  and  the 
next  day  1  received  a  Very  handfome  letter  from  M.  de 
Boifmorel,  couched  in  terms  too  flattering  not  to 
procure  his^pardon  for  having  availed  himfelf  of  my 
father*s  indifcretion,  and  making  me  an  offer  of  every 
thing  his  library  contained^  I  did  not  receive  it  with 
indifierence ;  from  that  moment  we  commenced  a 
correfpondence,  and  for  the  firfl  time  in  my  life  I 
.enjoyed,  upon  reflection,  all  the  pleafure  which  fen- 
fibility  and  felf-love  make  us  feel  when  we  find 
ourfelves  prized  by  thofe  on  whofe  judgment  we 
fet  a  value. 

M..  de  Boifrhorcl  no  longer  refided  within  the  walls 
of  Paris 5.  his  partiality  for  the  country,  and  his  wifh 
not  to  remove  his  mother  to  too  great  a  diftance  from 
the  capital,  had  made  him  purchafe  Le  Petit  Bercy, 
a  charming  houfe,  fltuated  a  little  below  CharentoUj 
and  of  which  the  garden  extended  to  the  banks  of  the 
Seine.  He  prefixed  us  m.uch  to  take  it  in  our  v/alks, 
and  tefl:itied  the  ftrongeft  defire  to  receive  us  there. 
Recollefting  the  reception  formerly  given  me  by  his 
mother,  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  encounter  it  again, 
and  long  refifted  my  father's  entreaties.    He  infifled, 
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bowever;  and  as  I  did  not  wifli  to  objecl  to  the  little 
parties  he  fon:etimes  took  it  in  his  head  to  propofe  to 
me,  we  fet  off  one  day  for  Bcrcy,  ai  d  found  the  ladies 
of  the  Boifmorcl  family  fitting  together  in  the  fumnicr 
parlour.    The  prcfcnce  of  the  daughter- in-law,  whofe 
amiable  difpofition    I    had  heard   highly  extolled, 
infpired  me  all  at  once  with  that  mcdeft  afTiinnce 
which  was  neccffary  to  prevent  any  alteration  ^from 
taking  place  in  mii?e.    The  mother,  whofe  haughty 
tone  my  readef*  will  remember,  and  to  whom  increafmg 
years  had  brought  no  increafe  of  humility^  behaved) 
notwithllanding,  with  muchgreaterpolitenefstoayoung 
woman  who  feemed  fenfible  of  her  own  imporiance, 
than  Ihe  had  done  to, the  child  whom  Ihe  confidered 
as  utterly  infigniticant.    What  a  fine  girl  your  daughter 
is,  M.  Phlipon '  Why,  do  you  know  that  m.v  fon  is 
quite  enchanted  with  her?  Pray  Icll  me,  Mhdemoifelk, 
don't  you  think  of  getting  a  hufband  ? — There  are 
people.  Madam,  who  have  already  thought  for  me 
upon  that  fubject ;  but  as  to  myfelf,  I  have  not  yet  met 
with  fufficient  reafons  to  induce  me  to  change  mv 
lituation. — You    are  very  difncult,  I  fancy  !  Fray, 
lliould  you  have  any  objeclion  to  a  middle-aged  man  ? 
— An  acquaintance  with  the   perfon   could  alone 
determine  my  confcnt,  my  repugnance,  or  my  diflike. 
— Matches  of  that  fort  are  generally  productive  of  the 
moil  lafting  happinefs ;  a  young  man  often  goes  aftray, 
even  when  we  think  hhn  the  moft  attached  to  us. — 
And  why,  mother,  faid  M.  de  Boifmorel,  who  was  jull 
come  into  the  room,  would  not  you  with  the  young 
lady  to   believe  herfelf  capable  of  captivating  him 
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entirely  ? — She  is  dreffed  with  a  great  deal  of  tafte, 
laid  Madame  de  Boifmorel  to  her  daughter-in-law.— 
Ah  I  very  well  indeed,  and  with  fo  much  decency! 
replied  the  young  woman,  with  that  gentle  tone  of 
voice  peculiar  to  devotees;  for  flie  w^as  of  that 
defcription,  and  the  little  wings  of  her  cap  brought 
forward  over  an  agreeable  face,  that  had  feen  thirty- 
four  fummers,  were  in  the  f|-yle  of  that  religious 
charafter.  How  difi'erent,  continued  flie,  from  the 
paltry  feathers  of  giddy-headed  girls  !  You  don't  love 
feathers,  do  you,  Mademoifelle  ? — I  never  wear  any. 
Madam,  becaufe  it  feems  to  me  that  they  would 
announce  a  condition  in  life,  and  a  fortune,  that  do 
not  belong  to  an  artlft's  daughter  going  about  on  foot. 
— But  would  you  wear  them  if  you  were  in  a  different 
fituation  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I  attach  little  importance 
to  fuch  trifles.  I  only  confider  w^hat  is  fuitable  to 
myfelf,  and  fliould  be  very  forry  to  judge  of  others  from 
the  fuperficial  information  afforded  by  their  drefs. 

The  anfwer  was  fevere,  but  its  point  was  blunted  by 
the  foft  tone  of  voice  in  which  it  was  pronounced, 
A  philofopher  1  faid  the  young  lady,  with  a  figh,  as  if 
Hie  had  difcovered  that  I  was  not  one  of  her  way  of 
thinking. 

After  a  fcrupulous  examination  ofmy  perfon,  mingled 
with  a  great  number  of  fine  things  like  thofe  I  have  juft 
related,  M.  de  Boifmorel  put  an  end  to  the  inventory  of 
my  charms,  by  propofing  a  vifit  to  the  garden  and  the 
library.  I  admired  the  fituation  of  the  former,  w^here 
he  made  me  remark  a  fine  cedar  of  Lebanon ;  I 
viewed  the  library  with  an  eye  of  intereft,  and  pointed 
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out  the  books,  and  even  the  colleftlons,  that  I  wiilicd 
hhn  to  lend  me ;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  Bayky  and  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  different  academies  of  fciences. 
From  the  ladies  we  received  an  invitaiion  to  dinner  on 
an  appointed  day,  of  w^liich  we  availed  ourfelves ;  and 
I  foon  perceived,  by  two  or  three  men  of  bufmefs, 
vho,  with  Qurfclves,  made  up  the  whole  of  the  guelh, 
that  care  had  been  taken  to  provide  fit  company  for 
my  father^  without  attending  to  me.  But  M.  de 
Boifmorel  had  recourfe,  as  before,  to  the  library  and 
the  garden,  where  the  converfation  took  an  agreeable 
turn.  A  part  was  borne  in  it  by  his  fon,  a  }'Gung  man 
of  feventeen,  fufficiently  ugly,  and  of  manners  rather 
lingular  than  agreeable.  Nor  did  the  fine  company 
which  came  in  the  evening,  and  on  which  I  cafi:  an 
eye  of  obfervation,  appear  to  me  very  engaging,  iu 
fpite  of  their  titles:  the  daughters  of  a  marquis,  learned 
counfellors,  a  prior^  and  feveral  antiquated  dowagers, 
talked  with  more  importance,  but  quite  as  infipidly 
as  grey  fifters,  church-wardens,  and  fober  cits.  Thefe 
glimpfes  which  I  ftole  of  the  great  world,  difgufted 
me  wuth  it,  and  attached  me  more  than  ever  to  my 
own  way  of  fife.  M.  de  Boifmorel  did  not  lofe  the 
opportunity,  of  keeping  up  a  connexion,  on  which^ 
perhaps,  he  grounded  fome  projeft  for  the  future:  he 
fo  managed  matters,  that  the  tsvo  fathers  and  the  two 
children  formed  a  diftincl  party.  It  v/as  in  tins 
manner  alfo  that  he  carried  me  to  the  public  aflcmbly 
of  the  French  academy,  on  the  nejct  anniverfary  of 
St.  Louis.  Thefe  afiemblies  were,  at  tliat  time,  the 
j-efort  of  the  belt  company,  and  exhibited  all  thofe 
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ridiculous  contrafts,  which  our  manners  and  our  follies 
could  not  fail  to  produce.  On  the  morning  of  St. 
Louis*s  day,  high  mafs  was  chaunted  in  the  chapei  of 
the  academy  by  the  fingers  of  the  Opera,  after  which 
a  fafliionabie  preacher  pronounced  a  panegyric  on  the 
fainted  king.  The  Abbe  de  Befplas  performed  the 
office  ^  and  I  lifl-ened  to  him  with  great  pleafure, 
notwithflanding  the  fubjeft  was  trite  ;  for  his  difcourfe 
was  mterfperfed  with  bold  traits  of  philofophy,  and 
indirefl-  fatire  on  the  court,  which  he  was  obliged  to 
cancel  before  he  fent  his  fermon  to  the  prefs. 

M.  de  iioifmorel,  v^ho  w^as  acquainted  with  him, 
was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  faithful  copy,  which  he 
might  communicate  to  me;  but  the  Abbe  de  Befplas, 
who  was  attached  to  the  court,  in  quality  of  chaplain, 
to  Moyifmir^  thought  himfelf  very  fortunate  in  pur- 
chafmg  a  pardon  for  his  audacity  by  the  entire  facrifice 
of  the  pafTages  It  had  infpired.  In  the  evening,  the 
fitting  of  the  academy  opened  a  fine  field  for  the  firft 
wits  in  the  kingdom,  by  virtue  of  the  feats  they  oc- 
cupied ;  for  the  noblemen,  who  were  proud  of  feeing 
their  names  infcribed  on  the  lift  of  members,  and  of 
exhibiting  thcmfelves  in  their  arm-chairs ;  for  the 
amat-eurs,  who  came  to  liften  to  the  former,  to  gaze 
upon  the  latter,  and  to  fliew  themfelves  to  the  whole 
affembiy  ;  and  for  the  pretty  women,  who  were  fure  of 
attrafting  their  attention. 

1  took  p'jfticular  notice  oi D* Akmbert^  w^hofe  name, 
MiJieliankSy  and  writings  on  the  Encyclopdia^  excited 
my  curiofity ;  his  little  face,  and  fqueaking  voice,  made 
me  think  a  phiiofopher's  works  better  worth  con- 
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templation  than  his  perfon.  The  Abbe  de  Lille 
confirmed  my  remark  as  to  men  of  letters,  by  reciting 
the  mofi:  charming  verfes  in  the  moll  difagreeable  tone. 
The  panegyric  of  Catinat,  by  Laharpe,  bore  away  the 
prize,  and  was  highly  deferving  of  its  facccfs. 

As  free  from  afFeSation  at  the  academy  as  at 
church,  and  as  I  have  ever  remained  at  the  tlieatre* 
I  bore  no  part  in  the  Qoify  applaufe  beftovved,  with 
rapture,  upon  the  mofi:  ftriking  pafiages,  and  not 
unfrequently  with  oflentation  on  thofe  wdiich  every 
one  wiflied  to  have  the  credit  of  remarking.  I  was 
exceedingly  attentive  ;  liftening  witliout  paying  any 
regard  to  the  obfervers  ;  and  when  I  was  moved  I 
wept  without  even  fufpe6ling  that  my  doing  fo  would 
appear  Angular  to  any  one.  I  had  reafon  however  to 
perceive  that  it  was  a  novelty  3  for,  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  afiembly,  while  M.  de  Boifmorel  was  con- 
ducing me  to  the  door,  I  faw^  feveral  perfons  pointing 
me  out  to  one  another  with  a  fmile,  w-liich  I  was  not 
vain  enough  to  take  for  admiration,  but  in  which 
there  w^as  nothing  that  indicated  contempt ;  and  I 
heard  them  fay  fomething  about  my  feniibillty.  I 
experienced  a  mixed  fentlment  of  furprife  and  agreeable 
confufion,  which  I  cannot  defcribe ;  and  was  very 
happy  when  I  was  at  lait  able  to  efcape  from  their 
fight,  and  from  the  ciow^d. 

■  The  panegjTic  of  Catinat  fuggefied  to  M.  de  Boif. 
morel  the  idea  of  an  interefling  pilgrimage.  He  pro- 
profed  to  me  to  pay  a  vifit  to  St.  Gratien,  where  that 
great  man  ended  his  days  in  retirementf  from  honours 
^x\d  the  court.    It  was  an  excurfion  perfs£tly  failed  to 
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my  tafte.  M.  de  Boifmorel  came  one  Michaelmas  day, 
with  his  fon,  to  cnll  on  my  father  and  myfelf ,  and  we 
all  repaired  together  to  the  banks  of  the  lake  which 
embelliflies  the  valley  of  Montmorency.  From  the 
lake  we  proceeded  to  St.  Gratien,  and  refled  ourfelves 
in  the  fhade  of  the  trees  which  Catinat  planted  with 
his  own  hands ;  and  then,  after  a  frugal  dinner, 
retm'ned  to  pafs  the  reft  of  the  day  in  the  delightful 
park  of  Montmorency,  where  we  faw  the  little  houfe 
that  Jean  Jaques  *  had  inhabited,  and  enjoyed  all  the 
pleafure  afforded  by  a  beautiful  country  to  feveral  per- 
fons  who  contemplate  it  with  the  fame  eye.  After 
one  of  thofe  moments  of  repofe,  in  which  we  confider 
the  majefty  of  nature  in  filence,  M.  de  Boifmorel  took 
a  paper,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  out  of  his  pocket, 
and  read  to  us  an  anecdote  which  he  had  copied,  and 
which  was  then  but  little  known.  It  was  the  trait  of 
Montefquieu,  when  difcovered  at  Marfeilles  by  a  young 
man  whofe  father  he  had  redeemed  from  flavery,  en- 
deavouring to  efcape  from  the  thanks  of  thofe  whom 
he  had  obliged. 

Deeply  impreffcd  with  a  fenfe  of  Montefquieu's 
generofity,  I  did  not  exclufively  admire  his  obftinacy 
in  denying  that  he  was  the  adored  deliverer  of  a 
family  tranfported  with  joy :  the  generous  man  does 
not  look  for  acknowledgments;  but  however  noble 
it  may  be  to  decline  the  teftimonies  of  gratitude^  it  is  not 
lefs  the  part  of  a  great  mind  to  receive  its  effiifions.  I 
even  think  it  is  a  new  obligation  conferred  on  people  af 
fenfibility,  to  whom  we  have  been  of  fervice  ;  for  it  is 
to  them  a  way  of  difcharging  their  debt. 
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It  muft  not,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that  I  was  per- 
feQly  at  my  eafe  in  regard  to  tbefe  frequent  meetings 
of  my  father  and  M.  de  Bolfmorel :  I  favv  with  for- 
row  that  there  were  no  points  of  refemblance  between 
them.    His  fon  looked  at  me  a  great  deal ;  and  did 
not  pleafe  me  at  all.    I  thought  that  his  manner  rather 
indicated  curiofity  than  alFeftion  ^  befides,  the  direc 
or  four  years  between  his  age  and  mine,  placed  us  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other.    All  this  his 
father  perceived,  and  I  was  afterwards  told  that  he  had 
one  day  faid  to  mine,  with  an  affcclionate  fqueeze  of 
the  hand :  Ah !  if  my  child  were  but  worthy  of 
yours:  I  might  appear  fingular,  bui:  I  fliould  efteem 
myfelf  one   of   the  happiefl  of  mankind ! — I  had 
no  fufpicion  of  any  thing  of  the  fort :  1  did  not  even 
calculate  the  diftance  between  us  5  but  1  felt  ic,  and  it 
prevented  any  fuch  idea  from  riling  in  my  mind.  I 
looked  upon  M.  de  Boifmorei's  conduct  as  that  of  a 
prudent  and  benevolent  man,  who  h(.)noured  my  fex, 
felt  particular  efteem  for  irn,  and,  if  i  may  ufe  the 
expreflion,  protedted  my  inclinations.    His  correfpon- 
dence  refembled  him ;  its  leading  feature  was  a  gentle 
gravity,  and  it  bore  the  (lamp  of  refpedful  friend- 
ftiip,  and  of  a  mind  exalted  above  prejudices.    By  his 
means  I  became  acquainted  with  what  were  called  the 
noveltiss  (les  nonveautes)  of  the  learned  and  literary 
world.   I  feldom  faw  him,  but  I  heard  from  him  every 
week.    To  prevent  the  frequency  of  melTages  by  his 
fervants  to  me,  as  well  as  to  fave  me  the  expence  of 
carriage  from  Bercy,  he  ordered  the  books  intended 
for  my  perufal  to  be  left  with  the  porter  of  his  fifter, 
JMadame  de  Favieres^  whither  I  ufed  to  fi^nd  and  fetch 
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them.  M.  de  Boifmorel,  who  had  a  great  refpefl  lor 
the  republic  of  letters,  and  who  fancied,  in  confe* 
quence  of  his  prepoiTeflion  in  my  favour,  that  I  might 
be  ufefully  employed  in  its  fervicc,  or  elfe  was  de- 
firous  of  putting  me  to  a  trial,  advifed  me  to  choofc 
the  line  of  literature  that  fuited  me,  and  to  fit  down 
ferioufly  to  write.  At  firft  I  took  it  for  a  compliment ; 
but  by  returning  to  the  advice,  he  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fetting  forth  my  principles  on  that  fubje£>, 
my  well-founded  averfion  to  coming  forv^ard  in  an/ 
manner  on  the  theatre  of  the  world,  and  my  difinte- 
refted  love  of  ftudy,  which  I  vvifhed  to  make  inftru- 
mental  to  my  happinefs,  without  aiming  at  any  kind 
of  fam.e  that  mighc  tend  to  difturb  it.  After  having 
ferioufly  exhibited  my  doctrine,  I  changed  the  rea- 
foning  into  verfes,  w'hich  flowed  fpontaneouHy  from 
my  pen,  and  of  which  the  ideas  were  fuperior  to  th^ 
poetry.  I  recolleft,  that  w^hen  fpeaking  of  the  gods, 
and  the  way  in  which  they  have  diftributed  our  duties 
and  rewards,  I  exprefied  myfelf  thus; 

To  plan's  afpiring  fex  'tis  given 

To  climb  the  higheft  hili  of  far^ie, 
To  tread  the  fhortell  road  to  heaven, 
<  To  gain,  by  death,  a  deathiefs  name, 

Of  well-fought  fields,  and  trophies  wanj 

The  mem'ry  lives  while  ages  pafs^ 
Extant  in  everlafting  ftone, 

Or  written  on  retentive  brafs. 

Eat  to  poor  feeble  woman-kind 

The  meed  of  glory  is  denied  : 
Within  a  narrow  fphere  confin'd. 

The  lowly  virtues  are  thei*  pride. 
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Yet  not  deciduous  Is  their  Tame, 

Ending  whcie  frail  exigence  t-nds: 
A  facred  temple  holds  their  name-— 

The  bofom  of  furviving  friends*. 

M.  Boifmorel  anfvvercd  me  fonxt'mes  in  fimi!a.r 
language,  and  in  verfes  fcarccly  better  than  my  own ; 
but  neither  he  nor  I  attached  the  fmalleft  importance 
to  our  poetical  efFufions.  One  day  he  came  to  cou- 
fult  me  concerning  the  means  of  reviving  his  fon'i 
application  to  his  ftudies,  which  of  late  had  fuffered 
confidcrable  diminution. 

That  young  man  was  naturally  intimate  with  his 
contemporary,  and  firft  coufin,  M.  de  Favieres,  a  coun- 
fellor  in  parliament  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  w^ho 
joined  to  the  ufual  giddinefs  of  youth,  ail  the  confi- 
dence of  a  magiftrate;;  proud  of  his  gown,  without  at- 
tending to  his  duties  ;  and  all  the  freedom  of  manners, 
perhaps  even  the  licentioufnefs,  of  an  only  fon  bora 
to  a  confidcrable  cftate. 

The  Italian  theatre  and  the  Opera  employed  the 
two  coufins  much  more  than  Cujas  and  Bartok  did  the 

♦  Aux  hommes  owvrant  la  cart  ie re 
Des  grands  et  des  nobles  talents^ 
lis  nont  mis  aucune  harrierf 
A  leur  plus  fuhlimes  elans. 
De  mon  fexe  foible  et  fenfible^ 
lis  ne  'veulcnt  que  des  ^jertus  ,• 
Nous  pOHWons  imiter  TituSf 
Mais  dans.  un.  fenfier  moins  penilh, 
JouiJJ'ez.  d'etre  admis  a  toutes  ces  fortes  de  gloirtt ; 
Four  nous  le  temple  de  Me  moire 
EJi  dans  les  caurs  de  fios  a;nis„ 
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one,  or  the  mathematics  the  other.    I  mull  requeft 
you,  faid  M.  de  Boifmorel,  to  write  a  fevere  letter  to 
my  fon,  in  terms  fenfible  and  impreflive,  fuch  as  your 
mind  cannot  fail  to  fuggeft,  and  fuch  as  may  ferve  to 
awaken  his  felf-love,  and  infpire  him  with  generous 
refolutions. — Who,  /,  Sir?  Do  you  mean  me?  (I 
could  fcarcely  believe  my  ears.)    With  what  face, 
pray,  can  I  preach  to  your  fon  ? — You  may  adopt  any 
mode  you  pleafe,  with  the  certainty  that  your  name 
fhall  remain  concealed.    We  w^ill  have  the  letter  con^ 
veyed  as  if  it  came  fi'om  a  perfon  who  i§  iq  the  habit 
pf  feeing  him,  w^ho  is  acquainted  with  his  proceedings, 
and  who  warns  him  of  the  danger  that  awaits  his 
fteps.    I  will  take  care  to  have  it  deUvered  at  a  mo- 
ment when  it  is  likely  to  have  its  full  effeft :  I  only 
wifli  him  not  to  fufpeft  me  of  any  hand  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  s  and  in  due  time  will  let  him  know  to  what  phy- 
fician  he  is  indebted  for  his  cure. — Oh  !  he  fure  you 
never  mention  my  name ! — -but  you  certainly  have 
friends  who  could  do  this  better  than  I.— I  think; 
otherwife,  and  requeft  it  of  you  as  a  favour. — Well, 
then,  I  will  lay  afide  my  fcruples,  to  prove  to  you  my 
defire  to  oblige ;  and  will  make  a  rough  draught,  of 
which  you  fhall  give  me  your  opinion,  and  which  I 
will  beg  you  to  correft. 

That  very  evening  I  wrote  a  very  pointed,  and  fomc- 
what  ironical  letter ;  fuch  as  I  conceived  calculated  to 
flatter  the  vanity,  and  to  excite  the  thinking  faculty  of  ^ 
a  youth,  to  whom  it  is  neceffary  to  talk  of  his  advan- 
tages when  you  wi(h  to  recall  him  to  ferious  occupa^ 
tions.    M.  de  Boifmorel  was  delighted,  and  begged 

mQ 
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tne  to  forward  It  without  altering  a  word.  I  fent  It  to 
Sophia,  tequefting  her  to  put  it  into  the  poft-ofBce  at 
Amiens,  and  waited  with  no  fmall  degree  of  impa- 
tience to^kiowwhat  effe£l  my  fermon  would  produce. 

M.  de  Boifmorel  foon  wTOte  me  an  epiftlc  contain- 
ing particulars  which  interefted  me  exceedingly  :  he 
had  brought  together  a  number  of  circumllances 
which  rendered  the  thing  infinitely  flriking:  the  young 
man  w^as  afFedied ;  and  fancying  that  the  celebrated 
Duclos  was  the  author  of  the  remonftrance,  went  to 
return  him  thanks :  deceived  in  this  conjefture,  he 
next  addreffed  himfelf  to  another  of  his  father's 
friends,  and  found  that  he  was  not  at  all  nearer  the 
mark.  Study,  however^  in  fome  degree  refuraed  her 
reign. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  tranfaillon  that  M.  de 
Boifmorel,  going  with  his  fon  from  Bercy  to  Vincen- 
nes,  where  he  knew  I  was  on  a  vlfit  to  my  uncle,  and 
whither  he  was  bringing  me  the  Gcorgics,  tranHatcd  by 
the  Abbe  Delille,  was  Uruck  by  a  LQup-de-Joleil,  He 
made  very  light  of  it ;  but  was  foon  after  taken  ill 
with  a  headach,  firft  foliow^ed  by  a  fever,  and  then  by 
a  lethargy ;  and  died  in  the  meridian  of  life,  after  an 
illnefs  of  a  few  days.  Scarcely  eighteen  months  had 
elapfed  fmce  we  commenced  cur  correfpondence :  I 
grieved  for  his  death,  I  believe,  more  fincerely  than  his 
own  fon  s  nor  does  his  image  ever  revert  to  my  mind 
without  my  feeling  that  painful  regret,  and  that  fcnti- 
ment  of  veneration  and  concern,  which  accompany 
the  remembrance  of  a  virtuous  man. 

^  When  my  forrow  was  a  little  allayed,  I  celebrated 
his  Hiemory  in  a  monody,  which  no  one  ever  faw, 

which 
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which  I  fung  to  my  guitar,  and  which  I  have  fince  for- 
gotten, and  Joft.  1  never  heard  any  thing  farther  of 
his  family,  unlefs  that  one  day,  when  my  father  went 
to  pay  an  occaConal  vifit,  the  young  de  Boifmorel, 
who  then  bore  the  name  of  Roberge,  told  him  in  a 
very  cavalier  manner,  that  he  had  found  my  letters  ta 
his  father,  and  thrown  them  by  in  a  corner,  in  ordtr 
to  return  them  if  required  ;  and  that  among  them  he 
had  difcovered  the  original  of  a  certain  epiftle  which 
he  himfclf  had  formerly  received^  My  father,  who 
was  well  acquainted  with  all  that  had  pafTed,  and  who 
made  hira  little  or  no  anfwer,  perceived  the  young 
man  v;as  piqued  ;  whence  I  concluded  that  he  was  a 
blockhead,  and  gave  myfelf  no  farther  concern  about 
him  :  I  do  not  know  whether  I  guefTed  aright. 

Some  time  afterj  Madam  de  Favieres  came  to  my 
father  to  employ  him  in  the  purchafe  of  fome  jewels^ 
or  in  the  execution  of  fome  work.  1  happened  to  ba 
in  my  little  cell,  and  could  overhear  all  that  was  paf- 
{ing  in  the  next  room.  '  Your  daughter  is  a  charming 
giri,  Monfieur  Phlipoh :  my  brother  ufed  to  fay  that 
flie  w-as-  one  of  the  moll  fenfible  w^omen  he  ever  met 
w^Ilh  in  his  life  ;  take  care,  however,  that  flie  does  not 
fet  up  for  a  wit,  that  would  be  very  fliocking  indeed. 
Does  (lie  not,  do  you  think,  feem  a  little  of  the  pe- 
dant  ?  Tis  to  be  apprehended  ^  and,  if  I  miflake  not, 
I  have  heard  fomcthing  of  the  kind.  She  is  a  pretty- 
faced  girl :  a  very  good-looking  girl  indeed/  Upon 
mv  vvord,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  this  is  a  very  imperti-* 
nent  fine  lady,  and  very  like  her  mother:  heaven 
defend  me  from  ever  feeing  her  face,  or  fliewing  her 
mine ! 

My 
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My  father,  who  knew  very  well  I  was  within  hear- 
ing, did  not  think  proper  to  call  me,  lince  I  did  not 
choofe  to  fliew  myfelfj  nor  from  that  day  to  the  pre- 
fent  have  I  ever  heard  the  voice  of  Madam  de  Fa- 
vieres. 

Hitherto  I  have  fcarcely  mentioned  my  excellent 
coufm  Trude.  She  was  one  of  thofe  kind  fouls  which 
heaven  in  its  goodnefs  formed  for  the  honour  of  the 
human  race,  and  the  confolation  of  the  unfortunate. 
Generous  by  nature,  and  amiable  widiout  art,  I  could 
never  perceive  any  obje61ion  to  her,  but  an  exccfs  of 
delicacy  and  virtuous  pride.  She  would  have  thought 
herfelf  defeflive  in  her  duties,  if  fhe  had  left  room  to 
doubt  her  having  fulfilled  them.  That  was  precifeiy 
the  way  to  become  completely  the  vi6lim  of  a  whim- 
fical  hulband.  Trude  was  a  rudic,  his  ideas  as  extra- 
vagant as  his  temper  was  impetuous,  and  his  beha* 
viour  brutal.  He  was  engaged  in  the  looking-glafs 
trade,  as  all  the  Trudes  have  been,  in  regular  fuccef- 
fion,  for  feveral  generations.  Of  an  aftive  dii-pofiiion, 
laborious  by  fits,  and  aflifted  by  the  care  and  intelli- 
gence of  an  agreeable  and  prudent  woman,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  tolerably  in  bulinefs,  and  was  indebted  to  his 
wife's  merit  for  the  kind  countenance  flicwn  him  by 
his  own  family,  who  would  have  flighted  him  had  he 
remained  a  fingle  man. 

My  mother  was  very  fond  of  her  little  coufin,  Vvho 
held  her  in  fingular  veneration,  and  was  ftrongly  at- 
tached to  me. 

She  proved  it,  as  my/eader  has  already  f-^en,  on 
the  death  of  my  mother^  taken  up  in  the  day  with  her 
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houfeliold  affairs,  and  her  hufband,  llie  Infixed  upon 
being  my  nurfe  during  the  night.  She  came  from  a 
confiderable  diftance  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  nurfe  ; 
nor  had  I  any  other  as  long  as  I  continued  in  danger. 
That  circumdance  naturally  increafed  our  intimacy, 
and  we  favv  each  other  frequently.  Her  hufband  took 
it  in  his  head  to  come  ftill  more  frequently^  unaccom- 
panied by  his  wife.  At  firfl:  I  bore  with  him  on  her 
account,  in  fpitc  of  his  tirefome  converfation  ;  but  at 
length  he  became  infupportable,  and  1  made  ufe  of  all 
the  management  necefiary  with  a  wrong-headed 
man,  to  make  him  perceive  that  neither  his  quality 
of  kinfman,  nor  that  of  hufband  to  my  much-beloved 
friendj  could  authorize  fuch  frequent  vifits^  which 
Would  at  any  rate  have  been  improper  in  the  fickly. 
and  fuffering  ilate  to  which  my  forrow  had  reduced 
me. 

My  dear  coufin  came  lefs  frequently,  but  he  made 
tedious  vifits  of  three  or  four  hours,  notwithftanding 
my  employing  myfelf  conftantly,  and  even  writing, 
to  make  him  imderftand  that  I  was  in  hafte  and 
when  i  begged  him  in  plain  terms  to  retire,  as  I  was 
at  lafi:  forced  to  do,  he  went  home  in  fuch  a  humour^ 
and  behaved  fo  ill  to  his  wife,  that  {he  entreated  me 
to  exert  my  patience  for  the  fake  of  her  domeftic 
peace.  On  Sundays  and  holydays  particularly,  I  was 
doomed  to  do  penance:  when  the  weather  was  fine 
i  efcaped,  and  appointed  a  meeting  with  his  wife  at 
the  houfe  of  my  aged  relations;  fince  the  receiving 
her  at  home  for  a  fliort  time  in  his  company,  was  not 
feeing  her,  but  being  a  wicncfs  to  the  brutal  behaviour 
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of  her  furly  hufiDand.  In  the  winter  I  managed  ano- 
ther way :  I  gave  a  holyday  to  the  maid,  who  locked, 
barred,  and  bolted  every  door; 'and  I  remained  alone 
and  quiet  till  eight  o'clock  at  night.  Trudc  came; 
could  make  nobody  hear,  came  again,  and  fometimes 
walked  for  two  or  three  hours  round  the  houle  in  the 
fnow  or  rain,  waiting  for  the  moment  of  admifTion. 
To  conceal  myfelf  when  I  was  really  there  in  com- 
pany with  any  one,  was  almoft  impoffible ;  and  pofi- 
tively  to  forbid  him  the  houfe  by  prevailing  on  my 
father  to  break  off  all  connexion  with  this  curious 
perfonage  (which  would  have  been  difficult,  becaufe 
lie  had  no  children,  and  my  father  thought  it  pru* 
dent  to  preferve  his  good  opinion),  would  have  been 
coming  to  that  extremity  which  his  wife  dreaded, 
would  have  put  an  end  to  our  intimacy,  and  would 
have  expofed  her  to  further  affliflions. 

I  know  nothing  worfe  than  to  have  connexions  with 
a  madman:  there  is  no  way  of  dealing  with  him  but 
by  means  of  a  flrait  waiftcoat  every  thing  elfe  is  of 
no  avail.  This  brutal  coufm  was  a  plague  to  me, 
and  I  know  nothing  that  can  better  prove  the  merit 
of  his  wife,  than  my  refraining  from  having  him 
thrown  out  of  the  window;  but  he  vrould  have  re- 
turned by  the  chimney.  To  do  him  juftice,  however, 
Trude  was  not  without  a  certain  fort  of  politenefs — 
rather  a  madman  than  a  fool,  he  gave  reafon  to  fup* 
pofe  he  knew  how  far  he  could  carry  his  extravagance 
with  impunity;  for  his  coarfe  converfation  was  never 
indecent;  and  though  for  ever  at  variance  with  good* 
breeding  and  rationality,  he  never  offended  againft 
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modefty,  or  wounded  the  moft  delicate  ear. .  When 
his  wife  was  walking  with  me  he  watched  us,  and  if 
we  were  accofted  or  faluted  by  any  man,  he  became 
uneafy  and  furioiis  till  he  found  who  it  was.  It 
will  be  imagined,  perhaps,  he  was  jealous  of  his 
wife,  and  that  was  in  fome  degree  true ;  but  he  was 
ten  times  more  fo  on  my  account.  In  fpite  of  fo  tor- 
menting a  life,  Madam  Trude's  gentlenefs  was  not 
unaccompanied  by  gaiety ;  and  flie  would  pafs  one  day 
in  weeping,  and  the  next  in  making  merry  with  her 
friends. 

It  was  her  cuftom  to  give  family  entertainments, 
which  were  followed  by  a  dance,  once  or  twice  dur- 
ing the  winter  feafon.  Her  coufin  was  always  the 
heroine  of  the  feftival,  and  her  hulband  was  more 
amiable  than  ufual  for  feveral  days  afterwards.  At 
her  houfe  I  became  acquainted  with  two  perfons 
whom  I  will  mention  here :  one  was  the  Abbe  Bexon, 
a  little  witty  hump-backed  man,  thevgreat  friend  of 
Frangois  de  Neufchateau,  and  of  MaiTon  de  Mar- 
villiers,  and  author  of  a  hiftory  of  Loraine,  that  had 
but  indifferent  fuccefs.  The  celebrated  Buffoh  fome- 
times  employed  his  pen,  as  well  as  that  of  feveral 
others,  to  prepare  materials  and  (ketches,  which  he 
afterwards  beautified  by  the  vivid  tints  fupplied  by 
his  brilliant  imagination.  Bexon,  affifted  by  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  prote£tor  Buffon,  and  by  that  of  feveral 
women  of  quality,  whofe  relations  he  had  known  at 
Remiremont,  his  native  place,  where  there  was  a 
chapter  of  noble  canoneffes,  became  precentor  of  the 
holy  chapel  at  Paris.    He  brought  thither  his  mother 

and 
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and  fifter,  who  woul^  furnifh  matter  for  an  epifode. 
If  I  were  inclined  to  introduce  any  not  neceffarily 
connefled  with  m  fubjeft. 

The  poor  creature  died  too  foon  for  the  happlnefs 
of  his  tall  fifter,  with  black  eyes  begging  for  adorers, 
and  with  beautiful  fhoulders  of  which  fhe  was  fond 
of  making  a  difplay.  He  came  twice  to  fee  me  at 
my  father^s,  and  was  fo  tranfported  at  finding  Xe- 
nophon  in  folio  on  my  table,  that  in  the  height  of  his 
ccftacy  he  would  have  kiffed  me.  But  as  in  my  opinion 
there  was  no  good  reafon  for  it,  I  calmed  him  fo  effec- 
tually by  my  referve,  that  his  wit  ever  after  was  unat- 
tended by  raptures,  nor  did  I  fee  him  more,  unlefs  at 
my  confines  houfe. 

The  other  perfon  was  the  worthy  Gibert;  rigid 
in  his  morality,  and  infinitely  gentle  in  his  manners, 
he  married  at  a  very  early  age,  a  woman  w^hofe 
beauty  was  greater  than  her  good  temper,  an  I  had  a 
fon  by  her  whofe  education  was  his  chief  delight.  He 
had  an  employ  in  the  admlniftration  of  the  poft-office, 
and  devoted  his  leifure  moments  to  painting  and 
mufic. 

Gibert  had  about  him  all  the  marks  of  a  juft  and 
fincere  man ;  nor  was  his  condu£t  ever  at  variance 
with  them.  His  faults  were  tho'e  of  his  judgment : 
his  friendfhip  was  a  fort  of  fanaticifm  ;  and  we  were 
tempted,  while  we  lamented,  to  refpecl  his  errors. 
Gibert  had  been  connefted  from  his  infancy  with  a 
man  for  whom  he  profefTed  equal  veneration  and  at- 
tachment, in  whofe  praife  he  was  loud  upon  every  oc- 
cafion,  and  of  whofe  friendfhip  he  was  proud.  Gi- 
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bert  was  defiroiis  of  being  acquainted  with  me:  hi* 
wife  and  he  can^.e  to  my  father's ;  I  ivt  irned  their  vifit, 
and  as  they  did  not  go  out  much  together,  be  came 
alone  from  time  to  time  to  repeat  his  vifit.  I  al« 
ways  received  him  with  particular  pleafare,  and  in 
time  we  formed  a  connexion  of  a  truly  friendly  na« 
ture.  Gibert  foon  began  to  fpeak  to  me  of  his  phoe- 
nix: it  feemed  as  if  he  could  not  be  happy  till  his 
friend  and  I  had  aa  opportunity  of  admiring  each 
other;  and  at  lafl  he  invited  him  to  meet  me  at  din- 
ner at  his  houfe.  I  met  a  man  whofe  extreme  fim- 
plicity  bordered  upon  negligence.  Speaking  little, 
and  never  looking  another  in  the  face,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  for  one,  who  had  never  heard  him  men- 
tioned, to  form  an  opinion  of  him  from  a  hnglc  inter- 
view ;  and  I  confefs,  notwichftanding  my  particular 
tafte  for  modeft  demeanour,  I  fliould  willingly  have 
taken  him  at  his  word  in  regard  to  his  own  importance. 
However,  as  he  neither  wanted  fenfe  nor  information, 
people  gave  him  the  greater  credit,  whenever  he  hap- 
pened to  bring  them  to  view ;  and,  like  Gibert,  fup- 
pofed  him  to  have  more. than  he  adually  pofTcfied. 
His  wife,  who  was  rather  infignificant,  but  by  no 
means  deftitute  of  fenfibility*  brought  to  mind  the 
intentique  or  a  tenehant  of  Virgil,  whenever  her  hufband 
opened  his  mouth  to  fpeak.  He  cannot,  however, 
be  a  man  altogether  of  a  vulgar  mind,  who  thus  finds 
means  to  impofe,  even  upon  thofe  who  fee  him  daily, 
i.i  regard  to  his  real  merit :  he  mufl  be  great  in  fome- 
thingj  at  leaft  in  dilhrnulation ;  and  if  circumilances 
induce  him  to  carry  it  as  far  iis  pofiible  ia  important 
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affairs,  inftead  of  the  f  :lfe  philofopher  obtainhg  un- 
deferved  efteem,  he  may  become  a  villain  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  his  fellow-creUures.  Iliflory  will  enable  us 
tojudge  of  him  L-:y  the  fequel.  I  feldom  faw  this  friend 
of  Gibert.  He  ahpnioned  a  lucrative  place,  and 
France  itfelf,  in  order  to  fettle  in"  Switzerland,  whither 
liberty  called  him,  and  whiihcr  he  was  led  by  his  tafte 
,for  a  country  life.  Let  him  depart  in  peace:  he  will 
return  too  foon. — That  was  the  manner  in  which  I 
became  acquainted  with  Pache  :  fox  P ache  was  the 
man.  My  readers  will  fee  how  Gibert  brought  him 
to  our  hoLife,  ten  years  after,  and  introduced  him  to 
my  hufband,  who  thought  him  probity  itfelf;  men- 
tioned him  at  a  moment  when  his  fuffrage  was  fuffi» 
cient  to  eftabliQi  a  man's  reputation;  and  was  the 
caiife  of  his  coming  into  adminidration,  where  he  dif- 
ftinguillied  himfclf  by  nothing  but  follies,  which  pro* 
cured  him  his  removal  to  the  mayoralty,  where  he 
authorized  nothing  but  atrocities. 

Madam  Trude  was  extremely  defirous  of  taking 
a  journey,  in  order  to  vifit  a  relation  to  whom  fhe  was 
much  attached,  and  propofed  being  abfent  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks.  Her  hufband  objefted  to  his 
(Ounter\  remaining  fo  long  without  its  feminine  or- 
nament ;  but  thought  the  thing  feafible,  provided 
I  would  confent  to  come  now  and  then  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  to  take  her  place.  My  coufm  wifhed  I 
would  have  the  kindnefs  to  do  fo :  her  intimating;  fo 
much,  was  quite  enough  to  induce  me  not  to  refufc 
her  J  and  my  friend^ip  made  me  willingly  undertake 
the  tafk,    I  went  feven  or  eight  times  to  take  Madam 
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Trude*s  place  behind  the  counter.  Her  hufbandj 
highly  delighted,  and  not  a  little  proud,  conduced 
himfelf  with  great  propriety,  attended  to  the  externa! 
bufincfs,  and  feemed  fenfible  of  the  kindnefs  of  my 
behaviour.  It  was  decreed,  that  at  one  time  in  my 
life,  and  in  fpite  of  my  averfion  to  trade,  I  (hould  fell 
watch-glaffes  and  fpe£lacles.  The  fituation  was  not 
agreeable.  Trude  lived  in  the  Rue  Montmarlre,  near 
the  Rue  Ticquetonne,  where  his  facceffor  muft  now 
refide  :  I  can  conceive  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  the  noife 
of  the  carriages  eternally  roUing  along,  to  a  perfon 
ftanding  in  an  open  fliop.  I  fhould  foon  have  grown 
deaf,  as  my  poor  coufm  now  is. — Let  us  quit  this  unfor- 
tunate couple,  whofe  fate  we  (hall  fee  hereafter,  and  re- 
turn to  my  other  relation. 

I  went  to  Mademoifelle  Defportes'  once  or  twice  a 
week,  on  the  days  fhe  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
company ;  and  fine  portraits  I  fhould  have  to  paint  if 
the  originals  were  worth  the  pains  ^  but  were.  I  to 
pourtray  counfellors  of  the  Chdtelet  like  little  Mopinot^ 
whofe  pretenfions  to  wit  were  grounded  on  epigrams  j 
the  bigotted  de  la  Prejte,  who  had  no  other  fault  than 
that  of  being  choleric,  and  a  Janfenift ;  a  widow  who 
hid  a  love  of  pleafure  under  the  mafk  of  commodious 
devotion,  like  Madam  Blancfune  \  an  old  and  rich 
bachelor,  too  difgufting  to  be  named  ;  a  worthy  man 
jnceffantly  reafoning^  and  as  regular  as  clock-work, 
like  Baudin,  the  cuftom-houfe  officer  j  and  a  multitude 
of  other  individuals  of  different  complexions,  but  of  no 
greater  value;  it  would  only  be -throwing  away  my 
colours,  and  my  time.    I  fliould  like,  however,  to  meet 
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Father  Rabbe,  a  very  flircwd  Oratorian  *,  rendered 
refpeftable  by  his  age,  and  agreeable  by  his  highly 
cultivated  mind ;  and  with  Do£lor  Cojie,  who  amufed 
himfelf  by  imitating  Perrault,  without  erefling  a 
Louvrey  and  who  fpoke  ill  of  matrimony,  as  the  Devil 
makes  grimaces  at  holy  water, 

Mademoifelle  Defportes  had  inherited  from  her 
mother  much  delicacy  and  pride,  joined  to  the  art 
of  employing  her  little  fortune  in  commerce,  with" 
out  appearing  to  have  any  concern  in  it,  and  of  deal- 
ing on  a  footing  of  confidence  and  equaKty  with  the 
rich  and  titled  individuals  who  bought  her  goods. 
But  as  fuch  a  mode  of  tranfafting  bufmefs  is  quite 
foreign  to  the  fpirit  of  trade  which  fupports  itfelf  by 
aftive  fpeculations,  flie  found  her  little  inheritance 
growing  fmaller  every  day,  and  at  laft  bade  adieu  to 
commerce,  reducing  her  expences  at  the  fame  time  on 
a  more  moderate  fcale.  , 

Her  difpofition,  her  manners,  the  fober  way  in 
which  fhe  lived,  and  the  fondnefs  fhe  teftified  for  me, 
had  made  my  mother  wifh  to  fee  me  cultivate  her  ac- 
quaintance. Accordingly  fhe  often  fent  me  to  her 
houfe.  A  party  of  piquet  was  the  rallying-point  of 
the  fociety,  the  other  members  of  which  either  chatted 
or  worked.  Mademoifelle  Defportes,  probably  with  a 
view  of  exercifing  my  complaifance,  often  fet  me  down 
to  play,  which  was  my  averfion  ;  butjthe  affiftance  of  a 
partner  f,  and  permiffion  to  laugh  at  my  own  abfence 
of  mind,  reridered  the  trial  of  my  patience  lefs  fevere. 

•  The  Oratorians  were  an  order  of  monks. — Tran/, 
\  Four-handed  piquet  is  played  very  commonly  in  France.— Tr^w/, 
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Here,  in  his  turn,  I  cannot  help  bringing  forward 
on  the  ftage  an  old  man  lately  arrived  from  Pondi- 
cherry,  and  with  whom  I  kept  up  a  frequent  and 
agreeable  intercourfe  for  little  lefs  than  a  year.  My 
fatlier  fume  how  or  other  (in  the  way  of  bufinefs  I 
believe,)  had  become  acquainted  with  a  reduced  offi- 
cer, metan.orphofed  into  a  clerk  without  a  place,  and 
had  afterwards  received  him.  cn  the  footing  of  a  friend. 
His  name  w?s  Demontchery.  He  was  about  fix  and 
thiity,  of  poliflied  manners  and  infinuadng  conver- 
fation,  and  was  poffefTed  of  ihofe  graces  which  are 
derived  from  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  perhaps 
from  tender  'Connexions  with  the  fair.  Demontchery 
w^as  attentive  to  my  father;  but  feldom  came  into  my 
mother's  apartment,  who  would  not  have  fufTered  any 
man  to  pay  his  court  to  her.  As  to  mt,  he  frankly 
profelTed  refpe£f,  efleem,  and  fo  fcrth,  as  well  as  an 
inclination  to  offer  me  his  heart  if  fortune  Ihould 
prove  more  kind — She  fei  t  him  on  a  voyage  to  the 
Eafl  Indies,  He  wrote  to  us,  and  did  not  conceal  his 
wiilies  for  fuch  fuccefs  as  might  enable  him  to  return 
w^ith  well  ifoundcd  pretenfions ;  but  being  no  more 
than  a  captain  of  fepoys,  and  too  honourable  a  man 
to  underfiand  any  thing  about  making  money,  he 
had  not,  I  believe,  got  very  forward  in  the  world,  when 
he  returned  after  feven  years'  abfence,  and  learned  that 
my  hand  had  been  difpofed  of  a  fortnight  before, 
I  know  not  what  is  become  of  him,  nor  the  fentiments 
he  might  have  infpired  me  with,  if  niy  inclinations 
had  been  free.  During  his  flay  at  Pondicherry  he 
made  acquaintance  with  M.  de.  Saintc-Lette,  one  of 
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the  members  of  the  ccj  .jij,  and  intruncd  him  vviih 
letters  for  my  fat])'.r,  when  the  coiiucil  dispatched 
Sainte-Lette  to  Paris,  in  1776^  to  condu6i  fome  iiiipor- 
tant  'uffdir, 

Sainte  Lette  was  more  than  Cix^v  vcars  of  ao:e. 
He  was  a  m-n  whom  a  gay  turn  of  iiilnd,  and  flrong 
paffions,  had  led  away  in  his  youth,  when  he  fqiiandered 
his  fortune  at  Paris.  Pie  had  gone  over  to"  America, 
and  had  remained  thirteen  years  at  Louifisna,  i»s  dl- 
re6ior  of  the  Indian  trade.  Having  afterwards  reaio- 
ved  to  A/ia,  he  wi^s  employed  in  the  adminiftraiion  of 
pubHc  affairs  at  Pondicherry,  and  was  end^^avouring 
to  amafs  the  means  of  Hving  or  of  dying  in  France,  on 
fome  future  day,  with  M.  de  Sevelinge^  the  friend  of 
his  youth,  of  whom  I  fliall  hereafter  make  fume  men- 
tion.  A  grave  and  folemn  voice,  diiiinguiflied  by  that 
accent  which  is  derived  from  experience  and  adver- 
fity,  and  fupported  by  the  ready  exprelijon  of  a  cul- 
tivated mind,  ftriick  me  in  Sainte-Lette,  the  firft  mo- 
Rient  I  heard  him  fpeak.  Demontchery  had  fpcken  to 
him  of  me;  and  probably  made  him  defire  our  ac- 
quaintance. My  father  w^as  civil:  and  I  paid  him 
much  attention,  becaufe  he  foon  prepofTefTed  me  in  his 
favour.  I  fo\md  his  company  very  agreeable  ;  he  was 
fond  of  mine;  and,  during  his  ilay,  never  fuffered  a 
week  to  pafs  without  paying  me  a  vifit. 

Perfons  who  have  fcen  a  great  deal,  are  always  worth 
hearing;  and  thofe  who  have  felt  a  great  deal,  have 
always  feen  more  than  any  other  perfons,  even  w  hen 
they  have  travelled  kfs  than  Sainte-Lette.  He  had 
more  of  that  kind  of  information  which  is  derived 
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from  experience,  than  of  that  which  is  collefled  from 
books  :  with  lefs  pretenfions  to  the  title  of  a  learned 
man,  than  to  that  of  a  philofopher,  he  reafoned  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  human  heart  s  and  ftill  retained 
a  tafte  for  the  lighter  kinds  of  poetry,  in  which  he  was 
no  mean  proficient.  He  gave  me  fome  of  his  produc- 
tions j  and  I  communicated  to  him  in  return  fome  of 
ray  reveries. — '  Mademoifelle/  faid  he  repeatedly,  in 
the  tone  of  prophecy,  or  in  that  of  convi6lion,  '  you  may 
do  what  you  will  to  avoid  it ;  but  you  will  certainly 
write  a  book.' — '  It  fhall  be  under  another  name  then/ 
anfwered  I,  '  for  I  w^ould  fooner  cut  off  my  fingers 
than  turn  author.' 

At  my  father^s  Sainte-Lette  met  a  perfon  with  whom 
1  was  become  acquainted  a  few  months  before,  and 
who  was  fated  to  have  a  powerful  influence  over  my 
future  fortune,  though  I  little  thought  fo  at  the  time* 
i  have  already  faid  that  Sophy,  more  taken  up  than  I 
with  paying  and  receiving  vifits,  was  far  from  finding 
it  conducive  to  her  advantage.  She  had  fpoken  to  me 
feveral  times  of  a  man  of  great  merit,  who  had  a  place 
at  Amiens,  and  was  frequently  at  .her  mother's,  while 
refident  there ;  which,  however,  was  not  generally  the 
cafe,  becaufe  he  vifited  Paris  every  winter,  and  in  the 
fummer  often  made  long  journies.  She  had  only  men- 
tioned him,  becaufe  in  the  infignlficant  crowd  with 
W'hich  fhe  was  furrounded,  fhe  was  pleafed  to  meet 
with  an  individual  whofe  inftruftive  converfation  always 
feemed  to  contain  fomething  new,  whofe  auflere,'  but 
fimple  manners,  infpired  confidence,  and  who  was 
univerfally  efteemed,  though  not  univerfally  beloved, 
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becaufe  his  feverity,  which  bordered  on  the  f  ircaftic, 
gave  many  pec.ple  offence.  Sophy  had  fpoken  to  him 
alfo  of  her  beloved  friend.  Nothing  indeed  was 
talked  of  in  her  family  but  the  intimacy  and  conftancy 
of  a  convent  connexion,  which  acquired  a  certain  de- 
gree of  refpeftability  from  time.  He  had  alfo  feen 
my  portrait,  which  Madam  Cannct  had  hung  up  in  a 
confpicuous  fituation.  ^  Why  then/  he  ufed  to  fay,  *  do 
you  not  make  me  acquainted  with  this  amiable  friend? 
I  go  every  year  to  Paris — Shall  I  never  have  a  letter 
to  deliver  to  her?'  He  obtained  the  commiflion  he 
defired  in  the  month  of  December  1775  :  I  'was  then 
in  mourning  for  my  mother,  and  in  that  ftate  of  tender 
melancholy,  which  follows  violent  grief.  Whoever 
came  on  the  part  of  Sophy,  was  fure  of  a  good  recep- 
tion. *  You  will  receive  this,*  faid  my  beloved  friend 
in  her  letter,  *  from  the  hands  of  M.  Roland  de  la 
Platiere,  the  philofopher  you  have  fometimes  heard 
me  mention— an  enlightened  man,  of  fpotlefs  repu- 
tation, who  can  be  reproached  with  nothing  but  his^ 
too  great  admiration  for  the  ancients,  at  the  cxpence 
of  the  moderns,  whom  he  undervalues,  and  with  beinjr 
too  fond  of  fpeaking  of  himfelf.'  This  portrait  can 
hardly  be  called  a  fketch^  but  the  out-hne  is  well 
drawn.  I  found  him  a  man  confiderably  turned  of 
fortyi  tall,  and  negligent  in  his  carriage,  with  that 
ftiihefs  which  is  often  contra£led  by  ftudy  ;  but  his 
manners  were  eafy  and  fimple  ^  and  without  polTefllng 
the  fafhionable  graces,  he  combined  the  politencfs  of 
a  well-bred  man  with  the  gravity  of  a  philofopher. 
Want  of  flefh,  a  complexion  accidentally  yellow,  and  a 
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forehead  very  high,  and  very  thinly  covered  with  hair, 
did  not  deftrcy  the  effect  of  a  regular  fet  of  features, 
though  it  rendered  them  ratl^er  rcfj  eflabl^^  than  en- 
gaging. There  was,  bcf:des,  great  n.tai  inv7  in  his 
fmile;  and  a  moft  lively  cxprtfT.on  ufed  to  light  up 
his  countenance  and  g  ve  him,  as  it  were,  a  re  v  fiice, 
whenever  he  grew  arimated  in  narration,  or  when  any 
agreeable  idea  came  acrcfs  his  miad.  Fis  voice  was 
mafcuJine,  and  his  fentcnccs  were  fliort  (iike  thofe  of  a 
man  afflicted  with  a  difficulty  of  breathing)  :  his  conver- 
lation,  which  was  fulhof  intercfting  matter,  becaufe  his 
head  was  full  of  ideas,  occupied  the  mind  more  than  it 
pleafed  the  ear,  his  language,  though  fometimes  im- 
preffive,  being  always  monotonous  and  harfli.  An 
agreeable  voice  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  uncommon 
and  very  pov.  erful  accomplifliment :  it  does  not  depend 
upon  the  quality  of  the  found  alone  but  refults  alfo 
from  that  delicacy  of  fentiment  which  furnifhes a  variety 
of  exprcflion,  and  of  tone. 

(J  am  interrupted,  in  crder  to  be  told  that  I  cm  included 
in  the  indi5tment  cf  Brijfoty  with  other  members  recently 
apprehended.  T.he  tyrants  ere  at  bay:  they  think  they 
Jhall  he  able  to  fdl  up  the  abyjs  lentUh  their  feet  wi-h  the 
bodies  of  their  virtuous  adverjaries  \  but  they  will  fdl  in 
afterwards  themfeh;es.  I  am  net  dfmayed  at  being  fent  lo 
the  f caff  Old  in  fuch  company  ;  //  is  indeed  dijgraceful  to  live 
anwdg  villains, 

1  am  going  to  df patch  this  feet  as  it  is.  It  will  be 
only  beginning  a  new  one^  in  caf2  I  fhovdd  have  it  in  my 
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Friday y  Oaoher  4,  the  birth-day  of  my  daughter,  %vho 
is  entering  her  thirteenth  year) , 

This  efFcdV  of  the  organ  of  fpeech,  a  thing  very 
different  fn^m  a  (Irong  voice,  is  not  more  comTioa 
among  profeffional  orators  than  among  the  multitudes 
that  compofe  our  focial  circles.  I  l'>ok:ed  for  it  in  the 
three  national  aflfemblies,  and  could  meet  with  nobody 
poffeffed  of  it  in  perfe61:ion.  Mirabeau  himfelf,  with 
the  commanding  magic  of  a  noble  delivery,  neither 
Ipoke  in  a  pleafing  key,  nor  pronounced  in  the  moft 
an-reeable  manner.  The  Clermonts  came  nearer  to 
the  ma'.k — Where  then,  I  may  be  aflced,  is  your  model? 
I  might  anfwer  like  the  painter,  when  afked  whence 
he  took  the  charming  air,  that  he  gave  to  the  heads 
created  by  his  pencil  ? — Hence,  faid  he,  putting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead — I  fliall  put  mine  to  my  ears. 
I  was  never  a  great  frequenter  of  the  theatre j  but  I 
thought  I  could  perceive  that  the  kind  of  merit  ia 
q'lelion  was  equally  uncomm.on  there.  Larhe,  the 
only  one  perhaps  v/ho  def^rves  to  be  mentioned,  did 
not  come  entirely  up  to  my  ider. 

When  upon  entering  the  period  of  adokfcence,  I 
experienced  that  agitation  which  the  defire  of  pleafing 
produces  in  the  bofom  of  young  women,  I  was  m  ved 
j  at  the  found  of  my  own  voice,  aiid  was  oblige  \  to 
modulate  it  in  order  to  pleafe  myfelf.  I  ca  i  Cr  fi!/ 
■conceive  that  the  exqulfite  fenfibility  of  the  Greeks 
made  them  fet  a  high  value  upon  every  part  of  the  art 
of  fpeech;  and  I  can  a]fj  conceive  it  natural  f fa):/- 
culotijme  to  make  us  difuain  .hufe  graces,  and  to  Icud  us 
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to  a  barbarous  rudenefs,  equally  diftant  from  the  pre- 
cifion  of  the  Spartans  in  their  energetic  language,  and 
from  the  eloquence  of  the  amiable  Athenians. 

But  it  is  long  fmce  we  parted  with  La  Blancherie, 
either  at  Orleans,  or  elfewhere,  and  high  time  to  give 
him  his  difmifllil. 

Returning  fliortly  after  my  mother's  death,  he  knew 
nothing  of  that  event  till  he  came  to  fee  us,  and  dif- 
covered  a  degree  of  furprife,  and  forrow,  that  pleafed 
and  afFefted  me ;  nor  did  I  look  upon  him,  in  the 
repeated  vlfits  he  afterwards  paid  me,  with  an  eye  of 
indifference.  My  father  who  at  firfi:  made  it  a  rule  to 
flay  with  me,  when  any  one  came,  began  to  think  the 
bufinefs  of  duenna  was  by  no  means  amufmg,  and  that 
it  would  be  more  convenient  to  leave  me  to  myfclf, 
and  the  maid,  and  to  fliut  his  door  againft  every  body 
whofe  age  and  gravity  fhould  not  be  fuch  as  to  render 
his  attendance  unneceflary.  He  told  me,  accordingly, 
that  he  intended  to  beg  La  Blancherie  to  difcontinue 
his  vifits.  I  did  not  fay  a  word  in  anfwer,  although  I 
felt  fome  degree  of  pain.  I  refiefted  on  that  which  I 
fuppofed  my  fuitor  would  fufFer  from  the  prohibition, 
and  determined  to  convey  the  intimation  to  him  my- 
felf ;  for  my  father's  manner  made  me  fear  he  would 
give  it  in  an  unhandfome  way.  To  tell  the  truth.  La 
Blancherie  had  prepoffefied  me  in  his  favour ;  and  I 
thought  it  not  impoffiblc  that  I  might  love  him :  my 
head  alone  was  working,  I  believe;  but  I  was  not  in 
a  fair  way  to  get  on.  1  wrote  then  a  handfome  letter, 
which  gave  La  Blancherie  his  difcharge,  and  which  de- 
prived him  of  all  hope  of  my  receiving  his  anfwer,  but 
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which  was  not  calculated  to  deftroy  any  other  he  might 
entertain. 

The  ice  thus  broken  gave  a  free  courfe  to  tender 
and  melancholy  ideas,  by  which  my  happinefs  was 
not  materially  difturbed.  Sophy  came  to  Paris,  and 
made  Tome  flay  there  with  her  mother  and  her  After 
Henrietta,  who  finding  herfelf  on  a  level  with  us, 
by  the  addition  to  onr  age,  and  the  fedatenefs  flie  had 
acquired,  became  alfo  my  friend.  Her  lively  imagina- 
tion ftrucjc  fire  out  of  every  thing,  and  animated  every 
connexion  in  which  fhe  had  a  lhare. 

I  went  often  to  the  garden  of  the  Luxemburg  with 
my  two  friends  and  Mademoifelle  d'Hangard,  and 
there  I  fometimes  met  La  Blancherie.  He  ufed  to 
bow  to  me  refpcQfully;  and  I  returned  his  falute  not 
without  emotion. — '  You  are  acquainted  then  with 
that  gentleman?*  faid  Mademoifelle  d'Hangard  one 
day,  having  at  firft  fuppofed  his  bow  was  meant  for 
her. — ^  Yes.' — '  Do  you  chance  to  know  him 
too?' — ^  Certainly  I  do,  though  I  never  fpoke  to  him 
in  my  life;  but  I  am  in  the  habit  of  vfi  ting  the  Mifs 
Bordenaves,  to  the  youngeft  of  whom  he  paid  his 
addrefTes.' — ^Is  it  long  fince?' — year,  or  perhaps 
eighteen  months.  He  found  means  to  introduce  him- 
fclf  j  called  there  from  time  to  time,  n  d  at  Jaft  made 
a  declaration  in  form :  the  young  ladies  afe  rich,  and 
the  youngeft  a  pretty  girl.  He  has  not  a  (hilling 
himfelf,  and  is  a  candidate  for  an  heirefs;  for  he  made 
the  fame  propofal  to  one  of  their  acquaint>.nce,  as 
they  afterwards  heard ;  he  was  difmiffed,  and  we  have 
ever  fince  been  accuftomed  to  call  him  the  lover  of  the 
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eleven  thoufand  \3rgms^/ — '  But,  pray,  how  came 

jou  acqMainted  with  him  — *  By  feeing  him  frequent- 
ly at  Mc.dam  I'Epine's  concert/  faid  1,  biting  my  lips, 
and  keeping  the  reft  to  myfelf,  not  a  little  vexed  at 
having  thought  my  ft  If  poffeffed  of  the  heart  of  a  man, 
who,  without  doubt,  had  folicited  my  hand  merely 
becaufe  I  was  an  only  daughter;  and  ftill  more  fo  at 
having  written  him  a- letter,  which  he  did  not  deferve — 
Matter  for  meditation  as  to  the  exercife  of  my  prudence 
on  future  occafions! 

A  few  months  had  el.ipfed,  when  a  little  Savoyard 
came  and  told  the  maid  fomebody  wifhed  to  fpeak 
with  her,  I  forget  where:  f]-:e  went  out,  returned  and 
informed  me  that  M.  La  Blancherie  had  defired  her 
to  beg  n^c:  to  receive  his  vifit.  It  was  Sunday,  and  I 
was  waiting  for  fome  of  my  relations,  '  Yes,'  anfw^ered 

'  he  may  come,  but  let  it  be  inftantly ;  and  fince  he 
is  waiting  for  }  ou  at  a  Httle  dlftance  from  the  door,  go 
and  bring  him  in.'  La  Blancherie  came,  and  found  me 
fitting  by  my  fire-fide. — 'I  have  not  dared,  Mademoi- 
felle,  to  waic  upon  you,  fince  the  prohibition  you  fent 
me,  though  exceedingly  defirous  of  feeing  you;  nor 
tan  I  exprefs  all  1  fuffered  from  the  dear  and  cruel 
letter  I  then  received.  My  fituation  has  undergone 
a  confiderable  change  fince  that  time ;  and  I  have 
now^  fome  projeds,  to  which  you  are  probably  not 
altogether  a  ftranger.*  He  immediately  laid  before  mc 
the  plan  of  a  work  of  morality  and  criticifm,  in  the  form 
of  Utter?,  and  in  the  manner  of  the  SfeSia^or,  ^^and  pro- 

•  In  alii  (inn  to  a  legendary  ta!e,  which  flatcs  the  miraculout 
martyrdom  of  elevw  thoufand  virgins, — Tranf^ 
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pofed  to  me  to  hear  fome  of  them.  I  let  him  go  on 
without  interrupting  him,  and  even  waited,  after  be 
had  made  a  fhort  paufe,  in  order  that  he  might  get  to 
the  end  of  his  rofary.  When  he  Ipd  faid  all  he  had 
to  fay,  I  took  my  turn  to  fpeak,  and  obferved  to  him, 
calmly  and  politely,  that  I  had  taken  upon  myfelf  the 
care  of  requelling  him  to  difcontinue  his  vifits,  becaufe 
the  fentiments  which  he  had  declared  to  my  father, 
made  me  fuppofe  he  attached  fome  importance  to  their 
continuance,  and  1  had  wifhed  to  fliow  him  my  gra- 
titude by  that  mark  of  attention ;  that  at  my  age, 
the  imagination  was  bufy  on  all  occafions,  and  fome- 
times  drefied  up  objefts  in  very  falfe  colours ;  but 
that  error  was  not  a  crime,  and  that  I  was  fjifficiently 
recovered  from  mine  to  render  all  concern  on  his  part 
needlefs ;  that  I  admired  his  literary  projefls,  without 
wifhing  to  bear  a  part  in  them,  any  more  than  in  thofe 
of  others ;  that  I  confined  myfelf  to  good  wiflies  for 
the  fuccefs  of  all  the  authors  in  the  world  as  well  as 
for  his,  in  all  poffible  ways  and  that  it  was  to  tell  him 
fo  I  had  confented  to  receive  him,  in  order  that  he 
might  fave  himfelf  in  future  all  trouble  of  the  kinds 
in  confequence  of  which  I  begged  him  to  put  an  end 
to  his  vifit.  Surprife,  grief,  agitation,  every  thing,  in 
fhort,  that  is  becoming  in  hke  cafes,  was  about  to  be 
difplayed.  I  Hopped  him  by  faying,  I  did  not  know 
whether  the  Mifs  Bordenaves,  and  tl  e  other  ladies  to 
whom  he  had  paid  his  addreflcs,  about  the  fame  time, 
had  exprefled  themfelves  with  equal  franknefs ;  but 
that  mine  was  without  bounds  and  that  the  refolution 
it  indicated  did  not  admit  of  explanation.  I  rofe  at 
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the  fame  mftant,  making  a  curtefy^  and  that  motion  of 
the  hand  which  points  out  the  door  to  troublefome 
vifitors.  My  coufm  Trude  came  in ;  nor  did  I  ever 
fee  his  rugged  f^ce  with  greater  pleafure.  La  Blan- 
cherie  in  the  mean  time  effe£led  his  retreat  in  filence, 
and  I  never  fsLW  him  after;  but  who  has  not  fmce 
heard  of  the  ^geni  General  of  the  correjpondence  for  for- 
warding the  arts  and fciences  ? 

This  hero  having  made  his  extt^  let  us  return  to 
Sainte-Lette  and  Roland. 

We  had  reached  the  end  of  the  fummer  1776;  and 
during  the  eight  or  nine  preceding  months  I  had  feen 
M.  Roland  feveral  times.  His  vifits  were  not  fre- 
quent ;  but  he  made  long  ones,  like  a  perfon,  vt^ho, 
not  going  to  a  particular  place  in  order  to  (hew  him- 
felf,  but  becaufe  he  has  a  fatisfaftion  in  being  there, 
flays  as  long  as  he  decently  can.  His  frank  and  in- 
ftruclive  converfation  never  tired  me,  and  he  was  fond 
of  feeing  me  liften  to  him  with  attention;  a  thing 
which  I  am  very  capable  of,  even  with  thofe  who  are 
not  fo  well  informed  as  Roland,  and  which  has  per- 
haps procured  me  flill  more  friends  than  the  talent  of 
fpeaking  with  fome  facility.  I  had  become  acquainted 
with  him  on  his  return  from  Germany^  he  was  then 
preparing  to  make  the  tour  of  Italy,  and  fettling  his 
affairs,  a  thing  to  which  prudent  people  feldom  fail  to 
attend,  when  on  the  eve  of  a  long  abfence  3  he  had 
chofen  me  for  the  depofitary  of  his  manufcripts,  which 
were  to  remain  in  my  polTeflion  in  cafe  he  fhould 
meet  with  any  mifchance.  I  was  much  affe£led  by 
this  particular  mark  of  eftee^),  and  received  it  with 
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inany  thanks.  The  day  of  his  departure  he  dined 
at  my  father's  with  Sainte  Lette ;  and  on  taking 
leave,  begged  permilTion  to  falute  me.  I  know  not 
how  it  is,  but  that  favour  is  never  granted  by  a  young 
woman  without  a  blufh,  let  her  imagination  be  ever 
fo  tranquil. — ^  You  arc  fortunate  to  be  fetting  off,* 
faid  Sainte-Lette,  in  his  grave  and  folemn  voice  j 
'  but  make  hafte  to  return,  and  afiC  for  as  much 
more  V 

During  Sainte-Lette's  flay  in  France,  his  friend  de 
Sevelinge  becoming  a  widower,  he  repaired  to  his  re- 
fidence  at  Soiffons,  to  fhare  his  grief,  and  brought  him 
to  Parisj  in  order  to  divert  his  attention  from  his  lofs. 
They  came  to  fee  me  together.  SeveHnge,  whofe  age 
was  about  fifty*two,  was  a  gentleman  of  fmall  fortune: 
he  held  a  financial  fituation  in  the  country,  and  devoted 
part  of  his  time  to  lludy,  like  a  philofopher  who  is 
fenfible  of  its  charms.  Having  thus  become  acquaint- 
ed, we  kept  up  our  intercourfe  after  Sainte-Lette's 
departure,  who  ufed  to  fay,  that,  on  leaving  France,  he 
fhould  feel  a  degree  of  pleafure  at  the  thought  of  his 
friend's  not  lofmg  the  advantage  of  my  acquaintance. 
He  even  begged  permiffion  to  put  into  his  hands  for  a 
fhort  time  fome  manufcripts,  which,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  I  had  fubmitted  to  his  infpedfon.  This  interefting 
old  man  embarked  for  the  fifth  or  fixth  time  in  his  life. 
An  ulcer  in  his  head,  of  which  fome  fymptoms  had 
already  appeared,  broke  while  he  was  at  fea ;  he  ar- 
rived fick  at  Pondicherryi  and  died  there  flx  weeks 
after  he  difembarked.  We  heard  of  his  death  by 
means  of  Demontchery.    He  was  greatly  regretted  by 
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Sevelinge,  who  continued  now  and  then  to  write  t6 
me-,  and  his  letters,  of  which  the  ftyle  and  the  matter 
were  equally  agreeable,  gave  me  great  pleafure.  They 
bore  the  impreffion  of  that  mild  philofophy,  and  me- 
lancholy fenfibility,  to  which  I  have  always  felt  myfelf 
fo  much  inclined.  I  have  remarked  what  Diderot  fays 
on  this  fubjeft,  with  fo  much  truth:  ^  that  good  tafte 
implies  good  fenfe,  delicate  organs,  and  fomewhat  of  a 
melancholy  turn.* 

My  father,  whofe  kindnefs  was  gradually  diminifh- 
ing,  being  of  opinion  it  was  very  unnecefTary  to  keep 
up  an  idle  correfpondence  that  put  him  to  the  expence 
of  poftage,  I  communicated  my  diftrefs  to  my  little 
uncle^  and  was  authorized  to  have  the  letters  of  Seve- 
linge, whom  he  had  feen  at  ourhoufe,  addrelTed  und^r 
cover  to  him.  My  manufcripts  came  back  to  me  with 
feme  critical  obfervations,  of  which  I  was  very  proud; 
for  I  did  not  imagine  that  my  works  were  worth  the 
trouble  of  reviewing.  They  were  in  my  own  opi- 
nion fenfible  enough  ;  but  at  the  fame  rime  mere  com- 
mon-place  that  any  body  might  have  written  ;  nor  did 
I  conceive  they  had  any  merit,  except  the  Angularity 
of  their  being  the  produftions  of  a  little  girl.  I  long  re- 
tained^ that  modeft  fimplicity  in  regard  to  myfelf.  No- 
thing lefs  was  neceflary  than  the  buftle  of  the  revolu- 
tion, the  various  changes  of  my  fituation,  and  a  frequent 
opportunity  of  making  comparifons  in  a  great  crowd, 
and  among  perfons  eOeemed  for  their  merit,  to  enable 
me  to  perceive  that  the  bench  on  which  1  was  {landing, 
was  not  likely  to  break  down  with  the  throng.  I  muft 
obferve,  however,  and  I  haften  to  do  fo,  that  all  ten- 
ded 
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ded  rather  to  prove  to  me  the  degradation  of  the  fpe- 
cies  in  my  native  country,  than  to  give  me  a  high  opi- 
nion of  myfelf  It  is  not  wit  that  is  wanting ;  you 
meet  it  at  every  turn  :  it  is  foundnefs  of  judgment, 
and  a  ftrong  temper  of  mind.  Where  thqfe  two  qua- 
lities are  wanting,  I  cannot  recognize  any  thing  de* 
ferving  to  be  called  a  man. — In  truth,  Diogenes  was 
in  the  right  to  take  a  lantern.  But  a  revolution  will 
ferve  as  well :  I  do  not  know  indeed  a  better  touch- 
ftone,  nor  a  ftandard  more  exadt. 

The  academy  of  Befan90n  had  propofed  the  fol- 
lowing queftion  as  a  fcbject  for  a  prize :  How  can  the 
education  of  women  be  made  conducive  to  the  improvement 
of  men  ?  My  imagination  was  dire£lly  on  the  wing  : 
I  took  up  my  pen,  and  wrote  a  dijjertation^  which  I  fent 
anonymoufly,  and  which,  as  may  eafily  be  imagined, 
was  not  deemed  worthy  of  the  prize.  There  was  none 
indeed  fo  honoured.  The  fubjeft  was  propofed  again 
for  the  following  year,  with  what  refult  I  know  not ; 
but  I  recoUe£t  that,  in  attempting  to  difcufs  this  mat- 
ter, I  felt  the  abfurdity  of  fixing  a  mode  of  education, 
without  attending  to  the  general  manners,  which  de- 
pend upon  the  government  3  and  thought  it  injudicious 
to  atttempt  reforming- one  fex  by  means  of  the  other, 
inftead  of  ameliorating  the  whole  fpecies  by  good  laws. 
Accordingly  I  found  no  difficulty  in  faying  what  I 
thought  women  ought  to  be ;  but  I  added,  they  could 
only  be  rendered  fuch  by  a  new  order  of  things.  That 
idea  certainly  did  not  correfpond  with  the  intention 
of  the  academy :  I  reafoned  about  the  problem  without 
folving  it. 

£3  I  con- 
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I  conveyed  the  dilTertation  to  M.  de  Sevelinge ;  but 
after  having  forwarded  it  to  Befan9on,  he  fent  me  no- 
thing but  a  few  remarks  on  the  ftyle.  The  warmth 
of  compofition  was  over ;  I  found  the  plan  of  my  pro- 
duftion  exceedingly  defeflive;  and  amufed  myfelf  in 
writing  a  critique  upon  it,  as  if  it  had  been  the  work  of 
a  perfon  whom  I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  ridicule. 
This  may  be  compared  to  a  man*s  tickling  his  fides, 
in  order  to  make  himfelf  laugh,  or  flapping  his  cheeks 
by  way  of  warming  them  ;  but  moft:  aflliredly  no  one 
could  laugh  without  company  more  heartily,  or  more 
innocently,  than  I  did.  Sevelin^^e,  in  return,  commu- 
nicated to  me  an  academical  difcourfe  of  his  own  writ- 
ing, on  the  faculty  of  fpeechy  which  he  had  addrefied  to 
the  French  academy,  and  concerning  which  d*Alem- 
bert  had  written  to  him  in  handfome  terms.  If  I  re- 
colleft  aright,  there  was  in  that  work  a  great  deal, of 
metaphyfics,  and  fome  Httle  affeftation.  Six  month S| 
a  year,  and  more,  pafied  away  in  this  mental  inter- 
courfe,  in  the  midft  of  which  a  variety  of  ideas  occurred. 
Sevelinge  appeared  to  be  uneafy  at  my  fituation,  and 
tired 'of  living  alone.  He  made  many  reflexions  oii 
the  pleafures  of  a  thinking  fociety.  I  thought  it  to  be 
defired,  and  we  reafoned  at  great  length  on  the  fub- 
je(5V.  1  know  not  what  fancy  afterwards  got  into  his 
head,  but  he  made  a  journey  to  Paris,  and  came  to  my 
father's  in  difguife,  as  if  upon  hufinefs.  The  mofl: 
whimfical  part  of  the  ftory  is,  that  I  did  not  know 
him,  though  I  let  him  in.  But  the  great  air  of  morti- 
fication with  which  he  left  me  awakened  in  my  mind 
the  idea  of  his  features;  I  thought  afier  he  was  gone 
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that  the  flranger  was  very  like  Scvelinge ;  and  foon 
found  by  his  letters  it  was  Sevelinge  himfelf.  This 
curious  circumftance  made  an  iinprelTion  on  me  by  no 
means  agreeable,  and  which  I  cannot  defcribe ;  our 
correfpondence  flackened,  and  at  laft  ceafed  entirely, 
as  I  fhall  hereafter  relate. 

I  went  now  and  then  to  Vincennes:  my  uncle's 
canonical  retreat  was  pretty,  the  walk  delightful,  and 
his  company  agreeable;  but  though  he  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  having  his  houfe  very  well  managed  by  Made* 
moifelle  d'Hannaches,  he  began  to  perceive  he  mufl: 
pay  for  it  by  fuffering  all  the  teafing,  ill  humour,  and 
folly  of  a  conceited  old  maid.  The  callle  of  Vincen- 
nes was  inhabited  by  a  great  number  of  perfons  to 
whom  the  court  allowed  apartments  :  here  was  Moreau 
#de  la  Garve,  an  old  cenfor  royal;  there  a  female  wic, 
no  other  than  Madam  de  Puifieux ;  a  little  higher  a 
^fcntefs  de  Laurencier;  a  little  lower  an  officers 
widow,  and  fo  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter ;  to  fay  no- 
thing of  the  king's  lieutenant,  Rougemont,  whom  Mi- 
rabeau  made  known  to  the  world,  and  whofe  car  bun- 
ded face,  and  infolent  flupidity,  rendered  him  a  moft 
difgufting  charader,  A  company  of  invalids,  of  which 
the  officers'  wives  made  part  of  the  fociety,  amounted, 
in  conjunction  with  the  above  motley  crew,  and  the 
dean  and  chapter,  to  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  inhabi- 
tants within  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  without  reckoning 
the  prifoners  in  the  tower.  My  uncle,  though  well 
received  every  where,  was  feldom  affiduous  in  his 
vifits,  and  faw  little  company  at  home.  But  on  our 
leturn  from  our  walks,  we  generally  flopped  in  the 
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evening  at  the  pavilion  of  the  bridge  that  overlooks 
the  park,  where  the  females  afiembled.    Here  I  fliould 
alfo  have  portraits  to  paint  if  I  had  leifure  ;  but  time  is 
treading  clofe  upon  my  heels,  and  the  road  I  have  yet 
to  travel  is  long.    I  am  therefore  obliged  to  pafs  over 
a  great  number  of  things.    Very  pretty  things  might 
hov^ever  be  faid  concerning  the  dances  in  the  robbers'- 
v/alk,  d'Artois's  horfe-'races,  the  follies  of  Seguin,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans's  cafhier,  whofe  birth-day  (Seguin's) 
was  celebrated  by  illuminations,  and  who  became  a 
bankrupt  fliortly  after— and  then  the  pleafant  walks 
in  the  wood,  and  the  beautiful  profpeft  from  the  upper 
park,  by  the  fide  of  the  Marne,  for  the  fake  of  which 
we  ufed  to  climb  over  a  breach  in  the  wall;  and  the 
hermits  in  the  wood,  who  were  fituated  in  fo  pifturefque 
a  fpot,  and  in  whofe  church  was  a  pifture  admirably^ 
executed,  and  curioufly  defigned,  in  which  thoulai^s 
of  devils  were  feen  tormenting  the  damned  in  as  imKrf 
different  ways;  and  my  readings  with  my  uncle,  efpe- 
cially  that  of  Voltaire's  tragedies,  of  which  we  were 
one  day  rehearfing  feveral  of  the  parts,  by  turns,  when 
at  the  moment  of  the  greateft  pathos,  Mademoifelle 
d'Hannaches,  who  had  been  fpinning  in  filence,  fet 
up  a  loud  outcry  againft  the  poultry,  to  which  we  (liould 
have  been  glad  to  have  fent  her;  and  our  lame  con- 
certs after  fupper,  when^  upon  the  table  that  had  juft 
been  cleared,  muff-cafes  ferved  as  a  mufic  defk  for  the 
worthy  canon  Bareux,  with  his  fpeftaclcs  on  his  nofe, 
and  ftrumming  his  bafe-viol,  w^hile  I  fcraped  on  the 
fiddle,  and  my  uncle  played  out  of  tune  on  the  flute 
~Ah!   1  will  come  back  again  to  thofe  pleafing 
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fcenes,  if  fufFered  to  exift;  but  it  is  now  time  to  re- 
turn home,  after  having  fpoken,  however,  of  a  cer- 
tain great  romancer,  who  had  obtained  fomc  degree 
of  fame. 


.     A  SKETCH 

OF  WHAT  REMAINED   TO  BE  TREATED  OF; 

Intended  to  ferve  as  a  la  ft  Supplement  to 
the  Memoirs  *. 

The  manufcripts  left  with  me  by  M.  Roland  made 
me  better  acquainted  with  him,  during  the  eighteen 
months  he  paffed  in  Italy,  than  frequent  vifits  could 
have  done.  They  confifted  of  travels,  refie£tions, 
plans  of  literary  works,  and  anecdotes  in  which  he 
was^j^rfonally  concerned:  a  ftrong  mind,  rigorous 
probity,  ftrift  principles,  learning,  and  talte,  were  evi- 
dent in  every  page. 

Born  in  opulence,  and  defcended  from  an  ancient 
family,  of  the  higheft  character  for  integrity  in  the 
law,  he^adfeen,  while  a  young  man,  all  his  hopes 
of  fortune  vanifh,  owing  to  a  want  of  manage- 
ment on  the  one  hand,   and  to  prodigal  expence 

*  In  my  lad  (hect  I  left  ofF  at  Vincenncs ;  I  was  going  to  fpeak  of 
Carraciolij  whom  I  met  at  the  canon's,  and  whofe  letters,  under  the 
name  of  Gangandiiy  had  made  feme  noife  in  the  world,  although 
they  were  often  a  repetition  of  what  he  had  written  in  his  numerous  lit- 
tle works.  Bat  were  I  thus  tog  o  on,  ftep  by  ftep,  I  fhould  have  a  long 
work  to  compofe.  for  which  the  limits  of  my  life  would  not  fufficc; 
1  Hxall  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  a  fketch, 
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on  the  other.    The  youngeft  of  five  brothers,  four 
of  whom  were  compelled  to  embrace  the  clerical 
profeffion,  he  had  left  his   paternal  roof  friendlefs, 
and  alone  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  that  he  mjght  not 
take  holy  orders,  nor  enter  into  trade,  from  both  of 
which    he    was    equally   averfc.     His    firfl  flight 
carried  him  to  Nantz;  where  he  flayed  fome  time  . 
in  a  merchant's  compting-houle,  in  order  to  gain 
information  concerning  a  variety  of  matters,  with 
a  view  of  going  to  India.    His  preparations  were 
all  made ;  when  he  was  taken  with  a  fpitting  of  blood, 
and  was  forbidden  to  go  to  fea,  by  the  phyficians,  | 
under  penalty  of  death.    He  next  repaired  to  Rouen,  \ 
where  his  relation,,  M.  Godinot,  infpeftor  of  manu-  { 
faSures,  propofed  to  him  to  enter  into  that  department.  . 
He  determined  to  do  fo ;  foon  diftinguiflied  himdfelf  i 
by  his  aQivity  and  readinefs^  and  at  laft  obt^ed  a 
lucrative  employ.    Travelling  and  fludy  divi^I  his 
time,  and  filled  up  every  moment  of  his  life. 

Before  he  fet  off  for  Italy,  he  had  introduced  to 
.my  father  his  beft-beloved  brother,  a  Benediftine  ^ 
monk,  at  that  time  prior  of  the  college  of  Jjlugny  at 
Paris;  a  man  of  fenfe,  of  agreeable  manners,  and  of  an 
amiable  difpofition.  He  came  now  and  then  to  fee  me, 
and  communicated  to  me  the  notes  which  his  brother 
tianfmitted  to  him;  for  wherever  M.  Roland  went,  he 
committed  his  obfervations  to  paper.  They  were  the 
notes  which  at  his  return  he  publifhed  in  the  form  of 
letters,  entrufting  the  care  of  printing  them  to  fom« 
friends  at  Dieppe,  one  of  whom  having  a  rage  for  the 
Italian,  overloaded  thc^ii  with  paiTages  in  that  Ian- ^ 
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guage,  by  adding  thofe  of  his  own  fabrication.  This 
work,  abounding  in  matter,  wants  only  to  be  better 
digefted  in  order  to  hold  the  higheft  rank  among  books 
of  the  kind.  Ever  fince  our  marriage,  we  have  had  the 
intention  of  putting  it  into  another  fliape;  but  I  wanted 
to  fee  Italy  alfo^  and  time  and  events  led  us  another 
way. 

On  M.  Roland's  return,  I  found  myfelf  in  pofTcffion 
of  a  friend :  his  gravity,  his  manners,  and  his  ftudious 
habits,  all  concurred  in  making  me  confider  him  as  a 
pcrfon  of  no  fex,  or  rather  as  a  philofopher,  who  had 
only  a  mental  exiflence.  A  kind  of  confidence  grew 
up  between  us,  the  pleafure  he  took  in  my  company 
making  him  feel  a  defire  of  coming  more  frequently. 
It  was  near  five  years  fmce  my  acquaintance  with  him 
began,  when  he  firft  made  a  declaration  of  his  tender 
lentijjpents.  I  did  not  hear  it  with  indiff^erence,  be- 
caufe  1  clleemed  him  more  than  any  man  I  had  yet 
feen ;  but  I  had  remarked  that  neither  he  nor  his 
family  w^ere  altogether  indiflferent  to  worldly  confider- 
atlons.  I  told  him  frankly,  that  I  felt  myfelf  honoured 
by  his  addrefles,  and  that  I  fhould  be  happy  to  make 
him  a  return  for  his  affeftion  ;  hut  that  I  did  not  think 
he  would  find  me  a  proper  match.  I  then  expofed  to 
him  without  referve  the  fiate  of  my  father's  afi^airs — he 
was  a  ruined  man.  By  prevailing  upon  myfelf  to  afk 
him  for  an  account  of  my  fortune,  at  the  rifk  of  incur- 
ring his  difpleafure,  I  had  faved  five  hundred  livres  a 
year,  making,  with  my  little  moveables,  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  apparent  opulence  in  which  I  had  been 
brought  up. 

'  My 
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My  father  was  ftillin  the  vigour  of  life;  his  errors 
might  lead  him  to  contra£l  debts,  which  his  inability 
to  pay  might  render  difgraceful ,  he  might  marry  im- 
prudently, and  add  to  thofe  evils  little  beggars  who 
would  bear  my  name,  &c.  &c.  &c.    I  was  too  proud  to 
expofe  myfelf  to  the  malevolence  of  a  family,  which 
might  feel  its  confequence  hurt  by  the  connexion,  or 
to  the  generofity  of  a  hufband  who  would  find  it  in  a 
fource  of  chagrin.    I  advifed  M.  Roland,  as  a  third 
perfon  might  have  done^  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
me  :  he  perfifted ;  I  was  moved  ;  and  confented  to  his 
taking  the  neceffary  fteps  with  my  father.    But  as  he 
preferred  -making  his  application  in  writing,  it  was 
agreed  that  he  fliould  not  fend  his  letter  till  his  return 
to  his  ufual  place  of  refidence.    During  the  reft  of 
his  ftay  at  Paris,  I  faw  him  every  day;  confidered  him 
as  the  being  with  whom  my  future  fate  was  to  be  con- 
nected ;  and  conceived  a  real  affedion  for  his  "^^rfon. 
As  foon  as  he  returned  to  Amiens,  he  wrote  to  my 
father,  making  known  his  wifhes  and  defigns.  My 
father  thought  the  letter  dry :  he  did  not  like  M.  Ro- 
land*s  fe verity,  and  felt  no  inclination  to  have  for  his 
fon-in-law  a  man  of  rigid  principles,  whofe  very  laoks 
would  wear  the  appearance  of  reproach.     He  an- 
fwered  in  rude  and  impertinent  terms,  and  fhewed 
me  the  whole,  when  his  letter  was  fent  off.    I  came 
to  a  refolution  immediately.    I  wrote  to  M.  Roland, 
and  told  him  the  event  had  juftified  my  fears  in  refpeft 
to  my  father;  that  I  did  not  wiih  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  receiving  farther  affronts;  and  that  1  begged  him| 
to  abandon  his  defign.    I  made  known  to  my  fatherl 
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what  Ills  conduft  bad  induced  me  to  do  ;  and  added^ 
he  could  not  be  furprifed  if  I  Ihould  in  coniequence 
feek  a  new  firuation,  and  retire  to  a  convent.  But 
as  1  knew  he  had  feveral  debts  of  an  urgent  nature, 
I  left  him  the  fliare  of  plate  chat  belonged  to  me,  to 
fatisfy  his  creditors  ;  hired  a  little  apartment  in  the 
convent  of  the  Congregation ;  and  there  took  up  my 
abode,  with  a  firm  refolution  to  regulate  my  expences 
by  my  income.  I  did  fo ;  and  curious  particulars  I 
(hould  have  to  relate  of  a  fituation  in  v^^hich  I  began  to 
avail  myfelf  of  the  refources  of  a  ftrong  mind.  I 
calculated  my  expences  to  a  farthing,  referving  a  trifle 
for  prefents  to  the  perfons  w^ho  did  the  menial  offices 
about  the  houfe.  Potatoes,  rice,  and  dry  kidney  beans 
drefled  in  a  pot  with  a  fprinkling  of  fait,  and  a  fmall 
bit  of  butter,  varied  my  food,  and  were  cooked  with 
little  lofs  of  time.  I  went  out  twice  a  week  once  to 
vifit  ffiy  aged  relations ;  and  once  to  my  father's,  in 
order  to  look  over  his  hnen,  and  take  away  with  mc 
whatever  Hood  in  need  of  mending.  The  reft  of  my 
time,  fliut  up  under  my  roof  of  fnow,  as  I  ufed  to  call  it 
(for  1  was  lodged  near  the  fky,  and  it  was  in  the  win- 
ter), and  refufing  to  mix  habitually  with  the  boarders, 
I  applied  to  my  lludies  fteeled  my  heart  againft  ad- 
verfity ;  and  by  deferving  happinefs,  avenged  myfelf  on 
fete  which  denied  it  me.  Every  evening  the  kind- 
hearted  Agatha  came  to  pafs  an  hour  with  me,  and 
accompanied  the  effufions  of  her  foul  with  the  confola* 
tory  tears  of  friendfhip.  A  few  turns  in  the  garden, 
when  every  body  was  out  of  the  way,  conftituted  my 
folitary  walks.    The  refignation  of  a  patient  temper, 

the 
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the  quiet  of  a  good  confeience,  the  elevation  of  fpirit 
which  fets  misfortune  at  defiance,  the  laborious  habits 
that  make  the  hours  pafs  fo  rapidly  away,  the  delicate 
tafte  of  a  found  mind  finding  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
cxiftence  and  of  its  own  value,  pleafures  which  the  vul- 
gar never  know  5  thefe  were  my  riches.  I  was  not 
always  free  from  melancholy ;  but  even  melancholy 
had  its  charms.  Though  I  was  not  happy,  I  had  within 
me  all  the  means  of  being  fo ;  and  had  reafon  to  be 
proud  of  knowing  how  to  do  without  what  I  wanted 
in  other  refpeds, 

M.  Roland,  aftonifhed  and  afBi£led,  continued  to 
write  to  me,  like  a  man  conftant  in  his  affeftion,  but 
offended  at  my  father's  conduft.    He  came  at  the 
expiration  of  five  or  fix  months,  and  felt  the  flame  of 
love  revive  on  feeing  me  at  the  grate,  where  I  preferved 
an  appearance  of  profperity.     He  was  defirous  of 
taking  me  out  of  my  confinement,  offered  me  his 
hand  again,  and  preffed  mc  to  receive  the  nuptial  be- 
nedidion  from  his  brother  the  prior.    I  entered  into 
a  deep  deliberation  concerning  wdiat  I  ought  to  do. 
I  could  not  help  being  fenfible,  that  a  man  under 
forty-five  would  not  have  waited  feveral  months  without 
endeavouring  to  make  me  change  my  refolution;  and 
I  readily  confefs  that  my  fentiments  were  reduced  by 
that  confideration  to  a  ftate  which  admitted  of  nothing 
like  illuficn.    I  confidered  on  the  other  hand,  that  his 
perfeverance,  the  fruit  alfo  of  mature  deliberation, 
proved  his  fenfe  of  my  merit;  and  fmce  he  had  over- 
come his  repugnance  to  the  difagreeable  circumftances 
that  might  attend  the  match,  I  was  the  more  fecure 

of 
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of  retaining  his  eftcem,  which  I  Ihould  not  find  it 
difficult  to  juftify.  Befides,  if  matrimony  was^  as 
I  thought,  a  rigorous  tie,  a  partnerfhip  in  which  the 
woman  generally  undertakes  to  provide  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  both  parties,  was  it  not  better  to  exert  my 
faculties,  and  my  courage,  in  that  honourable  llation, 
than  in  the  forlorn  and  afcetic  life  I  was  leading  in  a 
convent?  Here  I  might  (late  at  length  the  many  pru- 
dent refleftions,  as  I  conceive  them  to  be,  that  guided 
me;  and  yet  I  did  not  make  all  thofe  that  the  circuni- 
ftances  might  have  warranted,  but  which  experience 
alone  can  fuggelt.  I  became  then  the  w^ife  of  a  traly 
honeft  man,  who  continued  to  love  me  the  more,  the 
better  he  knew  me.  Married  when  my  reafon  was 
matured,  I  met  with  nothing  that  could  difturb  its 
ferious  courfe;  and  fulfilled  my  duties  with  an  ardour 
that  was  rather  the  effeft  of  enthufiafm  than  calcu- 
lation. By  ftudying  my  partner's  happinefs,  I  per- 
ceived fomething  was  wanting  to  my  own.  I  have 
never  ceafed  a  moment  to  confider  my  hufband  as  one 
of  the  moft  eilimable  men  in  exigence,  as  a  man  to 
whom  I  might  be.  proud  of  belonging ;  but  I  have 
often  felt  the  difparity  between  us.  I  have  often  felt 
the  afcendancy  of  an  imperious  temper,  joined  to  that 
of  twenty  years  more  than  I  could  count,  rendered  one 
of  thofe  advantages  a  great  deal  too  much.  If  w^e  Jived 
in  folitude,  I  had  fometimes  difagreeable  hours  to  pafs: 
if  we  mixed  with  the  world,  I  was  beloved  by  perfons, 
fome  of  whom  appeared  likely  to  take  too  flrong  a 
hold  of  my  affeftions.  I  immerfed  myfelf  in  ftudy 
with  my  hufband,  another  excefs  by  which  I  w^as  a 
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fufFerer:  I  accuftomed  him  not  to  knoxV  how  to 
do  without  me  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occafion 
whatever. 

We  pafTed  the  firft  year  of  our  marriage  entirely 
at  Paris,  whither  Roland  had  been  fent  for  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  who  were  defirous  of  making  fome 
new  regulations  concerning  manufaftures  j  regula- 
tions which  the  principles  of  liberty  that  Roland 
carried  with  him  wherever  he  went,  made  him  op- 
pofe  vv'ith  all  his  might.  He  was  printing  an  account 
of  fome  of  the  arts,  which  he  had  written  for  the 
academy,  and  taking  a  fair  copy  of  his  Italian  notes. 
He  made  jne  his  copyift  and  the  correftor  of  the  prefs; 
and  I  executed  the  taflc  with  an  humility,  at  which  I 
cannot  help  laughing  when  I  recolle£i  it,  and  which 
feems  almofl;  irreconcilable  with  a  mind  fo  much  cul- 
tivated as  mine;  but  it  jflowcd  direftly  from  the  heart. 
I  had  fo  fincere  a  refpecl  for  my  hufband,  that  I  eafily 
conceived  him  to  know  every  thing  better  than  I  could. 
I  was  at 'the  fame  time  fo  much  afraid  of  a  cloud  on  his 
brow,  and  he  was  fo  tenacious  of  his  opinions,  that  it 
was  long  before  I  acquired  fufficient  confidence  to 
contradid  jQim.  I  was  then  attending  a  courfe  of 
^  ledures  on  natural  hiftory,  and  another  on  botany:  that 
laborious  recreation  was  the  only  one  I  enjoyed  after 
the  employments  of  fecretary  and  houfekeeper;  for 
living  at  ready-furnifhed  lodgings,  as  Paris  was  hot  our 
ufual  place  of  refidence,  and  perceiving  that  every 
kind  of  cookery  did  not  agree  with  my  huftand's  deli- 
cate cenfiitution,  I  took  care  ro  prepare  for  him  the 
diflies  that  fuited  him  beft.    We  paffed.  four  years  at 
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Amiens;  and  there  I  became  a  mother  and  a  nurfe, 
without  ceafing  to  partake  of  my  hufband*s  labours, 
who  had  engaged  to  write  a  conliderable  part  of  the 
new  Encyclopedia.  We  never  flirred  from  the  dcfk, 
unlefs  to  take  a  walk  out  of  the  gates  of  the  town. 
I  made  a  /lortus  ftccus  of  the  plants  of  Picardy ;  and  the 
lludy  of  aquatic  botany  gave  birth  to  The  Peat-digger's 
Art,  Frequent  ficknefs  alarmed  me  for  Roland's 
life  j  my  cares  were  not  inefFeftual,  and  fervcd  to 
Hrengthen  the  tie  that  connefted  us :  he  loved  me  for 
my  boundlefs  attention  ,  and  1  was  attached  to  him  by 
the  good  I  did  him. 

He  had  been  acquainted  in  Italy  with  a  young  man, 
whofe  gentle  and  kind  difpofition  he  valued  much; 
and  who,  after  his  return  to  France,  where  he  applied 
to  the  fludy  of  phyfic,  became  our  particular  friend. 
That  was  Lathenas,  whom  I  fhould  have  efteemed 
more,  if  the  revolution,  that  touchftone  of  mankind, 
by  drawing  him  into  the  vortex  of  public  affairs,  had 
not  expofed  to  view  his  weaknefs  and  his  mediocrity.^ 
Pofleffed  of  private  virtues,  without  pcrfonal  accom- 
plifhments,  he  rendered  himfelf  very  agreeable  to  my 
hufband,  and  attached  himfelf  to  us  both.  I  loved 
him  ;  I  treated  him  like  a  brother,  and  gave  him  the 
nam.e.  I  could  write  largely  concerning  him,  as  well 
as  feveral  interefling  connexions  I  formed  at  that  era, 
and  who  dill  exiil. 

Sophy  married,  during  my  refidence  at  Amiens,  the 
Chevalier  de  Comicourt,  who  lived  at  fix  leagues* 
diftance  from  that  place,  and  farmed  his  own  eflate. 
Henrietta,  who  had  been  fond  of  M.  Roland,  and 
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would  have  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  con- 
fent  of  her  family  to  marry  him,  made  no  fcruple  of 
approving  the  preference  he  had  given  me,  with  that 
afFefling  fmcerity  which  did  honour  to  her  difpofition, 
and  with  that  generofity  that  made  her  fo  much  be- 
loved. She  married  old  De  Vouglans^  who  was  become 
a  widower,  and  whofe  confeffor  and  phyfician  advifed 
huTi  to  take  another  wife,  although  at  the  age  of  feventy- 
five.  Both  are  widows.  Sophy  is  turned  devotee 
again  ;  and  is  reduced  to  a  very  weakly  (late  by  peftoral 
complaints,  which  endanger  a  life  neceflary  to  the 
w^elfare  of  two  charming  children.  The  difference 
of  our  difpofition  and  opinions,  added  to  abfence,  and 
the  cares  of  the  world,  have  weakened  our  connexion, 
without  breaking  it.  Henrietta,  always  frank,  lively, 
and  affeclionate,  has  been  to  fee  me  in  my  captivity, 
where  flie  would  willingly  have  taken  my  place  to 
infure  my  fafety. 

Roland  had  defired,  in  the  early  part  of  our  union, 
that  I  fhoald  be  fparing  of  my  vifits  to  my  two  friends. 
I  complied  with  his  wiflies^  nor  did  I  refume  the  li- 
berty of  frequenting  their  fociety  till  time  had  infpired 
my  hufband  with  confidence  enough  to  remove  his  fears 
of  being  rivalled  in  my  afi^e£lions.  Thofe  fears  were 
injudicious:  a  married  life  is  grave  and  auft:ere;  and  if 
you  deprive  a  woman  of  fenfibility  of  the  pleafures  of 
friendly  intercourfe  with  her  own  fex,  you  take  away 
a  neceflary  comfort,  and  expofe  her  to  dangers.  How 
long  a  difiertation  would  this  theme  admit  of! 

In  1784  we  removed  to  the  generality  of  Lyons, 
and  took  up  our  abode  at  Villefranche,  in  M.  Roland's 
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paternal  houfe,  where  his  mother,  of  the  fame  age  as 
the  century,  was  living  with  his  elder  brother,  a  canon 
and  counfellor.  Here  I  fliould  have  numerous  pic- 
tures to  paint  of  the  manncr3  of  a  country  town,  and 
their  Influence,  of  domeftic  cares,  and  the  life  I  led  in 
the  fociety  of  a  woman  rendered  refpeflable  by  her 
age,  and  terrible  by  her  bad  temper;  and  between 
two  brothers,  the  younger  of  whom  was  palTionately 
fond  of  independence,  and  the  elder  accuftomcd  and 
inclined  to  domineer. 

During  two  months  of  the  winter  we  ufed  to  refide 
at  Lyons,  witli  which  place  I  became  well  acquainted, 
and  of  which  I  fliould  have  a  great  deal  to  fay — a  city 
beautifully  fituated,  and  nobly  built,  flourifliing  by  its 
trade  and  manufaQures,  interefting  on  account  of 
its  antiquities  and  cohesions  of  curiofities,  and 
refplendent  with  riches — a  city  of  which  the  emperor 
Jofeph  was  jealous,  and  which  had  the  air  of  a  mag- 
nificent capital ;  now  vaft  burying-place,  filled  with 
the  vidlims  of  a  government  a  thoufand  times  more 
atrocious  than  the  very  defpotifm,  from  the  ruins  of 
which  it  arofe. 

We  ufcd  to  go  into  the  country  in  the  autumn  ;  and 
after  the  death  of  my  mother-in-law,  Madam  la  Piatlcre, 
fpent  there  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  The  pariili 
of  Thezee,  at  two  leagues'  diftancc  from  Villefranche, 
in   which  is    fituated    the    CIgs      of  la  Plaiiere, 

*  The  word  Clos,  in  French,  is  particularly  applied  in  France 
to  a  traft  of  vineyard  inclofed,  which  is  its  fignification  here.  It  is 
otten  ufed  to  dilUnguifti  the  wines  of  different  diari(f\s,  as  Clos  St. 
George,  Scc» — Tranf,, 
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is  a  country  of^  an  arid  foil,  but  rich  in  vine- 
yards and  in  woods  ;  it  is  the  laft  region  in  which  the 
vine  is  cultivable  as  you  advance  towards  the  lofty 
mountains  of  Beaujolois.  It  was  there  my  fimple  tafte 
was  exercifed  in  all  the  details  of  rural  and  produflive 
economy;  and  there  I  applied  fome  little  knowledge 
I  had  acquired  to  the  relief  of  my  neighbours :  I  be- 
came the  village  doflor,  and  was  the  more  revered 
becaufe  I  beflovved  affiftance,  inflead  of  requiring  a 
reward,  and  becaufe  the  pleafure  of  doing  good  gave 
grace  to  my  attentions. — How  readily  does  the  ruftic 
labourer  grant  his  confidence  to  thofe  who  render  him 
fervice !  People  pretend  he  is  not  grateful ;  and  true 
it  is  that  I  was  defirous  of  laying  no  one  under  obli- 
gations;  but  I  was  beloved;  and  my  departure  was 
lamented  with  tears,  I  have  alfo  had  fome  whimfical 
fcenes,  Honeft  country-women  have  brought  a  horfe 
for  me  two  or  three  leagues,  begging  me  to  fave  the 
life  of  fome  individual  given  over  by  the  phyficians.  I 
fnatched  my  hufband  from  the  embrace  of  death  In 
1789,  when  all  the  prefcriptions  of  the  doftors  would 
not  have  delivered  him  from  a  dreadful  difeafe  without 
my  foothing  cares.  I  pafled  twelve  days  and  nights 
without  fleep,  and  without  undreiling  myfelf,  and  fix 
months  in  the  uneafinefs  and  agitation  of  a  precarious 
convalefccnce ;  and  yet  I  was  not  indifpofed:  fo  much 
does  our  ftrength  and  activity  depend  upon  the  heart. 
The  revolution  came,  and  the  fame  enthufiafm  feized 
us  bc^th:  friends  to  mankind,  adoring  liberty,  and 
thinking  it  was  regenerating  the  fpecies,  and  putting- 
an  end  to  the  degrading  mifery  of  that  unfortunate 
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clafs,  which  had  fo  often  excited  our  compaflion,  we 
welcomed  it  with  tranfport.    Our  opinions  difpleafed 
many  people  at  Lyons,  who,  being  accuftomed  to  com- 
mercial calculations,  could  not  conceive  it  poflible  to 
favour  and  applaud  changes,  only  beneficial  to  others, 
from  mere  philofophy.     For  that  fole  reafon  they 
became  Roland's  enemies;  and  that  made  the  adverfe 
party  prize  him  the  more.    He  was  elected  one  of  the 
municipality  at  its  firfl:  formation  3  and  exhibited  in 
that  fituation  an  inflexible  integrity.    Pie  was  dreaded, 
and  calumny  on  one  fide  took  the  field  againft  him  ; 
whilft  on  the  other  he  was  defended  by  impartiality 
and  affedion.    Being  deputed  in  behalf  of  the  interefls 
of  the  city  to  the  conftituent  alTembly,  he  repaired  to 
Paris,  and  there  we  remained  the  beft  part  of  a  year. 
I  have  related,  in  another  place,  how  we  became  ac- 
quainted with  feveral  members  of  that  aflembly; 
conne8ing    ourfelves    naturally    with    thofe,  who, 
like  us,  loved  liberty,  not  for  their  own  fake,  but 
for  her*s,  and  who  now  fliare  with  us  the  fate  com- 
mon to  almoft  all  who  have  laid  the  foundations  of 
freedom,  as  well  as  to  the  true  friends  of  human  nature  ; 
fuch  as  Dion,  Socrates,  Phocion,  and  other  heroes 
of  antiquity ;  and  Barneveldt  and  Sydney  in  modern 
times. 

My  hufband  made  me  accompany  him  in  a  tour 
through  England  in  1784,  and  in  another  through 
Switzerland  in  1787:  we  were  acquainted  with  in- 
terefling  individuals  in  both  thofe  countries,  and  con- 
tinued to^eep  up  a  correfpondence  with  feveral.  It 
k  not  a  year  fm.ce  1  received  a  Icttter  from  Lavaier, 
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the  celebrated  clergyman  cf  Zurich,  fo  well  known 
on  accoimt  of  his  writings,  bis  brilliant  imagination, 
his  affV:6tionate  heart,  and  the  purity  of  his  morals. 
The  worthy  "nd  learned  GoiTc  of  Geneva  certainly  la- 
ments the  perfeciition  we  undergo.  I  know  not  what 
is  become  of  the  able  Dezach,  formerly  a  profefibr 
Vienna,,  who  AuS  lately  travelling  dirough  Germany, 
whom  1  law  frequeiitly  at  Loudon,  and  with  whon> 
Roland  got  into  an  argument  at  the  houfe  cf  iicrnks, 
the  prcfident  of  the  royal  focicty,  v«  ho  ufed  to  alfemblq 
at  his  hoiife  the  fcientific  of  his  own  country,  and  the 
flrangers  who  vifited  London.  I  travelled  widi  the 
pleafure  and  profit  derived  from  the  company  of  a 
man  who  has  been  upon  the  fpot,  and  feen  -things 
wdth  an  attentive  eye;  and  committed  to  paper  the 
obfervations  I  made  on  every  thing  by  which  I  was 
mod  forcibly  ftruck.  I  alfo  vifited  feveral  parts  of 
France;  but  the  revolution  came,  and  prevented  the 
excurfions  which  we  meditated  into  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  the  tour  of  Italy,  which  1  had  a  long- 
ing defire  to  make.  Fondly  attached  to  the  public 
happmefs,  it  engroffed  all  our  ideas,  and  fuperfeded 
all  our  projeds  the  paffion  of  ferving  it  was,  indeed, 
the  only  one  we  felt.  The  reader  has  feen  in  the 
article  entitled,  Roland's  Firjl  Jdmintftraiion,  how  a 
fliare  in  the  government  was  conferred  upon  him,  un- 
known to  himfelf,  as  it  were  ;  nor  will  his  public  con» 
du£t  fail  to  prove  to  impardal  pofterity  his  difintereft- 
cdnefs,  his  knowledge,  and  his  virtues. 

My  father,  with  whom  we  had  no  great  reafon  to 
be  pleafed,  neither  ir^arried  nor  made  any  very  ruinous 

engage? 


(    71  ) 

engagemerts.  Wc  paid  a  few  debts  he  had  con- 
trafted,  aru  by  granting  him  an  annuity,  prevailed  on 
him  to  leave  ofFbufinefs,  in  wlilch  it  v/as  become  im- 
pofTible  for  }.im  to  fucceed.  Though  fuffering  fo  mucli 
from  his  errors,  by  which  my  grandmother*s  little 
fortune  had  gone  the  fame  way  as  every  thing  clfc, 
and  though  he  had  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfied  with 
our  behaviour,  his  fpirit  was  too  proud  not  to  be  hurt 
at  the  obligation  he  owed  us.  That  ftate  of  irritated 
felf-love  often  hindered  him  from  doing  juflice,  even 
to  thofe  who  were  the  moft  defirous  of  pleafing  him. 
He  died,  aged  upwards  of  fixty,  in  the  hard  winter  of 
1787,  of  a  catarrh,  with  which  he  had  been  long  af- 
Aided.  My  dear  uncle  died  at  Vincennes  in  1789; 
and  foon  after  we  loft  my  hulLand's  much-beloved 
brother.  He  had  made  the  tour  of  Sv^itzerland  with 
us,  was  become  prior  and  reSor  at  Longpont,  and 
was  nominated  eleftor  of  his  canton,  where  he  preached 
liberty,  and  pra6lifed  the  evangelical  virtues.'  The 
counfellor  and  phyfician  of  his  parifliioners,  and  too 
wife  for  a  monk,  he  was  perfecuted  by  the  heads  of 
his  order,  and  had  numerous  moleftations,  which,  by 
their  effed  on  his  fpirits,  contributed  to  haflen  his  end. 
Thus,  every  where,  and  in  all  times,  do  the  good  fall 
viQims:  there  muft  be  another  world,  then,  in  which 
they  will  live  again,  or  it  would  not  be  worth  wliile  to 
come  into  this  world ! 

Blind  calumniators  !  follow  the  track  of  Roland, 
fift  every  aclion  of  his  life,  fcrutinize  mine,  confult  the 
focieties  in  which  we  have  lived,  the  cities  in  \v]]ich  we 
have  rcfided,  and  the  country  where  ail  difilmulation 
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is  laid  afide:  put  us  to  the  queftlon,  ordinary  and  ex-. 

tr^ordinary  and  the  more  you  fee  of  us,  tho 

greater  will  be  your  difappointment,  and  your  rage: 
that  indeed  is  the  reafon  why  you  wifl:i  to  fend  us  out 
of  the  world, 

Roland  has  been  reproached  with  having  folicited 
letters  patent  of  nobility.  The  truth  is  this:— His  fa- 
mily had  enjoyed  all  the  priviledges  of  that  order, 
for  feveral  centuries,  by  virtue  of  offices,  which  did 
not  tranlmit  them  to  their  heirs,  and  of  the  opulence 
which  enabled  them  to  keep  up  all  the  injignia,  arms, 
chapel,  livery,  fitf,  8:c.  Their  opulence  difappeared  ; 
it  was  fucceeded  by  circumllances  tolerably  eafy;  and 
Roland  had  the  profpecl  of  ending  his  days  on  the 
only  eflate  W'hich  remained  in  the  family,  and  which 
flill  belongs  to  his  e^der  brother.  He  thought  he  had 
a  right,  by  his  labours,  to  infure  to  his  defcendants  an 
advantage  which  his  anceftors  had  enjoyed,  and  which 
he  would  have  difdained  to  buy.  He  accordingly 
fet  forth  his  claims,  in  order  to  obtain  either  the  ac- 
l<.nowledgment  of  his  nobility,  or  letters  patent  of 
creation.  That  was  the  beginning  of  1784;  nor 
do  I  conceive  any  man  at  that  period,  and  in  his 
fituation,  would  have  thought  it  unworthy  of  his 
wifdom  to  do  the  fame  thing.  I  came  to  Paris,  and 
foon  faw  that  the  ntw  fuperintendants  of  trade,  jea- 
lous of  his  long  experience  in  a  branch  of  admiai^ 
^ration  wliich  he  underftood  better  than  they,  and 
adverfe  to  his  opinions  concerning  the  freedom  of 
commerce,  of  which  he  was  extremely  tenacious, 
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in  giving  him  the  requefted  certificates  of  his  Import- 
ant fervices,  which  they  could  not  refufe,  did  not  lay 
that  ftrefs  upon  them  that  was  likely  to  infure  his 
fuccefs.  We  therefore  deemed  it  proper  to  let  the 
matter  fleep  for  a  while,  and  made  no  farther  at- 
tempts. It  was  then  that,  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  changes  of  which  1  have  fpoken  in  the  curious 
article  of  Lazowfki,  I  demanded  and  obtained  Ro- 
land's removal  to  Lyons,  which  brought  him  nearer 
home,  and  feated  him  in  the  midft  of  his  family,  vv^here 
I  knew  it  had  been  his  wiHi,  fome  time  or  other,  to 
retire.  Patriots  of  the  prefent  day,  you  who  ftood  in 
need  of  a  revolution  to  give  you  confequence,%ring 
forward  your  good  works,  and,  if  you  dare,  compare 
them  with  his ! 

Thirteen  years  paft  In  different  places,  in  continual 
ftudy,  and  in  an  intercourfe  with  a  variety  of  perfons 
-—years,  the  latter  of  which  fo  clofely  connefted  with 
the  hillory  of  the  times — would  furnifh  the  fourth,  and 
moft  interefting,  feflion  of  my  Memoirs.  The  de- 
tached pieces  which  will  be  found  in  the  Portraits  and 
Anecdotes^  mufi:  ferve  infiead  of  it. — I  am  no  longer 
able  to  hold  the  pen  in  the  midft  of  the  horrors  th^t 
tear  my  country  to  pieces:  I  cannot  live  among  its 
ruins;  but  choofc  rather  to  bury  myfelf  beneath  them, 
feature,  take  me  into  thy  bofom ! 

At  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 
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DETACHED  NOTES. 

If  fate  had  allowed  me  to  live,  I  believe  I  fhould 
have  been  ambitious  of  only  one  thing;  and  that 
would  have  been  to  write  the  Annals  of  the  prejent  Age^ 
and  to  become  the  Macaulay  of  my  country.  I  have 
conceived^  in  my  prilbn,  a  real  fondnefs  for  Tacitus ; 
and  cannot  go  to  fleep  till  I  have  read  a  ppiit  of  his 
work.  It  fecms  to  me  that  we  fee  things  in  the 
fame  light,  and  that  in  time,  and  with  a  fubje£t 
equally  rich,  it  v^ould  not  have  been  impoffible  for 
me  to  imitate  his  flyle. 

I  am  very  forry  to  have  loft  with  my  Hiftorical  Me- 
moirs, an  anfwer  I  wrote  to  Garat,  on  the  6th  of  June. 
Charged  with  my  remonftrances  againft  my  confine- 
ment, he  had  written  me  a  handfonie  letter  of  four 
pages,  in  which  he  expreffed  his  efteem,  his  forrow, 
&c.  At  the  fame  time  he  entered  into  a  difcuflion  of 
public  affairs,  and  fought  to  impute  the  ruin  of  the 
twenty-two  to  themfclves,  as  if  they  had  a£led,  and 
fpoken  in  the  Aifembly,  in  a  way  that  accorded  ill 
with  the  intereft  of  the  republic.  I  anfwered  Garat 
with  good  reafons,  t'xpicfied  in  a  manner  that  makes 
me  regret  the  lofs  of  them:  I  reprefented  his  conduft 
as  the  confequence  of  that  weaknefs,  to  which  I  attri- 
bute  our  mir.^ortunes ;  a  weaknefs  common  to  a  timid 
miajority,  who  were  obedient  only  to  the  impulfe  of 
fear:  and  I  dcmonilrated,  that  both  he  and  Barrere 
were  fit  for  nothing  but  to  ruin  all  the  fcates  in  the 
world  by  the  obliquity  of  their  proceedings,    I  have 

never 
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never  been  able  to  digeft  the  filly  declamations  of  a 
flock  of  buzzards,  againft  what  they  called  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  right  fide.  Men  of  integrity,  fteady  to 
their  principles,  and  full  of  indignation  againft  guilt, 
exerted  their  powerful  eloquence  againft  the  perver- 
fity  of  a  few  villains,  and  the  atrocious  meafures  they 
diclated ;  and  thefe  eunuchs  in  politics  reproached 
them  with  fpeaking  with  too  much  warmth ! 

Roland's  retiring  from  the  miniftry,  very  fhortly 
jifter  he  had  faid  he  w^ould  defy  the  ftorm,  has  been 
imputed  as  a  crime.    People  do  not  perceive  it  was 
necefTary  for  him  to  make  known  his  refolution,  in  or- 
der  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  weak,  and  that  in 
this  manner  he  encouraged  them  on  the  fixth  of 
January;  but  the  fentence  of  Louis  XV I. ^  pronounced 
on  the  1 8th,  fhewing  the  weakncfs  of  the  fober  party, 
and  the  fall  of  their  power  in  the  Convention,  he  had 
no  longer  any  fupport  to  hope  for,  nor  any  thing  to 
do  but  to  retire,  in  order  that  he  might  not  fhare  the 
difgrace  of  other  people's l)lunders.   Certainly  Roland 
abhorred  tyranny,  and  believed  Louis  guilty ;  but  he 
wilhed  to  fee  liberty  fixed  on  firm  foundations,  and 
thought  all  Vv^as  loft,  when  he  faw  that  wrong-headed 
men  had  gained  the  afcendence.    He  is  too  well  juf- 
tified  in  regard  to  thofe  who  are  now  about  to  be  led 
to  the  block.    As  to  every  thing  elfe,  it  appears  to 
me  I  have  beeri  fufficiently  explicit  in  the  narrative  en- 
titled, Roland's  Second  Adminiftration,    His  going  out 
of  oflicc  was  the  fignal  of  dijcomfiture,  and  that  he 
fore  faw. 

My 
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My  poor  Agatha!  flie  has  left  her  cloifter;  but  fhe 
is  ftill  the  fame  gentle  dove,  and  weeps  for  her 
daughter  i  for  that  is  the  name  by  which  fhe  diftin- 
guifnes  me.  I  fhould  have  had  a  great  number  of 
perfons  to  introduce  into  my  hiftory  by  way  of  epi- 
Ibde  :  my  worthy  coufm  Defportes,  who  died  at  fifty 
}'ears  of  age,  after  experiencing  much  vexation  ;  my  lit- 
tle coufm  Trude,  who  has  retired  into  the  country, 
and  is  now  fuing  for  a  divorce,  our  old  maid,  whofe 
name  was  Mtgnome,  and  who  died  at  my  father's 
houfe ;  ^  Alademoifelle,*  faid  llie,  while  expiring  with 
refignation  in  my  arms,  ^  I  never  alked  any  thing  from 
Heaven  but  to  die  in  your  fervice :  I  am  fatisfied/ — 
And  then  that  fad  connexion  of  my  unfortunate  father 
with  the  profligate  Leveilly,  for  the  fate  of  whofe 
daughter  I  felt  myfeJf  concerned.  I  made  her  the 
objeft  of  my  bounty ;  her  youth,  her  vivacity,  and 
feme  fliare  of  accomplifliments,  exciting  compalhon  : 
but  fhe  debafed  herfelf ;  and  having  loft  all  fliame, 
obliged  me  in  latter  times  to  forbid  her  my  prefence, 
while  I  continued  to  receive  her  brothers,  and  to 
render  them  every  fervice  in  my  power. 
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A 

COLLECTION  OF  LETTERS, 

JddrcJJcd  by  Madam  ROLAND  to  the  Editor, 

Jt  that  Time  Secretary  to  the  Intcndant  General  of  the 
PoJI 'Office*. 


MY  DEAR  FRIEND  ! 

I  PiAVE  received  a  letter  from  M.  Gofle,  which, 
I  think,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  perafe ;  and  have 
therefore  fent  it  you  enclofcd.  You  will  leani  from 
it  the  way  in  which  the  combined  forces  of  France, 
Savoy,  and  Berne,  beliaved  when  they  took  poOefiion 
of  Geneva. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  will  agree  v/ith  mc  ; 
but  I  think  that  the  poor  Gencvefe  could  not  pofilbly 
have  managed  worfj :  one  would  take  them  for  a 

*  I  faid,  in  the  advertifement  prefixed  to  Part  I.  th  .t  I  lli^iild 
fuhjoin  thefe  letters  to  x.\\t  foregoing  writings  of  Madam  Roland, 
though  feeming,  at  the  firll  view,  to  be  only  intcrefting  to  our 
friendlhip,  becaufe  I  confidered  them  as  a  neceiTary  fupplcment  to 
her  private  memoirs,  and  as  a  llandard  that  would  fcr\e  to  afcer- 
tain  the  m?rit  of  that  honourable  victim  of  the  la  e  t)'ranr.v'.  I 
am  forty  to  fee  fuch  a  confiderahle  hiatus-,  tor  it  is  in  the  etiuiions  of 
a  regular  and  unafFcded  correfpondence  that  the  whole  he.irt  is  feen, 
and  the  inclinations,  opinions,  and  acquirements,  exhibit  themfelves  In 
their  true  (hape;  but  what  remains  will  fuffic.',  I  believe,  to  make  the 
writer  known,  and  to  feive  as  a  f^ecimen  oftl  e  eafe  of  her  epillolary 
ftyle. 

company 
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company  of  blind  men,  committed  with  tlieir  own 
confent  to  the  guidance  of  a  few  traitors,  who  be- 
trayed them,  and  whofe  mancieavres  were  evident.  I 
was  out  of  all  patience,  I  know  not  how  often,  in 
reading  it,  and  the  very  idea  flill  makes  my 
blood  boll  in  my  veins,  I  pity,  from  the  bottom  of 
my  foul,  thofe  who  could  not  diflinguifli  which  was  the 
wifeft  way  of  proceeding ;  or  rather,  who  had  not  in- 
fluence enough  to  get  it  adopted:  but  it  appears 
clear  to  me  that  Geneva,  in  general,  was  no  longer 
worthy  of  liberty — we  fee  nothing  like  the  energy  it 
would  have  required  to  defend  fo  dear  a  property,  or 
to  die  beneath  its  ruins.  I  have  only  the  greater 
hatred  for  its  opprefibrs,  whofe  infe6bidus  neighbour- 
hood had  corrupted  the  republicbefore  they  came  to 
put  an  end  to  its  exiftence. 

Goffe  tells  me,  the  friend  who  was  with  him  at 
Paris  is  of  the  ariftocratical  party  ^  and  that  he  has 
refufed  to  h^ld  any  intercourfe  with  him  fince  the 
overthrow  of  liberty,  left  the  oppofite  tempers  of 
mind  they  are  in  fhould  produce  a  difagreeable  alter- 
cation. I  would  have  laid  a  wager  it  would  have 
taken  place — It  is  a  certain  M.  Coladon.  whom  I 
ufed  to  call  Celadon,  whofe  only  merit  is  that  of  be- 
ing a  pretty  fellow,  and  whofe  fervile  air,  and  fupplc 
demeanour,  befpoke  a  flave  at  firft  fight.  I  w^ould 
not  give  a  cripple,  of  the  fame  caft  as  GofTe,  for  a 
hundred  of  him. 

Virtue,  and  liberty,  have  no  longer  any  afylum, 
unlefs  in  the  heart  of  a  fmall  number  of  honeft  men: 
a  fig  for  the  reft,  and  for  all  the  thrones  in  the  world! 

I  would 
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I  would  tell  a  foverclgn  fo  to  his  face — from  a  woman 
it  would  only  be  laughed  at ;  but,  by  my  foul,  it  I  had 
been  at  Geneva,  I  would  have  died  before  they  fliould 
have  laughed  at  me, 

February  9,  1783. 

I  WILL  not  fay,  with  the  woman  in  the  old  ftory*, 
fVhyy  I  chufe  to  be  beaten,  1  tell  you  !  That  would  not 
be  at  all  to  my  tafte.  But  I  mufl:  let  you  know  that 
the  word  loup  f ,  which  appears  to  you  fo  terrible,  is 
a  term  of  endearment,  a  charming  little  name,  which 
I  have  borne,  not  from  time  immemorial,  but  from 
the  day  after  a  certain  fourth  of  February,  which  took 
place  three  years  ago.  I  know  not  why  nor  where- 
fore, but  my  name  in  fhort  it  is,  and  I  am  called 
lonp  by  fomebody,  as  perhap  you  may  be  called  iny 
lovely  creature,  by  fome  fair  lady,  whom,  like  me,  you 
do  not  care  to  mention.  After  that,  judge  of  people 
by  their  words  1  Should  we  not  be  as  much  in  the 
right  to  doubt  their  lignification,  as  Berkeley  was  to 
doubt  the  exiftence  of  bodies  ?  But  you  have  fome- 
thing  better  to  do  than  to  liften  to  ftories,  and  I  than 
to  write  them. 

Yeflerday's  quiet  evening  has  no  doubt  fet  you 
to  rights  again. — I  have  pafTed  the  day  in  working 
harder  than  I  have  done  for  a  great  while.  Health 
and  pleafure  attend  you  1 

*  In  the  Medccin  malgrs  lul  of  Mglicre. — T ra^if^ 
+  A  wolf. 

YOU 
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March  20. 

YOU  are  a  good  creature,  and  deferving  every 
body's  love.  Your  letter  is  full  of  fenfibility  and 
reafon ;  and  is  calculated  to  make  you  friends  among 
worthy  people,  who  Ihould  know  nothing  of  you 
befides.  Good  inclinations,  prudent  projefts,  juft 
and  natural  fentiments;  thefe  are  the  materials  of 
happinefs  :  you  poffefs  them ;  and  no  doubt  the  event 
will  do  juftice  to  your  claims,  and  give  accom- 
plifliment  to  the  wiflies  of  thofe  by  whom  you 
are  beloved.  Among  them  we  fliall  never  be  the 
hindmoft. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  fet  of  inftruftions,  with  the 
lefTons  in  qucftion,  would  fuffice  to  carry  you  any  length 
youpleafe;  nor  fliould  I  alk  more  if  I  had  Icifure, 
but  I  ftand  in  need  of  a  malter  to  fix  an  hour  for  that 
kind  of  ftudy,  and  my  maftcr  is  not  punctual  to  his 
time :  he  is,  befides,  a  mere  machine,  with  whom  it  is 
impoflible  to  reafon,  and  who  can  only  move  his  fin- 
gers in  order  to  fliew  what  is  to  be  done.  I  lofe  all 
patience,  and  make  but  little  progrefs.  I  cannot  even 
play  the  mufic  you  feledled  for  me,  which  is  in  general 
eafy ;  but  the  fimpleton  likes  better  to  make  me 
ftudy  what  he  is  mailer  of  himfelf,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  fubmit,  that  my  time  and  my  money  may  not  be 
altogether  thrown  away. 

I  believe  the  people  who  are  afraid  left  the  fine  pro- 
ie£l  for  a  reform  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  fhould 
fall  to  the  ground,  have  great  reafons  for  their  fears: 
it  would  be  a  very  fingular  phenomenon. 

Adieu! — We  are  yours  in  all  truth  and  friendfliip. 

IT 
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April  5. 

IT  IS  a  noflurnal  greeting  I  fend  you  this  time.  It 
IS  half  pa  ft  eight,  and  the  moment  of  a  country  fupper 
ca*.;.;ot  be  far  off,  but  I  can  always  find  time  to  devote 
to  your  fervice.  Do  not  imagine,  however,  lam  going 
to  tire  you  to  death  with  an  endlefs  epiftle :  you  have 
no  time  to  lofe,  and  I  will  not  fpend  mine  in  a  way 
burdenfome  to  any  body,  much  lefs  to  my  friends. 
This  principle  being  eftablifhed,  nothing  remains  but 
to  come  to  the  point ;  and  that  is  what  I  would  ftilL 
avoid  doing  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  page,  by  way 
of  tczfing you  and  amufing  myjelf,  if  it  were  not  right 
for  fuch  fancies  to  give  way  to  reafon. — The  fervice 
of  this  Dame  Reafon  is  by  no  means  an  eafy  one. 
— Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  my  relicftion, 
which  you  will  take  for  the  whim  of  the  moment, 
you  muft  know  that  Monfieur  Maille,  haberdaflier 
of  hard-war^s,  in  the  Rue  des  Lombards^  deals  in  that 
famous  Dogs'-grajs^  which  has  fo  much  puzzled  the 
doftors,  yourfelf  not  excepted — the  dogs*  grafs  ufed 
by  brufh-makers,  which  I,  poor  ignorant  woman, 
often  make  ufc  of  without  entering  into  an  analyfis 
of  its  nature.  But  there  muft  be  food  fuited  to  every 
ftomach ;  and  people  are  fo  accuftomed  to  look  for 
fcience  in  dlStionaries,  that  it  would  occafion  a  ter- 
rible  outcry  'ndced,  if  none  w^ere  to  be  put  into  a 
work  of  this  kind,  in  which,  by  the  way,  there  is 
now  and  then  a  want  of  it.  Be  good  enough,  then, 
to  call  on  Monfieur  Maille,  and,  like  a  philofopher 
who  knows  'low  to  extraft  information  out  of  every 
thing,  for  once  let  a  fliop-keeper  inftruiSl  you.  You 

VOL.  ir.  PART  IV.  G  will 
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Will  aflc  him  v/lience  he  procures  that  con:modity, 
what  he  thinks  of  its  nature,  and  of  the  preparation 
it  may  have  undergone,  &c.  &:c.  It  is  not  neceflary 
to  teach  you  your  lefTon  ;  for  you  certainly  are  not 
one  of  thofe,  who,  as  the  poet  Sadi  fays,  know  not 
even  how  to  inquire. — In  faying  this,  1  do  not  in- 
tend to  pay  you  a  compliment;  but  to  exprefs  a 
truth  which  flows  fpontaneoufly  from  my  pen. 

I  believe  it  is  now  two  or  three  long  days  fince 
we  have  been  favoured  with  aiiy  thing  from  you  in 
the  fliape  of  a  letter.  We  fliould  be  glad  to  know 
whether  you  have  received  The  Peat-digger's  Art\ 
the  defire  of  the  author  muft  have  been  ill  complied 
with,  if  the  work  was  not  delivered  to  you  on  Wed- 
nefday  laft:  you  were  the  firft  perfon  to  whom  it  was 
difpatched. 

We  have  been  very  bufy  thefe  two  days  in  dig- 
ging, hceing,  and  fowing  our  little  garden.  We  mean 
to  fill  it  with  flowers,  not  with  pretty  ones,  according 
to  the  general  idea,  but  with  fuch  as  are  interefting  in 
the  eyes  of  the  botanift.  We  are  doing  great  things, 
I  a  flu  re  you  ! 

Adieu! — It  is  a  great  deal  later  than  I  imagined. 

April  14. 

IS  it  not  enough  to  leave  the  poor  women  difcon- 
folate,  without  fending  them  to  the  devil  into  the 
bargain?  Young  man,  you  are  not  tolerant;  but  as 
there  is  fomcthing  laughable  in  your  malice,  it  is 
forgiven  you,  and  we  only  infer,  that  you  would 
rather  come  in  the  v»  ay  of  all  the  -prickly  hollies  in  the 

univerfe. 
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univerfe,  than  in  that  of  Madam  Maille.  After  this, 
very  poffibly,  your  friends-may  beg  you  to  wander  about 
the  fields  and  bulhes  for  inforn^ation,  but  nothing  more. 
They  find,  however,  your  difinterelkdnefs  much  to 
their  advantage;  and  while  that  is  the  motive  of  your 
condudl,  have  the  greater  reafon  to  depend  on  your 
perfeverance. 

Your  giving  me  a  defcription  of  your  laborious 
life  anfwers  very  little  purpofe :  I  do  not  pity  you  at 
all.  In  my  opinion,  to  be  bufy  is  to  be  half-way 
towards  happinefs,  efpecially  when  it  is  a  mean  of  pre- 
ferving  our  liberty :  for  when  once  we  can  get  rid  of 
the  empire  of  habit,  we  are  little  expofed  to  that  of 
love.  Flutter  then,  at  your  eafe,  about  the  woods  and 
flirubberieSj  like  a  coquetifh  Iparrow,  yet  a  ftranger  to 
flavery:  it  may  be  long  avoided  by  fuch  a  way  cf  life, 
and  the  mind  will  gain  proportionable  llrength.  I  only- 
pity  you  for  not  being  able  to  divert  yourfelf  thefe 
cnfuing  holydays,  and  fliall  think  of  you  every  time  we 
go  to  take  our  walk,  in  which  you  will  be  our  ideal 
companion, 

April  17. 

YOU  are  fad,  and  we  are  quite  afflifted  at  it  1 
Nobody,  moft  certainly,  can  better  conceive  how 
much  reafon,  with  your  delicate  way  of  thinking, 
you  mufh  have  to  be  fo.  It  is  painful  to  fee  the 
feeds  of  malevolence,  or  of  any  thing  like  it,  grow- 
ing in  the  hearts  of  thofe  about  us;  and  a  generous 
mind  regrets  it  the  more,  when  it  is  owing  to  fome 
external  advantage.  It  would  be  eafier  for  fuch  a 
man  to  fet  himfelf  above  polltive  injuftice,  than  to 
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overcome  the  vexation  of  afflitling  the  pcrfons  around 
him,  by  any  fuperiority  not  intrinfically  his  own.  That 
very  difpofition,  however,  ought  to  procure  him  his 
pardon  for  many  advantages ;  and,  indeed,  it  feldom 
happens  the  felf-love  of  rivals  and  competitors  is  much 
hurt  by  thofe  of  which  the  pofieffor  does  not  avail 
himfeif  in  an  overbearing  manner.  That  kind  of  dif- 
content  that  many  perfons  feel  at  the  promotion  of  a 
fortunate  individual,  is,  befides,  one  of  the  evils  atten- 
dant on  fociety ;  and  in  thefe  cafes-,  a  man  mull  refolvc 
to  bear  what  he  cannot  avoid. 

Gur  friend  has  written  you  a  letter  to-day,  which 
will  be  delivered  by  Monfieur  de  Vin^  whofe  de- 
parture for  Paris  is  fixed  for  this  evening.  He  is  an 
excellent  man,  of  a  truly  honeft  and  feeling  heart,  whofe 
friends  reproach  him  w^ith  nothing  but  indolence;, 
which  prevents  his  fhewing  what  he  is  worth,  and 
availing  himfeif  of  his  talents.  But  I  could  willingly 
reproach  him  with  talking  too  much  on  newfpaper 
politics,  which  tire  me  to  death,  and  keeping  to  him- 
feif all  he  knows  on  the  helles-lettresy  of  which  I  am  fo 
fond:  but  every  one  muft  follow  his  inclinations,  I 
am  glad  you  have  all  thofe  of  a  found  mind,  and  all 
that  can  fatisfy  an  aftive  difpofition.  It  is  having  mate- 
rials for  happinefs,  and  arms  againft  melancholy,  from 
which  the  indolent  cannot  deliver  themfelves  with  equal 
advantage. 

April  23. 

YOU  have  too  much  foul  for  any  one  to  reproach 
you  with  having  fenfes :  it  would  at  lead  be  an  ab* 
furdity.     It  is  extremely  natural  at  five-and-twenty 
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to  forget  Ariftotle^  for  the  fake  of  a  pair  of  fine 
eyes ;  and  it  would  be  very  flrange,  if,  at  a  female  tri- 
bunal, you  were  not  held  pardonable  for  fuch  an  offence. 
I  am  well  content,  likewife,  to  make  up  all  our  other 
quarrels. 

I  could  not  help  fmlling  at  your  earned  defire  to 
fee  M.  de  Vin.  Your  a£tive  friendfliip  meafures 
that  of  other  people  by  itfelf;  but  the  worthy  M. 
de  Vin  is  the  laft  man  in  the  world  to  perceive  all 
thofe  little  things  which  intereft  you,  becaufe  your 
.  heart  fets  a  value  upon  them;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  you 
would  learn  more  from  our  brief  correfponaence, 
than  he  would  by  vinting  us  day  after  day.  1  Ihould 
not  be  aftonifhed  if  he  were  to  pafs  three  weeks  at 
Paris  without  feeing  you,  although  he  really  defires 
it ;  for  he  is  a  man  likely  to  fpend  one  half  of  his 
life  in  planning  the  very  contrary  of  what  he  will 
execute  in  the  other:  a  kind  hone ft-he arte d  creature 
notvvithftanding,  and  well  calculated  to  make  a  fenfible 
woman  happy. 

Your  maidens  of  Poitou  do  not  at  all  refemble 
our  young  ladies  of  Amiens.  The  latter  have  all  the 
afllirance  of  a  v,  om.an  with  whom  bafhfulnefs  has  long 
been  out  of  the  queftion ;  talk  quite  as  loud  in  com- 
pany ;  game  as  foon  as  they  are  in  their  teens;  ana  at 
that  early  time  of  life,  play  off  all  the  airs  and  graces 
of  damfels  hackneyed  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  It  is 
truly  farcical ;  but  there  are  luckily  a  few  remarkable 
exceptions, 

I  would  almofl  lay  a  wager  that  you  are  an  adept 
at  ninepins.    We  have  already  played  fome  famous 
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matches  with  my  daughter :  but  the  little  fimpleton 
throws  the  bowl  on  one  fide:  in  fober  fadnefs,  if  flie 
never  takes  better  aim,  (he  will  be  a  poor  creature ; 
but  patience  is  necefiary  for  every  things  as  you  have 
occafion  for  it  to  bear  ftudy,  confinement,  and  the 
rain  when  it  overtakes  you  in  the  fields.  But  God 
be  praifed!  lince  you  ftill  have  time  left  to  fay  a 
few  words  on  the  fubje61:  of  friendfliip,  and  an  in- 
clination to  retain  that  fentiment,  in  fpite  of  the 
roguifh  tricks  of  the  urchin  who  gives  you  fuch 
mental  abfences,  when  you  are  in  company  with  the 
Abbe's  fifter. 

Adieu! — We  good  folks,  who  have  made  the  voyage 
of  Cithera,  love  you  with  all  our  hearts,  and  without 
partaking  of  your  abfence  of  mind.  . 

April  25. 

'  YOU  are  an  excellent  man,  and  we  greet  you 
moft  heartily.  Your  fenfibility,  and  your  goodncfs 
of  heart,  difcover  themfelves  without  your  endea- 
vouring to  Ihew  them,  in  a  manner  highly  gratifying 
to  your  friends,  and  well  calculated  to  infure  you 
their  lafting  afi^eftion.  Defend  M.  de  Vin  as  much 
as  you  pleafe:  you  vvil]  give  us  great  pleafure,  as  you 
would  do  him  a  great  deal  of  good,  if  it  were  pofilble 
for  you  to  infpire  him  with  aSivity  like  your  own;  it 
is  energy  that  is  wanting  to  his  happinefs,  as  well  as 
to  his  mind:  he  Is  fenfible  of  it,  and  perhaps  would 
acquire  more,  if  lie  were  always  with  people  whofe 
fenfibility  might  ferve  as  a  Jiimulus  to  his  own. 

I  fancy 
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I  fancy  you  would  like  th  )fe  to  whom  he  belongs 
exceedinglv.  It  may  be  faid  his  family  are  wo; thy 
people,  in  the  fall  force  of  the  term. 

I  wiib  you  a  Eudora,  bccaufe  you  are  formed  to 
enjoy  the  fimple  pleafures  which  ll:e  affords  us,  and 
which  we  hope  flie  will  fome  day  or  other  more 
widely  diffafe.  For  our  fakes,  I  wifh  fiie  may  be 
fuch,  tliat  a  man  like  you  may  reafon  in  the  fam^ 
w^ay  eighteen  years  hence,  I  fiiould  then  be  almoft 
ready  to  fay  Nunc  dmittis. 

Adieu' — May  your  health  be  equal  to  our  friend- 
fliip. 

May 

WE  received  your  lad  letter  yeflerday  with  much 
pleafure ;  this  indemnification  for  the  abfence  of  our 
friends  is  a  great  fatisfaclion. 

Are  you  indebted  for  the  recovery  of  your  liberty 
in  the  evening  to  a  decreafe  of  official  bufmefs,  or 
to  the  kindnefs  of  one  of  your  colleagues?  The  latter 
caufe  would  be  the  more  agreeable,  as  well  as  the 
more  lafting. 

Thanks  to  your  information,  we  know  what  to 
think  of  the  tranflation  of  Ariftolle.  However  eftl- 
mable  the  work  may  be,  the  prefent  edition  is  above 
our  purchafe;  wc  have  no  occafion  for  the  Greek 
text,  and  can  do  very  well  without  a  cumberfome 
quarto.  We  fhall  therefore  wait  for  a  modeft  c5lavo 
without  the  text,  which  will  probably  be  publiflied 
hereafter,  and  which  will  fuit  us  a  great  deal  better. 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  fay  fo  much  in  favour 
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of  the  herbal  in  queflion :  we  fliall  place  that  work 
arriong  thofe  of  the  pleafing  fcience  to  which  it  re- 
lates, and  which  wili  be  one  of  our  deareft  recreations, 
when  we  fhall  have  affumed  the  patriarchal  ftyle  per- 
manentlv. 

I  accept  your  happy  augury  concerning  my  little 
Eudora;  nor  fliall  it  be  any  fault  of  mine  if  the 
event  do  not  convert  it  into  a  prophecy.  I  enjoy 
at  leafl  every  moment  of  the  prefent  time  by  aflur- 
ing  myfelf  that  fliC  is  in  pofleflion  of  all  the  health 
and  all  the  happinefs  that  belong  to  her  time  of 
life.  I  have  occafion  for  this  conviftion,  in  order  to 
congratulate  myfelf  on  her  exiflence ;  and  I  have 
occafion  for  it  alfo  to  affift  me  in  fupporting  the  lofs 
of  her,  in  cafe  I  fliould  meet  with  fuch  a  misfortune. 
My  health  does  not  improve  very  fall.  Our  friend 
will  almofl:  tell  you  that  I  am  no  longer  worth  looking 
at,  and  that  I  am  withering  on  my  flalk.  He  is 
alarmed  at  my  unpleafant  feelings,  as  I  am  at  his 
growing  thin.  In  this  way  do  we  make  one  another 
uneafy.  Content,  and  permiffion  to  eat  fl:rav,/berries, 
which  Linnaeus  deems  fo  faluhrious,  and  which,  with- 
out being  of  a  wonderful  quality  in  this  country,  are 
here,  as  well  as  every  where  elfe,  in  my  opinion,  the 
moft  agreeable  fruits,  becaufe  they  pleafe  the  fmell 
and  the  tafte  alike;  an  advantage  that  many  others 
cannot  boaft  of*. 

It  feems  to  me  that  you  were  obliged  to  (hut 
your  eyes  while  confulting  the  Abbe.    But  tell  me 
Do  thofe  of  his  fifter  make  war  on  you  in 

*  Something  is  wanting  to  complete  this  fentence, 
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good  earned?  Have  a  care  of  the  winged  boy,  who 
ftrikes  and  efcapes  like  an  aflaffin !  Adieu! — Health 
and  joy  attend  you, 

May 

THERE  was  fo  much  agreeable  chit-chat  in  your 
laft,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  we  had  you  fitting 
by  our  fide.  I  admire  you  for  placing  to  the  account 
of  coldnefs  what  would  feem  to  be  the  fruit  of  wif- 
dom;  for  furely  it  is  the  higheft:  property  of  it  to  fee 
no  more  than  what  is  vlfible,  and  to  keep  reality  clear 
of  all  iliufions;  the  circumftance  that  carried  you 
to  that  height  fignifies  little — fo  much  the  better,  if, 
in  order  to  reach  ir,  you  had  no  occafion  for  efforts 
and  trials  :  your  mind  has  received  no  fliock,  and  your 
energy  has  not  been  wafted.  Whatever  courfe  we 
purfue,  we  may  go  a  great  length,  provided  imagina- 
tion does  not  come  acrofs  our  v/ay,  but  remains  fjbor- 
dinate  to  reafon. 

M.  de  Vin  told  us  fomething  about  the  parliament- 
ary fatires.  It  muft  be  confefled  that  Paris  is  a  cu- 
rious place  :  puns  and  pamphlets  are  there  the  refult 
or  the  caufe  of  the  moft  ferious  affairs ;  and  good  and 
evil  are  turned  into  ridicule  alike,  as  fome  kind  of  con- 
folation  for  the  exiflence  of  the  one,  and  the  impofli- 
bility  of  the  other. 

You  would  no  longer  then  make  one  in  a  game 
at  prifon«bars  ?  But  if  a  Sophy  were  to  be  the  prize 
of  contention  in  the  race,  could  vou  not  find  legs 
as  good  as  thofe  of  Emt'le  ?  I  am  not  at  all  forry  for 
the  rain  which  made  you  leave  off  bot^izing,  and 
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take  up  your  pen;  but  I  wifh  you  would  avail  youf-^ 
fclf  of  the  prefent  fine  weather,  and  fet  off  on  an- 
other excurfion.  It  is  in  my  opinion  one  of  the  moft 
charming  occupations  poffible:  it  calls  forth  the  ac- 
tivity of  youth  5  favours  the  reveries  of  the  penfive 
mind;  enables  us  to  enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of  the 
country,  and  all  the  agreeable  ideas  it  infpires ;  and 
affords  gratification  alike  to  tender  melancholy,  and 
to  fportive  gaiety.  We  ftrolled  yefterday  along  the 
ditches  of  the  city,  and  found  a  few  plants;  but  I 
am  as  yet  fo  unikilful ;  I  have  fo  little  time  to  rub 
away  the  ruft  of  ignorance ;  and  the  neceflity  of  con- 
fulting  books  which  are  not  portable,  and  which  I 
have  little  leifure  to  turn  over  at  home,  occurs  fo 
often,  that  I  fhould  be  out  of  all  patience  if  my  tafte 
for  the  ftudy  did  not  overcome  the  difguft  occafioned 
by  my  miftakes, 

Sallly,  near  Corbie. 
I  DO  not  know  v/hat  is  the  day  of  the  month :  all 
I  can  tell  you  is,  that  we  are  in  the  month  of  June, 
that  yefterday  was  a  holyday,  and  that,  according 
to  our  reckoning  here,  it  is  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. On  Sunday  I  had  a  vifit  from  my  good  man, 
who  left  me  again  yefterday  evening.  I  pafled  a 
very  bad  night,  and  was  fo  ill  this  morning,  that  I 
could  not  write  to  you,  although  it  was  very  much  my 
intention.  I  do  not  give  you  this  fucceftion  of  events 
as  neceflarily  refulting  from  one  another;  but  I  relate 
things  fairly  and  honeftly  as  they  are.  Your  letters 
were  communicated  to  me,  becaufe  we  number  the 
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receipt  of  them  among  our  enjoyments,  and  bc- 
caufe  we  cannot  tafte  any  pkafure  without  {hiring 
it  between  us.  I  have  nothing  to  fend  you  in  return 
for  your  news:  I  do  not  trouble  my  head  about 
politics  I  am  no  longer  in  the  way  of  picking  up  any 
of  another  kind,  and  can  only  entertain  you  with  an 
account  of  the  dogs  that  wake  me,  of  the  birds  that 
confole  me  for  not  being  able  to  get  to  fleep  again,  of 
the  cherry-trees  that  are  oppofite  my  windows,  and 
of  the  heifers  that  graze  before  the  door. 

1  refide  under"  the  roof  of  a  woman,  whom  the  want 
of  fomc  object  on  which  I  might  fix  my  afFeftions, 
made  me  diftinguifli,  when  at  eleven  years  of  age,  I 
w^as  in  a  convent,  with  forty  other  girls,  who  thought 
of  nothing  but  romping,  to  difpel  the  gloom  of  the 
cloiuer.  I  was  devout,  like  Madam  Guyon  in  day^ 
of  yore^  I  attached  myfelf  to  a  companion,  who  was 
a  little  myftical  alfo ;  and  our  frlendfliip  was  fed  by 
the  fame  fenfibility  that  made  us  love  God  Almighty 
to  diftraftion.  That  com.panion,  after  her  return  to  her 
own  country,  made  me  acquainted  with  M.  Roland, 
by  intruding  him  with  the  delivery  of  her  letters. 
Judge  w^hether  what  has  followed  ought  not  to  make 
me  love  and  cheriih  the  accidental  caufe  which  gave 
it  birth. 

This  friend,  in  Ihort,  is  lately  married ;  and  I  had 
fome  fhare  in  inducing  her  fo  to  do.  I  am  now  vifit- 
ing  her  in  the  country,  which  I  have  often  reprcfented 
to  her  as  the  abode  beft  fuited  to  a  virtuous  mind. 
I  walk  over  her  eltate ;  1  count  her  poultry ;  we  ga- 
ther the  fruit  her  garden  produces  3  and  ara  of  opinion 
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that  all  this  is  well  worth  the  gravity  with  which 
fafliionable  folks  fit  round  the  card-table;  the  import- 
ant bufinefs  of  dreffing,  in  which  it  is  neceffary  to  pafs 
half  the  day,  in  order  to  fptnd  the  reft  in  tirefome 
company;  the  prittle-prattle  of  petit-maitres,  &c.  Sec, 
But  notwithftanding  all  this,  I  feel  a  longing  defire 
to  return  to  Amiens,  becaufe  only  one  half  of.  me  is 
here  ;  my  friend  forgives  me,  becaufe  her  huft>and 
being  abfent,  flie  is  the  better  able  to  judge  of  my  priva- 
tions by  her  own ;  and  although  we  find  it  very  com- 
fortable to  condole  with  one  another,  we  are  per- 
feftly  of  opinion,  that  to  be  at  a  diftance  from  the 
dovecot,  or  to  be  there  alone,  is  a  very  miferable 
thing.  I  am,  neverthelefs,  to  pafs  the  whole  of  next 
■week  here :  I  do  not  know  whether  my  health  will 
be  as  much  benefited  by  it,  as  my  good  man  was  in- 
clined to  hope.  I  have,  however,  laid  all  ftudy  afide 
for  th.efe  three  days,  without  feeling  yet  any  wonderful 
advantage.  I  was  pretty  well  fatisfied  with  the  looks 
of  our  friend:  I  dread  his  clofet,  as  I  dread  fire;  and 
the  week  I  have  yet  to  pafs  here,  feems  an  eternity,  on 
account  of  the  mifchief  he  may  do  himfelf  in  the  mean 
time. 

Mufl:  I  not  have  great  confidence  in  your  indul- 
gence, to  entertain  you  with  fuch  ruftic  prate?  I 
expeft  you,  however,  not  to  be  obliged  to  me  for 
it,  but  to  take  it  as  an  a6t  of  friendihip  perfeftly  fin-^ 
cere,  and  perfeflly  free  from  vanity,  1  am  very 
heavy;  and  notwithftanding  my  tafte  for  every  thing' 
about  me,  my  fondnefs  for  rural  details,  and  thofe 
foft  emotions,  which  the  fight  of  nature  in  her  fimplc 

ftate 


(   93  ) 

ftate  never  fails  to  excite  in  my  bofom,  I  feel  my 
faculties  benumbed,  and  my  mind  in  a  ftate  of  ftupc- 
fa6tion. 

I  have  brought  plants  home  with  me  from  all 
my  walks ,  and  have  found  out  what  feveral  of 
them  are :  the  reft  got  dry  before  Murray  could 
help  me  to  form  a  judgment  of  them.  In  the  mean 
time  day  fuccee'ds  to  day,  without  reftoring  me  my 
animation.  Women,  however^  are  as  changeable 
in  their  phyfical  temperature,  as  the  air  they  brcathci 
I  write  according  to  the  impulfe  of  the  moment ; 
and  it  is  not  impofTible  that  this  letter  would  have 
been  lively  and  gay,  if  I  had  poftponed  it  till  to- 
morrow. 

Farewell,  and  remember  your  friends,  I  include 
a  friend  of  mine  in  the  number,  becaufe  all  our  affec- 
tions are  in  common,  and  becaufe  you  are  one  of  the 
objects  on  \yhich  we  have  the  greateft  pleafure  in  fixing 
them. 

Amiens,  July  29, 
IT  is  enough  that  you  lay  down  your  arms:  I 
do  not  require  you  to  give  them  up :  I  will  not  fuffer 
any  one  to  impofe  laws  upon  me ;  nor  do  I  wifh  to 
domineer.  You  were  not  miftaken  as  to  the  preten- 
fions  of  your  fex,  I  will  even  fay  as  to  their  rights  ; 
but"  you  were  much  miftaken  in  the  way  you  took 
to  defend  them.  Neither  did  you  lay  them  open 
to  my  attacks;  for  it  is  not  my  intention  to  attack 
any  one  of  them:  you  forgot  the  mode^  that  was  all. 
What  elfe  is  the  deference,   the  refpeu:  paid  by 

your 


(    94  ) 

your  fex  to  mme,  but  the  indulgence  fhewn  by 
powerful  magnanimity  to  the  weak  whom  it  pro- 
ted.s,  and  to  whom  it  does  honour  at  the  fame  time? 
When  you  aflume  the  tone  of  a  mafter,  you  make 
us  immediately  think  that  we  are  able  to  refill:  you, 
and  perhaps  to  do  more,  notvvithflanding  all  your 
ftrength.  (The  invulnerable  Achilles  was  not  in- 
vulnerable every  w^here.)  Do  you  pay  us  homage? 
It  is  Alexander  treating  his  prifoners,  who  are  not 
ignorant  of  their  dependence,  with  the  refpeft  due 
to  queens.  In  this  fingle  particular,  perhaps,  our 
civilization  goes  hand  in  hand  with  nature;  the 
laws  place  us  in  a  ftate  of  almoft  conftant  fubje£tion ; 
while  cuftom  grants  us  all  the  little  honours  of  fociety : 
we  are  nothing  in  effefl: ;  in  appearance  we  are  every 
thing. 

Do  not  then  any  longer  imagine  that  I  form  a 
falfe  eilimate  of  what  zve  have  a  right  to  require, 
or  of  what  it  becomes  you  to  claim.  I  believe  I 
w^ill  not  il:y  more  than  any  woman,  but  as  much 
as  any  man,  in  the  fuperiority  of  your  fex.  In  the 
firft  place  you  have  firength,  with  all  the  advantages 
that  belong  to  it,,  and  all  that  it  confers ;  courage, 
perfeverance,  entenfive  views,  and  great  talents: 
it  belongs  to  you  to  make  political  laws,  as  well  as 
fcientific  difcoveries.  Govern  the  wwld;  change  the, 
furface  of  the  globe ;  be  magnanimous,  terrible, 
Ikilful,  and  learned:  you  are  all  this  without  our 
aflifbance ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  makes  you  cur  mailers. 
But  without  us  you  would  be  neither  virtuous,  nor 
kind,  nor  amiable,  nor  happy:  keep  then  to  your- 
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fclves  glory  and  authority  of  every  kind  ^  we  nei- 
ther have  nor  define  any  empire  but  over  manners, 
nor  any  throne  but  in  your  hearts.  Further  than 
this  I  fliall  never  extend  my  claims.  I  am  fometimcs 
forry  to  fee  women  contend  with  you  for  certain  pri- 
vileges which  become  them  fo  ill :  there  is  not  one 
of  thofe  privileges,  even  to  the  title  of  author,  that 
does  not  feem  to  me  ridiculous  in  female  hands. 
Great  as  their  powers  may  be  in  certain  refpefts,  it  is 
not  to  the  public  that  their  talents  or  their  knowledge 
ought  to  be  exhibited. 

To  make  a  fmgle  perfon  happy,  and  to  bind  a 
number  together  by  the  charms  of  friendOiip,  and 
by  winning  ways,  is,  in  my  mind,  the  moft  enviable 
deftiny  that  can  be  conceived.  Let  us  have  no 
more  contention,  no  more  war:  let  us  live  in  peace. 
Only  recolle6t,  that  to  keep  the  high  ground  you 
Hand  upon,  in  relation  to  womankind,  you  muft 
be  cautious  of  making  them  feel  your  fuperiority. 
The  war  in  which  I  have  engaged  you  for  the  fake 
of  amufement,  and  w^ith  all  the  freedom  of  an  old 
acquaintance,  would  be  carried  on  in  a  more  ferl- 
ous  manner  by  an  artful  coquet;  nor  would  you 
leave  the  field  without  a  wound.  Proteft  always, 
that  you  may  only  fubmit  when  you  pleafe ;  that  is 
the  fecret  of  your  fcx.  But  what  a  pretty  fimple- 
ton  am  I  to  be  telling  you  this,  and  all  the  reft  of 
it,  which  you  know  fo  much  better  than  I  do!  You 
wi'hed  to  make  me  prattle;  well!  we  are  even. 
Adieu  I 
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May  25,  1784. 

I  CHARGE  you  with  'a  commlffion,  which  yoa 
will  naturally  fuppofe  to  be  an  aft  of  charity,  that 
requires  your  co-operation.  The  matter  in  queftion 
is,  to  take  the  inclofed  ticket  to  the  Mont  de-Piete^^ 
to  pay  the  needful,  and  to  take  out  the  efFccls:  you 
will  afterwards  put  the  faid  effeSts  into  the  parcel 
wnth  our  books  and  other  things,  fo  that  they  may 
be  delivered  without  farther  expei.ce. 

Your  going  to  take  petticoats  out  -of  the  Mont- 
de-Piete  is  dn  excellent  joke;  but,  all  joking  apart, 
you  feeni  to  be.  come  to  a  critical  moment,  and  to 
be  much  occupied  in  taking  a  final  refolution.  It 
is  an  age  fince  you  wrote  to  us;  an:'  I  am  going  to 
fend  to  the  poft-office  befor*:^  I  clofe  my  letter,  to 
fee  if  you  have  as  yet  given  any  figns  of  life. 

Our  friend  is  in  an  indifferent  ftate  of  health,  by 
no  means  a  pleafant  one :  a  fvvelled  face,  a  pain 
in  his  limbs,  flnvering  fits;  mere  trifles,  in  fliort. 
Eudora  is  well ;  but  has  not  recovered  the  brilliant 
complexion  of  perfeft  health.  Have  you  heard  any 
thing  lately  of  our  friend  Lanthenas  ?  I  know  he  has 
been  in  the  country  fome  time.  Adieu  ! — Ere  this  you 
will  have  received  our  liule  matters.  Our  beft  wiflies 
attend  you. 

June  7. 

IT  is  long,  my  worthy  friend,  fince  I  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  converfing  with  you  through  the  medium  of 

■*  A  public  eftabliftiment  at  Paris,  which  lends  money  upon  pledges 
at  very  low  intercft.  Tranf, 
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the  poft  ;  but  I  have  fo  much  to  do,  and  fo  much  reft  to 
take,  that  I  begin  a  thoufand  things  without  finifhing 
one.  The  days  paffed  at  Crefpy  were  completely 
filled  up  by  friendfliip,  in  the  firft  place,  and  af- 
terward by  vifiting,  and  excurfions  in  the  country. 
Of  our  excurfions,  that  to  Ermenonville  was  not  the 
Icaft  interefting :  much  taken  up  with  you,  and  with 
the  things  to  be  feen,  we  enjoyed  the  latter,  while 
regretting  the  want  of  your  company.  The  place 
in  itfelf,  the  valley  in  which  Ermenonville  is  ficuated, 
is  the  moft  miferable  thing  in  the  world  fand  on 
the  high  grounds,  a  morafs  below  ;  black  and  maddy 
water  ;  no  profpe6t ;  not  a  fmgle  view  from  tlie  fields 
of  any  thing  like  a  rich  and  cultivated  country ;  woods 
in  which  you  are  in  a  manner  buried  j  and  low  marfliy 
meadows:  fuch  is  the  nature  of  the  place.  But  art 
has  condufted,  diftributed,  and  confined,  the  water, 
and  cut  avenues  through  the  woods :  and  from  both 
there  refult  a  melancholy  and  affefting  fcene,  pleafing 
points  of  view,  and  parts  highly  pidiirefquc.  The 
ifland  of  poplars,  in  the  midft  of  a  noble  piece  of 
water,  furrounded  with  trees,  is  the  moft  agreeable 
and  moft  incerefting  fpot  in  all  Ermenonville,  indepen- 
dently even  of  the  objeft  that  has  fo  much  attraction 
for  feeling  hearts  and  penfive  minds.  The  entrance 
into  the  wood,  the  manner  in  which  the  caftle  offers 
itfelf  to  the  eye,  and  the  laying  out  of  the  water  in 
front  of  it,  compofe  the  next  piece  of  fcenery  by 
which  I  was  moft  forcibly  ftruck.  I  was  pleafed  to 
find  infcriptions  engraved  on  ftones  fcattered  here  and 
there  i  but  the  ruins,  and  edifices  erefled  in  a  variety 
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of  places,  have,  in  general,  the  defe£l  with  which  I  re- 
proach almoft  all  thofe  imitations  in  the  Englifli 
gardens:  it  is  that  of  being  conftru6lcd  on  too  fmall 
a  fcale,  by  which  means  the  allufion  is  deftroyed, 
and  tliey  produce  an  effe6l  that  borders  on  the  ridi- 
culous. Ermenonville,  in  fliort,  does  not  difplay 
thofe  fplendid  beauties  that  aftonifli  the  traveller; 
but  I  think  it  muft  pleafe  the  inhabitant  who  fre- 
quents it  every  day.  If  Jean-Jaques^  however,  had 
not  given  it  celebrity,  I  doubt  whether  any  one  would 
have  gone  out  of  his  way  to  pay  it  a  vifit.  We 
went  into  the  mailer's  room,  which  is  no  longer  in- 
habited, and  in  which  Roufleau  muft  have  been  very 
badly  lodged,  or  rather  buried  alive,  without  either 
air  or  pjofpedt.  He  is  now  more  handfomely  ac- 
commodated than  he  ever  was  while  in  exiftence. 
IJe  was  not  fit  to  live  in  this  unworthy  world. 

It  would  be  a  tedious  ftory  if  I  were  to  tell  you 
all  I  have  experienced  from  my  leaving  Paris  to  my 
arrival  here.  Poor  Eudora  did  not  remember  her 
afflifted  mother,  who  expefted  to  be  forgotten,  and 
who  wept,  neverthelefs,  like  a  child  on  finding  it  the 
cafe.  Alas!  faid  I  to  myfelF,  I  am  like  the  mothers 
who  do  not  fuckle  their  children.  I  have  deferved, 
however,  more  than  they,  and  yet  I  am  no  better  off. 
The  fufpenfion  of  the  habit  of  feeing  me,  has  broken 
that  of  affeflion,  by  which  this  little  creature  was 

attached  to  me  Whenever  I  think  of  it,  my  heart 

is  ready  to  burft.  My  child,  however,  has  refumed 
her  cuftomary  manners,  and  carcfles  me  as  before ; 
but  I  dare  no  longer  believe  in  the  feiltiment,  from 

which 
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which  thofe  carcfles  derived  their  value.  I  wifli  flic 
were  ftill  in  want  of  milk,  and  that  I  had  milk  to 
give  her. 

Do  you,  whom  we  count  among  the  dcarefl  of  our 
friends,  remember  thofe  whom  you  are  no  longer  in 
the  habit  of  feeing  ?  Adieu  ! — I  muft  conclude  :  we 
falute  you  affeSionately. 

June  9. 

I  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  kind  epiflle, 
the  letters-patent,  and  the  accompaniment.  It  was 
already  my  intention  to  write  to  you ;  thefe  matters 
add  to  w^hat  I  had  to  fay ;  and  I  know  no  longer 
w^here  to  begin.  Our  friend  receives  proof-flieets ; 
we  have  abundance  of  letters  to  anfw^er,  and  to  write  ; 
I  did  not  rife  till  near  ten  o'clock,  becaufe  I  had  paffcd 
a  bad  nighty  our  good  brother  *  Lanthenas  is  come ^ 
and  M.  Roland's  fucceffor  is  here  to  receive  his  in- 
ilrudions :  we  are  all,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  in  a  great 
buftle,  and  our  time  is  very  much  engaged.  Obliged 
to  attend  to  buiinefs  himfelf,  in  preference  to  epifto- 
]ary  chit-chat,  however  agreeable  it  may  be,  our  friend 
defires  me  to  afiure  you,  that  he  will  fliortly  fend  an 
anfwer  to  the  academy,  to  which  you  have  juft  had 
the  kindnefs  to  make  him  know^n.  At  the  fame  time 
that  he  tranfmits  you  his  letters,  he  will  inform  you 
w^here  you  may  get  copies  of  his  w^orks,  in  order  to 
prefent  them  to  that  learned  body.  In  charging  you 
with  a  commiffion,  I  forgot  to  fay  any  thing  of  the 

*  Brother  was  the  ufual  appellation  by  which  Madam  Roland 
diftinguifhed  Lamhenas,  as  appears  by  the  preceding  memoirs. 
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money  requifite  for  its  execution :  in  a  few  days,  how^ 
ever,  a  perfon  will  fet  off  from  hence,  who  will  reim- 
burfe  you  all  you  advance.  Another  thing,  affuredly, 
highly  interefting.  You  introduced  me  to  the  ac- 
quaintance of  M.  BroufTonnet ;  and  I  recolleft  per- 
fectly what  you  told  me,  and  what  I  faw,  of  his 
t]nafFc(5led  learning,  of  his  politenefs,  and  of  that  ame- 
nity which  is  fo  (Irong  a  charafteriffic  of  thofe  whofe 
manners  are  foftened  by  the  cultivation  of  their  minds  j 
nor  do  I  forget  your  encouraging  me  to  hope  that 
from  him  we  might  procure  letters  of  recommendation 
for  England.  In  that  refpeft  I  folicit  the  interference 
of  your  friendfiiip,  and  truft  to  it  to  plead  my  caufe 
with  M.  BrouiTonnet,  on  whom  I  cannot  myfelf  have 
any  particular  claim,  I  afk,  how^ever,  for  thefe 
letters  with  a  confidence,  which  I  fliould  not  have 
ventured  to  affume,  had  we  been  going  to  undertake 
the  journey  without  having  M.  Roland  in  our  com- 
pany :  in  that  cafe,  I  fliould  have  been  perfedlly 
fenfible,  that  not  one  of  the  party,  and  myfelf  lefs 
than  any,  would  have  been  properly  qualified  to 
cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  the  fcientific  people  to 
whom  M.  BroulTonnet  can  introduce  us.  In  a  laft- 
ing  connexion,  we  may  fometimes  hope  to  make 
good  humour  and  taile  (land  in  the  ftead  of  learning, 
even  with  the  learned  themfelves ;  but  when  we 
only  fee  them  en  pajfam^  it  is  necefTary  to  be  able  to 
pay  them  in  their  own  coin.  Now,  as  you-  know 
our  ftCLirity,  I  have  nothing  m.ore  to  fay,  unlefs  to 
beg  you  \^ill  recall  me  to  the  recolledtion  of  your 

friend. 
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friend,  by  faying  a  thoufand  handfome  things  in  n*!y 
name.  We  are  making  preparations  for  a  fpeedy  de- 
parture;  time  runs  like  a  tincf;  the  time  :or  us  to 
ftart  alfo  is  very  near;  a  thoufand  things  come  prcfling 
on  us  together;  and  ahhough  I  am  in  tlie  midfi  ol 
my  own  houfe,  and  of  my  own  family,  I  am  only  ovi 
a  halt,  or  like  a  fox-hunter  at  the  place  of  turning 
out. 

I  am  doing  my  duty,  and  executing  your  cora- 
milhon  ;  the  kifs  on  my  own  account  is  given  foftly 
on  the  lips,  the  place  referved  for  the  friend  of  our 
heart:  yours  I  give,  where  I  fhould  have  received 
it,  upon  the  cheek ;  but  very  affedionately  not- 
withftanding.  Sentiment  accompanies  them  both, 
^'jci/a  la  rejfemblance* :  yours  has  all  the  livelinefs 
of  hearty  friendfliip;  mine  the  infmuating  foftnefs 
of  a  more  intimate  union,  voila  la  difference :  to  make 
ufe  of  the  words  of  the  fong,  and  all  for  your  more 
perfeft  information,  and  in  compliance  with  your 
rcqueft. 

I  am  not  at  all  like  Eudora ;  your  dear  little 
fifter  has  taken  a  place  in  my  remembrance,  and  in 
my  heart,  whence  nobody  can  diflodge  her.  Let 
me  know  how  (he  is,  and  give  her  a  kifs  on  my 
account.  Our  friend  Lanthenas  has  fo  many  kind 
things  to  fay  to  you,  and  the  other  friend,  and  I  fo 
many  more,  that  1  know  not  how  to  exprefs  them 

*  Foila  la  rejfemblance,  and  'voUa  la  difference  (that  is  the  refera- 
blance,  and  that  is  the  difference),  were  alternately  the  burden  of  a 
French  fong,  in  a  comic  opera,  much  in  vogue  when  this  letter  was 
written.— '7"r<»«/. 
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all :  I  am  almoft  choking  with  ihem,  like  Monlieur 
Sage. 

Adieu  !  my  good  friend ;  our  kindeft  wiflies  attend 
you ! 

June  17. 

I  RECEIVED  your  moving  and  melancholy  epiflle 
yeflerday,  without  having  it  in  my  power  to  anfwer  it 
immediately.    My  brother-in-law  was  juft  gone  by 
with  two  friends,  who  could  not  delay  their  journey 
to  London,  where  we  fliall  probably  be  in  time  to 
overtake  them  ;  my  good  man  was  fetting  off  himfelf, 
with  his  fucceffor,  to  make  the  circuit  of  the  depart- 
ment ;    and  I  remained  at  home  with  the  bachelor, 
and  all  the  bufile  of  a  great  wafli,  a  thing  of  no  fmall 
importance  in  country  houfe-keeping.     I  did  not 
think  our  friend  had  left  you  in  doubt  as  to  the  def- 
tination  of  the  copies:  there  is  a  complete  one  of  all 
his  works  for  the  academy ;  another  of  his  letters 
only  for  the  Count  de  Saluces  ;  and  a  third,  I  believe, 
of  thofe  letters  alfo  for  M.  Lamanon.    I  have  inquired 
and  endeavoured  to  find  out,  to  no   purpofe  yet, 
whether  there  be  any  uncommon  kinds  of  fifh  in  our 
rivers  and  pools :  the  people  of  this  country  poflefs 
no  more  fcience  in  that  refpedl  than  their  cooks ; 
and  although  I  intend  to  make  farther  refearches,  I  have 
no  hopes  of  furnifliing  any  thing  for  your  friend's 
Ichthyology.    He  will  have  the  goodnefs  not  to  make 
the  information  we  fend  him  a  ftandard  for  the  length 
of  his  letters. 

The  painter  and  his  miflrefs  who  have  fet  every 
body  talking  about  the  pleafures  they  have  enjoyed  5 
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the  Marquis  d'Arlandes,  who  alfo  publiflics  without 
referve  his  pretenfions  and  his  forrovv ;  all  that  mul- 
titude of  people,  in  fliort,  who  are  oblirred  to  fay 
they  are  happy,  in  order  to  be  fo,  appear  to  nic  very 
ynworthy  of  fuccefs  in  their  amours,  and  very  inca- 
pable of  relifliing  the  pleafurcs  of  love ;  much  good 
may  it  do  them!  I  neither  envy  nor  eilcem  their  mode 
of  proceeding. 

But  tell  me,  my  friend,  where  is  your  reafon  and 
your  philofophy  ?  How  can  you  fee  a  fituarion  in 
which  your  amiable  filler  may  find  fo  many  means 
of  becoming  more  amiable  flill,  in  fo  gloomy  a  point 
of  view  ?  If  flie  enjoy  the  income  which  you  expefled 
to  be  able  to  fecure  to  her,  flie  will  not  lofe  the  hope 
of  a  fuitable  match,  and  may  wait  for  it  in  comfort. 
I  confefs  to  you,  that  the  non  igjiara  mali  makes  me, 
on  the  contrary,  look  on  the  fituation  in  quefiion 
as  advantageous^  and  that  is  the  way  in  which  I 
fliould  fpeak  of  it  to  the  dear  little  girl,  now  that 
the  forrow  of  the  firfV  moment  muft  be  fomewhat 
difpelled.  But,  alas !  the  fenfation  occafioned  by 
our  own  loffes,  is  an  evil  which  a  third  perfon  can 
never  eftimate ;  nor  is  it  always  by  the  nature  of 
grief,  that  we  ought  to  calculate  its  amount !  Re- 
member, my  good  friend,  thofe  who  love  you,  who 
fhare  in  all  you  fuffer,  who  would  wifh  to  alleviate 
it,  and  who  bear  your  image  impreffed  on  their 
hearts. 

Adieu! — I  take  leave  of  you  to  attend  to  the  little 
matters  that  call  for  my  care,  and  beg  you  to  believe 

H  4  in 
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In  the  truth  of  my  affcflion.  My  brother*  defires  to 
be  remembered  to  you  moft  kindly. 

You  will  fee  what  is  the  deftination  of  the  parcel 
that  accompanies  this,  and  will  have  the  goodnefs  to 
forward  it  accordingly.  I  bid  you  once  more  farewell, 
without  ceafing  to  be  with  you  in  heart  and  fpirit. 

June  24. 

YES,  we  love  youftill;  and  I  am  confident  (hall 
always  love  ynu  :  you  muft  undergo  a  great  change 
indeed  for  it  to  be  otherwife;  and  you  are  not  made 
of  ftuff  likely  to  diminiOi  in  value.  Receive  then, 
my  good  friend,  thefe  fmcere  profeffions,  of  which 
I  know  very  Vv^ell  you  do  not  ftand  in  need,  and 
which  I  only  make  for  the  pleafure  of  repeating  them. 
We  undertake  your  commiffion  wnth  great  pleafure, 
and  fhall  execute  it  in  the  befl  way  we  are  able.  Try 
then  and  find  out  fome  means  of  forwarding  the  mufic 
that  M.  Parault  is  defirous  of  fending  to  London. 
I  ihould  be  very  happy  to  execute  any  commiliion 
for  him  alfo:  tell  him  fo  in  my  name,  and  aflure  him 
of  my  refpefl:  and  good  wifhes  until  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  fo  in  perfon.  You  would  oblige 
us  much  by  finding  out  and  letting  us  know  what 
the  Genera  Plantarim,  and  the  Philofophia  Botanica 
of  Linnaeus,  coft  bound  and  new.  We  bought  them, 
but  have  forgotten  the  price,  and  are  now  about  to 
fpare  them  to  M.  d'Eu,  who  wants  them.  We 
lhall  buy  them  again  in  our  way  through  Paris,  and 

*  Lanthenas. 
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lhall  take  them  with  us.  I  believe  I  have  already  fent 
you  word  that  Achates  fet  off  on  Tuefday  :  my  good 
ifian  is  going  on  Saturday  to  finifli  his  excurlion  on  the 
coaft  of  Calefis*,  and  I  am  to  take  my  departure 
on  the  Thurfday  following.  We  are  all,  as  you  fee, 
on  the  wing,  and  are  only  held  to  Amiens  by  a  fmgle 
thread.  But  Eudora  will  ftiil  remain  in  this  fame 
Amiens;  and-  Heaven  knows  how  dear  it  will  be 
to  me  as  long  as  it  is  my  little  girl's  abode !  How 
does  your  good  fifter  go  on  ?  How  is  her  health, 
her  dipofition  of  mind,  and  her  habitation?  Say 
every  thing  to  her  in  my  name,  that  you  can  con- 
ceive of  my  feelings,  and  that  I  cannot  exprefs. 
My  beft  and  mod  affectionate  wiflies  attend  you. 

June  28. 

WHY  now,  would  not  any  one  fuppofe  that  it  is 
you  who  are  fetting  off,  by  your  declaring  that  you 
will  not  write  till  the  journey  is  over?  If  I  had  time, 
I  would  make  you  change  your  note  ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, it  is  alfo  the  lafl  time  I  fhall  write  to  you 
before  I  go.  I  am  alw^ays  doing  fomeching,  and  al- 
ways find  fomething  to  be  done ;  the  hours  fly  ;  that 
of  our  departure  will  foon  ftrike ;  and  then,  adieu,  good 
night  to  you ! 

I  have  already  heard  feveral  times  from  Achates, 
whom  contrary  winds  forced  to  make  fome  little 
ftay  at  Boulogne,  whence  he  did  not  fet  fail  till  yef- 
terday.  I  do  not  fend  you  the  famous  differtations, 
of  a  girl  of  twenty,  on  the  underftanding :  I  Ihould 

*  The  diftrift  round  Calais. 
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be  obliged  to  look  for  them  among  a  heap  of  dufty 
old  papers,  and  have  not  time;  but  when  I  leave 
this  country,  I  promife  to  pack  up  a  few  clothes  with 
the  trafh  in  queftion,  which  you  fliall  afterwards  fee 
in  my  way  through  Paris,  if  you  ftill  remain  in  the 
fame  mind.  That  is  all  I  can  do  for  the  honour 
of  my  word ;  but  as  I  perceive  it  is  no  joke  to  give  it 
you,  I  promife  nothing  as  to  the  journal.  I  would 
rather  you  fliould  owe  the  obligation  to  my  com- 
plaifance,  provided  I  fhould  have  modefty  enough  to 
fhew  you  my  fcrawl:  this  is  pretty  plain,  I  take  it! 
I  am  called;  I  am  in  halle:  and  embrace  you  affec- 
tionately. 

Auguft  7. 

WHY,  truly,  you  have  a  very  lively  imagination, 
and  draw  moft  terrible  conclufions.  You  did  not 
figure  to  yourfelf  travellers  arriving  only  to  fet  off 
again,  in  the  midft  of  a  thoufand  embarraffments, 
writing  in  hafte,  and  faying  but  a  fingle  word,  though 
their  hearts  di£tated  a  hundred  affeflionate  things. 
We  had  agreed  that  I  fhould  write  to  you  to-mor- 
row morning,  for  we  devote  the  afternoons  to 
packing  up;  and  certainly  you  will  never  devine 
for  what  reafon  I  have  taken  up  the  pen  at  this  mo- 
ment. I  will  tell  you  at  the  end  of  my  letter,  and  in 
the  mean  time  will  give  you  an  account  of  your 
commiffions. 

Dollond,  the  mofl  celebrated  optician  in  London, 
fpeaks  French  nearly  as  well  as  I  fpeak  Englifli ;  but 
we  went  to  his  {hop  with  Monfieur  Dezach,  and  I 
not  only  explained  your  intentions,  but  communicated 
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to  him  your  own  words  concerning  the  diameter, 
the  focus,  and  tlie  magnifying  power  of  the  Isns. 
Dollond  replied,  that  it  was  very  diliicult  to  com- 
bine thofe  proportions  with  the  efFeft  required; 
that  he  had  nothing  of  the  kind  ready  made,  but 
that  he  would  do  it  in  the  beft  way  he  was  able.  It 
took  him  feveral  days,  at  the  end  of  which  he  gave 
us  your  magnifier,  as  the  refalt  of  his  labour,  to 
guide  him  in  which^  the  properties  required  had 
been  left  with  him  in  Englifli.  I  fend  you  thefe 
particulars,  not  with  a  view  of  proving  that  I  have 
done  mv  beft,  for  that  I  am  fure  vou  will  not 
doubt ;  but  to  confole  you  for  what  is,  by  the  im- 
polTibility  of  its  being  otherwifc.  On  the  other 
hand,  1  have  to  inform  you,  for  your  fatisfa6lion, 
that  Eudora  knew  us  on  our  return,  although  Ihe 
was  in  bed^  and  though  we  appeared  to  her  as  it  in 
a  dream.  She  kifTed  me  with  a  kind  of  gravity 
mixed  with  affeclion ;  and  then  uttered  a  faint  cry 
of  furprife  and  joy  on  perceiving  her  father.  She 
had  been  in  great  health,  and  had  not  met  with  the 
fmallell  accident  during  our  abfence  ;  but  next  morn- 
ing, while  running  about,  flie  fell,  and  rolled  down 
flairs  in  fuch  a  way  that  I  thought  her  dead,  and 
was  little  better  myfelf.  I  found  at  laft  that  fhe 
was  not  at  all  hurt,  and  foon  got  the  better  of  my 
fright.  In  the  mean  time  our  friend,  for  whom  the 
journey  had  done  wonders,  found  himfelf  much  fa- 
tigued on  his  return,  and  has  fince  been  tormented 
by  an  unfortunate  tumour,  which  has  made  me  very 
unhappy.    To-morrow  I  mean  to  make  him  take 
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phyfic,  with  ptifans,  according  to  the  old  prefcrip- 
tions.  I  never  think  of  him  who  gave  them  to  us, 
of  the  necefhty  of  recurring  to  them,  of  my  friend, 
of  you,  and  of  all  the  circumftances  this  brings 
to  mind,  without  being  much  affcfted.  Another 
perhaps  would  be  filent  on  the  fubjed,  for  fear  of 
affefting  you  alfo ;  but  1  feel  I  partake  too  much 
of  what  my  friends  fufFer,  not  to  make  them  par- 
takers in  all  that  concerns  me,  efpecially  in  things 
that  are  almoll  reciprocal. 

By  way  of  changing  the  theme  for  fomething 
more  agreeable,  I  muft  tell  you  that,  while  making 
our  arrangements,  and  packing  up,  a  Chevalier 
defired  to  fpeak  with  me.  He  was  come  to  fee 
the  houfe,  and,  according  to  military  ufage,  took 
the  opportunity  of  paying  his  refpefts  to  the  mif- 
trefs  of  it.  He  is  a «  good  kind  of  man;  but  his 
compliments,  and  all  the  infipid  things  which  fuch 
people  call  gallantry,  put  mo.  fo  out  of  patience, 
that  I  fat  down  to  write  to  you  by  way  of  getting 
rid  of  him,  and  turned  him  over  to  our  friend, 
who  will  not  have  done  Vv^ith  fuch  a  chatterbox 
in  a  hurry.  It  is  but  fair,  however,  that  in  all 
well  regulated  families,  ench  perfon  (hould  take  his 
lhare  of  t>e  burden,  and  this  is  one  that  1  refign  to 
abler  hands. , 

This  reminds  me  of  an  Englifli  comedy  I  faw 
reprefented  at  London.  A  French  petit-maltre  was 
introduced,  and  occafioned  a  hearty  laugh,  in  which 
we  were  ready  to  join.  1  fend  you  no  account  of  a 
journey  that  has  given  me  great  fatisfa£lion:  we  will 
A  ,  talk 
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talk  it  over  when  we  meet,  which  will  be  infinitely 
preferable.  We  employed  our  time  as  you  may  ima- 
gine; I  feized  a  few  hafty  moments  to  write,  and  fhall 
ever  remember  with  pleafure  a  country  of  which 
Delolme  taught  me  to  love  the  conftitution,  and  where 
I  have  witnefled  the  happy  efFeSs  which  that  conftitu- 
tion has  produced.  Fools  may  chatter,  and  flaves  may 
fing;  but  you  may  take  my  word  for  it,  that  England 
contains  men  who  have  a  right  to  laugh  at  us.  I  have 
it  in  my  power  to  tell  you  fome  curious  particulars 
of  Lavater,  with  whom  M.  Dezach  pafifed  a  confider- 
able  time. 

At  length  we  live  under  the  fame  Iky  with  you, 
and  love  you  as  much  as  ever,  like  true  friends,  whofe 
device  you  know  is, far  and  nearyfummer  and  zv-i?iter, 

Aoguft  13. 

INDEED  you  w^ould  have  been  very  much  mif- 
taken,  if  you  had  thought  I  attach  fo  much  import- 
•  ance  to  my  journal,  as  to  have  any  objeftion  to  your 
feeing  it.  As  I  know  you  will  look  on  it  with  the 
partial  eyes  of  friendOup,  it  is  very  much  at  your  fervice ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  cannot  be  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  any  but  a  friend,  I  beg  you  to  keep  it  to  your- 
felf.  I  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  forwarding  it  ro 
you.  I  thouglit  I  fliould  give  you  real  fatisfa£iIon  by 
annexing  to  it  the  obfervations  made  in  a  journey  to 
the  fame  country,  by  my  good  man,  in  the  year 
177 1,  and  vvntten  current e  caJamo,  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  him  in  1775,  and  iTiortly  after  he  communi- 
cated  to  me  this  and  feveral  other  journals,  with  ma- 

nufcripts 
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nufcripts  of  different  kinds.  It  was  during  theperufal 
of  them,  at  the  time  he  was  making  the  tour  of  Italy, 
that  I  wrote  the  loofe  fheet  which  you  will  find  in- 
clofed,  and  which,  Itrange  as  it  may  appear,  he  has 
not  yet  feen.  You  will  probably  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  young  folitary  maid,  w^ho  thus  fludied  his  cha- 
ra£ter  while  reading  his  w^orks,  began  by  not  hating 
him  3  and  you  will  not  be  deceived.  But  it  may  ap- 
pear fingular  that  you  fliould  be  the  firft  to  whom, 
after  fuch  a  length  of  time,  I  have  communicated  the 
opinion  I  formed  of  him  in  1777. 

I  was  reading  at  the  fame  period  a  wwk  of  Dclolme 
upon  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  would  fend  you  the 
abftracl  I  made  of  it,  if  it  were  to  be  found. — By  the 
way,  the  author  has  juft  publiflied  a  new  edition,  which 
I  faw  at  London,  and  which  I  advife  vou  to  read  as  the 
beft  book,"  in  the  opinion  of  the  EngliQi  themfelves, 
that  was  ever  written  upon  their  conflitution. 

Augud  25. 

WITH  one  leg  on  a  chair,  the  other  foot  on  the 
ground,  and  my  arms  on  the  corner  of  a  defk,  which 
is  no  longer  mine,  I  once  more,  my  w^orthy  friend,  write 
you  a, few  lines  from  this  place.  I  am  about  to  leave 
it,  certainly  for  a  great  while,  perhaps  for  ever;  and 
am  happy  to  mark  every  era  of  my  life  by  a  particular 
attention  to  the  duties  of  friendfnip.  Receive  then  a 
renewal  of  the  affurances  I  have  fo  often  given  you  in 
this  place,  and  which  I  lliall  be  happy  to  repeat  whert- 
cver  I  may  be. 

'  Kvery 
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Every  thing  is  ready,  and  our  effefts  are  In  the 
carriage.  It  is  going  to  Monfieur  d'Eu's,  where 
we  are  to  dine,  and  whence  we  fliall  fet  off.  Adieu ! — 
I  am  about  to  increafe  the  diftancc  between  us^  but  it 
is  in  order  to  fliorten  it  afterwards,  and  in  the  hope  of 
embracing  you  ere  long.  In  the  mean  time  our  bed 
w^iihes  attend  you.    Adieu! — We  fliall  fliortly  meet. 

Longpont,  Thurfday  Morning,  Sept.  13. 
'  YOU  left  me  diibeffed  and  affected  beyond  mea- 
fure,  at  the  moment  when  we  were  about  to  be  fepa- 
rated  by  an  interval  of  a  hundred  leagues;  at  the  mo- 
ment, perhaps,  of  taking  an  everlalling  leave  ;  at  the 
moment  when,  in  the  effufion  of  my  foul,  and  with 
the  hands  of  my  hufl^and  and  my  daughter  joined  in 
yours,  1  was  renewing  the  facred  compaft  of  friend- 
fliip,  a  compaft  w^hich  was  the  more  folemn,  becaufe 
accompanied  by  a  filence  which  none  of  us  could 
break;  at  that  moment  you  tore  yourfelf  away,  and 

fled  from  our  prefence!  I  remained  motionlefs 

on  my  feat  with  my  child  in  my  arms,  and  my  eyes^ 
fwimming  with  tears,  fixed  upon  the  door  through 
which  you  had  jufl:  paffed.  In  w^hat  ftate  were  yoa 
then  yourfelf? 

Your  image  has  purfued  us  hither,  and  v^^ill  follow 
us  everywhere  ;  and  our  fouls,  ftecped  in  the  bitternefs 
in  which  we  faw  you  plunged,  will  refufe  to  welcome 
the  pleafures  that  furround  us,  till  we  are  affured  that 
you  confide  in  your  friends,  that  you  love  them,  and 
that  you  are  perfuaded  of  their  affeflion;  till  confi- 
dence, in  fliort,  fliall  reftore  the  intimate  union  of 

former 
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former  days.  Would  you,  my  young  and  kind- 
hearted  friend,  punifli  thofe  who  love  you  for  an  aft 
of  difcretion  which  their  fenfibility  thought  due  to 
yours  ?  Search  to  the  bottom  of  your  own  heart,  and 
judge  of  ours,  and  then  tell  me  if  it  be  poffible  for  us 
to  be  any  thing  but  what  we  profefs  to  be.  Return, 
my  good  friend,  to  the  bofom  of  confidence  :  it  is  made 
for  your  honed  heart.  The  injury  your  fenfibility  did 
us  by  believing  that  we  had  done  you  one,  w^as  an 
error  of  fentiment,  proceeding  from  its  excefs.  Write 
to  us,  my  vv^orthy  friend,  unbofom  yourfelf,  receive  our 
affectionate  embraces,  and  let  us  renew  our  oath  of 
eternal  friendfhip. 

My  heart  is  full,  I  am  in  hafte,  arfd  have  a  crowd 
Handing  round  me.  Adieu ! — Come  here  on  Sun- 
day.— Herewith  you  will  receive  the  tranflation  you 
defired:  the  bell  wiflies  of  our  friend  Lanthenas, 
and  of  my  friend,  and  my  own,  attend  you  ! 

ClosIaPlatiere,  0£l.  3. 
TELL  m.e  then,  my  good  friend,  what  is  become 
of  your  affeftion  for  thofe  who  continue  to  feel  for 
you  the  moft  tender  attachment,  the  truefl:  efteem, 
and  friendfhip  the  moft-fincere  ?  I  wrote  to  you  from 
Longpont;  and  our  friend  Lanthenas  has  by  this  time 
repeated  to  you  the  expreffions  dictated  by  our  hearts. 
We  flattered  ourfelves,  J  confcfs,  w'e  fliouJd  find  a  letter 
from  you  here,  or  receive  one  foon  after  our  arrival, 
for  we  wrote  to  you  from  Dijon  alfo;  and  are  as  much 
diftreifed  by  your  filence  now,  as  we  were  afiiiQed  by 
your  tears.    Obdurate  man,  v.  hofe  imagination  docs 

us 
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US  all  fo  much  harm,  why  do  you  refufe  to  open  your 
heart  to  truth,  to  confidence,  and  to  friendfhip,  fo 
long  tried?  It  is  in  vain  you  oppofe  to  them  the 
illufions  by  which  you  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  deceived: 
the  franknefs  of  our  afFeftion-  cannot  fail  to  bring 
you  back  to  our  arms.  I  fliould,  indeed,  no  longer 
know  what  to  think  of  any  thing,  if  your  error  could 
hold  out  long  againft  the  truth,  and  the  energy  of  the 
fentiments  of  which,  in  our  conne61ion  with  you,  we 
have  ever  obeyed  the  impulfc.  Open  your  eyes,  my 
good  friend,  and  turn  them  on  the  worthy  people 
who  love  you ;.  who  could  never  find  any  thing  but 
reafons  to  love  you  more  and  more,  and  who  defire 
nothing  fo  much  as  the  renewal  of  your  attachment. 
We  arrived  here  without  accident,  but  much  fa- 
tigued: our  brother  was  come  to  meet  us,  and  wc 
immediately  fet  about  opening  trunks,  and  packing 
up  anew,  in  order  to  go  into  the  country,  where  we 
now  are.  I  have  not  the  heart  to  fpeak  to  you  of  any 
thing  relative  to  the  perfons  I  have  about  me,  till  you 
have  given  me  figns  of  life.  You  have  learnt  from 
our  friends  that  we  have  feen  M.  Maret,  M.  de 
Morveaux,  and  M.  Durande  ;  and  that  we  have  bought 
your  (kins,  which  we  have  with  us,  and  which  we 
wait  for  your  direffions  to  forward,  unlefs  we  ihould 
in  the  mean  time  find  a  favourable  opportunity.  The 
letter  written  at  Dijon  was  put  in  the  poft-office  at 
Beaune,  becaufe  we  fet  off  early  in  the  morning, 
and  did  not  wifh  to  leave  it  at  the  inn.  To  morrow 
our  friend  will  take  this  to  Villefranche ;  and  I  fhall 
quarrel  with  you  in  good  earneft  if  he  do  not  find  a 
yoL.  II.  PART  XV.  X  letter 
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letter  there.  Tell  our  friend  Lanthenas  that  we  ar^ 
well,  and  that  we  fhall  wait  to  embrace  him  without 
jflinching.  He  has  certainly  been  at  Vincennes  to 
fee  my  Agatha,  &c.  I  fhall  thank  him  for  all  his 
care  whenever  he  will  add  that  of  coming  to  fee  us. 
Say  a  thoufand  civil,  kind,  and  afFedlionate  things  for 
me  to  M.  Parault. 

Adieu,  my  good  friend! — ^Tell  me,  is  It  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  you  to  receive  frequent  aflurances  of 
our  loving  you  as  much  as  ever?  My  befV  love  to  your 
dear  fifter. 

Villefranche,  Nov.  7, 
AT  length  we  have  received  a  letter  from  you,  my 
good  friend:  on  our  part,  it  is  ftill  with  the  fame  joy 
as  in  times  part:  what  is  the  rcafon  that,  on  yours, 
it  Is  not  written  with  the  fame  pleafure  and  friend* 
fhip?  Be  it  as  it  may,  you  will  find  us  ever  the  fame, 
and  the  day  perhaps  will  come,  when  you  will  fay, 
that  people  whofe  attachment  to  you  had  been  of  an 
ordinary  kind,  would  not  have  been  capable  of  taking 
fo  much  trouble,  and  fo  conflantly  to  perfevere  in  it, 
to  perfuade  you  to  the  contrary  *.  What  intereft,  but 
that  of  the  heart,  could  be  our  Inducement  ?  You  will 
become  fenfible  of  It;  you  will  open  your  heart  to 
confidence,  and  will  Indemnify  us  by  its  intenfity  for 
that  interruption  In  its  duration,  which  was  occafioned 
by  the  unfortunate  cloud  that  hangs  over  your  mind. 
I  am  perfeQly  fatisfied  of  it,  becaufe  a  fenfe  of  our 
claims  on  your  friendOiip  is  inherent  in  the  love  we 

•  This  fceras  inaccurate;  but  it  is  rendered  cxafll/  from  the 
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bear  you,  and  carries  with  it  the  afilirance  of  being 
able  to  bring  you  back  to  truth.  This  is  the  laft  time 
I  fhall  fpeak  to  you  on  the  fubje£l.'  I  fhall  continue  our 
correfpondence  on  that  footing  which  we  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  change,  and  you  (lull  perceive  that,  fo  far  from 
avoiding  our  Tick  friends,  we  renew,  on  fuch  occafions, 
the  facred  vows  of  friendfliip,  which  unite  us  to  them 
for  ever* 

My  good  man  has  juft  fet  off  for  a  circuit  in  the 
mountains  of  his  department,  and  is  afterwards  to 
make  a  fhort  (lay  at  Lyons,  fo  that  1  fhall  be  ten 
days  at  leaft,  perhaps  a  fortnight,  w'ithout  feeing  him. 
The  houfe  is  full  of  workmen  ;  and  my  apartment  is 
nearly  finiftied  ;  but  much  remains  to  be  done  to  the 
Infpeclor's  ftudy.  We  fhall  have  thuigs  of  this  kind  to 
attend  to  for  a  long  while;  and  I  am  fadly  afraid  left 
the  mafons,  over  whom  it  is  neccfTarv  to  keep  an 
eye,  fhould  prevent  our  going  in  the  fummer  to  bota- 
nize on  Mount  Pila.  Our  friend  Lanthenas,  who 
left  us  the  third  of  this  month,  mufl  have  mentioned 
us  to  you  more  than  once,  and  has  a  great  deal  to  fay 
Itill,  if  he  means  to  execute  the  whole  of  his  commif- 
fion.  My  little  Eudora  prattles  more  than  ever,  and 
I  am  extremely  pleafed  to  fee  that  fhe  grows  more  and 
more  fond  of  my  company,  and  w  ill  nu  Ioniser  confenC 
to  leave  me.  She  called  to  me  to-nighu  to  afk  where 
you  were,  and  whether  you  were  not  to  come  and  fee 
us.  In  playing  about  us  ihe  has  already  learnt  a  part 
of  her  alphabet,  and  whenever  1  take  up  a  book, 
infills  upon  i oking  it.  I  have  had  little  leifure 
llnce  my  aiTival  here  j  tor  you  mud  know  it  is  the 

I  ^-  cuftom 
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cuftom  to  vifit  the  new  comers ;  and  I  flioiild  already 
have  had  the  whole  town  with  me,  if  feveral  perfons 
were  not  ftill  in  the  country,  which  prevents  their 
vifits  from  being  over  quite  fo  foon  as  they  w^ould 
ctherwife  have  been:  befides,  my  mother-in«law keeps 
a  great  deal  of  company ;  but  I  flip  away  the  moment 
they  fit  down  to  cards  to  our  good  brother's  ftudy, 
and  there  we  read  the  journals,  or  whatever  elfe  comes 
to  handi  converfe  on  literary  fubjecls,  or  concert 
plans  for  the  future,  with  fo  much  fricndfhip  and 
tmreferve,  that  fupper  always  comes  too  foon.    I  muft 
beg  you  to  procure  me  Bemerzrieder's  Lefibns  of 
Harmony  for  the  Harpfichord,  in  quarto,  of  which 
you  once  bought  a  copy  for  a  friend  of  mine ;  but 
I  am  in  no  hurry  3  for  I  have  no  harpfichord,  and  it  is 
an  acquifition  not  quite  fo  eafy  to  make.    My  huf- 
band  will  have  other  matters  to  communicate  to  you 
on  his  return.    We  left  the  country  at  the  moment 
when  an  untimely  fall  of  fnow  had  produced  a  great 
change  in  the  fcenery  around  us.    If  the  neceflity, 
however,  of  making  our  arrangements  had  not  called 
us  to  town,  we  fliould  have  been  in  no  great  hafte  to 
come  here.    The  news  of  the  war  gives  me  pain, 
b^caufe  I  always  confider  thefe  quarrels  of  kings  as 
ruinous  to  the  people  ;  and  I  regret  it  the  more,  fince 
it  gives  you  particular  caufe  of  uneafinefs.  Send 
us  an  account  of  every  thing  new  that  relates  to  the 
fciences,  to  authors,  to  the  academies,  or  to  intrigues. 
1  fhould  have  alked  you  firft  for  particulars  of  your 
prefent  ftudies  and  occupations,  if  your  obfervations 
on  thofe  fubjeds  did  not  oblige  me  to  wait  for  the 
t:  moment 
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moment  when  it  will  be  agreeable  to  yourfelf  to  men* 
tion  them.  My  bed  ccmplim.ents  to  M.  Parault,  whom 
you  have  no  doubt  the  plcafure  of  fometimes  feeing. 
We  have  been  long  in  expectation  of  news  from 
Amiens,  and  are  almoft  doubtful  of  the  fite  of  a 
parcel  in  confequence  of  the  filence  of  a  man  who  is 
interefted  in  its  contents,  and  to  whom  it  was  to  be 
given  by  M.  d'Eu. 

Adieu! — Do  not  forget  thofe  who  love  you,  and 
whofe  attachment  to  you  is  unalterable,  I  embrace 
you  in  the  name  of  my  little  family. 

November  ,9. 

IN  a  parcel  addrefled  to  us  by  our  friend  Lan- 
thenas,  I  found  the  enclofed  letter  to  you,  and  em- 
brace with  pleafure  this  opportunity  of  writing  you 
a  few  lines.  Happy  as  I  am  always  in  doing  fo,  I 
frequently  reprefs  my  defire  for  fear  of  tiring  you : 
you  cannot  imagine  the  pain  this,  idea  gives  me!  But 
after  all,  I  am  too  much  your  friend,  either  to  leave 
you  to  your  unfortunate  prejudices,  or  to  combat  them 
in  a  troublefome  w^ay. 

You  muil  put  thefe  forrowful  expreffions  to  the 
account  of  imprelTions  of  the  fame  nature,  which  I 
cannot  help  feeling  at  this  moment.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  fay  any  thing  more  on  the  fubje£t ;  but 
my  heart  overflows  in  fpite  of  me.  I  was  much 
aftefted  by  your  dear  filler's  letter,  which  I  fhall 
anfwer  immediately.  It  came  to  me  with  the  di- 
redion  in  your  hand-writing  ;  but  not  another  word. 
\\'hat  then  is  the  matter  with  my  friend?  Forgive 

I  3  me 
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fne  once  more  for  recurring  to  complaints  :  I  pardorl 
every  thing  that  proceeds  from  vour  fenfibility ;  and 
you  will  readily  exci  fe  fome  little  efft  6ts  of  mine. 
I  am  once  more  a  wid  w  :  my  good  man  returned  from 
the  mounrains,  and  juft  fet  off  again  for  Lyons  5 
my  brother-in-law  is  in  the  country,  directing  pioneers, 
ftone-cutters,  &c.  My  dear  Eudora  has  a  very 
bad  cold,  for  the  firfl:  time  in  her  life  :  when  flie 
coughs  it  goes  to  my  heart,  and  alarms  and  tor- 
ments me  beyond  defcription.  The  dear  little  girl 
remembers  you  perfedVly ;  but  recollefts  lefs  of  your 
playing  with  her,  than  of  the  ftate  Ihe  faw  you  in  at 
our  departure.  *  Mamma^  faid  fhe  this  morning,  in 
her  foft  tone  of  voice,  which  already  befpeaks  fenti- 
jnent,  *  Antic  cries  /'  She  brought  the  tears  into 
my  eyes  alfo. 

My  health  is  but  indifferent.  I  am  looking  ovef 
a  prefcription  that  I  brought  with  me  from  Paris, 
and  making  comments  on  it  in  my  own  way.  When 
I  recolleft  that  it  is  for  this  paper,  and  a  vifit  made 
and  received  on  account  of  a  man,  of  whom  I  have 
never  heard  any  thing  fince;  when  I  recollefl-,  I 
fay,  that  on  fuch  a  foundation  your  friendfhip  has 
built  I  know  not  what  monftrous  chimera,  I  cannot 
Jielp  faying  to  myfelf,  either  you  mufi:  be  very  mad 
or  J  muft  be  very  foolilh,  not  to  underfland  any  thing 
about  the  matter  j  or  rather,  I  neither  know  what  to 
fay,  think,  or  do, 

Harkye,  my  good  friend;  we  ftiall  be  conftantly 
Jiarping  on  the  fame  firing,  if  you  do  not  recover 
your  reafon.    I  promife  you,  however,  not  to  return 

to 
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to  this  again,  and  I  promife  you  above  all,  that  my 
friendfhip  for  you  fliall  be  unalterable:  this  is  what 
I  know,  what  I  underftand,  and  what  pleafe-s  mc  beft. 
Take  a  box  on  the  ear,  and  an  embrace-,  equally  hearty 
and  fincerej  for  fuch  is  the  way  in  which  I  muft 
vent  the  mixture  of  good  and  ill-humour  that  confti- 
tutes  my  feelings  at  this  moment.  Adieu!— I  long  to 
receive  a  letter  from  you  in  the  old  ftyle.  Burn  this, 
and  let  us  fay  no  more  on  fuch  a  nonfenfical  fubjeft. 

December  15, 

I  HAD  rather  you  would  confefs  the  ill  you  think 
of  us  than  have  merely  the  right  of  believing  that  you 
think  well,  without  receiving  the  afTurances  of  it 
from  your  own  mouth.  Take  us,  at  leaft,  my  good 
friend,  for  the  confidantes  of  your  fentiments  and 
opinions  in  every  thing  that  concerns  us:  we  (hall 
be  fufficiently  fatisfied  with  what  we  are,  to  bear 
every  thing  you  may  believe  us  to  be  without  imputing 
it  to  you  as  a  crime.  Do  not  tear  the  letters  you  may 
have  written  to  me  in  the  fulnefs  of  your  heart;  every 
thing  that  ilTues  thence  is  as  grateful  and  as  dear  to  me 
as  it  ever  was.  Your  error  is  the  efFeft  of  a  degree 
of  fenfibility,  which  attaches  us  more  ftrongly  to 
you ;  and  the  caufe  alone  v/ould  cancel  a  great  deal 
of  injuftice.  I  undeiftand  the  Hate  of  your  mind  much 
better  fmce  I  have  had  a  converfation  tete-a-tete  with 
our  friend  Lanthenas,  concerning  the  reafons  you 
had  to  complain  of  the  perfon  in  queftion^  but  your 
id<^as  are  not  the  lefs  falfe  in  regard  to  us.    I  (hall 

^  4  lament 
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lament  as  long  as  I  live,  a  piece  of  falfe  delicacy 
which  has  proved  fo  prejudicial  to  a  friendlhip  I 
thought  unalterable!  but  what  arn  I  faying!  it  will 
triumph  over  that  obflacle ;  and  if  the  filence  of  a 
moment  (although  proceeding  frum   excellent  mo- 
tives on  our  part)  muft  needs  appear  fo  terrible  an 
offence  in  your  eyes,  you  cannot  at  leafl:  help  for-» 
giving  and  forgetting  it,  for  the  fake  of  friends  whofe 
regret  well  deferves  fuch  a  facrifice.    The  day  will 
come,  when  you  will  love  us  the  better  for  having 
borne  with  this  fally  of  ardent  youth,  and  confidered 
it  in  a  proper  point  of  view;  our  tears,  my  good 
friend,  flow  refponfive  to  yours.    Is  it  not  very  ftrange, 
that  being  fo  well  agreed,  and  fo  entirely  attached 
to  one  another,  fo  much  fhould  yet  be  wanting  to 
our  happinefs?   Until  the  defired  revolution  take 
place  in  your  mind,  as  I  fully  expeft  it  will,  let  me 
preferve  and  correfpond  with  the  friend  of  Eudorat 
you  will  not  vifit  the  fins  of  her  parents  upon  her 
headj   and  my  heart  will  be  grateful  to  you  for  the 
exception,  which,  in  fpite  of  your  error,  you  are  ftill 
juft  enough  to  make.    The  friend  of  my  child  has 
great  claims  on  my  affection :  I  will  fpeak  to  you  of 
her  on  your  own  account,  and  of  ourfelves  on  hers;  and 
you  lhali  find  me  as  fincere,  as  full  of  confidence,  and 
as  much  attached  to  you  as  ever.    The  dear  little 
girl  has  recovered  all  the  vigour  of  full  health,  at  the 
expenfe  of  two  dofes  of  phyfic.    Is  it  not  dreadful 
.  to  be  fo  foon  obliged  to  employ  thefe  falutary  poifons  ? 
But  fuch  is  the  effc£l  of  fociety,  and  the  fedentary 

life 
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life  of  towns!  Her  mind  continues  to  develop  itfclf 
more  and  ihore,  and  I  truft  that  her  heart  will  be  no 
ftranger  to  fott  and  virtuous  affedions. 

If  you  knew  how  angry  i  am  with  myfelf,  on 
account  of  an  opportunity  I  have  loft,  I  think  you 
could  not  help  pitying  nie.     A  friend  whom  wc 
had  at  Rome,  came  and  pafled  four  and  twenty  hours 
with  us  on  his  way  to  Paris,  where  he  means  to 
fettle;  and  I  was  to  have  given  him  the  fkins  wc 
bought  for  you  at  Dijon.    But  his  fellow-travellers 
carried  him  off  fooner  than  he  expelled,  for  his  in- 
tention was  to  ftay  at  leaft  two  days,  the  fkins  w^ere 
left  behind,  and  I  was  angry  at  my  forgetfulnefs  an 
hour  after  the  poft-chaife  had  driven  off.    If  you 
knew  of  any  other  channel,  I  imagine  you  would 
point  it  out  to  me ;   but  I  cannot  defcribe  to  you 
the  rage  I  was  in. — We  talked  of  you,  of  Lavater, 
and  of  a   thoufand    agreeable   things.  Monfieur 
Le  Monnier,  who,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  to  alight  at 
M.Vincent's,  of  the  academy,  is  quite  full  of  Italy, 
which  he  has  juft  vlfited  the  fecond  time.    He  is  a 
man  of  gentle  and  agreeable  manners;  is  acquainted 
with  Monfieur  Rome  de  I'lfle ;  and  like  all  thofe  who 
know  that  worthy  character,  holds  him  in  the  higheft 
efteem  :  the  children  of  the  arts  are  allied  by  nature  to 
thofe  of  the  fciences. 

I  hear  pretty  frequently  from  our  friend  Lan- 
thenas,  without  knowing  any  more  than  yourfelf 
how  his  projefts  go  on.  Perhaps  he  does  not  know 
himfelf:  he  muft  neceffarily  be  much  dependent  on 
circumftances. 

I  take 
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1  take  it  very  kindly  of  you  to  have  been  at  the 
pains  of  procuring  me  certain  accounts  of  Agatha. 
I  do  not  return  you  thanks  for  it,  becaufe  I  place  all 
your  attentions  to  the  account  of  friendfliip;  they  are 
engraven  on  my  heart,  though  my  mouth  paffes  them 
over  in  filence.  My  good  man  is  ftill  at  Lyons.  Ar- 
riving at  that  place  on  horfeback,  he  ran  againft  a 
carriage,  and  hurt  his  leg.  The  mifchief,  however, 
is  now  over:  and  he  writes  and  runs  about  at  a  terrible 
rate.  My  health  has  been  deplorable  in  the  full  force 
of  the  term ;  but  I  have  been  recovering  remarkably 
within  this  laft  week,  and  begin  to  think  myfelf  no 
longer  fick.  Say  a  thoufand  kind  things  for  me  to 
your  fifter:  I  attach  myfelf  to  all  that  belongs  to 
you  J  and  beg  you  to  repay  my  afFeflion  to  my 
daughter,  if  you  cannot  make  a  return  of  it  to  myfelf. 
In  that  cafe  I  ihall  flifle  half  my  complaints,  and  utter 
the  reft  in  a  low  voice.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend!  move 
about,  and  mix  with  the  world ;  and  may  you  meet  with 
beings  as  fenfible  of  your  worth,  and  as  afFeftionate, 
as  ourfelves. 

It  is  an  age  fmce  I  wrote  to  Amiens;  vifits  upon 
"vifits,  and  ftudy,  and  various  odd  jobs  befides,  and 
then  repofe,  which  is  fo  delightful  in  the  unreferved 

intimacy  of  a  brother  Time  flies,  and  "a  thoufand 

things  are  forgotten — You  will  never  be  forgotten. 

December  20. 

WELL  1  my  good  friend,  how  are  you  going  on  ? 
In  what  ftate  are  your  health,  bnfinefs,  connexions, 
and  ftudy  ?  Are  all  thefe  things  as  you  could  wifla. 
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iks"  we  fliould  defire,  and  as  we  could  contribute 
to  make  them,  as  far  as  relates  to  friendfhip  at 
leaft,  if  our  hearts  were  known  to  you?  But  why 
fliould  I  again  make  a  doubt  of  it?  Let  us  fay  no 
more  on  the  fubjedl,  but  a6l  with  confidence  in  each 
other. 

I  have  received  the  enclofed  draft  from  Lyons, 
in  order  to  tranfmit  it  to  Paris ;  and  you  are  the  per- 
fon  I  have  pitched  upon,  becaufe  there  is  nobody  to 
whom  we  would  fooner  be  under  an  obligation.  I 
beg  you  to  receive  the  amount,  and  to  procure 
in  exchange  a  good  bill,  upon  Lyons  or  Villefranche* 
of  equal  value.  I  fuppofe  you  will  get  one  more  eafily 
on  the  former  town  ;  or  what  perhaps  would  be  better 
than  applying  to  the  merchants,  you  may  fend  to  the 
cuftom-houfe  or  poft-office,  for  a  refcription  on  me  of 
the  receivers  of  Lyons. 

Eudora  is  perfeftly  well:  her  ftrength  and  gaiety 
are  as  brilliant  as  ever,  and  her  mind  makes  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs.  I  am  better  alfo  5  and  am  in  daily 
expectation  of  feeing  my  good  man.  We  have  no 
news  here,  except  the  effervefcence  in  the  minds  of  the 
Lyonnefe,  on  account  of  the  ele£lion  of  a  new  Prevot 
des  Marchands,  and  the  intrigues  and  fatires  cuftomary 
on  fuch  occafions.  The  weather  is  horribly  cold  5  our 
roads  over  the  mountains  are  unpaffable;  and  the 
others  are  not  much  better. 

Our  friend  is  at  prefent  much  taken  up  with 
the  academy  at  Lyons. — The  academy  has,  as  you  may 
fuppofe,  numbered  him  among  its  alTociates.  The 
fludy  is  not  yet  arranged ;  and  a  fad  thing  it  is  to  have 

any 
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any  thing  to  do  In  fo  rigorous  a  feafon.  It  is  fome  time 
fince  I  heard  from  our  friend  Lanthenas,  He  is  re- 
turned to  his  father*s,  and  owing  to  his  having  a  great 
deal  of  occupation,  is  a  little  in  arrears  in  his  epiftolary 
correfpondencc :  he  regrets  it  much  in  regard  to  you, 
and  defired  me  to  tell  you  he  would  make  amends  the 
firft  opportunity. 

Say  a  thoufand  kind  and  afFe£lionate  things  for 
me  to  your  dear  filler ;  and  as  many  more  to  the 
excellent  Monfieur  Parault.  The  fhepherd  Sylvain 
has  been  fadly  treated  on  account  of  his  work  faved 
from  the  deluge :  the  Annie  Liter  aire  has  lalhed  him 
terribly.  It  is  a  (hame  for  the  critics  thus  to  hurl 
Jove's  thunder  againft  a  few  wild  flowers.  What 
are  all  your  fcientific  friends  laying  and  doing  ? 
Tell  me  who  is  advanced  to  the  academy  of 
fciences?  and  whether  M.  Brouflbnnet  be  ftill  at 
the  door.  Adieu,  my  good  friend !  — Let  us  end 
the  prefent  year,  and  begin  the  new,  under  the 
aufpiccs  of  hearty  and  affeftionate  friendfhip:  I 
renew  that  which  I  have  vow^ed  to  you,  in  the  fuU 
nefs  and  fmcerity  of  my  heart. 

February  9,  1785. 
YOU  fee  I  pay  you  in  your  own  coin ;  if  not  with 
my  own  hands,  at  leafl  through  the  medium  of  a  third 
perfon,  and  that  I  have  fent  you  a  little  quality  alfo.  It 
appears  to  me  that  you  lavaterize  perfeflly  well  with 
the  Countefsy  and  that  you  have  a  vaft  field  for  obfer- 
vation  to  go  over.  You  ought  by  this  time  to  be  an 
adept.   Tell  me  then -what  you  have  difcovered  or 

recog- 
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recognized  in  our  portraits.    I  wifli  much  to  know 
whether  you  will  divine  aright,  and  more  efpecially 
what  my  countenance  befpeaks.    Your  idea  of  the 
original  is  perhaps  a  little  confufed  :    you  were  not 
a  doftor  of  phyfiognomy  when  you  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  it,  and  the  veil  is  now  a  hundred  leagues 
thick;  but  I  ihall  be  the  better  able  to  judge  whether 
our  portraits  be  well  drawn.    Speak  to  me  frankly 
on  the  fubjeft:  I  cannot,  however,  help  telling  you 
beforehand,  that  either  you  are  a  very  bad  difciple  of 
Lavater,  or  the  portraits  in  queftion  are  very  little  like, 
if  you  do  not  find  in  them  the  lines  that  chara61erize 
true  friends.    I  thought  I  had  written  you  word  that 
our  friend  Lanthenas  was  very  buly,  and  that  he  had 
Commiffioned  me  to  tell  you  not  to  be  furprifed,  if 
you  (hould  be  fome  fhort  time  without  hearing  from 
him:  he  has  fa fFered  twelve  long  days  to  pafs  with- 
out writing  us  a  line.    "We  have  received  the  two 
tranflations  of  the  worthy  M.  Parault.    The  firft  I 
underftand  very  well ;  but  as  to  the  other,  I  am  quite 
loft  in  it:  it  would  be  neceflary  to  be  able  to  fay  with 
Swedcnborg,  /  have  feen  this  fame  intellectual  world. 
A-propos  of  feeing — our  family  is  very  ill  provided 
with  the  means :  we  have  all  bad  eyes.    Thofe  of  the 
grand-mother,  the  two  fons,  and  the  daughter-in-law, 
are  all  inflamed,  and  we  all  complain  alike  of  a  burn- 
ing and  (hooting  pain.    What  is  ftill  worfe  is,  that  we 
have  not  been  laughing  like  you:  we  are  not  very  gay 
when  we  cannot  fee  why,  and  are  almoft  tempted  to  be 
melancholy. 

You 
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You  may  make  the  moft  you  can  of  this  ftyle, 
one  half  proper,  and  one  half  figurative  :  I  am  fome- 
times  inclined  to  write  nonfenfe,  as  well  as  the 
Countefs. 

I  mufl  tell  you,  however,  in  plain  language,  that 
you  are  beginning  to  grow  amiable  again ;  you  are 
a  little  of  the  braggadocio  neverthelefs ;  but  at  your 
age  it  is  pardonable ;  and  then  if  at  a  hundred  leagues 
diftance  one  were  bound  to  take  notice  of  every 

thing!  At  the  end  of  the  reckoning,  and  all  joking 

apart,  we  love  you  dearly,  and  embrace  you  moft 
afreftionately.  I  do  not  know  how  you  have  paffed 
your  carnival;  but  as  to  me,  I  am  fober  enough  to 
edify  the  whole  town;  and  lucky  it  is  that  I  am;  for 
the  fifter-in-law  of  a  very  regular  canon,  who  bears 
no  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  capital,  is  obliged,  under 
pain  of  public  and  private  fcandal,  to  be  very  regular  alfo* 

Our  Eudora,  our  little  delight,  grows,  and  enter- 
tains us  with  her  prattle.  At  this  moment  fhe  is 
putting  out  her  little  mouth,  and  trying  to  kifs  us, 
after  having  received  from  papa  a  tap  upon  her 
fingers  which  were  overturning  every  thing  upon 
the  table.  She  repeats  your  name,  and  fometimes 
defires  to  fee  what  you  have  written  about  her. 
You  tell  me  nothing  of  your  dear  fiftcr:  recall  us 
to  her  recolleftion,  and  do  not  forget  in  the  midft  of 
changeable  Paris,  your  unalterable  friends. 

March  i6. 

EQUABILITY  and  conftancy  you  are  fure  of 
finding  in  us  at  all  times,  and  you  will  one  day  or 

other. 
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Other,  perliap?,  value  them  more  than  you  do  at 
prefent.  Return  to  fuch  friends  vvithouc  fear :  they 
will  never  bear  you  any  ill  will  for  having  fliewn 
yourfelf  fuch  as  you  are.  You  would  w^fh  then  for 
long  letters?  while  I,  confidering  the  difpofition  of 
mind  in  which  I  thought  you  would  obflinately  per- 
fevere,  had  refolved  to  write  to  you  very  briefly,  until 
time  fhould  render  you  fuch  in  refpefl:  to  us,  as  I 
always  hoped  you  w^ould  become.  Glory  to  Heaven, 
and  peace  upon  earth,  if  it  be  true  that  I  am  no  longer 
bound  to  ad  according  to  that  refolution  w^hich  I  had 
butjuft  taken!  Have  you  received  all  the  letters  I  have 
written  you  ?  A  very  old  one,  inclofing  another  for 
your  fifter;  and  one  of  recent  date,  with  a  note  ad- 
drelTed  to  my  father. 

I  fend  you  this  time  fome  papers  for  M.  Le  Mon^ 
filer ^  -painter^  at  the  Little  St,  Anthny,  Rue   du  Roi 
de  Sidle,    I  have  been  thinking,  [if  you  were  not  de- 
firous  of  knowing  a  man,  with  whom  we  are  con- 
nefted  by  the  ties  of  friendlliip,  you  would  at  leaft  be 
pleafed  to  fee  an  eilimable  artift,  of  mild  and  agree- 
able manners,  lately  returned  from  Italy,  where  he 
I  made  a  long  ftay.    But  why  do  I  exprefs  an  unplea- 
fant  and  fleeting  doubt,  without  avowing  the  fenti- 
ment  that  ferves  as  its  corre61:ive  ?  Yes,  I  ftlll  be- 
lieve that  a  perfon  who  has  lately  feen  us,  and  wnth 
whom  we  are  in  habits  of  intimacy,  is  for  that  folc 
reafon  not  altogether  uninterefting  to  you.  Eudora 
improves  in  itrength  much  more  than  in  learning 
and  difcretion;  flie  is  very  lively,  and  very  giddy, 

although 
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although  brought  up  alone.  She  Is,  In  fiiort,  a  per- 
fefl:  romp,  whofe  vioknl:  animal  fpirits  will  ftand  in 
need  of  a  ilrong  mind  to  govern  them.  She  has  all 
the  intelligence  that  can  be  expeQed  at  her  time 
of  life,  and  can  put  up  with  any  thing,  even  with 
dry  bread,  when  doing  penance. — Beaumarchais,  at 
•St,  Laztire,  founds  like  a  ludicrous  antithefis.  He 
•is  puniflied  like  a  fchool-boy,  and  will  revenge  him- 
felf  like  a  fox. 

lam  called:  adieu! — I  thank  you  for  your  good 
wifties,  and  conclude  like  you,  toto  corde. 

March  23. 

I  HAD  a  great  mind  to  make  my  daughter  Ipeak ; 
but  I  have  too  much  to  fay  on  my  own  account;  and 
lhall  content  myfelf  with  fending  you  a  fheet  of  paper, 
which  ftie  has  fcrawled  over  in  her  own  way.  You 
made  me  weep  with  your  ftories,  after  having  made 
me  laugh  with  the  grave  fuperfcription  of  your  letter. 
Eudora  was  much  pleafed  to  hear  that  you  had  written 
to  her.  In  fhort,  1  read  her  the  letter;  and  when  fhe 
heard  the  name  of  mother,  and  the  recommendation 
to  kifs,  fhe  faid  with  a  laugh,  *Why,  that's  for  me 
now.'  You  have  no  need  of  a  pardon,  I  aflure 
you,  on  account  of  the  matter  that  makes  you  alk 
it.  Do  you  think  I  ftand  in  need  of  proteftations  and 
aflurances  as  to  things  of  that  fort  ?  The  two  fol- 
lowing lines  would  apply  perfeflly  well  to  the  prefent 
cafe: 

n 
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// fuffit,  entre  nous,  de  ton  devoir ^  du  miefiy 
Voilh,  les  'vrais  JerinenSy  les  autres  ne  font  rien  *. 

If  I  had  ever  any  thing  to  forgive  you,  it  v^ould  have 
been  the  unfortunate  idea,  of  which  the  traces  are 
not  yet  effaced;  but  my  attachment  left  generofity 
nothing  to  do:  it  enabled  me  to  form  a  juft  efti- 
mate  of  the  errors  of  yours,  in  which  I  could  fee 
nothing  but  marks  of  its  ftrength,  and  perhaps  I 
Jove  you  better  than  if  you  had  not  done  me  the 
wrong  of  afcribing  one  to  me  that  I  do  not  feel  my- 
felf  guilty  of.  In  proportion  as  time  fliall  reflore 
all  its  fplendour  to  truth,  you  will  perceive  that  you 
have  loft  nothing  by  the  diflance  you  regret,  becaufe 
you  will  fee  it  has  operated  no  change  in  the  affec- 
tion of  your  friends ;  nor  will  the  pleafure  of  a  friendly 
correfpondence  feem  to  be  impaired  by  a  few  leagues 
further  to  travel  over  in  idea. 

You  afk  me  what  I  am  about,  and  do  not  fup- 
pofe  I  have  the  fame  occupations  as  at  Amiens:  it 
is  true  I  have  lefs  leifure  to  devote  to  them,  or  to  in- 
termingle them  with  agreeable  ftudies.  Houfe-keep- 
ing  is  now  my  principal  employ,  and  the  trouble  it 
gives  me  is  of  no  fmall  account.  Aly  brother  was 
defirous  of  my  takmg  charge  of  the  houfe,  which 
his  mother  for  many  years  had  ceafed  to  fuperintend, 
and  which  he  was  tired  of  direfling,  or  of  leaving 
to  the  care  of  the  fcrvants. — This  is  the  way  in 
which  I  pafs  my  time.    On  rifmg,  I   bufy  myfelf 

*  Between  us,  your  duty  and  mine  will  fufficc  ;  thefe  arc  the  bcft 
oaths;  the  others  are  nothing. 
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about  my  child  and  my  hufband.  I  make  the  for- 
mer read,  and  get  breakfaft  for  them  both,  and 
then  T  leave  them  together  in  the  ftudy;  or  if  the 
father  be  abfent,  the  little  girl  remains  with  the 
maid,  while  I  go  and  inquire  into  the  houfehold 
affliirs,  from  the  cellar  to  the  garret :  the  fruit,  the 
wine,  the  linen,  and  other  details^  contribute  each 
their  part  to  my  flock  of  daily  cares.  If  I  have 
any  time  left  (obferve,  we  dine  at  noon,  and  are 
obliged  to  be  then  in  decent  drefs,  becaufe  there  is 
a  chance  of  our  having  company,  which  the  old 
lady  is  fond  of  inviting),  I  pafs  it  in  the  ftudy,  in 
the  labours  which  I  have  been  accuftomed  to  fliare 
with  my  hulband.  After  dinner  we  ftay  a  little 
while  together,  and  I  remain  pretty  conftantly  with 
my  mother-in-law  till  company  comes.  I  am  then 
at  liberty,  and  go  up  ftairs  to  the  ftudy  in  order  to 
begin,  or  to  continue  to  write ;  but  when  the 
evening  comes,  our  good  brother  joins  us,  and  we 
read  the  newfpaper,  or  fomething  better.  Male 
vifitors  fometimes  come  up.  If  I  am  not  the  reader, 
I  fit  down  modeftly  to  my  needle-work,  and  liften, 
taking  care  to  prevent  the  child  from  interrupting ; 
for  ftie  never  leaves  us,  unlefs  on  occafion  of  fome 
formal  repaft.  As  I  do  not  wifli  her  to  be  trouble- 
fome  to  any  one,  or  take  up  the  attention  of  the 
company,  fhe  then  ftays  in  her  own  room,  or  goes 
to  take  a  walk  with  her  maid,  and  does  not  make 
her  appearance  till  the  end  of  the  deflert.  I  never 
pay  vifits  unlefs  they  are  abfolutely  necelTary.  I  go 
out  fometimes,  though  yet  it  has  been  but  feldom, 
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to  take  a  walk  with  my  good  man  and  Eudora.  Bating 
thofe  little  differences,  every  day  fees  me  go  over 
the  fame  ground,  and  turn  in  the  fame  circle.  The 
Englifli,  the  Italian,  and  mufic,  which  is  fo  much 
my  delight,  remain  far  behind.  They  are  talents  and 
inclinations  which  lie  hidden  under  the  aflies,  but 
which  I  fliall  know  where  to  find  in  order  to  inftil 
them  into  my  Eudora  in  proportion  as  flie  grows 
up.  Order  and  peace  in  every  thing  that  furrounds 
me,  in  the  matters  entrufted  to  me,  and  among  the 
perfons  w^ith  whom  I  am  connefted,  added  to  the 
intereft  of  my  child,  of  which,  amid  my  various 
cares,  I  never  lofe  fight;  thefe  conftitute  my  bufi- 
nefs  and  my  pleafure.  This  kind  of  life  would  be 
very  auftere,  were  not  my  hufband  a  man  of  great 
merit,  whom  I  love  with  all  my  heart ;  but,  with 
this  datum,  it  is  mod  delightful.  Tender  friend- 
fhip,  and  unbounded  confidence,  mark  every  in- 
ftant  of  it,  keep  an  account  of  every  thing,  and 
ftamp  a  value  upon  every  thing,  which  nothing 
without  them  would  have.  Ic-  is  the  life  the  moll 
favourable  to  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  to  the  fup- 
port  of  all  the  inclinations  and  of  all  the  purfuits 
that  infure  focial  and  individual  happinefs  in  the 
ftate  of  fociety  wherein  we  live.  I  am  fenfihle  of 
its  v/orth  ;  I  congrdtulate  myfelf  on  enjoying  it,  and 
exert  my  beft  endeavours  to  make  it  lafl.  I  pleafe 
myfelf  v/ith  the  hope  that  the  world,  on  fome  future 
day,  will  bear  witnefs  to  my  deferving  what  I  once 
exprefled  to  M.  d'Ornay : 

^  ^  Heureufg 
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Heureufe  la  mere  attendrie 

peut  dire  avant  d'exptrer  ; 
y*  at  fait  plus  que  donner  la  'vie^ 
Mes Joins  Pont  appris  a  fainter  *. 

My  brother-in-law,  of  an  extremely  gentle  tem- 
per, and  of  great  fenfibility  of  mind,  is  very  reli- 
gious alfo.  I  leave  him  the  fatisfaflion  of  think- 
ing his  articles  of  faith  appear  as  evident  to  me 
as  they  feem  to  be  to  him ;  and  aft  outwardly  as 
becomes  the  mother  of  a  family  in  the  country  to 
do,  v^hofe  conduft  ought  to  be  edifying  to  every 
body  about  her.  Having  been  very  religious  in  my 
early  youth,  I  am  as  well  acquainted  with  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  even  with  the  church  fervice,  as  with  the 
heathen  philofophers,  and  willingly  avail  myfelf  of 
my  facred  erudition,  which  pleafes  him  exceedingly. 
Truth,  the  bent  of  my  difpofition,  and  the  facility 
with  which  I  conform  to  every  thing  that  is  agree- 
able to  others,  while  it  is  no  violation  of  honour  or 
decorum,  makes  me  what  I  ought  to  be  naturally, 
and  without  the  fmalieft  effort.  Keep  this  effufion 
of  confidence  to  yourfeif,  and  do  not  anfwer  it,  un- 
lefs  in  fuch  a  vague  way  as  may  fuit  the  fubjeft. 
I  am  ftill  alone :  my  good  man  is  at  Lyons,  whence 
he  vvill  not  return  till  after  Eafter :  he  writes  that 
his  eyes  are  getting  better;  and  I  have  had  a 
frefh  affurance  of  it  from  his  fervant,  who  came  here 
to  execute  a  few  commiifTions,  and  who  is  fince  rc- 

*  Happy  the  tender  mother  who  can  fay  before  Ihe  expires,  I  tavc 
not  only  given  life,  my  cures  have  rendered  it  agreeable. 
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turned  to  his  mafter.  You  may  judge  by  thefe  efFu- 
fions  of  fricndfliip,  whether  I  believe  in  yours,  to  which 
I  truft  for  your  fetting  a  due  value  on  this  teftimony 
of  mine. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  faid  fomething  of 
the  academy,  of  Beaumarchais,  and  of  that  attrac- 
tive fyftem  of  chymiftry  which  engages  your  atten- 
tion ;  but  I  have  taken  the  time  of  writing  to  you 
out  of  the  interval  that  remains  between  my  morning 
bufinefs  and  dinner.  I  have  only  ten  minutes  to  drefs, 
which  are  precifely  as  many  as  it  generally  takes  me. 
I  embrace  you  with  all  my  heart* 

Give  me  fome  account  of  academic  and  fcien- 
tific  matters;  and  more  efpecially-  of  your  own 
perfonal  concerns.— Once  more  adieu. 

March  26. 

YOUR  ftory  of  the  pointed  nofe  puts  me  out  of 
all  patience ;  it  feems  to  me  that  mine  is  not  fo, 
and  that,  unfortunately  perhaps,  I  could  at  lead 
enter  into  competition  with  all  the  ftiarp  nofes  in 
the  univerfe.  But  you  are  quite  filent  as  to  the 
portrait,  and  the  Lavateric  obfervations  which  you 
have  made  upon  the  fubjeft.  What  care  I  for 
your  (kill  in  phyfiognomy,  if  it  teach  me  nothing  ' 
concerning  my  own  face?  Anfwer  me  then,  fpealc 
w^ithout  difguife,  and  we  wall  difpute  afterwards, 
if  we  fee  occafion.  You  will  find  Le  M.  an  a^ree* 
able  man,  whom  you  would  wifh  perhaps  to  pofTefs 
a  little  more  energy;  and  above  all,  a  little  more 
of  that  turn  of  mind  that  borders  upon  madnefs, 
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and  that  does  fuch  wonders  in  his  art.  I  fhould 
be  at  no  lofs  to  find  excellent  means  to  juftify  my 
delay  in  bringing  you  acquainted  with  him ;  for 
in  the  point  of  view  in  which  you  exhibited  your- 
felf  to  me^  I  had  reafon  to  fear  it  might  look  like 
importunity,  if  I  made  too  frequent  calls  on  your 
attention ;  but  fuppofing  I  was  in  the  wrong  in  that 
refpefl:,  1  freely  confent  to  give  you  this  fubje£t  of 
forgivenefs,  by  way  of  eftablifliing  a  perfect  equality 
between  us. 

April  9# 

I  WILL  now  confefs  that  I  applaud  your  ac- 
quaintance for  not  choofing  to  employ  themfelves 
for  any  body  but  you,  and  hold  myfelf  obliged  to 
them  for  a6ling  and  thinking  in  that  manner.  I 
can  eafily  conceive  that  your  excellent  heart  makes 
you  defire  fiill  greater  means  of  being  ufeful  to 
your  friends;  but  you  ought  not  to  regret  the  want 
of  thofe  you  do  not  poflefs.  Your  true  friends 
have  no  occafion  for  proofs  of  intereft  and  power, 
to  make  them  believe  in  the  return  of  the  tender 
friendfliip  they  have  fworn  to  you.  Thofe  friends 
will  always  be  greater  gainers  by  your  availing 
yourfelf  of  all  the  means  that  ftudy  and  philofophy 
furnifh  for  your  perfonal  improvement,  than  by  the 
multiplicity  of  your  connexions,  and  a  fuperior 
degree  of  influence.  Do  not  then  go  in  fearch  of 
dinners  and  emmi  for  the  fake  of  advantages,  which 
it  is  eafier  to  do  without,  than  to  be  contented  with* 
If  ever  you  turn  your  mind  to  ambition,  itwill  increafe 
with  your  fuccefs,  and  engrofs  your  whole  foul  to 
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the  very  end  of  your  career.  But  enough  of  mo- 
ralizing. I  am  out  of  fpirits,  however — my  Eudora 
is  not  very  well:  her  cold  indeed  does  not  increafe; 
but  her  cough  refembles  the  one  that  is  the  fore- 
runner of  the  meafles :  fhe  is  a  little  drowfy,  and  laft 
night  appeared  to  me  to  have  a  fever.  To-day  I  am 
to  take  advice.  Her  father  is  no  better;  his  cough 
is  no  longer  relieved  by  expectoration;  and  he  feels 
himfelf  fluffed  up,  and  ill  at  his  eafe.  May  Heaven 
fend  you  better  health  !  Adieu  ! — We  embrace  you 
with  all  our  hearts.  Say  a  thoufand  kind  things  for 
us  to  M.  Parault. 

It  is  not  true  that  Eudora  has  been  told  not  to 
love  you  a  dozen  years  hence ;  but  only  to  hold  her 
tongue  about  it,  and  let  you  find  it  out. 

April  20. 

I  AM  much  more  eafy  in  regard  to  Eudora;  and 
without  daring  to  flatter  myfelf  fhe  will  efcape  the 
prevailing  difeafes,  I  hope,  in  cafe  flie  catches,  (lie 
will  get  fafe  over  them.  They  propofe  giving  her 
a  dofe  of  phyfic  ;  but  as  I  wifli  to  fpare  her  the 
naufeous  draught,  w^e  are  at  prefent  tcmporirmg. 
The  poor  child  is  fadly  altered  1  You  cannot  figure 
to  yourfelf  my  regret  at  feeing  fo  tender  a  little  being 
forced  already  to  fubmit  to  difgufling  and  racking 
remedies.  It  would  feem  that  medicine  ought  only 
to  be  calculated  to  relieve  the  infirmities  of  age, 
or  the  violent  diforders  which  our  phyfical  and  moral 
excefles  produce.  But  that  amiable  infancy  fhould 
ftand  in  need  of  a  fallacious  art,  is  a  perverfion  of  all 
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Crder,  and  a  real  fubjeft  of  lamentation.  Happy 
thofe  who  in  fuch  cii  cun^.ftances  can  find  motives  of 
confidence  in  a  man  of  abilities !  There  is  not  here  a 
fingle  phyfician  on  whom  I  can  venture  to  depend. 
I  have  how^ever  fent  for  one;  and  have  got  into  a 
fine  quarrel  with  another.  We  are  fo  alarmed  for 
what  w^e  love^  that  w^e  are  always  feeking  for  opinions 
without  daring  to  follow^  our  own — But  let  us  return 
to  the  academies,  of  which  you  have  fent  us  fuch 
entertaining  accounts.  My  good  man  would  wifh 
to  know  a  great  deal  more  of  Quatre-mere's  Treatife 
upon  Sheep^  or  rather  of  Berthollet's,  upon  The  Theory 
of  Bleaching  :  I  recolledV  it  is  the  latter  which,  when 
fetting  off,  he  defired  me  to  mention  to  you,  in  order 
that  you  might  communicate  to  him  all  the  informa« 
tion  you  poffcfs,  or  m^ay  be  able  to  procure,  on 
the  fubjefit.  He  affirms  alfo,  you  have  faid  nothing 
concerning  the  oily  and  farinaceous  feeds,  unlefs 
that  you  cannot  difcover  any  ground  for  a  fyftem: 
now  the  tall  meagre  man^  with  a  tenor  voicey  is  not 
at  all  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  refult:  he  will  have  a  fyftem 
even  if  it  be  brought  from  the  moon,  like  fo  many 
other  hypothefes. 

The  weather  is  at  laft  grown  milder;  but  I  do  not 
recover  my  ftrength  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  adivity 
of  my  mind,  I  fhould  bear  a  great  refemblance  to  the 
filk  worms,  when  they  are  about  to  fpin  their  cocoons,  * 
and  drag  themfelves  languidly  along.  I  cannot  difco- 
ver that  I  have  any  particular  ailment,  but  always  feel 
as  if  1  were  much  fatigued ;  and  notwithffanding  my 
endeavours  to  preferve  a  fprightly  appearance,  lafli- 
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tude  announces  itfelf  by  drawing  a  hollow  circle 
round  my  eyes.  If  my  Eudora,  however,  recover  hef 
health,  and  our  friend  find  himfelf  the  better  for  the 
country,  the  pleafure  I  fliall  feel  at  their  welfare  will 
make  me  forget  my  own  trifling  complaints. 

April  22. 

You  gave  me  afcolding  in  your  fliort  epidle  which 
1  received  yefterday;  and  I  cannot  deny  you  might 
have  fome  reafon  ;  but  I  was  fo  taken  up  with  my  child, 
and  fo  fatigued  in  body  and  mind,  that  perhaps  I  was 
not  very  much  to  blame. 

Eudora,  though  better,  is  not  exaftly  what  I  could 

wifli:  flie  is  fo  livid,  fo  I  do  not  know  what,  that 

I  am  alarmed,  without  weW  knowing  why.  We 
have  really  and  truly  the  fmallpox  in  our  horrible 
houfe,  where  w^e  are  obliged  to  have  two  lodgers, 
becaufe  we  are  not  able  to  fill  it  ourfelves,  although 
our  family  is  tolerably  large.  We  are  here  a  hun- 
dred years  behind  Paris  in  building  and  fitting  up 
our  houfes,  at  leaft  as  far  as  relates  to  the  laying 
out  of  apartments,  and  flill  more  in  the  little  mat- 
ters of  ornament  3  it  would  feem  that  we  are  quite 
as  far  behind  Lyons,  although  we  are  only  at  the 
diftance  of  five  leagues.  True  it  is,  that  owing  to 
local  circumftances,  wood,  and  all  other  carpenter's 
materials,  are  very  dear  in  this  li-tle  town,  where 
the  principal  luxury  is  that  of  the  table.  At  the 
houfe  of  every  little  citizen,  who  is  at  all  above 
t;he  common,  more  fumptuous  rcpafts  are  given  than 
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in  the  richefl  houfes  at  Amiens,  and  even  than  in 
many  very  fubftantial  ones  at  Paris. 

Uncomfortable  houfes,  a  luxurious  table,  elegant 
dreffes,  and  continual  play,  fometimes  for  large  fums; 
fuch  are  the  principal  features  of  a  town  where  all 
the  houfes  are  flat-roofed,  and  where  the  fmall  ftreets 
ferve  as  drains  for  the  privies.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  inhabitants  are  by  no  means  ftupid:  they  fpeak 
pretty  well,  without  any  provincial  accent,  and  even 
without  ufing  incorrect  expreflions.  Their  manners 
are  alfo  genteel  and  agreeable ;  but  they  are  a  little, 
that  is  to  fay,  very  deficient^  in  information.  Our 
counfellors  are  looked  upon  as  very  important  per- 
fonages;  our  advocates  are  as  proud  as  thofe  of  Paris, 
9nd  the  attornies  are  as  great  rogues  here  as  every 
where  elfe.  In  another  refpe£l,  it  is  quite  the  reverfe 
of  Amiens:  there  the  women  are  generally  fuperior  to 
the  men;  at  Villefranche  they  are  the  contrary,  and 
in  the  women  it  is  that  the  ruft  of  the  country  is  the 
moll  perceptible. 

I  do  not  know  why  nor  wherefore  I  have  thus 
undertaken  to  do  the  honours  of  my  adoptive  coun- 
try. I  confider  it  as  my  own,  and  treat  it  accord- 
ingly, as  you  may  perceive. 

La  Blancherie  then  has  got  his  head  above  water 
again?  I  faw  the  opening  of  his  rooms  advertized 
in  the  Journal  de  Paris.  Why,  by  my  faith,  thefe 
mufeums  are  like  the  phoenix :  they  rife  every  year 
out  of  their  own  aihes.  Were  you  at  the  fitting 
of  the  academy  when  the  panegyric  of  Gebelin 
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was  pronounced?  Adieu! — Our  males  are  ftlU  in 
the  country,  for  which  they  find  themfelves  the 
better:  one  of  them  is  to  return  immediately  to  the 
dove-cot:  1  leave  you  to  guefs  which. 

April  28. 

THE  port  does  not  fet  of  till  to-morrow,  I  wTOte 
to  you  yefterday ;  it  is  only  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  I  have  a  thoufand  things  to  do  j  but 
I  have  received  your  agreeable  chit-chat  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  and  am  fitting  down  to  pay  you  in 
kind.  I  need  very  little  provocation  to  induce  me 
to  enter  into  this  friendly  warfare  with  thofe  I 
love. 

I  have  jufl:  received  accounts  of  the  male  part  of 
OUT  family,  by  one  of  the  vine-drefiers,  who  brings  us 
every  Thurfday  a  provifion  of  butter,  eggs,  vegetables, 
&c.  Are  not  thefe  pretty  things  to  put  in  a  letter  ? 
but  they  are  of  great  ufe  in  a  family;  they  recall 
rural  occupations  to  our  minds,  and  in  that  point  of 
view  are  very  agreeable.  My  poor  turtle-dove  is 
quite  frozen  with  the  cold  winds  that  prevail;  I  fhall 
not  fee  him,  however,  in  a  hurry ;  for  his  brother 
is  to  return  on  Saturday  to  confefs  the  nuns,  and  he 
muft  flay  behind  to  fuperintend  the  operations  of 
the  cellar.  All  our  fervants  are  gone  down,  or 
rather,  up  there  ;  there  is  nothing  but  caps  in  the 
houfe,  and  only  think  of  my  fimplicity  !  I  have  not 
fent  for  a  fingle  Ifeau  to  divert  me.  It  is  not  be- 
caufe  there  is  any  want  of  beaux  in  town  3  but 
they  are  not  tempting.    The  young  men   of  this 

place 


(    HO  ) 

place  are  not  agreeable ;  and  it  is  no  wonder ;  for 
the  women  do  not  imderftand  their  bufinefs.  Tra- 
velSj  and  obfervation,  are  neceflary  to  give  them  a 
polifli ;  and  accordingly  they  return  home  more  ami- 
able men;  while  the  women  remain  in  their  corner, 
with  their  little  airs  and  graces,  by  wh  ich  nobody  is 
impofed  upon. 

I  believe  my  experience  w^ould  be  of  great  ufe  to 
your  Lavatericin  knowledge,  if  I  were  to  enlighten 
your  obfervations  on  the  face  w^hich  you  are  ftudy- 
ing,  and  of  which  the  lips  difpleafe  you.  Nature 
has  made  her  good,  and  has  endowed  her,  not  with 
wit,  but  with  found  fenfe:  her  faculties  are  not 
enlarged  or  improved  by  education ;  nor  mu(l  you 
expeft  to  find  in  her  either  ideas  above  the  com- 
mon, or  tafte,  or  delicacy,  or  that  exquifite  fenfibi- 
,  ]ity  that  proceeds  from  an  organization  peculiarly 
happy,  or  from  a  well-cultivated  mind.  Add  to  this 
on  one  hand,  that  eafe  of  m.anners  which  a  know- 
ledge of  the  world  generally  confers;  and  on  the 
other,  an  inclination  to  command,  and  the  habit  of 
doing  fo,  though  without  knowing  how  to  keep 
people  properly  in  their  places,  or,  if  you  will,  in 
their  ranks,  and  you  have  the  key  of  every  thing. 
The  refult  of  all  is  a  tolerably  agreeable  compa- 
'  nion,  with  whom  every  one  is  at  his  eafe;  a  woman 
truly  eftimable,  becaufe  her  heart  is  perfeftly  honeft, 
although  fl:ie  is  a  little  wanting  in  dignity;  and  a 
perfon  worth  knowing,  becaufe  flie  does  not  exadl 
too  much,  and  does  juftice  to  hcrfelf,  as  well  as  tot 
others. 

With 
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With  thefe  data^  ftudy  and  improve.  If  wc  were 
making  our  obfervations  together,  I  have  the  mo- 
defty  to  think  my  infpiration  would  afliftyour  fcience; 
there  are  things  which  you  cannot  get  hold  of  but 
by  dint  of  labour,  and  others  concerning  which  I 
might  fay  of  you,  and  of  almoft  all  other  men,  what 
Clara  faid  of  Volmar:  'He  might  have  fwallowed 
all  Plato,  and  all  Ariftotle,  without  being  able  to 
divine  it.' 

The  day  before  ycflerday,  Eudora  took  a  dofe 
of  kermes,  with  a  flrong  infufion  of  burrage  and 
fyrup  of  violets.  Her  cough  is  entirely  gone  :  but  flie 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  entirely  recovered :  flie  is  as  full 
of  mifchief  as  a  monkey :  my  brow  is  knit  like  that  of 
a  pedant  in  a  college,  and  I  am  quite  hoarfe  with 
fcolding  her,  I  was  juft  now  horribly  fcandalized 
at  hearing  the  brat  utter  a  great  oath,  and  infiftcd 
on  knowing  where  (he  picked  it  up  :  *  Lord^  Mamma, 
Saint-Claude  fays  fo  as  well  as  I.' — Saint-Claude, 
one  of  our  fervants,  is  an  honeft  fellow,  who  cakes 
.care  n.ever  to  fwear  in  my  prefence :  but  makes 
amends  for  it,  I  dare  fay,  when  I  am  out  of  the  way. 
What  admirable  aptitude !  She  does  not  pafs  an 
hour  in  a  fortnight  with  the  fervants ;  nor  do  I 
ever  ftir  a  ftep  without  her. 

May  7,  or  8. 

I  SHOULD  be  very  happy  to  have  a  little  con- 
verfation  with  you,  although  your  projcfls  *  have 
ftruck  me  dumb  for  feveral  days.    I  am  now  in 

*  I  had  been  appointed  naturaliil  to  attend  La  Peyroufe  in  Ins 
voyage  round  the  world. 

great 


(  ) 


great  hafte;  and  can  only  lay  a  few  words, ♦by  way 
of  announcing  to  you,  that  the  lnfpe61or  will  write 
immediately  in  anfwer  to  feveral  particulars  of  your 
letter. 

I  dare  not  exprefs  my  fentiments  to  you  concerning 
your  intended  voyage;  for  it  would  be  impofiible  for 
my  obfervations  to  be  difinterefted.  With  the  ftrongeft 
defire  to  talk  the  matter  over  like  an  indifferent  per- 
fon,  my  forrovir,  at  the  idea  of  fo  long  an  abfence,  would 
be  bufy,  unknown  to  me. 

If  you  had  a  nearer  profpefl  of  promotion  in 
your  office,  I  fliould  contend  with  advantage.  You 
have  aftivity  enough  for  the  enterprife  which  tempts 
you;  but  you  have  not  that  iron  conftitution  which 
feconds  the  energy  of  the  mind,  and  fits  a  man  to 
encounter  the  hardftiips  of  fuch  a  voyage.  I  know 
we  have  a  right,  even  at  the  rifk  of  our  lives,  to  run 
hazards  that  may  have  a  fortunate  event  :  it  is  a  lot- 
tery, in  which  fentiment  holds  the  balance  and  re- 
gulates reafon ;  but  friends  have  a  different  compafs 
to  fteer  by :  their  mind  approves  while  their  heart  is 
repugnant :  they  have  nothing  then  to  do,  but  to  be 
filent.  This  is  what  we  are  reduced  to,  while  weep- 
ing like  children,  whenever  you  are  the  fubjeft 
of  our  converfation.  Why  does  not  content  retain 
in  the  fame  place,  thofe  whom  friendfhip  connedls  fo 
clofely  with  one  another? — Eudora  is  better. — Our 
friend  Lanthenas  defired  me  to  fay  a  thoufand  kind 
things  for  him  ;  but  he  muft  have  written  to  you  him* 
felf,  lince  he  commiffioned  me  to  do  fo. 

Adieu  ! 
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Adieu! — I  have  half  a  mind  to  be  angry  with  you 
on  account  of  the  pain  you  give  me  ;  but  the  thing  is 
not  poflibles  and  fo  1  am  forced  to  embrace  you. 

May  1 8. 

AND  I  alfo  take  upon  me  to  fend  you  plants  3  not 
to  make  experiments  in  dyeing  j  but  to  know  their 
names  ;  and  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  Flora  of  this 
country.    I  am  become  grofsly  ignorant  on  the  fubjcQ ; 
and  have  fo  many  things  to  do,  that  I  prefer  your  tell- 
ing  me  what  they  are,  to  fpending  my  time  irt  looking 
for  them  in  books.    The  lichen,  or  mofs,  in  my  little 
parcel,  was  gathered  from  the  walls  of  a  fountain, 
whither  Eudora  often  goes  to  refl:  herfelf,  and  to  drink 
the  excellent  water  it  contains.    This  fountain  is  called 
Belle-Roche,  from  the  domain  in  which  it  is  fituated : 
a  domain,  with  a  little  chateau,  in  the  poflcfTion  of 
the  dean  of  this  chapter,  with  whom  we  paHcd  the 
whole  ofyefterday.    The  yellow  flower  belongs  to  a 
thorny  flirub,  very  common  in  the  woods  round  ttie 
town,  and  faid  to  be  good  for  cattle  when  the  thorns 
fall  off,  which  happens  by  degrees  as  the  flower  fades 
away.     The  two  other  little  plants  were  formerly 
of  my  acquaintance  ;  nor  is  any  thing  more  common 
in  the  woods.    I  had  them  once  at  my  fingers*  ends ; 
but  have  forgotten  them,  and  fhould  like  to  know 
what  they  are,  without  being  obliged  to  learn  them 
over  again:  fo  tell  me  quickly  their  names,  furnames, 
clafs,  genus,  &:c. 

La  Blancherie  then  has  opened  his  rooms  when  I 
am  no  longer  at  Paris,  and  when  I  was  going  to 
5  Amiens 
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Amiem  p arm en^e.  As  to  the  laft  article,  it  fignified 
little ;  but  I  am  forry  not  to  have  feen  thofe  famous 
rooms  before  I  removed  to  fuch  a  diftance.  Adieu  ! 
- — Good  night,  or  good  morning  :  1  am  in  hafte,  and 
going  away, 

Lyons,  June  19. 

YESTERDAY  evening,  on  coming  home,  we 
found  your  letter  of  the  thirteenths  and  although  I 
have  little  time  to  fp^re,  and  although  you  have  ere 
this  received  one  of  ours,  informing  you  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, and  confequently  accounting  for  our  filence> 
I  cannot  refill:  the  longing  defire  I  feel  to  anfv^er  the 
kind  expreffions  of  your  anxious  friendlhip. 

I  long  ago  perceived  the  flacknefs  of  my  corrq- 
fpondence,  and  have  been  defirous  of  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  amends,  by  writing  with  the  leifure 
fo  dear  to  fenfibility.  Houfehold  affairs,  and  occu- 
pations in  the  ftudy,  have  fo  taken  up  my  time,  that 
my  little  excurfion  was  delayed  by  them,  riotwith- 
ftanding  the  fpeed  with  which  I  hailened  to  bring 
them  to  a  conclufion.  Though  we  have  been  here 
fome  days,  time  paffes  away,  as  you  know  it  does 
on  a  journey,  when  we  have  only  a  few  minutes  to 
ourfelves,  which  we  endeavour  to  employ  to  the  belt 
advantage. 

We  have  taken  up  our  abode  in  an  apartment 
"U'hich  my  good  friend  hired  for  himfelf,  and  with 
which  the  whole  of  our  little  family  can  make  Ihift 
upon  occafion.  I  have  brought  with  me  our  Eudor^, 
the  maid,  and  a  man  fervant  and  every  thing  goes 
on  to  our  perfe£l  fatisfaclion.    We  are  in  a  handfomp 

houfe^ 
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hoiife,  and  In  a  good  quarter  of  the  town,  quite  clofc 
to  the  hotel  of  the  Intendant  (rintendance)^  though 
very  far  from  our  acquaintance ;  but  the  moll  diftant 
of  them  lends  us  his  carriage,  of  which  I  make  as 
much  ufe  as  I  pleafe.  I  went  yellerday  to  fee 
Mademoifelle  St.  Huberti  in  Dido,  her  favourite  part, 
which  I  had  never  feen  her  play  at  Paris :  I  thought 
her  fublime.  Our  friend  has  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs 
on  his  hands :  a  compHment  to  the  academy  as  an 
affociate ;  another  fitting  at  the  agricultural  fociety, 
to  which  he  alfo  belongs;  profeffional  cafes;  and 
information  to  be  obtained  for  the  continuation  of  his 
labours  in  the  Encyclopedia.  If  he  were  to  ftay 
here  three  months,  he  would  find  fufficient  employ- 
ment ;  and  I  could  ftay  as  long  without  being  tired 
of  the  place.  I  have  taken  a  mafter  for  the  forte- 
piano,  and  ftudy  mufic  every  morning;  but  little, 
it  is  true;  for  vifits,  dinners,  &c.  engrofs  a  great 
part  of  my  time.  The  other  day  I  met  M.  JuffieUy 
the  younger,  at  his  fifter's,  whom  I  was  vifiting,  and 
vvhofe  hufband  has  a  very  excellent  cabinet  of  natural 
hiftory. 

Eudora  gave  me  fome  uneafinefs  yefterday.  She 
feemed  to  have  a  flig:ht  attack  of  a  fever:  but  is 
pretty  well  this  morning. 

We  fliall  receive  your  Perfian  traveller  with  a 
twofold  intereft:  if  he  had  only  the  recommenda- 
tion of  having  feen  a  great  part  of  the  world,  he 
would  be  welcome  :  what  will  he  be  as  your  friend ! 

Write  us  longer  letter^.  I  had  a  thoufana  things 
to  fay  to  you  about  your  laft  revolution,  which  pre- 
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vents  cur  loflrg  you ;  but  it  is  precirdy  on  the 
things  of  which  the  hen  t  is  the  fullcft,  that  we 
keep  filence,  when  we  have  not  lime  to  exprefs  the 
•whole  of  what  we  feel.  ¥  you  could  not,  however, 
divine  the  gre^'eft  part  of  it^  you  would  not  de- 
ferve  an  explanation.  Believe  me,  of  all  thofe  to 
whom  you  are  decir,  nobody  is  more  happy  than 
Ourfelvcs  at  your  being  preferved  from  the  great 
hazards,  w^hich  we  do  not  love  to  fee  thofe  perfons 
run,  to  whom  we  have,  in  a  manner,  attached  our 
exiftence. 

Adieu,  my  friend ! — We  embrace  you  with  all 
the  franknefs,  and  all  the  unreferve,  of  that  tender 
friendfhip  which  we  have  fworn  to  maintain  to  the 
end  of  our  lives. 

Villefranchc,  July  4. 
We  returned  two  days  ago,  and  have  been  ever  fince 
in  a  great  buftle.  We  are  employed  in  a  variety  of 
things;  in  letter-writing,  and  feveral  others  that  have 
got  a  little  into  arrears,  and  in  houfehold  affairs,  which 
call  for  my  accuilomed  vigilance,  to  fay  nothing  of 
thofe  little  troubles,  of  which  every  one  in  this  world 
has  his  fhare. 

I  am  far  from  enjoying  that  agreeable  tranquillity 
in  which  it  is  a  pleafure  to  hold  converfe  with  our 
friends,  efpecially  when  they  are  in  the  difpofition 
and  circumflances  you  are  in  at  prefent.  I  fhould 
wifli  to  talk  with  you  at  my  eafe,  concerning  the 
hazards  and  the  advantages  of  the  two  iituations 
between  which  you  have  made  a  choice;  concerning 
the  folly  of  confuming  life  in  vain  regret,  when  we 

had 
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had  good  reafons  for  our  determination ;  and  con- 
cerning the  inanity  of  that  glory  for  which  we  make 
fuch  facrifices,  which  almoft  always  betrays  us,  and 
never  leads  to  repofe  ;  the  end  every  one  has  in  view, 
and  which  he  is  only  endeavouring,  though  generally 
to  no  purpofe,  to  render  more  comfortable.  I  fliould 
wifh  to  put  into  your  head  a  few  more  grains  of 
philofophy  in  exchange  for  that  excefs  of  a61ive  heatj 
which  produces  good  effects,  and  great  torments.  I 
think  all  this,  adminiftered  by  the  kind  hand  of  friend- 
fliip,  might  be  of  fome  ufe  to  you,  and  certainly  would 
be  a  very  agreeable  office  to  me  ;  but  a  thoufand  things 
prefs  on  me  together,  and  the  tide  of  time  carries  me 
away. 

I  add  to  this  a  flow^er  with  which  I  am  unacquainted, 
and  which,  for  the  want  of  the  Genera^  I  cannot  make 
out.  It  has  eight  ftamina;  the  plant  is  herbaceous, 
and  fix  inches  high,  more  or  lefs.  The  flowers  pro- 
ceed from  the  axilU  of  the  leaves ;  are  borne  by  a 
petioliis  enlarged  at  the  bafe,  and  grow  up  along  the 
llalk,  at  the  top  of  which  they  meet  in  a  clufter. 

Auguft  2. 

HERE  I  am  at  lafi:,  having  before  me  the  half 
hour  it  wants  to  dinner-time,  and  meaning  to  de- 
vote that  fpace  of  time  to  your  fervice,  that  you  may 
not  repeat,  '  It  was  well  worth  while  to  retire  into 
the  country.' 

You  muft  know,  in  the  firft  place,  the  day  be- 
fore yefterday  I  was  dying,  yefterday  I  was  in  a  lan- 
guifhing  ftate,  and  lo  day  I  am  as  gay  as  a  lark, 

L  2  Afk 
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A{k  me  why?  I  cannot  tell;  but  fo  it  is;  and  It 
any  one  will  figure  to  himfelf  a  continual  fucceffion 
of  great  a6livity,  and  of  extreme  langour,  he  will 
have  a  complete  idea  of  my  health.  My  good  man 
has  taken  to  fpeclaclcs,  as,  perhaps,  I  have  already 
told  you  :  his  eyes  are  better,  without  being  perfeflly 
well.  He  has  been  bathing  for  fome  days  ;  but  bufi- 
nefs  upon  bufinefs  comes  inceffantly  to  harafs  him ; 
fometimes  it  is  the  blind  and  groping  adminiftration, 
building  up  with  one  hand,  pulling  down  with  the 
other,  and  always  afking  for  advice,  without  ever 
taking  it :  fometimes  the  academies,  to  which  he  muft 
addrefs  fome  elaborate  compofition  or  other,  at  the 
time  perhaps  when  leaft  inclined  ;  fometimes  it  is  a 
ufeful  connexion;  fometimes  a  friendly  correfpondence 
which  muft  be  kept  up  with  equal  care ;  and  then 
the  great  work  above  all,  the  continuation  of  the 
Encyclopedia,  to  which  it  is  become  neceffary  to 
return.  You  may  expe£t  in  confequence  to  be  tor- 
mented like  a  poor  foul  in  purgatory.  Heavy  com- 
plaints are  already  made  of  you,  becaufe  you  no 
longer  fpeak  to  M.  Audran ,  becaufe  you  appear  to 
negleft  him,  &c.  You  muft  fee  him,  follow  him  up, 
hurry  him,  get  a  great  many  things  from  him,  urge 
him  for  a  great  many  more,  and  fo  on.  You  have 
have  had  memorandums  of  queftions  concerning  furs; 
try  to  procure  anfwers  to  them,  and  fend  them  to  us, 
for  we  are  thinking  in  good  earneft  of  that  impor- 
tant work.  Every  wheel  muft-  be  put  in  motion, 
every  engine  muft  be  fet  to  work,  to  colleft  and  com- 
plete the  materialsi  take  your  meafures  accordingly; 

join 
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join  yoiiY  love  for  the  fciences  to  your  friendly  zeal, 
and  ferve  us,  as  you  arc  fo  well  able  to  do. 

I  have  another  thing  to  beg  of  you,  Mr.  Natural  ill, 
Chemift,  and  that  is,  that  you  will  employ  your 
talents  for  the  good  of  mankind.  You  muft  know 
that  we  have  vipers  in  the  Clofe,  and  that  a  child  of 
twelve  years  of  age  was  lately  bitten  by  one,  and  died 
in  lefs  than  four-and-twenty  hours.  Find  out  a 
certain  and  eafy  remedy,  which  we  may  always  have 
at  hand,  and  even  carry  about  us.  It  will  be  ren- 
dering a  fervice  to  the  world,  and,  perhaps,  to  your 
friends.  On  my  firft  vifit  to  this  place,  five  years  ago, 
we  found  in  our  own  little  domain,  near  the  houfe, 
a  viper  which  my  Roland  killed,  even  though  he  was 
without  his  durindana  * ;  I  have  now  a  Eudora,  who 
may  flip  away  from  me  into  the  garden,  and  may 
meet  with  that  terrible  reptile  under  the  grafs,  in 
fome  unfrequented  walk. — Good  heavens  !  my  heart 
fails  me,  and  I  detefi:  the  Chfe !  It  is  very  true,  I 
alTure  you:  more  reafons  than  one  put  us  out  of  hu- 
mour with  this  country-houfe:  we  have  laid  afide  the 
idea  of  rebuilding  it ;  and  if  you,  who  know  every 
thing,  fliould  chance  to  hear  of  a  fnug  box  to  be  fold, 
with  a  good  garden,  good  water,  a  fine  profpe£i,  and 
pleafant  grounds  about  it,  near  Villefranche,  or  on 
the  road  between  this  and  Lyons,  pray  let  us  know, 
that  we  may  make  the  purchafe.  Now,  is  it  not  a 
fine  piece  of  folly  to  defire  you  to  look  out  for  fuch  4 

*  The  fword  of  the  famous  Orlando,  who  in  French  is  called 
Roland, — Tran/, 

^  3  thing  ? 
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thing  ?  It  is  becaufe,  to  our  forrow,  it  is  ^  thing  very 
fcarce,  and  very  hard  to  come  at. 

So,  poor  Lanthenas  is  at  liberty  again  ?  We  fliall 
fee  him,  I  hope,  ere  long :  I  am  heartily  rejoiced  at 
it.  My  poor  Eudora  grows  thin,  and  waftes  away 
without  my  knowing  to  what  to  attribute  it.  I  fancied 
our  w^ater  was  not  good,  and  fent  to  fetch  fome  from 
a  fountain  without  the  town.  I  next  fuppofed  fhe 
had  worms,  and  gave  her  a  vermifuge  mixed  up  with 
honey  and  afterwards  lem.on-juice  and  oil.  They 
operated  violently,  without  her  voiding  any  w^orms, 
unlefs  fomething  that  looked  like  a  fmall  one,  about 
which  I  am  not  fure.  Her  tongue  is  loaded,  her 
breath  has  a  faint  and  bilious  fmeli,  her  complexion 
is  pale  and  wan,  her  eyes  are  hollow,  and  her  flefh  is 
flabby ;  but  flie  is  ftill  gay  and  lively,  and  very  gentle 
and  patient  when  in  pain.  This  is  her  prefent  ftatej 
and  this  it  is  that  torments  me,  and  breaks  my  heart* 
While  my  uneafinefs  on  her  account  quite  wears  me 
out,  I  am  teafed  and  tormented  by  other  cares ;  and  in 
the  midft  of  all  this,  I  have  fometimes  the  courage  of  a 
lion,  and  fometimes  I  weep  like  a  child.  Adieu.— 
I  wifh  you  health,  ftrength,  peace,  and  happinefs:  we 
embrace  you  with  all  our  hearts, 

Anguft  8. 

I  AM  going,  Sir,  to  begin  my  day  with  you,  by 
order  of  my  lord  and  mafter,  who  gave  me  your 
letter  the  moment  I  awoke.  It  is  ten  o'clock  how- 
ever; but  I  bathed  at  feven,  went  to  bed  again, 
jind  enjoyed  that  found  and  refrelhing  fleep  which 
2  is 
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is  fo  neceflary  to  health.  I  was  ye^erday  at  a 
ball  given  by  one  of  our  lodgers,  and  danced  two 
cotillons.  Take  notice,  that  it  was  the  firfl;  time  I 
had  danced  fmce  two  ye-nrs  before  my  marriage.  I 
found  that  a  relilli  for  that  agreeable  exercife  is  noc 
fo  fpeedily  lofts  and  notwithfiandin  mv  matron-like 
age  of  one-and-thirty,  I  was  rather  induced  to  with- 
dra^v  at  midnight  bv  prudence,  than  by  fatiety. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  the  ftory  you  tell 
me  of  your  man  ot  a  fupiriour  kii'd :  do  I  know 
him,  or  do 'I  not?  It  appears  to  me  hardly  poll]  ble 
to  receive  his  homage  at  my  feet  on  the  firft  inter- 
view, if  1  have  not  beforehand  fome  notion  of  what 
he  is.  In  good  truth,  you  have  no  pitv  tor  a  poor  ruftic, 
whofc  imagination  naturally  grows  cold  under  the 
influence  of  every  thing  around  her.  I  do  not  mean 
that  our  country  ladies  are  more  fcrupulous  than 
thofe  of  your  great  town;  but  for  my  part,  I  think 
our  country  gentlemen  ftupid^  and  if  I  had  not  been 
already  virtuous  fr  0!n  na  bit  and  principle,  I  fhould 
have  been  made  fo  by  difguft,  or  the  want  of  knowing 
how  to  better  myfelf.  In  fober  fadnefs,  there  is 
nothing  here  to  make  it  worth  while  to  lofe  the  honour 
of  the  field.  Accordingly  my  habits  are  formed, 
and  your  wonderful  man  will  not  make  me  change 
them  :  fo  much  the  worfe  for  him,  if  he  is  not  fatisfied. 
But  if  he  be  a  traveller  by  the  diligence,  the  notice 
you  have  given  us  will  be  altogether  iifelefs :  that 
carriage  does  not  flop  on  the  road  ;  if  other  wile,  i  expedt 
to  fee  fome  good  fore  of  a  man  in  your  ow^n  way, 
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I  fend  you  a  plant,  which  from  its  firft  appearance 
I  took  for  a  kind  of  valerian ;  but  I  think  I  can  dif- 
cover  a  fpecific  difference.  It  is  very  common  here 
on  the  banks  of  a  beautiful  little  river.  Adieu  ! — 
I  have  at  this  moment  old  father  Renard  by  my  fide. 
Ke  tells  me  his  fon  has  feen  you  three  times ;  but  you 
are  fo  bufy,  that  he  is  afraid  of  being  troublefome. 
Farewell !  Our  beft  wiOies  attend  you. 

Auguft  ig. 

WHILE  you  were  dining  with  your  literati,  v^e 
were  at  dinner  here  with  the  widow  of  an  academic 
cian,  and  with  counts  and  counteiTes  of  the  neigh-* 
bourhood,  as  well  Jacred  as  profane ;  for  among  them 
was  a  canonefs  and  a  count  of  Lyons  *  :  only  think 
what  holy  perfonages  !  The  widow  is  the  relidt  of 
the  Count  de  Milly,  and  rejoices  with  reafon  at  her 
widowhood. — If  you  are  not  acquainted  with  her  hif^ 
tory  I  will  treat  you  with  it  on  fome  future  day.  We 
had  not  an  interefting  hortus  f^ccus  to  vifit,  like  that 
which  made  you  fo  happy  ;  but  we  had  officers  with 
us,  who  were  both  polite  and  tolerably  well  informed, 
a  thing  too  uncommon  among  military  men,  not  to  be 
very  agreeable  j  and  we  concluded  the  day  by  taking 
a  walk  to  -d.  vogue  \  fuch  is  the  name  given  here  to 
certain  feftivals,  to  celebrate  which,  the  populace 
affemble  in  the  country,  and  dance  and  drink  in  a 
meadow  to  their  hearts*  content.  In  one  place  are 
fiddlers;  fifes  in  another,  and  a  bagpipe  in  a  third. 
Thofe  who  have  no  infiruments  make  amends  with 

*  The  counts  of  Lyons  conftitpted  a  pobje  prfer  pf  religious,— 
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their  voices:  others  fit  under  tents,  and  guzzle  new 
wine  as  four  as  that  of  Surenne ;  and  fometimes  the 
fair  ladies  made  up  a  country  dance.  But  to  return 
to  our  own  affairs ;  you  are  a  perfect  romancer; 
a  great  promifer  of  nothings ;  you  always  announce 
people  who  never  come.  It  was  well  worth  while 
to  make  my  mouth  water  for  a  quiepet  *  !  Three 
times  we  have  already  calculated,  and  waited  im^ 
patiently  for  the  moment,  when,  ac<:ording  to  the 
notice  you  gave  us,  fome  great  perfonage  was  to  ar- 
rive: nobody  has  yet  appeared.  I  confole  myfelf 
however,  for  the  non-arrival  of  the  gallant  you  have 
found  out  for  me,  fince  I  have  been  informed  that 
he  is  only  fifteen :  he  would  want  tutoring,  and  I 
am  not  old  enough  to  undertake  his  education,  or 
to  feek  my  fortune  among  fchool-boys.  I  am  noj; 
afraid,  let  me  ttll  you.  Sir,  to  encounter  a  con- 
noifi^eur.  I  wifh  to  heaven  I  had  you  in  England; 
you  would  fall  in  love  with  all  the  women.  I  was 
very  near  doing  fo,  although  a  woman  myfelf.  They 
bear  no  rcfcmblance  to  ours;  and  have  in  general  that 
oval  form  of  countenance  which  Lavater  commends, 
I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  that  a  man  of  fenfibility,  who 
has  feen  the  Englilh  women,  (hould  feel  a  longing  de- 
fire  to  vifit  Penfylvania.  Take  my  word  for  it,  that 
the  individual  who  does  not  feel  fome  efteem  for  the 
Englifli,  and  a  degree  of  affeftion  mixed  with  admira- 
tion, for  their  worhen,  is  either  a  pitiful  coxcomb,  or 

*  This  is  fome  cant  word,  neither  in  common  ufe  in  France,  nor 
to  be  found  in  a  diflionary.    It  is  in  itali<;s  in  the  original  French, 
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aB  ignorant  blockhead,  who  talks  about  what  he  does 
not  underfland. 

As  to  you,  Sir,  you  are  an  impertinent  fellow,  and 
a  coxcomb  too;  for  I  only  fufpe6"ied  it  to  be  valerian 
by  its  manner  of  growing;  but  the  very  great  fpecific 
differences  convinced  me  it  was  another  plant,  and 
made  me  afk  you  the  name.  The  inference  may  be 
cafily  drawn.  You  are  much  miftdken,  if  from  this 
fportive  fiyle  >ou  fuppofe  me  to  be  in  good  fpirits.  I 
am  heartily  vexed,  as  you  will  eafily  believe,  when  I  add, 
that  I  am  not  to  go  into  the  country  at  all  this  year; 
and  that  I  ihall  fee  no  more  of  the  Cloje  than  yourfelf. 
The  only  difference  is,  that  I  fljall  eat  fome  of  the 
fruit;  bot  they  muft  be  brought  two  long  leagues; 
their  bloom  will  be  gone  off;  and,  bcfides,  they  will 
not  be  gathered ^by  my  own  hands, 

I  ftall  conclude  with  this  lamentation,  wifliing  you 
al)  joy  and  heahh. 

Auguft  27. 

THE  poft  does  not  fet  off  till  the  day  after  to-mor- 
row ;  but  I  have  a  few  moments  of  leifure,  and  haften 
to  tell  you,  that  you  have  not  the  merit  of  being  the 
firft  perfon  from  whom  I  heard  of  La  Biancherie.  I 
had  already  been  told  that  he  was  at  Lyons,  and  from 
that  mouient  made  no  doubt  but  he  was  the  man  of 
whom  you  meant  to  fpeak.  I  am,  however,  very 
glad  to  find  that  you  did  not  m.ention  Mademoiftlle 
Phlipon  to  him.  His  negligence  appears  to  me  the 
more  excufable.  Hoiv  very  mod  eft  I  am  !  But  what 
I  have  to  tell  you  is,  that  La  Biancherie  having  waited 
upon  M.  de  Villers^  the  director  of  the  academy  of 
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Lyons,  in  order  to  requeft  he  would  take  him  to  z, 
fitting,  that  gentleman  alked  him,  out  of  attention 
and  poh'tenefs,  whether  he  (hould  Jike  to  become  a 
member?  ^  No,'  faiJ  La  Blinchcrie,  '  /  oug/jt  not  to  be- 
lorn  to  any  academy' — 'And  why  fo,  pray?'—-'  Becauje^ 
if  I  did,  I  JhouJd  he  obliged  to  belong  to  all  the  academies 
in  Europe'  The  grave  M.  de  Villers,  who  is  pof- 
fefTed  of  both  energy  and  fpirit,  contented  himfelf 
with  replving,  'You  told  me,  ^Sir,  that  you  were 

to  dine  with  M  :  you  may  beg  him  to  conduit 

you  to  the  academy  alfo.'  At  a  iiiting  of  ours,  I  met 
two  or  three  men  of  merit  from  Lyons^  who  all  agreed 
in  faying,  that  La  Blancherie  is  a  mod  unfufFerable 
coxcomb.  Between  curfelves,  I  was  not  much  fur- 
prifed  at  hearing  it;  tor  ten  years  ago  he  feemed  to 
have  a  turn  that  way,  which  fo  great  a  length  of  time 
employed  in  intriguing  in  the  world,  .cannot  fail  to 
have  wonderfully  improved* 

Let  us  return  to  our  acc.demical  fittin?r,  which  was 
very  agreeably  filled  up  in  the  opinion  of  every  body 
prefent.  I  give  you  their  teftimony,  becaufe  my  own 
inight  appear  fufpicious  to  you,  in  two  different  points 
of  view.  In  the  firft  place,  my  good  man  read  a  dif^ 
courfe  that  was  much  applauded,  up  ;n  the  influence  of 
the  cultivation  of  letters  in  the  fr ovine es^  compared  with 
their  infiuence  in  the  capital.  There  was  a  good  deal 
in  it  concerning  the  women,  which  feveral-prelent  had 
good  reafon  to  apply  to  themfelvcs,  and  they  would  tear 
$ny  eyes  our,  perhaps,  \i  they  ima^i  led  tnat  I  iiad  any 
iliare  in  the  produdion. 

Tho 
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The  direflor  entertained  us  with  an  account  of 
the  difcoveries  of  the  prefent  age;  and  a  flranger 
very  agreeably  explained  his  opinion,  that  plants 
are  not  deftitute  of  fentiment.  This  author  is  a 
Sv*^ifs,  fettled  at  Lyons,  and  a  proteftant  miniller. 
He  is  arrived  from  England,  after  taking  a  doftor's 
degree  at  Oxford,  and  is  lately  married  to  a  young 
woman  of  eighteen,  who  is  a  native  of  Sedan,  and 
whom  he  brought  with  him.  We  kept  them  with 
us  the  day  after  the  fitting,  and  became  very  intimate. 
A  high-vicar  of  Lyons,  v/hom  we  knew  before,  read 
fome  pieces  of  excellent  criticifm,  tranflated  from  the 
German.  The  fecretary  recited  an  epiflle  in  very 
pleafmg  poetry,  congratulating  our  friend  on  his  re- 
turn to  his  country,  accompanied  by  a  helpmate  of 
w^hom  the  poet  fpoke  as  poets  are  accuftomed  to  do. 
It  is  pretty  certain  this  did  not  tend  to  recommend  me 
to  the  favour  of  the  women.  Not  daring,  however,  to 
fay  any  thing  againtl  it,  they  would  fain  have  it  in  their 
power  to  criticife  the  difcourfe  of  an  academician, 
whofe  wife  was  the  fubjefc  of  a  public  panegyric. 
But,  unfortunately,  although  it  contains  fome  fevere 
truths  that  regard  them,  the  language  is  exceedingly 
polite,  and  even  elegant. 

Now  for  a  w^ord  or  two  of  your  Meffieurs  Due  is 
and  Thomas,  who  are  at  Lyons,  and  who  puff  each 
other  off  like  the  two  affes  in  the  fable.  The  latter 
has  thought  proper  to  print  fome  poetry,  addrefled  to 
Jeannin,  whom  you  know,  and  whom  every  body 
ridicules.  In  his  verfes,  tlie  academician  praifes 
the  charlatan  in  the  moft  extravagant  terms,  and 
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to  make  the  matter  more  moving,  has  inferted  an 
epifode  about  Ducis,  who,  in  pafling  the  mountains 
of  Savoy  in  an  old  crazy  carriage,  v^^as  overfet,  and 
frighted  out  of  his  wits.  Thomas  fees  in  his  bro- 
ther academician  the  Sophocles  of  France,  whofe 
furious  horfes  are  dragging  him  along  hke  Hyppo- 
litus,  and  dafliing  his  chariot  to  pieces.  A  coun- 
try gentleman,  tired  of  this  learned  jargon,  and  fick 
of  fuch  fulfome  flattery,  has  anfwered  him  in  verfes 
which  I  inclofe,  fmcerely  regretting  that  I  cannot  join 
in  your  opinion  concerning  my  countrymen ;  but  if 
the  judges  of  your  Parnalfus  make  fuch  blunders, 
how  will  you  defend  the  herd  of  our  hadauds  *  ? 
Independently  of  the  bad  fubjeft  chofen  by  Thomas, 
his  verfes  are  not  even  worthy  of  a  writer  of  panegyric* 
Thefe,  however,  are  the  great  men  who  are  to  fliinp 
on  Tuefday  at  the  public  fitting  at  Lyons,  where 
one  of  them  is  to  read  a  canto  of  his  Petreide :  you 
will  have  an  account  of  it  from  La  Blancherie,  who 
is  to  return  immediately,  I  do  not  imagine  he  has 
met  with  many  fubfcribejs  at  Lyons.  * 

October  12. 

WELL,  my  good  friend !  how  do  you  do  ?  It  is  a 
long  time  fnice  I  wrote  to  youj  but  the  truth  is, 
that  for  this  month  I  have  fcarcely  taken  up  my 
pen.  I  verily  believe  I  am  imbibing  fome  of  the 
inchnations  of  the  beaft  whofe  milk  is  reftoring  mc 
to  health.    I  am  growing  a/mine  by  dint  of  attending 

*  The  Parifians  are  called  badaiiis  in  dcrifion,  as  our  Londoners 
are  called  cockneys.— ?~r<?'»/I 

to 


I 


(  158  ) 

to  tiie  little  caYes  of  a  pggtfli  country  life.  I  am  pre- 
ferving  pears,  which  will  be  delicious;  we  are  drying 
raifms  and  prunes ;  are  in  the  midft  of  a  great  waO^i 
and  getting  up  the  linen ;  make  our  breakfaft  upon 
wine,  and  lie  down  upon  the  grqfs  to  let  the  fumes 
of  it  go  off";  overlook  the  people  who  are  bufied  in 
the  vintage,  and  refl  ourfelves  in  the  woods  and  mea- 
dows; knock  down  walnuts,  and  after  gathering  ouf 
ftock  of  fruit  for  the  winter,  Ipread  it  in  the  garrets. 
Heaven  knows  how  we  make  the  doCtor  work ! — You 
make  us  kifs  him  I  Upon  my  word,  you  are  a  ftrange 
fort  of  creature. 

We  were  much  entertained  by  the  charming 
narrative  you  fent  us.  You  ought,  indeed,  to  be 
always  moving  about  for  the  amufeilient  of  your  friends, 
particularly  that  you  may  not  forget  to  pay  them  a 
vifit. 

Adieu! — There  is  a  talk  abcat  breakfafling,  and 
going  afterwards  in  a  body  to  gather  almonds. 

The  Clofey  Oaobet  i^. 
YOU  fee  I  am  flill  here,  whither  I  came  for  a  week, 
and  where  I  (hall  probably  make  a  flay  of  two  months* 
Economical  arrangements  had  guided  us  in  our  firft 
refolution:  our  moral  and  phyfical  welfare  make  us 
change  our  minds.  Our  mother,  it  is  true,  lives  at 
as  great  an  expence  during  our  abfence,  as  if  we 
w^ere  with  Wer,  and  flrangers  occupy  our  places  at 
table ;  but  what  then  ?  We  are  here  in  the  afylum  of 
peace  and  liberty  ^  we  no  longer  hear  a  fcolding 
tongue  going  from  morning  to  night;  nor  do  w^e  any 

longer 
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longer  behold  a  forbidding  countenance,  in  wllich  a 
want  of  feeling  and  jealoufy  are  dep;6>>-d  by  turns,  and 
in  \\hich  fpite  and  anger  are  perceptib'  ■  through  the 
di  guife  of  irony,  whenever  we  meet  with  aiv  fuccefs, 
or  receive  any  marks  of  attention.  We  bre.itlie  a 
pure  air,  and  can  obey  the  didatcs  of  frier  d  lip  and 
confidence,  without  fearing  to  irritate,  by  the  aianifefta-. 
tion  of  thofe  fentiments,  a  hard  heart  which  was  never 
acquainted  with  them,  and  which  hates  tj  f  e  them  in 
others.  In  a  word,  \yc  can  be  bufy,  we  can  employ 
.  ourfelves,  or  pafs  our  time  in  foft  dalliance,  without 
the  difagreeable  affurance,  that  whatever  we  do  will 
be  blamed,  criticifed,  mifconftrued,  &cc. 

Thefe  advantages  are  certainly  w-orth  a  pecuniary 
facrifice.    It  is  impoffible,  however,  to  make  fuch  a 
bargain  all  the  year  round,  without  an  abfoiute  rup- 
ture ;  and  for  that  purpofe  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
meet.    Well !  have  I  told  you  enough  this  time  ?  Do 
you  believe  I  am  ftill  your  friend  ?  You  may  alfo  be- 
lieve^  though  I  have  the  fame  affeftion  for  you  as  ever, 
I  fliould  never  have  fpoken  to  you,  nor  to  any  one  elfe, 
of  my  hufband's  mother,  if  he  had  not  done  fo  before. 
To  confefs  the  truth,  however,  thefe  forrows,  which 
affeded  me  fo  powerfully  during  the  firfl:  two  or 
three  months,  now  appear  infinitely  more  fupportable  : 
I  know  how  to  eftimate  them  in  a  more  rational 
manner.    As  long  as  it  was  poltiblc  to  retain  any 
hope  of  finding  a  heart  among  the  whimficalities 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  difpofition,  I  tormented 
myfelf  in  endeavouring  to  gain  her  favour,  and  was 
diftreffed  beyond  mcafure  at  my  want  of  fuccefs.  Now 

that 
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that  I  fee  in  a  proper  point  of  view^  a  felfifh  and  fan-* 
taftical  being,  who  is  governed  folely  by  the  fpirrt  of 
contradiftion,  who  never  enjoyed  any  thing  but  the 
pleafure  of  tormenting  others  by  her  caprices,  who 
triumphs  at  the  death  of  two  children,  whofe  fouls 
fhe  fteeped  in  bitternefs,  who  would  fmile  at  that  of 
all  of  us,  and  who  fcarcely  takes  any  pains  to  conceal 
her  fentiments,  I  feel  my  affliflion  converted  into  in- 
difference, and  almoft  into  pity ;  and  my  fits  of  in- 
dignation and  hatred  are  become  fhort  and  unfre- 
quent.  Every  thing  confidered,  it  was,  neverthelefs, 
wife  to  come  and  llay  here :  the  health  of  our 
child  requires  it  more  urgently  than  we  imagined 
before  our  arrival.  You  will  alfo  believe,  my  good 
friend,  we  cannot  poflefs  great  bleflings,  without 
purchafing  them  at  the  expence  of  a  few  troubles. 
This  nether  world  would  be  a  perfecl:  paradife,  if, 
with  a  hufband  fuch  and  fo  dear  to  me,  as  mine, 
I  had  nothing  elfe  but  fubjefts  of  fatisfaftion. 

December  i. 

I  HAVE  received  your  epiffles,  and  make  a  jeft 
of  your  morality :  you  might  go  far  before  you  would 
find  any  one  who  ftands  fo  httle  in  need  of  it  as  I 
do.  I  fhall  take  your  letters  to  Lyons,  whither  I 
am  going  to-morrow  with  Eudora,  and  a  man  fervant, 
tvithout  a  maid,  becaufe  I  am  to  make  but  a  Ihort  llay, 
and  becaufe  my  little  apartment  will  be  fufficiently 
filled  by  the  doftor  and  my  hulband,  who  have  already 
inhabited  it  a  fortnight.  You  may  tell  the  excellent 
M.  Patault,  with  my  bed  compliments,  this  fame 
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Joftor  will  call  here  again  before  he  makes  his  entry 
into  the  capital :  he  mufl:  confequently  wait  with 
patience  till  next  year. 

You  aflc  me,  why  I  have  not  written  you  long 
letters  for  fome  time?  I  will  anfwer  you  with  a 
franknefs  equal  to  your  own:  in  the  firft  place,  I 
have  not  had  time  ;  but  perhaps  I  fhould  have  found 
it,  if  I  had  not  thought  I  p-erceived  my  letters  were 
a  little  lefs  intercfting  to  you  than  formerly.  I 
will  not  tell  you  what  this  idea  is  founded  upon, 
for  I  do  not  know:  it  is  not  a  judgment,  but  a 
fentiment.  It  is  indeed  fo  internal,  that  I  prcfume, 
in  reflefting  on  it^  you  are  not  fenfible  yourfelf  of 
any  change.  The  alteration  in  you,  however,  is 
not  great,  fince  you  notice  my  filence  and  I  re- 
joice at  it.  If  you  had  been  a  woman,  I  fhould  al- 
ready have  made  you  fome  friendly  reproaches  ;  but 
without  knowing  why  or  wherefore,  I  do  not  feel 
myfelf  at  all  indulgently  inclined  towards  you  male 
creatures ;  and  when  I  cannot  believe  in  a  warmth 
of  affedlion,  and  in  a  kindnefs,  at  leaft  equal  to  my 
own,  my  fentiments  concentrate  themfelves,  and  I 
hold  my  tongue  as  a  thing  of  courfe.  Perhaps  this 
will  appear  to  you  to  be  rather  haughty  than  gene- 
rous, and  not  confiftent  v»'ith  the  franknefs  of  friend- 
fhip.    I  cannot  account  for  it ;  but  fo  it  is. 

December  22. 

WHY,  ho^v  now,  my  good  friend  !  you  are  in  a 
terrible  paiiion !  will  you  be  pleafed  to  tell  me  why  ? 
You    men  are  whimfical  creatures:    you  clamour 
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dreadfully  whenever  you  are  told  the  truth,  and  at 
laft  confers  that  it  is  fully  proved. 

Have  I  fcolded  you?  Have  I  made  any  complaint? 
I  ventured  an  obfervation,  which  you  confefs  to  be 
well  founded  ;  and  it  is  for  that  you  are  difpofed 
to  quarrel  with  me.—//  is  ?io  more  'pojfihle  for  the  moral 
fnan  to  remain  always  the  fame^  than  for  the  fJiyfical  man 
fict  to  alter. — This  is  your  anfvver,  and  the  refult  of 
your  examination :  why,  who  contells  eitlier  the  fa£t 
or  the  principle?  /  had  laid  down  the  firfty  as  my 
own  notion:  ^'ou  make  a  m.axim  of  it.  All  this 
comes  to  the  fame  thing  5  nor  can  I  any  longer  un- 
derftand  your  inclination  to  reproach  me,  or  you? 
idea  thai  I  have  deferved  it. 

Am  I  then  fo  much  to  be  blamed  for  the  acute- 
nefs  and  juftncfs  of  my  feelings,  and  for  having  told 
you  frankly  what  they  enabled  n>e  to  perceive  ?" 
You  would,  perhaps,  have  willied  me  to  enter  into 
angry  and  doleful  lamentations :  it  is  the  molt  that 
could  happen  in  a  certain  kind  of  connexion;  but 
in  a  friendihip  like  ours,  the  tone  and  colour  may  be 
more  or  lefs  lively,  and  the  nature  of  the  thing  remain 
for  ever  the  fame.  We  fhall  always  find  in  our 
'  difpofition  and  way  of  thinking  the  fame  reafons  for 
reciprocal  efteem ;  and  in  our  inclinations  and  ideas 
we  lliall  ever  have  the  fame  points  of  contadl^  and  the 
fame  bonds  of  union:  there  is  then  a  degree  of  con- 
fidencir  and  kindnefs  which  will  neceffarily  fubfift 
without  alteration.  There  remains,  for  variety,  the 
greater  or  fmaller  degree  of  attraGion,  eagernefs,  and 
pleafure,  in  cultivating  that  friendfhip:  in  this  refpeft 
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the  field  is  wide  and  open.  You  were  flame  colour 
laft  year ;  you  are  now  of  a  fmoky  grey;  while  I, 
who  never  run  into  extremes,  prelerve  a  pretty  regular 
hue,  and  am  witnefs  to  your  ofcillations  without  con- 
fidering  them  as  ftrange. 

Tranquil  and  facred  friendfhip  has  a  point  of  fup-i 
port  on  which  the  balance  ever  reds.  The  paffions, 
at  once  delightful  and  cruel,  tranfport  us  out  of  our- 
felves,  and  at  laft  defert  us  j  but  (incerity  of  foul,  and 
propriety  of  condu6i:,  the  confidence  of  a  true  and 
feeling  heart,  the  moderation  of  a  well-regulated 
temper,  with  good  and  fixed  principles ;  thefe  are  the 
things  that  infure  the  continuance  of  a  connexion, 
whatever  alteration  it  may  feem  to  fuffer.  Thefe, 
my  worthy  friend,  aflTure  you  that  you  will  find  me 
ever  the  fame.  No  doubt,  as  wife  and  mother,  fixed 
to  a  point,  and  fatisfied  with  thofe  happy  titles,  it  19 
more  eafy  for  me  to  preferve  an  equability  in  my  in- 
tercourfe  with  my  friends,  than  it  can  be  for  you, 
whofe  unfettled  fituation  muft  occafion  a  fiuftuatioa 
in  your  affeSions :  accordingly  I  make  a  due  allow- 
ance for  effeds  and  caufes,  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
I  am  lenfible  of  your  variations,  continue  to  be  your 
friend. 

By  the  way,  I  cannot  help  laughing  at  my  fim* 
plicity  in  making  fo  particular  an  anfvver  to  a  man, 
who,  fince  he  wrote  his  letter,  has  been  thinking  of  fo 
many  other  things  that  he  does  not,  perhaps,  even 
know  what  I  mean. 

However  that  may  be,  I  muft  requeft  you  to  do 
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me  a  piece  af  fervlce  with  all  convenient  fpeed  :  tlie' 
matter  in  queftion  is  as  f  allows: 

A  man  of  excellent  ftnfe,  whom  I  particiilarly 
efteem,  has  undertaken  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration 
on  the  Duke  of  Orleans;  but  does  not  know  very- 
well  what  to  fay,  any  more  than  myfelf.  It  there- 
fore becomes  neceffary  to  colle£l  fafts  and  anecdotes, 
to  come  at  the  public  opinion ;  to  know  fomething-, 
in  fhort,  of  the  habits  of  that  prince,  that  may  ferve 
to  give  an  idea  of  his  way  of  life,  both  in  the  world 
and  in  his  own  family — fomething  that  may  be  brought 
forward  that  will  furnifli  the  means  of  drawing  infer- 
ences, and  admit  of  embellifhment.  Your  acquaint- 
ance is  fufficiently  extenfive  to  enable  you  to  pick  up 
fome  materials.  Try  what  you  can  do,  and  fend  me 
the  refult :  you  can  eafily  perceive  what  I  want.  I 
know  your  activity  is  great,  and  I  depend  on  your 
friendly  exertions. 

My  good  man  is  returned  to  Lyons ;  whence  he 
IS  to  fend  me  your  letter,  which  he  took  for  himfelf^ 
and  to  which  he  requefts  me  to  fay  in  anfwer,  t/iat 
he  does  not  dread  any  one's  reading  wJmt  he  writes  to 
his  friends  ;  that  he  well  knows  peojile  cf  \reat  fe^ifibility 
are  fufpicious,  tincompUant^  and  fofnetimes  even  cruel ; 
that  at  hottoniy  however^  they  are  well  worth  other 
folks ;  that  you  are  very  much  of  that  flarnp  as  well  as 
hirnfelf;  and  it  is,  no  doubt,  on  that  account  he  loves  yai. 
If  by  chance  he  be  in  the  right,  and  if  your  letter,  which 
I  take  to  be  an  anfwer  to  mine,  prove  entirely  for  him, 
you  will  not  fail  to  hear  of  it  in  pretty  plain  terms. 

WHAT 
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Villefranche,  Jan,  24,  1785. 

WHAT  are  we  to  thmk,  my  good  friend,  of 
your  fate,  and  of  our  own?  I  mean  of  the  changes 
th  t  ere  this  have  taken  place  in  your  department, 
and  of  the  little  hade  you  are  in  to  inform  us  of 
them,  as  far  rs  yoj  are  perfonally  concerned.  Do 
you  fuppofe  we  no  longer  feel  fafficiently^  interefted 
5n  that  refpeft,  to  look  upon  you  as  bound  to  fend 
us  fuch  information?  On  what  can  an  error  fo  inju- 
rious to  our  friendfliip  be  founded  ?  I  cannot,  indeed, 
believe  it  exifts.  Bui  hovi^  are  we  to  account  for  your 
filence?  Afluredly,  after  what  you  have  already  in- 
timated to  us,  you  mufl  have  known  for  fome  time 
what  you  have  to  exped  from  changes,  in  which 
your  intereft  could  not  but  be  at  ftake. 

If  any  thing  unpleafant  have  refulted  from  them, 
why  have  you  not  unbofomed  yourfelf  to  your  friends  ? 
If  not,  as  I  am  more  inclined  to  perfuade  myfelf, 
how  have  you  had  the  heart  to  leave  us  fo  long  ia 
fufpenfe  ? 

In  a  word,  whatever  may  have  happened,  and  how- 
ever you  may  be,  write  to  us,  and  do  not  reduce  us  to. 
the  painful  neceflity  of  inquiring  into  the  caufe  of  a, 
filence  which  friendfliip  cannot  brook. 

When  you  have  made  us  eafy  on  your  own  account, 
fend  us  news  of  what  is  pafTing  in  the  capital,  and 
of  the  Cardinal,  of  whom  in  the  country  v/e  no  longer 
know  what  to  think.  I  mufl  once  more  remind  you 
of  the  notes  concerning  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  whofe 
fyneral  oration  is  expected  with  impatience,  while  the 
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author,  in  his  turn,  impatiently  expcfts  the  mforma- 
tion  you  are  to  fend. 

Eudora  grows  tolerably  faft,  and  begins  to  read : 
her  father  is  at  this  moment  very  much  engaged. 
We  all  embrace  you,  and  earneftly  beg  you  will 
fend  us  accounts  of  your  fituation,  of  yourfelf,  of 
yourfelf  again,  and  of  yourfelf  above  every  thing. 
Adieu ! — Do  not  forget  friends  whofe  temper  of  mind, 
and  fituation,  make  them  very  unlikely  to  change  the 
fentimcnts  they  have  felt  for  you  fo  long. 

February  20* 

THIS  Paris  is  an  abyfs,  in  which  it  feen^s  to  mc 
friendftiip  itfelf  and  remembrance  are  fvvallovved  up. 
We  hear  no  more  of  you,  than  if  you  were  dead. 
Even  to  the  very  doftor,  who  is  obftinately  filent  alfo: 
I  fee  plainly  the  capital  fpoils  you  all.  Well  go  on  in 
your  own  way ;  and  only  anfwer  when  you  are  fpokea 
to ;  for  that  appears  to  me  to  be  all  you  are  capable  of 
at  prefent. 

In  the  midft  of  your  bufinefs  and  your  amufe- 
ments,  in  the  raidil  oi  your  changes  of  adminiftration, 
court  intrigues,  academical  cabals,  fcientific  dif- 
coveries,  and  karned  trifles,  fhall  I  venture  to  enter^ 
tain  you  with  an  account  of  our  pleafures  ?  That 
would  be  playing  the  rullic  with  a  vengeance  I  We 
dance,  fmg,  eat,  and  drink  here,  however,  as  well  as 
in  town  ;  but  infte^d  of  entering  the  lifts  of  argument 
againft  all  cl  allengers,  we  only  reafon  in  the  lludy^  by 
way  of  diverfior!. 

I  will 
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I  will  not  tell  you  that  we  ftill  love  you,  before  I 
know  whether  you  are  worthy  of  our  affeftion :  I  poft* 
pone  doing  fo  to  my  next. 

February  3. 

WHY,  upon  my  word,  you  begin  to  be  edifying: 
a  man  who  proves  a  thing  certainly  deferves  fome 
confideration.  But  a  penlmt ! — that  does  not  found 
well ;  and  really,  though  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  you  have 
very  much  the  air  of  one.  However^  in  the  midft  of 
your  grave  and  cenfor-like  ftyle,  a  certain  fomething  is 
perceptible  which  looks  like  ipite  and  malice,  and 
renders  you  a  little  more  amiable.  For  this  once  then 
let  every  thing  be  forgotten,  and  let  us  converfc  like 
reafonable  people. 

I  am  very  glad  you  arc  reading  De  Lolrne, 
and  think  that  he  muft  pleafe  you  much,  ^fpeci- 
ally  confidering  the  obje-fls  of  comparifcn  you  have 
chofem 

But  do  you  know  that  MaflachulTets  is  a  very 
barbarous  name,  and  that  a  man  of  fafliion  was 
never  known  to  utter  fuch  a  word  when  faying  foft 
things  to  one  of  the  fair  fex  ?  I  have  heard  of  a  lady 
who  was  fo  fliocked  at  the  found  of  Tranfylvania,  which 
was  quite  new  to  h^r,  that  (he  defired  the  impertinent 
fellow  who  pronounced  it  to  leave  the  room.  As  to 
me,  I  am  fq  good-natured,  and  am  fo  pleafed  at  your 
not  knowing  what  to  fay,  that  I  forgive  you  every* 
thing  elfe. 

You  wifh  me  to  give  you  fome  account  of  Eu- 
dpra,  who  grows  tail^  reads  fluently,  recites  verfes 
qf  my  compofitioa  to  her  father,  blufhes  up  to  the 
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eyes,  coaxes  and  wheedles  as  cunningly  as  if  (he 
were  already  ten  years  of  age — but  I  muft  not  tell 
you  every  thing  either.    I  fhall  therefore  conclude 
by  conferring,  that  being  ftill  a  cockney  fl?a, 
I  cannot  help  feeling  myfelf  concerned  in  tl 
fare  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  great  town,  ai 
I  fometimes  love  you  in  fpite  of  every  thing. 

March 

WE  never  feel  more  ftrongly  that  we  art 
friends,  than  at  the  moments  when  you  are  aft 
The  little  you  have  told  me,  makes  me  uneafy. 
Ipeak  of  bad  news,  but  without  unbofoming  yv 
felf:  you  are  in  bad  health  and  in  bad  fpirits,  a 
you  content  yourfelf  with  faying  fo,  without  givij 
way,  I  will  not  fay  to  confidence  only,  but  to  th 
cfFufions  of  friendlhip.    Do  you  no  longer  then  thinl 
of  ours  ?  Is  it  no  longer  dear  to  you  r  The  tone  of  in- 
difference in  which  you  write,  is  calculated  to  give  us 
pain,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  are  tormented  by  your 
affliflion. 

Write,  and  explain  yourfelf :  we  fliall  be  uneafy 
till  we  have  further  accounts  from  you,  and  are  waiting 
for  them  with  impatience.  I  only  write  to  re'queft 
that  we  may  hear  from  you.  Our  friend  is  juft  come 
in,  after  getting  tolerably  wet — Believe  me,  you 
occupy  the  thoughts  of  us  all.  Adieu,  my  good  friend  ! 
recline  yourfelf  fometimes  on  the  bofom  of  that  friend- 
fliip  which  has  united  the  whole  of  us  for  e^ 
embrace  you  with  more  tendernefs  than  1  can  find 
words  to  exprefs. 

THE 
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May  3, 

'  THE  refcmblance  between  us  Is  but  fmaJl;  fot 
I  am  going  to  love  you  a  little  more  than  ever;  my 
good  man  is  fet  off,  and  every  thing  about  him  is 
become  more  intcrefling  in  my  eyes.  He  will  foon 
be  in  your  prefence;  you  will  fee  him  ^  you  will  renew 
the  comoa  £t  of  facred  friendfliip ;  imagination  will 
bring  me  into  the  midft  of  you,  and  1  (hall  participate 
in  your  affedlions. 

To-day,  or  to-morrow  week,  the  well-beloved  of  my 
heart  will  arrive  in  your  capital.  On  his  way  he  is  to 
pafs  a  few  days  at  TEpine  and  Longpont.  Let  me* 
hear  of  his  welfare,  and  your  own:  you  will  often  hear 
from  me;  and  I  truft  that  you  will  take  as  much 
pleafure  as  formerly  in  promoting,  and  in  partaking  of 
our  correfpondence. 

I  am  to  go  next  week  into  the  country  with  my 
Eudora,  who  is  fiill  thin  and  weak,  though  advan- 
cing fafl  towards  convalefcence.  I  intend  to  pafs 
the  whole  of  my  widowhood  at  rhe  C/o/e, — It  is  in 
the  midft  of  fields,  and  by  means  of  the  charming 
fpeftacle  of  nature,  I  fliall  fupport  the  abfcnce  of 
him  who  renders  them  more  dear  to  me.  You, 
who  inhabit  a  great  town,  and  many  others  befidcs, 
will  perhaps  confider  tljcfe  ideas,  and  thefe  fenti- 
ments,  as  only  fit  for  ruflics,  or  for  books ;  nor  arc 
they  lefs  ftrange  in  our  little  country  towns,  than  in 
your  capital.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  corruption  is  ftill 
greater  in  the  former,  where  every  little  paflion  is  in- 
ceffantly  fermenting,  and  produces  its  baneful  effeQs 
without  any  compenfation.    The  only  advantage  a 

fmali 


(    I70  ) 

fmall  town  has  over  a  great  one  is,  that  we  can  get 
fooner  out  of  it,  and  may  be  every  day  in  the  fields. 
Adieu  ! — While  I  am  moralizing,  the  clock  is  ftrik- 
ing  twelve  ;  my  mother  is  fcolding,  and  ordering  the 
cloth  to  be  laid,  the  fervants  are  hurrying  about,  an4 
the  child  cries :  whether  inclined  to  eat  or  not,  I  muft 
fit  down  to  table. 

Adieu  !—I  long  to  hear  that  you  and  my  good  man 
have  met:  mind,  beforehand,  that  I  join  in  your  em- 
braces. 

CIo9  la  Platiere»  May  12. 

IN  good  truth,  you  are  no  better  than  a  cameleon, 
or  fomething  worfe.    You  begin  your  letter  in  the 
llyle  of  a  momtehank-,   you  proceed  like  a  man  of 
fenfibility^  and  conclude  like  a  t'ahe.    Tell  me,  in  v/hicl^ 
part  it  is  that  Nature  fhows  herfelf  ? 

I  fliould  like  much  to  prove  to  you  that  my  doubts 
are  well  founded ;  but  I  am  not  dif|\ofed  to  enter  into 
an  argument.  I  would  only  wifh  you  to  know  that 
I  fliall  not  hold  myfelf  obliged  to  you  forxny  hufband's 
conftancy ;  and  that  if  he  were  only  to  difcover  half 
a  Jcruple  of  ficklenefs,  I  fhould  lay  the  blame  upon  you. 
Learn  then,  in  future,  to  employ  more  cunning  and 
duplicity  in  your  nefarious  projeds.  You  have  the  air 
of  a  mere  fchoolboy,  or  a  merry-andrew  5  and  though 
Iam.no  more  than  a  plain  country-woman,  I  could 
buy  and  fell  a  hundred  fuch  as  you,  if  I  chofe  to 
give  myfelf  the  trouble.  It  becomes  you  admira- 
bly to  fay  that  he  ought  no  longer  to  love  me ;  be- 
lieve me,  it  would  become  you  better  to  confefs 
that  you  have  forgot  me  s  for  he  will  do  nothing 
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jbut  what  is  written  above,  as  ()ious.  people  fay.  As 
to  us  women,  the  cafe  is  different— but  the  rain  is 
pver,  a  gleam  of  funlhine  attrafts  mc  nnd  you  mufl: 
not  be  angry  with  the  fun,  if  his  attraftive  force  is 
more  powerful  than  your  own.  I  lay  down  my  pen, 
wifh  you  a  good  night,  and  am  going  to  breathe 
a  little  frefli  air  upon  the  terrace.  Adieu. 

May 

IN  good  faith,  let  it  be  to  either  one  or  the  other, 
you  may  go  alone:  I  am  content  with  the  man  yoi; 
know,  hold  the  devil  in  great  contempt,  and  hardly 
believe  in  God;  but  a  woman  cannot  write  the  re- 
mainder of  my  thoughts. 

It  is  very  fine,  indeed,  to  afk  me  whether  I  love 
you:  pray,  is  that  any  bufinefs  of  yours?  It  would 
be  almofl:  necefTary  for  me  to  fee  you,  in  order  to 
make  you  a  pertinent  anfwer ;  for  all  truths  are 
not  fit  to  be  told ;  and  if  I  had  continued  to  beftow 
my  afFeftion  upon  you,  in  fpite  of  your  being  grown 
a  little  of  a  profligate,  female  dignity  would  not 
have  allowed  me  to  acknowledge  it.  Confefs  your 
peccadilloes  to  me>  if  you  can  find  courage  enough, 
and  then  I  will  tell  you  my  fecret.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  feel  myfelf  much  obliged  to  him,  whoever  he  may 
be,  who  promotes  my  correfpondence  with  my  huf- 
band,  and  I  wiQi  that  he  may  find  fomebody  to  do  him 
the  fame  good  ofiice  with  an  obje6t  worthy  of  his  beft 
aflfedion. 

As  to  me,  I  do  not  fend  you  to  any  body,  for  I 
believe  that  you  laugh  as  much  at  our  Gody  either 
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alone,  or  preceded  by  an  J*y  as  at  the  Cod-damn  of 
our  neigl  bours. 

I  hope  that  my  letter  will  not  find  you  in  Spa^n,  and 
that  you  have  no  realon  to  be  afraid  of  broiling. 

June  2. 

UPON  my  word,  I  am  quite  at  a  lofs  what  to  think. 
You  have  not  then  received  the  fermon  I  preached  to 
my  hufband  concerning  his  mode  of  travelling  ?  You 
have  not  then  received  what  I  wrote  in  anfwer  to  the 
pretty  billet,  which  you  concluded  by  fending  me  to 
God,  or  to  the  devil  ? 

Well!  I  mud  return  to  the  latter  to  tell  you,  that 
as  often  as  I  am  walking  in  peaceful  meditation,  in 
the  midfl:  of  fome  rural  fcene,  of  which  I  relifh  the 
beauties,  it  feems  delightful  to  me  to  owe  the  bleflings 
I  enjoy  to  a  fupreme  intelligence:  at  fuch  times  I  be^ 
lieve  and  adore.  It  is  only  in  the  dufl:  of  the  clofet, 
in  poring  over  books,  or  in  the  buftle  of  the  world, 
while  breathing  the  corruption  of  mankind,  that  thefe 
fentiments  die  away,  and  that  a  jombre  fort  of  reafon 
arifes  enveloped  with  the  clouds  of  doubt,  and  the 
de(Vru£live  vapours  of  increduHty.  How  fond  we 
grow  of  Rouffeaul  how  much  wifdom  and  truth  do  we 
difcover  in  his  works,  when  we  have  nature  and  him 
for  our  fole  companions  ! 

I  bid  you  adieu  then,  in  expeftation  of  the  obferva- 
tions,  which  you  promife  in  the  firft  line,  and  which 
in  the  fecond  you  fay,  you  have  not  time  enough  to 
make. 

*  This  appears  to  be  an  allufion  to  the  valediflion,  J^ieu* 

I  HAVE 
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Villefranchc,  Sunday^  July  9. 

I  HAVE  feen  onr  good  friend :  we  are  met  agair>;, 
and  I  am  determined  he  fhall  no  more  journies 
without  me.  He  was  with  me  in  the  country,  when 
I  received  your  lafl  letter,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
cannot  anfwer,  becaufe  I  left  it  behind  me  at  the  Clofe. 
I  will  only  tell  you,  that  it  gave  me  great  pleafure,  not- 
withflanding  the  greater  pleafure  which  feemed  to 
eclipfe  every  other — the  pleafure  of  feeing  my  turtle- 
dove rtrftored  to  me. 

Your  ftory  of  the  beehives  is  a  very  fine  gafconade  . 
I  inquired  after  your  lofs,  and  your  forrows ;  and  at 
firft  you  did  not  underftand  what  I  meant,  and  then 
you  laughed  in  my  face.  Whenever  you  come  again 
with  your  pitiful  tales^  I  iliall  take  it  for  granted,  that 
you  are  laughing  at  ruftics. 

Adieu ! — Let  us  hear  from  you,  and  believe  us 
ever  and  unalterably  your  friends. 

Awguft  i8, 

OH  !  *a  great  deal  w^orfe  thr.n  giddy — why,  you 
are  incanfiderate,  impertinent — I  know  not  what. 
How  is  it  poffible  that  you  can  ever  exped  me  to 
pardon  you,  for  having  made  me  lofe  my  time  in 
copying  the  moft  tirefome  things  in  the  world  ? 
Copy! — copy! — I  copy  !  why,  it  is  a  degradation,  a 
proranation  ;  it  is  finning  againfl  all  the  laws  of  tafte. 
It  becomes  you  wcW,  after  this,  to  go  fnuffing  the  wind, 
and  ftrutting  along-,  you,  an  interloper  in  the  capital, 
wheiiCe  I  Cciiried  away  a  great  part  of  what  was  good 
for  any  thing.    Do  not  you  know  that  I  nave  upon  my 
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toilet  both  pens  and  journals,  and,  moreover,  verfes 
to  Iris ;  that  I  can  talk  of  my  country-houfe,  of  my 
domeftics,  and  of  the  flupidity  of  the  town  at  this 
time  of  the  year:  that  I  can  pronounce  fentence  upon 
new  books,  fall  in  love  w^ith  a  work  upon  the  report  of 
the  editor  of  the  journal  of  Paris,  pay  visits,  talk  non- 
fenfe,  liflen  to  the  fame,  and  fo  on  ?  Is  not  that  the 
utmoft  effort  of  the  wit  and  art  of  the  elegant  women 
in  the  great  world  ? 

Go  your  ways,  young  gentleman,  you  are  not 
clever  enough  as  yet  for  a  perjifiagey  nor  impudent 
enough  for  fafiiionable  airs  and  graces.  You  ha\^ 
not  even  levity  enough  to  encourage  an  experienced 
woman  to  undertake  your  education,  without  a  rifk 
of  expofing  herfelf.  Go  your  w^ays,  pick  up  infe6ts, 
difpute  with  the  learned  about  a  fnall's  horns,  or  the 
colour  of  a  beetle's  wings  \  but  as  to  the  ladies,  all  you 
are  good  for  is,  to  give  them  the  vapours. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  amiable  family  of  the 
Audrans  for  their  remembrance;  tell  them  fo  when 
you  fee  them,  and  fay  a  thoufand  kind  things  in  my 
name. 

Villefranche,  Nov.  ro. 
ALSO  by  my  fire-fide  ^  but  at  eleven  in  the  morn- 
ing, after  a  quiet  nighty  and  the  various  cares  of  the 
morning,  my  hulband  at  his  deik,  my  girl  knitting, 
and  I  chatting  with  the  former,  overlooking  the  latter*s 
work,  enjoying  my  warm  and  comfortable  fituation,  in 
the  midft  of  my  dear  little  family,  and  writing  to  a 
friend,  while  the  fnow  is  falling  upon  fo  many 
wretched  beings,   overwhelmed  with   poverty  and 

affli£lion^ 


affliaion,  I  compaffionate  their  miferable  fate  ;  I  revert 
with  pleafure  to  my  own,  and  at  this  moment  make  no 
account  of  the  unpleafant  connexions  and  circum- 
fiances  that  fometimes  feem  to  detradi  from  my  feli- 
city.   I  rejoice  at  being  reftored  to  my  accuflomed 
way  of  life.    We  have  had  at  our  houfe  thefe  two 
months  a  charming  woman,  whofe  beautiful  profile 
and  pointed  nofe,  would  make  you  fall  in  love  at  firft 
fight.    She  was  the  caufe  of  my  going  a  good  deal 
abroad,  and  receiving  company  at  home;   and  was 
tnuch  carrefied  by  every  body  here.    We  intermingled 
this  difllpated  life  with  peaceful  days  pafTed  in  tnc 
country,  and,  what  was  ftill  better,  with  agreeable 
evenings,  employed  in  reading  out  to  one  another, 
and  in  converfing  upon  the  fubjeSs  fuggefted  by  our 
books.    At  lensrth  it  is  necefiarv  to  return  to  our 
accuftomed  way  of  life.    We  are  alone,  and  I  am  de- 
lighted at  finding  myfelf  in  the  little  circle  neareft  the 
centre:  fo  much  fo,  that,  in  fpite  of  prefling  folicita- 
tions,  and  almoit  all  engagement  to  pafs  a  part  of  the 
winter  at  Lyons,  I  have  taken  the  refolution  of  nou 
quitting  the  dove-cot :  my  good  man,  however,  cannot 
do  othervvife  than  vifit  the  principal  town  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  make  a  confiderable  ftay  there 5  but  I  fliall 
let  him  go  alone,  to  cultivate  our  connexions,  follow 
his  adminiftrative  bufinefs,  and  amufe  himfelf  at  the 
academy.    I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  my  folitude  for 
the  whole  of  the  winter,  and  fhall  only  leave  it 
when  the  fine  weather  fets  in,  in  order  to  fpread 
my  wings  in  the  beams  of  the  vernal  fun.    I  fmiled 
at  the  conclufions  you  draw  concerning  what  muft 
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necefiarily  have  been  thought  of  me,  and  what  may 
be  expecled,  as  to  gaming  and  vifiting;  and  faid  to 
myfelf.  This  is  the  way  in  which  our  natural  philo- 
fophers,  chymilh,  and  all  the  reft  of  our  learned 
men,  reafon.  They  fet  off  from  of  which  they 
neither  know  the  caufe,  nor  the  connexion;  fupply 
the  deficiency  by  conjefture ;  varnifli  over  the  whole 
w^ith  a  jargon  of  fine  words,  and  gravely  give  the 
falfell  refults  in  the  world,  as  if  they  were  palpable 
truths, 

Becaufe  upon  a  ftranger's  account  I  went  into 
fociety,  where  any  one  might  have  feen  that  I  made 
as  good  a  figure  as  my  neighbours,  and  have  judged 
that  I  muft  be  very  fond  of  home  to  remain  there 
alone,  while  qualified  upon  occafion  to  receive 
company,  and  to  do  the  honours  of  my  houfe,  Mr. 
Philofopher  nuifl  needs  take  upon  him  to  decide, 
that  I  have  determined  to  live  like  other  country 
ladies,  always  from  home,  and  for  ever  at  the  card- 
table. 

Becaufe  I  am  aftonifhed  that  the  child  of  a  man 
of  feeling,  and  of  a  good-natured  woman,  fhould  be 
of  fo  obftinate  a  temper  as  only  to  be  overcome  by 
harfli  meafures,  and  becaufe  I  regret  the  feverity  I  am 
obliged  to  affume  in  order  to  make  her  bend  beneath 
the  yoke  of  necefTity,  this  w^ondcrful  reafoner  imme- 
diately concludes  that  I  have  caught  the  contagion, 
and  that  my  daughter  will  foon  have  an  iron  collar 
round  her  neck,  and  a  clog  to  her  leg.  Poor  young 
man  !  if  you  fucceed  no  better  in  your  ftudles,  I  pity 
you  for  lofing  fo  much  time.    If  you  had  been  with 
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me  thefe  three  months,  you  would  have  come  at  a 
knowledge  of  more  truths,  perhaps,  than  you  will 
difcover  for  a  long  while  to  come.  In  the  firl't  place, 
you  would  have  become  acquainted  with  all  the 
people  of  note  in  a  country  town;  I  (hould  have 
affifted  you  in  judging  of  the  difpofition,  inclinations, 
talents,  and  pretcnfions  of  every  individual;  of  the 
relation  of  each  to  all  the  reft,  and  of  one  to  another; 
of  their  plans,  duties,  and  paflions ;  of  the  public 
and  private  operations  of  the  latter;  of  their  influence 
upon  important  meafurcs,  and  upon  anions  the  mod 
infignificant;  of  the  refult  of  all  thefe  things  in  regard 
to  general  manners,  and  thofe  of  private  families, 
&;c.  It  would  have  been  a  much  more  complete  courfe 
of  philofophy,  ethics,  and  even  of  politics,  than  what 
you  will  be  able  to  make  up,  in  whole  years,  from  your 
incoherent  and  fcattered  obfervations.  From  thence 
I  fhould  have  carried  you  to  the  country,  in  company 
with  an  Italian  lady,  full  of  fire,  wit,  graces,  and  ta- 
lents, and  joining  to  all  thefe  good  qualities,  a  found 
judgment,  a  confiderable  portion  of  knowledge,  and 
an  excellent  heart ;  with  a  German  lady,  gentle  by 
nature,  rendered  grave  by  a  republican  education, 
fimple  in  her  manners,  and  combining  great  good 
nature  with  very  uncommon  information ;  and  with 
a  man  of  a  referved  difpofition,  but  good  tem- 
pered, witty,  and  polite.  The  other  perfonages  you 
are  acquainted  with.  Such  is  the  compofition  of  our 
domeflic  circle  during  the  prefent  vacation  ;  to  which 
may  be  added,  a  few  perfons  of  the  neighbourhood, 
with  feveral  originals,  who  fet  themfelves  above  every 
VOL.  II.  PART  IV.  N  body 
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body  e!fe.  Befides  this,  you  would  have  entire 
liberty,  wholefome  nourifhment,^  paffable  wine,  long 
walks,  long  converfations,  entertaining  readings,  &:c. 
Heave  you  to  judge  whether  your  courfe  of  philofophy 
would  not  have  terminated  pleafantly. 

In  the  next  place,  you  muft  know  that  Eudora  reads 
weH  ;  begins  to  leave  off  all  playthings  hut  the  needle ; 
amnfes  herfelf  in  making  geometrical  figures;  is  en- 
tirely unfettered  by  drefs  j  has  no  idea  of  the  value  fet 
upon  fcraps  of  gauze  and  ends  of  ribbons;  thinks 
herfelf  fine  when  Hie  is^  told  that  flie  is  good,  and 
has  a  clean  white  frock  on,  and  looks  upon  a  cake, 
given  widi  a  kifs,  as  the  greatefl:  of  all  poffible  rewards. 
You  mull  know  too,  that  her  fits  of  ill  humour  are 
more  unfrequent,  and  of  fiiorter  duration ;  that  (he 
walks  in  the  dark  as  well  as  by^  daylight,  is  afraid  of 
nothing,  and  does  not  think  it  worth  while  to  tell  a 
lie  on  any  occafion  whatever.  Add  to  this,  that  fhe  is 
five  years  and  fis  weeks  old  ;  that  I  do  not  perceive 
that  flie  has  falfe  idras  on  any  fubjeft,  of  importance 
at  leaft;  and  you  will  allow,  that  if  her  obftinacy  has 
■fatigued  me,  if  her  fancies  have  made  me  unealy,  anrf 
if  her  carelefs  indiftlrrence  has  rendered  it  more  diflicult 
for  us  to  keep  her  under,  our  pains,  neverthelefs,  have 
not  been  thrown  away. 

Upon  fumming  up  every  thing,  I  found  by  your 
letter  that  all  the  reafoning,  of  which  you  were  your- 
fclf  the  dire6\  obje£t»  was  very  juft;  that  you  under- 
ftood  verv  well  what  w^as  conducive  to  your  prefent 
and  future  happinefs;  and  that,  confequently,  you 
were  a  better  philofopher  than  three-fourths  of  man- 
kind. 
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kind.  Continue  at  the  fame  time  to  be  a  good  friend, 
and  yoU  will  always  bear  a  high  value  in  our  eyes,  and 
in  thofe  of  all  good  men.  Adieu  ! — Noon  approaches, 
and  I  fliall  be  called  to  dinner.  I  have  only  time  to 
embrace  you  in  the  name  of  the  whole  family,  Eudora 
included,  who  ftiil  remembers  you,  or  your  name. 

Clos  la  Platih-ey  Odober  3* 

YOUR  fervent  prayers  have  recalled  me  from 
the  abode  of  (liadovvs,  and  I  can  once  more  converfe 
with  the  living.  I  did  not  lofe  fight  of  you  in  the 
other  world;  but  I  faw  you  only  in  the  diftance, 
like  thofe  fleeting  clouds  which  appear  upon,  and 
are  hardly  didinguilliable  from,  the  horizon.  Your 
orifons,  and  your  efforts  to  attracSl  attention,  brought 
me  back  to  you  worldly  folks  with  additional  expe- 
rience. When  I  had  inhabited  only  one  planet,  I 
thought  it  was  pofTible  to  culti^'ate  the  acquaintance 
of  its  inhabitants,  without  injury  to  our  intercourfe 
with  the  men  of  another.  But  I  plainly  perceive 
that  it  is  not  the  cafe ;  and  that  Proferpine  w^as  in 
the  right  to  divide  the  year  alternately  between 
Pluto  and  Ceres.  As  long  as  I  remained  in  the 
ftudy,  nailed  down  to  my  delk,  you  heard  from  me 
often^  and  could  judge  of  my  way  of  life,  and  per-^ 
haps  of  my  heart,  by  my  correfpondence ;  but  as  long 
as  that  correfpondence  was  kept  up  with  fpirit,  the 
people  in  our  neighbourhood,  and  of  our  town, 
looked  upon  me  as  a  hermit^  who  could  only  con- 
verfe with  the  dead,  and  v;ho  difcained  all  com- 
merce with  her  fellow-creatures.  I  laid  down  my 
pen-,   fufpei'id^d  my  literary  labours;  walked  forth 
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from  my  miifeum,  mixed  in  the  world,  and  fuf- 
fcred  It  to  approach  me;  talked,  ate,  danced,  and 
laughed,  like  other  people,  with  every  body  that 
came  in  my  way;  and  then  my  neighbours  per- 
ceived that  I  was  neither  an  owl,  nor  a  conftella- 
tlon,-  nor  a  female  pedant ;  but  a  being  both  tole- 
rable and  tolerant ;  while  you,  on  the  other  hand, 
thought  me  dead.  I  am  about  to  refume  my  ftudies, 
to  return  to  my  fohtude,  and  expeft  to  hear  you  alter 
your  note  once  more. 

What  have  yott  been  doing  all  the  while  ?  You 
have,  no  doubt,  increafed  the  fum  of  your  know- 
ledge;  but  have  you  augmented  your  flrength  of 
mind,  fo  as  to  take  mankind  as  you  find  them,  the 
world  as  it  goes,  and  fortune  in  whatever  fliape  flie 
may  prefent  herfelf?  As  to  me,  I  am  in  fuch  a 
ftate  as  no  longer  to  care  about  any  thing  that  may 
contribute  to  that  end.  This  you  will  fay  is  eafy 
for  a  perfon  whofe  neft  is  feathered ;  and  who  has 
a  mate  to  help  her  to  philofophize,  and  the  relt  of  it; 
but  there  are  a  number  of  circumftances  and  thino:s 
which  are  independent  of  all  this,  and  which  have 
an  influence  over  our  happinefs:  that  influence  it  is 
that  my  reafon  turns  to  good,  or  reduces  to  a  cipher. 

Only  think  how  nice"^  (gent ilk)  I  am! — l^ice I  this 
is  not  faying  a  little;  for  you  mull  know  that  at 
Vilkfranchey  in  the  Beaujolols,  the  word  mce,  applied 

*  As  it  was  impoflible  to  tranflate  the  word  gent  die  by  any  cor- 
refponding  word  in  EngUih,  fo  as  to  retain  the  abfurdity  which 
Madam  Roland  ridicules,  the  tranflator  has  fubftituted  the  word 
Ttice,  which  fometimes  fuffers  a  fimilar  perrerfion  of  fcnfe  in  this 
country,  and  almoft  always  in  New  England. 

to 
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to  either  man  or  woman,  means  the  praflice  of  virtue, 
the  love  of  ftudy,  good  fenfe,  adlivity,  &c  Accord- 
ngly  you  are  a  7uce  man,  if  you  do  your  duty  as  a 
citizen,  or  a  maglflrate,  or  any  thing  elfe.  You 
cannot  laugh  more  than  I  do  when  I  hear  it  gravely 
faid  of  a  father  of  a  family,  or  of  a  good  advocate, 
that  he  is  a  72ice  man.  We  are  pretty  fpoken  peo- 
ple in  this  country!  An(\  in  that  uhich  you  inhabit, 
are  the  confequential,  the  fwaggcrcrs,  the  Crcefufes, 
and  the  great  talkers,  as  much  refpefled  as  ever  ? 
As  to  you,  whom  1  think  I  fee  at  this  moment,  talk- 
ing faft,  walking  like  lightning,  with  a  look  which 
fometimes  indicates  fenfibility,  and  fometimes  gid- 
dinefs,  but  which  never  has  any  thing  commanding 
about  it,  when  you  affect  to  look  grave,  becaufe  on 
fuch  occafions  you  make  Lavaterkal  grimaces,  and 
becaufe  aftivity  alone  becomes  your  countenance ; 
you,  whom  we  love  with  all  our  hearts,  and  who 
deferve  our  affeftion,  tell  us  if  the  prefent  you  be 
fupportahle,  and  the  future  promifmg  s  for  this  it  is 
that  conftitutes  the  happinefs  of  that  age,  when  the 
illufions  of  youth  vanilh,  and  the  cares  of  ambition 
begin. 

January  19. 

YOUR  adulation,  my  dear  friend,  was  thrown 
away :  my  lord  and  mafter  is  not  yet  returned,  and 
I  was  not  in  a  humour  to  be  puffed  up  \  but  on  his 
account  1  feci  myfcif  obliged  to  you  for  your  inten- 
tion On  my  own^  I  thank  you  for  your  agreeable 
little  letter,  (he  receipt  of  which  gave  me  much 
pleafure, 

N3  I  did 
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I  did  not  imagine  you  were  a  Jew  in  any  part  of 
your  charafter  j  but  I  find  you  not  a  little  of  a  rogue 
in  your  way  of  excufing  your  want  of  memory. 

We  h  ave  had  a  variety  of  ftories  told  us  here 
^bout  your  Lyceum,  in  which  the  parliament  in* 
terferes,  by  way  of  giving  Monfieur  de  la  Harpe  a 
rap  upon  the  knuckles:  pray  is  there  any  truth  in 
it? 

I  keep  your  third  page  for  my  well-beloved,  who 
will  be  fenfible  of  its  excellence.  As  to  unworthy 
me,  I  like  Ariofto's  follies  better  than  all  the  truths 
of  your  learned  doflors,  with  their  hard  names,  which 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  pronouncing. 

To-morrow  will  be  one  of  my  happy  days;  I  fhall 
fee  my  friend  after  two  months'  abfence.  My  heart 
bounds  at  the  thought,  as  much  as  it  did  feven  years 
ago. 

Eudora  gives  you  as  good  as  you  bring,  without 
ceremony,  and  without  malice ;  but  if  you  were  a 
hundred  leagues  nearer,  it  is  poffible  that  there  might 
be  a  little  pouting. 

May  2. 

WHAT  is  come  to  you  then,  my  good  old  friend  ? 
We  hear  no  more  about  you :  we  only  receive  a 
few  fnort  lines  announcing  fom.e  inclofure,  or  giving 
us  an  account  of  fome  commifTion  you  have  been 
good  enough  to  uncleitake;  but  not  a  fingle  word 
of  friendihip  ^  not  one  of  thofe  little  cirticles  of  chit^ 
chat,  w^hich  are  fo  exprefhve  of  it,  becaufe  they  pro- 
ceed from  the  fullnefs  of  the  heart,  and  are  given  with 
^  confidence  of  their  proving  interefling.    Do  you  no 
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longt^r  love  us  ?  Have  you  met  with  better  friends, 
with  perlbns  who  value  you  more  liighly,  who  cherifh 
you  more,  or  are  more  defirous  of  cultivating  with  you 
an  agreeable  and  lafling  connexion,  founded  upon 
reciprocal  efteem,  and  fimilarity  of  tafte  and  incli- 
nations ? 

I  fliall  not  envy  you  the  happinefs  of  having  met 
with  beings  of  more  analogous  minds,  who  enable 
you  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  that  refults  from  the  com. 
munication  of  your  thoughts  and  fentimentsj  but  I 
fliall  complain  of  your  feeming  to  forget  thofe  with 
whom  you  formerly  partook  of  that  fatisfaftion,  I 
know  that  I  have  for  fome  time  paft  written  lefs 
frequently  than  before;  but  I  have  told  you  the 
reafon.  You  ought  to  have  pitied  us  on  account 
of  the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  and  variety  of  cares, 
that  prevented  us  from  contributing  as  much  as 
ufual  to  the  commerce  of  iriendlliip,  and  not  to 
have  written  the  lels  on  that  account  yourfelf^  but 
the  contrary. 

It  is  by  mutually  fupplying  each  other's  deficiencies* 
according  to  circumftances,  tiiat  we  keep  up  the  facred 
iiame  of  fricndlliip,  ot  which  candt)ur,  fmipliciiy,  un- 
bounded afie6iion  and  indiilgence,  are  the  neceflary 
attributes.  lo  proceed  therefore  according  to  my 
principles,  I  forgive  you  whatever  i  may  i  ave  reafon  to 
complain  of,  and  1  dedicate  to  you  the  firfl  uiomcnts, 
not  ot  leifure,  but  of  liberty,  which  i  can  find  in  the 
midll  of  the  more  peaceful,  though  very  bufy  lite  to 
\yhich  I  am  returned, 
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We  havejuft  paffed  three  weeks  at  Lyons,  when 
the  neceffity  of  cultivating  a  variety  of  acquaintance 
and  connexions,  and  of  fulfilling  the  engagements 
they  led  us  to  contradl,  did  not  leave  me  a  moment 
to  myfelf. 

Let  us  know  then  what  your  feelings  are:  take 
a  folitary  walk:  you  ufed  to  tell  me,  that  it  was  in 
folitude  that  you  became  fenfible  that  you  had  friends 
and  a  heart ;  I  hope  that  in  fuch  moments  we  are 
not  forgotten. — Is  the  revolution  in  public  affairs 
likely  to  produce  any  in  your  department  ?  Can  you 
devife  any  project  for  your  more  rapid  promotion  ? 
Or  do  you  continue  to  confole  yourfelf  for  the  con- 
trary by  the  pleafures  of  ftudy  ?  They  are  certainly 
great  tor  a  philofophic  mind.  I  lately  met  with  a 
man  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  preceptor,  who  is  happy 
in  that  fituation,  and  confoles  himfelf,  by  ftudy,  for 
a  fortune  of  thirty  thoufand  livres  a  year,  which  he 
cither  loft  or  fquandered  away.  Much  may  be  owing 
to  his  difpofition,  it  is  true :  and  it  muft  be  confefTed, 
that  we  often  give  credit  to  philofophy  for  what 
is  produced  by  a  man's  temper  of  mind. 

0<f\ober  20. 

I  RECOLLECT  a  certain  certificate  of  confef- 
fion  which  you  forwarded  me:  it  contains  an  abfo' 
lution  in  proper  form  and  I  feel  myfelf  difpofed  to 
jTiake  a  return  for  the  favour :  good  day  then ,  peace 
be  with  you.  Perhaps  I  ftiould  have  anfvvered  it 
fooner,  if  I  had  had  more  time:  bufmefs  on  the  one 
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hand,  cares  on  the  other,  and  company  into  the  bar* 
gain,  are  more  than  enough  to  fill  up  the  day,  and  to 
take  away  the  defire,  or  the  power,  of  entering  into 
chat  with  our  diftant  friends  ^  befidcs — but  we  will  fay 
no  more  on  that  fubjeft. 

Whenever  I  have  had  a  few  moments  to  myfelf, 
I  have  employed  them  in  digelling  my  little  tour 
through  Switzerland ;  to  which  I  do  a  greater  honour, 
as  you  may  perceive,  than  to  the  one  I  made  through 
England.  I  have  not  yet  finilhed  itj  nor  do  I  know 
when  I  fliall.  Notwithftanding,  however,  the  rain, 
the  wind,  the  hail,  and  the  cold,  which  befiege  us 
during  our  vintage,  and  prevent  its  completion,  I  am 
confined  here  for  a  good  part  of  the  winter.  You, 
good  folks  of  the  capital,  ought  to  be  much  edified 
at  feeing  one  of  your  country-women  fet  herfelf  down 
in  the  midft  of  the  woods,  where  tlie  wolves  are  howl- 
ing, while  the  neighbouring  mountains  are  covered 
with  fnow.  But  according  to  you,  what  fignifies 
the  retreat  we  inhabit  when  once  we  are  out  of  Paris  ? 
Lyons,  or  the  woods  of  Alix,  are  all  one  in  your  eyes. 
What  have  you  to  tell  me  that  is  worth  hearing?  Pray 
let  me  know  how  you  keep  your  head  in  order.  As 
to  your  heart,  it  is  a  good  fort  of  heart  at  bottom, 
and  would  go  on  very  well,  were  it  not  for  that  fame 
head,  which  fometimes  leads  it  aftray.  And  then  the 
fciences,  and  your  folitude  ?  Have  you  found  any 
means  of  rendering  them  compatible  with  one  another, 
or  do  you  court  them  by  turns?  Among  fo  many 
revolutions,  which  threaten  fo  many  perfons,  does  your 
f;t nation  promife  you  promotion?  Now  take  up  your 
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pen  in  your  turn;  let  us  hear  from  you,  and  let  us 
firengihen  the  bonds  of  a  friendfliip  of  fo  many  years 
ftanding. 

Od'ober  24, 

I  AM  glad  you  join  me  in  my  deteftation  of  this  ever- 
lafting  guzzling,  and  thefe  flovenly  houfes.  If  1  could 
do  as  I  like,  or  were  alone  with  my  turtle-dove,  I  would 
not  give  a  dinner  for  thefe  three  years  to  come ;  but 
would  have  elegant  apartments  in  town,  and  a  delight- 
ful little  box  at  the  Cloje:  but  according  to  all  ap. 
pearance  I  fhall  not  go  to  paradife  in  fuch  a  hurry. 

The  wind  which  is  here  called  the  hije  (the  north- 
eaft)  is  blowing  s  and  I  keep  a  Chriftmas  fire.  The 
lefler  veronica  and  pimpernel  are  hardly  to  be  feen 
in  the  fields ;  and  in  the  hedges  there  is  nothing 
but  half-blown  violets  and  primrofes  peeping  out 
from  among  the  leaves.  I  have  met  with  a  kind  of 
infe£t  refembhng  the  little  wood-lice,  that  are  found 
running  about  in  clcfets  among  books  and  papers, 
only  a  great  deal  larger,  that  takes  up  its  abode  in 
the  (hell  of  a  fnail,  exaflly  as  the  hermit^  does  in 
that  which  it  adopts.  It  was  my  intention  to  go 
to  Lyons  next  month  j  but  I  am  prevented  by 
houfchold  affairs,  and  regret  it  much ;  for  I  am 
very  defirous  of  improving  my  acquaintance  wiih 
Madam  de  Villiers:  fhe  is  the  only  woman  I  can 
find  to  my  liking  in  this  quarter  of  the  world:  fhe 
is  polite,  kind-hearted,  gentle,  modefl,  like  her  for. 
tune,  goes  little  into  company,  is  very  well  informed, 
and  exceedingly  attached  to  her  hulband,  who  is 

♦  A  marine  animal  of  the  cancer  kind. 
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mnch  older  than  heifelf,  6nd  whofe  labours  In  the 
ftudy  flie  partakes  of.  I  do  not  know  if  you  are 
acquainted  with  that  grave  philofopher;  an  excel- 
lent man  at  bottom,  very  flifF  in  his  opinions  and 
manners,  tolerably  well  verfed  in  chemiftry,  and 
various  other  branches  of  the  fciences,  and  particu- 
.>rly  (killed  in  entomology.  He  has  a  very  intereft- 
ing  cabinet  of  infedls,  collefled  by  himfelf  and  his 
wife.  This  is  almoft  the  only  connexion,  either 
^t  Lyons  or  here,  that  has  any  charms  for  me.  I 
iiiould,  however,  have  occafion  to  fee  in  the  for- 
mer place  feveral  very  interefling  perfons  in  various 
points  of  view.  Bufinefs  mud  take  place  of  every 
thing :  I  therefore  leave  you  in  hail:e  to  make  up 
for  the  half  hour  1  have  devoted  to  you. 

April  6,  1788. 

REALLY  and  truly,  my  good  friend,  I  have 
been  thinking  of  applying  to  a  third  perfon,  in 
order  to  learn  what  is  become  of  you:  it  is  fo  long 
fince  we  have  had  any  accounts  from  you,  exprelTed 
in  the  tone  of  confidence,  which  ke^ps  up  that  of 
one's  friends,  that  1  almofl:  doubt  whether  my  cor- 
rcfpondence  upon  the  old  footing  will  be  well  re-^ 
ceived. 

Have  we  not  a  new  acquaintance  to  make?  Or 
do  you,  who  formerly  wrote  me  w^ord  that  you 
changed  every  year,  refemble  {he  you  of  three  years 
ago  ?  It  is  highly  neceflary  that  you  fliould  let  me 
know  5  for  however  long  we  may  f  ip|  ofe  the  teie- 
fcope  to  be,  mine  does  oot  enable  me  10  fee  things 
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a  hundred  leagues  off.    I  can  only  judge  by  approxi- 
mation.   For^inflance,  I  recolleft  to  have  known  you 
in  pcfleffion  of  a  true  and  affeflionate  heart;  and  as 
that  is  a  thing  which  does  not  eafily  change  its 
nature,  I  fuppofe  you  in  poffeffion  of  it  flill,  and 
love  you  accordingly.     But  it  feems  to  me  alfo, 
that  you  are  fomerimes,  in  your  mode  of  expreffjon, 
and  in  your  ftyle,  the  revcrfe  of  good  nature,  or 
thereabouts;  it  fee.vs  to  me  alfo,  that  you  do  not 
like  to  be  told  of  it ;   but  then  I  recolle£t  chat  I 
have  paid  you  in  your  own  coin,  when  your  ill-tem- 
per has  made  me  lofe  mine,  and  I  afk  myfelf  in 
what  (tate  things  ^re  at  present?  Is  the  tinge  grown 
deeper,  or  's  it  gone  off?   I  am  for  tlie  latter  fide 
of  *he  queflion,  when  I  figure  to  myfelf  the  effe(!ts 
of  {>uciy,  of  meditation,  and  of  happy  inclinations ; 
but  I  ami  for  the  former  when  I  confider  the  influ- 
er  ce  of  the  world,  the  fociety  of  fools,  the  fenfe  of 
injuftice,  and  the  hatred  of  prejudices,  and  of  ty- 
ranny.   I  fliall  therefore  continue  in  this  ftate  of  in- 
certitude, until  you  remove  my  doubts.    But  that 
you  may  have  none  in  regard  to  me,  I  will  give  you 
my  barometer,  as  it  flands  in  the  different'  places 
I  inhabit.    In  the  country,  I  forgive  every  thing : 
whenever  you  know  me  to  be  there,  you  may  ven- 
ture to  fhew  yourfelf,  fuch  as  you  are,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  writing :  an  original,  a  cenfor,  or,  if  needs 
muft,  m.orofe:  my  ftock  of  indulgence  is  inexhauft- 
ible,  and  my  friendfliip  tolerates  all  kinds  of  ap- 
pearances, and  every  fort  of  tone.    At  Lyons  I  make 
a  ieft  of  every  thing j  the  company  I  fee  there  puts 
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me  in  good  humour,  my  imagination  grows  more 
lively,  and  if  you  roufc  it,  you  mufl:  take  the  con- 
fequcnces ;  it  will  not  let  a  joke  efcape,  without 
fending  it  back  with  a  fliarper  point.  At  Ville- 
franche  I  deliberate  upon  every  thing,  and  fome- 
times  am  a  ccnfor  in  my  turn.  Grave,  and  full  of 
bufmefs,  I  receive  the  due  imprelTion  from  every 
thing;  I  faffer  that  impreflion  to  be  feen  without 
difguife ;  and  am  more  than  ufually  inclined  to 
reafon,  though  my  feelings  there  are  as  flrong  as 
elfe  where. 

You  muft  allow  that  I  give  you  great  advantage 
in  the  game:  you  know  all  my  cards  before  I  fee 
yours.    Amidft  all  this  I  do  not  forget  your  dilTer- 
tations,  which  are  not  at  all  in  my  favour:  they 
take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time,  damp  your  ima- 
gination, and  do  not  leave  room  for  the  lead  word 
of  friendihip.    I  no  longer  know  whether  your  fyi-» 
logifms  arc  in  haroco  or  in  ferifon ;  and  having  for- 
gotten Arillotlc's  Categories,  being  acquainted  with 
no  infe61  but  the  lady-bird^  knowing  nothing  of  Lin- 
nasus  but  a  fcore  of  phrafes  for  culinary  and  medi- 
cinal purpofes,  I  am  fadly  afraid  left  our  friendfliip 
iliould  fail  for  want  of  fomc  rally ing-point.    By  way 
of  reviving  it,  I  will  fpeak  to  you  of  my  daughter, 
whom  you  are  pleafed  with,  becaufc  (lie  puts  me  out 
of  all  patience.    In  the  firft  place,  flie  has  fiill  that 
claim  to  your  kindncfs,  although  flie  gives  me  hopes 
that  it  will  not  always  be  the  fame;  flie  begins  to  fear 
reproaches  almoft  as  much  as  doing  penance  upon  dry 
breads  flie  is,  perhaps,  more  fenfiblc  of  the  approba- 
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tion  beftowcd  vipoii  her  when  ihe  behaves  well,  than 
of  the  pleafure  of  eating  a  bit  of  fugar;  and  is  fonder 
of  being  carefTed^  than  with  playing  with  her  dolL 
What  a  fad  degeneration,  you  will  fay ;  what  a  fine 
progrefs  we  have  made  ! 

She  is  very  fond  of  writing  and  dancing,  becaufe 
thev  are  employments  that  do  not  fatigue  her  head, 
and  will  make  a  great  proficiency  in  both.  Read- 
ing amufes  her,  when  flie  has  nothing  to  do  that 
flie  likes  better,  which  does  not  freqnently  happen : 
but  fhe  cannot  bear  flories  that  require  rrore  than 
half  an  hour  to  come  to  the  end  :  fhe  is  ftUl  a  long 
way  off  from  Robinfon  Crufoe.  The  harpfichord 
fometimes  makes  her  gape:  it  requires  the  head 
to  work,  and  that  is  a  thing  flie  docs  not  excel  in: 
there  are  founds,  however,  that  (lie  is  fond  of,  and 
w^hen  fhe  has  ftrummed  an  air  of  The  Three  FarmerSy 
with  both  hands,  (lie  does  not  fail  to  be  mightily 
proud  of  her  performance;  and  to  repeat  three  or 
four  notes  that  pleafe  her  five  or  fix  times  over. 
She  is  very  fond  of  a  clean  white  frock,  becaufe  fhe 
is  the  prettier  for  it,  and  becaufe  (he  thinks  it  muft 
make  her  appear  more  cigreeabie.  She  does  not  fuf- 
pefl  that  there  are  rich  drefles  which  entitle  the 
wearers  to  greater  confideration,  and  likes  a  leather 
fhoe  bound  with  rofe-coloured  ribands,  better  than 
one  of  filk  of  a  Jombre  hue.  But  (lie  would  like  Hill 
better  to  be  running  about  in  the  country,  than  to 
be  neatly  drelled,  and  to  fit  primming  up  in  com- 
pany. She  has  a  ftrong  inclination  to  fay  and  do 
the  very  contrary  of  what  flie  is  defired,  becaufe  fhe 
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thinks  It  agreeable  to  a£l  in  her  own  way;  and  this 
fomelimes  carries  her  to  great  lengths.  B.it  as  flie 
3s  fure  to  be  repaid  with  intercfi,  fhe  begins  to  fuf- 
pcd:  that^e  mig  t  do  better,  and  g:v.:s  herfelf  as 
much  credit  for  an  a61  of  obedience,  as  we  fliould 
do  for  a  fublime  effort  of  the  mind.  Her  fair  hair 
takes  every  day  a  deeper  hue.  Her  complexion  is 
rather  pale,  unlefs  when  flie  takes  fome  violent 
exercife.  She  fometimes  bluflies  from  embarafTment, 
and  is  aKvavs  in  great  hafic  to  make  me  acquainted 
with  any  blunder  that  flie  has  committed.  She  is 
Very  fliong,  and  her  temperament  has  fome  refem- 
blance  to  that  of  her  father.  She  is  now  fix  years, 
fix  months,  and  two  days  old.  Although  fne  plays 
a  great  deal  with  her  father,  flie  reveres  him  fo  highly, 
that  flie  begs  of  me  as  the  greatefl  favour  poflible, 
to  conceal  her  little  mifdemeanours  from  his  know- 
ledge. She  fears  me  lefs,  and  fometimes  fpeaks  to 
me  in  a  very  flighting  way:  but  I  am  her  confidant 
upon  all  occafions;  and  flie  is  very  much  at  a  lofs 
Tvhat  to  do  when  we  quarrel,  for  flie  has  then. nobody 
to  whom  to  apply  for  any  indulorence,  nor  to  v/hom 
to  tell  her  little  tales.  We  arc  in  doubt  whether  we 
fhall  have  her  inoculated  or  not;  it  is  a  queflion 
that  gives  great  anxietv  and  occupation  to  my  mind. 
If  it  were  for  a  perfon  lefs  dear  to  me,  I  fliould  eafily 
come  to  a  decifion,  for  probabilities  are  mirch  in 
favour  of  the  operation  ^  but'  1  fliouid  never  forgive 
myfelf  for  having  expofod  her  to  the  unfavourablcf 
chance  if  ihe  flibuld  prove  the  vif^ira  of  it,  and  fliould 
rather  wifli  that  ftie  might  be  cut  off  by  the  hand  of 
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Nature,  tlian  that  it  fiiould  happen  by  my  megjis. 
Befides,  I  dread  the  taint  of  a  ftranger's  blood,  which 
might  be  communicated  by  inoculation;  an  objec- 
tion to  which  I  have  not  yet  heard  a  fatisfaftory 
anfwer. 

Find  me  then,  if  you  can,  good  reafons  to  bring 
me  to  a  decifion. 

Adieu — I  am  going  to  return  to  myfludies:  tell 
me  if  I  have  given  much  interruption  to  yours.  I 
wnili  you  peace  of  mind,  and  every  thing  that  can 
contribute  to  your  entire  fatisfa£lion;  and  if  you  be 
flill  our  good  friend,  as  I  hope,  I  embrace  you  with 
all  my  heart. 

Monday,  April, 7, 
YOU  will  readily  underfland,  my  worthy  friend, 
that  I  had  not  received  your  little  epiftle  of  the  fourth, 
when  I  wrote  you  the  inclofed.  You  will  therefore 
take  no  more  than  what  is  good  at  all  times,  and  will 
pafs  lightly  over  the  raillery,  by  which  I  endeavoured 
to  provoke  you,  in  order  to  makeyou  break  filence. 

I  was  highly  fenfible  of  this  mark  of  your  friend- 
(hip,  which  made  me  perceive  that  I  retained  a  greater 
attachment  for  you,  than  I  either  faid  or  thought  I  did. 
Tell  me  then  w^hat  are  your  fubjefls  of  forrow:  no- 
body will  more  readily  fhare  them  than  ourfelves.  I 
have  perfectly  made  up  my  mind  as  to  all  uneafinefs 
about  the  place  ;  as  foon  as  my  hufband's  health  gives 
me  any,  I  feel  that  in  comparifon  with  that  objeft, 
every  other  is  nothing. 

He  is  better  fmce  he  wxnt  to  Lyons;  but  his 
cheft  is  affefted  as  foon  as  ever  he  begins  to  write 
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with  any  afliduity.  I  am  therefore  at  great  pains  to 
make  his  labours  for  the  Encyclopedia  laft  as  long 
as  pofllble,  by  means  of  moderation  and  intervals,  ancj 
to  partake  of  them  myfelf  as  much  as  I  can. 

Villefranche,  April  21. 
WE  have  received  your  agreeable  epiftle  with  the 
^reateft  pleafure,  and  with  the  warmed  feelings  of 
friendfliip.  It  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  be  at  the 
C/o/e,  in  order  to  find  it  to  my  tafte.  You  wrote 
it  at  a  moment  in  which  you  did  not  (land  in  need  of 
the  indulgence  of  your  friends,  and  in  which  they 
difcover  you  to  be  every  thing  that  they  can  defire. 
You  vifit  the  unfortunate,  and  you  endeavour  to  con- 
fole  them :  it  is  one  of  the  moil  effeftual  means  of 
preferving  and  inc^-eafmg  the  native  goodnefs  of  the 
heart. 

I  have  alfo  that  painful  advantage:  my  nearefl: 
neighbour  has  loft  an  excellent  hultand,  whom  ilie 
loved  as  1  love  mine.  This  woman,  w'hofc  mind  is 
of  the  common  caft,  is  rendered  fublime  by  her  grief ; 
fo  much  does  a  ftrong  and  lively  fentinient  render  us 
fuperior  to  ourfelves.  She  has  a  great  number  of  ac- 
quaintances, all  of  whom  endeavour  to  divert  her  at- 
tention from  her  lofs.  I  am,  perhaps,  the  only  one 
who  never  attempt  to  confole  her,  and  who  weep  with 
her  fincerely:  my  tears  render  her's  lefs  bitter,  and  her 
affliflion  leTs  grievous. 

Our  eldeft  brother  fet  off  this  morning  at  five 
o'clock :  pray  examine  him  levatencally.  I  believe 
that  his  poIiiLcd  nofe  will  pleafe  you,  and  that  his 
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itiouth  ivill  give  you  fome  pain  :  it  feems,  at  leafl 
to  me,  to  be  at  variance  with  every  thing  like  wit 
find  tafte.  As  to  his  forehead,  I  am  at  no  lofs  what 
to  think  of  it;  but  I  will  not  forefial  your  obferva-* 
tions.  You  know  what  I  wrote  to  Lanthenas  con- 
cerning the  triumph  which  I  offered  him  over  elder- 
Ihip ;  pray  be  of  the  party ;  and  let  the  praife  of  the 
younger  brother,  and  the  care  of  enhancing  every 
thing  that  is  in  his  favour,  fhew  his  elder,  that  a  man 
may  enjoy  great  confideration  in  fpite  of  primo- 
geniture. 

You  are  very  fortunate  to  be  able  to  apply  your* 
felf  to  a  fcience  fo  agreeable  as  natural  hiflory :  I  can- 
not figure  to  myfelf  a  ftudy  which  agrees  better  with 
Gur  peace  of  mind,  or  v^hich  is  better  fitted  to  defend 
lis  from  thofe  paflicns  that  diflurb  it. 

Adieu !— I  embrace  you. 

May  22. 

Many  thanks  for  your  news :  it  brings  us  a 
little  acquainted  with  the  world  again,  from  which 
we  were  a  hundred  leagues  oir.  I  am  very  much 
of  your  opinion,  both  as  to  the  principles,  to  the 
bufmefs  itfelf,  and  to  the  refult  that  we  ought  to 
defire. 

We  get  nothing  but  falfified  intelligence.  The 
journals  are  garbled,  and  fent  a  fecond  time  to  the 
prefs:  it  is  a  great  pity.  My  health  is  but  indif- 
ferent, and  I  am  threatened  with  another  dofe  of 
phyfic.  An  ounce  of  hardnefs  of  heart,  -and  the 
fame  quantity  of  indifference,  might  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  to  my  conftitution^  but  thofe  drugs,  common  as 

the/ 
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i^cy  are,  are  not  to  be  bought^  and  I  fhould  abh«r 
making  ufe  of  them. 

Send  me  then  your  journal,  if  it  be  not  in  Latin: 
as  to  the  fowls,  I  cannot  promife  you  them  in  ex- 
change, but  I  can  promife  you  fome  pretty  fpecimens 
of  quartz,  upon  yellow  ftones,  with  which  our  Clofe 
abounds.  Is  not  that  ftill  better  for  a  man  of  fcience, 
although  not  fo  digeftible  ?  Give  us  a  good  receipt  to 
deftroy  caterpillars,  and  then  you  may  come,  and  eat 
your  fhare  of  our  apples.  In  good  earnefi-,  fhall  you 
never  be  able  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  this  part  of  the 
world  ?  We  would  take  you  a  walk  through  our  woods, 
and  over  our  m.ountains ;  from  our  terrace  you  would 
fee  Mont-BlanCj  which  our  peafants,  I  know  not  why, 
call  The  Cat's  Mountain,  and  we  would  go  in  a  body- 
to  vifit  Mount  Pila.  Throw  off  your  fetters  for  a  little 
while,  and  join  us  in  our  retreat :  you  will  find  there 
true  friendfliip,  and  real  fimplicity  of  heart.  A  womaa 
of  Lyons  has  betrayed  me  5  her  hufband  has  done 
ftill  w^orfe ;  and  between  them  they  have  printed  one 
half  of  my  tour  through  Switzerland.  I  have  infilled 
upon  the  cancelling  of  my  name,  and  of  every  thing 
that  might  ferve  to  point  me  out,  and  it  has  been 
done  ;  but  there  are  fo  many  blunders,  and  the  cenfor 
(an  abbe)  has  fo  curtailed  me,  that  I  r.m  quite  ftu- 
pified  at  it,  and  hardly  know  my  own  work. 

CIos  la  Platicre,  June  18. 

I  SEND  you  a  treafure  for  a  naturalift,  but  the 
deftruftion  of  our  kitchen  gardens.  You  will  find 
in  the  box  that  accompanies  this,   feveral  indivi- 
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duals  of  a  fpecles  of  infefi:  which  preys  upon  art!-- 
chokes.  Thefe  villanous  little  animals,  of  a  (hape 
fomewhat  refembling  that  of  caterpillars,  have  at 
the  end  of  their  tails  a  kind  of  fcaly  mantle,  which 
they  throw  over  their  backs,  and  thus  brave  every 
danger.  When  once  they  fet  to  work  upon  the 
artichokes,  they  devour  the  pulpy  fubftance  of  the 
leaves;  the  whole  plant  turns  white,  and  withers; 
ceafes  to  be  produftive;  and  fometimes  abfolutely 
dies.  We  are  ignorant,  in  this  country,,  both  of 
the  name  of  the  infeft,  and  of  the  way  of  defl"roying  it. 
They  do  not  often  make  their  appearance  ;  and,  if 
I  may  judge  from  the  prefent  year,  the  firft  in  which 
ihey  have  been  feen  fince  I  came  to  this  part  of  the 
world,  they  never  fhow  themfelves  but  after  great 
drought. 

If  it  be  unknown  to  you,  it  is^  a  prefent  I  am 
making  you,  and  I  alk  in  return  a  receipt  to  get  rid 
of  them :  if  you  can  procure  us  one,  you  will  render 
a  fervice  to  the  whole  province.  You  will  find  two 
individuals,  which  I  furprifed,  in  a  different  fhape: 
they  are  larger,  and  in  their  prefent  drefs  refemble  a 
wood-loufe. 

You  will  be  able  to  judge  by  fome  bits  of  artichoke- 
leaves,  inclofed  in  the  box,  of  the  ftate  to  which 
thefe  little  black  animals  reduce  the  beft  of  our 
vegetables. 

I  have  juft  opened  the  box  again,  and  find  nothing 
left  already  of  my  pretended  w^ood-loufe,  but  a  fkin  of 
a  greenifh  white.    The  black  animal  has  crept  out 
of  it,  and  is  now  running  about  like  the  reft,  with 
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the  mantle,  which  gives  them  the  appearance  of  little 
prickly  balls. 

July  4. 

HONOUR  to  the  fcienccs,  and  flill  more  to 
men  of  fcience,  for  their  admirable  expedients  I 
Are  not  my  artichokes  well  protefted?  And  have 
I  not  made  a  notable  addition  to  the  fum  of  my  know- 
ledge, by  learning  to  give  the  name  of  larya  to  what 
I  defignated  fo  well  by  that  of  the  little  black 
animal  ? 

You  do  not  fo  much  as  tell  me  what  the  two  per- 
il fedl  infefls,  hashed  on  the  road,  refemble,  though  I 
had  informed  you,  that  you  would  find  in  the  box 
two  individuals  in  a  new  drefs.  But  I  have  met  with 
fome  in  my  garden  in  a  third  fliape,  with  a  hand- 
fome  green  cuirafs,  running  brifkly  along,  and  no 
longer  making  me  fick  with  their  difgufting  appear- 
ance, although  they  fall  directly  upon  the  artichoke 
itfelf,  and  pay  no  further  attention  to  the  leaves  of 
the  plant.  You  and  your  brother  muft  agree  as 
you  can  about  the  two  bottles  of  oil :  in  the  mean 
time  I  mufl  inform  your  fcience,  that  it  is  for  the  ufe 
of  the  human  fpecies  alone,  and  that  it  is  the  laft  and 
moft  powerful  remedy  for  worms.  The  dofe  is  a  few 
drops,  in  a  fpoonful  of  any  fort  of  fyrup.  By  thefe 
means  grown-up  perfons  have  been  fnatchcd  from  the 
grave,  after  all  other  remedies  have  proved  ineifeflual, 
and  when  they  have  been  almofi:  expiring  in  convul- 
fions.  Eudora  once  took  fome  in  a  violent  fit  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  lliortly  after  voided  a  very  large  worm,  the 
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only  one  which  fhe  ever  brought  away  In  her  life^ 
and  of  which  the  expulfion  was  the  fignal  of  better, 
health. 

Perhaps  this  difcovery  may  be  new  to  fome  of  your 
doftors,  and  will  be  more  ufeful  to  them,  than  your 
prefervatives  againft  the  cajfida  viridis  will  to  me :  this 
is  the  way  in  which  1  am  reioived  to  revenge  myfelf  for 
your  want  of  knowledge. 

I  expeft  your  fevere  critique;  but  beg  you  to 
fufpend  it  as  far  as  relates  to  the  article  Lavater,  a$ 
I  have  new  matter  to  furnifh. 

You  no  longer  fay  any  thing  about  your  men  of 
fcience,  and  the  intriguers,  and  fo  on,  that  pretend 
to  it ;  what  is  that  little  nation  doing,  while  the  great 
republic  is  in  diforder,  and  money  as  fcarce  in  the 
coffers  of  the  ftate,  as  water  was  in  our  ciftern  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May  ? 

I  have  now,  however,  enough  to  baptize  you,  if 
you  will  come  and  fee  us  3  and  I  may  venture  to 
defy  every  thing  reprehenfible  about  you,  with  aa 
element  fo  pure,  a  fite  fo  excellent,  and  fo  deep  a 
folitude.  My  good  man  is  flill  at  Lyons ;  nor  do  \ 
very  well  know  v^'hen  he  will  come  back.  My 
health  is  tole^-able,  as  long  as  I  have  nothing  to 
affeft  me,  or  make  me  uneafy  \  but  my  ftomach  is  not 
in  a  ftate  to  bear  without  injury  the  emotions  of  my 
heart,  or  the  agitation  of  my  mind :  when  they 
are  too  much  employed,  the  former  goes  quietly  to 
reft,  and  will  no  longer  do  its  office.  We  muft  put 
up  with  thefe  old  fervants^  who  take  it  in  their  head 
to  govern, 

Adieu! 


(  m  ) 

Adieu  ! — I  have  a  great  deal  to  do,  ?.nd  I  amufe 
niyfelf  with  chit-chat.  It  appears  to  me  that  you  have 
dropped  your  correfpondence,  fince  I  have  been  living 
in  retirement.  I  have  only  heard  once  from  you  at 
this  Place,  where  I  have  been  ever  fmce  the  fifteenth 
of  laft  month.    Health  and  friendfliip  1 

Oaober  i. 

HANG  yourfelf,  dainty  Crillon  * ;  we  are  making 
jellies  and  jams,  and  fweet  wine,  and  fweet-meats, 
and  you  are  not  here  to  tafte  ihem  I  Thefe,  elegant 
Sir,  are  my  prefent  occupations.  The  vintage  in  the 
mean  time  is  going  on  amain,  and  very  fliortly  it 
\\'ill  be  only  in  the  cellar  of  the  'mafter,  and  in  the 
cupboard  of  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  that  the  grape^ 
and  its  delicious  juice,  will  be  found.  That  of  this 
year  will  be  excellent;  but  we  fliall  have  little  of 
it  on  account  of  the  vific  paid  us  by  the  hail :  an  ho- 
nour which  always  leaves  a  dear  and  lafting  remem* 
-brance  behind  it. 

Why  then  do  you  not  write  to  us  ?  you  who  have  no 
vintage  to  attend  to;  can  there  be  any  other  occupa- 
■tion  in  the  world  befide  ? 

But  you  are  quite  loft  in  the  labyrinth  of  politics, 
and  exhauft  yourfelf  in  dilfertations  upon  the  good  to 
be  done,  that  will  never  take  ph.ce.  What  is 
M.  Necker  about  ?  They  fay  that  there  is  a  terrible 
party  againft  him.    And  the  tall  devil  of  an  archbifliop  5 

*  An  allufion  to  a  letter  of  Henry  IV.  beginning  in  thefe  words. 
Hang  yourfelf,  brave  Crillon;  we  have  beer,  fighting  at  Arques, 
aftd  yoii  yycye  QOt  there,— TV^z^/". 
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he  was  faid  to  be  fet  off  for  Rome ;  but  it  is  now  re- 
ported that  he  is  in  clofe  cuftody. 

May  God  grant  peace  to  the  good,  and  annihi- 
late the  wicked !  Devote  a  few  moments  to  the 
lecolleftion  of  your  friends  at  the  world*s  end,  who 
do  not  forget  you,  and  who  embrace  you  without 
ceremony,  except  Eudora,  who  might  ah'eady  have 
her  objeflions. 

How  do  the  fciences  go  on  in  the  midft  of  our 
political  convulfions,  and  our  financial  diflrcfs  ?  and  the 
men  of  learning,  and  the  great  talkers,  and  the  collec- 
tions, and  the  courfes  of  ledures,  and  La  Blancherie, 
and  the  mufeums,  and  the  mufards  (loungers  ?) 

We  are  told  here  that  Necker's  anfwer  is  ready, 
but  that  he  mull;  leave  the  kingdom  in  order  to 
publlfh  it.  What  is  faid  of  it  in  your'partof  the 
world  ?  We,  who  think  him  pretty  much  of  the 
charlatam^i  in  fpite  of  his  character ^  have  great  doubts 
of  the  exiftence  of  that  anfwer,  or  of  its  being  good 
for  any  thing,  in  cafe  its  exiftence  be  real. 

Carra's  manner  befpeaks .  him  exaftly  what  you 
reprcfent  him  to  be.  I  fhoiild  be  very  glad  to  be 
more  particularly  acquainted  with  him. 

Tell  my  brother-in  law  what  I  have  not  been  able 
to  let  him  know,  that  the  Intendant  came  here  to 
infift  upon  the  regiftering  of  the  edi£ts,  after  which 
our  bailiwic,  though  very  happy  at  this  little  piece  of 
violence,  afftfled  to  be  in  no  hafte  to  take  its  mea- 
fures  in  confequence.  Next  comes  a  letter  from  the 
Intendant  to  his  fub-delegate,  defiling  to  know  if  the 
court  had  begun  to  fit,  and  pointing  out  the  neceflity 
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in  cafe  any  difficulty  fliould  arife,  of  Informing  go- 
vernment, &c.  The  bell  of  the  town-hall  is  ringing, 
and  our  magiftratcs  are  alTembling,  probably  to  form 
zprefidial"^  court. 

The  grand  balliwic  of  Lyons  held  its  firft  fitting  on 
Friday  upon  a  threat  of  its  being  transferred  to  Macon 
in  cafe  of  any  refiftance. 

But  Macon  refufes  to  fubmit  to  the  jurifdiStlon  of 
Lyons. 

Neverthelefs,  the  little  tribunals  are  upon  the  whole 
well  fatisfied  with  the  revolution. 

We  poor  plebeians,  whofe  pockets  will  be  emptied, 
"without  any  one  faying  hy  your  leave ^  were  the  only 
perfons  difpleafed  with  this  fame  bufinefs  of  regifter- 
ing,  and  this  formation  of  a  -plenary  courts  compofed  of 
creatures  of  the  crown. 

It  appears  to  us  befidcs,  that  the  right  of  jurifdiflion 
given  to  the  inferior  courts  is  too  confiderable.  In 
fmall  places,  where  goITiping  and  prejudices  have  fo 
much  influence,  the  fortune  of  almoft  every  individual 
is  left  at  the  difcretion  of  judges,  very  eafy  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  and  deceived. 

Let  us  wait  and  fee — let  us  blefs  America,  and 
weep  over  the  banks  of  the  river  of  Babylon. 

Adieu  ! — We  love  you  as  much  as  ever. 

December  4. 

COME,  now,  Mr.  Dodor,  have  the  goodnefs,  I 
befeech  you,  to  let  me  know  Jubito,  for  that  is  the 

*  In  France  an  inferior  Court  of  Judicature,  from  which  an  appeal 
lay  to  the  provincial  parliaments.— D-^ff/. 

5  way 


(     2CS  ) 

v/^y  to  plcafe  the  ladles,  if  the  famous  turnips,  at 
prefent  fo  much  extolled  at  Paris,  ana  lo  much  cul- 
tivated in  its  vicinity,  be  of  the  genus  rapkanus  or 
hrajfica.  Then  you  will  tell  me,  en  pajjant,  in  what 
genus  you  include  the  turnip'radtfk.y  which  you  Pari- 
fians  ea^  at  breakfaft^  and  then,  whether  you  are 
acquainted  with  the  long  and  round  radifh  which 
grows  in  Flanders,  and  in  fome  of  our  provinces, 
and  what  you  call  it.  Let  your  decifion  on  all 
thefe  points  be  exafl:  and  precife:  it  will  terminate 
very  learned  difculTions,  in  which  you  may  confider 
it  as  a  great  honour  to  be  chofen  for  umpire.  But 
let  that  decifion  be  accompanied  by  the  Linneean 
terms;  for  we  have  a  great  many  things  to  attend 
to,  and  very  few  books.  Should  I  be  fatisfied  with 
your  fcience,  and  fliould  you  notwithflanding  be 
unacquainted  with  our  radijhes,  the  moft  falubrious, 
the  mildeft,  and  the  lighteft  of  all  poffibje  kinds  of 
food  for  man  and  beaO:,  I  will  fend  one  of  them  at 
your  head  of  five  or  fix  pounds  weight,  long  or  round 
as  you  beft  like. 

Adieu  ! — Do  not  altogether  forget  your  friends  of 
the  laft  century,  who  embrace  you  witji  fincere  affec- 
tion. 

CIos  la  Paticre,  O^ober  8, 
WE  hear  nothing  from  you,  my  dear  friend,  an^ 
yet  the  parliaments  are  coming  forward,  and  afting 
in  a  moft  extraordinary  manner.  Are  the  friends 
of  order  and  liberty,  who  defired  their  re-eftablillir 
ment,  then  doomed  to  regret  it?  What  effed  have 
their  refolutions  produced  upon  the  public  mind? 

Their 
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Theit;  mention  of  the  ftates-general  of  1614,  tlieiF 
pretcnfions,  their  tone,  and  their  language,  are  very 
lingular. 

The  queftion  then  is  only  to  know,  whether  we 
are  to  vegetate  miferahly  under  the  rod  of  a  fingle 
tyrant,  or  to  groan  beneath  the  iron  yoke  of  feveral 
united  defpots  ?  The  alternative  is  dreadful,  and 
leaves  us  no  choice,  for  there  is  no  making  one  be- 
tween evils  of  the  fame  magnitude.  Though  the 
national  degradation  may  be  lefs  general  in  an 
ariftocracy,  than  under  the  defpotifm  of  an  unbri- 
dled monarch,  the  fituation  of  the  people  is  fome- 
times  harder,  and  would  be  fo  among  us,  where 
the  privileged  clafTcs  are  every  thing,  and  where 
the  mofl  numerous  clafs  is  counted  for  liltle  more  thaa 
p  cipher. 

We  are  told  that  the  principal  financiers  have  en- 
tered into  a  league  againft  Necker;  what  is  that 
jninifter  about  ?  Has  he  not  yet  fixed  himfelf  firmly 
in  the  faddle  ? 

July  26. 

NO,  you  are  not  free  :  nobody  as  yet  is  fo.  Public 
confidence  is  betrayed ;  our  letters  are  intercepted. 
You  complain  of  my  filence,  and  I  write  to  you  by 
every  poft.  It  is  true,  I  entertain  you  very  little 
with  my  perfonal  affairs: — who  is  the  traitor,  that 
at  this  moment  minds  any  bufinefs  but  that  of  the 
nation  ?  It  is  true  alfo,  that  I  have  written  ftill  more 
yigoroufly  than  you  have  aded^  and  yet  if  you  do  not 
take  'care,  all  you  have  done  will  be  only  a  vain  pa- 
pde.    Neither  have  I  received  the  letter  from  you 
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which  our  friend  Lanthenas  fpeaks  of.  You  fend 
xne  no  news,  and  yet  there  muft  be  a  great  abundance. 
You  bufy  yourfelves  about  a  municipality,  and  you 
fuffer  heads  to  efcape,  which  are  about  to  conjure  up 
new  horrors. 

You  are  nothing  but  children ;  your  enthufiafm 
is  a  momentary  blaze ;  and  if  the  national  affembly  do 
not  bring  two  illuftrious  heads  to  a  formal  trial,  or  if 
fome  generous  Decius  do  not  ftrike  therh  off,  you  will 
all  go  to  the  devil  together. 

If  this  letter  do  not  reach  you,  let  the  bafc 
wretches  who  read  it  bluih,  on  learning  that  it  is 
from  a  woman,  and  tremble  on  reflefting  that  flie 
is  able  to  make  a  hundred  enthufiafts,  w^ho  will  make 
millions  more. 

Augufl  15. 

IT  is  not  to  the  citizen  only  that  I  -addrefs  my- 
felf  to-day,  but  to  the  naturalift  alfo.  We  do  not 
give  up  politics :  they  are  at  this  moment  too  in- 
terefting;  nor  fliould  v^e  deferve  to  live  in  a  free 
country,  if  we  grew  indifferent  to  the  public  weal. 
But  the  days  are  long;  people  of  a  lively  im.agina- 
tion,  and  ardent  minds,  foon  draw  their  conclu- 
fion;  letters  and  converfation  can  only  fill  up  a 
part  of  our  time,  when  we  are  not  a6lors  in  the 
bufy  fcene  ourfelves;  nor  can  we  for  ever  feaft 
upon  the  fame  difh.  Furs  are  then  com.ing  once 
more  upon  the  carpet:  they  are  interefting  on  ac- 
count of  their  immediate  relation  to  a  part  of  natu- 
ral hiftory.  There  is  no  work  indeed  in  which  we 
cannot,  in  fome  fhape  or  other^  introduce  and  fet 
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forth  the  rights  of  juftice,  and  the  true  principles  of 
adminiftration. 

We  are  fludying  with  much  pleafure  the  Mamma- 
lia of  Erxleben,  and  I  think  we  may  quot€  him  with 
confidence:  we  have,  however,  remarked,  that  his 
own  quotations  of  the  different  works  of  Linnaeus, 
Buffon,  Bomare  himfclf,  and  a  thoufand  other 
authors,  are  from  editions  more  than  twenty  years 
old. 

For  thefe  twenty  years  part  natural  hiftory  has  been 
very  generally  cultivated  :  it  has  made  a  great  progrefs, 
and  we  (hould  perhaps  run  a  rifk  of  finding  ourfelves 
behindhand  in  feveral  articles,  if  we  were  to  place 
our  principal  dependance  upon  an  authority  of  fuch 
ancient  date. 

We  (hould  be  glad  to  know  then  whether  any 
able  naturalift  exifts  in  Europe,  who  has  publiflied 
fince  that  period;   and  whether  you  chance  to  be 
acquainted  with  any  work  of  later  date,  which  is 
worth  confulting,   and  deferving  of  faith.  Com- 
municate to  us  what  you  know  in  that  refpefl:,  and 
try  to  procure  us  all  the  information  you  can.  DiJ 
Erxleben  publifh  nothing  but  his  Mahmalia,  par- 
ticularly fince  he  gave  that  work  to  the  w^orld  ?  And 
have  not  fome  of  the  learned  men  of  Germany,  or 
England,  gone  over  the  fame  ground  fince  with  equal 
fuccefs? 

As  foon  as  you  have  it  In  your  power,  we  (hall 
expeft  a  fatisfaSory  anfwer  on  that  head,  and  in 
the  mean  time  will  beg  you  to  explain  to  us  one  of 
his  paflages :  we  comprehend  the  words,  but  as  we 
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do  not  underftand  the  fignificatiori  of  thfe  figufcs,  thi 
whole  is  loft  upon  us. 

It  is  in  page  42,  Naturales  hie  fubeflfe,  trdinei 
generum,  i- — 73  9 — 11 ;  12 — 20;  21 — 24;  25— 31^ 
32 — ^40;  41—46;  47 — 51  j  apparet;  neque  male 
conjungi  crediderim,  7  and  83  11  and  12;  20  and 
ai  ;  24  and  25  ;  31  and  32  ;  40  and  41  5  46  and  47* 

Fiat  lux. — That  is  your  bufinefs. 

We  embrace  you  heartily. 

Auguft  2^; 

YOU  deferve  a  few  friendly  lines  for  your  laft 
letter,  which  gave  us  great  pleafure.  I  can  eafily 
conceive  how  much  you  muft  be  occupied  3  and 
accordingly  I  do  not.  complain  of  your  momentary 
filence,  as  of  a  fault  which  you  commit,-  but  as  of 
a  privation  which  I  fuflFer.  Courage  then ;  continue 
to  aflemble :  by  dint  of  uniting  for  the  common  w^eal, 
the  fphere  of  good-wijl  is  extended,  ideas  are  pro- 
pagated, and  the  public  fpirit  is  fixed  upon  a  firmer 
footing. 

Our  filly  country  towns  are  ai  hundred  leagues 
behind  you  in  all  poffible  refpeds :  vanity  there  is 
fo  great,  that  each  individual  thinks  he  is  grown  one 
half  fmaller.  Every  one  looks  only  to  himfelf ;  and 
the  confequence  is,  that  the  whole  fee  nothing  but 
fools.  I  believe  that  the  honeft  Engliftiman  is  in 
the  right,  and  that  we  muft  have  a  fmall  touch  of 
civil  war  before  we  are  good  for  any  thing.  All  thefe 
little  quarrels,  and  infurrefilions  of  the  people,  feem 
to  me  inevitable ;  nor  do  I  think  it  poflTible  to  rife  to 
liberty,  from  the  midft  of  corruption,  without  ftrong 
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convulfions.  They  are  the  falutary  crifes  of  a  ferlou's 
difeafe.  We  are  in  wmt  of  a  terrible  political  fever 
to  carry  off  our  foul  humours.  Go  on  and  profper 
then:  let  our  rights  be  declared;  let  them  be  fub- 
mitted  to  our  ccnfideration  i  and  let  the  conftitution 
come  afterwards. 

We  fliail  come  to  blows :  I  fully  expe£l  it :  what 
is  to  be  done  ?  We  muft  arm  ourfelves  with  cou- 
rage. I  will  lay  afide  the  fciences^  and  all  the  reft  of 
it,  to  talk  and  think  of  nothing  but  politics.  At  this 
inonient  can  any  other  intercft  come  in  competition  with 
our  political  concerns  ?  But  it  becomes  us  to  keep  in 
our  proper  places,  and  not  to  rebel  againft  the  influ- 
eace  of  thofe  about  us. 

Adieu ! — Health  and  friendfhip,  in  unity  of  heart;, 
as  fellow-citizens. 

September  4: 

YOUR  kind  letter  brought  us  very  bad  news. 
We  blufhed  on  hearing  it,  and  on  reading  the  pub- 
lic papers.  They  are  going  to  patch  us  up  a  bad 
conftitution,  in  like  manner  as  they  garbled  our  faulty 
and  incomplete  declaration  of  rights.  Shall  I  never 
then  fee  an  addrefs  of  reclamation  for  the  revifion  of 
the  whole  ?  Every  day  we  fee  addreffes  of  adhefion 
and  other  things  of  that  fort,  which  befpeak  our  in- 
fancy, and  confirm  our  lhame.  It  behoves  you,  Pa- 
rifians,  to  fet  the  example  in  every  things  let  a  tem- 
perate but  vigorous  addrefs  fhew  to  the  aftembly  that 
you  know  your  rights,  that  you  are  determined  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  that  you  are  ready  to  defend  them,  and  that 
you  infift  upon  their  being  acknowledged!  Without 
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this  bold  meafure,  every  thing  will  be  worfc  than  ever 
it  was.  It  is  not  at  the  Palais  Royal  It  (hould  be 
done :  the  united  difrrifts  ought  to  aft  ;  but  if  they  do 
not  fhew  themfelves  fo  inclined,  it  fliould  be  done  by 
any  fet  of  men,  provided  they  be  in  fufficient  number 
to  command  refpeft,  and  to  lead  oh  others  by  their 
example. 

I  preach  all  I  can.  A  furgeon,  and  a  village  curate, 
have  fubfcribed  for  Brlffot's  journal,  v^rhich  we  have 
taught  them  to  relifli ;  but  our  little  country  towns 
are  too  corrupt,  and  our  peafantry  too  ignorant.  Ville- 
franche  overflows  with  ariJlocratSy  people  rifen  from 
the  dull,  which  they  think  they  fhake  of  by  affefting 
the  prejudices  of  another  order. 

You  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  happy  days  I 
pafs,  by  figuring  to  yourfelf  my  brother-in-law  more 
prieftly,  more  defpotic,  more  fanatic,  and  more  ob- 
Ulnate,  that  any  prieft  you  ever  met  with.  The 
confequence  is,  that,  though  we  have  little  intercourfe 
with  one  another,  he  contrives  to  teafe  us  a  good  deal; 
and  I  am  v/ell  perfuaded,  that  out  of  hatred  to  our 
principles,  he  will  do  us,  perhaps,  all  the  mifchief  he 
is  able. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  be  amoroufly  in- 
clined J  but  I  well  know  that  in  the  circumftances 
in  which  we  are  placed,  if  an  honefc  man  be  free 
to  follow  the  torch  of  love,  it  is  not  till  he  has 
lighted  it  at  the  facred  fire  of  that  of  his  country. 
Your  rencounter  was  interefting  enough  to  deferve 
mention  j  and  I  feel  myfelf  much  obliged  to  you  for 
making  us  acquainted  with  it ;  but  I  can  hardly  par- 
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don  you  for  being  ignorant  of  the  name  of  fo  worthy 
a  creature. 

I  have  this  inftant  heard  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  king,  his  brothers,  and  the  queen,  with  the  af- 
fembJy.  They  were  devilifhly  frightened!  That  is 
all  that  the  ftep  they  have  taken  proves ;  but  to  be- 
lieve in  the  fincerity  of  their  promife  of  leaving 
every  thing  to  that  body,  it  would  be  necefTary  to 
forget  all  that  has  palled.  It  would  have  been 
neceflary  for  the  king  to  begin  by  difmiffing  all  the 
foreign  troops. 

We  fhall  be  nearer  the  moft  dreadful  flavery  than 
ever,  if  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  blinded  by  delufive 
confidence. 

The  French  are  eafily  fedaced,  by  fair  appear- 
ances on  the  part  of  their  maflers,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  but  one  half  of  the  alTembly  was  moved  at 
the  fight  of  Antoinette  recommending  her  fon. 
Morhhti ! — A  child  is  of  great  confequence,  to  be 
fure!  It  is  the  falvation  of  twenty  millions  of  men 
that  is  at  ftake.  All  will  be  loft  if  we  do  not  take 
care. 

Have  we  not  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  freezing,  even 
in  the  remembrance  of  our  friends,  in  fuch  fcvere 
..weather?  Receive  this  billet  then  as  a  little  f^'ggot 
to  feed  the  facred  fire,  and  watch  over  it  faithfully, 
that  it  may  not  go  out. 

As  to  us  good  country  folks,  who  have  nothing 
but  cheering  friendfliip  to  divert  our  attention  froni 
the  bitter  blafts  that  afflict  thefe  regions,  there  is  no 
fear  of  our  neglefling  its  worfliip.  Join  us  then, 
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as  far  as  intention  goes,  in  our  fmcere  prayers,  and 
let  us  pay  homage  together  to  that  amiable  divinity, 
at  the  renewal  of  a  year  which  adds  to  the  date  of 
our  friendfhip.  Are  we  to  have  no  more  of  the 
chit-chat  from  you,  that  we  ufed  formerly  to  receive? 
And  does  the  Latin  of  Linnasus  leave  no  room  for 
the  communications  of  ingenuous  friendfhip  ?  Adieu  ! 
— If  to  this  or  emus  you  anfwer  amen^  we  may  begin 
again ;  in  the  mean  time  receive  the  embraces  of  all 
our  little  family, 

Eudora  is  tall,  with  fine  fair  hair,  which  falls  down 
her  flioulders  in  natural  curls;  very  dark  eye-lafhes 
encircle  her  grey  eyes;  and  her  httle  nofe,  fome- 
what  turned  up  ^it  the  end,  gives  her  already  a  roguifli 
look. 

Closla  Plat  ere,  17  May,  179O. 

A  TRUCE  for  a  moment  with  your  poliiics:  let 
lis  return  to  natural  hiftory,  to  the  ftudy  of  which  the 
country  invites.  But  our  ideas  concerning  it  have 
been  fo  difturbed,  that  we  are  puzzled  to  find  our  way 
even  with  the  help  of  Erxleben. 

For  inllance,  I  think  I  have  formed  a  juft  con- 
ception of  Linnaeus*s  divifions,  of  which  the  clajes 
are  the  firft;  the  orders,  fubdivifions  of  claffes;  the 
genera^  fubdivifions  of  orders ;  the  fpecieSy  fubdivifions 
of  genera ;  and  the  varieties,  fubdivifions  of  fpecies. 
It  appears  to  me  that  Erxleben  ranges  his  divifions 
in  the  fame  way :  however,  when  I  look  for  exam- 
ples, I  think  I  perceive  contradiflions.  His  Mam- 
iTialia  confifi:  of  only  one  clafs,  in  which  he  has  in- 
cluded 51  orders.    The  firft  of  thofe  orders,  homo, 
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has  only  varieties;  but  in  the  fourth  order,  cere/pi- 
theciiSy  I  confider  as  genera  the  hamadryaSy  the  veter^ 
the  Jenex,  the  vetuluSy  the  filenus,  the  faunus,  &:c. 
How  happens  it  then  that  he  fays,  after  the  fynonimy, 
of f annus y  harhatus^  cauda  apce  fioccofa  species  obfcura 
adeoque  dubia? 

This  word  fpecies  deranges  all  my  ideas,  and  I 
can  no  longer  under(land  the  author's  arrangement. 

1  fhould  like  to  find  in  his  Mammalia  an  example 
to  jufiify  his  ftatement  of  the  fubdivifions:  I  fhould 
wifli  to  find  in  one  of  the  31  orders  a  genus  having 
both  fpecies  and  varieties  belonging  to  it,  or  to  know 
why  the  denomination  fpecies  is  applied  to  a  divifion 
which  I  had  reafon  to  confider  as  a  genus. 

Give  me  the  clue  of  this  labyrinth,  in  which  I 
am  loft,  and  out  of  which  I  can  no  longer  find  my 
way. 

The  weather  is  delightful;  and  in  fix  days  the 
country  has  undergone  a  total  change  :  the  vines  and 
the  walnut-trees  were  as  black  as  in  the  dead  of 
winter. — The  touch  of  a  necromancer's  wand  does 
not  change  the  appearance  of  things  more  fuddenly, 
than  the  genial  heat  of  a  few  fine  days  has  done  :  every 
thing  is  verdant,  and  in  leaf ;  and  v/e  can  now  find  a 
pleafant  fhade,  where  before  nothing  cxifted  but  the 
gloomy  afpedt  of  torpor  and  ina£lion. 

I  could  eafily  in  this  place  forget  public  affairs, 
and  the  difputes  of  mankind:  contented  with  the 
range  of  the  manor,  with  feeing  my  hens  hatch  their 
young,  and  with  tending  my  rabbits,  I  no  longer  think 
of  the  revolutions  of  empires.    But,  as  foon  as  I 
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am  in  town,  the  mifery  of  the  people,  and  the  Info 
lence  of  the  rich,  excite  my  hatred  of  injuftice  and 
oppreffion  and  I  no  longer  afic  any  thing  of  Heaven, 
but  the  triumph  of  truth,  and  the  fuccefs  of  our 
regeneration. 

Our  peafantry  are  very  much  difcontented  with 
the  decree  concerning  feudal  rights :  they  look  upon 
the  rate  of  redemption  for  fines  and  quit-rents  as  ex- 
ceedingly burdenfome ;  and  w^ill  neither  redeem  nor 
pay.  We  muft  have  a  reform,  or  we  fliall  have  more 
chateaux  burnt.  The  mifchief  perhaps  would  not  be 
fo  ereat,  were  it  not  to  be  feared  that  the  enemies  of 
the  revolution  would  take  advantage  of  this  difcontent, 
to  diminifli  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  national 
affembly,  and  to  excite  fome  diforder,  which  they  long 
for  as  a  triumph,  and  as  a  mean  of  recovering  their 
lofl:  ground. 

Preparations  are  making  at  Lyons  for  a  camp : 
fend  us  then  brave  fellows  to  make  ariftocracy  tremble 
in  its  den.  It  had  been  made  a  quellion,  whether 
women  fnould  be  allowed  to  approach  the  camp ; 
apparently  thofe  who  raifed  the  doubt  had  fome  trea- 
chery in  contemplation ;  but  the  idea  was  too  offenfive, 
and  did  not  take. 

Adieu! — Send  us  a  little  chit-chat  for  once  and 
away. 

CIos  la  Piatiere,  Monday,  Sept.  27. 
IT  was  only  by  Saturday's  poll  that  we  received 
your  letter  of  the  twentieth,  becaufe  it  did  not  reach 
Lyons  till  after  our  departure  from  that  place.  We 
had  been  longing  for  accounts  from  you  for  fome 
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time,  and  we  welcomed  them  joyfully;  but  your 
obfervations  concerning  public  affairs  affli£t  uS  the 
more,  becaufe  they  arc  perfe£tly  confonant  with 
what  we  hear  from  other  quarters.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, from  the  public  papers  that  you  think  you 
ought  to  procure  us  information  :  not  one  of  them 
is  calculated  to  give  an  idea  of  the  bad  ftate  of 
public  affairs;  and  that  very  thing  ferves  to  render 
it  more  complete.  This  is  the  moment  in  which 
patriotic  writers  ought  to  denounce  by  name  thofc 
corrupt  members  who,  by  their  hypocrify,  a-.d  their 
manoeuvres,  deceive  the  hope,  and  betray  the  inte- 
reft  of  their  conftituents.  They  ought  to  publiQx 
without  referve  what  you  fay  of  the  General.  What 
purpofe  docs  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  anfwer,  if  the 
remedies  which  it  affords  againft  the  evils  that 
threaten  us  be  not  made  ufe  of?  Briffbt  feems  to  be 
alicep ;  Louli  allot  is  dead;  and  we  have  lamented 
the  lofs  of  him  with  many  tears:  Defmoulins  will 
have  occafion  to  rcfume  his  employment  of  procu- 
rator-general of  the  lantern.  But  v.hat  is  become 
of  the  energy  of  the  people?  Necker  is  fet  off* 
without  throwing  any  light  upon  the  abyfs  of  the 
finances,  and  nobody  thinks  of  exploring  the  laby- 
rinth he  has  abandoned :  why  do  you  not  remon* 
ftrate  againft  the  bafenefs  of  that  committee  which 
dares  to  defend  d'Artois'  debts  ?--The  ftorm  is  howl- 
ing ;  the  knaves  throw  afide  the  malk ;  the  bad 
fide  triumphs,  and  the  people  forget  that  infur- 
reftion  is  the  moft  facred  duty  when  our  country  i3 
in  danger  1    O  Parifians !   how  much  do  you  ftill 
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refemble  that  fickle  people  whofe  effervefcence  was 
falfcly  flyled  enthufiafm  !  Lyons  is  fubjugated.  The 
Germans  and  Swifs  domineer  in  that  place  by  means 
of  their  bayonets  employed  in  the  fervice  of  a  trea- 
cherous municipality,  which  is  in  league  with  the 
minifters,  and  other  bad  citizens.  Soon  we  fnall 
have  nothing  left  to  do  but  to  weep  over  liberty,  if 
we  do  not  die  for  her.  We  dare  no  longer  fpeak,  fay 
you :  be  it  fo  :  we  mull  thunder  then.  Join  your- 
felf  to  fuch  honeft  men  as  you  can  find ;  complain  ; 
reafon  3  fet  up  an  outcry ;  wake  the  people  from 
their  lethargy ;  flievv  them  the  dangers  by  which 
they  are  threatened,  and  try  to  give  new  courage 
to  the  fmall  numbers  of  members  who  poflefs  any 
underftanding,  and  who  would  foon  recover  their 
afcendency,  if  the  voice  of  the  people  were  raifed 
in  their  fupport. 

I  have  not  the  heart  to  entertain  you  with  an 
account  of  the  life  we  lead,  and  of  our  rural  excur- 
fions.  The  republic  is  neither  happy  nor  afTurcd ; 
and  our  felic:^.ty  is  diflurbcd  by  it.  Our  friends  are 
endeavouring  to  make  profelytes  with  a  zeal  which 
would  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  if  they  could  preach 
for  any  length  of  time  in  the  fame  place. 

December  20. 

GET  a  decree  pafled  declaratory  of  the  way  in 
which  minifters  are  to  be  made  refponfible;  get  a 
bridle  put  in  the  mouth  of  the  executive  power ; 
and  haften  the  organization  of  the  national  guards, 
A  hundred  thoufand  Aufrrians  are  affembling  on 

vour 
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your  frontiers;  the  Brabanters  are  conquered;  tbe 
kingdom  is  drained  of  its  fpecie,  without  any  one's 
inquiring  how;  we  pay  the  princes  and  fugitives, 
who  with  our  own  money  manufafture  arms  to  fub- 
aue  us.— Death  and  dcftruaioii !  What  fignifies 
your  being  Parifians  ?  Why,  you  cannot  fee  to  the 
end  of  your  nofes,  or  clfe  you  want  vigour  to  make 
your  aflembly  get  on!  Ic  was  not  our  reprefenta- 
tives  w^ho  brought  about  the  revolution:  take  awar 
a  dozen  or  fo,  and  the  reft  are  beneath  it. — It  was 
the  pMc  opinion  it  was  the  -people,  v/ho  are  always 
in  the  right,  when  that  opinion  is  properly  direfted. 
Ic  is  Paris  that  is  the  feat  of  that  opinion.  Finilli 
then  your  work,  or  expeft  to  fee  it  watered  with 
your  blood. 

Adieu  ! — Your  fellow-citizen  and  friend,  in  Tife, 
and  in  death, 

29  Janirary  1791* 
I  WEEP  for  the  blood  that  has  been  fpilt;  it  rs 
impofiible  to  be  tco  fparing  of  that  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  1  But  I  am  very  glad  that  there  are  dangers- 
i  do  not  fee  any  thing  elfe  capable  of  goading  you  on. 
The  fermentation  prevails  throughout  France,  it  fluc- 
tuates along  Vv  ith  external  meafures ;  the  public  force 
is  not  organized ;  and  Paris  has  not  yet  fufficiently 
infiuerctrd  the  affembJy  to  oblige  it  to  do  every  thing  it 
ought! 

1  expect  vigorous  refolutions  from  your  feSionsj 
if^they  deceive  my^  expe61aLion,  I  fhall  think  myfcJf 
doomtrd  to  weep  over  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  and 
though  continuing  to  preach  liberty,  I  fliall  defpair 

I  of 
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of  feeing  It  eftablifhed  in  my  unfortunate  country. 
Lay  afidc  your  natural  hiftory,  and  every  other  fcience, 
except  that  of  becoming  a  man,  and  dilTufing  public 
fpirit. 

I  have  heard  Lanthenas  fay,  that  members  of  the 
aflembly  went  to  ftudy  botany  in  the  Garden  of 
Plants:  Good  God!  and  you  did  not  make  them 
afhamed  of  themfelves!  And  thofe  worthy  citizens, 
v/ho  fee  with  pain  corruption  furrounding  them,  do 
not  rife  up  with  energy  to  oppofe  its  progrefs!  do 
not  follow  it  through  all  its  ramifications  !  do  not 
call  upon  public  opinion  to  flop  the  torrent !  Is  this 
the  way  in  which  they  flicw  their  courage  ?  Is  this  the 
way  in  which  they  do  their  duty  ? 

Why  do  you  not  put  them  in  mind  of  it  ?  If  I  per- 
ceived the  fmalleft  intrigue  ciiredied  againfl  the  wel- 
fare of  my  country,  1  would  hallcn  to  denounce  it  to 
all  the  world. 

The  wife  (hut  their  eyes  againfl  the  faults  or  the 
foibles  of  a  private  individual ;  but  the  citizen  ought 
not  to  forgive  his  own  father,  when  the  public  weal 
is  at  flake. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  thefe  good  quiet  men  did  not 
admire  Brutus,  till  tlie  revolution  had  brought  him 
into  fafliion. 

Bcfiir  }ourfelves,  and  may  we  hear  at  one  and  the 
fame  time  of  your  efforts,  and  of  your  fucccfs. 

Lyonsj  February  7. 

I  AM  told  that  you  are  playing  the  Pyodomonty  and 
that  you  write  hne  things  to  puff  off*  the  i'arifians 

and 
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and  yourfelf,  but  that  no  efFefts  follow.  It  Is  cer- 
tain that  the  armaments  which  you  get  decreed  are 
highly  ridiculous,  while  our  national  guards  remain 
every  where  unorganized,  unexercifed,  and  without 
arms.  It  is  very  fine,  to  be  fure,  to  reckon  twenty- 
five  millions  of  men,  among  whom  there  are  not 
three  hundred  thoufand  in  a  ftate  of  defence!  and 
In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  frontiers  are  covered 
with  armed  men;  and  the  great  defpots,  the  petty 
princes,  the  fugitives,  and  the  difcontented  of  the 
interior,  are  preparing  for  us,  in  concert,  the  molt 
bloody  fcenes.  Read  the  printed  addrefs  that  you 
will  find  inclofed,  and  you  v/ill  fee  that  this  is  not  a 
time  for  boafting,  but  for  fliewing  ourfelves  by  our 
good  works. 

You  may  fay  what  you  pleafe ;  but  as  long  as  I 
fee  your  tyrannical,  ignorant,  or  corrupt  committees 
propofing  trifling  decrees,  amufing  themfelves  with 
matters  foreign  to  the  conftitution,  or  fetting  up 
nothing  but  fcarecrows,  I  fliall  alTert,  that  the  Pari- 
fians  are  not  fo  brave  as  they  appeared  to  be,  or 
that  they  have  lofl  all  their  clevernefs.  Shew  your- 
felves  men,  or  I  will  tell  you  the  fame  thing  to  your 
face. 

Adieu  1 — I  ftiall  write  to  you  to-morrow  concerning 
our  lodgings.  In  the  mean  time  we  embrace  you  in 
return  for  your  kind  expreffions,  and  I  take  my  leave 
of  you  in  order  to  pack  up.  In  lefs  than  a  week  wc 
fliall  be  with  you. 


Madam 
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Madam  Roland  wrote  me  by  almoji  every  pcjl  from 
the  heginning  of  the  revolution,  letters  as  replete  with  pa- 
triotifm  as  the  above ;  but  I  only  kept  thcfe  which  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  circulate.  Whether  they  were  intended 
for  me  or  Lanthenas,  1  Jent  them  to  the  latter^  who  ufed 
to  communicate  them  to  Brijfot,  and  other  per  Jons  ;  and  they 
never  came  into  my  poffejjion  again.  Many  of  them  ferved 
to  make  articles  in  the  different  jcurnalsy  particidarly  the 
Patriote  Francois,  and  were  remarkable  for  their  energy^ 
and  for  the  juji  reJie5lions  they  contained^ 
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